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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE 

C ~ E S  FOBBES R E N ~  DE MONTM~BEBT was born in 
London May 29, 1810. His grandfather, Count Jean 
de Montalembert, was one of the noblemen who were 
driven from E'ranoe by the Revolution; and his father, 
who was fifteen yeare of age at the time of the emigra- 
tion, took service with the Engliah army in India In 
1808 the latter married the only child of James Forbes, 
in English gentleman who had spent several years in 
India, and was a writer upon philoeophical and scientific 
subjwts. 

After the restoration, Charles' father returned to France, 
was made Minister Plenipotentiary to Stuttgart by 
Louis XVIII, and afterwards served as Ambassador to 
Sweden under Charles X. 

The firat eight years of our author's life were spent in 
London, at the home of his grandfather, Mr. Jamea Forbes. 
He was educated at the College Sainte-Barbe, in Paris, 
and in 1831, upon the death of his father, entered the 
Chamber of Peers. 

The revolution of 1848 abolished the Chamber of Peers, 
and the following year Montalembert waa elected a mem- 
ber of the Na t iod  Assembly,' for the DepaFfment of 
Doabs, the old province of Franche-&mt& 

In 1862 he was elected a member of the French 
Academy. 

Hia public career terminated in 1867, when he failed 
of re-election to the Assembly, and the remaining years of 

1 
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2 LIBg OF ST. ELIZABETH 

hie Me were devoki to literary and hiatorid work. He 
died in paris March i3,1870. 

Charlea, Count de Montalembert, wae one of the great 
men, and oertainly one of the lovable men, of the nine- 
teenth century. Ae he himself said of Laaordaire, he waa 
"born to love and to etruggla" Gifted by nature with 
talenta of the higheat order, he wae a close o b e e m  and an 
indefatigable student all hie Lifa Hie character waa pure 
and eralted, noble and generous ; and withal he posseesed 
that nave eimplicity which ia the charm of all true 
nobility. 

He wae the leader of the Catholic P* i n . h n c e  in 
its strugglee for religious liberty, and no man of hie time 
waa better quslified for the poeition than he was, by hie 
ability and religious fervor, and by hie courage and 
eloquenca 

I t  ia not my purpose here to enter upon any general 
disoussion of the life and work of Montalembert ; but 
I may be permitted to present a few exhota from his 
speeches, delivered at different perioda, whioh will help to 
illustrate the chareater and motivee of the author of Tlrs 
L+fe of St. Blbbath. 

On the 9th of May, 1831, M. l'Abbd Lacordaim, M. le 
Vicomte de Montalembert, and M. de Cow, editors of the 
Awnir, and members of the Beeociation for the defence 
of religioue liberty, opened in Paria a free echool, without 
authorization, the law of May 10,1806, having given to 
the University of Parb the exclusive right of control in 
edumtimal matters in Franca The school waa cloaed by 
the police within forty4ght hours, and the three young 
Catholic teachers were summoned, ae they had anticipated, 
to appear before the pol& ooncctionalk 

I r t h e  meantime the Comte de Montalembert having 
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died, the vicomta succeeded to the hereditary righta of 
hie father as a Peer of France ; and as the law provided 
that no peer should be judged except by the Chamber of 
Peers, the csae of the young count and hia two associates, 
accused of having opened without authoritation a free 
school in Paris, was t r ana fed  to the bar of the Chamber, 
where it was heard on the 19th of September. 

"It  was thue," eaya M. SainteBeuve: "that M. de 
Montalembert, auddenly succeeding to the poeition of a 
peer on the very eve of the abolition of ita hereditary 
charaoter, made his debut as an oretor at the bar of the 
noble Chamber at the age of twenty-one, and in the poai- 
tion of defendant But hie youth, his ease, his grace, the 
elegant precision of hie style and diction veiled this fact; 
and hia judgea were the first to forget that the epeaker 
before them was one accuaed at their bar. . . . From that 
day M. de Montalembert, though formally condemned, 
was borne in the very heart of the peerage -he was ita 
Benjamin." 

Stending there before his judges, he spoke with that 
frankneaa and c o w  which characterized all hie public 
utterances After describing forcibly the great injustice 
Wdad upon the Catholice of France by the restrictive 
law, giving a monopoly of teaching to the irreligious uni- 
mi@,  he exclaimed : " If I were a father, I would rather 
a thouaand timee aee my children remain all their l i e  
in ignorance and idlenew, than expose them to 'the hor- 
rible risk, which I myself incurred, of purchaeing a little 
knowledge at the coat of the faith of their fathers, at the 
a t  of all there wae of purity and freshneae in their aoule, 
of honor and virtue in their hearts. . . . Ah I for us liberty 
hae never been more than a mockery I Fifteen yeara ago 
a great m u ,  M. de Maistre, eaid : ' Tlcd Gallioan Churah is 
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4 LIB& OF 8T. ELIZABETH 

f iw in Us that it is frss not to k OaWolia.' That ie 
the damn4 of our hiatory. We are free not to be Catho- 
lia, not to be Christians, and in return free Q be pmjurem 
and renegades. We are free to offset the faith of our 
ohildhood by the wickednese of our life, free to repay the 
benefita we have rewived from God, by disobedience, in- 
gratitude and apostaey ; but, free to obey in all things and 
everywhere Hie holy law? No; free to devote our life 
to Him l No ; free to praotice all the duties of our 
digion, and all the aommandmenta of our faith ? No ; 
in a word, free to be the elaves of evil ? Yea ; but free 
to be the eer~anta of good and the children of Qod 1 No, 
a thousand times, No. Ah 1 let them not talk to ue, then, 
of freedom of religion, who have reduced it to a point 
where it ie h d o m  to believe in nothing. . . . But I do 
not know why I adopt here the language of aadnesa and 
disoouragement, when my heart is full of fervor and hope. 
No, I do not think that my Faith a n  die. I do not 
believe that the breath which gave it life ia destined to be 
extinguiehed by a mortal breath. I t  is because I believe 
it is endued with the vigor and strength of an eternal 
future that I have coworated to it my brief and obscure 
1% And not only do I believe that it will live, but I 
believe it alone can vivify the world. I t  alone can bring 
peace and happine88 to the people to whom it is our glory 
to belong, to the oountry which ie the objeot of our dearc 
eat affections, to the popular maesee who build up and 
tear down worldly royalties, and for whom those royalties 
are alwap sterile." 

Again, in a memorable speeoh delivered in the Chamber 
of Peem, in 1844, in behalf of religious liberty, he said : 

We take for our m o b  that with whioh the generous 
Polee in the last oentury headed their manifesto of reeiet- 
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W S L A T O B J 8  PREFACE 5 

ance to the Emprese Catherine, - ' We who love freedom 
more than a l l  the world, and the Catholic religion more 
than freedom! . . . 

" And I declare to you in the name of Catholic laymen 
like myeelf, Catholics of the nineteenth century, we will 
not be helota in the midst of a free people. We are the 
s u m s  of the maw, and we do not tremble before 
the eucc.essore of Julian the Apoetak We are the sons 
of the Crusadere, and we will never draw back before the 
eone of Voltaim." 

The bt sentence became proverbial among the Catho- 
lice of France : " Now eommea les fils des Croises, et 
noua ne reculmns jamah devant lee file de Voltaire." 
His courage, ae well as his loyalty and devotion to the 

Holy See, were shown in a brilliant speech delivered 
before the National Assembly October 19,1849. 

Vi&r Hugo had preceded him in a violent speech 
again~t the Pontifical Government, and Montalembert'e 
firat words on ascending the tribune were : " Gentlemen, 
the epeeah you have just heard has received the punish- 
ment it deserves in the cheer6 which it hae received." 
The excitement and confusion following thie remark were 
intenee, and for some time he was unable to proceed. 
When he did so he was met with frequent and exasperat- 
ing intemptione. He maintained, however, his habitual 
mIngge and self-posaeseion, and presently hie eloquence 
had carried everything before i t  When he left the trib- 
une he had won a complete triumph. Elpeaking of the 
inevitable failure which, sooner or later, overtakes those 
who struggle against the Holy See, he aaid : And why is 
failure certain l Ah l remark thh well - because there 
is inequality of fom between the Holy See and you, or 
whoever struggles against it. And underetand that thh 
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6 LIFE OF ST. ELIZABETH 

inequality is not in your favor, but against you. You 
have three hundred thouaand men, fleets, artillery, all the 
mourn that material force can furnieh, it is true. And 
the Pope has nothing of all thia ; but he has what you do 
not possess, moral form - an empire over soub and con- 
soienoes, to which you can make no pretensions, and thie 
empire is i m m o a  

"You deny i t ;  you deny this moral force, you deny the 
empire of the pontifid authority over souls - that em- 
pire which haa subdued the proudeat emperors ; but there 
ia one thing you can not deny, and that is the weakness 
of the Holy See. . . . 

"Permit me a familiar comparison. When a man is 
condemned to struggle with a woman, if that woman is 
not the moat degraded of beings, she may defy him with 
impunity. She says to him, 'Strike, but you will dig- 

grace yourself, and you will not overcome me! The 
Chumh is not a woman ; she is more than a woman, & 
is a ncothar! 

She is a mother, the mother of Europe, the mother of 
modern society, the mother of modern humanity. A son 
may be unnatural, rebellious, ungrateful, but he does not 
oeese to be a son; and there comes a moment in every 
struggle against the Church when this parrioidal contest 
becomes ineupportable to the human race, and when he 
who has waged it falls overwhelmed and ruined, whether 
by defeat, or by the unanimous reprobation of humanity." 

When he exclaimed in an outburst of eloquence, 
" L'&liae, o'eet une mbre," the whole Aseembly was pro- 
foundly moved, and he closed amid univereal applause; 
or, as one of the leading papers of Paris, the Journal das 
D&ats, aaid, such cheers aa no one remembers to have 
heard in any deliberative assembly." Thiers, who was 
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'i5UNSLATOB'S PREFACE 7 

preeent, remarked : " He is the most eloquent of men, and 
hie speech the b e s t  I have ever heard. I envy him for 
it, but I hope the envy is no sin; for I love the beautiful, 
and I love Montalembert." 

A few days later he had the distinguished honor of 
d v i n g  from Pius IX a brief, in which the Holy 
Father says : " The discourse which you pronounced, dearly 
beloved and noble son, in the General Assembly of Rep 
mmntatives the 19th of last month, is another and 
briUiant proof of your talent, and of your fervent zeal in 
defence of our causa It will live forever in the memory 
of good men. Surely there ie nothing more admirable 
than that greatness of soul and noble oourage of which 
you have given proof, and nothing more precious amid the 
scarcity of generous men of whom oivil sooiety stanch in 
need, and at a time when ambition is so flagrant, and 
most men through temporal motives give themselves up 
to novelties and to erroneous opinions, and measure every- 
thing by the standard of selfish interestc We congmtu- 
late you," eta 

Hie reception at the French Academy o c c d  Febru- 
ary 5, 1852. In his addrase on that occasion, before an 
audience which included the most distinguished men of 
France, and many of those whom in his great speech in 
the Chamber of Peers, in 1844, he had challenged aa the 
Sons of Voltaire," he did not hesitate to condemn in the 

strongeat language the folly of the legielatora of 1789, 
who had " destroyed everything, thart eveything might be 
recreated." 

"Let us not forget," he saidJMthat it is they who have 
written in our laws, and in our hearts, in defiance of na- 
tnre and good sense, that vain hope of equality, the realiza- 
tion of which, always pmmised and always expected, 

Private Use Only



8 LIFE OR BT. ELIZABETH 

would leave society in a p o m e n t  state of falsehood and 
warfare. To open the moat brilliant ~~ to true merit, 
to satisfy all lawful ambition, by means of labor and 
perseverance, ie a duty ; but to stimulate a factitious and 
universal produotion of unlimited preteneione by over- 
throwing all the barriers - pliable enough in themeelves - 
which tradition, habit, and family associatione oppoee to 
the torrent of greedy mediocrities; this was a criminal 
folly. I t  is a folly which we have been guilty of, and we 
must pay the penalty. . . . Society haa promised more than 
she can ever give ; an ineoluble problem hna been oreated, 
and all Frasce has been made the victim of an odious 
deception. . . . To eacape thie melancholy Pate thew ie but 
one way to follow, that of an energetic return to the 
fundamental laws which God hse given as ruler to the 
conscience and to society." 

In an address before the p a t  Catholic Congress of 
Mechlin, Belgium, in Auguet, 1863, upon "A Free Church 
in a Free State," one of hie laat public utteranclee, speak- 
ing of the dangers of democracy, he said : " hoking ahead 
I see nothing anywhere but democracy. I see this deluge 
r h ,  rise oontinually, reaching everything and overflowing 
everything. I fear it as a man, but ae a Christian I do 
not fear it ; for where I see the deluge, I see also the ark. 
Upon that great ocean of democracy, with its abysses, ita 
~ h i r l p ~ o l ~ ,  ita breakem, ita dead calms, and ita hunirxnee, 
the Ohuroh done may venture forth without defiance and 
without fear. She alone will never be swallowed up 
there. She alone has a compass that never varies, and a 
Pilot who makes no mistakes." 

To say that Montalambert sometimes erred in his judg- 
ment, ie to admit that he was homan. But, be it said to 
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his eternal praise, he was always a humble, loyal, and 
obedient eon of the " Mother " whom he served with all 
hie mind and heart, - the Catholic Church. When " Rome 
had spoken," neither his voice nor his pen were ever 
raised to question her decision. In hie own words, She 
alone has a Pilot who makea no mietskea" 

Of his literary works, the best known and moat valu- 
able ie undoubtedly 2716 biollka of thc Wed. But it ie 
to the inspiration which he drew from his work upon 2"hd 
.Life of St. gliddh that we owe the lrrtar and larger 
work. The firat was the sweet and fragrant flower that 
yielded in due time its rich and abundant fnrit. 

May we not believe that both of these rich treasures of 
Catholic faith and devotion, which have brought, and for 
gencmtiona to come will continue to bring, light and 
strength and comfort to thousanda of soula, were the 
myatid fruit of an act of humble, loyal, and prompt sub- 
mhion on the part of the young Count de Montalembert 
and hie noble, brilliant companion, Lacordaire, to the 
warning voice of Mother Church, conveyed in the Ency- 
clical of Gregory XVI, August 16, 1832 ? 

They had gone to Rome the latter part of the year 
1831, with the Abbe de Lamennais, to obtain from the 
Holy See the approbation of their work ae set forth in the 
Amit ,  a journal which they had published at Paria d w  
ing the pmcedhg year. Montalembert waa then twenty- 
one, and Laaordaire about eight para his senior. The 
decision of Rome, a;e conveyed to them in the encyclical 
referred to, was unfavorable to their projects. Their 
prompt and unqualified submission to thie judgment, 
which was of c o r n  a crushing disappointment to their 
cherished hopes, was unintelligible to the non-Catholic 
world. ' The subsequent oouree of M. de Iamennaia I 
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need not wfer to hem honiaire m d  Montalembed 
proved that however devoted they were to the oauee of 
liberty and the progrerur of fm inatitutione, ee they 
had interpreted those ideas, they were before all else 
loyal to their God, and to the teaching8 of IEia infallible 
Church. 

The Englieh Protestant authoma, Mra Oliphant, who 
published in two volumes a b i d r  of Cmrct & Monta- 
W, and who admired intensely hie oharactar and 
works, found it quite difficult to understand this episode 
in his life ; that he should have a put a seal upon hie lips 
in obedience to the mandate of the ,Pope ; and all this at 
twenty-three, and in h nin&m-tA osntq!'  She devotes 
a ohapter of her interesting book to a ramarkable effort to 
explain and account to her Protestant d e r s  for thie 
" Catholic Submimion " ; auch is the title of the chapter. 

The question," ehe aaye, is so strange, so intrioate, so 
all but incomprehensible to us, that it demands the moat 
patient coneideration . . . There is no opinion more gen- 
erally held on thb side of the '-el, than that the 
life of suoh a man man Montalembert is a mistake, wilfully 
stultified by hie own aotion, and made uaeleaa to humRnity 
in eec* mattem because of ite eubservience in mattem 
spiritual," 

She frankly condemne thie view herself, as an uncom- 
fortable dootrine . . . whioh may be equally applied to 
ouraelvea by any obtuse intelligence which ~ & B B  to 
make any attempt to understand us ; wholly uninetruotive, 
throwing no light to ua upon human nature; but on the 
contrary, closing the door between us and some of our 
fellowcreaturee, whom it might be well worth our while 
to understand. . . . I t  is hard for us, to whom the liberty 
of privats jualg.ncaat is th very foundation of all i& 
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t d  a d  crpin'tual Ivs, to understand a man who carefully 
and vigorously limita that libexty, and in one class of 
eubjecta relinquishes it altogether." 

She re~minda her readere that Lamrdah and Monta- 
lembert both belonged to that . . . which by tem- 
perament and conviation is more devoted to the Church 
than to the Stata With such men religious influences 
hold a p k  higher than any other. . . . To hie life's end 
there never waa a movement for constitutional and popu- 
lar freedom whioh did not secure the inatant intereat of 
Montalembert, which did not swell his voice, and light up 
hie eye with sympathy ; but above all thh, and still more 
preoiaue, he held the progress of religion." 

How impenetrable indeed is the veil which hides the 
ineffable beauties of faith and religion from the eyes of 
those who know not, and love not, the " Bride of Christ " I  
They have forgotten that For ua Christ waa made obedi- 
ent unto death, even the death of the cross!' They have 
read, but they have not understood the invitation : Si quia 
vult poet me venire, abneget semetipsum ; et tollet crucem 
suam quotidie, et sequstur ma" (Luke ix, 23.) 

To the Catholic mind it ie indeed " strange and incom- 
prehensible," that in this enlightened age " educated 
people, who pride themselves upon their knowledge and 
their liberal viewe on aJl eubjecta, ehould be in such pra- 
found ignorance of the faith and spirit of Oatholica Bnd 
yet it is undoubtdly true, that outside of the Church 
there ia no subject deserving. serious consideration, upon 
which there is so much lamentable ignorance and miscon- 
ception, as the history and teaching, the apirit and practice 
of the Mother Church. 

And here we recall that in opening and cloeing the 
beautiful Gfe of St. Etizaieth, Montalembert quotee the 
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words of our Bleeaed Lord, " JESUS ANBWERED AND s m  : 
I CONBESB TO THEE, 0 F A ~ R ,  Ism or H E A ~ N  am 
~ T H ,  BEUAUBE THOU EAST HID THEBE THXNGIS FBOM THE 

WISE AND PBUDENT, AND EAST REVEALED TEBM TO LIlTLE 
ONE&" 

F M C I B  DEMING) HOYT. 
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INTRODUCTION 

ON the nineteenth of November, 1833, a traveller arrived 
at Marburg, a city of HeaseCaasel, situated on the charm- 
ing banks of the Lahn. He stopped there to study the 
Gothic church which it contains, and which is celebrated 
for ita pure and perfect beauty, as well as because of ita 
having been the first in Germany in which the ogee pre- 
vailed over the round-headed arch in the great renovation 
of art in the thirteenth century. This b d c a  beam the 
name of S t  Elizabeth, and it happened that that very day 
was her feast In the church, which at the present day is 
Lutheran, 8s is, in fact, the whole country, no mark of 
solemnity waa visible; only, in honor of the day, and con- 
trary to Proteatant cuetom, it was open, and little children 
were playing there, jumping over the tomba The stranger 
wandered through the vast nave, deserted and devastated, 
though youthful still in its lightness and elegance. He 
saw standing before one of the pillars the statue of a 
young woman in the garb of a widow, of a eweet and re- 
signed face, holding in one hand the model of a church, 
while with the other ehe is giving alms to a poor lame 
man. Further on, over the deeerted altam, where now no 
sacerdotal hand ever comes to disturb the duet, he exam- 
ined with curiosity some halfdaced ancient paintinge in 
wood, and eome mutilated sculpturea in relief, both, how- 
ever, profoundly impressed with the nslve and tender 
charm of Christian art. He distinguished there a young 
woman with startled look, ae she exhibita to a young 
warrior her mantle filled with roaea ; further on, this aame 
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warrior, throwing the alothee with violace from hie bed, 
disoovm there Christ extended on the oroes ; still further 
on, both appear parting with great grief from eaah other's 
embraoe; next ia eeen the young woman, more beautiful 
than any of the other subjeota, prostrate on her bed of 
death, summded by prieeta and religious who are weep 
ing ; in the last some bishop are lowering into the grave 
a 0 0 5 ,  upon whioh an emperor depoeite hie mwn. The 
traveller waa told that them were m e e  in the life of St. 
Elizabeth, the eovereign of that country, whoee death 
d just six ixmturiee ago that day, in thia m e  city 
of Marburg, and who was buried in this same ohuroh. 

At the farther end of an obscure amisty he waa ehomn 
the silver shrine, ornamented with oarved work, which 
had oontained the relics of the blessed Saint up to the 
time when one of her descendants, having become a Prot 
eetant, had taken them thence and wt them to the 
winds, 

Beneath the stone baldachin, whioh formerly oovered 
the ahrine, he noticed that each step wee worn away with 
a deep depreseion, and he waa told that this wae produced 
by the innumerable pilgrims who formerly came there to 
kneel, but who had come no more during the three past 
mturiee. He knew, indeed, that there were in the oity 
some of the faithful, and a Catholio priest ; but there was 
neither maas, nor any remembrance whatsoever, of the 
Saint whose anniversary it was. Faith, which had left its 
impress m well upon the oold atone, had left none upon 
their hearta 

The stranger kissed the stone worn by faithful genera- 
tions, and rsaumed hie lonely c o r n ;  but the sweet, sad 
remeinbrarice of thie forsaken Writ, whose forgotten feaet 
he had come, an involuntary p-, to c e l e b ,  did not 
leave him. 

He undertook to etudy her life; he e&ed, one after 
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another, through the rich collections of ancient hietory 
which educated &many offers in euch great numbeml 
Captivated and charmed each day mare and more by what 
he learned of her, this thought became little by little the 
guiding star of hia progress. After having exhausted 
books and chronicles, and consulted the most neglected 
rnanuauipts, he wiahed, aa the first of the early h i e t o r h  
of the &int had done, to examine localities and popular 
traditions. He went, therefore, from city to city, from 
caetle to castle, &om church to church, seeking every- 
where traces of her who a t  all times in Catholic Germany 
has been called the dcar Saint Elizabsth. He tried in vain 
to viait her birthplace at Presburg, in Hungary. But at 
least he waa able to sojourn at the celebrated castle of 
Wartburg, to which she came when a mere child, where 
her early years were spent, and where she was married to 
a husband tender and pious like herself; he was permitted 
to climb the rough pathe which she had trod when going 
to distribute among her deareat friends, the poor, her inex- 
hautible charity. He followed her to Crewburg, where 
she first became a mother; to the Monastery of Reinharte- 
brunn, where at the age of twenty, she was called upon to 
give up her dearly loved husband, who went forth to die 
for the tomb of Christ; to Barnberg, where she found a 
refuge from cruel persecutions ; on to the holy mountain 
of Andechs, the cradle of her family, whither she brought 
as an offering her bridal robe; where from a tenderly loved 
wife 8he had become a wandering and exiled widow. At 
Erfurt he tauched with hie Lipa the poor glass which she 
had left as a souvenir to the humble religious. Finally to 
Marburg, where she consecrated the last days of her life 
to works of heroic charity, and where she died at the age 

1 There rerearcher were mbaeqnently completed by other8 in differ- 
ent lfbrarier of Flanden and Italy, erpecially in that of the Vatican 
and the kwentluL 
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of twenty-four, he returned to pray over her profaned tomb, 
and painfully to gather eome mminiscencea from the 
mouth of a people who have renounced, with the faith of 
their fathere, all devotion to their benefaotresa 

The fruits of these long mearohee, of these pious pil- 
grimages, are oontained in this book 
Often in wandering through our mode& oities, or 

through our provinces stripped of their ancient ornaments, 
where the monuments of the life of our ancestors are daily 
disappearing, the sight of some ruin whioh has esoaped 
the hand of the destroyer- perhaps eome statue buried in 
the aoil, the arch of a doorway, or a broken rosette - will 
awaken the imagination ; the mind aa well ae the eye is 
arrested ; we are moved, and ask ourselves what pwt this 
frsgment could have been in the whole etruoture; we 
permit ourselves to be drawn on involuntarily to mfleotion 
and study ; little by little the entire edifice rises up before 
our mind, and when this work of interior remnstruotion is 
completed we behold the abbey, the church, or the athe- 
dral, standing forth in all ita grandeur and beauty; we 
aeem to wander beneath ite majestio vaults, mingling in 
the orowd of faithful people, in the midst of the symbolic 
splendore and the ineffable harmonies of the ancient wor- 
ship. Thus it wee that he who baa written this book, 
having travelled a long time through strange countria 
and bygone centuries, gathered these ruins, and offers 
them to those who have the aame faith and the same 
affeotiona that he has, to aid them to ~800nstmot in their 
thoughta the mblime &ce of Catholic ages. 

Thanks to the numerous and truly pmioue monu- 
ments of the life of Sf. Elizabeth, which are left to us in 
the great hietorioal collections of Germany, and in the 
manusoripta of the. librariea of that country; thanks to 
the innumerable and very precise details con- her 
that have been transmitted to ua by writers, some contam- 
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p o w ,  and others inspired by that charm which her 
charrrcter and her destiny are so well calculated to exert 
over every Catholic soul; thanke to this very rare combi- 
nation of happy circumstances, I am enabled to propose to 
myself a double purpoae in relating her life. While hold- 
ing faithfully to the fundamental idea of a work of thb 
character, which should be to give the lifa of a saint, a 
lcgsnd of the Ages of Faith, I may hope a h  to furnish 
a faithful picture of the cuetoms and manners of society 
at an e p h  when the empire of the Church and of chiv- 
alry was at the height of its glory. The general opinion 
ha8 been, for a long time, that the history, even purely 
profane, of an era so important for the destinies of 
humanity cannot but gain in depth and accuracy from 
special reaearchea relating to objects of the most fervent 
belief and the most cherished affection of the people of 
that tima I do not hesitate to say that in the history 
of the Middle Age8 there are few biographies which afford 
greater assistance in such a etudy than that of St. Eliza- 
beth. On the other hand, before speaking more at length 
of this Saint, and of the ideas which she represents, it 
m m s  proper that I should preaent a sketch of the state 
of Christianity at the time in which ehe lived; for every- 
thing in her life would be inexplicable to one who did not 
understand and appreciate that age. Not only waa her 
mmer, her own and her family name, associated more or 
leas intimately with many of the events of her time, but 
her dmractar offem so many analogiee with all that the 
world then witnessed upon a grander ecale, that it is 
neceesasy to recall to my readers the distinguishing fea- 
tares of a social state in which her name occupied so 
honored a placa Let me then take their attention mo- 
mentarily from her and direct it to her oontemporaries 
and to her age. 

She was born in 1207 and died in 1231. Her brief 
a 

Private Use Only



18 LIFE OF ST. ELIZABETH 

career, therefore, fell in the midst of the &st half of the 
thirteenth century, a period which was perhapa the most 
important, the most complete, and the most brilliant in 
the hietoy of Catholic society. 

In reviewing the glorious annals of the Church, it would 
be difltlault to find - at least so it seema to me - an epoch 
in which her Muence upon the world and upon the human 
m e  in all its developments was more extended, more 
fruitful, or more uncontested. Never, perhaps, had the 
Spouse of Christ reigned with such absolute dominion 
over the thoughts and hearts of the peopla She beheld 
all the ancient elements, against which she had had to 
contend so long, overoome at last and transformed at her 
feet; the whole Wegt acknowledged with a respectful 
love her eacred law. In the long strugglih which, from 
her divine foundation, she had had to sustain againat the 
passions and the repugnances of fallen humanits, never 
had she offered a more victorious resistanoe, or more ener- 
getically subdued them. Doubtlees her victory was far 
from being complete; nor could it be so, since she ia 
here in this world to fight, and awaits her triumph in 
heaven. But then certainly, more than at any other 
period of thie severe conflict, the love of her children, 
their boundlese devotion, their numbers and their courage, 
daily increasing, and the saints which she beheld con- 
stantly rising up in. their ranks, offered to this immortal 
mother strength and consolation which she w e i n c e  been 
but too cruelly deprived of. 

The thirteenth centu y ie the more remarkable in this 
reap& from the fact that the close of the twelfth was 
far from auguring well for the succeeding century. In 
faot the who of' the great voice of St. Bernard, which 
seems to have completely filled that century, had grown 
feeble towarda its close, and with it the external force of 
Catholic thought The disastrous battle of Tiberiae, the 
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loee of the true Crose, and the taking of J d e m  by 
galadin (1187) had made it evident that the West wae 
mnquered by the East upon the aacred soil which the 
h d e r s  had redeemed. The debauchery and tynrnny 
of Henry I1 of England, the seeaeeination of St. Thomaa 
B Becket, the captivity of Richard Caw de Lion, the 
violence of Philip Auguetus againet hia wife Ingelburga, 
the strocioua meltiea of the Emperor Henry VI in 
Sicily -all theae triumphs of brute force indicated but too 
plainly a certain diminution of Catholic force, while the 
progreaa of the Vaudoie and the Albigemian hereeiea, 
and the u n i v e d  oomplainta against the remisenem of the 
clergy and of the religioue orders, revealed a dangerow 
malady in the bosom of the Church. But a glorious re- 
action was at hand. With the last years of this century 
(1198), we see ascending the throne of St. Peter a man 
poseessing the force of mature years, who, under the 
name of Innocent 111, waa destined to fight with an in- 
vincible courage against all the adveraeriea of justice and 
of the Church, and to give to the world perhaps the most 
acmmpliehed model of a Sovereign Pontiff, the type par 
exdlcna of the Vicar of Christ 

Ae thie grand figure exerted a predominant infiuence 
upon the century which he hugunited, I shall be par- 
doned if I attempt to trace some detaila of hie character. 
Gracious and benevolent in hie manners, gifted with 
rare physical beauty, full of trust and tenderness in hie 
friendship, generoue to exceee in hie charities and in hie 
foundatione, an eloquent and fertile orator, an aaoetic and 
echolarly writer; a poet even, as ie demonetrated by the 
beautiful hymn, Vmi Samtc S@vitta, and the Stabat Ma&, 
that eublime elegy, of which he was the author ; 8 a great 

1 See hir ~ e r k o t u ,  'md hir hatinee De Contemptu ddundi, md upon 
the Sewn Penitential Psalma. P 

Ar to the authonhip ot the Shbd Muter, nee p. 81. 
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and profound jurisconsult, aa it was fitting the judge of 
laet resort of all Chrietianity should be; a d o u s  pro- 
tector of the sciences; watching with meverity over the 
maintenance of the lam of the Church and of her disci- 
pline, he posseseed thus all the qualities which might have 
rendered his memory illu~trious, even had he been intrueted 
with the government of the Church in a pesceful and un- 
disturbed epoch, or if that government had been limited 
to the m e  of spiritual things only. But another mission 
was reserved for him. Before sacending the sacerdotal 
throne, he had comprehended, and even published in his 
works, the aim and destiny of the Supreme Pontificate, 
not only in relation to the dvation of mule and the pre- 
servation of Catholic truth, but in mattera pertaining to 
the good government of Chrietian society. Bnd yet, full 
of mistrust of himself, no sooner was he elected than he 
earnestly beeought from all the prieata of the Catholio 
universe spedd prayers that Qod might enlighten and 
fortify him; and sod heard that universal pmyer, and 
gave him the strength to pursue and accomplish the great 
work of St. Gregory VIL 

While he was yet young and a student at the Univer- 
sity of Paris, he had made a pilgrimage to Canterbury, to 
the tomb of St. Thomas the Martyr; and we can u n d e ~  
stand how much love he must have imbibed, near those 
sacred relics, for the liberty of the Church of which he 
was to become the victorious champion. But whilat he 
was defending this mpreme liberty, the constitution of 
Europe at that period aonfemed upon him likewbe the 
glorious office of watching over all the interests of the 
people, the maintenance of al l  their righta, and the accom- 
plishment of all their duties. During his entire reign of 
eighteen years he ma8 devoted to thia colossal mission. 
Although u n w i n g l y  menaced and athoked by hia own 
subjeots, the turbulent citizens of Rome, he watched over 
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the Church and the Christian world with imperturbable 
severity, and with constant and vigilant solicitude, observ- 
ing all with the eye of a father and a judga From Ice- 
land to Sicily, from Portugal to Armenia, no tfangreeaion 
of d h t i c d  law eacaped hia notice; no injury waa 
inflicted upon the feeble without hia demanding repara- 
tion ; no legitimate right was attacked without his inter- 
posing hie protection. For him the whole of Christendom 
wae but a majestic unity, a single kingdom, without 
interior Irontiera and without dietinction of races, of 
which he was the intrepid defender from without, and the 
molute and incorruptible judge within. To protect it 
against the attacka of exterior enemies, he awakened the 
declining ardor of the Crueades; he showed that he, more 
than any other, was coneumed with that holy zeal to fight 
for the Croee which St. Gregory VII had been the first to 
feel, and which U m e d  all the Roman pontiffs, to Piue 11, 
who died a Crusader. 

The heart. of the Popa was then like a furnace, whence 
this ardor radiated over all the Christian nations; their 
eyea were open unceaeingly to the dangera which threat 
ened Europe ; and while Innocent endeavored each year 
to launch eome Christian army against the victorious 
Samxa  in the Eaet, in the North he propagated the Faith 
among the Slavonic and Sarmatian people; and in the 
West, by exhorting the kings of Spain to concord, and to 
a decisive effort against the Moors, he insured their 
miraouloua viotoriea By the sole form of pereuaaion, and 
the authorits of his great name, he brought the most die- 
tant kingdoms back to Catholic unity; such as Armenia 
and Bulgaria, which, though victorioue over the Iatin 
arms, did not hesitate to yield to the simple word of 
Inn-t. To an exalted and indefatigable esal for the 
tmth, he knew how to unite the highest toleration for 
pemna; he protected the Jews againet the exactions of 
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their princes and the blind fury of their fellow citieene, 
as the living teetirnoaiale of Christian truth, imitating, 
moreover, in that respect all of hia predeceesors without 
exception ; he corresponded even with the Mohammedan 
princes, in the interest of peace and of their salvation. 
While combating with rare perepiacity and with u n t b  
ing perseverance the innumerable heraim whioh eprang 
up at that time and thmtened the foundation of all social 
and moral order in the univerm, he did not cease to urge 
moderation and clemency upon the victorioue and irri- 
tated Catholics, including the bishop t h e d v e a  He 
 ought for a long time, by meana of gentleness and by the 
epirit of reconciliation, to reunite the eeparakd C%urch 
of the East with that of the Weat; and then, when the 
unlooked-for eucceaa of the Fourth Crusade, in overthrow- 
ing the Byzantine Empire, had forcibly compelled that 
misguided half of the Chrietian world to eubmit to his 
authority, and thua had doubled hie power, he recom- 
mended clemency toward the conquered Church ; and far 
from expreseing any sentiment of joy or pride on learning 
of that oonqtlest, he refwed to participate in the glory 
and the triumph of the conquerors ; he repelled all their 
excuses and all their religious pretexts, because in their 
ente'priae they had ignored the lawe of juetice and for- 
gotten the tomb of Chriat I For him religion and justice 
were everything, and he had identified hie life with them. 
His eoul was inflamed with a passionate love of justice, 
which no reepect for pereona, 'nor any obatade or reveree, 
could diminish or reetrain, counting eucceaa or defeat 
alike aa nothing, when a question of right was involved in 
any He waa mild and merciful toward the weak 
and the vqnquished, inflexible with the powerful and the 
proud ; everppphere and at all times the protector of. the 
o p p d ,  of weakneea and equity against triumphant and 
unjust power. 
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Thus we see him defending with a noble infiexibility 
the eanctity of the marriage tie, ae the keystone of 80- 

ciety and of Christian life. No outraged wife ever im- 
plored in vain hie powerful intervention. 

The world eaw him with admiration fighting during 
fifteen year8 against hie friend and ally, Philip Augustua, 
in defence of the rights of the unfortunate Ingelburga, 
who, leaving her home in Denmark, had come into a 
strange land, only to become the object of the contempt of 
that prince. There she found herself alone, imprieoned, 
and abandoned by all exwpt the Supreme Pontiff, who 
euoceeded at last in effecting her restoration to the throne 
of her husband, amid the acclamations of the people, 
who rejoiced to see that there existed even in this world 
s justice equally severe for aU.1 

It waa in the same spirit that he watched with p a t e ~  
nal solicitude over the destinies of royal o r p l ~ ,  the 
legitimate h e h  to crowns. We see that he waa able to 
maintain in their rights and inheritance the prinoea of 
Norway, of Poland, and of Armenia (1199), the iqfan- 
tar of Portugal, the young King Ladialas of Hungaria, 
and even the sons of the enemies of the Church, such as 
Jamee of Aragon, whose father had been killed fighting 
for heretica, and who, a captive himself of the Catholic 
army, was liberated by order of Innocent ; such likewise 
as Frederick 11, the sole heir of the imperial woe of 
Hohenstaufen, the moat formidable rival of the Holy See, 
who, left an orphan under the protection of Innocent, was 
brought up, instructed, and defended by him, and main- 
tained in his patrimony with the affection and devotion 
of a fsther, rather than of a guardian. Above all, he 

1 In like manner he wm the nucceraful defender of Queen Mary of 
m n ,  who had become tirerome to her debauched hnnband; m d  
of Quean Adelaide of Bohemia, whom llnrband waa anxionr to repu- 
diate her, in order to make a more advantageow marriage, and whom 
r coundl h d  already condemned. 
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appeara admirable to us when he offera an asylum, at the 
foot of his throne, to the aged Raymond of Touloum, the 
ancient and obstinate enemy of Catholicism, and to hie 
young eon; when he pleads himaelf their caw againat 
the prelatee and the viotorioue Crudera ; when, after 
lavishing the moat tender counaela upon thh young prince, 
and having tried in vain to appeaee his conquerora, he 
assigned to him in spite of their murmura, Corntat; and 
Provenoe, that the innooent son, whose guilty father had 
been stripped of his poaaeaaiona, might not be without 
patrimony. 

Is it astonishing that, at a period when Faith waa re- 
garded as the foundation of d thronea, and when justice 
thus personified waa seated on the throne of Peter, kinga 
sought to ally themaelvea therewith by the strongeat 
poesible tiea; that the valiant Peter of Aragon felt that 
he could in no way better aeoure the mantly aoquired 
independence of hia crown than in omaing the aeee to 
depoeit it at the feet of Inn-t, and receive it aa a 
v d  from hie hands ; that John of England, puraued by 
the just indignation of hie people, proclaimed himaelf 
alao a v d  of that Church which he had so c ~ d y  per- 
muted, eure of finding there a refuge and a pardon, whioh 
elmwhere had been refuaed him ; that, beaides theae two 
kingdoms, thoee of Navarre, Portugal, Scotland, Hungary, 
and Denmark &odd eateem it an honor to attach them- 
eelvea in a certain way to the Holy See by a apecial ,bond 
of protection? All h e w  that Innooent reepeoted the 
righte of kings in A t i o n  to the Churoh, aa much aa 
those of the Church hemU againat khga Like his 
illuatrim predecawra, he united an exalted and prudent 
polioy with hie devotion to the cause of juatice; like 
them, in opposing the a u ~ i o h  of the empire in the 
h o w  of Swabia, and in sustaining the lim of elec- 
tiom in Germany, he wved that noble country from me 
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narchid centralization, which would have changed her 
nature and stifled the germs of that prodigious intelleo- 
tual fecundity of which she justly prides herself; like 
them, in re-eatabliehing and defending with immovable 
firmness the temporal authorie of the Holy See, he 
pwmteed the independence of Italy, no l e a  than that of 
the Church. 

By hie precepte and hie example he shaped a whole 
generation of primates, equally devoted in this independ- 
ence, and worthy to be hie a u x W e s ,  such as Stephen 
Langeon in England, Henry of Gnesen in Poland, Rod- 
erio of Toledo in Spain, Foulquet of Toulouse in the 
midat of heretics; or worthy to die as martyrs in this 
holy cause, such as Saint Peter Parentis and Peter of 
Castslnau.1 His glorious life terminated with the cele- 
brated Council of Lateran (1216), which he convoked and 
presided over; where all the bonds of the Church were 
more cloeely drawn together; where the jucEg& of God, 
which had degenerated into an abuse of force, were de- 
finitively abolished; where Easter communion was pre- 
ecribed ; where that system of criminal prOC8d11re~ was 
established which has served as a model for those of all 
secular tribunals ; and where the Christian world was f h t  
made acquainted, aa i t  were, with those two great orders, 
of St. Dominic and St. Francis, which were destined to 
animate it with a new life, both of which Innocent 111 
had the glory of seeing founded during his pontScak8 
The mccesaors of this great pontiff did not degener- 
ate. During nearly half a century they presented the 

1 Killed by hereti-, the dnt  at M e t o  in llm, the aecond in Lau- 
guedoa in 1308. 

In the eighth crnon of thla council. 
Aa ia well  known, the Rotertant writer, 1l Hurter, in bh 

Hhry of Innocent 111 and hi* Conhmporanb, her raised a monument 
to the glory of the great pontiff, and to that of the Chruch, which 
merit8 the recognition of all the friend8 of truth. 
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sublime p t a c l e  of a confliot, sustained only by the 
forclee of faith and juatice, Bgaiaet all  the r e s o w  of 
human genius and power, concentrated in the Emperor 
M e r i c k  11, aud employed to achieve the triumph of 
m a W  forcee. Honoriua I11 waa the firat who had to 
contend with thia ungrateful ward of the Holy See. 
Gtentle and patient, he seemed to be placed between two 
imperious and inflexible oombatanta, Innmnt I11 and 
Gregory IX, aa if to show how far apostolic forbearanoe . 
could go. His example was an eloquent appeal to kings. 
He exhausted his regourcea to defray the expemea of the 
Crusade. He had the happineea of solemnly confirming 
the three holy orders, which were in some eort to enkindle 
a new furnace of charity and faith in the hearts of 
Christian people : the Dominicane (1226), the E'rancb- 
cam (1223), and the Carmelites (1226). d 

In spite, however, of his gentleness, he found himeell 
obliged to place the Emperor for the firat time under the 
ban of the Church, leaving to Gregory IX the taek of con- 
tinuing the etruggle. The latter, an octogenarian when he 
assumed the tiara (1227)) exhibited, duriug the fifteen 
years of hie reign, the moat indomitable energy, ae if he 
had renewed his youth in becoming the depositary of a 
power delegated by the Eternal. He was the protector 
and friend of St. Elizabeth, by whom I wae lead into the 
etudy of this century ; he drew her to S t  E'rancis of . 
Asaisi, whose heroic virtues she was able to imitate; he 
protected her when a widow and forsaken ; and when Gtod 
had called her to Himself, he proclaimed her right to the 
perpetual veneration of the faithful by inecribing her 
name on the roll of the saints. Among all mke he waa 
the universal protector of the weak and the oppressed; 
and while he promised his support to the royal widow of 
Thuringia, he extended his paternal solicitude to the poor- 
eat mfe  of the moat remoh countries of Christendom; aa 
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we see by his letter to the Polish lords, in which he r e  
proaohes them, as with a debtable crime, for wesring out 
the lives of their vcrseals, redeemed and ennobled by the 
blood of Jesus Christ, in guarding their falcone, or birde 
of prey. 

A zealous friend of true science, he founded the Uni- 
veraity of TOU~OUS~, and mused the reestablishment of 
that of Paria by St. h u b  ; not, however, without having 

, wisely probted against the introduction of profane philos 
ophy into theology. By his collection of the decretale he 
had the glory of giving to the Church her code, which be- 
came then also that of eociety in general Worthy nephew, 
as he was, of Innocent 111, he knew well how to unite 
justice with firmness. Being reconciled with Frederiok 11, 
after having previously excommunicated him, he sustained 
him with a noble impartiality against the revolution of his 
son Henry (1235), and even against the exwsive demands 
of the cities of Lombardy, although these latter were the 
beat allies of the Church (1237). When later on the 
Emperor violated hie most solemn pledges, and it became 
necessary to excommunicate him a second time, what an 
admirable sight it was to behold thia old man, almost a 
m-ian, engaging fearlessly in a desperate conteat, 
and at the same time reoommending to the army of John 
of Brieme, which was marching againet the perfidious 
Emperor, clemency, moderation, and the protection of 
prisonera. men, defeated and abandoned by all, besieged 
in Rome by Frederick, who was in league with the Romans 
themselves against him, he displayed in this terrible crisis, 
and in the midst of human weakness, a strength whioh ia 
to be looked for only in things divine. He mused the 
relia of the Holy Apostles to be brought forth and borne 
in procession through the oity, and asked the Romans 
whether they were willing to see this sacred deposit periab, 
which he could not defend without their assistance, At 
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on- their hearts were tauahed ; they swore to die for him ; 
the Emperor was repulsed and the Church delivered. Hie 
mwseor, Innocent IV (1242)) who up to the time of hie 
election had been the friend and partisan of Frederick, 
h m  the moment of his elevation sacrificed hie previoue 
h o e  to the eacred mission which had been intrusted 
to him, and b that admirable unity of views whioh had 
governed hie predecessors during two centuries. Pursued, 
threatened, and hemmed in on all sidea by the imperial 
lines which, on the North aud on the South, from Ger- 
many and from Sioily, made Rome a prieon for him, it waa 
absolutely neoeseary that he should escape. Where should 
he find shelter 1 All the kings, even S t  Louis, refused it 
to him. Fortunately Lyone was free and belonged only 
to an independent archbishop There Innocent assembled 
around him, in general council, all the bishop kho could 
escape from t p m y ,  and his brothers the cardinals. To 
the latter he gave the red cape, to show them that they 
ought always to be ready to ahed their blood for the 
Churoh. And then, from the midst of this supreme tri- 
bunal, whioh Prederick had invoked and mqpized, and 
before which his advocates had appeared solemnly to 
plead hie cause, the fugitive Pontiff fulminated sentence 
of deposition against the most powerful sovereign in 
the world as the oppressor of religious liberty and the 
despoiler of the Church, as a heretio and a tyrant1 An 
ever memorable triumph of right over might, of faith over 
m a W  interests, the third a& in the eaored drama in 
which Gregory VII and Alexander III had already 
crushed under foot the rebellious elementa, amid the w 
clamatione of heaven and earth I 

We know how Providence took upon itself the ratifica- 
tion of that sentenca Histoy tells us of the downfall and 

1 Upon bin tomb at Napler we read t h l 8  vene : " Stnrrit Inirnicnm 
Chr&ti colnbrnm Fredericnm." 
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of the last days of Frederick ; the premature death of hie 
son, and the total ruin of that formidable ram An 
admirable mark of the absolute ooniidence inspired by the 
integrity of the Holy See ie afforded us in the fact that, 
as formerly Frederick himself, an orphan from .his birth, 
had been left to the protection of Innocent 111, the rela- 
tivea and the allies of hia grandson Conradin, the last and 
unfortunate offspriug of the house of Swabia, were unwill- 
ing to confide his guardianship to any other than the 
Pontiff who had deposed hia grandfather, and who admin- 
istered loyally the trust up to the moment that it wae 
mimi h m  him by the perfidy of Manfred. 

The conteet was continued against the latter, and against 
all the enemies of the Church, with the same intrepidity 
and the same perseveranoe, under Alexander IV (1254), a 
worthy representative of that family, the Conti, which had 
already given to the world an I n n m n t  111 and a Gregory 
IX;  and after hi under Urban IV (1261), the son of a 
shoemaker, who, far from being ashamed of hia origin, 
had a picture of his father working at hia trade painted 
on the C h w h  windowe of Troyes; who had the glory of 
finding new food for Catholio piety in the institution of 
the Feast of the Blessed Sacrament (1264) ; and who, 
immovable in the midst of the greatest dangera, died with- 
out knowing where to lay hie head, leaving to the Church 
the protection of the brother of St. Louie and a French 
kingdom in the Siciliea. This conqueat waa achieved 
under Clement IV, who sought in vain to aave the life of 
Oonradin, the innocent and expiatory victim of hie guilty 
family. And thue terminated for a time that noble war 
of the Church against secular oppwion, which waa dea- 
tined to be resumed, with very different success, though 
with no less glory, under Boniface VIII. 

It must not be forgotten that while these great pontiffe 
were devoting their utmost energies to the prosecution of 
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this war, far fmm being abeorbed by it, they were giving to 
the interior organization of the C h m h  and of eooiety all 
the care that would have been poesible in a etate of pro- 
found peaca They continued, one after the other, with 
au invincible pereevesance, the gigantic work with which 
they had been'charged eince the downfall of the Roman 
Empire, the work of molding and shaping all the diveree 
elementa of the Germanic and northern nations who had 
conqnsred and reanimatec1 Europe, of distinguishing all 
there was in them of good, pure and ealutary, that it 
might be eanctified and civilized, and of rejecting all that 
wae really barbarow At the same time, and with the 
same constancy, they labored for the propagation of knowl- 
edge and education, and placed them within the reach of 
all; they conseorated the natural equality of the human 
race by beatowing the highest dignities of the Church 
upon men born in the lowest classes, provided only they 
were poseessed of virtue and knowledge ; they elaborated 
and promulgated the magnificent d e  of ecclesiarrtical 
legislation, and establiahed that clerical jurisdiction, the 
benefits of which were all the more apparent from the 
fact that it warr the only one which, at that time, my-  
nieed neither torture nor cruel punishment of any kmd, 
and alone made no distinction of persons among Chris- 
tians. No doubt, in the boaom of the Church which had 
such leaders, many human miseries were to be found min- 
gled with such grandeur and sanctity ; nor will i t  ever be 
other-, so long ae divine things are intrusted to mortal 
hands; but we may doubt, I think, whether any other 
period has been more exempt from them, and whether 
the rights of Qod and those of humanity were ever de- 
fended with more noble oaurage and by more illustrious 
championa 

By the side of this majestic Church there existed the 
S d  biijaty, to wwhh the people of that time did 
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homage, - the Holy Roman Empire, of which all semd-  
ary kingdoms seemed but offshoots 

Unfortunately since the extinction of the house of Sax- 
ony, in the eleventh century, i t  had become the appanage 
of two families, in which the grand and pious genius of 
Charlemagne' had gradually dieappeared, those of Frau- 
con .  and Swabia In p h  of this they had substituted 
a new spirit, impatient of all spiritual restraint, arrogant 
and proud in the strength alone of arm and of feudal 
mpremacy, tending always to a confusion of the two 
powere and to an absorption of the Church in the Empire. 
This pernioioue tendency, overcome by Gregory VII in 
Henry IV, and by Alexander III in Frederick Barbamam, 
was renewed in Frederick I1 ; but he, too, found his can- 
querore in the Holy Sea 

The influence of Frederick I1 was predominant through- 
out the half century which mas embraced, almoet entirely, 
within his migal It seems to me impossible, even for 
the moet prejudiced mind, not to be struck by the great 
difference between the beginning of hie reign, when he 
was faithful to the Church of Rome, which had ao aoru- 
pulously watched over his minority? and the lsst twenfy 
yeam of his life, which saw all the many gloriecr that had 
surrounded his youth gradually fade away. It would be 
dif8cult to conceive of anything more brilliant, more poetic, 
and more imposing than that imperial court, preaided over 
by a prince eo young, gifted with every quality of mind 
and body, an enthusiast of the arb, of poetry, and of 
knowledge, familiar with six language8 and vmed in a 
multitude of sciences, granting to the kingdom of Sicily, 
whilst the Pope was crowning him at Rome (l220), a 
wise d e  of laws, enlightened and remarkable for their 

1 Khg of Sicily In 1198, Emperor in 1214 he died tn 1860. 
Innocent III, Honoriar III, and Gregory IX a11 arrirtad in bir 

edumtion ; the dnt M Pope, the other two M cudinrrlr. 
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harmony; and later on, after his recondiation with the 
Holy See, publishing at Mentz the fht laws of Germany 
in her national language, drawing around him the &te of 
the chivalry of his vaat dominions, giving them an ex- 
ample of valor and of poe t id  talent, in hie beautiful 
palaces of Sicily, where were .found aide 'by aide the 
diverse elementa of German, Italian, and Oriental civili- 
cation. It waa this m & q p  that ruined him. B e  would 
have been, saya a chronicler, without a rid on the earth, 
had h6 W lmsd hia o m  d.' But a fatal penchant 
drew him to the manners of the Eaet. He who, it was at 
one time anppoeed, was about to marry St. Elizabeth when 
she had become a widow, and who aued for the hand of 
St. Aguea of Bohemia? ehortly after shut himaelf up in 
a shameful seraglio, aumunded by Saramic guarda 

Beaide thie moral ~ensualism he won prodaimed a eort 
of political materialiem, whioh was, to say the lead, pre- 
mature in the thirteenth century; he subverted all the 
idem of the Christian world in going to the Holy S e p  
ulchre ae the ally of Mohammedan princes, and no longer 
ae the conqueror of the Holy Land. On bis return to 
Europe, not satisfied with the exalted paition of Chris- 
tian Emperor, foremoet among the powerful and strong, 
not the mere maater of a population of elavee, respected 
ae a friend of the Church, not her oppressor, he sowed in 
society the germa of pernicioue doctrines which have 
since borne but too well their natural fruit. 'Inebriated 
with power, like Louie XIV and Napoleon at later periods, 
the intervention of any spiritual authority was irkmme 
to him, and he a n n o u n d  through hie chancellor, Pietro 

1 &limbed, ap. Uumer, I Q  48. 
a She &wed him in order to become r Ehncircm. The Emperor, 

on leuning it, add : " Had rhe preferred my other man to me, I would 
h e  had my revenge; but dnce it in God that ,he h u  preferred, I 
hare nothlng to my.'' 
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delle Vigne, that the right to dispose of all thinge, human 
and divine, belonged to the Emperor. 

The age was etill too thoroughly Christian to tolerate 
auch an invaeion of the vital prerogatives of Christianity. 
To exercise supremacy over the conviotione and the im- 
agination of men needed a different spirit, even in the 
secular power; and euch was found in St. Louis. We see 
Frederick, who, according to the words of the holy king, 
had employed hb ta&& to wage war agaimt God, etruck 
by the thunderbolts of the Church, distinguishing him- 
df more and more each day by his cruelty, perfidy, and 
duplicity ;l oppressing his people with taxations and 
fines; causing them, by the excess of his debaucheries, to 
doubt his faith; and dying at laat in a remoh prt of 
Iby, whither he had retired, smothered by his own 
in the midst of Sarecens, whose attachment only rendered 
him the mare mspected to the Christians 

Under his reign, as under that of his pred8c88aorsJ Gelc 
many, which .eaw but little of him, was in a flourishing 
condition. She witnessed in Bavaria the growth of the 
power of the dukes of Wittelsbach; ehe admired the 
splendor of the princea of Austria, of E'rederick the Vie  
torioua, of Leopold the Glorious, of whom it was said 
that he was brave as a lion and modest as a girl; she 

1 For example, the execution of the #on of the doge Tiepolo, that 
of the Bhhop of Are=, or tlie imprironment of the cardhala who 
attended the council which he himrelf had mked for. 

8 The drcumrtancer of his death are vario~rly related. Dallinger 
myr: "Loaded with the heavy weight of hin crima, and with the 
rentence of tho Church rtill upon him, he died in 1ZW a t  Florentine 
in Lower Italy." Alzog rayr : " While on h b  way, a t  the head of a 
powerid army, to the deliverance of Emio (hie son) Frederick died 
Dee. 18,1260. He made coderrion to the Archbirhop of Palermo, 
by whom he ria ab.so1ve.d from the ban of the Church, and, at his own 
requert, WM buried in the cathedml of that city!' Other rccomtd my 
that Mrnfred (hie natural ron).pohned both hir brother Conrad IVand 
hlt father. [Tramlator.] 
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extolled the virtuea of the house of Th- under the 
fatherin-law and the husband of St. Ekabeth ; she aaw 
in Archbishop Engelbert of Cologne a martyr to justioe 
and to the public aafety, whom the Chumh hastened to 
place in the number of her eainte. Her oitia, like thoee 
of the Low Countria, developed with a powerful and 
prosperous individualiv ; Cologne and Lubeck were at the 
height of their idaence, and the Hanmatio 'Letrgue 
was juat springing into existence. Her legialation de- 
veloped with grandeur in the two M h m  of Saxony 
and Swabia, and in numeroue other local coda, all baaed 
upon reepect for private righta and eetabliehed ideae, and 
breathing a noble mixture of Christian thought with the 
elementa of ancient &man law, unaltered as yet by the 
GChibdlhe importation of Roman law. Finally she counted 
already among her heroes a real Christian monarch. 
Rudolph of Hapeburg grew up in silence under the 
shadow of the throne of Hohenstaufen? and was worthy 
to be the founder of an imperial ram ; for he eaved his 
country from anarchy, and proved himself before the 
world to be a true representative of Charlemagne. One 
might have foretold his reign when at his consecration, 
finding no eceptre at hand, he eeiesd the crucifix upon the 
altar and exclaimed, "This is my sceptre; I wish no 
other I " 

If the Empire seemed to have departed from ita natural 
path, France, on the other hand, replaced it in some sort, 
taking from it that character of eanctity and grandeur 
which was datined to shed so much lustre upon the 
most Christian kingdom. But ehe, too, n ~ ~ m e d  in her 
bosom a deep wound, which had to be healed at any coat, 
in order that her unity and her grand deetiny might not 

1 Killed in U!X by the Count of Altenr 
a He w u  prerented at the baptismal font by Frederick I1 in May, 

l Z l R  humer, III, 276. 
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be forever oompromieed. I refer to that hotbed of here- 
aim, the enemy of society aa well ae of religion, which 
defiled the South, and had become rooted in the corrupt 
massee that have been designated under the name of 
Albigemea. At the present day there is no di5culty in 
forming a c o m t  idea of the morals and the doctrines 
of these men, who had as their worthy repramtatives 
princes whose debaucheries make one shudder, and 
whom falee h i s t o h  have for eo long a time defended 
at the expense of truth and religion We know that if they 
were persecuted, they were no less persecutors them- 
selves ; that at best they were tranegreesors against the 
common law of society at that period. Not only Franoe, 
but Spain as well, and Italy, would have been loat to the 
Faith and to true civilization if the crusade had not been 
euocessfully waged against this impure eyetem of pagan 
and oriental doctrines. Undoubtedly, in the effort to 
c m h  this rebellion against Christianity, deplorable means 
were but too often resorted to, such as Cbrietian charity 
must abhor, and which the Holy See always reprobated, 
even in the heat of the contest. But it is acknowledged 
now that these cruelties were at least reciprocated ; and, MI 

far as I am aware, no method hae yet been deviaed for 
waging war, and especially a religious war, with kindneaa 
irnd amenity. He who waa recognized aa the champion of 
Wholiciem in this tenible conflict, Simon of Montfort, 
undoubtedly tarnished in some measure his glory by a too 
great ambition, and by a severity which good faith cannot 
excuse; yet there remaina much to hie honor which 
Catholics need not hesitate to extol unreservedly. 

History certainly present. few characters a~ great as 
 hi^ for will, perseveranoe, courage, and contempt of death. 
Bnd when we reflect upon the fervor and humility of his 

1 See MicheletY8 Hul. of Francs, II, 470; and eapecidly the Lj/r 
d St. Dominic by Father Lacordah. -- 
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piety, the inviolable purity of hie morals, and that inflex- 
ible devotion to ecdesirrstical authority which induced him 
to retire alone from the camp of the Cnreadera before 
Zam, because the Pope had forbidden him to Qh t  against 
the Chrbtiana, we can imagine the excess of hie indigne- 
tion against those who disturbed peace of onscience and 
destroyed all the wetmints of morality. Hie character, na 
well as the age in which he lived, ia well deewibed in the 
words which he used when about to engage in an unequal 
contest: " The whole Church is praying for me ; defeat 
were impoeeibla" And on another omdon, when puraued 
by the enemy, having with hie oavalry forded a river 
which his infantry were unable to m, he himaelf 
returned with only 0ve men, exclaiming, The poor sol- 
diem of Christ are exposed to death, and I would remain 
in safety 1 Let the will of the Lord be acoompliahed con- 
cerning me; I shall certaixil y go with them I " 

The dwisive victory of Muret (l212), whioh a e d  
the triumph of the Faith, also indimten to us, by the conhat 
of ite two prindpal personages, the nature of the oonteet ; 
one of them, Montfort, at the head of a handful of oom- 
batanta, seeking in prayer and the sacraments the right 
to expeot a victory whioh could be but a m i d e ;  the 
other, Peter of Aragon, wming forth, weakened by debauch- 
ery, to be defeated and killed amidst a numeroua army. 
Whilat this confliot was progressing, and preparing the 
way for the reunion of the conquered provinces with the 
crown of F m w ,  a king worthy of hie eurnamq Philip 
Augustue, illustrated the crown with the first rays of a 
glory and a moral influence, founded upon religion, which 
it was destined to preseme for s long tima Being asked, 
in his youth, of what he was thinking during his long 
and frequent reveries, he replied : " I am thinking of how 
to restore to France the power and splendor which she 
poseeesed under Charlemagna" And during hie long and 
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glorious reign he never maad to show himself faithful to 
that great thought. The reunion of Normandy and the 
provinces wrested from the assassin John Laokland con- 
stituted the real foundation of the power of the French 
monarchs. After having given evidentx of hie loyalty to 
the Chrietian cause in the crusade, he showed himaelf 
during the whole of hie life to be the friend and staunch- 
eat support of the Churcb ;l a proof of which he gave, by 
the most painful sacrifice, in overcoming his deep-seated 
repugnance to the wife whom Rome required him to 
acknowledge. Reconciled with hie people by hie recon- 
ciliation with her, he soon received a reward from heaven 
in the great victory of Bovines (1215), a religious as 
well as a national viotory, gained over tihe enemies of the 
Church aa well as of France. Thie fact is sufficiently 
established by all that hietory has recorded concerning 
the impious projects of the confederates, all of whom 
were excommunicated; by the earnest prayers of the 
prieste during the combat, and by the beautiful worde of 
Philip to his soldiers : " The Church is praying for us; I 
go forth to fight for her, for France, and for you." Around 
him fought all the heroes of the chivaly of France, - 
Matthew of Montmorency, Enguemud de Coucy, William 
des Bamw, and Gudrin de Seulie, a prelate, a minister, and 
a warrior at one and the same time. After the defeat of the 
enemy they associated themeelves with their king for 
the purpose of founding, in honor of the Blessed Virgin, 
the abbey of Our Lady of Victory, which was destined to 
mecra te ,  under the patronage of Mary, the memory of 
a victory which had saved the independence of France. 

The pmtige of the French monarchy, and ita suprem- 
acy over the southern provinces, which i t  eventually ab- 
sorbed, only increased under the brief but prosperous reign 
of Louie VIII, who died a victim of his chastity ; aa well 

1 He never fought on Sunday, 
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as under the regenq of Blanche of Castile, ae tender a 
mother aa ahe waa courageous and wiee a sovereign, who 
declared that she would prefer to eee all of her children 
dead rather than have them oommit a single mortal ain, 
and wae, at the =me time, no leee watchful over their 
temporal advancement. She waa the very worthy object 
of the romantic love of Thibaut of Champagne, the poet 
king, and cherished herself a tender regard for St. Elha- 
beth.' Her regency was a worthy harbinger of the reign 
of S t  Louie, that model of kin@, whom histoy honors 
aa the moet accomplished character perhape of modern 
times, while Christianity honors in him the union of all 
the virtues which merit heaven In reading the hiatoy 
of this life, at once so aublime and so beautiful, one aake 
himaelf if ever the King of heaven had upon earth a 
more faithful servant than this angel, cmwned for 8 time 
with a mortal crown, to ahow the world how man may be 
traneformed by faith and lova What Christian heart 
would not be moved with admiration in contemplating all 
that Ued the heart of S t  Louie ; that sentiment of duty 
ao etrong and ao pure ; that exalted and acrupuloue regard 
for juetice; that exquisite delicacy of conscience which 
led him to repudiate the illegitimate acquisitiom of hie 
predeaaaors, at the expense even of the public safety 
and of the affeationa of hie subjecte; that intense love 
of his neighbor with which hie heart overflowed, and 
which, after being lavished upon hie beloved wife, his 
mother, and hia brothera, whose death he mourned bitterly, 
reached even to the lowest of his aubjecta, inspired him 
with a tender solicitude for the soula of others, and led 
him, during hia leiaure hours, to the cottage of the poor, 
whom he himaelf conaoled I And yet, with all these saintly 
virtues, he was brave to the point of rashness; he was 
the beet chevalier aa well aa the beat Ohriatian in France, 

1 8ee Chapter XXXIIL. 
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as he proved himaelf at Taillebourg and at Meneou~a 
Why ehould he fear to Q h t  and die, he who had bound 
himaelf, as it were, by a ompact with divine and human 
juatice, and had given proof of his fidelity thereto by hie ae- 
verity towarda hie own brother ; he who, before embarking 
on the Crusade, waa not ashamed to eend out, through 
every part of his kingdom, mendicant frim, chsrged to 
inquire, among the poorest h e a ,  whether any wrong 
had been done them in the king'e name, and if eo, to make 
adequate reparation at the the king's expeneel And, aa 
if he were the personification of supreme juatioe, he was 
h e n  aa arbitrator in all the great diaputee of his time 
between the Pope and the Emperor, and between the 
h o n e  of England and their king. Even while held a 
captive by the infidels, he waa chosen by them as their 
judge. Twice after hie captivity his love of Chriet led 
him into pagan lands, and there he met with hia death. 
It waa a sort of martyrdom, the only one permitted him, 
and indeed the only death worthy of him. On hie death- 
bed he diotcrted to hie son hie memorable instructions, the 
moat beautiful worda ever uttered from the mouth of a 
king. Juet before breathing hia laat, he was heard to 
whisper in a low voice, " 0 Jeruaalem l Jeruaalem 1 " 
Waa it to the celestial, or to the earthly city, that he 
addreaaed this exclamation of regret, or of sublime hope 1 
He had been unwilling to enter the ,latter under treaty 
and without hie army, lest his example should authorice 
the other Christian king0 to do the m a  But not one of 
them went there after him. He wae the last of the royal 
Ormadem, of the really Christian kings, entitled to that 
name, and he had been the greatat among them. He 
has left ue two immortal monumente, his oratory and 
his tomb,- the SaCtc-ChapeUs and the Saint-Denis, 
both pure and simple, 'and like hie own mul towering 
heavenward. He has left one yet more beautiful and 
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immortal in the memory of the people,- the d of 
Vinmnnes. 

In England the perverse race of Norman kings, all of 
them o p p r e ~ ~ r a  of their people, and all bitter oppreeeors 
of the Church, could oppose to Philip Augustus only the 
infamous John Lackland, and to St. Louie only the 
pale and feeble Henry 111. But if royalty there was a 
scandal, the Church appeared in all her splendor, and the 
nation successfully defended her moat important privi- 
leges. The English Church had been especially favored 
with a succeseion of great men in the metropolitan see 
of Canterbury, auch aa have, perhape, no panillel in her 
annala Stephen Langton, during the reign of John, was 
the worthy suoceesor of St. Dunatan, IanErsnc, St. Bneelm, 
and St. Thomas B Becket, and the worthy repreasntative 
of Innocent 111. After having defended with invincible 
intrepidity the ecalesiaetid franchises, he placed himself 
at the head of the insurgent barons, who having united 
their fornee in the army of God and the ably Church, 
wrested h m  the king the celebrated Magna a r t n ,  the 
groundwork of that English Conetitution which modern 
ages have admired so much ; forgetting, no doubt, that it 
waa but the product of the feudal system, and that this 
same charter, far from being an innovation, was but a 
rehabilitation of the laws of St. Edward, and a confirma- 
tion of the public law of all Europe at that period, based 
upon the maintenance of all auoient and personal rights. 
Under Henry 111 also, whom the Holy See alone main- 
tained upon hia tottering throne, preventing ite union with 
Francs by the conqueat of the son of Philip Augustus, 
the Church had her courageous defendera and her noble 
victims in St. Edmund of Canterbury, who died in exile 
in 1242, and St. Richard of Winchester ; and the nation 
suweded in conquering her Liberties under the leaderahip 
of the noble eon of Simon of Montfort, brave and pious 
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like hie father, who was defeated and killed at the close 
of hia weer, but not until he had made a crusade of this 
popular war, and eucceeded in introducing the deputies 
of the people into the &st politid aasembly that bore 
the name, which afterwards became eo glorious, of the 
Brit&& Parliamsnt (1268). 

About the same time, in Scotland, we see the pious 
King William, the ally of Innocent 111, in order to give 
a proof of hie love for the Church and the B l e d  Vir- 
gin, ordaining that the poor people should reat from their 
labors every Saturday after midday (1202). 

In the Scandinavian kingdome the thirteenth century 
opened under the great Amhbiahop Abaalon of Lund 
(1201)) an intrepid warrior, ae well ae a prelate, the bene- 
factor and civilizer of these nationa Sweden grew under 
the grandson of St. Eric; and Norway, where tracea of 
the ancient Germanic constitution were beet p~eaemed, en- 
joyed under Haco V (1217-1263), her principal legislator, 
a repoee to which she had been unaccustomed. Wd- 
demar the Viotorious (1202-1262), the moat illustrious of 
the kings of Denmark, extended hie dominion over all the 
southern countries of the Baltic; and anticipating the 
compact of Calmar, conceived, and waa on the point of 
executing, the grand project of uniting under one rule all 
the a t a h  bordering on the Baltic, when the battle of 
Bornhoveden (1227) gave the Germanic raoea the ascen- 
dency over the Scandinavians. But throughout the mume 
of his mqueete he never lost sight of the duty of con- 
verting the pagans, to which the Holy See un~~88ingly 
exhorted him. Hie efforts for the propagation of the 
Faith in Livonia were dded by those of the order of 
Sword-Bearera, founded especially for thie purpose (1203), 
and later by those of the Teutonic order. The transfer 
of the principal forces of this lrret order into Prusaia, to 
implant Christianity there, wae an occunace of great 
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importance in the history of rsligion and civilbation in 
Northern Ewpe ;  and if human pamione were too often 
a p p n t  in thia m a d e ,  which lasted two centuries, we 
muat bear in mind that through it alone was Christianity 
euamaful in saquiring an influence over them obstinate 
raoee; and we muat admire aLl that the Popee did to 
mitigate the hardships of the conqueskl Poland, too, in 
like manner, waa elready laying the foundations of the 
Orthodox Kingdoma The Archbishop Henry of Gnesep, 
the legate of Innocent 111, rwatabliehed there ecclesiae- 
tical discipline and liberty againet the sttaclre of Duke 
Ladielae. St. Hedwiges, aunt of St. Elizabeth, gave there 
an example, on the throne, of the most austere virtues, 
and offered aa a sacrifice to Cfod her son, who died a 
martyr to hie faith, fighting against the Tartara 

Poland, in oppoaing to these terrible hordes who had 
ensland Ruseia and overrun Hungary a bulwark which 
they were never able to overcome, was obliged to ehed 
torrkte of her blood during the whole of thie century, 
and thue became, what ehe has ever eince been, the glo- 
rioue victim of Chrietianity. 

Directing our attention again to the South of Europe, 
and contemplating Italy, which was the moat animated 
and brilliant of the Christian nations, we are painfully 
impressed in the first place by the spectacle of the cruel 
and interminable oonfiicte between the Guelphe and Ghib- 
ellines, and the intense feelings of hatred engendered by 
the war for those principles which gave rise to these 
parties. Thia baneful element of hate eeema to be a pre- 
dominant feature in the history ,of Italy at all perioda 
I t  was assodated with I hardly know what pagan and 
egoistic policy, a relic of the daya of the Roman Republic, 

1 In 1U9 a legate of the Pope went to Prrwia to recrvs to the con- 
quered people the freedom of mamiage, of rucceuionr, etc. 

A title which hu h c e  been accorded by the Poper to P o h d .  
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which throughout the Middle Ages prevailed in the hearla 
of the Italians over the idea of the Church or of the Em- 
pire, and which robbed them of much of the salutary in- 
fluence of the Holy See, whose loyal subjects they should 
have been before all others, and whose power and devotion 
they had had ocoasion to appreciate during the contest of 
the Lombard cities against the emperora 

But however painful the contemplation of theee dig- 
ordexa which rent the heart of Italy, it is impossible not 
ta admire the extmrdinay energy, moral and phyeicel, 
the fervor of patriotism, and the depths of convictions, 
which am impressed upon the history of each of the 
innumerable republics which divided her territory. We 
are amazed at  the marvellous wealth of monuments, pub- 
lio institutions, and foundations, and the immense number 
of great men of every kind, warriors, poets, and artists, that 
flourished in each of those cities of Italy, which today 
am eo d e d  and depopulated. Never, certainly,  since^ 
the golden ages of ancient Greece, had there been witnessed 
eo vigorous a development of the human will, eo wonder- 
ful a power given to the works of man, or 80 much life in 
so emall a s p m  But when we think of the prodigies of 
88~1cti@ which the thirteenth century witnessed in Italy, 
we realize what the bond was that held together all those 
impetuous hearta ; we are reminded of that river of Chrie- 
tian charity which flowed always, deep and unfathomable, 
beneath t h w  storms and billows. In the midst of this 
u n i v e d  made, cities were built and enriched ; their pop 
ulation was, in many cseee, tenfold that of the preaent 
day; maaterpiecea of art were produced; and in com- 
merce, and especially in the sciences, they made conatant 
progmal Unlike the German states, all political.and 

1 The celebrated Unirerrity of Pad= w u  founded in lB2;  that 
of V i m  in 1208 ; V m l U  in 18118; T r e r h  in 1880, and Napler Q 
120C 
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mial existence wan concentrated in the ranks of the 
nobility in the citia, none of whioh, however, waa sd6- 
ciently pre-eminent to absorb the life of the othera ; and 
this generous rivalry between them may explain in part 
the extraardinary force which they had at their command. 
The league of the Lombard oitiea, triumphant ever aince the 
peace of Constance, lnaved s u m f u l l y  all the efforta of 
the imperial power. The Crusades had given an in&- 
oulable impetus' to the commerce and prosperity of the 
maritime repubha of Gtenoa and Venice. The latter es- 
pecially, under her doge Enrh  Dandolo, an octogenarian 
and s blind hero, beoame a power of the first rank by the 
conquest of Constantinople and the faireat portion of the 
Empire of the East, which wan for so long a time her pride. 
The league of the Tuem cities, motioned by Innwent 
111, afforded a new guarantee to the existence of those 
citiee whoee hfatory ie worthy of the greatat empirea ; 
euoh as Piaa, Lucca, Sienna, which was solemnly dedi- 
ated to the Blessed Virgin before the glorious victory of 
Arbia; and Florence especially, parhaps the moet inter- 
eeting single state of modern times. On every page of 
the nnnaln of all these cities we h d  evidence of the moat 
touching piety, as w d  aa of the most generous devotion 
to country. To cite a single instance out of a thousand, 
when we see a people complaining, as did the oitizens of 
Fern, that they are not aaseaaed sufEciently for the 
wanta of the country, we hardly have the courage to be 
severe tow& institution8 which produced eo exalted a 
degree of disinterestednees end patriotiem. Contempo- 
raneously with thb movement, purely Italian, we know 
that the great cantest between the epiritual and temporal 
power was more violent there than in any other part; 
and m h i d y  the fact that the latter was reduoed to 
the neoesaity of being represented by the atrocious 
lkcalh, lieutenant of Frederiok 11, ie evidence of the 
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moral superiority of the muse of the Chumb. 8outhtm 
Italy, under the mpt re  of the h o w  of Swabh, owed to 
&Merick I1 and hie ~hanoeuor, Pietro delle Vigne, the 
benefita of a wise and wmplete legislation and all the 
eplendor of poetry and the arta But a t  the same time 
it was overrun by the Saraoenio oolonies of the Emperor 
and his eon Manfred, until Rome d e d  there a new 
Frenoh race, the house of Anjou, who came, ae at another 
time did the gallant Normans, to guarantee the inde- 
pendence of the Church and to dose the gates of Europe 
against the infidels. 

But if the Cetholio hietorian cannot emape a certain 
feeling of aadnese in forming his judgment of Italy, he 
hda in Spain of the thirteenth century only subjects of 
unmingled admiration. It was in every respect the heroio 
age of that noble nation, the age when she was worthy to 
conquer, not only her own Boil and her own independence, 
but likewise the glorious title of the Cathot& 1Kmudy. 
Firat, in m n ,  one of the two grand divisions of the 
pembula, after Peter 111, -a king who, aa we have sqm, 
voluntarily reoeived hie orown from Innooent III, yet who 
fell fighting against the Churoh at Muret, -we find hie 
son, Don Jsmee the Conqueror, whoee wife was a sieter 
of St. Elizabeth ; who merited his surname by oapturing 
Majorw and Valenoia from the Moore ; who, like k r ,  
wrote hia own obronicle, and who during a reign of sixty- 
four yeam, full of oonfliota, was never defeated, won thirty 
victories, and founded two thousand ohurches. In Castile 
the wntury opened under the reign of Blfonso the Short, 
the founder of the Order of St. James and of the Univer- 
sity of Salamanca, those two glories of Spain. He wae 
supported by the illustrious Roderio Xirnenes, Archbishop 
of Toledo (120&1216), a worthy precursor of him who, 
two wntariee later, immortalieed this same nama Like 
eo many other prelates of this charaoter, he waa an intrepid 
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wmior, a profound politioian, an eloquent preacher, an I 

emurate historian, and a most generoue almoner; Thb 
king and this primate were the heroes of that memorable 
day of lae Navaa de Tolosa (July 16,1212), on which Spain 
did for Europe what France had done under Charles Martal, 
and what, at a later day, Poland did under Sobieaki ; when 
she saved Europe from the irruption of four hundred thou- 
sand Mwulmen who attacked her from the rear. The 
Empire of the Crescent wae broken from the date of that 
glorious victory, which waa the true type of a Christian 
battle, and was consecrated in the memory of the people 
by miraculoue traditions. The great Innocent I11 felt 
that he could not more worthily celebrate the event than 
by the institution of the feast of the Triumph of 2h.e Crom, 
which is still obaemed on the aame day in Spain. Alfonso 
was succeeded by St. Ferdinand, a contemporary and 
an own oouain of St. Louia He proved himaelf to be not 
unworthy of this illuatrioue kinship, for, like Louis, with 
a11 the glories of the Christian soldier he united all the 
virtues of the saint; and with the tendereat love of hie 
people, the most ardent love of God. He would never 
consent to burden his people with new imposta. 

God .will provide by other meam for our defence," 
he said. " I fear the malediction of a poor woman more 
than the whole army of the Moore I "  Nevertheless, he 
prosecuted with unparalleled s u m  the work of liberae 
ing the country. He took Cordova, the seat of the West- 
ern Caliphate, and after dedioating the principal moeque 
to the Bleased Virgin, ordered the clocb to be returned 
to Compostella on the shoulders of the Moors, which .the 
Caliph Almaneor had brought thence on the shoulders of 
the Christians He conquered the Kingdom of Murcia in 
1240, that of Jaen in 1246, and finally that of Seville in 
1248, leaving only Grenada to the Araba And yet, 
humble in the midst of so much glory, ae he lay stretched 

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



npon hie deathbed he wrote, with teare, these warda: 
0 my divine Saviour I Thou hast suffered so much for 

the love of me, and I, wretched creature, what have I done 
for the love of Thee I " 
Spain had a permanent crusade upon her own mil. The 

reat of Europe had a long way to go in quest of it; 
whether to the North, againet the barbarians, to the South, 
against the hmtics, or to the East, againet the profanere 
of the Holy Sepulchre. Every now and then this grand 
thought fomd iW upon the minds of the people in the 
bidst of local agitations and peramal intemte of all 
kinds, absorbing them in one great purpose. Nor did its 
infiuence ceaee to be felt until St. Louie had pasaed away ; 
during the first half of the thirteenth century it was still 
ae strong ae at any time. I n  the firat yeare of that cen- 
tury, Foulqua de Neuilly, a rival by hie eloquence+ and by 
the enthueiaam which he inspired, of Peter the Hermit 
and St. Bernard, going about from one tournament to 
another, persuaded all the French chivalry to take the 
rrosa An m y  of barom embarked at Venice and went 
to overthrow the Byzantine Empire, as a preparatory step 
to the taking of J e r d e m .  In spite of the disapprobation 
which a aevere sense of juetice led Innocent I11 to pro- 
nounce against this remarkable conquest, we cannot deny 
ite grandeur, nor the Christian sentiment which inspired 
it. We see the French knighte always demanding aa a 
firat condition of their negotiations the reunion of the 
Greek Church with Rome, and making it the firat result 
of their victory, Thie conquest, moreover, was but a just 
chastisement inflicted npon the perfidy of the Greek em- 
peror~, who had always betrayed the cause of the Cru- 
saders, and upon a degenerate and sanguinary people, who 
were always their elavee or their assseains. 

Although the idea of the crusade muat have lost eome 
of ite farc3e by W i g  diverted in other directions, yet that 
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force is revealed to ua in the conduct of those princes who 
felt their life to be incomplete till they had eeen the Holy 
Land. Such were Thibaut of Champagne, in whom this 
expedition inspired such beautiful verses ; the saintly and 
pitnu Louis, husband of our Elizabeth, whom we shall see .. 
dying on the way ; leopold of Austria, and even the king 
of distant Norway, who wished to be the oompanion of 
St. Louia The wives of these gallant men did not hesitate 
to aocomprtlly them on these dangerous pilgrimagee ; there 
were to be found almost aa many princessea aa princes in 
the camps of the Cnrsadera Even children caught the 
general enthueiaam, and a l l  over Europe was witnessed 
that touching sight, the crusade of the children, in 1212, 
the iseue of which waa so sad - for they aLl perished - 
but which was a supreme proof of that love of escrifice, 
and that perfect devotion to faith and convictions, which 
animated the heartg of men, in those days, from the cradle 
to the grave. That which these little children had at- 
tempted at a premature age, old men weeted with yeare 
did not hesitate to undertake; aa illustrated in the case 
of John of Brienne, King of Jemealem, who a h r  a life 
wholly consecrated to fighting for the Faith and for the 
Church, even against hie own son-in-law, Frederick 11, 
went, when he was more &an eighty years of age, to as- 
eume the defenw of the new Iatin Empire of the East. 
After a series of triumphs which were almost miraculous, 
he expired at the age of eighty-nine, exhausted rather by 
viotory than by old age, having divested himself of the 
imperial purple and his glorious armor, to put on the 
habit of St. Francis, end thua to die clothed in these 
insignia of a final triumph (1237). 

With these individual manifestations of 4, Europe 
saw at the same time the three great military orders flour- 
ishing aa a permanent army of the b e ,  - the armed fra- 
ternities of The Temple, of St. Johu of Jerusalem, and of 
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St Mary of the G e r m  The last named had aa grand- 
maeter, during the fimt years of the thirteenth century, 
Hermann of Saltza, Uustrioua for hie noble and indefati- 
gable efforts to conciliate the Church and the Empire, and 
under whose reign the &at expedition of the Teutonio 
Knighta into Pruasia took p l m  One of the principd 
antree of the order, afterward8 ita capital, was near the 
tomb of St. Elizabeth of Marburg. 

In the picture before us, then, we have, in the Eaat, 
the oonqueet of Constsntinople and the overthrow of 
the Greek Empire by a handful of French eoldiers; in 
Spain, las Navae de Tolosa and St. Ferdinand ; in h o e ,  
Bovinea and St. Louie ; in Germany, the glory and the 
ruin of the Hohenahufena ; in England, the Magna Charta ; 
and at the head of the Christian world, the great Innocent 
III and hie heroio euooesaora Are not all theae sufficient 
to c h ~  the epoch of St. Elizabeth ae a memorable 
one in the hieto ry of mankind ? 

And if we aeek the fundamental idem of that age, it 
wi l l  be easy for ua to find them, on the one hand, in the 
m @ m t  unity of that Church whi& nothing escaped ; 
'which proclaimed, in ita auguet myateriea, ae well ae in 
its slightest detaila, the d h i t i v e  eupremacy of mind over 
matter; which consecrated, with prudent and p a t e d  
solicitude, justice and equdity among men; and which, 
in ewuring to the pooreat serf liberty of marriage and the 
aanctity of the family, in eaaigning to him a place in her 
temples by the aide of hie master, and e e p e d l y  in open- 
ing to him acceea to all her spiritual dignities, elevated 
hia condition vastly above that of the most favored elave 
of antiquity. On the other hand, we eee the eeoular power, 
the Empire, or royalty, oftan profaned by the passim of 
those who were ita depositaria, yet restrained by a thou- 
sand bonda in the way of charity, finding everywhere in 
ita digmaions the barriers raieed by Faith and the Church ; 

4 
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uneducated 88 yet to view with favor thoee general legis- 
latures which too often m h  the genius of natiom under 
the level of a sterile uniformity; but charged with the 
duty of proteoting all individual rights and maintaining 
the amred cuetome of their anmtom, with the proper 
development of local needs and of personal pumuita; 
tinnily presiding over that grand feudal orgarhation which 
waa founded wholly upon the sentiment of duty ae involv- 
ing reoiprocal rights, and which gave to obedience all the 
dignity of a virtue with all the devotion of attachment. 
The atrocities committed by John h k l a n d  during hie 
long struggle with the Church, and the miserable decrepi- 
tude of the Byeantine Empire, sufficiently illustrate what 
would have bean the mular power, in that age, if left to 
itself; w h e w  ita alliance with the Church gave to the 
world crowned aainta, mch se S t  Louie and S t  Ferdinand ; 
that is, kings such ae have never since been known. 

TZiua far I have spoken' principally of the political 
and social life of the century. The spiritual, or interior 
life, the life of faith, in so far as we a n  dietinguish it 
from that of. a previous age, pmenta a spectacle yet more 
grand and marvellous, and one whioh iie connected much 
more intimately with the life of the saint whose hietoy 
I have written. Side by side with these great eventa 
which changed the face of empirea, we see revolutions 
yet more complete and lasting in the spiritual kingdom. 
Side by side with these illustrious warriors, them h t a  
seated on the throne, we see the Church producing, and 
sending -forth in search of souls, invincible conquerors 
and armies of mints, recruited from every r8nk of Chris- 
tian aociety. 

In fact a great corruption of morala, the outgrowth of 
the many and conflicting hernias, had gradually crept into 
moiety and threatened it on all sides; fervor and piety 
were relaxed. ,The great religious foundations of the pre 
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ceding mturiee - Cluny, Citeau, Pdmontd, and Char- 
treux- no longer ed6oed to vivify it, while in the echoole 
an arid logic too often dried up ita very sources. Die- 
ordered Christ* required a new and sovereign remedy ; 
her enervated members needed a violent shook; at her 
head, at the Church of Rome, new and stronger arms were 
demanded. God, who has never forsaken, and who hae 
eworn never to foreeke, Hie spouse, sent her the deeired 
and neceeeary reliet 

Those d r e w  were indeed prophetic visions in which 
Innocent 111 and Honorioua III saw the Lateran Basilia, 
the mother and cathedral of all Christian churches,' about 
to fall to the ground, but supported by an Italian beggar 
in one instance, and in the other by a poor priest of Spain. 
Behold thie priest, descending from the Pyrenew into the 
South of Fnmce, which ia overrun by heretics, advancing 
barefooted to p d  to them ! It is the great St. Dominic 
of Guman? whose mother, while yet she bore him in 
her womb, eaw him, under the form of a dog, carrying 
a flaming torch in hie mouth, prophetio emblem of his 
vigilance and burning zeal for the Church. A shining 
star appeared on his forehead when he waa preaentad at 
the baptismal font. He grew up in purity and piety, 
having no other love than that divine Virgin whose 
mantle seemed to him to envelop the whole celestial m- 
try ; his hands exhaled a perfume which inspired all who 
approached him with the spirit of purity ; he was gentlo, 
amiable, humble, to& all; he psessed the gift of 
tears in great abundance; he eold even the books of hia 
library to mmfort the poor, and he wiehed to sell himeelf 

1 We r e d  in the inrcrlption, the only remnant of the andent fr- 
&e, over the modern doorway of Bt. John of Iaterrs, there wordr : 
Dogmate papal1 datur u, rlmd imperiali, quod rim cunctanun mate? 
=put eccleriuum, etc. 

He WM born in 1170; commenced to preach 1200; died in 1921. 
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to redeem a captive soul from the hesetics. But in order 
to save all the souls that were imperilled in the midst 
of so many femptationa, he conceived the idea of an 
order of religious, who should no longer be mluse, - con- 
fined to one locality, - but who should wander over the 
whole world, seeking to overcome wickednees wherever 
they might find it; who should be t b  Phnchsrs of the 
Faith. He went to Rome to obtain the approval of his 
salutary project, and on his first night there he had a 
viaion, in which he saw Christ preparing to strike the 
guilty world ; but May, intervening, presented to her Son, 
to appease Him, Dominic himself, and another, whom he 
had never seen The next day he entered a church and 
there saw a mau clothed in rags, whom he mopbed as 
the companion that the Mother of the Redeemer had 
given him. He threw himself at once into hia m, ex- 
olaiming, "You are my brother; we are contending in 
the same arena; let ue tight together, and nothing shall 
prevail against us." And from that moment they were 
united in heart and soul. The beggar was St  F m c i e  of 
Assisi, the glorioua mendicant of Christ1 He, h, had 
conceived the project of conquering the world by humility 
and love, in becoming the Minor, the least of a l l  men. 
He  undertook to restore a spouse to that divine poverty 
which had remained a widow since the death of Christs 
At the age of twenty-five he sundered all the ties of 
family, of honor, and dignity, and came down naked from 
the mountain of Baaisi to give to the world the most per- 
fect example of " the folly of the Cross " that had been 

1 I1 glorioro poverello di Chrbto. He w u  born In ll@, and died 
in 1M. 

Querta, prlvata del prima marito, 
Wlle e cent'anni e pih dLpetta e rorvr 
Fino a cortui d rtettl amma hvito. . . . 

Dante, Paradim, Xt 
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given since that C w  waa planted on Calvary. But by 
that folly, far from revolting the world, he subjugated it. 
The more this sublime madman purposely demeaned him- 
self, that by his humility and his contempt for human 
respect he might render himself worthy to be a veaael of 
love, the more his greatness shone forth, attraoting admi- 
ration far and near, and the more men threw themselves 
at his feet; some ambitious to strip themaelveci of every- 
thing, as he had done, others anxious at least to lieten to 
hie inspired words. I t  was in vain that he sought martyr- 
dom in Egypt; the East gent him back to the West, which 
it was hie miasion to enrich, not by his blood, but by that 
ocean of love which overflowed his heart, and by those 
five wounds which it was his glorious privilege to receive 
from Him who had loved the world even unto death And 
he, too, embraoed the whole world in his love. First he 
loved all mankind with a tenderness that knew no bounds. 
He stripped himself of hie only garment to cover a poor 
man. l' For," he said, " if I should not give what I have to 
him who is more needy than me, I shbuld be accused of 
theft by the great Giver of all things, Who is in heaven." 
Thus, too, all nature, animate and inanimate, every living 
creature, was to him a brother or a sister, to whom he 
preaohed the word of a common Father, whom he longed 
to deliver from the oppression of men, aud whose suffer- 
inga he waa ever ready to relieva " Why," said he to 
a butoher, do you hang and torture thus my brothers, the 
lambs l " And to the captive birds, " Turtle doves, my 
dear little sisters, simple, innocent, and chaate, why did 
you permit yourselves to be caught ? " 1 He knew, said 
hie biographer, also a saint, that all creaturas had the 
same origin as his own, and by his tenderness towards 
them, as well a8 by their miracul~us obedience to him, he 

1 Sororcllllee mere turturer, rimplicer, innocentsr et outre, ut quid 
ita vor oepi permidoti? -8. Bonaventure, Eta S. From., p, 176, ap. 
Bohndlrt 
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showed what a man, who is victorious over sin, and has 
regstablished in himself the natural relation8 with his 
God, can be for that nature which is fallen only becaw 
of him, and which awaita ite reatoration only through him. 
Jesus and M a y  themselves opened to him a l l  the tram- 
urea of the Church, in the wretched little chapel of the 
Portiuncula, whioh still remains ae a precious relic of 
that poverty of which he was, acoording to h e u e t ,  a 
desperate lover? The Pope confirmed these celestial 
favors 3 the eight of the red and white r o w  which 
Francis preeented him in midwinter. Then he climbed 
the rocks of Monte Alverno, to receive there the glorious 
stigmata which were to complete his oonformiv with the 
Saviour and make him, in the eyes of Christian people, 
the real cross-bearer, the gonfalonier, of ChriaL Three 
centuries later the Holy See named him the Angel of the 
East, marked with the sign of the living God. At the 
eight of these two men the age realized that it was saved, 
that new blood waa to be instilled into ita veina 

Innumerable disciples ranged themselves under these 
captivating banners; a general cry of enthusiasm and 
sympathy went up, which has been prolonged through 
the centuries and which resounds everywhere, in the con- 
etitutiona of the Sovereign Pontiffs, aa well sa in the 
eonga of the poeta8 " When the Emperor Who reigns eter- 

1 Happy, 6 thou-d, thowmd timer happy, poor St. Frmclr, the 
molt ardent, the mort enraptured, and, if I may dare ure the espree 
alon, the moat derperrte lover of poverty thatathe Church perhapa hm 
ever known. - B o ~ u e t ,  Panegyric of St. 8'ranch. 

8 Corpore ruo CMd triumphdis rtigmata praefersnti. -Bull of 
Alexander IV, Banigma. 

6 Cieoo era Il mondo ; tu fdlo vimue : 
Lebroao ; hailo mondato : 
Morta ; l'hd rurcitrto : 
Scero el inferno ; fail0 a1 ciel montare. 

Guittone d'Araxo, Caw. i Sam h n m c a  
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nally," said Dante, '"bed to save His wavering army, He 
sent these two champione to the aseistance of His Spouse, 
and they by their acts and worda brought back the wan- 
dering people." 1 " These two ordem," said Sixtm IV, after 
they had been in existence two centuriee and a half, " like 
the two k t  rivers of the W e n  of Eden, have bedewed 
the soil of the univereal Church by their teaching, their 
virtum, and their merits, and have each day rendered it 
more fruitful. These are the two seraphim who, raised 
upon the wings of a sublime contemplation and an angelio 
love above all earthly things, by their unceasing &ant of 
the divine praises, and by their manifestation of the im- 
mense benefite whioh Gtod, the Supreme Maker, haa be- 
etowed upon the human m, are continually gathering 
into the granaries of Holy Church abundant sheaves from 
the pure harvest of souls redeemed by the precious blood 
of Wt. These are the two trumpets of which the 
I d  makes use to summon His people to the banquet of 
Hie holy Gospel." 

Scarcely had these orders, which were to merit such 
magnificent eulogies, sprung into existence, when their 
wonderful growth and iduenrx became one of the most 
important historical facte of that e p h .  The Church 
s u d d d  y found hereelf mistreas of two numerous armies, 
ready to move in any direction, and always at her com- 
mand, which at once set about invading the world. In 
1277, half a century after the death of S t  Dominio, his 
order numbered four hundred and seventeen convents, 
eattared all over Europe. St. Francis, during his life- 

1 Qlund lo impendor che rempre regna 
Provide alla mtllri. ch'era in fone. . . . . . . a rru rpou mworre 
Con duo camplod, al cui h e ,  d dire 
Lo popol didat0 ld rurcone. 

Paraduo, XII. 
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time, assembled one day five thousand of hie monks a t  
Asski; and thirty-five yecrra later, at Narbome, it was 
found, in enumerating the forces of the Seraphic Order, 
that i t  already had, in thirty-three pmvincee, eight hundred 
monaateriea, and a t  least twenty thouaand religio~w. A 
mtuy later it had a hundred and fifty t h o w d .  Preach- 
ing among the pagan nations w& reeumed. The Fran- 
ciacane, eent by Innocent IV and St. Louis, penetrated 
Morocco, pushed on to Damwue, and even into the 
country of the Mongolians. But they labared more espe- 
cially to overcome the passions of paganism in the heart 
of Christian nations. They spread themeelvee over Italy, 
which waa torn by ao many discords, atriving everywhere 
to reconcile parties and to root up error; acting the part 
of eupreme arbitratore, guided in their judgments solely 
by the law of lova We see them, in 1233, overrunning 
the whole peninsula, with their croemq their incense, and 
their olive branches, einging and preaching peace, re- 
proaching citiee, princea, and even the heads of the Church, 
with their faulte and their resentments. The people 
yielded, at least for a time, to thia sublime mediation. 
The nobility and tlie people of Piacentia were reconoiled 
by the voice of a Franoisan ; Pisa and the Viaconti by 
that of a Dominican; and on the plains of Verona we 
me two hundred thouaand eouls gathered around the 
blessed John of Vicema, a friar preacher, whom the Pope 
had charged with the task of allaying all the h r d e  of 
Tuscany, Romania, and 'I'revisana On this eolemn o m -  
eion he took as hie text the words : Psaos I Is&vc & you; 
my peace I give to you; and before he had concluded, an 
outbumt of sobs and team convinced him that all hearts 
were touched, and the heads of the rival houaea of Este 
and Romano gave, in embracing each other, the sign of 
their complete reconoilietion. These happy msulte, i t  is 
true, were not of long duration ; but a t  leaat the evil was 
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vigorously combated, the sap of Christianity waa revived 
in their eoule, an immense conflict waa waged everywhere 
and incessantly in the name of juatioe against the dead 
letter of the law, in the name of charity against the evil 
inclinations of men, and in the name of grace and faith 
against the barrenness and poverty of scientific reasoning. 
Thie new iduence made itself felt in all quarters, agitat- 
ing the peasantry scattered through the provinces, mani- 
festing itself in the government of the univeraitiee, and 
reaching even kings upon their thrones. Joinville informs 
us how, at the first place a t  which he landed, on his re- 
turn from the Crusade, St. Louia waa met by a F m c h ,  
who aaid to him, that No kingdom was evm lost except 
through default of juetioe, and that he ought to be careful 
to render complete and prompt justice to his people. And 
the king never forgot it." We know how he eought to 
separate himself from his tmderly loved wife, and from 
his relatives and oounsellors, that he might renounce the 
mwn which he wore with so much glory, and become 
himself a beggar like St. h n c i e .  But he waa obliged to 
content himself with becoming a penitent of the Third 
Order; for in their conquering army they have a p h  for 
everybody. Side by aide with the army of monks, nu- 
merous monaateriee were open to virgine who aspired to 
the honor of consecrating themselves to Christ; and the 
vast affhtiona, known under the name of the Third Order, 
offered a place to princes, warriors, husbands, fathers of 
families, in a word, to all the faithful of both eexea who 
wished to associate themselves, a t  leaat indireotly, in the 
great work of regenerating Christianity. 

Tradition relatea that the two glorioue patriarch of this 
regeneration conceived a t  one time the project of uniting 
their efforta and their respective orders, which in appear- 
ance were so alike ; but the celestial inspiration by which 
they were guided revealed to them that there was room 
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for two different forces, for two kin& of warfare agai.net 
the invasione of eviL They aeem to have divided the 
work of their sublime mission, and at the m e  time the 
m o d  world, so ae to win back to the bosom of the Church, 
and to reconcile with each other, love and knowledge; 
two great rivals, which, nevertheleeq could not exist the 
one without the other. And thie reconciliation was 
effected by them aa it never had been done befora Widat 
the love which coneumed and abeorbed the soul of St 
Francis has merited for him at all times in the Church 
the name of the Seraph of Besiei, it would not p r h a p  be 
raeh to attribute, with Dan@ to St Dominic the light and 
splendor of the Cherubim.' Their children have shown 
themaelves faithful to these distinct tendencies, both of 
which lead to the same eternal unity ; and without o v e ~  
looking certain ,marked exceptione, we may say, that since 
that period in the history of the Church, the roll which 
haa espeoially devolved upon the Seraphic Order haa been 
to distil and diffuse, in urntinted measure, the tmuree  
of love and the mystic joys of sacrifice ; whilst that of the 
Friare Preachers, as their name itaelf indicates, hae been 
to propagate the knowledge of truth and to defend and 
confirm it. Neither of them failed in their mimion ; and 
both, from their infancy, and during the half century of 
which we are speaking, begot prhape more saints and 
doctors than the Church had poeeesaed at any time, during 
so ehort a period, eince the first ages of her existence. 
Close upon the footetep of St. Dominic, the holy athlete of 
the Faith, and the coadjutor of the Eternal Husbandman? 

1 L'un fa tutto reraflco in udore, 
L'altro per 8apien.r in terra fne 
Dl chernbicr luce uno aplendore. 

Dante, Paradical XL 
1 Delh fede Chriatirar il wnto atleta, . . . 18agricola che Chrirto 

Elerre d l8  orto auo par dr~tarlo. 
Dante, Paradim, XL 
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followed the blessed Jordan, his worthy 5mt eucceeeor 
as general of the order; St. Peter of Verona,l honored 
with the title of The Martyr, who, when he was aeeaaei- 
nated by the heritica, wrote upon the ground, with the 
blood from his wounde, the h t  worde of the creed whwe 
truths he had proclaimed at the coat of his life ; St. Hya- 
cinth? and Gelas hie brother, young and powerful Poles, 
whose meeting with St. Dominic at Rome was edlcient 
to induce them to renounce all earthly greatness, in order 
to bear the new light into their own country, whence it 
spread rapidly into Lithuania, M~~cow, and Prueeia ; St. 
Raymond of Penafort, whom Gregory IX selmted to 
oodify the legislation of the Church, who was the author 
of the Dm&& and the euooeseor of St. Dominic ; b a l l  y 
Theobald Viaconti? who afterwards, under the name of 
Gtegory XI presided over the destinies of the Church upon 
earth, before acquiring the eternal right to her prayers, as 
blessed in heaven 

Besides theae men, whom sanctity the Church has 
consecrated, a multitude of others brought to her the 
tribute of their talents and their learning: Albertus 
Magnu,' that coloseun of knowledge, the propagator of 
Arbtotalian philosophy, and the instructor of St. Thomas ; 
Vincent of BeauvaieP author of the great encyclopaedia of 
the Middle Ages; Cardinal Huguea de SsintCher, who 
made the first concordance of the Scripturw ; Cardinal 
Henry of Sum, author of the SzcmMlca Aurm ; and, euperior 
to al l  by his sanctity, as well as by hie learning, the great 

1 Bornin 1262 
1 1188-1267, canonired in leOa 
8 He w u  born in 18101 became Pope in 1271, and died in 

187s. 
4 Born in 1188, died in 1880. 
8 Bir death o c c d  in 1BM. Be w u  the author of Spscvl~m 
d, k ~ & ,  naturah, at rpirituds. 
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St. Thomas Aquinaa,' the AngClio Dooh, a gigantic thinker 
in whom seems to have been concentrated all the learning 
of the Ages of Faith, and whose grand Synthesis has never 
been equalled by any subsequent work; who, though 
wholly absorbed in abstraction, was neverthelees an ad- 
mirable poet, and merited the distinction of being chosen 
by St. Louie aa his intimate counsellor in the most compli- 
cated affairs of his kingdom. "Thou hast written well 
of me," Christ said to him one day ; " What recompense 
dost thou ask of me 1" " Thyself," replied the saint. His 
whole life, ae well aa the spirit of his age, is illustrated 
in these words. 

The army of St. Francis marched to the combat under 
leaders no less distinguished. While he was yet living, 
twelve of his h t  children had gone to receive the palm 
of martyrdom among the infide1s.a The blessed Bernard, 
the blessed Egidiua, the blessed Guy of Cortoon, all this 
company of blessed men, companions and disciples of the 
holy founder, survived him and preserved inviolate the 
deposit of that spirit of love and humility with which he 
had been transported. Scarcely had the Seraph of h s i s i  
gone to take his place before the throne of God when his 
place in the veneration and enthusiasm of the people was 
f l e d  by him whom all proclaimed hie first-born, St. An- 
thony of Padua, celebrated, like his spiritual father, by 
that power over nature whioh won for him the surname 
of Thaumaturgue; whom Pope Gregory IX called the 
Ark of th Two Tsstarnmta ; 8 who possessed the gift. of 
tongues, like the Apostles ; who after having edified France 
and Sicily, spent his last years preaching peace and union 

1 Born in U26. Bene de me scripriati, Thomr. Quam ergo merci- 
dem accipierf Non allam, Domine, nlri te ipaum. - leuon of the 
Roman Breriuy. 

* Fire in Morocco in 1219, canodmd by Sixtar IV; wren at 
Ceuta in 1221 ; their veneration wan authorized by Leo X. 

8 A m  utrlwque teotamentl et dirinuum Bcripturarum umarium. 
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to the cities of Lombardy, obtained from the Paduans in 
behalf of unfortunate debtors the privilege of assigning 
their property, alone dared to reproach the ferocious Em- 
lino with his tyranny, causing him, aocording to hie own 
admission, to tremble ; and died, at the age of thirty-six, 
the same year that St. Elizabeth did. A little later 
Boger Bacon' revived and sanctified the study of nature, 
clrrssified all the sciences, and foreeaw, if he did not a a  
complish, the grandest diecoveries of modern timea. Duns 
Scotue disputed with St. Thomas the supremacy of the 
schools ; and this grand genius found a rival as well aa a 
friend in St. Bonaventure? the Seraphic Doctor, who, when 
hie illustrious rival, the Angdio Doctor, inquired from 
what library he drew hie marvellous 1 6 ,  silently 
displayed his crucifix; and who, when the cardinal's hat 
was brought to him, was engaged in washing the dishes 
of his convent. But it was especially by the lives of ita 
saintly women that the oiler of St. Francis threw an 
unparalleled luatre upon this century. Liberated by 
Christianity, elevating herself gradually in the love and 
estimation of Christian people, as the devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin increased each day, woman could not 
foil to take an important part in the new development of 
the powor by which she had been emancipated. St. Domi- 
nic, too, had introduced a fruitful reform in the rule of 
the apouses of Christ and opened a new career to their 
virtueas It was not until later, however, in such women 
as Margeret of Hungary,' Agnes of Monte-I?ulciano,6 and 

1 Born in 1314. He in m d i b d  with the dircovery of gunpowder, 
the telescope, etc. It ir known that he mggested to Clement IV 
the plrn of revling the calendar, u dterwardr rccomplbhed by 
Gregory XIIL 

8 Born in 1881. 
8 At Rome, in 1218. 
4 A niece of S t  Elizabeth; born in W. 
Born in 1288, died in 1817. 
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Catherine of Sienna, that this branch of the Dominican 
tree produced the pdjgiea of sanctity that have eince 
been so numerous. Francia, more favored, found at the 
beginning of his labom a sister, and an ally, worthy of 
him. Whilst he, the poor eon of a merchant, was com- 
mencing his work with a few other humble citbena of 
Beeisi, in the same city Clara hif6,' the daughter of a 
powerful count, felt herself seized with a like d When 
she was eighteen yeam of age, on Palm Sunday? wbilet 
the palms which all the other faithful carried were dried 
and withered, that which her young hand held suddenly 
became green again and bloaaomed. She accepted this 
as a mandate and warning from heaven. That same 
night she fled from her father's house, and making her 
way to the Portiuncula, threw herself at the feet of St. 
Francis, received from his hands the cord of the ~081~8 
woollen garb, and condemned hemlf with him to an evan- 
gelid poverty. It was in vain that her family persecuted 
her ; her sister and a great multitude of virgin8 came to 
join and to emulate her in her privations and austerities. 
In vain did the Sovereign Pontiffe beseech her to moderate 
her zeal, to consent to possess some means of subaiatence, 
inasmuch as their strict cloister prevented them from 
going out, like the Minor Brothera, to solicit the charity 
of the faithful, and obliged them ta depend upon the un- 
certainty of its being brought to them. She resisted ob- 
stinahly, and at length Innocent IV granted her the 
p r i e s  of perptuat pasrty ,  the only instance, he said, 
when any one had ever asked a like favor from him. 
" But," he added, He Who feeds the little birds, and Who 
hae clothed the earth with verdure and beauty, will know 
how to nourish and dothe you, until that day when He 
will give Himself to you as an eternal nourishment, and 

1 Born in 1194, died in W, canonisad h 1256. ' March 19,1918. 
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when on His v i ~ o u s  right He will embrace you in 
Hie glory and beatituda" 
Three Popes, and a great number of other holy and 

noble personages, came to m k  light and consolation from 
thia humble virgin In a few years ahe beheld a whole 
army of pious women, with queens and prin- at their 
head, riee up and enroll themselvee under the rule of 
h c i a  of Amhi, under her direction and under her name, 
that of the Poor CZare8. But whilat ahe held thia eupmme 
authoriv over so many souls, her modeety was so great 
that she was never but once eeen to raiee her eyee, when 
she naked the Pope for hie blessing; and then for the 
fimt time was it paeeible to know the color of her eyea 
When the Saramm advand  to besiege her monastery, ill 
md bed-ridden though she was, she arose, and taking the 
oetensorium in her hande,went forth to meet them, and 
put them to flight. After fourteen years of a holy union 
with St. Francis, ehe lost him ; and then, au5ering herself 
from the moat excruciating infirmities, ehe died, after 
having dictated a mblime testament. The Sovereign 
Pontiff, who had witnessed her death, proposed her to the 
veneration of the faithfill, proclaiming her Clara amid& 
all clearness, light reeplendent of the temple of God, 
princeae of the poor, and duchess of the humble.' 

What St. Fnrncie found in St. Clara, St. Anthony of 
Padus found in Helen Ensimelli, a friend and a eieter. 
But, by a marvelloue effect of divine grace, it maa among 
the daughtere of kings thrrt the order of thb mendimt, 
who had courted all the extremities of poverty, recruited 
ita aainta, whether they entered into the strict obeervance 
of the Poor Clam, or, being obligated by the tiea of mar- 
riage, were able to adopt only the rule of the Third Order. 
The tiret, in point of time, as well aa by her exalted posi- 
tion, wae Elizabeth of Hungary, whose life I have writteu, 

1 Aleunder IV, Bull of C.nonhtlon. 
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It waa not in vain, as we shall see, that Pope Gregory IX 
obliged St. Francis to eend her hie poor mantle. Like 
ELiseua of old, in receiving that of Eliaa, she wae to find 
in thie the strength to become the inheritor of hia virtuea 
Inflamed by her example, her firat cousin, Agnea of Bo- 
hemia, having refused the hand of the Emperor of the 
Romans, and that of the King of England, m t e  to St. 
Clara 1 that Bhe, too, had morn to live in absolute poverty. 
St. Clara replied to her by an admirable letter, which is 
still preserved, and sent at the same time to her royal 
neophyte a cord to gird her loins, a pot of earth, and a cru- 
cifix. Like her, Issbella of h c e ,  a sister of S t  Louis, 
refused to become the wife of the Emperor Conrad IV, in 
order to become a Poor Clare, and, like her brother, to 
die a saintP The widow of this holy king, Margaret, the 
two daughter0 of St. Ferdinand of Castile, and Helen 
s W r  of the King of Portt~gal, followed this example. 
But aa if Providence had wiahed to bless the tender link 
which united our Elieabeth to St. Francis and to St. Clara, 
whom she had taken as her models, i t  waa particularly in 
her family that the Seraphic Order found,ae i t  were, a 
nursery of saints. After her cousin Agnes there wae her 
sister-in-law, the bleased Salome, Queen of Galicia ; then 
her niece, St. Cunegundes, Duchess of Poland; rrnd 
whilst another of her nieces, the blessed Margaret of 
Hungary, preferred the Order of St. Dominic, in which 
she died at the age of twenty-eight, the granddaughter 
of her sister, named after her Elizabeth, Queen of Portu- 
gal, embraced, as she had, the Third Order of St. Francia, 
and like her merited therein an eternal reward. 

Besides these holy Franciscans of royal birth, we must 
not forget those whom the grace of God called from the 
lower ranks of the people, such as Margaret of Cortona? 
who from a cowhaan beoame the model of penitents ; and 

1 In IW. 9 In 12118. 8 Born in ISM. 
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such wpecially aa St. Rose of Viterba,' an illusbious and 
poetic heroine of the Faith, who, though but ten yeare of 
age, when the fugitive Pope no longer had any territory 
left him in Italy, entered the public place of her native 
city to preach the righta of the Holy See against the 
imperial authority, and so far succeeded in disturbing the 
latter that she merited beiug exiled at the age of fifteen, 
by order of Frederick 11. She returned in triumph with 
the Church, and died at the age of seventeen, the object 
of the admiration of Italy, where her name ie still b d a y  
eo popular. 

These two great orders, which peopled heaven by a r o w  
ing the world, in spite of the diversity of their characters 
and their means of action, were alike in one dietinguiehing 
feature; that was their love and devotion to Mary. It 
was impossible that the influence of that sublime faith in 
the V i  Mother, which had exercised an eve~increaaing 
empire over the hearta of men since ~e proclamation of 
her Divine Maternity by the Council of Epheeus, should 
not be felt in the great revival of Christian souls in the 
thirteenth century. Although St. Bernard had, during 
the preceding century, awakened in the devotion of the 
people to the Blessed Virgin that same fervor which he 
imparted to all the noble instincts of Christianity, still we 
may say it was the two mendicant orders that brought the 
devotion to ita higheet degree of splendor and power, 
from which it was never to recede. St. Dominic, by the 
institution of the Rosary, and the Franciscans, by presiching 
the dogma of the Immaculate Conception, erected to her 
two majestic columna aa it were, the one of practice, the 
other of doctrine, from the summit of which the sweet 
majesty of the Queen of Angels presided over Oatholio 
piety and learning. St. Bonaventure, the great and learned 
theologian, became a poet to sing her pisee, and twice 

1 Born in 1% died h 1W. 
6 
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paraphrased the entire Paalter in her honor.' A l l  the 
works and all the inetitutiona of this period, especially all 
the inspirations of art, such ,as they have been preserved 
to ua in ita grand cathedrals, and in the eonga of ite poete, 
show us an immense development, in the hearta of Chris- 
tian people, of their tendern- and veneration for Mary? 

Be a result of the devotion to the Blessed Virgin, there 
sprang up in the Chumh, apart from the two families of 
St. Dominic and St. Franch, creations as predoun for the 
ealvation of souls as they were venerable for their duration 
Three new orders consecrated themaelvea to her at their 
birth, and placed themselves under the pmtection of her 
nama That of Mount Carmel,' which came from the 
Holy Land as a last offspring of that county so fruitful 
in prodigies, gave to the faithful children of Mary a new 
standard, ae it were, by the introduction of the scapular. 

Seven merchants of Florence founded at the same time' 
that ordm whose name alone expresaee all the pride 
which, in those time8 of chiValroue devotion, wss felt in 
bowing beneath the yoke, so sweet to bear, of the Queen 
of Heaven,-the order of Servitea, or Servant8 of Mary, 
which immediately gave to the Church St. Philip Beniezi, 

1 Berider his Speculum B. M. I.,which WM, perl~upa, the moat pop- 
ular work of the Middle Aged, thin mint wrote the Padterium Majw 
B. M. I., rhicb is c o m p o ~ d  of a hundred m d  Atty padmr, malogom 
to tholle of David, and apply to tbe B l e d  Virgin ; then the PIoltaivm 
Minw, which conrbtr of one hundred rtPnur of four verse8 each; and 
5 d y  the Low B. M. I., m d  a paraphrase of the Sdw, .Ira in verre. 

* I t  wu in 1220 that the M n r p v e  Henry of Morrvlr, and hir wife 
Aver ,  founded the 5 n t  chapel of Mrrriuell ln Styrk, which h u  been, 
even to oar own timer, a rMne so celebrated m d  popular in Oermmy. 
The Awe Maria did not come into genenl uuge untll about 1840. 

8 I t  received it, flnt rule from the PaMarch Albert in 1'209, w u  
confirmed in 1898, and became one of the mendicmb in 1247. The 
mapulu wu given by the Bleared Virgin to St. Simon Stock, who died 
about m. 

4 In 1888. I t  war confirmed a t  the Council of Lyonr in 1474. 

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



the author of the beautiful devotion of the Seven Dolors of 
the Virgin. Lastly, that cherbhed name was linked with 
an institution worthy of her maternal heart, the order of 
Our Lady of Mercy,' designed to redeem Christians who 
had tallen into elave ry under the infidel& She had her- 
self appeared, it was mid, the same night, to King James 
of Ara,gon, St. Raymond of Penafort, end St. Peter 
Nolasco, charging them, by their love for her, to watch 
over the fate of their captive brethren. All three obeyed 
her; and Peter became the chief of the new order, which 
made rapid progress, and eoon produced S t  Raymond 
Nonnat, who sold himaelf to redeem a slsve, and upon 
whose lipe the infidels placed a padlock, eo invincible did 
hie words seem to them. This eame twofold purpose, of 
relieving the unfortunate and propagating the Faith, had 
already given rim, toward the close of the preceding cen- 
tury, under the auepicee of Innocent 111, to the Trinita- 
rians? through the united efforta of two eainta, a portion 
of whose lives, at least, belong8 to the thirteenth century; 
St. John of Matha and St. Felix of Valoia? who was dis- 
tinguiehed also by hie devotion to Mary. During six 
hundred years, down to our own t h e ,  these two ordere 
have continued their pacific but periloue orueada Here, 
then, were five new orders, all founded during the first 
thirty years of that century. Nor wae thia all. The 
necessity of uniting all the moral forces in a common 
cause, which had its motive in that love of God and our 
neighbor whiah everything at that time tended to develop, 
required eomething more; and other ~alisious, as they 
were from that time called, conetantly eprung up in the 
bosom of the mother religion. The Humiliati received 
their definitive rule from Innocent 111 in 1201; the 

1 Commaaced in lW, approved in M6. 
9 Or Mathurianr, founded in 1188. 

The dnt died in 1313, the w o n d  in 1918. 
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Auguetiniane,' under Alexmder IV, became the fourth 
member of that great family of Mendimts, in which the 
Carmelites had a l d y  taken their p&a by the aide of 
the Friare Minor and the Preachem The Celestines, 
founded by Peter of Moron, who afterwards became Pope, 
and was canonized under the same name of Celestine, 
were confirmed by Urban IV? In a ephere more reatrioted 
and l a d ,  St. Eugene of Strigonhi established the Hermite 
of St. Paul in Hungary ;a and some pious profeeeora of 
the University of Paria, the Congregation of the Valley of 
Scholars, in France.' And whilst them numerous and 
diverse careen were offered to the d and devotion of 
those soula who wished to consecrate themselves to Qod, 
and the great military ordm of the Eeet and of S@in 
were filling the world with the splendor of their name, 
thom Chriatiane whom dutiea or i n ~ t i o n a  detained 
them in the ordinay life of the world seemed unwilling 
to resign themselves to having no part in thia life of 
prayer and eacrifice, which excited unmingly their envy 
and admiration They organized themselves, as far se 
they could, under a similar form. Thus may be explrrined 
the appearance of the EFati gaudenti, or Knights of the 
Virgin: who, without renouncing the world, devoted 
themselves, in honor of May, to the work of mtoring 
perrce and concord in Italy ; the Beguines, still eo numer- 
ous in Flanders, who took St. Elhbeth as their 
patroness; and the immenee population belonging to 
the Third Orden of St. Dominic and St. hnc ia ,  which 
were open to all persons, married, and engaged in the 
world, who wished to approach nearer to Gtod. I t  was 
the monastic life introduced into the family and into 
society. 

And then, se if this rich abundance of sanctity, due to 
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the new orders, waa not euf0cient for thh glorioua epoch, 
illuetrioue eainta appeared among the ancient ordent, in 
the e p h p a t e ,  and in all ranka of the faithful. I have 
already spoken of St. Edmund, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and St. Hedwigee of Poland, who beoame a Cistercian. 
With these I ehould mention, in the order of Citeaux, 
William, Archbishop of B o w ,  another formidable de- 
fender of ecclesiastical liberty, and a preacher of the 
C r u d e ;  St. Theobald of Montmorency (1247); the 
Bishop of Die, Stephen of Chlttillon (1208), and the Arch- 
bishop of burgee, Ph. B m y e r  (1266), both beatified; 
another St. William, abbot of The Paraclete in Danmafk, 
whither he had brought the piety and learning of the 
Canone of St. h e v i e v e  of ParisI from amonget whom he 
had coma1 

In the order of St. Benediat there were St. Sylvester of 
Oeimo, and St. William of X&Vi~'ins, authors of r e  
fo rm which have preeerved their ~ ~ m e a  In the order 
of Pdmantd, the Blessed Herman Joseph (1236), eo cele 
brated for hie devotion to the Mother of God, and the 
eignal gram which he received through her. Among the 
Auguetiniana, St. Nicholas of Tolentino,' who, after a 
eaintly life of eeventy yearq heard every night the songs 
of the angels in heaven, and was so enraptured thereby 
that he no longer knew how to restrain hie impatience 
to dieh 

Among the saintly women the Bleeeed Mafalda, daughter 
of the King of Portugal; the Blessed Mary of Oigniea 
(1213), and the sweet St. Humility? abbesa of Vallombroaa, 
whoae name alone beapeaka her whole lifa b o n g  the 
Virgine, St. Verdianat the auetere recluse of Florence, 
whose invincible charity extended even to aerpente; St. 
Zita, who lived and died an humble servant at Lucca, yet 

8 Born in 1810. 
4 Died in 1886. 
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whom that powerful republic did not disdain to take as ita 
patroness ; l  in Germany St. &&rudes and her sister, 
St. Mechtilda, who ompied in the thirteenth century the 
same place that St. Hildegard did in the twelfth, and St. 
Catherine of Sienna in the fourteenth, among those saintly 
virgins to whom our Lord revealed the moat intimate 
knowledge of Himeelf. 

Nor should we overlook, among the marvela of the age 
of Elizabeth, that work which all eyes have rempbd to 
be without a rival, 2nd I m i t a t h  of Jsswr Chriet, the 
glorious authorship of which haa not as yet been definitely 
determined, but the preaumed author' of which, John 

1 Born in 1318. Eeco uw dql' oluion di aanta Zita. Dmte, I& 
XXI. 

a Born in l%B. 
8 The controvemy which for more thm three hundred y e b  h u  

been 80 earneatly mdntained over the quaation of the authonhip of 
!E4m Idation ir one of the molt remarkable and curioor fmta of l i k ~  
u y  hiatory. The great work flnt appeued in the early part of the 
fliteenth century, anonymously, u w u  frequently the c u e  in thore 
daya, wpecidly with boob of thia character. At an early perlod of 
ita hLtory it nu  attributed to St. Bemud, and then to St. Bonaventure. 
Subrequent examination proved concludvely that The Imiiotion could 
not have been the work of either the Abbot of Clrirraux or the Se- 
raphic Doctor. Of the many to whom the authonhip h u  rince been 
umibed, the controveray h u  been waged chiefly over the claimr of 
three candldater for the honor, John Qeraen, Benedictine Abbot of 
Vemlli, John Charlier Qencn, Cha~rcellor of the Univernity of Parir, 
and Thomu h KempL. 

Whether auoh 8 w o n  u Qenen, Benedictine Abbot of Vercelli, 
ever lived, ir a t  leaat very  certain. Hir name rppearr for the flnt 
time in counection with thin rubject, in the early p u t  of the seven- 
teenth century, nearly four hundred yean after Mu ruppoaed existence; 
and although hi, claim have been rtrongly urged by tlie Benedictinw 
and some o thm,  they appear to be really without any rubrtantial 
f o ~ d a t i o n ,  aud it I8 difacult to ~ d e n t m d  how Montalembert could 
have opoken of him u the "prernmed author." 

John Uerren, Chaucellor of the U n i r d t y ,  w u  one of the most dl* 
tfagnbhed men of ht age. But hia dbtinatlon nu required in the u e n r  
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&reen, Abbot of V d ,  lived at thia epooh, with whioh, 
moreover, the spirit of thia divine work ie in perf& 

of public Me, before the gaze of the whole world, religiolu md wcdar, 
not in the quiet md hidden dude8 of the clobter. Bir d t e d  podtion, 
u well u hlm great trlenta md urcompllhmenta, mule him a promi- 
nent and sggrmive leader in the controvmiea, md unld the exciting 
m e r  which were dbtrrcting the Churah md dril d e t y  in hb time. 
Without ruggertlng my crlddrm of hb controrenirl wort, or with- 
holding the p h  due to hb  religlolu writlnp, we m y  well doubt 
whether a treatire ruch u Tho I u ~ m ,  a d h d  chiefly to thow 
who "dwell in monutedw or in a congregation" (Imit. I, a. VII), 
rettlng forth in the rimpleat form md knpruee precepta for the life 
of a good religiolu " (ibid. a. Xnt), could have emmated from the pen 
of k n  A h t  of the Chuacellor'r worlu prepved by hh brother, 
the Prior of the Celeatinkar at Lyonr, where he rpent the lut yeam of 
hi8 life, md approved by hlm 8ecretvy md intimate friend, Cirerio, 
aukem no mention of Tho Imibtion. Nor ir there a ringle contem- 
poruy witncu who attribute8 the work to him. 

Thomu (bmerken)  b Kempfr w u  born at Kempen, in the dlocew 
of Cologne, in 1880 ; enbred at the age of thirteen The Congregation 
of Common Life at Deventer, E o l l ~ ~ d ,  founded by Q o d  Groot md 
hlm dWple Florentitu Badwyn ; dter wren yeam epent them, under 
the g u i b c a  of Florentitu, he w u  admitted in 1800, at the age of 
twenty, to the monutery of Mount St. Agnea neu Zwolle, where hlm 
brother John w u  prior; wu inverted u a member of the C.nona Be- 
kr of St. Augutine in 1406, md wu orddned priert in 1418, in hir thirty- 
third year. He died there in 1471, u the C h i &  of Mowt St. Apsr 
telh lu, "in the ninety-ond year of hb age, the --third of hh 
rellgiolu claw, md the dtty-elghth of hlm pderthood? He wu  P e  
author of many rpiritrul work  the mrsrucript of reveml of which, 
inclodhg Tho Imi to t i a ,  (Burgondibn L l b y ,  Bru88eL), ue r U  
extant in lair own huadwritlng. John B h ,  the devout Chmnider 
of Whdeaheim, md Hennrrnn Byd, both k o n r  Beguhr of St 
Augortfne, who knew Thomu permonally, r p d  of hlm u the author ; 
and at leu t  a dozen other conbnporory w h w a  rrarlba the work to 
hlm. 

The anonymoru conhmporuy biographer of b Kempb givea lu a 
a t d o g w  of hi8 rpkitud treatlea, including therein Th I&= 
The rfmikrlty of thought, language, and rtyle between thin md hi8 
otherworlu silord the rbongert kind of evidence of their common origin. 
Thorn who u e  &pored to exunine thb abject  more t h o r o r r g ~  
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acmrd. It ia a moet oomplete and sublime oonfegeion of 
the ardent love of Chriet that ohamoterized an age which 
had already w i t n d  the institution of the Rosary and 
the Scapular in honor of Mary, and which c l d  magnifi- 
cently by the institution of the Feast of the Blessed 
Sacrament. The first author of this feast was a poor 
Cietercian nun (St. Juliana of L i b )  ; it was oonfirmed by 
the mirscle of Boleena and its panegyrist was SCThomaa 
Aquinaa' 

I do not fear that I shall be reproached with dwelling 
too much at length upon thia enumeration of the saints 
and religious institutions of an epoch of which I am 
endeavoring to give some idea Any one who has studied 
the oh-- of the Middle Agea with the least attention 
is well aware that theee were the real pivots of society 
in those times ; that the eetabliehment of a new order was 
for all minda an event of much more importance than the 
foundation of a new kingdom, or the promulgation of a 
wise code of legidation; that the sainta were the d 
her- of the people, and that they absorbed about all the 
popularity of those days. It ia only after fully appre- 
oiating the d import, in the public mind, of prayer 
and miracles, and after having studied and oomprehended 
the careers of St. Francis and St. Dominic, that one can 
rhould read a very intererthg and rcholuly work which w u  publirhed 
a few yean ago by Sir h c f r  Richard CruLe, XD., of Dublin, 
entitled T h o w  h Kempu (Kegan, Paul, French 6 Co., London), in 
which the l e w d  wdter dbcrurer fully the q w t i o n  of authonhip, 
and proven, I thInk,qulte concluairely, that the author of Th Imitation 
aould have been no other thu! the humble and rrintly monk of Mount 
St. Agnu. I un indebted to thir excellent work for much of the 
informtion given here. W h t o r . ]  

1 1288 The f e u t  w u  inadtuted by U r h  IV in memory of thir 
&la 

a A8 fr known, he compoled the oftlce and the mu8 of the Blwred 
&orrment. He fr recognimd, too, u the author of the prore h u d o  
Sion and the hymn A d m  te Suppler. 
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thoroughly underatand the life and the actions of an 
Innaoent III and a St. Louie. 

But it was not in the politid world alone that the 
dominion of faith and of Catholic thought exerted iteelf ; 
in ita m~jestio unity it embrad  the whole human 
mind and aeeookted, or employed it, in all ite develop 
menta. Ita power and glory are profoundly impreeeed 
upon all the productions of art and of poetry during this 
period; and far from impeding, it sanctified and come- 
crated irll real propas in learning. Indeed this thirteenth 
century, so hithful  for the Faith, was no lees productive 
of great results for acienoa I have already spoken of 
Roger Bacon and Vinoent of Beauvah; their names 
suggest the study of nature, p d e d  and ennobled by 
religion, and at the m e  time the introduction of a spirit 
of cladcation and generalization in the development of 
the intelleatual richm of man. I have mentioned St 
Thomas and hb contempomrim in the mendicant ordm ; 
their aamm recall the moet exquisite gloriee of theology, 
the queen of sciences. The hgel ic  Doctor and the 
Seraphio D&r emulated each other in their commen- 
tariea on the famoue Peter Lombard, the Master of Ben- 
tcnccs, who had reigned so long in the schools. Nor 
should we forget Alanus of Lille, the Universal Doctor, 
who wae yet living during the first yeam of the mntury ; 
nor William Durandue, who rendered ita dosing years 
illutrious, and who oompiled the moet complete liturgid 
d e  in hie Rcrtionde. Moet of thw great men were dis- 
tinguished for their knowledge of philoeophy and law, as 
well as theology, and their names belong equally to the 
b y  of these three sdences. Raymond Lullug whose 
aaintly life merited for him the title of Bleseed, belongs 
more especially to the mks of philosophy. The transla- 
tion of the w m b  of Aristotle, which was undertaken 

1 B o r n k r ~  
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through the oare of Frederick II, and which m rapidly 
became popular, o p e d  to thie last suienoe new paths, the 
beginnings only of which we ehould assip to the age 
under consideration. 

Legielefion never perhaps had a mare illustrim period. 
On the one hand, the Popes, supreme authoritiee in mat- - of h~ 88 w d  aS of faith, e v e  l?WlOn h~ the full- 
eat development poeeible to this magnificent security of 
Christian civilization ; sat themselvea as judgee with ex- 
emplary aseiduity,' published immense colldons, and 
founded numefous echoola On the other hand, that 
period gave birth to moet of the national legislation of the 
varioue etatee of Europe ; the great Mirron of Swabia and 
Saxony, the first lawe published in the German language 
by Frederick I1 at the diet of Mentz, and the oode given 
by him to Sicily ; in France, the Inetituta of St; Louie, 
together with the Common Law of Pierre dea Fontainea, 
and the 4 W u t e 8  fl B60uvowM of Philip of Beaumanoir; 
and lastly the French veraion of the dseisss of Jerusalem, 
in which ie to be found the moat complete k u m 6  now 
extant of ChrieMan and chivalric law. All h e  precious 
monuments of the old Christian organbation of the world 
are preeerved in the native languages of the varioua 
people, and are distinguished, l e a  even by thia fact than 
by their generous and pious epirit, from that pernicious 
Roman law, the progreaa of which waa deatined eoon to 
dump all the principlee of the former. Side by eide 
with theae intellectual sciences, the atudy of medicine 
flouriehed in the metropolitan citiee of Montpelier and 
Salerno, alwap under the influence and protection of the 

.Church ; and Pope John X X I ,  before ascending the pon- 

1 Innocent RI oat ththru three timea a week ; Gregory IX, Innowat 
IV, and Boniface were celebrated jur&wmdtr. I have M y  ~poken 
of St. Bsymond of Penafort and of Cardind Henry of Suza, placed by 
Dmte in hlr Parodirr. 
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t i f la l  throne, found leisure to write the It.caetbre of the 
Pow, or the Manual of tire Art of Healing. The intro- 
duckion of algebra, and of the Arabic num&,' and the 
invention, or at leaet the general use, of the compass, still 
further marked thh epoch aa one of the most important 
for the destinies of humanity. 

In the realm of art the creative genius of thia oentury 
wae still more manifest. That period w i t n d  the com- 
plete development of that sweet and majestic power of 
Cllrietian art whose splendor grew dim only under the 
Medici, in the time of the socalled Rcnaieeanm, which 
waa in reality but a ranaieslmce of pagan idolatry in 
lettera and arka I t  wae the thirteenth century that 
inaugurated, with Cimabue and the cathedral of Cologne, 
that long series of splendors which terminated only with 
Raphael and the cathedral of Milan. 

hhitecture, the firat of the erb, because of ita dura- 
tion, ite popularity, and ita religious sanction, waa naturally 
the b t  aleo to yield to the new influences which had 
developed among Christian nations; the first in which 
their grand and holy thoughts found an expression. I t  
seemed aa though that immense movement of mule which 
wae represented by St. Dominic, St. Francis, and St. h u b  
could have no other adequate expression than those 
gigantic cathedrals which appeared to lift themselves 
heavenward, aa if to bear on the summit of their spires 
and pinnacles the universal homage of love and victo- 
rious faith of ckistians. The vast basilicas of preceding 

1 They were introduced in Italy under Frederick I& by Leonudo 
Bonrcci, and in h n c e  under 8L h u b .  

s ThL recab the exclamation of Pope Adrian VI, on entering 
Borne after the death of Leo X, at the dght of dl the rndent rtatuer 
which had been exhumed. Proh I id& barborurn I It was prompted, 
qdte u much by a rentiment of Christian u t  u by the piou ema. 
tiom of the head of the correct Catholic Church. 
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wnturies appeared to them too bare, too heavy, too emptp 
for the newly awakened emotion8 of their piety, and for 
the renewed vigor of their faith. I t  waa ueceeaay that 
thie intense fervor of faith should have the means of fitly 
symbolizing itself in stone, and thus of bequeathing iteelf 
to pterity. - 

The Sovereign Pontiffs and the archihte errw the need 
of some new combination, which should meet and adapt 
iteelf to al l  the newly developed riches of the Catholic 
spirit. They found it in following those columna which 
row oppoaite each other in the Christian baeilica, like 
prayers which, in meeting before God, incline and embrace 
one another, as sisters; in that embracte they found the 
ogee. By ite introduotion, which was not general until 
the thirteenth century, everything waa modifid, not in the 
inward and mystical character of religious dihs, but in 
their exterior form. Instsad of being strebhed out upon 
the earth, like so many vast roofs, to Bhelter the faithful, 
everything towered upwarde, pointing towarda the Most 
High. The horizontal line disappeared little by little, 
so universal waa the idea of elevation, the tendency 
towards heaven From this time forth crypta and mbter- 
ranean churches disappeared ; the Chrietian thought, which 
no longer had anything to fear, revealed iteelf in the fu l l  
light of day. In the words of the 2%tlrd, the gmdeet 
poem of that period, in which the ideals of Christian archi- 
tecture are outlined, God no longer wiahed His beloved 
people to assemble in a timid and ignoble manner, in 
holes and caverns." These devoted people, who had been 
ao willing to shed their blood generously for God in the 
Cruesdes, now sought to consecrate to the service of this 
m e  God all the work of their hands, and all the faculties 
of their minde and hearb, by erecting to Him dwellings 

- worthy of Hie name. Countless beauties sprang up on 
every side, in thie bloesoming of the earth enriched by 
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Wolioism, which seemed to be reprodud in every 
church in the marvelloue multiplication of capitale, tur- 
reta, and windows. 

I ehould be led away, a thousand tima too far, were I 
to attempt to enter into detaile of all the grandeur and 
poetic beauty which this transformation of architecture in 
the thirteenth century has wrought in the world. I need 
merely note here the fact that the first, as well aa the 
most complete, production of Gothic architecture, at least 
in Germany, was the church built over the tomb of St. 
Elizabeth1 by the offerings of the multitude of pilgrims 
who flocked thither. I must 4, a h ,  at least the nama 
of mme of the immortal cathedrala which were built at the 
aame time in all parts of Christian Europe, and which, if 
they were not completed then, at least had their plans 
traced by the hands of men of genius, who aared not even 
to leave us their names. They loved Qod and their 
neighbor too well to love glory. 

In Gemany, after Marburg came Cologne (1246): the 
model ohm& in which the d d e n m  of faithful genera- 
tione waa betrayed by their p o a w ,  but which, standing 
still erect in all its glory, is, aa i t  were, a defiance thrown 
at modern impotence; Cologne which, with Straeburg and 
Freiburg, forms the magdcent  Qothio trilogy by the Rhine. 
In France, Chartree, dedicated in 1260, after a century and 
a half of persevering labor ; Reims (1232), the cathedral of 
the monarchy ; Auxerre (1 216) ; Bmiene (1228); Beauvais 
(1260) ; the Saints-Churpslb and St. D d ;  the faqade of 
Notre-Dam (1223). In' Belgium, St. Gudule of Brusaale 
(1226), the church of the Dunes, built by four hundred 
mods in fifty yeam (121P1262). In England, Salisbury, 

1 bL Moller, a celebrated Geman uchibct of our own time, hu 
p o b h h d  a 1ped.l work in folio upon thb church. (See Chapter 
XXXI of Lhir w.) 

a The &te~ in puentherer indlcrte the commencement of the worb. 
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the most beautiful of all (1220); half of York (1227- 
1260) ; the choir of Ely (1235) ; the nave of Durham 
(1212), and the national Abbey of Westminster (1247). 
In  Spain, Burgos and Toledo, founded by St. Fardinand 
(1228). Nearly all of these coloed worka were under- 
taken, and brought to completion, by a eingle city, or a 
single chapter, whilst the most powerful kingdome of the 
present day, with all their financial reeourcee, would be 
unequal to produce a single one like them. Wonderful 
and consoling victory of faith and humility over incredu- 
lous pride, a victory which aetoniehed even the simple 
souls of that day, and which drew from a monk thb ex- 
clamation of naive surpriae : " How ia it poeaible that 
hearts eo humble should be p o m w d  of genius m 
exalted 1 " 1 

Christian eoulpture could but follow the progrege of 
a r c h i m ,  and h m  that period it commenoed to bear 
its choioeat fruita Those beautiful group of sainte and 
angels, which adorn the faqades of cathedrale, were then 
chiselled in stone. We see the cutom introduoed in 
tomb of having the statues of husband and wife lying 
eide by aide, sleeping the sleep of the jut, their hands 
sometimes united in death, a13 they had been in life ; or 
again, the mother reclining in the midst of her children : 
those etatuee so f u l l  of gravity, piety, and beauty, imagea 
of all the pecrceful tranquillity of a Christian death ; the 
head often supported by Little angels, who Beem to have 
received their last breath; the limbs croeeed when they 
had been Crueadera The relice of the sainte which were 
brought back in such large numbers from the Byantine 
conquest, or which were unceasingly furnished by the 
glory of the oontemporary elect, were a constant subject 
for the work of Catholic sculpture. The riohly embellished 

1 Et mfrom in trm h r d U  code potdm inemre tam nugnum 
mimum. -T i  &, rp. Digby# Y- C&ici. 
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shrine of St. Ehabeth ia a monument of what art muld 
produce, even in ita infancy, when inspired by fervent 
piety. That of St. Genevieve merited for ita author, 
Ralph the Goldsmith, the firat lettern of nobility that 
were iseued in France; and thus art, rather than wealth, 
in Chrietian d e t p ,  triumphed over the inequalitiee of 
birth. 

Painting, although aa yet in ita infancy, gave promise 
of a glorious future. Stained glass windows, which were 
than coming into general use, opened up a new field for 
thie art by throwing upon all the ceremonies of divine 
worship a new and mysterious light. The illuminated 
dliual of St. Louie, and the diiracla of Us B M  Virgin, 
by Qauthier de Coiney, whioh are to be seen in the Royal 
Library, show what Clubtian inspiration could already 
produrn In Germany it waa the dawn of that pure and 
mystical school of the Lower Rhine, which was destined, 
more than any other, to unite the oharm and innocence of 
expreaaion with brilliancy of coloring. The popularitp 
of this nascent art was already eo great that ideal beauty 
was no longer sought in fallen nature, but rather in those 
mysterious and profound tipee, the secret of which the 
humble artists had drawn fmm tho depths of their own 
religious contemplations.' 

I have not yet mentioned Italy, for the reason that she 
merite a apecial place, apart from the rset, in this too brief 
enumeration. In fact this .country, always the land of 
beauty, had taken the lead, and already surpassed the reet 
of the world, in the cultivation of Christian art. Pisa and 
Sienna, still beautiful at the present day, in their melan- 
choly and neglected condition, served aa the d e  of this 

1 Wolfram ron Elchenbach, one of the molt celebrated poel of 
Qmnmy at hir epoch (W), to give an idea of the beauty of one of 
hL herow, raid that the painten of Cologne and Mwtreoht could not 
hare mule him more berrutlfnl. Pwa~ant,  K&in, p. 408. 
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art, and prepared the way for Florence, which aftarwarda 
became its capitaL Although enriched for a century with 
admirable edifioes, Pisa produd the exquisite gem of 
Santa Maria della Spina (1230) and planned the Camp 
Santo,' a unique monument of the faith, the glory, and 
the geniua of a Chrietian city. Sienna designed the ere& 
tion of a new cathedral, which, had it been aooompliahed, 
would have eurpaeeed all othera In these two dtiee 
Nimla Pieanos and his illustrious family founded that 
style of d p t u r e ,  m animated and pure, which seemed to 
impart life to marble, and which produced the pulpit of 
Sank (3roce at Florence. Giunta of Pisa and Guido 
of Sienna inaugurated at the same time, in painting, that 
grave and impired mhool which eoon grew under Cimabue 
and Giotto, and touohed heaven, as it were, with the 
monk of Fiesole. Florence reoeived a work of Oimabue 
as a triumph, and believed that an angel had oome fmm 
heaven to paint that truly angelio head of May in the 
Annunciation, which ia still venerated thema Orvieto be- 
held a cathedral, growing up in her midst, worthy to rank 
among those of the North (1206-1214), and Naples had, 
under Frederick 11, her Amt painter and first sculptor.' 

Lastly, Bssisi emted, in her triple and pyramidal 
church, over the tomb of SL Francis, a sanctuary of art, 
and at the tame time of ifieeistible d for the Faith 
More than one Franciscan had already distinguished 
himself in the art of painting; but from that time the 
influence of St. Francis u p n  art- Living in the world 

1 The plan w u  conceived in laOO by Archbbhop -do, and w u  
not executed till 1Ra 

He Bourirhed from 1907 b 1980. Hlr muterpiece8 are the pulpit 
of the baptirtry of Pim, that of the cathedral of Sienns, and the tomb 
of St. Dominic at Bologna. 

8 d t  the chumh of the Servfte8. It WN painted, according to the 
legend, in 186!2. 

6 Tomua di S t e U  and Nicolu Muuccia 
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wae extraordinary. !l!hey eaemed to have found the mcret 
of all their inspiration in the p ~ o u s  development 
which he had given to the element of love; henceforth 
they plrrced the lives of St. Fnmois and St. Clam by the 
side of thorn of Christ and Hie Mother in the choioe of 
their subjects; and we find all the celebrated paintera of 
this and the suoceding centuries paying their tribute 
to him by adding their paintinge to the beauties of the 
W c a  of Amhi It waa near there a h  that, a little 
later, the myatio school of Umbria sprang ap, whioh 
attained, in Il Pemgho and Raphael, the highest degree 
of per fdon  in Christian ark One would have aaid that, 
with sweet and wonderful justice, God had wished to 
bestow the crown of art, the most beautiful embellish- 
ment of the world, upon that portion of the earth in 
which the moat fervent prayera and the moat noble me-  
fim were offered to Him.' 

If art was already eo rich at the time of which I am 
epesking, and oorresponded so well with the movement of 
eoule, what ehall I aay of ita eister, poetry 1 I t  certainly 
never has enjoyed eo popular and so u n i v e d  a away as 
it did then. Europe seemed one vast soh001 of poetry, 
from which issued eaoh day ayome work, eome new produc- 
tion Beeides poaeeeaing abundant eouroee of inspiration, 
people began then to make uee of an inekument which 
was caloulated to afford an immense power' in the devel- 
opment of their imagination. Thie first half of the 
thirteenth mtury,  which waa, ae we have seen, eo produc- 
tive, was also the period of growth and expansion for all 

1 All that I hare ruggeoted here in regard to *tine and ut in 
general, md erped.llg in regard to the Influence exerted by St  IFM- 
air, b d d b e d  .nd beautifully developed in Ilk Rio'r book entitled 
CAnWum Pointing in Itdy. Thh work hu already affected a ralutary 
rerolatlon in the rtndy and appreciation of ut in Fnnce u well u in 
Italy. 

6 
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the living languages of Europe, the time in which they 
all commend to produce monuments that have endured 
to the present day. Translatione of the Bible? and 001- 
lectiona of statute laws? made for the h t  time in the 
modern languages, prove their increasing importanoe. 
Thua each nation found itself possessed of an entirely 
new sphere of mental activity, in whioh its geniua might 
exercise itself without restraint. 

Prose was adapted to hietory, and very soon chronicles 
appeared written for the people, not unfrequently by them, 
which took their place by the side of the Latin Chronicles, 
eo long neglected, yet which contained so much eloquence, 
and so many beauties wholly unknown to the classic Latin. 
Poetry, however, retained for a long time the supremacy to 
which it waa entitled by right of primogeniture. From that 
period, in nearly all the countries of Europe, we find it 
assuming those forms which for a long time have been 
regarded aa belonging exduaively to a pagan or a modern 
civilization. The epic, the lyric, elegy, satire, even the 
drama,were aa familiar to the poeta of that era aa to those 
of the age of Augustua or of Louie XIV. And when we 
read their works with that sympathy which is born of a 
religious faith identical with their own, with an impartial 
appreciation of a society wherein mind predominated so 
largely over matter, and with an indifference, not difficult 
to oonceive, to the rules of modern versification, we are 
tempted to ask ourselves what, after all, have the writers 
of more recent centuries' produced that is new ; we wonder 
what thought and imagination have gained in exchange 
for the pure treasures which they have lost. For we 
must know that every subject worthy of literary thought 
was eulogized in the verses of these unknown geniuseg, 

1 In Cutillon, by order of King Alphonaru ; in French, by Quyut 
Dermoulin. 

See above, p. 74, for oollectionr of Franch and hmm Irwr. 
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and glorified by them before their contemporaries, - Gtod 
and heaven, nature, love, glory, country, great men ; nothing 
escaped them. There was no secret of the soul which they 
failed to discover, no mine of sentiment that they did not 
explore ; there was no thread of the human heart which 
they failed to stir, nor a chord of thia immortal lyre from 
which they did not draw the most delicious harmony. 

To mmmence with France, her language, formed by 
the Troubadoura of the preceding century, and perhape by 
the sermons of St. Bernard, had not only -me a national 
treasure, but, under S t  Louie, squired a European amend- 
ency which it has never since loat. Whilet the master of 
Dante, Brunetto htini, waa writing his Ibsoro, a species 
of encyclopedia, in French, because it was, aa he thought, 
the most widely diffused language of the West, St. Francis 
was singing hie canticles, wherever he went, in French1 
French prose, which was to become the instrument of St. 
Bernard and of Boasuet, opened, with Villehardouin and 
Joinville, the series of those grand modela which no nation 
has eurpassed; but poetry, as was the case everywhere, 
waa much more copious and more relished. 

I ahall say nothing of the provincial literature of the 
Troubadoura, although modern criticism haa deigned to 
leave its reputation unaaded, and although it flourished 
still in all ite splmdor during the thirteenth century, b e  
c a w  I believe it poeeessed none of the Catholic element, 
that it very rarely soared higher than the praise of material 
beauty, and that it repreeented, with some few exceptions, 
the materialistic and immoral tendency of the Southern 
heresies of thie epoch. On the c o n t i ,  in Northern 
France, by the side of the poetic Actions and certain lyric 
works, which approached too nearly the licentious char- 

1 It ir related indeed that the nome of Frnncia WM given Iiim, in 
lien of that of 11ir father, becawe of the c o ~ h n t  we he made of the 
French language. 

Private Use Only



84 LIFE OF ST. EIJZABETH 

acter of the Troubadours, the national and Catholic epic 
appeared in all its splendor. 

The two great periods which were the themes of the 
grandest poetry of the Catholic agee, -the Carlovingian 
epics, and the Round Table and the Holy Grail, inaugu- 
rated in the preceding century,- were then peopled by the 
characters of those romances which became so immensely 
popular. m e  Romance of Ronoevalle8, in the form in 
which we have it to-day, those of Gerard de Never8, 
Partempex de Blow, Berthe aul; grand8 pis&, Renaud de 
Montauban, the Pour Som of Aytnon, tales founded on 
French traditions, were all of this epoch, aa were also the 
hkmance of th Renard, and that of Z4e &8e, which 
enjoyed for a longer time a certain popularity. More 
than two hundred poets, whose names have been preserved, 
flourished in this century; the day will come, perhaps, 
when Catholics w i l l  realize that in their works may be 
found some of the most charming productions of the Chris- 
tian muse, instead of believing, upon the authority of a 
flatterer, Boileau, that poetry made its appearance in 
France only with Malherbe. 

Among them I cannot help mentioning Theobald, King 
of Navam, whose verses narrating the Crude ,  and those 
devoted to the Blessed Virgin, are so fu l l  of pure enthusi- 
aam, who merited the praise of Dante, and who d j h g  
bequeathed his heart to the poor Clares, founded by him 
at Provine; hie friend, Auboin of SQzanne ; Ralph of 
Coucy, whose name at least has remained popular, who 
met his death at Mansoura, under the eyes of St. Louis ; 
the prior Gtauthier de Coinay,' who paid so beautiful a 
tribute to May in hk Miracles; that woman, too, whoee 
origin is unknown, but whose talent, and the national suc- 
cess she won, merited for her the glorious title of Mary of 
France ; lastly Rutebeuf, who could find no heroine more 

1 Born In 1177, died in 123. 
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worthy of his verses than our St. Elizabeth. Stephen 
Langton, whom I have already mentioned as primate 
of England and the author of the Magna Charta, inter- 
mingled hie sermons with vexaea, and wrote the fimt 
drama known to modern language, the mime of which is 
p l d  in heaven, where Justice, Truth, Mercy, and Peaco 
dimma the fate of Adam, and Jeaue Chriet alone ia able 
to reconcile them.' I caet but a passing glance here upon 
a period in which poetry played so popular a die in 
French cuetome that St. Louie did not disdain to admit 
minstrele, or itinerant poeta, to hie royal table, and their 
bdada gave these men the entide of all placea 

In Germany the thirteenth century was the most bril- 
liant period of this admirable poetry of the Middle Agea 
Thia ia the uuanimoua opinion of many s c h o h  who have 
eucceeded in making i t  again popular in that cotintry. 
And it ia my profound conviction that there ia no more 
beautiful poetry, none that ia impreseed with so much 
youthfulnem of heart and thought, with an enthueiaam so 
ardent, with a purity so sincere; in a word, in no place 
have the new elements which Christianity planted in 
the human imagination effected a more noble triumph 
Would that I might render a more fitting homage to the 
delightful emotiom which ita study afforded me, when in 
order to become acquainted, under all ita aspeck, with the 
century of St. Elizabeth, I opened the volumes in which 
thie marvellous beauty liea hidden I With what s u ~ ,  
what admiration, I beheld all that grace, refinement, and 
melancholy there eeem to reseke for the maturity of the 
world, united with the mdvet6, the simplicity, and the 
fervent and grave piety of the first agee I Whilst the great 

1 D e h ,  Archdogia, Vol. XIII. John Bodel of Arru i8 regarded 
u the molt notable drunntic poet of thb epoch. Hi8 beautiful h a ,  
entitled The Ploy of St. Nichdcu, wnr made known to ur by M. On&ymr 
Lemy it\ hi8 work upon the Myrteriw. 
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epics of a purely German and Scandinavian character 
were being developed in the path of the Nicbelungm,' 
that magnificent Iliad of the German races, the double 
cycle, of France and Brittany, of which I have before 
spoken, found sublime interpretem there in poeta who, 
while they retained the gem of foreign traditions, knew 
well how to stamp thek. works with an unmistakable 
nationality. 

Their names are still unknown in France, as Schiller 
and Goethe's were thirty yeam ago;!' but perhap they 
will not always be 60. The greatest of them, Wolfram 
von Eecheubaoh? gave to his coulltry an admirable trans- 
lation of the P m v a l ,  and the only one extant of the 
l'iturel? that masterpiece of Catholic genius which, in the 
enulneration of her glories, we need not hesitate to plaw 
immediately after the Divina Cornmedia. At the mme 
time Crodfrey of Strasburg published the l'rietan, which 
portrayed the id- of the chivalrous ages upon love, and 
rwunted the most beautiful legenda of the Round Table ; 
and Hartmann of Aue, the Iwain, together with the ex- 
quisite legend of Poor Henlr~, in which t h i ~  chivalroue 
poet takes as his heroine the poor daughter of a peasant, 
and describes her as possessing all that faith and the 
mannem of her age could inspire of devotion and self- 
sacrifice, the contempt of life and ita goods, and the love 
of heaven And how many other epics, religious and 
national, which it would be uselees now even to name I 

Nor was the lyric geniue of this rich soil of Germany 
inferior to the epic. The pedantic and ignorant criticism 
of unbelieving agee has not succeeded in obliterating the 

1 Thin celebrated poem, in the form in whSch we hate It today, dater 
from the tlnt yean of the thirteenth century. 

3 It mwt be remembered that tllir WM written h 1888. [Tnn~lator.] 
He f l o h h e d  from 1316 to lzeo. 

4 The original h c h  of thim poem, by Gnyot of Rovinn, In lorr 
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national remembrance of that brilliant and numerous pha- 
lanx of l o v ~ i n g e m  (Yinnaaengw)? who, from 1180 to 
1260, came from the ranks of the German chivalry, hav- 
ing as their leader by birth the Emperor Henry VI, but 
by his genius, Walter of Vogelweide, whose writings are a 
sort of mirror of all the emotiona of hie time, and a most 
complete &urn6 of thie ravishing poetry. None of his 
contemporaries arid rivals united in a higher degree with 
earthly affectione, and an ardent arid jealous patriotiem, 
an enthusiasm for holy things, an enthueieem for the 
Crueade, in which he took part, and eapeddly for the 
Virgin Mother, of whose mercy and mortal eomws he 
sang with an unequalled tenderness. I n  him it ie plainly 
eeen that it was not alone a knowledge of human love, 
but still more that of oeleetial love and all ita richea, that 
merited for him and his compeers their title of b e -  
Singma. May, everywhere the queen of Christian poetry, 
was espia l ly  so in Qermariy ; and I cannot refrain from 
mentioning, among those who in their vensea offered her 
the pureet incense of praise, Conrad of Wurtzburg, who in 
his & l h  Fwge, seem to have sh.iven to conoentrate all 
the rays of tendern- and beauty with whioh she was 
a m u n d e d  by the veneration of the Christian world. 
And as if to remind us that everything in this century 
should draw us more cloeely to St. Elizabeth, we see mven 
of the most distinguished of them epic poets and love- 
singers assembling in solemn conclave at the court of 
Thuringia, around their special protector, the Landgrave 
Hmann, father-in-law of our Saiut, at the moment of her 
birth. The verses, which were the fruit of the meeting 
of thew brilliant pleiadea, constitute, under the name of 

1 The principal collectloo of their works 18 in the Royal Library 
of PuL, in the manu8cript called de Manmre. It contain, the reme8 
of o q  hundred and thirtyrid poets. Profeuor Hagen, of Berlin, hm 
jut pubhhed ur rdmk.bb edition, with very valruble addition& 
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Wat of Wartbutg, one of the most brilliant manifesta- 
tiona of Q e m u  genius, and one of the richat treasures 
of the legendary mysticism of the Middle Bges ; while at 
the same time they are a crown of poetry for the cradle 
of Elizabeth. 

We see crowned heads everywhere among the poets of 
this age; and in the Iberia11 peninsula, kings were the 
pioneers in the first progressive s t e p  of poetry. Peter of 
Aragon waa the earliest troubadour of Spain. Alphonaue 
the Wise, son of St. Ferdinand, who merited, before 
Francis I, the title of Iiathcr of Letters, and who was 
an hiatorian and philosopher, was ahso a poet. There 
are few S p i s h  versee more ancient than his canticles to 
the Virgin, and the beautiful acwwunt which he gives, in 
the Gallic language, of the miraouloua cure of his father. 
Denis I, King of Portugal, mas the firat poet of his king- 
dom of whom we have any knowledga In Spain this 
wonderful effusion of Christian splendor, begun in the 
most brilliant manner, endured much longer than in any 
other country, and was not eclipsed until after the time 
of Cslderon. 

Whilst legendary poetry was diffusing there a gentle 
Light, in the works of the Benedictine Geealo de Borceo,' 
a poet truly inspired in his songs of the Virgin and the 
saints of hie native country, the Spanish epic made its 
appearance in those famoue & m a w ?  which of them- 
selves wnstitute a special glory for Spain that no other 
nation can dispute ; in which are recorded all the struggles 
and the beauties of her hietory ; which have bequeathed 
to the people immoi.tal memories, and which reflect all 
the splendor and prestige of the elegance and gallantry of 

1 1188-1888. 
Thore of the Cid, regarded M the moat ancient, could not, 

according to the bert judgea, hrre beencomposed before the thirteenth 
century. 
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the Moore, without ever losing that severe Catholio ohar- 
mter which consecrated in Spain, more than anywhere 
e h ,  the dignity of man, the fealty of the vassal, and the 
faith of the Wtian. 

Italy did not witin= the birth of Dante till the close 
of the period1 which we have been -mining, but she 
announced that event in a glorioua mmner. Poetry, leas 
precooioue than in France and Germany, made no ma- 
terial progress there until about this time ; but ita devel- 
opment was at once marked by a prodigious abundanaa 
In every part of this noble and fertile m t r y ,  schools of 
poeta sprang up, as a little later schools of artiste made 
their appearance. Sicily waa the o d e  of the Italian 
musa8 There she appeared pure and animated, in love 
with nature, delicate; sympathizing intimately with the 
French genius, which twice afterwards made Sicily her 
appanage ; but alwaya profoundly Catholio' At Piaa and 
at Sienna the poetic spirit was more grave, more aolemn, 
like the beautiful monuments which these oities have pre- 
Sepved. At Florence, and in the m u n d i n g  cities, i t  was 
tender, rich, pious, and in every respect worthy of the ooun- 
try! It was a veritable legion of poets, having as their 
leaden, the Emperor Frederick 11, the kin@ E d o  and 
Manfred hie sons, and hie ohanoellor Pietro delle Vigne ; 
then Guittone d'Areeeo, a most fertile and at times a 

1 He WM born in 12%. 
* The reader rhould 8- the collection entitled Posh' ddpr1'1110 redo, 

that in, of the thirteenth, where he will flnd mmterpleoer enough to 
disconcert thore who fancy t h ~ t  I U n  poetry commenced only with 
Dante. 

8 Such a t  lemt WM the opinion of Dank. 
4 See the beautiful v ~ n e r  to the Hort, of O~l le lmot to  d' Ottmte, 

in 1266. 
I ought erpeddly to cite the churning poem8 of Notajo d'0ltrrrno 

(1240). They ua to be found in Crwclmknl and the Rime Antide. 
*'The h t  Italian 8onnct i8 attributed to him. 
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most eloquent and pathetio poet, who was fervently 
praised by Petrarch and imitated by him; and finally 
Guido (fuinicelli, whom Dante did not heaitate to declare 
his master? But all were preceded and surpassed by St. 
Francie of Baeisia His influenoe wae destined to vivify 
art, and his example could not fail to inflame the poets. 
Whht  he was engaged in his mission of reforming the 
world, God permitted him to be the first to make use of 
that poetry which waa to produoe a Dante and a Petrarch. 
As hie verses were but the inspiration of his soul, and he 
followed no rule, he had them corrected by Brother Pacific, 
who had become his disciple, after having been the poet 
laureate of Frederick 11. And then both of them would 
walk along the roads, singing these new hymns to the 
people, telling them that they were the musicians of God, 
who wished no other compensation tlun the repentauoe 
of sinnera Theae beautiful vel.ses are still preserved, in 
which the poor mendicant debrated the mysteries of love 
from on high in the language of the people, and with a 
p s i o n  which ho himself feared would be accused of folly. 

Nnllo donca oramoi piu mi reprendn, 
Se tad amore mi fa pazm gh.  
Qib non e core che pih ei difenda, 
D'amor si preao, che poeso fugpjrci. 
Penei ciascun come cor non si fenda, 
F o r n m  td come porn petire . . . 
Data m'd la w b n z i a ,  
Che d'amore io a h  morto. 
Gih non voglio conforto, 
Se non morir d'amom . . . 

1 ~urgd.,'~mt. VL 
3 I would call attention here to the beautiful work of 116, Qoerrer, 

entitled St. Franeir of Auiri the !l"mubadow, tranrlrted in the Rsmrs 
EutqpCsnns of 1888. There are no Italian poem8 of which we cm fl. 
the date with certainty, before thole of St. Francb. I l u r e  referred 
above to the beautiful poem8 of St. Bonaventure. 
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bmore, amore grids tutto '1 mondo ; 
Amore, amore cgni cam clama . . . 
Amore, amore tanto penarmi fai, 
Amore, amore nol' poem patire : 
Amore, arnore tanto mi ti dai, 
Amore, amore, ben d o  morire : 
b o r e ,  amors tanto preeo m'hrri, 
Amore, amore, famm' in te trannire : 
Amore d o h  langoire, 
Amor mio desioso, 
Amor mio dilettoeo, 
Annegsmi in amore. 

No, never did that lovo, which was, as we have seen, his 
whole life, utter a my so enthusiastic, so truly celestial, so 
wholly detached from earth ; so much so was it, that not 
only have succeeding centuries never been able to equal 
it, they Lave not even been able to comprehend it The 
celebrated canticle to his brother the sun ie well known ; 
composed after an ecstasy in which he was mured of hie 
salvation. Soaroely had it escaped from his heart, when 
he went forth to sing it on the public place of Mi, 
where the biahop and the chief magistrate were on the 
point of coming to blowa At the m n t s  of this divine 
lyre, hatred was extinguished in all heerte, enemiea em- 
braced each other with tears, and harmony was restored, 
brought about by the hfluencwe of poetry and sanctity. 

Finally, the highest and most beautiful poetry, the lib 
urgy, p r o d u d  in this century some of the moet popular 
masterpiema If St. Thomas A q h  gave to that age 
the h u d a  S h ,  and the admirable oftice of the Blessed 
Sacrament, it was a disciple of St. Francis, Thomas of 
Celano, who bequeathed to us the Dics Itae, that cry of 
supreme terror; and another, the Bleseed Jacopone, who 
disputes with Innocent 111 the glory of having composed 
the &&at Matw, that most beautiful chant, inspired by 
the Wt and moet touching of somwa 
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Our subject has brought ua back again to St. Francis, 
and indeed it may be said that this epoch, of which I 
have undertaken to sketch the more ealient featuree, may 
be completely aumrnarieed in the two grand figurea of St. 
Francis of h s i s i  and St. Louia of h o e .  The one, a 
man of the people, who did for the people more than any 
other had done before him, in elevating poverty to a su- 
preme dignity, by assuming it as a condition and a safe- 
guard of an influence wholly new over the thinga of 
heaven and of earth ; inveated with that supernatural life 
of Christianity, which has so o h  conferred spiritual sov- 
ereignty upon the loweat of her children ; judged by his 
contemporaries as the man who had walked moat nearly 
in the footatepa of Christ; inebriated throughout hie 
whole life with divine love ; and, by the all-powerful 
virtue of this love, an orator, a poet, a legislator, and a 
conqueror. The other, a layman, a knight, a pilgrim, a 
Crusader, a king wearing the most exallcd crown in 
Christendom, brave to the point of temerity, hesitating as 
little to expose his life as to bow his head before God ; 
loving danger as well as humiliation and penance; an 
indefatigable champion of justice, of the oppreseed and 
the feeble ; a sublime personificat,ion of Christiau chivalry 
in all its purity, and of true royalty in all its august 
grandeur. Both consumed with a thirst for ~elf-sacrifice 
and martyrdom ; both perpetually preoccupied with the 
salvation of their neighbor ; both marked with the cross of 
Christ, Francis in the glorious wounds, wherein he was 
like unto the Crucified, and Louia in thc innemnost r ~ ~ 8 8  

of thc h a l t ,  t h  scat of h e .  
These two souls, so alike in their nature and diapoaition, 

eo well adapted to underetand and cherish each other, 
never met upon earth. But a pioua and touching tradition 
tells ua that St. Louia went on a pilgrimage to the tomb 
of his glorious contemporary, and that he found there a 
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worthy succesear of St. Francis in one of the most ven- 
erable of his disciples, the blessed A3gicliua. The hietory 
of their meeting portrays so well the character of the age 
which I am deecribing, that I e h d  be pardoned, I am 
sure, for producing it hera St. Louis, then, having como 
from Aasisi to the convent of Perugia, where Bgidius 
dwelt, ,sent word that a poor pilgrim wished to speak with 
him. But an interior vision revealed at once to the 
brother that the pilgrim was no other than the saintly 
King of France. He hastened to meet him, and the 
moment they beheld each other, although it was for the 
h t  time, each threw himself on hie knees, and embracing 
tenderly, they remained thus for a long time, resting upon 
one another's heart, united in this embrace of love and 
outpouring of affection, without exchanging a single word. 
Having remained thus a long time, clasped in each other's 
arms, on their knees, and in an unbroken silence, they 
arose, parted from each other, and returned, the king to 
hia kingdom, the monk to his ceL1 But the other brothers 
of the convent, when they discovered that it was the king, 
reproached Egidiur, severely. " How," said they to him, 
" could you be so rude, when so saintly a king came from 
France expressly to eee you, as not to say a single word 
to him 1" " Ah l my dearly loved brothers," replied the 
blesaed monk, "do not be astonished if neither of ua 
spoke, for, from the moment we embraced, the light of 

1 Ewe di colla b wrre alla ports. . . inrieme, con grandiuima 
clirodone ingiuocchiandori, r'abbrrcduono inrieme, e bacchiuolui 
con tmta dlmerticheurr, riccome per longo tempo aremono tennta 
grande amLbde inlieme, ma per tutto querto no parlrra nb l'uno 
nb l'dtro, ma rtarano corl abbncciati, con quelli regni d'amore 
cuftatiro, in rilendo. E r t d  cbe furono per gnnde rpuio nel detto 
modo rsnn d i d  parota inaieme, d prrtirono l'uno d'all'altro, e manto 
Ludorico re n'audb r l  mo riaggio, e fro& Egidio ri torno alla celln 
-Fimtti di 8. hnceaco, cap. XXXIV; celebrated chronicle of the 
latter part of the thirteenth century. 
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divine wisdom revealed to me his whole heart, and mine 
to him; and thus, looking into each other'a hearts, we 
knew one another very differently from what we ahould 
had we spoken, and with far more consolation than if 
we had attempted to express what we felt in words; m 
inapable ie humau language of d i n g  known the secret 
mysteries of God I " 1 Touching and admirable symbol of 
that secret intelligence, that victorious harmony, which 
then united superior minds, saintly mule, ae in an eternal 
and sublime compact. 

We may ssy also that theee two mule met and were 
completely united in the soul of a woman, in that of St. 
Elizabeth, whose name has already been so often under 
my pen. That burning love of poverty whioh inflamed the 
Seraph of Asshi, that delight in suffering and humiliation, 
that supreme devotion to obedience, was suddenly en- 
kindled in the heart of a young princess, who, from a dia- 
tant part of Germany, recognized in him her model and her 
father. That intense sympathy for the passion of a God 
made man, which caused St. Louis, at twenty-four years of 
age, to walk barefooted before the holy mown of thorns, 
which forced him to go twice, under the banner of the 
Cross, to seek in Africa captivity and death ; that longing 
for a better life which made him strive against the wishes 
of his family and friends, to abdicate hia crown, and hide 
himself under the momtic habit ; that respect for poverty 

1 0 irate Egido, perche re1 tu rtato tanto villano . . . Curfrdrni 
fratl, non mi m~nvigliate de do, imperocche nb io a lui, nb egli a me 
poteva dire pnrola, perocchb ri to8to come noi ci abbracciammo inrieme, 
la lnce dellr divlna rapienu dvelb P manifeutb Ir me 11 cuore auo, et a 
I d  I1 mio, e cod per dlvina opervione raggumdmdoci nb cuod d o  ch'io 
voles dire a lui, ed egli a me, troppo meglio cognorcemmo, che re no1 
d ave~umo parlato colla boccr, e con maggiore con8oladone, che 8e 
no1 averrlmo roluto erplicare con roce quello che no1 rentivamo net 
cuore, per lo difetto della lingua umann, In qaale non puo ahiuemente 
wprimere li miaterj regreti di Dio. . . . Ibid, 
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which led him to kiss the hand of every one to whom he 
gave al.1118; hie team so abundantl hie sweet familiarity 
with Joinville, and even his great conjugal tenderness: 
all this waa to be found in the life of Elizabeth, who 
was not less hia sieter by all the emotions and all the 
intimate sympathies of her life, than by their common 
obligations under the rule of St. Franoia. 

It has been proved in our own day that the thirteenth 
cmtuy  was remarkable for the increasing influence of 
women over the social and political world ; that they held 
the sovereign direction of the affaim of many great states: 
and that new homage was daily offered them in publio 
as well as in private life. This was the inevitable result 
of that devotion to the Blessed Virginl the growth of 
which I have previously alluded to. For the honor of 
all women, we must bear in mind, says a poet of that 
period, that the Mother of Qod was a w o m S  In fact, 
how could kings and people have taken her oonstantly aa 
their mediatrix between her Son and themselves, placed 
under her protection all their works, and ohosen her as 
the object of their moat fervent devotiou, without bestow- 
ing some of this veneration upon the sex of which she 
wae the representative before Qod, and the regenerated 
type? Since woman w b  so powerful in heaven, it was 
but natural that she should be so upon earth But whilst 
other princsssee were sharing with kinge the righta of 
supreme government, the daughter of the King of Hun- 
gary, the descendant of a race of saints, and whose exam- 
ple wae to produce m y  mare, demonstrated that there 
was also a royalty of so& above all earthly pompa ; and 

1 Blanche of Cantile; Iubellr of La Marche, who directed all the 
&aim of State of King John L.cktmd, her hurband ; Jme, Counten 
of F h d e n ,  who claimed the right, M a of Rnnce, of urirting 
at the conrecration of SL Lodr 

* Fraucnloli, a poem of the thirteenth century. 
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it was in exercising this, without intending or even know- 
ing it, that she acquired her place in history. Her life, 
short though it was, presents a combination, perhapa 
unique, of the moat diverse phasee, of traits the most 
attractiveland at the same time the m b t  austere, that can 
be found united in the life of a Christian, a princeas, and 
a saint. At the same time, in the twenty years that 
elapsed between the day when ehe war, borne in a silver 
cradle to her betrothed, and that on which she expired 
upon the pallet of the hospital, which she had chosen as 
her deathbed, there are two par& quite distinct, if not in 
her character, at least in her exterior life. The firat was 
all chivalrous, all poetic, calculated to charm the imagi- 
nation as well ae to inspire piety. From the depths of 
Hungary, from that land half unknown, half oriental, 
the frontier of Christendom, which to the imagination of 
the Middle Ages presented itself under a mysterious and 
graud aspect,' she arrived at the court of Thuringia, the 
most brilliant and the most poetio of all Germany. During 
her infancy, her precocious virtue was disregarded, her piety 
despised; there maa a disposition to send her h o k  igno- 
miniously to her father; but her betrothed maintained an 
unshaken fidelity to her, consoled her under the perseoution 
of the wicked, and, as soon as he was master of l~ estates, 
haatened to marry her. The holy love of a sister mingled 
in her heart with the devoted tenderness of a wife for 
him whose childhood she had shared, before sharing with 
him the happineas of the nuptial union, and who emulated 
her piety and fervor. A mutual dependence, full of sweet- 

1 The famour Bertha Debonnaire, wife of Pepfn, mother of Charle- 
magne, the principal heroine of the period of the Carlovingian epics, 
w u  olao a dnughter of the King of Hungary. See li Radi di Rancia, 
and the romance of B& au+ ,ptandr pied#, edit. of Y. P. Parin. 
Flotrer, the hem of one of the moat popular epiw of the Wddle Ager, 
Fla'ra st Blandflew, w u  the inheritor of the throne of Hungary. 8ee 
Mar. of the roy. Ub., dep. SdntQermain den P A .  No. 1088. 
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ness, a nalve and delicious confidence, marked this union. 
During the whole of their wedded life they certainly 
o f f e d  the most beautiful and edifying example of a Chrie- 
tian marriage; and it may be said, that among all the 
eainte, no one has preeented, in as high a degree aa Eliza- 
beth, the perfect model of a Christian wifa But in the 
midst of the happiness of that life, the joys of maternity, 
the homage and the brilliancy of a chivslroue court, her 
soul was already turning towards the eternal soum of love, 
by mortifioation, humility, and the most fervent devotion ; 
and the germs of this higher life, deposited in her, de- 
veloped and blossomed into a charity without limits, and 
into an indefatigable solicitude for all the miseries of the 
poor. Meanwhile the irresistible appeal of the Crusade, 
the supreme duty of delivering the tomb of Jesus, led far 
away from her the young hueband, after seven yeare of 
the most devoted union. He had not yet dared to make 
h o w n  to her thh secret project, when, in an outburst of 
loving tenderness, she discovered it. 

She knew not how to resign herself to this stern 
destiny; she followed and accompanied him a long way 
beyond the frontiers of her country, unable to tear herself 
h m  his arms. In  the despair which wrung her soul a t  
the moment of this touching farewell, and when she 
learned of the premature death of her dearly loved hus- 
band, we recognize all the energy and tenderness which 
filled her young heart ; precious aud invincible energy, 
worthy to be consemted to the conquest of heaven; 
profound and insatiable tendernw, which Gtod alone could 
heal and satiafy. 

This separation once wnsummated, her whole life waa 
changed, and Gtod took the place of everything in her 
sod. Misfortunes threatened to overwhelm her; she who 
had ao often nourished and comforted the poor was 
brutally driven from her royal residence, and wandered in 

7 
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the streets with her little children, a prey to hunger and 
cold; she who had so often given shelter to others, now 
found i t  nowhere for herself. But when her injuriea were 
repaired, she waa none the more reconciled to life. Left 
a widow at the age of twenty, she scorned the hand of 
the most powerful princes ; the world disgusted her ; the 
bonds of mortal love once broken, she felt herself wounded 
with a divine love ; 1 her heart, like the sacred censer, was 
closed to all earthly things, and open only to heaven2 She 
contracted with Christ a second and indissoluble union ; 
 he sought Him and served Him in the peraon of the 
afflicted. After having dietributed to them all her treaa- 
urea, all her possessions, when nothing was left her, she 
gave herself to them. She became poor that she might 
the better understend and relieve the misery of the poor; 
she consecrated her life to rendering them the most repul- 
sive services. I t  was in vain that her father, the King of 
Hungary, sent an ambassador to bring her back to him. 
This nobleman found her engaged at her spinning wheel, 
resolved to prefer the kingdom of heaven to all the royal 
~plendors of her native land. In  exchange for her aueteri- 
ties, her voluntary poverty, the yoke of obedience under 
which she daily bent her whole being, her divine Spouse 
granted her a supernatural joy and powel: In the midst 
of calumnies, privations, and the most cruel mortifications, 
she mas free from even the shadow of sorrow., One look, 

1 Haec mncto lrmore mucia.-Hymn of the Roman Breviary for 
holy women. 

L1 cnen doit ertre 
Semblanr i l'encenrier, 
Ton: clom enven la tam, 
Et oven ven le clel. 

b Sfraphin, a Mrs. poem In the Ropal Library, No. 1W. TIIL 
unknown poet seems to hare anticipated the beautiful expre88ion of 
Bo88uet, when he raid of the heart of Madame de la Vallibre, that it no 
longw beat ampt on the aide towards h e a m  

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



INTBODUCTION 99 

one prayer from her, sufEced to heal the ills of her fellow- 
men. In the flower of her life she was ripe for eternity ; 
and she died singing a cantiale of triumph, which rn 
heard repeated by the angels in heaven. Thus, during the 
twenty-four years of her life, we see her in turn an orphan 
pemwuted in a atrange land, a modest and charming 
betrothed, a woman unequalled for her tendern- and 
confidence, a loving and devoted mother, a sovereign 
more powerful by her beneficenoe than by her rank ; then 
a widow cruelly oppressed, a penitent without sin, an 
auam reoluee, a sister of charity, the loving and beloved 
spouse of Christ, Who glorified her by miracles before 
d b g  her to Himeell ; and in all the vicissitudes of life 
ever faithful to her fundamental character, to that perfect 
simplicity which in the sweetest fruit of faith and the 
moat fragrant perfume of love, and whioh transformed her 
whole life into that celestial childhood to which Jesus 
Cllriet has promised the kingdoln of heaven. 

So much that is charming and intereating in the brief 
mortal existence of this young woman is not the creation 
of a poet, nor the fruit of a pious affeotion exaggemtd by 
distance. On the contrary, it is authenticated by all the 
evidence of hietoy. 

The profound impmion whioh the destiny and the 
heroic virtues of St. Elizabeth produced upon her own 
century ie manifmtd by the tender and ~~rupulous cam 
with whioh the faithful recalled, and repeated from gen- 
eration to generation, the moat trivial actions of her life, 
the slightest worda that escaped her lips, and the thousand 
and one incidents that throw light upon the inmost recesses 
of that mu1 so naive and pure. And thus we are enabled, 
after s lapse of six centurim, to give an account of this 
b l d  life, with such tamiliar and intimate details ee one 
expects to find only in memo- of the most recent 
events, and with circumstances so poetic, I had almost 
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said romantic, that it ie difEdt not to me therein, in the 
first instance, the product of an exalted imagination, 
which has endeavored to embellish with every possible 
charm the heroine of a romance. Bnd yet their historic 
authenticity cannot be doubted; for the moat of theae 
deteile, gathered at the same time with the evidenoee of 
her mjracles, and verilled by solemn inquests made im- 
mediately after her death, have been recorded by p v e  
historians in the national and contemporaneous chronicles 
which furnish the ground of belief in all the other events 
of that time. To the minds of theae pious narrators, who 
wrote, in m r d a n c e  with the spirit of the moiety in 
which they lived, under the exclueive dominion of faith, 
so beautiful a Christian viotory, so much charity and 
solicitude for the poor, and such glorious manifestations 
of the power of God, operated in a being so tender and 
eo young, appeared like 8 delicious camp of repose in the 
midet of hostilities, ware, and political revolutions. 

And not only has this life, so poetic, and at the same 
time eo edifying, received the testimony of history, but it 
hae been accorded a high sanction of quite a different char- 
acter ; i t  has been crowned with a splendor which eclipses 
the charms of imagination, the renown of the world, and 
all the popularity that historians and rhetoricianr, oan 
give ; it haa been adorned with the moat beautiful crown 
known to men, the crown of a saint. It has been glorified 
by the worship of the Christian world. It has been given 
the popularity of prayer, which alone is eternal, alone ie 
universal, and alone ie r e c q p d d  at once by the wise and 
the rich, by the poor, the unfortuuate, the ignorant, and 
by that immense mass of men who have neither the time 
nor the inclination to occupy themselves with human 
gloriea. And for those who find their chief delight in 
the charms of the imagination; what happinees to feel 
that so much poetry, so many charming traits, in which 

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



are partrayed all the sweet and tender emotions that the 
human heart may experience, oan be brought to mind and 
glorified, no longer in the pages of eome romance, or upon 
the stage of a theatre, but under the roof8 of our churches, 
at the foot of holy altars, in the outpouring of the Chrb 
tian soul at the feet of her Clod. 

Per-, wried away, aa one often ie, by that involun- 
tary psrtiality which ie felt for what has been the object 
of one's study and admiration during many years, I have 
exaggerated the beauty and the importance of my subject. 
I do not doubt that, apart from all my own imperfections 
in the work, many will feel that thia century, m distant, 
haa nothing in common with our own ; that thia biogra- 
phy so full  of detail, this picture of maanera so long 
obsolete, offem no positive and profitable reeulta to the 
Christian ideas of our own daya The simple and pious 
mula, for whom alone I write, will judge of tb. The 
author of this book has encountered an objeotion more 
serious than thia Captivated in the beginning by the 
character, poetio, legendary, romantic even, which at fimt 
view is preeented by the life of St. Elizabeth, as he ad- 
vanced he found himaelf, unconsciously aa it were, en- 
gaged in the study of that wonderful development of the 
ascetic force which is engendered by faith, confronted by 
the revelation of the most profound mysteries of Christian 
initiation He oould not but ask himself, then, whether 
indeed he had the right to undertake such a work ; whether 
the narration of the sublime triumph of religion ought 
not to be left to pens by which that religion might be 
honored, or at least which would be excluively devoted 
to it. He was, in truth, obliged to mgnize that he en- 
joyed no such rniesion ; and it was with fear and trembling 
that he undertook a work which seeme to m r d  neither 
with his weaknees, his age, nor his charecter aa a layman 
Nevertheless, after much hesitation, he allowed himaclf 

Private Use Only



I02 LLFE OF ST. ELIZABETH 

to be drawn on by the neoeesity of giving some reeult to 
long and conscientious studies, and by the desire to pre- 
sent to the friende of religion, as well as to those of hie- 
torid truth, the faithful and complete picture of the life 
of a aaint of ancient days, of one of those b e i i  who 
united in themselves all the belieb and the pure affec- 
tions of ahrietian centuries; to paint them as much as 
possible in the colora of their own age, and to exhibit 
them in all the splendor of that complete beauty with 
whioh they appeared to the minds of the people of the 
Middle Ages. 

I am onscioua that in order to reproduce such a life in 
all ita integrity, it 21 necessary to confront a whole order 
of facts and idem which for a long time have been r e p  
robated by the vague religiosity of modern times, and 
which a sincere but timorous piety has too often avoided 
in religious hietoy. I speak of those mpernatud phe- 
nomena which are so abundant in the lives of the saints, 
which have been onseorated by faith under the name of 
miracles, and dishonored by worldly wiedom under the 
name of legends, popular superstitions, or fabulous tradi- 
tions. A great many are to be found in the life of 
St. Elizabeth. I have endeavored to reproduce them with 
the eame scrupulous exactness that I have followed in 
the narration of all the other facta of her life. The very 
thought of omitting, or even of palliating them, of inter- 
preting them with an adroit moderation, would have been 
revolting to me. To my mind it would have been a 
wrilege to conceal what we believe to be the truth, in 
order to humor the proud reason of our age. It would 
have been a culpable insccuracy, for these miracles are 
narrated by the same authors, eetablished by the same 
authority, ae all the other eventa of my narrative ; and I 
ra l ly  should not have known what rule to follow in 
admitting their veracity in certain cases and rejecting it 
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in othenn In fa& it would have been h y p i e y ,  for I 
acknowledge frankly that I believe with the beat faith 
in the world a11 the most miraculous accounts that have 
been given of the aainte of Qod in general, and of St. 
ltlbabeth in psrtioular. Nor have I had to achieve any 
victory over my feeblg reaaon in thie ; for nothing seems 
to me more reasonable, more simple for e Christian, than 
to bow in admowledpent before the meroy of the Lord, 
when He ia pleaeed to suspend or m o d e  the lawa of 
nature, of which He alone ie the Oreator, to assure and 
glorify the triumph of those other and far higher lawa of 
the moral and religious order. IB it not eaay to conceive 
how such mula as Elizabeth and her contemporaries, er- 
alted by faith and humility far above the cold masoning 
of the world, purified by every sacrifice and every virtuq 
habituated to live by anticipation in heaven, offered, as it 
were, an ever ready theatre to the goodneas of God; or 
how the ardent and simple faith of the people appealed 
to, and, if I may dare to use the expression, justified, the 
frequent and familiar intervention of that almighty 
power, which the ineenaate pride of our days rejecta 
and denies 1 

I t  ia with a mingled sentiment of reepeot and love that 
I have for a long time atudied them innumerable tmdi- 
tiom of faithful generatione, in whioh faith and Christian 
poetry, the highset leeeons of religion, and the moat 
delightful creations of the imagination, are blended in 
so intimate a union that i t  would be difaoult to separate 
them. Even had I not the happineas of believing my- 
mlf with entire simplicity in the wondera of divine power 
whioh they relate, I never ahould have had the courage 
to dsepb the innocent belief which haa moved and 
c h e d  millions of my fellow men during so many m- 
turies. Even any puerility whioh they may oontain i~ 
exalted and sanctified in my eyea for having been the 
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object of the faith of our fathem, of those who were 
nearer to Christ than we are ; and I have not the heart to 
diedain that which they believed with so much fervor, 
and loved with eo much conetancy. On the contrary, I 
do not hesitate to confew that I have many a time found 
help and coneoletion in them. Nor am I alone in this ; 
for if everywhere those who call themeelves enlightened 
and wise deapiee them, there are still asylums where them 
sweet belief8 have remained dear to the poor and the 
simple. I found them devoutly held by the inhabitants 
of Ireland, of the Tyrol, of Italy especially, and often 
even by thoee of more than one province of Fmm I 
gathered them from their lip, and in the team which 
flowed from their eyes. They have etill an altar in the 
moat beautiful of temples, in the heart of the people. I 
would even dare to aay that there ie somethbg wanting 
in the human glory of thaee sainta who have not been 
accorded this touching popularity, who have not received, 
together with the homage of the Church, that tribute of 
humble love and intimate confidence which is rendered 
in the thatohed cottage, by the h i d e  where late vigile 
are kept, from the mouth and heart of the simple and the 
poor. Elizabeth, gifted by heaven with auch perfect sim- 
plicity, who, in the midst of the eplendora of her rank, 
preferred to any other eociety that of the unfortunate and 
deepieed of the world ; Elizabeth, the friend, the mother, 
the servant of the poor, could not be forgotten by them; 
and this sweet remembranoe explaina some of the most 
oharming namtivee that I shall have to relate. 
This, however, ie not the place to disc- the grave 

question of the faith due to the miracles recorded in the 
history of the saints; i t  is d c i e n t  for me to have stated 
my. own pereonal view of the subject. Had it been 
altogether different, I ehould not have been relieved, on 
that account, of the duty, in writing the life of St. Eliea- 
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beth, of making known all that Catholice have. believed of 
her, and of ascribing to har the glory and the influence 
which her mimdea have won for her in the eyes of the 
faithful In any study of the Middle Agea, the implicit 
faith of the people, and the unanimoue consent of public 
opinion, give to all the popular traditions inspired by 
religion a force which it is impoaeible for the historian 
not to appreciate. Even putting aside their theological 
value, it would be nothing leas than blindness to ignore 
the part which they have played at all timea in poetry 
and history. 

As for poetry, it certainly cannot be denied that an 
inexhaustible mine ia contained in these traditions. We 
reoogniEe this fact more and mom as the muma of true 
ber,uQ am discerned. Even were we obliged to content 
oudvea  with regarding legenda as nothing mom than 
Chhtian mythology, a w w  to the contemptuous ex- 
pression of the great philoeophera of our day, atill would 
they seem to me to be a source of poetry much mom pure, 
abundant, and original than the worn-out mythology of 
Olympua 

Yet why need we marvel at the fact that for a long 
time they have been denied the right of exercising any 
poetical iduence 1 The idolatrous generations which have 
concentrated all their enthueiaem upon the monuments 
and the inspirations of paganism, and the impious genera- 
tions which have honored with the name of poetry the 
defiled muee of the last entury, certainly oould not give 
the mni name to the exquisite fruit of Catholic faith; 
they oould render it but one kind of homage, and that was 
to insult and laugh at it, aa they have done. 

From a purely historical point of view, popular traditione, 
and especially those which are oonneM with religion, if 
they have not a mathematical certainty, if they are not 
what am termed positive facts, have at least had all the 
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force of such, and have exercised over the pamione and 
the mannem of people a much greater influenoe than facts 
which are the most incontestable for human reason. 
Surely then, they must merit the attention and respect of 
every d o u a  and critical historian. Thia should be 
equally the cage with every man who is intereeted in the 
supremaby of spirituality in the progrees of the human 
race, who p h m  the cultivation of moral excellence above 
the exduaive dominion of material interests and inclina- 
tions ; for we muat not forget that at the bottom of the most 
puerile beliefs, the most ridiculous superstitions that have 
ever prevailed for any length of time among Christian 
populations, there has always been a formal recognition of 
a supernatural force, a generous protestation in favor of the 
dignity of man fallen, but not without the hope of d v a -  
tion. They impreesed upon popular convietione every- 
where and always the viotory of mind over matter, of the 
invisible. over the visible, of the innocent glory of man 
over hia misfortunes, of the primitive purity of natnre over 
her corruption. The leaet little Catholic legend has won 
more hearta to these immortal truths than all the disaer 
tations of philosophem It is the sentiment of thh 
glorious sympathy between the Creator and the creature, 
between heaven and earth, that constantly reveals itself 
to ua through the course of centuries. But whilst pegan 
antiquity stammered it, in giving to its gods all the vices 
of humanity, Christian agea have proclaimed it aloud in 
elevating humanity and the world, regenexated by fait.11, 
to the height of heaven. 

In the centuries of which I am writing, such apologim 
would have been ill-timed indeed. No person in Christian 
eociety then doubted the truth and the ineffable sweetnee6 
of these pioua traditions. Men lived in a sort of tender 
and intimate familiarity with those among their ancestors 
whom God had manifestly called to Himself, and whose 
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aanctity the Chmh had proolaimed. Thie Church which 
had placed them upon her altars certainly could not be 
offended became her children came in throngs, and with 
indefatigable tenderness, to offer all the flowers of their 
thought and their imagination to these witneaeee of 
eternal truth. They had already received the palm of 
victory; thorn who were still fighting did not cease to 
congratulate them, and to learn from them the sdence of 
conquering. Ineffable affections, the most salutary patron- 
ages, were thus formed between the Saints of the Church 
Triumphant and the humble combatante of the Church 
Militant. Each one chose aaording to hie inclination, 
from among this glorified people, a father or friend, and 
under his or her protection puehed on with more confi- 
dence and security towards the eternal light. F'rom the 
King and the Sovereign Pontiff, down to the pooreat artisan, 
each one had e special patron in heaven, and in the midst 
of combats, in the dangers and m m m  of life, these holy 
friendship exercised all their cmmling and fortifying 
Muenca St. Louie dying for the Craw, beyond the seas, 
invoked with fervor the humble shepherdess who wee the 
pteotrese of his capital The valiant Spaniards, over- 
powered by the Moore, saw St. James mingling in their 
ranks, and returning to the charge, quickly changed their 
defeat into victory. The knights and noblemen had as 
their models and patrons St. Michael and St. George, and 
as the sweet objecte of their pioue thoughts, St. Catherine 
and St. Margaret. If it wee their fortune to die p h n e r s  
and martyrs of the Faith, their thoughta turned to St. 
Agnes, the young virgin who in like manner had bowed 
her head under the sword of the executioner.' The 
laborer saw in the churches the picture of St. Isidore with 

1 h d  then, making the rign of the crorr, I knelt at the feet of one 
of them, who held a Danfrh carpenter1# hatchet, and utd, Thw died 
8t. Agnes." - Joinvilla. 
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his plough, and St. Nothburga, the poor Tyrolese servant, 
with her eickle. The poor in general, those whoee livea 
were epent in toil, met at every atep the coloeaal St. 
Chktopher, bending under the weight of the Child Jesus, 
and beheld in him the eymbol of thorn arduous labore of 
life of which heaven is the harvest. Qermany especially 
abounded in belief8 of this kind ; a fact which we can etill 
readily comprehend in etudying the national epirit, which 
waa m unaffected and pure, with an entire abeence of that 
sarcaem, that ecoffing ridicule, which destmp all poetry ; 
ae abo in exploring her rich and expressive Irmguage. I 
should never end if I were to attempt to specify the 
innumereble link8 which thus attached heaven and earth, 
if I were to penetrate that vast sphere, in which all the 
affectiom and dutiea of this mortal life are mingled and 
interwoven with immortal interests ; where even the most 
abandoned and lonely souls could find a whole world of 
comfort and consolation, sheltered from the disappoint- 
ments of this life. 

Thue the faithful soul learned to love in this life those 
whom he waa to love in the next; he counted upon meet- 
ing beyond the grave the holy protectors of hia infancy, 
the sweet friend8 of hie childhood, the faithful patrons of 
his whole life ; there was for him but one boundlees love, 
which united the two livee of man and which, commencing 
here in the tempeete of time, was prolonged throughout the 
glories of eternity. But all theae beliefs and all theae 
tender affectione, by which the heerte of men were raiaed 
to heaven, were concentrated around and attached to one 
supreme figure. All these pious, traditions, some local, 
others personal, were eclipsed and obscured by those 
which were everywhere held concerning May. Queen 
on earth, as well as Queen in heaven, whilst all heads and 
all hearts were bowed down before her, all minds were 
inepired by her glory ; whilst the world wae covered with 
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~anctuarim and oathe&& in her honor, the imagination of 
these poetio generatione never wearied in discovering some 
new perfeetian, some new beauty in the soul of this supreme 
beauty I Each day brought to light some more marvellous 
l p d ,  eome new glory which the gratitude of the world 
offered to her who had reopened the @tee of heaven, who 
had replenished the ranke of the angele, and who had taken 
from man the right to complain of the sin of Eve ; to the 
humble handmaid crowned by God with the crown that 
St. Michael had arrested from Luder when he caet him 
into hell.' 

" You must indeed," they eaid with charming simplicity, 
"you muet indeed hear ua, we are so happy in honoring 
youna " & l exchimed Walther, let us not cease praie- 
ing this sweet Virgin whoae Son can-refuse her nothing. 
Our supreme consolation ie in the thought that in heaven 
whatsoever ehe wishes is done I "  And full of a firm con- 
fidence in the object of so much love, convinced of her 
maternal vigilance, Christianity committad iteelf to her in 
all ita triala, in all ita dangers, and reposed in that cod- 
dence, according to the beautiful picture of a poet who 
was a contemporary of St. Elizabeth :8 

Endormie eat la lo,rill&, 
BInh notm Dame eat BveilMe . . . 
Olicquea ne fut la glorieuw 
Ne mmsillans ne parece.uee . . . 
Et nuit at jor la Virge n~onde 
En d eat por tot le monde. 

1 Exprerrionr in the poem of the War of Warfhrg (of tllc time of 
the bkth of 8t. Elhbeth) and othem of tlre twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries. 

b t i c l e  in honor of Mary, in Hoffmm, Hirtory of the Ckantr fl 
the C A d  in Omony,  p. 108. 

8 Mhcles of the Vigln, by the prior (huthier de Coinry, Mu. of 
the Boy. Libruy, No. 20. 
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S'ele donnait une mule h o w  
Tos li mom ee deeou de wre 
Trebuchemit por les m&tz 
Que noun ~BM)M et avona fez.1 

Acoording to the spirit of these ages, in which there 
was so great a superabundance of faith and love, the world 
had been inundated, ae it were, by two streams. Re- 
deemed by the blood of Jeeus, it had likewiee been puri- 
fied by the milk of Mary ; by that milk whioh had been 
the first nourishment of God upon earth, and which had 
recalled heeven to H i d  I t  had conatant need of both 
one and the other. As a pioua religioue who wmte the 
life of St. Ehabeth expressed it, " All have the right to 
enter the family of Jeeua Chriet, when they profit wisely 
by the blood of their Redeemer, and their Father, and by 
the milk of the Sacred Virgin, their Mother; yea, by that 
adorable blood which gave courage to the martyrs, and 
made their sufferings delightful to them . . . and by that 
virginal milk which soothes our sorrows in appeasing the 
wrath of God." 8 And yet, it must be' wid, the enthusiasm 

1 A child aleepa on, though dmger ir near; 
nut Mary is watching, there needs no fear. 
No rlaep, nor rest, that Mother taker 
Till, danger gone, the child awakee. 
Ttua night and dry the Virgin pure 
O'er all the world keeps guud secure. 
For rliould that b l w d  vigil fail, 
Then naught on eartb could ere prevail 
To avert the WOM that would ensue 
Por wronp we're done, for m o n p  we do. 

1 Sahatorem 15reculorum, iprum Regem Angelorum, sol. Virgo 
lactabat nbere de coelo p1eno.- Ofice of tha Church fos the K a t i ~  of 
the Feat of the Cimtmcirion, Leason VIDL 

8 Lp of St. Elicclbeth, by R. F. Apollinaria. Paria, 1860, p. 41. 
A charming picture by one of the most wcomplirhed painten evcr 
fnspired by Christian art, Fnrncesco Fnmcia of Bologna, conrecrated 
tht thought two centurics lefon, the piow excl.ution which I have 
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of thie !Wl tenderness did not s d o e  for those eoula ao 
d m t e d  to the Virgin Mother. They needed 8 yet mom 
tender sentiment, if such were possible, mom intimate, 
more encouraging, the eweeteet and purest that man can 
conoeiva Afkr all, had not Mary been a simple mortal, 
a feeble woman, who had k n o m  all the mieeriea of life, 
who had endured calumny, exile, cold, and hunger 1 Ah I 
it was more than a mother; it was a eister that these 
Christian people looked for in her I And so they besought 
her unceasingly to remember that fraternity ao glorioue 
for the exiled race; and a great saint, one of the most 
devoted of her semitons, did not haitate to invoke her 
thue : 0 Mary I he exclaimed, we beseech thee aa Abra- 
ham beaought Sara in the land of Egypt. . . . 0 Mary I 
our Sam I my that thou art our sister, that for thy eake 
God may be favorably disposed towards us, that by thy 
grace our mula may live in God I Say it, then, our own 
moat dear Sara I say that thou art our e h r ,  and becaw 
of such a eister the Egyptians, that is, the demone, will 
be afraid of na : becaw of such a sister, the angela will  
come and array themselves by our side ; and the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Ghost mill have mercy on ue 
because of such a sister aa thee I " 

I t  waa t h u  they loved May, these Christiaw of other 
clap. And when their love had embraced heaven and ita 
Mother, and all its bleesed inhabitants, it dewended again 
upon earth, to people and love it in turn. The earth 
which had been aaeigned to them aa their abode, this 

cited. He reprerented S t  Augurtine rknding, having at hi8 r i ~ h t  
h r y ,  who ia offering her b m t  to her Divine Clrild, m d  at hb left, 
Jerw on the CTOM. In one hmd he holdr thL inrcription : B i c  ab dew 
lador; m d  in the other: Ric  a d n m  parcot; md above hb head : 
P d e  in medio, quo me wrtor nmcio: Dicam ergo Juu Maria m i n r m .  
ThL pictun ir in the gallery of Bologu. 

1 & Bonaventure, S ~ ~ ~ U I I  La& IX. 
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beautiful -tion of God, became also the object of their 
fruitful solicitude and sincere dection. Men who were 
then called wise, and perhaps rightly so, studied nature 
with the ecrupuloue care which Christians should give to 
the study of the works of God; but they d d  not per- 
suade themselves to oonaider it as a body without a higher 
life. They always sought therein eome mysterioile rela- 
tion with the duties and the beliefs of man redeemed by 
his God. They saw in the habita of animala, in the phe- 
nomena of planta, in the son@ of the birda, and in the 
virtuea of precious stones, so many symbola of truths con- 
secrated by faith1 

Pedantic nomenclaturea had not yet invaded and pro- 
faned the world reoonquered to the true God by Chris- 
tianity. When at night the poor man raised his eyes to 
heaven, he saw there, instead of the Milky Way of Juno, 
the path which led hie brethren on their pilgrimage to 
Compostella ; or that which the bleaeed followed on their 
way to heaven. Flowere, especially, presented a world 
peopled with the moat charming imagee, a mute language 
which expreesed the most tender and lively sentimenta 
The people joined with scholara in giving to them eweet 
objects of their daily attention the names of thoae whom 
they loved the most, the names of the Apoatlee and of 
their favorite saints, whose innocence and purity seemed 
reflected in the pure beauty of these flowera Our Eliza- 
beth had ale0 her flower, hnmble and hidden, ae ehe 
always wished to baa But M a y  especially, the flower of 

1 The rtudy of nature, from this point of view, w u  very general 
daring the tllirteenth century, u may be men in the Specdurn Naturub 
of Vincent of Beauvair, and by the great number of treatires on 
animalr, birdr, and rtoner, whlch appeared both in vene and prow 
about thir time. It L, moreover, stamped upon all the poetry of thia 
period. 

1 The Cyrrw Ediondsmum ia  called in German E l i ~ a b l i i m d a n ,  
or Little Flower of St. Elizabeth. 
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flowera, the row without thorne, the lily without epot? 
had a countless number of flowera that her aweet name 
rendered all the more beautiful and dear to her people. 
Each one of the garmenta that she wore on earfh wee 
represented by some flower more lovely than the others ; 
they were like relica mattered everywhere and unceasingly 
renewed. The great savants of our day have thought 
they could improve on this by substituting for her mem- 
ory that of Venue? The eympathy was regarded aa re- 
ciprocal ; earth owed a recognition for thia amciation 
with the religion of man. On Christmas night the people 
went forth to announce to the treas of the forest that 
Chrbt was about to came: Apriatuv tewa d gsmind  
Sub-? I n  return the earth would bring forth rosee 
and anemonea in the place where man had pcd out his 
blood, and lilies where he had ahed team When a aaint 
died, all the flowera in the vicinity would fade, or bow 
down their headn as hie bier paeeed by.' Can we not 

1 Lilium r i ~  d a ,  TOM r i m  rpinu,Jmflorium -exprerrionl of the 
ancient llturgiea of the Church, repeated r thouand timer by the 
poeta of every country during the twelfth urd t h b n t h  centurlec 
0 ayo mio row, ray8 again St. Alphonmr Liguorl in Ma Canmacine in 
more di M a r i a  S a n ~ i ~ i m a .  

1 For example, the Bower which in a11 the languages of Europe Ir 
d l e d  The Yirgin'r S l i p y e  h u  been named C y p i p d i u m  Calceolw. 
Let me cite mother notable exmple of the groar n u b r i a l h  which 
dlatingulahea these brutal nomenclaturer Every one t famillu with 
that c h h g  alp-blue flower 'whore rounded lobe8 aeem like a 
fwtoon of uare clrcling m aweole of gold," which the C)erm.nl call 
Forget n r  na, and which in h c e  h u  received the nrme of I X r  mom 
I l e a  you, tAr more I low yon, and still more generally that of Eysr of& 
B M  Virgin. Modern pedantry h u  replaced there rweet nuns by 
that of Myorotir mrpiolclr, that ia to ray literally, ScmpionJike molur- 
ear. And thia ir what ir called the progrear of rcimcel &e the 
excellent easy  of Y. Chuler Nodler upon Conwentional hngmagar in 
ht Notiow ds Linguih'qur. 

8 A curtom whlch still prevail8 in Rolatein. 
4 Legend of St. Jane of Portugal. 

R 
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picture to oqsalvea the fraternal tenderneee which united 
St, Francis to all wture, animate and inanimatn, and drew 
from him thoee cries, at once eo plaintive and so beautiful 1 
All Christians, then, had more or less of the same senti- 
ment; for the earth, now so depopulated, so s M e  for 
the soul, wae then impregnated with an immortal beauty. 
The birds, the planta, everything that man met with dnr- 
ing hie earthly weer, everything possessing life, had been 
marked by him with ht, faith and his hope. I t  waa a 
vast kingdom of love, and of knowledge ae well; for 
everything had ita reason, and ita reason in faith. Like 
those burning rays which, proceeding from the wounds 
of Christ, had i m p w e d  the stigmata upon the members 
of St. k c i s  of Baeisi, so the rays promeding from the 
heart of the Christian race, from the heerte of simple 
and faithful men, had imprinted upon all nature the 
remembrance of heaven, the impreee of Christ, the seal 
of love. 

Yea, there was in the world an immense volume, as it 
were, in which fifty generations lmd written, during twelve 
centuries, their beliefs, their emotions, their dream, with 
infinite tenderness and patience. Not only was a page 
given to each mystay of the Faith, to each triumpl~ of 
the Cross; but each flower and fruit, and every animal 
of the field, had likewise its place therein. As in the 
ancient missals, and in the great antiphonariea of the old 
cnthedrals,' by the side of brilliant paintings, in which 
were traced with an inspiration eo animated, and at the 
same time so profound, the principal scenea in the life of 
Christ and those of the eaints, the text of the laws of 
God and of Hie divine words were to be seen, surrounded 
by all the beauties of nature; so here all animated beings 
were found united in singing the praises of the Lord, and 

1 For example, in the Ubrary of the ~Uledral  of Sienna, in that of 
8t. Lawrence of Nwemberg, etc. 
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from the dyx  of every flower came forth an angel for 
the same purpose. This was the Ikgtnd, to be read by 
the poor and the simple, the gospel adapted to their we, 
Biblia paupmm ! Their innocent eyes read therein a 
thousand beauties, whose meaning is now lost forever; 
heaven and earth there appeared to them filled with the 
sweetest knowledge; well might they sing with sincere 
voice, Rmi runt wdi at t m a  gloria tua ! 

Who can calculate how much life has been impover- 
ished since then 1 Who thinks now of the imagination 
of the poor, of the heart of the ignorant 1 

Yes, the world waa wnrpped then in the Faith ae with 
a beneticeut veil, which concealed the wounde of earth, 
and wee tramparent only to heaven. Today the reverse 
is true ; all ia stripped to view on earth, all is veiled in 
heaven. 

To clothe the world in this consoling garment required 
the complete and unrestricted union of the two great 
principle8 which were so wonderfully united in the c b ~  
acter of Elizabeth and in that of her age, simplicity and 
faith. To-day, aa every one knows and admite, they have 
disappeared from society at large ; the first especially haa 
been completely extirpated, not only from public life, 
but likewise from the heart, from private and domestic 
life, from the few places where the other still remaina 
Tlle atheistic science, and the irreligious philosophy of 
modern centuries displayed profound skill certainly in 
pronouncing their divorce before condemning them to 
death. When their holy alliance had been broken, these 
two celestial sisters oould only embrace each other in 
a few unknown so&, in certain scattered and forgotten 
populations, and then they marched separately to death. 
This death, it is needlega to say, waa only apparent, was 

indeed but an exile. They are cradled in the bosom of 
the imperishable Church, whence they had gone forth to 
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people and to beautify the world. Any one may find them 
there; any one a h  xnay gather up in their path the im- 
mortal relia which they have scattered, and which i t  has 
been impossible to annihilata Their number ie so great, 
and their beauty eo attractive, that one might be tempted 
to believe that God had purposely permitted all the ex- 
terior charms of Catholioity to remain hidden for the 
moment, in order that those who should remain faithful 
in the midst of modern ordeals might have the inesti- 
mable happiness of diecovering them and revealing them 
anew. 

There is a whole world there to be reconquered for 
hieto ry and for poetry ; and piety, too, will find treasures 
there. Let me not be reproached with having stirreid up 
ashes that are forever extinct, with having dieturbed 
irreparable ruins; that which might be true of human 
inatitutione would not be eo in respect to the objects 
of the present study, at leaat according to the faith of 
Catholics. For if it ie true that the Church doee not die, 
nothing which she has once touched with her hand, 
and inspired with her breath, couM die forever. It ie 
sufficient that she should have deposited one germ of her 
own principle, one ray of the h u t a b l e  beauty which 
she received with her life ; once this has been, i t  matters 
not if  the timw have growri dark, and the snows of win- 
ter are heaped mountain high ; i t  is always time to un- 
earth the root, to shake off a little modern duet, to break 
a few artificial ligaments, and to replant it in some good 
eoil, in order to reatore to the flower the perfume and 
freahneee of ancient days. 

I should be sorry to have it thought, becausa of the idem 
which I have here expreseed, that I am a blind enthu- 
aiaet of the Middle Ages ; that everything therein seems 
admirable to me, worthy of envy, and without reproach; 
arid that in the age in which we are destined to live the 
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nations are not susceptible of being healed, aa in other 
day a1 

Far from me be the thought of cherishing vain wte, 
of permitting myself to be blinded by team shed over 
the tomb of generations from whom we have received our 
inheritance. Far from me be the thought of bringing 
back timea that have paased forever. I know that the 
Son of Gtod died upon the cross for the salvation of man- 
kind, not during five or six centuries, but during all time, 
so long aa the world shall last. I cannot think that the 
word of (Xod haa been withdrawn, or that Hie arm haa 
been shortened. The mission of the just man remaim 
the m e ;  the Christian always has hia own salvation to 
effect, and hie neighbor to aaeiet. I do not therefore 
regret, much ae I may admire, any of the human inetitu- 
tions that have perished in aoordance with the destiny 
of human things ; but I do regret bitterly the spirit, the 
divine breath, which animated them, and which is ban- 
ished from the institutions that have replaced them. It 
is not then an idle contemplation of the p t ,  it is not a 
disdain for, nor 8 cowardly giving up of the preeent that 
I urge; once again, far from me be eo unworthy a thought. 
But as the exile, banished from home for having re- 
mained faithful to eternal lam, often eends baok a loving 
thought to those who have loved him and who await hie 
return to his native land; or as the soldier, fighting in 
dietant fields, is thrilled by the story of the battlea which 
hie ancestors gained there; eo may it be permitted me, 
whom faith has rendered an exile, as it were, in the midst 
of modern society, to raise my heart and my eyea towarde 
the blessed inhabitante of the celeetial country, and, an 
humble .soldier of the cause which made them glorious, 
to become idlamed at the recital of their conflicts and 
their triumphs. 

1 SmabIler fecit nationem teme. - Sop., I, 14, 
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I know but too well how much there wae of suffering, 
of crime, and of sorrow in the mturies whioh I have 
been examining, as there always has been, as there always 
will be, m long aa the earth is peopled by a raw of fallen 
men and einnera But I believe that between the evile of 
those centuries and the evils of our own there are two 
inoalculd.de differenoea In the first place, the power of 
evil then enoountered everywhere the power of good, 
which it eeemed to augment in challenging to mmbat, 
aud by which it wae oonetantly and ma@oently over- 
coma This glorioue resistan08 had ita principle in the 
force of mnviotiona which were reoognized, and in their 
influence upon the whole of life. To my that thie force 
has not diminished, in the measure in which faith and 
mligious pmctioe have been lessened in souls, would cer- 
tainly be to oontradiot the experience of history and the 
m r d s  of the world. I t  is far from my intention to qua- 
tion the brilliant p q p a  whioh hhas been aohieved in cer- 
tain reape& ; but I would say with an eloquent writer of 
our own time, whoee words sdciently ehow that he need 
not be e u s w  of any partiality for anoient timee: 
"Morality is certainly more enlightened at the present time; 
but is it any stronger? Who is not tbrilled with joy at 
the thought of the triumph of equality 1 . . . I fear only 
that in acquiring so just a sentiment of hie righta man may 
have loet something of the sense of his obligations. The 
heart is oppressed when one seea that in the progress of all 
things moral force has not been augmentdm 

Moreover, the evils from which the world then suffered, 
and of which it had reason to complain, were all physical, 
all material The righta of person and of property, mate- 
rial liberties, were all expased, injured, and trampled upon 
more than they are &day in certain countries, I willingly 
admit. But the soul, the conscience, the heart, were 

1 Mchdet, H h r y  fl l c b ,  VoL II, p (81 
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sound, pure, unassailable, and free from that frightful 
interior corruption which preys upon them in our own day. 
Each one knew what he waa to believe, what he could 
know, and what he ought to think of all those problems 
of life and of human destiny which today are eo many 
e o u m  of torment to the souls that have been paganized 
anew. Misfortune, poverty, and oppression, which are 
as far from being extirpated today as they were at that 
time, were not looked upon by mankind then as being a 
horrible fatality of which he was the innocent victim. 
He suffered from them, but he understood them ; he might 
be overwhelmed, he could not be driven to despair by 
them ; for heaven was still lefb him, and none of the patha 
had as yet been intercepted which conducted him fwm 
the prison of the body to the home of the soul. mere 
was an immense moral healthfulness, which neutralized 
all the maladies of the social body, which opposed to 
them an all-powerful antidote, a real, a universal, and 
perpeLual ooneolation, in the Faith. This Faith, which 
had penetrated the world, which reclaimed all men with- 
out exception, and wliicll had permeated all the pores of 
eociety Like a beneficent sap, offered for every infirmity a 
remedy which was sure and simple, the same for all, 
within the reach of all, and understood and acwpted by 
all. 

To-day the evil still exists ; it is not only present, but 
is known, studied, analyzed with extreme care, eo that 
a perfect dissection, an exact autopsy, might be made. 
But, before this great body becomes a corpse, where are 
the remedies 1 Ita new doctors have spent four centuriee 
in deeiccating it, in forcing from it that divine and d u b  ry 
sap whioh supplied ita life. What ie to be substituted? 

I t  ia time now to review and peas judgment upon the 
course which humanity has been forced to take, and the 
path by which i t  has been led. The Christian nations 

Private Use Only



I20 LIRE OF ST. ELIZABETH 

have permitted their mother to be dethroned. Thoee 
tender and powerful ha& whioh held a sword, ever ready 
to avenge their wrongs, and a balm to heal all their 
wounds, they have eeen loaded with chains; her crown 
of flowers has been torn from her brow and steeped in the 
acid of rwoning, till every leaf has fallen from it, haa 
withered and bee11 lost. Philoeophy, despotism, and an- 
archy have led her captive before men, and have loaded her 
with inaulta and ignominy. They have placed her in a 
dungeon which they call her tomb, and at the door of 
which all three etand guard. 

And yet she hae left in the world a void which nothing 
can fill. I t  is not those aoule alone who have remained 
faithful to her that mourn her sorrows, but all who, 
having remained undefiled, yearn h breathe another at- 
moephere than that which baa been rendered mortal by 
her abaence; all who have not lost the sentiment of their 
dignity and of their immortal origin, and who long to be 
reshred to i t ;  and those sad aoule especially who seek 
everywhere in vain a remedy for their s o m m ,  an expla- 
nation of their wea~inese and oppression, who find every- 
where only the empty and blood9tained p h  of the 
ancient Faith, who will not and cannot be consoled, quia 
w n  a n t  I 

And yet, I h l y  believe the day will come when 
humanity will demand its release from the dreary waste 
in which it has been enthralled ; i t  wi l l  ask to hear again 
the songs of ita infancy; it will long to breathe again the 
perfumes of ita youth, to present its thiraty lip at the 
breaet of ita mother, that i t  may taste again before death 
that milk, so sweet and pure, which nourished ite infancy. 
And the prison doom of that mother will be broken by 
the ehock of so many suffering a d ;  ehe will come forth 
more beautiful, more powerful, more merciful than ever. 
I t  will no longer be the nave and f m h  beauty of her 
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young years, after the painful labors of the firat centuries ; 
but rather the grave and saintly beauty of a courageou~ 
woman, who has read again the hiatory of the martyrs 
and oonfeseors, and haa added thereto her own page. In 
her eyea will be diecemed the h o e  of teare, on her brow. 
the furrows wrought by her sufferings; but because of 
these she wi l l  appear only the more worthy of the homage 
and veneration of those who, like her, have suffered. 

She will resume her glorious areer, a new aareer, the 
come of whioh ie known only to Glad. But whilst abid- 
ing the time when the world shall again demand that she 
preside over its destinies, her faithful children know that 
they may at all timea receive infinite help and consolation 
from her. Moreover, being the children of light, they will 
not be troubled by what the 'unbelieving world c a b  her 
deaden-; in the midst of the darkness which it has 
thrown around them, they will not allow themselves either 
to be dazeled, or led aatray by any of the deceptive 
meteora of the stormy night. Calm and confident, they 
will keep their eyea k e d  with an unshaken hope upon 
that eternal orient whioh never oeaeea to shine for them, 
and in which the generatiom mated in the W o w  of 
death will also some day discover the one sacred sun 
ready to inundate with its victorioue light the ingratitude 
of men. 

However, I have no ambition to solve what is called the 
problem of the age, to give the key to all the contradictions 
of the minds of our daya Thew great thoughta are far 
from my feeble heart. I even dare to think that all the 
projeota which they have advan& are smitten with a 
radical sterility. All the moet comprehensive and the 
moat progmaive systems that human wisdom haa brouiht 
to light, and which' i t  haa endeavored to substitute for 
religion, have never been able to interest any save the 
learned, the ambitious, or a t  most the happy ones of the 
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world. But the great majority of the human raw will 
never be counted in any of these categories The p t  
majority of mankind are suffering, adering from moral 
afflictioxu aa much as from physical ilk The fist bread 
of man ia eorrow, and his first need is to be consoled. 
Which, let me ask, of tl1ese systems hae ever ctoneoled 
an afflicted heart or filled the void of a desolate eoul l 
Which of these learned men lraa ever taught his followere 
to wipe away a single tear 1 Christianity alone, since the 
foundation of the world, haa promised to console man in 
the inevitable ~ i c t i o n a  of life by purifying the inclina- 
tions of hie heart, and alone has kept ite promise. Before 
thinking, then, of replacing it, we ought first to be able to 
banish eorrow from the earth. 

Such are the thoughts with which I have been inspired 
in writing the life of Elhbeth  of Hungary, who loved 
much and suffered muoh, but whose religion purified all 
her afflictions and consoled all her sufferings. I offer to 
my brothers in the Faith this book, foreign to the spirit of 
the times in which we live, as much by ite subject as by ite 
form. But simplicity, humility, and charity, the wonders 
of wliich I have here endeavored to recount, are, like the 
sod Who inspires them, above time and place. May this 
work only bear to eome simple or sad souls a reflection of 
the sweet emotiom that I have experienced in writing it ; 
may it ascend towards the eternal throne aa a humble and 
timid spark of that ancient Catholio flame which is not 
dead in all heark 

1 It occurred on the rame day, rk centurfer ago, in 1288. 
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Rerpondelu Jertu dixlt; Conflteor tibi, Patcr Domlnc coeU et 
terrae, qula nh8condlatl liaec a rapiontibun et prudentibur, et rer l lut f  
ea purult. - 8. Mnn. XI, 26. 
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THURINGIA UNDER THE REIGN OF DUKE HERLUNN; 
HUNGARY UNDER THAT OF KING ANDREW; BIRTH 
OF DUB1 ST. ELIWETH, AND HER ~ Y O V A L  TO 

EISENACH 

ELirrbeth WM the daughter of a noble klng and WM of noble lineage : 
but rhe n u  yet more noble because of her faith and her religion, and 
her moat noble lineage rhe ennobled by her life, illwtrated by her 
d r a l e r ,  and embelbhed by her grure and ranctlty. 

JEAN L a d v ~ ~ ,  Ann. of Hainauk, I ,  XLVI. 

h o ~ a  the princse who reigned in Germany at the com- 
mencement of the thirteenth century, there was none more 
powerful or more renowned than Hermann, Landgrave' of 
Thuringia and Hesee, Count Palatine of Saxony. The 
ourage and the talents which he had received with his 
inheritance from his illustrioue father, Louis the Mailed, 
one of the most remarkable prinoee of the Middle Agea ; 
the special protection of Innocrent I11 ; hi8 close relation- 

1 I bare felt that it  nu but proper that I rhould prererre the naIve 
title that waa made we  of by all the ancient German writen, in rpeak- 
fng of our Saint, from Tader and Suro down to P: W n  of Koobem, - 
die lie& E. Elkbath. 

The title of l m ~ f  baa no e u o t  equivalent In French, wped.lly 
In the ferninhe; but M the rank and authority of the prince8 who bore 
it WM rimilu in all rwpectr to thore of dukea, I hare b n e l l y  trrmr- 
lated the termr landgmf and hndgrclqpn by thore of duke and ducheu, 
which are found, moreorer, uaed in thir rcnre by rome of the German 
anthon of WJ period. See the h. of Heidelberg. 
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ship with Lllo E71peror Frederick Barbarwee, whose 
nephew he was, with King Ottcloar of Bohemia, end with 
the houses of Saxony, Bavaria, and Austria ; the position 
of hie vast S t a b  in the centre of Germany, which ex- 
tended from the Lahn to the Elbe, all assigned him an 
important political r8la Although he was not one of the 
seven Electora of the Holy Roman Empire, it was his in- 
fluence, nevertheless, that determined their choice, and his 
alliance was regarded as decisive for the s u m  of the 
different claimanb of the imperial cmwn. He was in this 
way, more than once, the arbitrator of the deetiniee of the 
Empire. * When a king is found to be too short or too 
long," says a oontemporay poem, "or who does little for 
the welfare of the country and of all the world, the sover- 
eign of Thuringia takes from him his crown and givea it 
to whom he will." I t  was chiefly to him that the oele- 
brafed Emperor M e r i c k  I1 owed his election in 1211. 

It wae not alone hie power which drew to him the 
respect of Germany; he m a  distinguished likewise by 
his boundless generosity, hie learning, and hie piety. R e  
never retired to rest without having lietened to, or read 
himself, eomo selection h m  the Holy Scripturea Dur- 
iug hie youth he had studied at Paria, which waa then 
the chief sanctuary of both sacred and profane learning. 
He had acquired there an intense love of poetry ; and dur- 
ing hie entire reign he exerted himself to hove the heroic 
poem8 of the ancient Germans collected with care, and 
for thia purpose maintained a number of writers, who 
were occupied in tranecribing the vensss of the old mae- 
tern Living at the period in which Catholic and chival- 
ric poetry shed ita greatest splendor over Germany, he 
appreciated fully ite immortal beauty. If he could not, 
like the Emperor Henry VI and a host of princes and 
nobles of his time, take his place among the love4ingera 
(Minneeaenger), and like them hear hie veraes repeated 
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in the d e  and the ootttage, at leeet none of them snr- 
paeeed him in admiration of the gay mdmx, or in hie 
munificence and affection towards the poets ; they formed 
his habitual society and were the objeot of his most 
earnest eolicituda His court was a sort of home for 
them all, and during the whole of hie tempestuoue life 
he never lost this predileotion of his early years. They 
emulated each other in extolling his glory and his amom- 
pliahments, for his name ia found in the Titurd, the P a r  
sifal, and all the most popular monuments of the national 
poetry; and Walther von der Vogelweide, the greatest 
poet of that period said of him: " The other princes am 
very merciful, but there ie none eo generoue as he; he 
waa eo in times peat, and he is eo still. . . . No one &era 
from hie caprices, . . . The flower of Thuringia is brilliant 
even amid the anow ; the summer and minter of its glory 
are sweet, and beautiful, like ita springtime!' 

I t  happened in the year 1206 that the Duke Hermann, 
hding himaelf in his castle of Wartburg, above the city 
of Eisenach, gathered together at his court six of the moat 
renowned poets of Germany. ' They were Henry Schreiber, 
Walther von der Vogelweide, Wolfram of Eschenbmh, 
Reinhart of Zweteen, all four of whom were knights of 
ancient lineage; Bitteroeff, an offiwr of hie house, and 
Henry of Ofterdingen, a simple dtieen of a pious family 
of Eii3enach.l 
h intenee rivalry soon qmng up between the five 

poets of noble birth and the poor Henry, who was at least 
their equal in point of talent and popularity. Tradition 
~OOUBBB them even of having wiehed to attempt his life, 
and records that one day when they all fell upon him, he 

1 An attempt h a  reuently been made by bL de 8 p . u ~  to claim for 
A w t h  the birth and the glory of thir celebmted poet, and to attribute 
to him tbe publication of the poem of the Niebelungen. Bee Heinrich 
won O f l m d i v  md dm Niebclungan Lied. Llnz., 1840. 
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escaped only by taking refuge near the Duchess Sophia 
(for the Duke himself was absent), and by concealing 
himself in the folds of her cloak. To decide their differ- 
e n w ,  they agreed to engage in a public and decisive con- 
test, in the presence of the Duke and hie court, and with 
the assistance of the executioner, rope in hand, who wae 
to hang forthwith him whose vemee should be pronounced 
inferior to thoee of his rivals ; thus demonstrating that in 
their eyee glory and life were ineeparabla The Duke 
gave his consent to thie agreement and presided at the 
solemn oonteet, which wee noieed abroad through all 
Germany, and at which a great number of the nobility 
and chivalry came to asaiet. They sang in turn, and iu 
the moat diverse methods, the praisea of their favorite 
princeas, the great mysteries of religion, the legitimate 
union of the soul with the body after the reeurwction, the 
inexhaustible mercy of God, the power of repentance, the 
dominion of the b a a ,  and especially the gloriea of Mary, 
the well-beloved of God, ninefold more beautiful than 
mercy, which itself is more beautiful than the sun. 
These songs, colleoted together by those who heard them, 
have been preserved to our own time, under the title of 
The War of Wartburg.' 

Their collection still forms at the present day one of 
the most important monuments of Gtennan literature, as a 
trerreury of the ancient and popular beliefs, and at the 
same time as an unexceptionable testimony of the impor- 
tant r6le that poetry played in the society, the larnulg, 
and the faith of that period. It waa impossible to decide 
upon the merita of the rival minstrels, and it was agreed 
that Henry of Ofterdingen should go to Transylvania in 
quest of the celebrated maater Klingaohr, who was so ex- 
pert in the seven liberal arts, and especially in astronomy 
and necromancy, that the spirits, so it was said, were 

1 lkr,SingerMec qf Wartburg. Published in 1880 by M. Ettmfiller. 
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obliged to yield obedience to his knowledge, and the King 
of Hungary gave him a pension of three thousand m a m  
of silver as the price of his services. A year's time was 
granted Henry to accomplish the journey ; and on the 
appointed day he appeared at the gates of Eieenach with 
the greaO scholar. 

While all the German chi* were anxioudy watch- 
ing thia onteat, the memory of which was to be perpetu- 
ated to the moat dietant posterity, the h r d ,  ever eoliQtoue 
for the glory of Hie elect, had destined i t  in a special 
manner to throw a halo of poetry and of popular glory 
around the cradle of one of Hie most humble servants. 

Kliqpohr having arrived at Eisenach, and taken quar- 
ters at the inn of Henry Hellgref, to the right of the gate 
of Saint George, made his appearance the same evening in 
the garden of hie host, where there were present many of 
the noblemen of H e m  and Thuringie, who had come 
expressly to see him, as abo officers of the ourt of the 
Prince, and many citizens, who, awrding to the custom 
still prevalent in social &many, were there enjoying 
the evening convivially together. These good people Bur- 
rounded him, begging him to give them. any news he 
might have. Whereupon he arose and stood for a long 
time contemplating the stma Then he said to them : " I 
will tell you something new and joyful ae well, I eee a 
beautiful star which risea in Hungary, and which throws 
ita light from there to Marburg, and from Marburg over 
the whole world. Know that thie very night there ie born 
to the King of Hungary a daughter who shall be named 
Elizabeth, who shall be given in marriage to the eon of 
the Prince here ; who shall be a saint, and whose sanctity 
shall rejoice and console the whole Christian world."' 

1 It would undoubtedly be mperduoru for me to deckre here that I 
bow before the prohibition pronounced by the Church, notsbly In the 
sdmimble bull of Sixtuo V, Cadi d tewae m o b  h, againat erery- 

B 
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Hie Lietenem heard thm worda with great joy ; and the 
next day, early in the morning, the knighta went up to 
Wartburg to repeat them to the Landgrave, whom they 
met as he waa ping to Ma=. Not wiehing to detain him, 
they assisted thereat with him; but aa soon as it was 
finished, they recounted to him what had occurred the 
previous evening. The Price was surprised at hearing it, 
as were hie whole court ; and calling at once for hie homo, 
he went himself, with a numerous escort, to find Master 
Klingeohr, and bring him back with him to Wartburg. 
The greateat honora were shown him, especially by the 
priesta, who treated him as a bishop, say8 a contempo- 
ra ry. The Landgrave invited him to dine at hia own table ; 
and after the repast they talked a long time together. 
The Prince, whom paternal anxiety waa now awakened, 
inquired how the affair0 of Hungary were progressing, 
what the King waa engaged in, whether he was etill at 
peace with the Sdele ,  or whether war had recommenced. 
IUingeohr answered fully all hia inquiries ; after which he 
gave hie attention to the great trial which had brought 
him to Eisenach. He presided over the new contest which 
was entered into, and succeeded in appeasing the hostility 
of the rivala of Henry, his client, and in causing his merit 
to be publicly recognized. He then returned to Hungary 
as he had come ; that is to eay, according to the popular 
tradition, in a single night. 

Hungary waa at that time governed by Andrew 
IT, whoee reign was as pleaaing to God as to hie people. 
Illuetrioua for the warn he waged againat the infidel nations 
who eumunded the frontiem of his kingdom, he was yet 
more BO for his profound piety and for his generosity 
towards the Church and the poor. Some of the immense 

thing appertaining to ~ tro logy;  but I could not plum over in nilrnce an 
ancient t d t i o n ,  which hor been reproduced by all the writerr on thir 
subject. 
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gold mines, which e t a  enrich Hungary at the present day, 
were discovered during his reign, and hie faithful people 
did not fail to mo@e therein a recompense m r d e d  
by Qud to hie virtues His miners came one day to tell 
him that in digging in the aide of the mountain they had 
heard a voice calling out to them to take courage, for the 
rock there enoloeed an inexhaustible mass of gold which 
God intended King Bndrew should poeaesa as a reward for 
hie piety and charity. The King rejoiced greatly a t  the 
divine favor, and profited by hia new riches to found 
churches and convente, and to enlarge his charities 

Hie wife waa Gertrude of Merania, or of Bndechs, a 
daughter of the moat illustrious house, perhaps, of the 
Empire at that period. She was a direct descendant of 
Charlemagne, and poweased the moat beautiful provincee 
of Southern Germany. Cfertrude'e father, Berchtold 111, 
was the Duke of Meran and Carinthin, Margrave of Istria, 
and Sovereign of the T p L  Hie father, Berchtold 11, had 
refueed, in 1198, the imperial crown which the princes had 
unanimously offered him. One of her &ere, Hedwiges, 
afterwarde canonized, wae the Ducheae of Sileeia and 
Poland ; and another, Agnea, - celebrated for her beauty 
and her misfortunes, - waa the wife of Philip Aqpstue, 
King of Franca1 Gertrude was not inferior to her 
husband in piety. Historians extol her courage and 
intrepid spirit, The tenderest love united these two 
noble sonla 

In  the year 1207, on the day and at the hour an- 
nounced by Klingaohr at Eisenach, Queen Gertrude ' gave 
birth to a daughter, who at her baptism received the 

1 See the genedoglcd table of the mtenul family of Ebbeth in 
the Appendix. 

According to &man hlrtohr  Elinbeth WM born at Preaburg; 
but wording to the Hungarian her birth occurred at Suer-Pa*, in I 
the county of Zemplen. 
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name of ELIZILBETH? The mmoniee attending her bsp- 
tism were conducted upon a d e  of p a t  megnificence ; 
she was d e d  to the church under the most beautiful 
canopy that could be found in Buda, at that time one of 
the principal emporiums of oriental luxuries. 

From her birth this predestined child gave evidence of 
the sublime destiny which God had in store for her. 
Names consecrated by religion were the first words that 
arreated her attention, the first, too, which she tried to lisp 
as her tongue was loosened; and when she was able to 
speak, for a long time it wae only to recite her prayera. 
She listened with wonderful attention to the firat instruc- 
tions that were given her upon the Faith, although an 
interior light was undoubtedly revealing to her h d y  
these holy truths. When but three yeare of age, as the 
historians assure us, she showed her compassion for the 
poor and endeavored to relieve their misfortunes by her 
gifte. Thua the germ of her whole life might be dig- 
cerned in this her cradle-life, whose 6rat ad was an alms- 
deed, and whose first utterance was a prayer; and eo she 
seems to have been permitted by God to poasese even at 
that age those grsaes which she was destined later on to 
distribute so abundantly over the earth. Almoet from 
the day of her birth the wars in which Hungary had been 
engaged were brought to a close ; internal dissensions, too, 
were allayed. Thia tranquillity was soon developed in 
private as well as in public life; violations of the law of 
God, exceasee, and blasphemies became less frequent, and 
King Andrew saw fully realized all the desires which a 
Christian king could hava 

Simple and pious souls did not fail then to remark the 
coincidence of this peace and this sudden prosperity with 

1 In the Hungarian Em& or Emi;  according to the Hebrew 
etymology thin name dgniflea ficll oj; or ratiafed with, God. Thin in 
the renre adopted by Pope Gregory IX, in the Bull of Canonhation. 
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the birth of a child whom piety was eo precocious ; and 
when at a later day the promiseg of her early yeare were 
realized in eo wonderful a manner, the Hungarians loved 
to d that no royal child had ever brought more graces 
upon her country. 

In  the meantime the Duke Hermann neglected no meane 
of asoertaining whether the prediction of glingeohr had 
been acxsompliahed, whether a princeas had been born in 
Hungary upon the day which he had spified, And when 
he was apprieed not only of her birth, but also of the marke 
of devotion which ahe already manifested, and the happi- 
neas which she seemed to have brought from heaven to her 
country, he conceived an intense desire to see the complete 
hzlfilment of the prediction, and that hie young eon1 
should become the huaband of Elizabeth. Travellers who 
arrived from time to time from that country, which was 
hardly any more isolated then from the rest of Europe 
than it is at the present day, frequently brought him news 
concerning the daughter of King Andrew. One day 
especially, a monk who came from Hungary related to 
him how, after having been blind for four years, he had 
suddenly recovered hie sight by the mere touch of the 
young Princess. "All Hungary," mid he, "rejoices in this 
child, for she has brought peace with her 1 " 

Thie nras s d c i e n t  to decide .Hermann to send to the 
King of Hungary an embway, composed of lords and 
noble women, to ask the hand of Elizabeth in the name 
of his eon Louie, and to bring her back with them, if pop 
aible, to Thuringia. He chose for this mieeion Count 
binhard of Muhlberg, Qaultier of Varils, his cupbearer, 
and Madam Bertha, widow of Egilolf of Beindeliben, who 
was, according to the narrative of the chroniclers, known 
for her prudence and modesty, and besides beautiful, pious 
and honorable in all things. She had ae companions two 

1 Born In 1#)0. 
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noble and beautiful young ladiea and two squirea The 
ambaseadom had a retinue of at least thirty horsemen. 
All along their route they were received by the princea 
and prelatee whose territories they travereed, with the 
distinction due to their own rank and to that of their 
sovereign. Having arrived safely at Presburg, they were 
received with royal hospitality, and from the m m w  of 
their arrival a great number of masees were celebnrtd 

When they had explained to the King the object of 
their mhion, he called together a council to comider the 
request of the Duke of Thuringia Klinpohr earnestly 
supported it. In a h u r e e  which may serve descriptive 
of the state of Thuringia at that period, he dwelt at length 
upon the wealth and power of Hermann ; he enumerated 
the twelve counta who were his vrreeals, without counting 
the barona and knights; the strong fortresses which d e  
fended hie country; he described how fertile the coun- 
t y  had appeared to him, well cultivated, m u n d e d  with 
beautiful foresta, and mpplied with well+tocked fish 
ponds ; and how comfortable the people were, drinking 
freely of beer and eating good white bread. He then 
spoke in the highest terms of the personal character of the 
Duke, and added that his son appeared to him to poaeeaa 
all the qualities that could be expected from one of his 
age. Queen Gertrude declared herself likewise in favor 
of the Duke's request, and the King, yielding to her 
influence, consented to the eeparation from hie dearly 
loved daughter. But before permitting her to depart, 
he wished to celebrate a feast in her honor; and having 
gathered together all the knights and ladim of his court, 
he instituted the most brilliant festivities. Qameq danoee, 
music especially, and the songe of the minetrele continued 
for three days, at the end of which the Thuringian am- 
bassadore begged permission of the King to take their 
departurn The little Elizabeth, then but four years of 
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age+ waa brought, wrcrpped in a silken robe embroidered 
with gold and silver; she was laid in a cradle of mlid 
gold, and thus she was confided to the Thuringiane. The 
King eaid to the noble Varila, " I contide to your knightly 
honor my supreme consolation." The Queen, a h  in tars, 
recommextded her ohild to hie m; to which the knight 
replied, " I will most gladly keep her under my protection, 
and will alwaya be faithful to her!' He kept his word, aa 
we shall eee. Before departing from Preeburg the ambas- 
sadors received from the King and Queen preeenta of great 
value, both for themselves and for Duke Hermann, aa the 
dowry of the young Princaa Contemporary narratives 
enumerate these preeenta in detail, dedaring that nothing 
m precioua or eo beautiful had ever before been awn in 
Thuringia, from which it may be inferred that this 
marriage signalized the introduction into Germany of 
a new development of industry and of oriental luxury, 
which, at a period eo remote, m o t  be without i m p o ~  
tan08 in the history of German art and industry. The 
Queen added a thousand mama of silver, promising that 
if she lived she would double the sum from her private 
treasury. 

The ambassadors f u l l y  took their depart- When 
they came they brought two conveyances with them; on 
their return they took thirteen, so p a t  bad been the 
additions to their baggaga The King had confided to 
them thirteen noble young ladies of Hungary to mrve ae 
oompaniona to hie daughter, who were endowed and 
married in Thuringia by Duke Hermann. 

Their journey home was aocomplished without ao- 
cident. When Duke Hermann and the Duchese Sophia 
received the news of their approach and the success of 
their mission, they at once threw themselveg on their 
knees and .thanked Qod for having heard their prayers. 
Then they proceeded without delay from Wartburg to 
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Eisenaoh, to receive there their envoys whom Qod had 
a0 blessed. 

The joy at having obtained a young duchesa almost 
c a d  them to loae their heads, amrding to the account 
given by the official ohroniclera of the court. They con- 
ducted the e n t h  retinue to the inn of Hellgref, where 
Klingeohr had made hia prediction, and which was the 
beet of that time. There the Landgrave took the little 
Elizabeth in hie arms, and pressing her to hia heart thanked 
God again for having given her to him. Then he returned 
to Wartburg to prepare requisite accommodations; but 
the Duchesa Sophia spent the night with .the child 
The following morning she conducted her to the castle, 
where the Duke had aseembled his whole court, and 
whither he had invited the principal citizens of Eieenach 
and their wives, that they might see the child whom God 
and the King of Hungary had sent to him. The betrothal 
of the Princess, aged four yeare, with the young Duke Louis, 
who wae eleven, waa solemnly celebrated, and they were 
placed side by side in the same bed. Then, as at heburg,  
banquete, dances, and sumptuous feasta were given, at 
which poetry, the chief ornament of the Thuringian court, 
bore a conspicuoue part, with its usual Qclat. From that 
day Elizabeth waa never absent from him who, later on, 
was to become her husband, and whom from that time 
she called her brother. 

I t  waa a beautiful and salutary custom of Catholic ages 
and of Ci~tholic familiee to give a common education to 
thoee whom livea were to be spent together ; a beneficent 
inspiration, which aaaociated in the mind of man the pure 
name of eister with the sacred name of wife ; which pep 
mitted nothing in life to be lost; which utilized a l l  the 
freeh and fugitive emotions of frat8rnity to the profit of 
the serioue and long dutiea of the married state ; which 
seized at once upon that which ia most impetuous and 
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ardent in the human heart, that it might tmnquilliee 
and sanctify it; uniting thus in the ti- of a common 
love that which ia purest with h t  which hi most 
intimate in life, ita sweetest memoriea with ita holiest 
affections 
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CHAPTER 11 

HOW DUE ST. ELIZABETH HONOBED WD IN 
HEB CHILDHOOD 

Elegft eun Dew et prreelegir 
Orr. or HOLT Worn.  

V mr rroit d'ssge dmit 
&inb Yaabkur: I. Dieu dm& 
La Bile le mi de Hongrie 
Qlunt a bien f.Lre comma- 

BUTIBIUT, MU. BibL my. 7688. 

F a o ~  the very bosom of the family whence Providence 
had thus taken away the little Elizabeth, two causes 
a m e  to contribute in good time to the development in 
her soul of the precioue dispositions which had been 
recognized in her from her birth. She had in the first 
place an illutrious example of the union of all the 
Christian virtuea with sovereign majesty in her maternal 
aunt, Hedwigea, Ducheae of Poland, who was destined to 
merit later on the homage of the faithful, and whose 
austere and fervent piety was even then a source of glory 
for her family, and a subject of edification which Eliza- 
beth was able to comprehend and to imitata 

But besides the influence of thin example, God per- 
mitted an unforeseen misfortune to come, to throw a 
ahadow of sorrow over the first days of her life, and 
cause her to oomprehend the ihstability of human p e  
nesa Two yeare after she had been taken from Hungary 
to Thuringia, her mother, the Queen Gertrude, died a most 
cruel death, aasaseinated in the flower of her age by the 
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mbjecta of her husband, The awe of her death is dB-- 
ently recounted. Booording to eome she was slain by 
the Ban of Croatia and Dalmatia, who wished thue to 
avenge the honor of hie wife, outraged by the Patriarch 
Berohtold, brother of the Quean. But according to a 
much more authentic account, she was the victim of a 
conspiracy againat the life of her husband, and in order 
to give him time to escape, she threw hereelf in the 
way to receive the attack of the conspimbrs? This ead 
news soon reached the ears of Ehbe th ,  and all the h b  
toriane agree in regarding the impression produoed upon 
her thereby as one of the principal sources of the grave 
thoughts and profound piety which appeared in all the 
actions of the child. 

Immediately upon her arrival, the Landgrave eel& 
seven young miem, from the most distinguished familiea 
of hie court, of about the same age as hie future daughte~ 
in-law, among whom was his own daughter Agnes, to 
have them educated with her. One of them, Guta, who 
waa but five years of age, a year older than Elizabeth, 
remained in her service until shortly before her death; 
and when Qod had called her to Him, and the fame of 
her sanctity had attracted the attention of the eccl& 
tical authorities, this same Guta, publidy questioned, re- 
countad her recollections of her childhood. I t  ia to thia 
deposition, carefully preserved and transmitted to the 
Holy See, that we owe our knowledge of the details that 
I shall give of the ompetion of the early yem of our 
lzlhbeth. 

Even at this very tender age, all her thoughta and 
all her emotions seemed to be concentrated in the desire 
to serve Qod and merit heaven. AB often aa she could, 
ehe went into the chapel of the castle, and there, throw- 

1 Thh lut  mount  L that dren by contemporary writen, aabbly 
Cauripr of Hebterbrch. 
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ing herself at the foot of the alter, she had a large 
psalter opened before her, although she waa not yet able 
to read, and then, clasping her little hands and raising 
her eyes to heaven, she gave hermlf up, with precocious 
recollection, to meditation and prayer. 

In playing with her companions, as for in~tance in 
jumping on one foot, she would manage it so that all 
should be obliged to turn towards the chapel ; and when 
she found it olosed, she would kiss with fervor the lock, 
the door, and the exterior walls, through love for the 
hidden God who dwelt there. In all her games it was 
the thought of God that ruled her; she waa anxious to 
win for Him, for she gave all that she won to poor Little 
girls, imposing upon them the duty of reciting a certain 
number of Patem and A w  She sought oonstantly at 
such times to draw near to God; and when any obstacle 
had prevented her from saying as many prayers and malt- 
ing aa many genufleetione aa she wished, she would say to 
her little oompenione, "Let ue lie down on the ground, 
to see which of ue is the talleat" Then placing herself 
eucceasively by the side of each of the little girls, on the 
ground, she availed herself of this opportunity to humble 
herself before God and to recite an Awe. When she 
became a wife and mother, she was fond of recounting 
these innocent ruses of her childhood. 

Oftentimes also she led her friends to the cemetery, and 
said to them, "Remember that we too shall one day be 
but dust." Then, when they had remhed the charnel- 
house, she would say, " Hem lie the bones of the dead; 
these people were once living like us, and are now dead 
as we shall be; that is why we must love God. Let us 
h e e l  down, and say together : Lord, by Thy cruel death, 
and by Thy dear mother May, deliver thew poor mula 
from their sufferings; Lord, by Thy five sacred wounds 
save ua." Bnd this, says a writer, waa her chief delight 
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and enjoyment. Theee ohildren mited the prayer with 
her, and won, dacded by the m d e n c y  which slie held 
over them, they told how the ohild Jesue often came to 
meet her, d u t d  her tenderly, and played with her. But 
she strictly forbade them to speak of such thinga 

Away from her reoreetione, she sought to learn ae many 
prayere aa ehe could. All who were willing to talk with 
her of Qod and of Hie holy law became dear to her by 
that dona She had undertaken to aay a certain number 
of prayere every day; and when she had been prevented 
from fulfill;nr, thia voluntary task before night, and her 
atte.ndanta obliged her to retire, she did not fail to m m -  
pliah it while they thought her asleep, remembering her 
Lord, like David, in her bed. She realized elready the 
importance of that modesty which ia preaoribed for Chrh 
tian virgins, and always arranged her veil in such a man- 
ner as to expose to view aa little aa p i b l e  of her ohildish 
feahrrea 

That boundleas oharity which afterwards b e  a part 
of her very life already i n h e d  her predestined soul. 
She dhtributed to the poor all the money that she re- 
ceived from her adopted pents, or which she wuld ob- 
tain from them under any pretext whatever. She made 
frequent visita to the larder and kitchen of the castle to 
gather up any remnanta that she .might flnd, and t h w  
she carried away mefully and gave to the poor - a prao- 
tice which met her the diepleasure of the stewards of the 
d u d  honaeho1d.l 
de she advanced in years, growing in virtue and piety, 

the more ehe lived within hereelf, reoollected in the pree- 
a c e  of her God, whoae bountiful graces adorned her soul. 

I t  waa the oustom in those days for princesses and 
1 The m m d p t a  of Heidelberg relate at thir period of her We 

the m b l e  of the ram, which more tnutworthy authoritier 1 4  UI 
to ascribe ta a period later by mverrl y e a  See Chapter VIU 
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daughtem of noble birth to chooee by lot a special patron 
among the Holy Apostlea Elizabeth, who had elready 
chosen the B l d  Virgin as her protecfmw and supreme 
advocate, had a veneration also, and, as a manueoript talla 
ua, a special regard for St. John the Evangelist, because 
of the original purity which dietinguished that Apostle. 
She therefore earnestly beeought our Lord to grant that 
her choice might fall upon St. John, and then with hu- 
mility she joined her companions aa they proceeded to 
the election. 

For this purpose twelve andlea were used, upon each of 
which the name of one of the Apostles was written,and al l  
were placed indiscriminately upon the altar, to which each 
of the postulante advanoed and made a chance eelection. 

The candle which bore the name of St. John fell at 
once to the lot of Elizabeth ; but not being satisfied with 
thia firat accomplishment of her wishas, she repeated the 
h t  twice, and eaah time with the same result. Seeing 
herself thus committed, aa i t  were, to the aare of her 
dearly loved Apostle by a special manifestation of divine 
Providence, she felt her devotion increase towards him, 
and throughout her whole life she cherished i t  faithfully; 
she never refueed anything which was asked of her in the 
name of St. John, whether it waa to pardon an injury or 
to confer a benefit. 

Plaoed under this sacred patronage, the pious ohild saw 
therein a new motive to render herself worthy of heaven, 
and to redouble, mrdingly ,  her Christian practioee and 
her voluntary privationa She never failed to sanctify 
the h e  of the Lord by a prudent reserve in her s*ch. - -. 
Sundays and holy days she put aside some of her orna- 
menta, preferring to honor GFod by humility of spirit 
rather than by the beauty of her dresa Guta tells us 
that on these occasion8 she wore neither glovee nor b e  
ruffles, exoept it were after Mace. 
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Every day she sought eome means of mortifying her 
will in little things, in order to prepare herself for greater 
sacrifices, When in her games she was victorious, and 
her suc.loeee made her very happy, she would suddenly 
stop, saying) " Now while I am having such good luck I 
will stop for the love of Qod." She was fond of dancing 
- a universal custom in the country in which she was 
brought up; but when she had danced one round, she 
would say, " One round is enough for the world. I mill 
deprive myself of the others in honor of Jeaua Christ" 

However, the young Louis, her betrothed, was always 
near her, and Elizabeth found pleasure in being near him. 
She called him my &ar brotlrsr, and he called her my 
lowd ons, and my duar sister. 

Such war, the early childhood of this young girL God 
had in store for her a destiny pure and pleasing in His 
sight ; but He had counted her day4 and erelong He 
would call her to take her place in heaven. In the mean- 
time He would pour forth upon her the treasures of His 
special graces. Her life was to be too brief to permit of 
those great interior revolutions which have marked the 
life and the conversion of some of the most illustrious 
eainta 

No interior struggle came to dim the heavenly light 
which guided her from the o d e  to the tomb. All 
eeemed but a natural and harmonious sequence in her 
saintly career. 

She is not the only one of Qod's servants who thus 
early in life have borne testimony to His mercy and 
power ; and certainly for Christian eyes there is no sweeter 
viaion than the dawn of these great lighta whose destiny 
it ia to illumine heaven and earth. 
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HOW DEAR ST. ELIZABETH HAD TO 8-B POB OD 
BEFORE HER MABUQE 

Eunter ibant et flcbmt, mittenter mmlna rru. Venienta autem 
renieut cum exultatione portenter mmlpdor rmr. 

PBAU CXXV,  47. 

ELIWBETE had scarcely attained her ninth year when 
she witnessed the death of the father of her betrothed, 
the Landgrave Hermann (1216) He had wen one night 
in a dream the bodiea of the executed criminale, exposed 
in the p h  of execution outside the gate of Eisemch, 
suddenly transformed into white-robed virgina Theee 
virgins were approaching hie bed, having at their head 
Our Lady and St, Catherine, to whom he was especially 
devoted, and thus they addressed him : "You must build 
for us a house here on this site, and place therein v i q h  
who shall be devoted to ua ; and then, in a little while, 
you shall be united with ue." 

The Duke executed their command faithfully. He 
founded, on the spot indicated, a convent for women 
under the invocation of St. Catherine, installed there as 
first abbess a young widow, Imagina, Duchess of Brabant, 
and deeignated thia sanctuary as the place of hie own 
sepulture and that of his descendankl After whioh he 
died, and was buried as he had directed. 

1. Changed into a theatre by the duke John Oeorge IL Today the 
rite L occupied by an inn known M Zum Stem. 
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The ycung Lo& was soam sixteen yeam of age' whm, 
being the eldest eon, he inherited his father's estate. His 
two younger brothere, Henry Raspe and Conradl each 
received an appanage and the government of a part of the 
States of the Landgrave, amording to the cuetom of the 
house of Thuringia 

The death of Hermann waa a misfortune for Elizabeth. 
That illustrious and pious prince had always loved her 
tenderly because of her prewious piety ; he had always 
treated her as hie own daughter, and no oue during hie 
life had dared to place any obstacles in the way of the 
religious practices of the young princeea But after his 
death it was no longer the same. Although Louis, whom 
she rejprded as her betrothed and her lord, had beoome the 
sovereign of the country, her youth still made her to eome 
extent dependent upon his mother, the Duchese Sophia, 
daughter of the debrated Otto of Wittelsbaoh, Duke 
of Bavaria This princeas regarded Elhbeth's extreme 
devotion with disapproval, and often made her feel her 
d i s p l m r a  The young Agnee, sister of Louie, who waa 
brought up with her future eieter-in-law, and whose re 
markable beauty had rendered her more amenable to the 
seductive vanities of the world, constantly and bitterly 
reproached her for her meek and retiring manna. She 
told her bluntly that she was fit only to W m e  a ohamber- 
maid or servant. 

The other young ladim of noble family, the companions 
of the two princeeeesl seeing that Elizabeth each day took 
less part in %heir games, their dances, and their gay and 
frivolous life, repeated what they heard Agnea say, and 
openly mocked her. Furthermore, the most Muential 
officere of the ducal court, disregarding her royal birth, 
her eex, and her edmme youth, unblushingly puraued her 
with their darision and their open marks of d i e m  

1 He nu born October 88,1800. 
10 
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They all agreed that there was nothing in her that re- 
mmbled a p r i n t ~ ~ .  

In fa&, Elizabeth manifeated a sort of aversion for the 
miety  of the young counteases and daughters of noble 
parentage who were given her as companione; she waa 
much more inclined to mingle with the children of eome 
of the humble citieene of Eieewh, and even with thoee 
attached to her service. She loved especially to surround 
herself with the children of poor women, to whom she 
dietributed her alma The injuries which were heaped 
upon her only served to render thb companionship sweeter 
and dearer to her. Moreover, she cherial~ed in her heart 
no sentiment of pride, of wounded self-lovq or even of 
impatience. This first trial of the injustice of men and 
of the miaeries of the world became as a new link between 
her God and herself; she .drew therefrom new strength 
to serve and to love Him. Be a lily among thorns, says 
one of her histmiam, the innocent Elizabeth flouri~hed 
and bloomed amidst bitterness, and spread about her the 
sweet and fragrant perfume of patience and humility. 

About this time she gave an example of her humility, 
which all the narrators of her time have carefully reczorded. 
It was the Feaet of the Assumption, a day of great indul- 
gences in the church- comecrated to the Blssaed Virgin, 
on which offeringa were made to her of the h i t s  and 
grains of the year. 

The Duchess Sophia said to Agnes and Elizsbeth, 
" Let us go down to the town, to Eieenach ; let us vieit the 
Church of Our Dear Lady, and hear the beautiful Mae8 of 
the Teutonic Knighta who honor her in a special manner. 
Perhapa we may hear a sermon upon her. Put on your 
fineat garment. and your golden crowna" 

The two young princeeaes, having dressed themeelvea as 
they were directed to do, went down to the city with her, 
and having entered the church knelt upon a ptic-Dicu in 
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front of a large crucifh At the eight of this image of 
the dying Saviour, Elizabeth removed her crown, and 
placing it upon her stool, prostrated herself on the floor 
with no other head ornament than her hair. m e  Duchese, 
seeing her in this position, said to her abruptly : " What 
are you doing, Mias Elizabeth ? What new exhibition is 
thie ? Do you want to make every one laugh at you ? 
Young ladies should hold themselves erect and not get 
down on to the floor like foole, ' or like old nune who throw 
themeelvea down after the fashion of tired jades. Can 
you not do as we do, instead of acting like an ill-bred 
child? Is your crown too heavy ? What is the use of 
doubling y o m l f  up like a clown ? "  

Elizabeth a m  and meekly answered her mother-in- 
law : "Dear lady, be not annoyed with me. Behold before 
my eyes my God and my King, the sweet and merciful 
Jesus, Who is crowned with sharp thorns, whilst I, who 
am but a vile mature, would remain before Him crowned 
with pearls, with gold, and precious stones l My crown 
would be a mockery of Hian And she immediately 
burat into a flood of tears, for the love of Oh& had now 
wounded her tender heart. She knelt again upon her 
stool as before, allowed Sophia and Agnes to talk as much 
as they pleased, and continued to pray with suoh fervor, 
that having held a fold of her cloak before her eyes, she 
saturated it with her teaxa. 

The two princesses, in order to avoid a pinful contraat 
in the eyes of the people, felt themselves compelled to do 
as she did, and to hold their cloak over their eyes - 
which it would have been quite as agreeable for them not 
to have done, ad& the chronicler. 

Such trait. could only help to embitter the hatred 
which she had already inspired in worldly soula This 
hatred seemed to become more and more intensified as 
she grew in years; and when at length she had reached 
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the marriageable age, it developed into a general outburet, 
as it were, of persecutions and injuries from the whole 
court of Thuringia The family of the Landgrave, as well 
ae his couneellors and principal vaeeale, all declared 
against her. 

They loudly declared that she ought to be sent back to 
heir father, and the promise given revoked; that such a 
b6guine 1 wae not made for their prince ; that he ought to 
have a wife well connected, rich, and of truly royal man- 
ners ; that he would do better to marry the daughter of a 
neighboring prince, who h case of need could render him 
assistance, whereae Elizabeth's father was too far away 
for that, and for the same r e w n  would be unable to 
revenge the injury done hie daughter, even were he so 
inclined ; moreover, that he seemed to have forgotten her, 
and had failed to send her the additional dowry which her 
mother had promised. The intimate companiona of the 
young Duke availed themselves of every poasible occasion 
to inducle him to give up Elizabeth, and to send her back 
to Hungary, because she was too timid and reserved. 
The Duchess mother exerted every effort to compel her 
to take the veil in some convent of women. Ape8 ek 
pecially pursued her with contempt and with injuries; 
she constantly repeated to her that she had miesed her 
vocation in not becoming a servant. "Mbs Elizabeth," 
said she to her one day, if you imagine that the Prince, 

1 In the drat haU of the thirteenth century, precbly at  the time of 
Elizabeth, them appeared in moat of the dtier of h c e  and &many 
an urociation of rirginr or of widowr under the name of biguinu, who 
took the vow8 of religion and b o n d  themrelver to d l  the prrcticw of 
monartic life, except the clohter. They remained in their familler, or 
in q u u t e n  erpeddly net apart for them under the name of b 4 u i n q a ,  
dmilar to thole which u e  rtill to be wen at Ohent and at  Bmga 
They noon took St. Elhbe th  M their patronerr, and thum trmdormed, 
for the humble prinoerr, into a tftle of glory a name whlch her enemte8 
had applied to her M an inrult. 
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my brother, hi going to marry you, you are greatly mis- 
taken, nnleaa you change very much from what you are." 

Such remarlus as thia she wes compelled to hear every 
day. She felt the bitterneee of her position deeply; she 
aaw herself e&y out of her childhood and already 
without eupport, without friends, without human coneo- 
lation, exiled es it were from her native land, deprived of 
paternal protection, in the midat of a atrange court, and 
exposed without defence to the insolence and persecution 
of the enemiea of God, and her own. And she r-ieed 
all the more that her life could be but a pilgrimage in 
this inconstant world. She had recourse to her God; 
to Him ehe confided in silence her grief, opening her whole 
heart to Him. She etrove to submit her own will to that 
of her heevenly Father, and ehe beeought Him to aooom- 
plish in her that most sweet will by whatever trials He 
might be pleased to send her. Then, having found peace 
and mignation at the foot of the Cro88, she would rejoin 
her maida and the poor girls whom she had choeen as her 
companione, and would redouble her carernee toward 
them, which, on the other hand, only caused the two 
princeseea and the courtiers to redouble their invectives 
and their ridicule. 

At thia point one of her biographers interrupts hie 
narrative to address to the Saint . t b  prayer: 

0 moat dear St. Elieabethl I honor thy virtuow, 
youth, and I grieve with thee over thy humiliatione and 
persecutions. Why did not I aanctilg my early years, as 
thou didet I Why have I not suffered as patiently as thou 
west wont to do all my contradictions l I beeeech thee, 
by thy blessed childhood, to obliterate the aim of my 
youth, and by thy heroic patience to obtain for me pardon 
for my impatience and for all my faulta" 
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GOD in Hie justica had received the prayere and the 
tears of Hie child Elieabeth, and did not fail to reward her 
resignation and patience. Alone, in the midst of all his 
court, the young Duke Louie had not allowed himeelf to 
be turned agaiust her; and disappointing the hope and 
expectation of all, he remained faithful to her whom, 
from his infancy, he had regarded as hie betrothed. Hie 
love for her each day grew stronger; and although, out 
of regard probably for hie mother, he did not deem it 
prudent to manifest it publicly, this pure and holy affeo- 
tion nevertheless was taking deep root in hia heart. He 
was as deaf to the sarcasm and the exhortations of hie 
mother as he waa to the advice of false friends, or to the 
voice of passion. He regarded with joy and admiration 
that which drew upon Elizabeth the injuries of the world, 
her extreme modesty, the absence of all diaplay in her 
dress, her piety and charity; he thought within himself 
that he would be happy to learn these virtues from her. 
Her chaplain Berthold, who wrote her life, did not doubt 
that God had turned hie heart towards the royal exila 
For it ~ a e  not only aa hip wife, and with a human and 
conjugal love, that he cherished her, but as hie siater in 
Jesus Chriat, and with an affection which seemed to have 
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hen  poured into his heart by the hand of 'the Moat 
High. The more the wicked beset him with evil 
counsels, the more he felt his soul penetrated with 
fidelity and tenderne88 for this innocent stranger; the 
more he a w  her hated by others, because of her virtue 
and piety, the more he felt the need of loving and pro- 
tecting her. 
Ere long he began to avail himself of every poeaible 

omasion, when he could do so without giving offence to hie 
mother, to go and coneole her secretly in her momenta of 
sadnew. And thus alone, with no other witneea than Qod, 
Who had already blessed this holy union, they talked of 
their secret and mutual love, and the Prince sought, by his 
tender and comforting words, to heal the wounde that othera 
had inflicted upon this young SOUL In these sweet rela- 
tions she found an inexpressible consolation. Whenever 
he went on a journey any considerable dietance from home, 
and passed through mercantile aitiee, he would purchase 
some object that seemed to him rare or precious, to 
present it to his betrothed. He never returned empty 
handed ; it was a chaplet of coral, a little crucifix, or a 
devotional image ; or perhapa a knife, a purse, gloves, or 
some pretty breast ornament, ae a gold chain or pin; 
something, in fact, which she did not already poseegs. 
On his return she would run out joyfully to greet him; 
and he, clasping her in his arms, and careesing her ten- 
derly, would present whatever he had brought home, ae a 
pledge of hie love and a proof that he had thought of her 
while away. Once, however, when the Duke was accom- 
panied on his journey by several strangera, who were 
constantly with him till he reached home, he forgot to 
bring to Elizabeth his llsual present. The Princess, ren- 
dered diatrudful by persecution and injustice, felt keenly 
thie neglect, which her enemiea observed with delight, 
fithirig themaelves that it was an evidenw of a ahange 
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in the feelings of Louia. Meeting the noble Gadtier of 
Varila, grand cupbearer, who had brought her from Hun- 
gay, to whom the King, her father, had especially con- 
fided her, and who had always oppoeed to the utmost of 
his ability the intrigues of the other courtiers, she could 
not refrain from revealing her anxiety to her old friend. 
The good knight showed that he was touched by her 
affliction, and promised to speak of the matter to her lord. 
He soon had an opportunity of doing 80, the Duke having 
taken him to a hunting party in the vicinity of Wartburg. 
As they were resting together, stretched upon the grase in 
a certain forest from which they could eee before them 
Inselburg, the highest mouhtain of Thuringia, hul t ier  
said to the Duke, " Will it please you, my lord, to answer 
a question which I am going to aek you 1 " To which the 
good Prince replied, Speak in all confidence. I will tell 
you anything you may wish me to." " Well, then," said 
the knight, what do you propose to do with Mademoiselle 
Elizabeth, whom I brought to you l Do you intend to 
make her your wife, or will you release youmelf from 
your promise and send her back to her father 1 " Louib 
sprang to hia feet, and pointing towards Mount Inselburg, 
said, "Do you see that mountain which rises up there 
before us 1 Well, if it were a mass of gold from it8 base 
to ita summit, and were to become mine on condition that 
I should send my Elizabeth away, I would not do it. 
Let them think or say of her what they will, I say this : 
I love her, and there is nothing on earth that I love more. 
I shall cling to Elizabeth. She is dearer to me because 
of her virtue and piety than the possession of all the 
countries and all the riches of thia world." I beseech 
you, my lord," replied Gaultier, "to permit me to repeat 
to her your words." " Do so ; say to her that I will not 
listen to what is said to me against her, and give her this 
aa a further pledge of my faith." Ba he spoke he thrust 
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his hand into his wallet and drew forth a little double 
taoed mirror, mounted in ailver, beneath the glass of 
which there was a picture of our orucified Lod1 The 
knight hastened to find Elhbeth, and repeating to her 
what he had heard, gave her the mirror. She smiled 
joyfully, and thanked the noble Gadtier most heartily 
for having acted thua the part of a father and a friend; 
then opening the mirror, and seeing the pioture of Jeeue 
Christ, she kissed it sffeationably and pressed it to her 
heart. 

The moment was now appmching when Louis was to 
assume hia position as a Christian prince, and Elhbeth 
was to receive the reward of her patience and relief from 
her trials. In 1218, on the Feast of St. Kilian, the Duke, 
having completed his eighteenth year, received the arme 
of a knight in the Church of St. George of Eisenaah, 
with eeveral other young lords, the Bishop of Naumburg 
coming there to bleea their sworda. There were no foreign 
princes preeent ; Louie had declared that he would hold 
his knighthood only from God and hie faithful v d  
The following year waa devoted in part to a war whioh 
he had to wage against Siegfried, Archbishop of Mentq 
who, in mnsequence of certain quamle with the Duke 
Hermann, had excommunicated his son. The latter hav- 
ing entered Heese unexpectedly, ravaged the possessions 
there of the prelate and his friends, and compelled him to 
eue for peace. A conference waa held at Fulda on the 

of St. Boniface, in the year 1219; the h l d p ~ e  
waa there formally absolved, and a complete reconciliation 
waa effected. On hia return from this first campaign, 
Louis announced hia intentione to marrp his betrothed, 
and at the same timet silenced all the alandera and all 

1 Mtrron of thfr kind were wed in Germany even in recent Urn-. 
AcconJIng to Ranmer, Hid. of dr Hdmataufm, VoL V, thir mirror 
w u  mounted in ivory and .came from the  EM^. 
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the perverse c o d  of which she had been the victim. 
No one dared to oppose further a will eo deaided, and the 
craftiness of men waa powerlea to separate any longer 
two s o h  whom Gtod had united in Hie eternal decreea 
How admirable, says their historian, to see thia happy 
young man, this chute spouse, in hia maniage, deaf to 
the counsels of the wicked, uninfluenced by the thirst for 
gold, knowiug that a good wife ia that blessed portion 
promised by the Lord to him who has done good in the 
world. 

The marriage wae celebrated in 1220, with great pomp, 
in the castle of Wartburg. The Duke invited all the 
counts of Hesse and Thuringia, and a great number of 
knights and gentlemen to be preeent. The guests were 
all lodged at hie expense in the city of Eisenach. By 
common consent the honor of conducting the bride to the 
church wae accorded to the Count binhard of Muldberg 
and to Lord Varila, who nine years before had gone to 
Hungary for her, and who were now about to realize the 
accomplishment, as it were, of the purpose of their jour- 
ney. She waa also accompanied by all the noble women, 
both wives and daughters, of the country. The chroniders 
do not speak of the sentiments with which all this nobil- 
ity witneseed the triumph of her who had so long been 
the object of their scorn and pernution Instead they 
describe to us in glowing terms the sweet music of the 
Mass, the luxury of the banqueta and the dancing, the 
splendor of the tournament, which lasted three daya, 
and in .which many young knights distinguished them- 
selvee. At the conclusion of these three daya of feasting, 
the lords and their ladies departed euwsively for their 
caetles, and the usual order commenced to reign again 
in the vaat manor of Wartburg. The young husband and 
wife now found themselves in each other's possession 
Lou$$ ww twenty years of age, Ehabetb wae but t h h  
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teen; both innocent in heart even more than in years, 
both united in epirit and in faith more than in flesh, 
they loved each other in God, we are told, with an 
incredible love, and that is why the holy angela dwelt 
near them. 
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THE DUKE Lome, DEAR ST. ELIZABETH'S HUSBAND, 
IS  PLEASING TO GOD AND MEN 

Ent rir ille rirnplex et rectry ac timem Deorn, et d e m  r mdo. 
JOB I ,  1. 

THE husband whom Qod in Hie mercy had designed for 
Hie faithful eervant, and whom she loved with a tender- 
ness so pmfou~ld and at the same time so reserved, was 
certainly worthy of her and of her love. All the h i e b  
riana of Thuringia and of our Saint unite in presenting us 
with a most attractive picture of him; and with the 
exception of h h  glorious namesake, Sf. Louie of France, 
the hiatory of his time offem no example of a prince who, 
at so early an age, possessed in so high a degree all the 
virtues of a Christian aud a sovereign. 

The nobility and purity of hie soul was manifest to all 
in his exterior. Hie manly beauty distinguished him 
among his contemporaries. The writers all speak in praise 
of the perfect proportion of hie figure, the freshness of hie 
complexion, hie long, flaxen hair, and of the serene and 
benevolent expreseion of hie countenance. Many thought 
they saw in him a striking resemblance to the portrait 
which tradition had preserved of the Son of God made 
man. The charm of hie smile was irresistibla His bear- 
ing waa noble and dipifled ; his voice remarkably sweet. 
No one could see him without loving him. What ape- 
cially distinguished him from hie earliest yeam was a purity 
of soul and of body, upon which he never permitted the 
slightest etain to reef. He waa as modest and c h t e  as 
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n young girl ; he waa quick to blush, and h hie language 
he observed great prudence. Nor was it only in his early 
and innocent years that he was able to preserve this 
treasure of purity; with him it  waa not the fruit of an 
early life divested of all danger, or the result of tnrneitoy 
emotions, of resolutions sincere but destined to vaniah 
with the first storm of passion ; it was a molute and fixed 
mill, which became the rule of his whole life; it wae an 
inflexible resistance to the most frequent and dangerous 
temptations. I ~ t t  to himself just as he waa entering upon 
the yeam of adolescance, the ruler at sixteen of one of the 
richest and most powerful principalities of Germany, sur- 
rounded by all the fascination of power and luxury, and of 
the stirring life of that period ; surrounded, especially, by 
perfidious counsellors, by flatterers eager to see the ruin of 
his virtue, he never wavered ; he never sullied with the 
slighteat blemish the fidelity which he had promised to 
God, to himself, and to her wbom he loved in God. 

Bs illustrating this, I mo~dd ask my readers' perm& 
pion to relate here two eventa which contemporary writem 
have recorded oiroumstantially, and which seem to me of 
a nature to edify humble so& 

Shortly after the death of his father, one day when he 
was with hia mother, the Duchess Sophia, at the castle of 
Ebmberg, a certain nobleman was desiroue of putting hie 
youthful innocence to the proof. Having found, in the 
neighboring town of Auerbach, a young girl of remark- 
able beauty, he brought her to the castle and conducteQ 
her to the chamber of the Rince. To do this it was necee- 
sary to cross a court in which little Elizabeth was playing 
just at that time with her companions. At the sight of 
this stranger, who was being led to the apartment, of her 
betrothed, she began to cry ; and when she was asked the 
cam of her teare, she replied, " Because they wish to take 
the precious soul of my brother and destroy it" The 
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young Duke was reeting on his bed, during the heat of the 
day, when he heard a knock at hie door ; springing, bare- 
footed, from his bed, he went immediately to open it. The 
young girl entered with the knight, and when they had 
seated themselves, Louis said to the girl, Young maiden, 
what have you come here for 1" I know not why, my 
Lord," she replied1 " I have brought her to you," said the 
knight, "to do with her according to your pleaeura" At 
these words the pious and prudent Prince called one of 
his chamberlains and told him to bring three marca of 
pure silver. Be soon as they were brought he gave them 
to the young girl, saying to her, "Lower pour veil, fair 
maiden, and take this small gift by way of a bleesing, that 
you may return with joy to your family." 

Then taking the unworthy knight one side, he com- 
manded him to oonduct the young girl back to her parente, 
protecting her from all harm. " If the least wrong be done 
her, I promiee you I will have you hung." The narrator 
says that he concealed the name of the wretched knight, 
for the sake of avoiding scandal. Elizabeth, seeing the 
stranger going away so soon, dried her tsars, rejoicing and 
thanking Qod. 
On another occasion, when at Eisenach, he was looking 

out the window upon a place whem dancing was going on ; 
one of hie assistants called hia attention to the wife of one 
of the oitizena of the place, who was remarkable for her 
beauty and grace, ridding that if she pleased him, he would 
undertake to render her favorable to hia wishes. The 
Prince turned upon him with great indignrrtion, and'said, 
" Silence I If ever again you dare to profane my ears with 

1 Domicella, ad q d d  venlrti 9 At ilh: Nercio, Domine, rd qdd  
veni. The title of Dornicdlur, Domido ,  derived from the h c b ,  WM 

given to pager and maidr of honor in pea t  hourea See hcange  and 
Segruiur. St. FnncL, in llir Opwculr, rayr that Jeru Christ on 
eartb had poverty M hk Dornicdkl. 
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such language, I wil l  drive you from my court. How dare 
you propose that I should become the ammplice of a 
mime that I may any day be called upon to judge and to 
punieh1"' 

A virtue so rare m d  eo courageous could only be 
founded on the moat mtive faith, and the practice of all 
the duties i m p d  by the Chumh. He was present 
every day at the celebnrtion of the Holy Sacrifice, and 
asaisted themat with exemplary devotion. He was a 
moat d o u e  defender of the rights of the Church and of 
the monasteries ; though he well knew how to distinguish 
these rights from the personal iutereata of oertain pre- 
latee, as we have seen from the war which he carried on 
against the Archbishop of Mente But where i t  was 
brutal injustice, or the greediness of his lay vaeeala which 
disturbed the peaceful and beneficent life of God's miuie- 
tern, he mounted hia horse at once, and went, lance in 
lurnd, to defend the cause of God and his poor people.' 
He seemed to enjoy the society of mligioua more than 
any other ; and in time of peace his excursiona generally 
led him to the abbey of the Benedictines of Rsinharts- 
brunn: which he had chosen as his place of burial. His 
first visit, on his arrival there, was to the hospital for the 
poor and for pilgrims, which was an eseential feature of 
every monastery. He sought to console the sick and the 
infirm by his presence, and by kind words, and always 
left with them, as an alms, some portion of his rich gap 
mente, or other small articles. On his return to the caatle 
he endeavored to practice in hia own life some of the 
a& of self-denial of which he had seen examples in the 

1 Theod. IXI, 6; Rothe, 1711. The latter author fixer the dote of 
thL occurrence in the year 1226. keveral other occnrrenw of thh 
nature we recorded by hfrtorlanr. 

See Chapter XII. 
8 Six leaguer from Eirenach. Theod. XI,& 
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religioue life. Through a spirit of mortification he never 
ate food that waa dted or spiced; and, in strange contnret 
with the cuetom of the Gtermen prinoea of that period, he 
never drank beer, and wine only when .he waa unwed, 

Thie simple and naive fidelity to the atrickat dutiee of a 
Christian life only m e  to render more admirablein him the 
qualities of a brave knight and a wise and amiable princa 
No prince of his time excelled him in courage, or even in 
physical strength and dexterity in bodily e x e r c h  He 
displayed thia courage on one occasion which the hiato- 
rians of the period have carefully recorded. The Emperor 
had presented him with a lion One morning the Duke 
scarcely dressed, and without a m  or defence of any kind, 
wae walking ih the courtyard, when he saw the lion, 
which had escaped from hie cage, running towart& him, 
roaring. Without displaying any fear, he stood firm, and 
as the bea t  approached shook hie tIet and spoke to him in 
a threatening tone, while trusting himself to Ood. The 
lion immediately crouched at hia feet, W i n g  his tail A 
sentinel who waa on the ramparts, attracted by the K)~F. 

ing of the animal, perceived hie maateis danger and 
called for help. The lion allowed himself to be chained 
without resistance, and many recognized, in thb dominion 
exercised over ferocious animals, an evident pledge of 
celeetial favor, merited by the pie9 of the Prince and the 
sanctity of young Elizabeth. 

To this courage, many other proofs of which will 
be found in the subsequent pagee of this narrative, he 
joined, in a eupreme degree, that noble courtesy which 
St. F m c i s  of Assisi, hie sublime contemporary, called the 
rieter of C%arily. He bore towarde all women a respect 
full of modesty. He manifested towards every one, and 
eepecially towards hie inferiom, a benevolence and afFa- 
bility which were never wanting. He loved to give 
pleasure to others. He never wounded or repelled any 
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one by his pride or coldness. A sweet and frank gayety, 
an amiable familiarity, marked al l  his intimate and domes- 
tic relations. His knighta and attendants enjoyed his 
generosity; the counta and lo& who came to hie court 
were treated there with the greatest consideration and 
with all the honors due to their rank. 

To these chivalric virtues he added all those of a 
Christian sovereign. The only ardent passion which all 
the historians remgnim in him was thnt of justice. He 
loved it fervently and devotedly; and this love gave him 
all the severity necessary to puniah violatere of his lam. 
He expelled from his court and deprived of their offices 
or employment, with no favor, the lords who oppreeaed 
their vaseale, and even those who were arrogant towards 
the poor, as well as all who permitted themselves to resort 
to acta of violence, or who came to him with false or 
malicious denunciations. Blasphemere, and those who 
shamelessly uttered impure language in his presence, were 
at once condemned to wear for a certain time an outward 
mark of ignominy.' Inflexible towards those who violated 
the law of God, he was indulgent and patient towards 
those who offended him. When any of his attendante for- 
got themselves in their m w e r  with him, he would merely 
say to them, Dear children, do not do i t  again, because 
you a c t  my heart." In all hie deliberations he ere* 
cieed a discreet prudence; hie military expeditions and 
his political acb displayed an ability and foresight which 
it ia not easy to reconcile with his extreme youth and the 
simplicity of his c h m t e r .  He devoted himself zeal- 
ously and assiduously to the work imposed upon him in 
the government of his Stah. His veracity was proof 
against evexything, and his slightest word inspired as much 

1 A ~ ~ g  to rome ruthom it w u  the wooden figure of a donkey 
wMch ~choolboyr curied on their brcL, rr ir rtill done today in 
Polmd. 

11 
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security as the most eolemn oath. One could build 
upon that word as upon arock. Full of mercy and gener- 
osity towards the poor, he manifested an extreme solicitude 
for all claeees of his people. He was se severe upon the 
counts and the greatest lorda of the country, when they 
were accused of pillage and oppression, as upon the 
humblest peaeantc All who felt that they had been 
wronged, no matter by whom, had recourse to him with 
perfect confidence, and never in vain. We ahall see him 
more than once taking the field to avenge the wrongs done 
to his humblest eubjecta 

Under such a prince the propries, both m o d  and 
material, of Thuringia could not but increase; and the 
chroniclee of the country epeak with enthusiasm of the 
happineas which it enjoyed during this too short reign, 
and of the abundant h i t  which was born of the virtuous 
example of the sovereign. The nobility imitated their 
chief, and complaint was no longer heard among the 
vassals of the oppressive and warlike habits to which 
certain lords had been addicted. The people showed 
themselves submissive and quiet. Union, peace, and 88- 

curity reigned everywhere. There was but one common 
sentiment at home, as well as abroad, which extolled and 
envied the happineas that Thuringk owed to the virtues 
of the Duke Louis. 

In  a word, hie whole life and character may be 
summed up in the noble motto which he had dosen for 
himself in his early years : Piety, Chustity, Justice. He 
justified more than any other the glorious belief of Cath- 
olic ages, which recognized a fundamental analogy between 
chivalry and the priestly character ; true knights were then 
the armed priests of justice and faith, as the priests were 
the knights of speech and prayer. 
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Pam boar mnlier bona, in pute timentiom 
Dam dabitur vim pro factia bonir. 

Eoo~ua. XXVI, a 
Vnlner~rti cor meum, noror, me8 8pou8& 

CANT. lv, 0. 

A ~ C E  who offered so perfect a model of a valiant 
Christian could receive here on earth no sweeter, better 
recornpew than the love of a saint. We have seen that 
with Elizabeth there were no ties to bind her to a life in 
thie world save thie love, which ahe associated with such 
religious thoughts. Louis, on hie part, had alwaya cher- 
ished the tender fidelity of hie early yearn. 

She had, moreover, all that could attract and win a young 
heart. Pleasing in the eight of Gtod for her pietJr and 
humility, she waa also pleasing in the eyes of men for 
every personal charm. The historians who have given 
as a portrait of her r e p n t  her as poeaesaing regular 
featurea and perfect beauty. Her whole person left 
nothing to be desired; her complexion was dark and 
clear, her hair black, her figure of an elegance and grace 
unrivalled, her bearing grave and full of nobilitJr and 
majesty.] Her eyes especially memed radiant with ten- 

1 Nntlve liad been even more Uberal to her than fortune. She 
pouewd the moat anperb and beautiful flgure in the world; and 
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dernese and charity and mercy. It ie eaey to see that in 
this earthly beauty there wma dearly reflected something 
of the immortal beauty of her soul. 

But i t  wee not upon the fleeting eentimenta of a purely 
human admiration and attmction that this young couple 
had rabed the unalterable union of their hearts. It wae 
upon a common Faith, and upon the severe practice of all 
the virtues which that Faith teaches, and all the duties 
which i t  i n p o w .  Despite her extreme youth, and the 
almost childish vivwity of her love for her hueband, 
Elizabeth never forgot that he was her head, as Jesw 
Christ is the head of the Church, and that ahe should be 
submissive to him in all things aa the C h m h  ia to J m s  
Christ. She united therefore to her ardent affection a 
great reapect for him ; she responded eagerly to the least 
aign or word from him; she waa scrupulously careful 
that no action or word of here, even the most imigdfl- 
cant, ahould wound or even annoy him. 

The yoke, however, which she had taken upon herself 
was, as the Church wishes it to be, a yoke of love and of 
peace ; 1 for Louis granted her complete li- in the per- 
formance of works of piety and mercy, which alone inter- 
ested her. He encouraged and even sustained her in these 
salutary exercises with pious solicitude, restraining her 
only when her zeal seemed to him to be csfiying her too 
far, and giving her that advice which was dictated always by 
an affectionate prudence, and received always with res* 
Every night the young wife, taking advantage of the real 
or feigned sleep of her husbsnd, or tearing herself from 
hie careseee, left the marriage-bed, and kneeling by the 
aide thereof, prayed for a long time, thinking of the blessed 

there w u  romething in her bearing, ro noble, ro g ~ d  m d  ro mrjertic, 
that it w u  imporrible to nee her without rdmiring her. There w.r 
not r more beautiful perron in the world. - P. Archange, p. 82. 

1 Preface of the Nuptial Marr. 
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manger; and thanking God that He had v o u h f e d  to be 
born at midnight, in the wld and in misery, to aave her 
and the whole human race, Her huaband would often 
awake, and fearing that she waa too delicate to give her- 
self up to auoh penanoes, would beg her to - Dear 
sister," he would aay to her, " apam yourself and reat a 
littla" Then he would tske her hand and hold it till ahe 
had returned to bed, or until he himaelf had fallen d e e p  
with hie hand rating in that of hie wife ; and ahe would 
often bathe with ferventm teare that hand, which aeemed, 
ae it were, to want to keep her on earth. However, he 
never conatrained or obliged her to CWM from theee 
worka of piety, which were really a eource of deep p t i -  
rication and joy to him. Yaentrudq the most confidential 
attendant of Elizabeth, narrated to the echiaatiuil 
judges an occurrence whih  illustrates Louie' indulgent 
nature. The Duchess, in order that ahe might not aleep 
too late, and at the same time that ahe might not disturb 
her husband's sleep, had charged one of her maids of 
honor to wake her at a certain hour by ahaking her foot 
I t  happened on one ocoaeion that Ysentrnde made a mie- 
take snd hook the Duke's foot. He awoke suddenly, but 
divining at once the cause of the dieturbance, he turned 
over and went to sleep again without manifwting any aign 
of impatienca . 

He aaw clearly, aaya his hbbrian, that she loved God 
with all her heart, and thie thought reaaaured him ; and 
ahe on her part truated in the piety and wisdom of her 
huaband, and concealed from him none of her mort ih-  
tiona, knowing that he would never atand between her 
and her Saviour. To the frequent demonatrationa of 
mutual tendernesa which they gave one another were 
added aweet exhortatione to advance together in the way 
of perfection, snd this holy emulation strengthened and 
maintained them in the service of God; the ardent love 
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whioh united their hesrts only served to in- in them 
the sentiment and the charm of divine loval 

The simple and pure ahamtar of their aff&n was 
illustrated especially in the meet custom which they 
always kept up, of oalling each other brother and sister, 
even after their msfiiage, 8s if to perpetuate the remem- 
bran- of their childhood spent together, and to unite 
their whole life in one single attachment. 

The happinew of b e ' i  together was for them M, indis- 
pensable, the chaste affection which drew them to each 
other was so strong, the union of their soula so intimate, 
that they could not bear to remain separated, even for the 
shortest apace of time. So when the Duke went from 
home anywhm, if the journey 'were not too long, he 
always took hia dear Elizabeth with him, and she was 
delighted to go, although she often had to travel over 
rough and dangmm nmb, coxuiderable distances, and to 
brave violent storma But neither frost, nor snow, nor 
excessive heat, nor floods could prevent her from going, so 
anxious wae she not to be separated from him who never 
separated her from God. 

I t  sometimes happened, however, that Louie wae obliged, 
by hia dutiea se sovereign, to undertake distant journeys, 
to go outaide of hia own States, where he could not take 
his wife with him. But these short separations became in 
themaelvea the mema of strengthening their tenderness 
for each other and their mutual fideliv. Thia was the 
time chosen by evil minded pemne to suggest to the 
young Prince the giving himself up to carnal appetites ; 
but thia only afforded him the better opportunity of pmv- 
ing his purity and hie love for Elizabeth. One day some 

1 Miro re dectn diligenten, et re inricem ad Dei landem et renitinm 
dulciter inrit.nter et confort.nter.- Dict. IV Ancffl. 2019. Deporition 
of Ylentmde, reproduced in one of the leuoxu of the ancient 08108 of 
the Wt. 

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



of his knights raid to him, My Lord, why do you not do 
like other princes and lor& l You cannot alwap bo 
with your wife, nor always mist  the esigences of your 
youth" He remained d e n t  at first; but as they peraieted 
in their queries, he replied to them with warmth, b- 
tlemen, if you prim my good-will, be careful never again 
to address such language to me. I have s wife, and it 
behoowa me to keep my faith with her? 

On her part Elizabeth, as soon as her h u s b d  had gone, 
threw off her princely mbea and clothed herself in the 
garb of a widow, covering her head with a veil, as widowe 
da  She remained thus during his entire absence, await- 
ing his return in pmyer, vigils, and the most austere mor- 
Mcationa But the moment her hueband'e approach was 
announced, she hastened to attire herself with all the cam 
and all the splendor that her rank required. I t  is not," 
ehe eaid to her attendante, for the eake of any eensual 
eatisfaction, or for vanity's sake, that I attire myself thnq 
as Qod knows, but only through Ohrhtian charity, that 
I may give my brother no muse for dimontent, or ah 
perhaps, if anything in me displease him; that he may 
love only me in our dear Lord, and that God, Who has 
preserved our union on earth, may keep us united for all 
eternity." 

Then she went out to meet him with al l  the innocent 
joy of a child, and while they were together made every 
effort to render herself pleasing in his eyes and agreeable 
to his heert. At the table ehe could not persuade hereell 
to ocoupy a place far from her husband, and always eat by 
his side - a thing which even then was quite conhay 
to the custom observed by ladies of rank. In ao doing 
ehe not only gratified her wiah to be as near as posaible 
to him, but she felt that her pregence was a restraint upon 
the frivolous conversation of the young knight,. 

In fact nothing could better command the respeot of 
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worldly souls than the ~ Q h t  of so muoh virtue in two 
persona so young. United thus by a sacred bond, full of 
humility and purity before God, full of charity and good- 
will towarda mankind, full of love for each other, a love 
whioh drew them both nearer to God, they presented in 
the sight of heaven and earth the ewesteat and most 
edifying apectaolg -a r e a h t i o n  here in this life of that 
charming pioture which the greatest of Catholio poete has 
given us of a mlestial marriage : - 

La lor concordis, e i lor lieti mmbienti, 
Amore e ma~vig1ia e dolce llgarudo 
Famano emer agion de' pender muti. 

h b ,  P d h ,  XI. 
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0rr labme. ior i rerco  
Et de ar vie a f.it m u  
Por l'une ddendre et coodr 
Et por r h t  purdix on*. 

Bmrnur, Mar. f. 84. 

Sum is the pioture of our young Princess in the poeseeaion 
of that happinas of early yeam, those sweet joys of the 
morning of life, which no later joys can replaoe, the 
memory of which no sorrow can effaca In our weak 
human hearb their absence casts a shadow over the whole 
of life, and their memory d c e e  to alleviate the most 
oruel mieeriea And so God most frequently sends Hie 
oreaturea thie dew of the early morn that they may be 
able to endure the burdens and the heat of the day. But 
Elizabeth, whose interior eyee were fixed upon heaven 
while embracing this happiness h l y  and heartily, com- 
prehended the danger thereof; and for this chosen eoul it 
was a sort of trial, in whioh it was ne<3eseary that she 
should gain a victory. 

She felt that the graoe whiah GCod had beatowed upon 
her, in uniting her with him whom she loved so tenderly 
here on earth, required from her a fidelity all the more 
zealous, and a gratitude all the more earnest, towards her 
heavenly benefaotor. Although her young consoienoe 
could not oerhinly have been very seriouely burdened, 
she nevertheless remembered that before the strict justioe 
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of God the most faithful souls are but uesla servants? 
and that in order to merit eternal d w t i o n  one cannot 
e m b m  too many ~80rific-e~. From that time she com- 
m e n d ,  in the humilitJr of her soul, to treaeure up that 
auperabundanc-e of greoee and merits whioh is, aamrding 
to the sweet and consoling doctrine of the Church, so 
reaplendent a glory for the eainte of God, and for the 
faithful so prialese a t m u r e  and so aafe a refuge~. 

In the firat place she strove' to overcome the flesh by 
her vigila We have seen with what unremitting severity 
sbe could mortify herself in t h b  reepeot, and with what 
mingled fmlinga of solicitude and indulgence her pioua 
husband saw her rising from her place by him at night, 
that she might draw nearer to sod. It happened not 
unfrequently, however, that in spite of her good-will, 
Elhbeth,  ovemme by droweinees, fell asleep on the floor 
by the side of the bed, her hand still resting in the hand 
of her huebend. ' Her attendante finding her in this posi- 
tion when they entered her chamber in the morning, 
would reproach her, asking whether it would not be quite 
as well for her to sleep in her bed as on the floor. " No," 
ahe replied, " if I cannot pray all the time, at least I am 
practice mortification by separating myself from my dearly 
loved one. I wish my body to be brought under subjec- 
tion ; thua only can it become the servant of my eod." 

When her husband was absent, she watched the entire 
night with Jesus, the Spouse of her sod. But it waa not 
by penances of this kind alone that the young and inno- 
cent Princees atlicted hemell Under her h e a t  garment, 
she always wore, next to her skin, a hair shirt. Every 
Friday, in commemoration of the bitter passion of our 
Lord, and every day during Lent, she gave hereelf the 
discipline with severity in secret, in order, says one of her 
historians, to make some reparation to our Lord, Who 

1 8 t  Luke x* 10. 
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waa scourged "; and immediately afterwards she would 
make her appearance again before her court, with a serene 
and joyful countenenoe. At a later period ehe would rise 
during the night even, and leaving her husband's side 
would go to an adjoining chamber, and there compel her 
attendante to chastise her rigomusly ; then, feeling that 
ehe had overcome hersalt and her own weaknees, ehe 
would return to her husband full of gayety and sweetnew. 
I t  was thua, says a contemporary poet, that she sought to 
appmach nearer to her God, and to buret the bonds of her 
prison of fleeh, like a valiant soldier of divine lova But 
she made it her rule not to permit these s8ore.t aueteritiai 
to exert any unfavorable influence upon her daily life, or 
to render her ead or moroaa She did not hesitate to take 
part in the worldly feetivitiea and muniona in which her 
position assigned her, aa it were, a part ; and, we am told 
by a great and admirable saint, worthy in every respect to 
judge and to underetand her, " she pltryed and danced at 
times, when ehe happened to be pweent at social gather- 
ings, without prejudice to her devotion, which was deeply 
rootad within her soul. As the rocks on the shores of 
Iake Rietta grew larger by the mnstant beating of the 
waves, so her love of Qod increased in the midst of the 
pompe and vanities to which her condition e x p e d  her." 1 

She detested every species of exterior exaggeration in 
works of piety, every affectation of grief, and said of thorn 
who assumed a sad and severe erpfeseion of face in saying 
their prayera : * They eeem to want to frighten the good 
God. Why do they not give Him what they have to offer 
cheerfully and with good head 1 " 

She neglected no means of offering to Qod the tribute 
of her humility and obedience. Her oonfeeeor waa Con- 
rad of Marburg, of whom I shall have occasion to epeak 

1 St. h c k  of &lea, I~irwludwn to (I Dcood L$4 Part m, Chapter 
xxxm. 
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later on. She had, with the approval of her husband, 
made a vow of obedience to him in everything that did 
not conflict with marital authority. Conrad, who had 
protested against the collection of certain taxes, the 
revenues of which were intended to defray the expenses 
of the royal fable, had forbidden hia penitent to eat any 
food which she waa not sure had been provided by her 
huabsnd's own means, and not from the mta exacted 
from hia poor vasmls, which he regarded as being too 
often the product of unjust extoftions, contrary to the 
will of God. The compaesionate heart of the young 
Duchess eagerly adopted this opinion, and acted upon it 
with eon~pulous care. Sometirnea it was the occasion of 
embarraeement to her, because, aa we have seen, she 
insisted upon sitting near her husband at the table. The 
good Prince, however, did not at all oppose her wishes ; 
and when three of her maida of honor asked permission 
to follow the example of their mistreas, he granted it at 
once, adding, " I would gladly do aa you do, did I not 
fear malicious talk and scandal; but with Qud's help I 
too will soon change my way of living!' 

Full of tender mpect for the conscience of his wife, he 
informed her with sweet and affectionate eagernws when 
there were any dishea which were not proemibed by her 
rule; as in like manner, when he knew that everything 
waa provided from his own possessions, he urged her to eat. 
But Elizabeth hardly dared to touch any diah, fesring 
always lest it might be the fruit of the toil and suffering 
of the poor. f i e  took care, however, to c o n 4  from the 
eyes of the world what she waa doing for the love of sod ; 
and when she was seated at the Duke's fable, in the midst 
of the knighta and officers of hie court, she had recourse 
to a thousand little devicea to prevent her selfdanial 
from being observed. She pretended to be giving the 
most sseiduoua attention to the service, gave frequent 
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orders to the domestice, addreaeed herself to each of the 
gueeta, and invited them to drink ; sometimes she out up 
into little pi- the breed or other artides of food that 
were placed before her, and distributed them here and 
there, to give them the appearance of being remnants, In 
thie way she often rose hungry and weak from the moat 
abundant table; her maids of honor, the companions of 
her penance, relate that aometimes she waa reduced, for 
her whole nouriehmant, to dry bread, or to a few little 
cakea which ehe covered with honey. One day, at a grand 
feast, she could reserve for hemelf only five very emall 
bids, and them she left almost entirely to her attendanfa, 
for their privations gave her much more concern than her 
own. Another time, when she waa on her way to join 
her husbsnd at the Diet of the Empire, she found nothing 
that she could conscientiously eat, except a piece of m e  
black bread, m hard that she was obliged to soften it by 
soaking it in hot water; but ae it waa a taet day, she felt 
satisfied, aud with thie one meal she tmvelled that day 
sixteen leagues on horseback. 

A todt ing and beautiful tradition shows us how sod 
mitigated for her, even in a material and sessible manner, 
anything of a harsh and disagreeable nature that might 
attach to these privatione. One day, during the abeenoe 
of her husband, she waa eating all alone her poor repaat, 
which conaiated of dry bread and water. The Duke, com- 
ing in unexp&dly, wanted, aa a mark of affection, to 
drink out of her glrrea To his p a t  surprise he found it 
contained a liquor whiah seemed to him to be the beef 
wine in the world. He at once inquired of the cupbearer 
where he had got it, and was told by him that the Duoheas 
had been given nothing but water. Louie said nothing 
more ; but, according to the expression, aa pious aa it was 
just, of one of the narrators, he had wit enough to mmg- 
nize in what had o d  a mark of divine favor, and a 
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recompense for the eaori6cee which hie wife impoeed upon 
h e r d .  

She frequently inspected the larder of the castle with 
her attendants and informed hemelf with the gr&t care 
as to the source whence the varioua artides of food and 
drink were procured. When she found any allowable 
food, she would say to her maids, " That ia aJl you can 
eat " ; or when i t  was some permbible beverage, as wine 
from her husband's vineyard, she would say, That ia the 
only thing you can drink." But when she found that 
there waa nothing there which could cause her any un- 
easiness, she clapped her hands with childish delight, 
exclaiming, " All is right to-day ; we can eat and'drink." 
She might have been at that time *en yeara of age, and 
she preeemed a most youthful spirit and heart, while ren- 
dering herself worthy of heaven by virtuee which wme 
much beyond her age. 

A life so rigorous and so opposed to all the customs of 
her rank and of her time drew upon the Duchess the 
disapprobation and the reproaches of all her court; the 
Duke himself was not spared because of his tolerance for 
what was regarded as the extmvagancea of his wifa 
They both resigned themselves with patience, and in the 
spirit of charity, to these profane judgments, preferring to 
please God rather than men. 

The young Princess, however, soon found a new field 
for exercising her zeal and her love of mortification. On 
a certain grand feast, according to ' the oustom at Wart- 
burg, she went down to Eisenach, clothed in sumptuous 
garments, covered with jewels, and wearing a ducal crown 
upon her head, accompanied by her mother-in-law and a 
numerous suite, and proceeded to one of the churchee of 
the city. I t  was her habit, whenever she entered a church, 
to caet her eyes a t  once upon the crucifix. She did so on 
this occasion ; and seeing the image of her Saviour, naked, 
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mwned with thorns, and Hie handa and feet pierced with 
nails, she felt herself penetrated with compunction, aa 
she had done before in her childhood,' and entering within 
herself she wid, "Behold thy sod suspended upon a 
oroeq and thou, ueeless creature, thou art oovered with 
precious garments. His head is crowned with thorns, and 
thou hsat a crown of gold." And at the same moment, 
ovmme by her pious cornpaasion, she fainted and f e d  
to the ground. The frighhed aasistanta lifted her up, 
carried her to the entrance of the church to give her freeh 
air, and daehed holy wster upon her faca She soon re- 
vived; but from that moment she took the resolution to 
renounce every species of ornament in her dreee, except 
where the obligations of her rank or the wishes of her 
husband required it. In the testimony of her attendante 
we find a detailed account of many of the objecta whioh 
at that time constituted a part of the toilet of a princes, 
and whioh she no longer wished to wear. She dieoarded, 
for instance, gay colora in her dress and in her head veil, 
tight fitting and plaited deeves, which seem to have been 
much in fashion at that period, silk ban& for fastening 
the hair, and long-trained dmms. When she found it 
neaaeary to appear in ceremonious coatume, she always 
wore, under gold and purple,glain woollen clothea and her 
hair shirt, which she never left off; and in public aolemni- 
tiea she bore hemelf with the dignity and at the same time 
with the modesty of a Chrietian princeaa. &e commended 
this Christian modesty to the noble ladies who came to 
visit her, exhorted them earnestly to renounce, at leaat, 
in that reepect, the vanities of the world, and even sent 
them pattern of garmente which she thought suitable for 
them. Her efforts were not without good multa ; many 
of these ladies, moved by the example of this youxq 
woman, scarcely yet a bride, renounced worldly extrava- 

1 Sea above, p. 147. 
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ganca, and same of them even took the vow of perpe~tual 
continence. 
0 saintly eimplicity, purity of the early agw, nalve 

and innocent tenderness of ancient days, will you never 
return 1 Muet we believe that you have periehed, that 
you are forever dead ? Or, if it be true that centuries in 
the life of the world are but as years in tbe life of man, 
will you not, after ao long and ao dreary a winter, come 
again, meet springtime of faith, to renew the world and 
regenerate our hearta 1 
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Da pauperi at den tibi : da pauper1 m i a m  ut d p h  totum panern ; 
dr tectum, mdpe ooelom; dr rer periturw, ut acciph aeternu 
menrum. - 8. R m u n  CH.IM)LOQW, S ~ A O  8 da jqiun. d doem 

WHILST Elizabeth imposed MI rigorous a restraint upon 
her own senses, and tm&d herself with such unremit- 
ting severity, her heart overflowed with charity and mercy 
towarde her unfortunate fellow beings. The tender oharit y 
which had always animated her, from her earliest child- 
hood, grew deeper with each day of her life; ere long it 
was to merit for her that glorious and sweet title under 
which Christianity still venerates her - P a l m  of tlrs 
Poor. Generosity towards the poor waa one of the die- 
tinctive characteristics of the age in which she lived, not- 
ably among princes ; but it was noticeable that with her 
charity did not proceed from. the influences of her birth, 
still lea8 from any desire to merit praise, or a purely human 
recognition ; but rather from a celestial and interior inspi- 
ration. From her very infancy she had never been able to 
bear the sight of a poor peraon without having her heart 
p i d ,  aa it were, with grief ; and now that her husband 
had p t e d  her the moat complete liberty in all things 
touching the honor of Gtod and the welfare of her neigh- 

18 
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bor, she indulged without restraint her natural inclination 
to console the suffering members of Jesus Christ. This 
was her constant thought every moment of the day ; it was 
to the poor that ahe devoted all that euperabundance which 
ehe refused to the cuetome of her sex and of her ranlr ; end 
in spite of the resources whioh the charity of her hus- 
band placed at her disposal, she gave away eo quickly all 
that she had, that ahe was often compelled to atrip herself 
of her own garmente, that she might have wherewith to 
relieve the distreseed. 

So generoue an abnegation of self could not fail to make 
an impreseion upon the heart and the imagination of 
the people. I t  is narrated in the ancient chroniclee that 
one Thursday, as the Du&eae was going down to the city, 
richly clad and wearing her c m ,  ahe met a orowd of 
poor people on her way, and distributed among them all 
the money ahe had with her; then, when she had given 
all away, she saw one of them begging alme in a plaintive 
tone. She grieved at having nothing to give him; but, 
that he might not be disappointed, ahe took off one of her 
gloves, which was richly embroidered and ornamented 
with gems, nnd gave it to him. A young knight who was 
following her, having witnessed what she had done, a p  
proached the poor men at once and bought the glove £rom 
him, attaching it in the form of a crest to hie helmet, as a 
pledge of divine protection. And he waa not mistaken; 
from that moment he n o t i d  that in all his combate, in 
every tournament, he invariably overcame his adversary, 
and wae never conquered himself. Some time afterwards 
he went on the Crusade, where hie exploits won for him 
p t  renown. On his return to hie native country, he 
declared, on his deathbed, that he attributed all hia 
glory and all his succsseee to the privilege which he had 
enjoyed of carrying about alwaya with him a m u d  
of dear St. Elizabeth. 
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But it wae not by her gifte alone, or with money, 
that the young Princese satisfied her love for the poor 
of Christ; it wae much more by her personel devotion, 
by her tender and patient care, which, in the eyes of God, 
ae well as to those in mieforhtne, is certainly the greafeet 
and moat p l d g  charity. She devoted herself to thie 
care with that aimplioity and exterior cheerfulneee which 
never left her. When the sick came to invoke her 
charity, after having given them what she could, she 
ascertained where they lived, in order that she might go 
and see them. And then no distance nor ditlculty in 
reaching a place prevented her from going them She 
knew that nothing kindles the spirit of charity eo much 
as to see and to search into human misery in ita material 
and actual existence. She made her way to the hovels 
most remote from her castle and most repulsive for their 
squalor and foul air ; she entered into these homes of the 
poor with a eort of devotion and at the same time of 
familiarity; she brought herself whatever she thought 
n e c a s q  for the unfortunate occupants, and consoled 
them much l e a  by her generous gifts than by her sweet 
and affectionate words. When she found that they were 
in debt, and without the meam of releasing themselves, 
she assumed the debta herself, paying them with her own 
fun& Poor women in confinement were especially the 
object of her compassion ; as often ae she could she went 
and sat by the side of their miserable beds, assisting 
and encouraging them; ehe took their newly born into 
her arms with the love of a mother, covered them with 
clothes which she hemelf had made, and often held them 
at the baptismal font, in order that thia spiritual mater- 
nity might furnish her an additional motive for loving 
and caring for them during dl their life. When one of 
these poor oreaturea died, she came, as soon as she could, 
to watch with the body, laid it out with her own hands, 
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often with sheets from her own bed, and assisted at the 
burial ; and people saw with admiration this noble sover- 
eign following with humility and recollection the coffin 
of the lowliest of her subjects. 

When at home she occupied her leieure:moments, not in 
the luxurious recreations of wealth, but, like the valiant 
woman of the Scriptures, in laborious and useful works ; 
she spun wool with her maids of honor, and then from it 
made with her own hands clothing for the poor, or for the 
mendicant religious, who came at that time to establish 
themselves in her Statee. She often directed her entire 
meal to be prepared from vegetables, poorly cooked on 
purpose, without salt or seasoning of any kind, in order 
that she might realize by experience how the poor were 
nourished ; and these she eat with great delight. 

We have seen how she suffered incessantly from hunger, 
rather than partake of nourishment procui~d by the toil, 
unjustly exacted, of her poor subjects; but her zeal for 
justice aud her tender solicitude for the unfortunate were 
not limited to theee purely personal scruples. When in 
the discharge of the domestic duties of her house she 
discovered evidence of any violence, or any wrong done 
to the poor country people, she went at once and com- 
plained of it to her husband, and endeavored to make 
reparation aa far as lay in her power. As if these beauti- 
ful virtues were an indefeasible pi%rogative of the house 
of Hungary, we find them nearly two centuries later in 
a young and illustrious sovereign, like Elizabeth the 
daughter of a king of Hungary, Hedmiges, elected Queen 
of Poland at the age of thirteen; who by her marriage 
with Jagellon, effected a union of Poland and Lithuania, 
and who died a t  twentyeight in the odor of sanctity 
(1399)) after having been renowned as the most beautiful 
and the most courageous princess of her time. Worthy 
to have been of the race of Elizabeth by the intense com- 
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passion of her heart, she left in the annnln of her country 
one oE the most exquisite utterances which ever eecaped 
from the soul of a Christian. Some poor countrymen had 
come to her in tears to complain that the king's servants 
had stolen all their cattle. She hastened to her husband 
and obtained their immediate restoration ; after which she 
said, " The cattle have been restared to them, but who will 
restore their teare ? " 
Elizabeth loved to carry herself to the poor, without ite 

being known, not only money, but food and other objecta 
which she intended for them. T h u  laden she made her 
way, over steep and unfrequented pathe, from her caetle 
to the city and to the cotkg88 in the adjoining valleys. 
One day as she was going down, accompanied by one of 
her favorite attendants, following a very rough little road, 
which is still pointed out1 carrying, in the ekirta of her 
cloak, bread, meat, eggs, and other articles of food, which 
she intended to distribute among the poor, she sudden1 y 
found herself face to face with her hueband, who was 
returning from the chase. Astonished at seeing her thus 
bending under the weight of her burden, he said to her, 

Let me see what yo11 are carrying * ; and at the same 
moment he pulled open the fold8 of her cloak which, 
quite alarmed, she hugged to her breast. But there was 
nothing there save red and white roam, the most beauti- 
ful that he had ever seen in his life. He was all the 
more eurprised from the fact that it was not the season 
for flowers. Perceiving Elizabeth's agitation, he wished 
to reassure her by hie caresses, but stopped suddenly aa he 
behelde a luminous figure appearing upon her head in 
the form of a crucifix. He then told her to continue 
on her way, giving himself no further anxiety concern- 
ing her, and went up himself to Wartburg, meditating 

1 It ir rtill called, M it WM in Elhbeth'r time, by the very ex- 
pmrive name of Kniebrachar, h w b m  J e r .  
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thoughtfully upon what God was accomplishing in her, 
and carrying with him one of the miraculous roses, which 
he kept all his life. Upon the very spot where this meet- 
ing wurred, by the aide of an old tree, which soon after- 
wards was cut down, he erected a column surmounted by 
a cross, to perpetuate forever the memory of the one which 
he had seen suspended over the head of his wife.' 

Among al l  the unfortunate beings who athacted her 
compassion, those who mupied the largest place in her 
heart were the lepers, whom the special and mysterious 
character of their misfortune rendered, during the Middle 
Agea, the object of a solicitude in which affection wae 
mingled with dread? Elizabeth, like many illustrious 
saints and princea of her time, took satisfaction in over- 
coming this latter sentimat, and in disregarding all 
the precautions which exteriorly separated these beings, 
marked by the hand of God, fiom Christian society. 
Whenever she saw any of them, she went to meet them, 
as if there were no mtagion to fear, sat by their 
side, spoke tender and consoling words to them, exhorting 
them to patience and to confidence in God, and did not 
leave them till she had generously beetowed her alms 
upon them. "You should suffer this martyrdom cheer- 

1 Vita Rhyt. Hermann of Fritzlar, the manurcdpt of the Fnm- 
circrmr, and Pelbartun of Temerwar in hi8 rermon XCVI, report t1dr 
miracle u occurring in her early childhood. It ir the moat celebrated 
and the moat popular of the mirncler of our Wnt.  She luu often 
been represent& by CsthoUc p i n t e n  and rculpton wit11 rorer in her 
cloak. Rorer srs rtill cultivated in great qourtitier around the church 
at  Marburg, u well u s t  Wartburg. The people of there two placer, 
although Protertantr, have affectionately cherirhed thin legend. I 
heard it from s pewant in the vicinity of Msrbwg, June W, 1984, 
with the incident of the rore taken and prererved by the Lmdgmre, 
which I had not found in any author. The name miracle ir attributed 
to St. EUubeth of Portugal, the grandniece of our h in t ,  and to S t  
Rore of Viterba. 

See further, on the detrllr of this subject, Chapter XXV. 
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fully," ehe said to them ; you ought not to let it grieve or 
anger you. I am certain that if you aocept with reaigna- 
tion this punishment which God sends you in this life, 
you will be safe and free from eternal punishment. You 
may be sure it will be a source of great merit for you." 
Having one day met one of these unfortunate matures, 
who was suffering also from s dieease of the head, and 
whose appearance was repulsive to the last degree, she 
made him come amretly to a retired spot in her orchard, 
and there she herself cut off his horrible hair, and washed 
and dressed his head, which ehe held upon her kneea 
Her maids of honor having surprised her in this strange 
occupation, she emiled without saying anything. 

Once, on Holy Thursday, ehe gathered together a great 
number of lepers, washed their feet and hands, and then, 
prostrating herself before them, humbly kissed their 
wounds and sorea 

At another time, the Landgfeve having gone to spend 
a few days at his castle a t  Naumburg, which was in the 
centre of his northern poseessions, bordering on Saxony, 
Elizabeth remained at' Wartburg and employed the time 
of her husband'e absence in caring, with increased zeal, 
for the poor and the eick, in washiug them herself, 
m d  clothing them with garments which ehe had made 
for them, in spite of the disapprobation which was.dpenly 
expressed by the Duchess Dowager Sophia, who, since the 
death of her husband, had remained with her son. But 
the young Duchess paid little attention to the complaints 
of her mother-in-law. Among these invalids there waa a 
poor little leper, named Helias, or Heli, whose condition 
was so deplorable that no one was willing any longer to 
care for him. Elizabeth alone, seeing him abandoned by 
every one, felt herself obliged to do more for him than for 
any of the othera She took him, bathed him herself, 
applied a healing ointment, and then put him into her 
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own and her husband'e bed. Now it so happened that 
the Duke returned to the w t l e  while E h b e t h  was thus 
engaged. His mother ran at once to meet him, and the 
moment he put hia foot to the ground she aaid to him, 

My dear eon, come with me ; I want to ahow you a fine 
piece of work of your Elizabeth's that will mrprh you" 

What do you mean by that 1 " aaid the Duke. Only 
come and be your own witness," ehe replied ; "you will 
aee some one whom ahe loves far better than she d a a  
you." Taking him by the hand, ahe led him to hie 
chamber and to hie bedaide. "NOW look," ehe aaid, 
"your wife puts lepers in your own bed, and I cannot 
prevent her from doing it ; she wante, a8 you eee, to give 
you the leprosy." Be he listened to these worde the Duke 
could not resist a certain feeling of hitation, and roughly 
pulled up the covering of his bed. But a t  the same 
moment, according to the beautiful expreaeion of the his- 
torian, the Almighty opened the eyes of hia eoul, and in- 
stead of the leper, he beheld the figure of Jeeus Chriet 
crucified extended upon his bed. At this eight he stood 
etupified, as did his mother, and buret into a flood of team, 
unable at first to utter a word. Then recovering himself, 
he saw hie wife, who had very quietly followed him that 
she might calm his anger against the leper. Elizabeth, 
my dear eister," he said at once, "I beg you will often 
give my bed up to such pests  ; I shall alwaye be grateful 
to you for doing so ; do not let any one hinder you in the 
practice of your virtues." Then falling on his knees, he 
eaid this prayer to God : " Lord, have pity on me, a poor 
sinner. I am not worthy to behold all these wonders, as 
I know but too well ; help me to become a man according 
to Thy h a r t  and Thy wiU" 

Elizabeth pmfited by the profound impreasion which 
thia ecene had made upon the Duke to obtain his per- 
mission to build a hospital on the side of the rocky 
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eminence at the summit of which standa the castle of 
Wartburg, upon the site since occupied by a Frrrsciecsn con- 
vent. Here she maintained, from that time on, twenty- 
eight invalid or infirm poor persons who were too feeble 
to climb up as far as the caetle. She went every day to 
visit them, csfiging food and drink to them h e m E  

Living thus with the poor and for them, it is not sur- 
prising that God inspired her with that holy love of 
poverty which has distinguished souls richest in His 
gram. Whilst Fmncis of Assisi, a man of the people, 
waa o$ning to the world a new gate, aa it were, to the 
sanctuary, through which mula eager for self-denial ,and 
sacrifice were pressing onward, Gtod mised up in the midst 
of the Qerman chivalry thie daughter of a king, who, at 
the age of fifteen, felt the love of evangelic poverty burn- 
ing in her heart, and who confounded the pride and 
worldliness of her peers by her profound and sovereign con- 
tempt for al l  earthly riches. He seemed thus to mark out 
for her the place which ahe was so soon to asaume, in the 
worship of the Church and in the love of Christian people, 
by tlie side of the Seraph of Assisi I n  the very flower 
of her youth and beauty she had succeeded in destroying 
in her heart every vestige of earthly glory. " She who 
possessed sovereign glory," remarks an ancient writer, 

courted the state of poverty, in order that the world might 
have no part in her, and that she might be poor as Jeeus 
Christ had been." ' 

She could not help sharing with her dearly loved hus- 
band all her secret and holy thoughts, and all the aspira- 
tions of her youthful imagination towards a life more 
simple and at the same time more in conformity with 
evangelical perfection. One night, as they were lying 
side by side awake, she said to him, " My Lord, if it will 
not annoy you, I will tell you of a thought I have as to 
the kind of life we might lead in order to serve God." 
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Tell me, sweet friend, what are your thoughta upon that 
subject 1 " "I wish," she said, " that we had but a aingle 
camcate of land, which would furnish us with enough to 
live upon, and about two hundred sheep; then you could 
cultivate the eoil, drive the horses, and suffer these hard- 
ships for the love of God ; while I would take care of the 
eheep and shear them" The Landgrave laughed heartily 
as he replied to her, " Indeed my dear sister, if we had 
m much land aud so many sheep, i t  eeeme to me we ehould 
hardly be poor, and a good many people would think that 
we were still too rich." 

But charmed with the eweet simplicity of his wife, he 
repeated this little conversation, a few days afterwards, to 
hie friend the Archbishop Theodore of Treveg ; and it was 
from that prelate that the historian obtained it who records 
the incident. 

At other timea it waa with her attendants, who were 
also her friends, that she talked of the joys of poverty ; 
and oftan in her familiar intercourse with them she sought, 
at least figuratively, to resliee her pioua desires. Throw- 
ing off her royal garmenta, she would wrap herself in 
a miserable gray cloak, such as was worn by poor and 
wretched people, cover her head with a ragged veil, and 
march before her companions in the charwter of a poor 
woman, pretending to beg for bread ; and then, as if ad- 
monished by a celestial inspiration of the life which God 
had in store for her, ehe uttered these prophetic words : 
" This is the way I shall go about when I am poor and in 
misery for the love of God." 

" 0 my Qod I l1 exclaimed St. h c i s  of Sales, in narmt- 
ing this incident to his beloved Philothea, how poor this 
princesa was in her riches, and how rich in her poverty I " 1 

I frankly confess that nothing in the life of this Saint, 
which I have stiidied with so much delight, seems to me 

8 Inttoductior, to q &out Li/h, P$rt III, Chpter XV, 
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more beautiful, or more worthy of admiration and emula- 
tion, than Lhis childlike simplicity whi& may muse some 
lip to smile with diedain. To my mind, this natural 
yieldmg to all her impreesions, her smiles, her frequent 
tears, her girlish joys and anxieties, the innocent amuse 
menta of a soul which rested in the bosom of her Heavenly 
Father, mingled with aarrifices so painful, with thoughte 
so grave, with such fervent piety, with charity so active, 
so devoted, and so ardent, present the sweetest and moet 
powerful oharm. Especially in an age like ours, when all 
the flowers have withered ere the fruit is ripe, when sim- 
plicity is dead h the hearts of men, in private aa well 8s 

in social and public life, a Christian cannot study without 
emotion, and without an inward yealning, the development 
and unfolding of the soul of this Elizabeth, whose short 
life was but a prolonged and celestial childhood, a per- 
petual act of obedience to the words of our Divine Lord, 
when, taking a little child and placing him in the midst 
of Ht disciples, He said to them : " Amen I say unto you, 
unless you become as littlo children, you shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven." 1 

1 Amen dico vobir, niai ef3ciamini dcat p u d ,  non htmbitir kr 
regnum coelorurn. - 8. Matt. xviii, 8 
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CHAPTER IX 

Mittet radicem deonum et  frciet fructum r u n w  
IV Rm. XIX* 80. 

AM re flt dou rible I ' e r b g e ,  
A Dleu rervir veut son cuer met- 
C u  d comme tcmoigne 1. let- 
Vertru p h t o  d e h r  ron cuer . . . 
TOM vica de m vie o h :  
De Men r a t  (wit) : qd tel horte r 
Ne peat smeir DIeu par mom. 
Elcole fu de boner mom, 
Errmple fu de penitence 
Et droit miraouem d'innocence. 

R m ~ o r ,  MM. 

IT was impossible for Elizabeth to have practised the love 
of her neighbor with such wonderful devotion without the 
love of God having inundated and taken possession of her 
heart. To have loved her fellow creaturw as much and 
more than hemelf, she must indeed have loved Qod above 
all things. And so we see her eacli day making greater 
progress in that sublime science; each day humility, 
which had been the earlieat companion of her childhood, 
grew stronger in her soul and Wed that holy abode ; for 
it found there no opposition, according to the expression 
of one of her poetio biographers. Each day, aided by this 
divine friend, she learned the better to overcome whatever 
of worldliness remained in her heart ; so that, in spite of 
her extreme youth, in spifa of the dutiw of her st& and 
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the distractions of her position, ehe had attained a degree 
of repose and wnfidence in God which the greatest sainfa 
might have envied. 

To arrive at that state, and to maintain it, she had had 
no more efficacious and constant assistance than the faith- 
ful adherence to the commandmenfa of the Church, and 
the frequentation of the sacrarnente of that holy Mother, 
eo inexhaustible in the bene0ta which she offere to all her 
children She frequently approached holy oommuniop, 
though always with fear and reverence. Elizabeth com- 
prehended, with all the intelligence of faith, the ineffable 
price of them treasures. She assisted at divine mrvica 
with a respect mingled with fear and love, and with 
intense earneatnew. The moment she heard the bell ring, 
announcing the hour for Mass, she flew, as it were, to 
church, and always endeavored to get tl1e1.e in advance 
of her attendants As soon aa she had arrived, she made 
privately seved  genuflections, accompanied with fervent 
prayers, as so many secmt acte of confidence offel-ed to her 
Heavenly Father. 

During Mass she endeavored by exterior acte of hu- 
mility to testify the loving gratitude with which ehe was 
inspired by the sacrifice, constantly renewed, of the 
iuuocent and supreme Victim. Obliged, out of regard for 
the presence of her husband, and in order not to scandal- 
ize the faithful, to dress according to her rank, she mani- 
fested the humility of her heart by the modesty and 
reserve of her bearing ; as also in removing, in presence of 
the altar, such ornaments as she could conveniently take 
off and put on, as for instance her ducal crown, her neck- 
laces, her bracelets, her *, and her glovea She did this 
especially during the reading of the Gospel, at the moment 
of consecration, and at the communion. It happened one 
day? that during the canon of the Mase, while she was 

1 In 12U, according to Botha 
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pi.aying with fervor, her hands joined modestly and con- 
cealed beneath her cloak, and her veil rclieed so that she 
might fix her eyes upon the Sacred Host, a heavenly light 
surrounded her. The priest at the altar, 8 man of most 
saintly life and reputation, at the moment of consearation 
saw the face of the Du&w shining with a splendor so 
great that he was completely dazzled by i t ;  and up to 
the time of the communion he found himeelf surrounded 
by the rays which shone forth from around her, as though 
he had been in the bright sunlight. Filled with surprise, 
he gave glory to Gtod for having manifested by a visible 
and miraculous light the interior light of this holy soul, 
and related afterwards what he bad seen. 

She observed with the utmost care the p m p t e  of the 
Church concerning the festivals. She mnaecrated the 
holy season of Lent by the usual fast, although her age 
dispensed her from keeping it, as well aa by more frequent 
prayers and alms-deeda But no words could express the 
fervor, the love, and the pious veneration with which she 
celebrated those holy days upon which the Church recalls 
to the faithful, by such touching and expressive cere- 
monies, the sorrowful and ineffable mystery of our Re- 
demption On Holy Thurday, imitating the King of 
kings, Who on that day, rising horn the table,' laid aside 
His garments, the daughter of the King of Hungary, re- 
moving all that could recall worldly pomp, clothed herself 
in the ordinary dress of poor mendicants, and went to visit 
the churches, having on her feet a sort of buskin, which 
seems to have been worn only by the poorest classea 
The same day she humbly washed the feet of twelve poor 
persons, sometimes of lepers? and gave each of them 
twelve piecea of ailver, a woollen garment, and a loaf of 
white bread. 

She spent the entire night between Holy Thursday and 
1 John xiii, 1. 8ee page 188 
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Good Friday in prayer and meditation upon the Passion 
of our Lord. On the morning of the day upon which the 
divine sacrifice was consummated, she mid to her atten- 
danta, a Thie is a day of humiliation for all; I wish none 
of you to pay me the least mark of rape&" Clothed in 
the game costume that she had worn on the previous day, 
and conforming in every respect with the custom of the 
poor women of the county, she put in her dreee mme 
little bundles of cuarae linen, a small quantity of incame, 
and mme very small tapere ; then, barefooted, in the midst 
of the crowd, she visited all the chumhea, and kneeling 
before each altar, she deposited a bundle of linen, eome 
of the incense, and a taper; after which she proatrated 
herself humbly, and then paseed on to the next altar. 
When ahe had thus made the round of a church, ehe 
went outaide and distributed there liberal alms to the 
poor ; but as she was not retqnized, she was jostled about 
unmeroifully in the crowd, like any other woman of the 
people. 

Some persons of her court repraached her for making 
such mean offerings to the Church on this solemn owmion, 
ehe, who as princese and mvereign, ought to give an ex- 
ample of munificence; but the celestial instinct of her 
heart told her that such a day was better observed by acta 
of humility than by any other virtua She did violence to 
the exceesive generosity of her nature, in order that she 
might the more mmpletsly confound herself with the 
lowly and the humblg and offer to God that sacrifice of a 
contrite and humble heart, which He has promised n e ~  
to despiea 

On Rogation Days, which at that time were debrated 
by worldly rejoicings, and especially by a great dieplay of 
d m ,  the young Duchw always joined the prooeeeion 
clothed in a coarse woollen garment and barefooted. Dur- 
ing the sermons of the preachers, she alwaya took h a  
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p h  among the poor mendicants, and in this way fol- 
lowed in all humility, ncroee the fields, the relice of the 
Saints and the Cross of our Sadour. For, says one of her 
contemporaries, all her glory was in the Cross and the 
Passion of Chriet ; the world was crucified to her, and she 
unto the world. 

And so it was that God, Who has called Himself the 
jealous God, could not suffer the heart of His faithful s e ~  
vant to be engroseed, even for a moment, by a purely 
human thought or affection, however legitimate might be 
the object thereof. A remarkable incident, related by the 
Chaplain Berthold, and repeated by all the .historians, 
shows us to what ertent Elizabeth and her husband carried 
these holy and delicate scruples, which are as the perfume 
exhaled from the soula of the elect. On a certain occasion 
they both had themselves bled at the same time, and m 
cording to the custom of those days, the Duke had gathered 
together the knighta of the surrounding country to rejoice 
with them, and to feast during several days.* On one of 
these days, aa they were all assisting at a solemn Mass in 
the Church of St. C)eoFge of Ejeenach, the Duchess, for- 
getting the sanctity of the Holy Sacrifice, k e d  her eyes 
and thoughts upon her dearly loved husband, who was near 
her, and gazed at him for a long time, allowing herself to 
be carried away with admiration of that beauty and that 
amiability which made him so dear to alL But when she 
recovered her thoughts, at the moment of caneecration, the 

1 Being bled n u ,  during the Middle Ager, an Important snd rolemn 
M r .  When the operation WBI rucce~ful,  thank8 were returned 
therefor to God, and frlendr were invited to a f e u .  Wncer and 
noblemen made It the occorion of great rejoicing. Among young 
penonr who were betrothed i t  w u  obrerved by a beantifnl curtom. 
The yolurg man went to the h o w  of her whom he loved and aaked 
her for good blood. Hir betrothed k i ~ e d  and bleased the wound. 
The blared Henry SMO uked the bleared Virgin for thb good blood. 
See hir life, ed. Mepenbrock, p. 180. 

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



LIFE OB ST. ELIZABETH 193 

divine Spouse of her soul revealed to her how much this 
purely human preoccupation had offended Him ; for, when 
the priest elevated the wnaecrated host for the adoration 
of the people, she beheld in his hands the c m d e d  Saviour 
with His wounds all bleeding. Filled with consternation 
at this vision, she recognized her fault at once, and sank 
down before the altar with her face upon the floor, bathed 
in team, to ask pardon of God. At the conclusion of the 
mass, the Iandgrave, accustomed, no doubt, to seeing her 
wrapt in her meditations, went out with all his court, while 
she remained thus prostrated alone until dinner time. 
The banquet prepared for the numerous guesta being ready, 
and no one daring to disturb the Duchese at her prayere, 
the Duke himself came for her, and ahid very gently, 
" Denr sister, why do you not come to the table ; why do you 
keep ue waiting so lo@?" At the sound of his voice ehe 
raised her head and regarded him without saying anything ; 
and he, seeing her eyee as red as blood, from the abundance 
and violence of her tears, said to her with a troubled man- 
ner, "Dear sister, why have you wept m long and m 
bitterly 1 " And kneeling down by her aide, and having 
listened to her explanation, he began to weep and pray 
with her. After some time he rose up and said to 
Elizabeth, "Have confidence in God ; I will help you 
to do penance, and to become still better than you 
are." But as he saw that she was too much overcome 
with sadness to be able to appear in the midat of the 
court, he dried his own eyes, and went to rejoin his 
guesta, while the Duchese continued weeping for her 
fault. 

Thie young and pioua princeaa had indeed received from 
haven the gift of tears ; 1 those sweet and ,refreshing tears 
which reveal in the inmost recesses of the soul the prss- 
ence of an inexhaustible treasure of grscea and consola- 

1 Da mihi gtrtirm lacrymuum. - S. Aogrut, M s d l ,  purim. 
18 
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tion from on high. The companions of her daily life tell 
ua that her teare, however abundant they were, in no way 
marred the beauty or eerenity of her countenanca This 
gift, however, wae not pe& to her; the age in which 
she lived, Catholic people everywhere, in those happy days, 
possessed it, together with their ardent and simple faith. 
They recognized its precioue virtue, those fervent genera- 
tions who honored with such touching devotion the divine 
tear which Jesus shed over the tomb of his friend.' There 
were teare at.the bottom of all the poetry and all the piety 
of the people of the Middle Agea This blood of the soul, 
to use the words of St. Auguatine, this water qf tb Ircart, 
as it is called in our ancient romances, flowed in torrenta 
from their eyea ; for simple and pious huls  i t  waa in eome 
sort a formula of prayer, an inward, and at the same time, 
an expressive act of worship, a tender and silent offering, 
in which they participated in all the sorrow8 and all the 
merite of Jeeue Christ and His aainte, and in all the acte 
of worship of the Church. Like blessed Dominio of Pam 
dise, with their tears they washed the staim from their 
souls ; like St. Odila, they redeemed the sine of those whom 
they cherished in this world gathered up by the angels 
who bore them to the feet of the Father of All Mercy, 

1 There L atill reen a t  Veodbme, in the beautiful church of the 
Trinity, the altar a t  which w u  venerated the H d y  Tar; that ir to 
ray, one of thore which Jerw rhed over the tomb of LrzPnu (d 
Zacrymatur crt Jaw, John xi, a), with thin Inrcription: Ad burturn 
amlci Chllrtw olim flenr dedit tertem h c  m o l l q u a  et doloria 
Irrcrymam. The illurtdour Mabillon publirhed a rpecid treatire de- 
fending the authenticity of thh holy relic, which ' M e n  conterted. 

s She redeemed the r o d  of her father by weeping during five dap 
and five nightr, ro that rhe w u  made blind thereby. For that reuon 
rhe ir the prtronerr of thorn having any dic t ion  of the eyar. There 
ir rtill rhown on Mount St. Odila, in h c e ,  the Chapel of Teur 
(ZaehrenCapelle), where rhe made thh ucriflce; and a foul~trin, to 
which pilgrimr come from afar in rearch of the waten u a rovereign 
remedy for d i rewr  of the eye. 
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they were counted by Him as a preciona gift of repentance 
and holy 1ove.l 

And it was not weak women alone, nor alone ignorant 
people, who felt the smeetneas and the power of team It 
ie only necessary to open a t  hazard a history of those cen- 
turiee to see on every page how prince%, kings, knighta, 
and whole armiee gave vent to their emotions in sincere 
and involuntary tears. All these men of iron, all theae 
brave and invincible soldiere, carried in their breaet a 
heart as tander and simple as that of a child. They had 
not yet learned to crush the natural innocence of their 
feelings, or to be ashamed of them. They had not yet 
dried up and chilled the source of natural, pure, and strong 
emotions, of that divine dew which enrichee and embel- 
lishea lifa Who doea not remember the sobe and the 
immortal tears of Godfrey and the b t  Crusaders at the 
sight of that tomb of Christ, which they had conquered 
after ouch marvellous exploita and such severe triale 1 
Iater on, Richard &ur de Lion wept bitterly at the 
eight of Jerusalem, which he was unable to save;' and 
the confessor of St. Louis relates of his penitent, that 
a when these words of the litany were said: Merciful 
Lord aod, we beaeech Thee to give ua a fountain of team? 
the holy king said devoutly : ' 0 Lord God I I dare not a& 
a fountain of teare ; I but ask that Thou wouldst give me 
little drop of tsars to bedew the sterility of my heart,' . . . 
And he acknowledged privately to his confessor that our 
Lord alwaye gave him teare in his prayers ; which, when 

1 A poor woman wept one day in church for her rim; the bbhop 
who w u  at the dtu u w  a dove come and gather up her bur and 
bear them away to heaven.-qrimm, .YoL III, p. 40. 

9 Joinrille, p. 116, ed. 1761. 8ee dro the admirable rcene of the 
C d e n  and the Venetlanr, in le04, nurated by Villehudouin. 

8 In the ancient litnnier, of the ninth century, we flnd the following 
rene: Vt c o m p l ~ e l l i m  cordir a( fontam &crymarum nobi~ d w ,  fr 
ragornu#, &. 

Private Use Only



196 LIFE OF ST. ELIZABETH 

he felt them gently etealing down hia cheeks, eeemed 
sweet and delicious, not only to his heart but a h  to his 
taste." 1 

1 The Cmfiuor, p EM+ ap. Mahelet, Hut. of Frclllos. The Ehn- 
circrn Breriuy, fn the Olsce of St. Lo&, .Ira prrirer hir udduity in 
team : Lacrymarum aariduibr. 

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



CHAPTER X 

How ST. ELIZABETH BECAME KNOWN TO THE CILOBIOUB 
ST. FBANCIS; HIS APFEUTIONATE REGARD POB BEB; 
& ~ T E B  WNBAD OF U U B G  CHOBEN AB BEB 
DIERUTOR 

De panpertatir homo 
Sanctur Randsaw aatiat 
Torbarn Chrirti famellcun, 
In ria ne defldrt; 
1- pmat  ad gloriun, 
Et vitae vhrn amp1i.t. 
Pro p r n m f l r  copia 
Begnnt diver In patria, 
Reger ribi rnbatitnena, 
Qnor btc ditat Inopia. 

Atlthdm OJthd Ftunchxm Bmialy. 

F B ~ M  what has been thus far related of the life and char- 
a& of Elizabeth, me may readily comprehend the rela- 
tionship which existed between her soul and that of the 
glorious mendicant of Christ who was than filling Italy 
with the light of his wonderful power. Ood did not wiah 
this interior alliance to remain unfruitful and unknown ; 
on the contrary, it waa deetined to become a fruitful 
e o m  of consolation for His faithful servant, and of bleaa- 
ings for the whole of dear Gtermany. A remarkable 
analogy already existed between their exterior livea. The 
m e  1207, that had-%tneesed the birth of Elizabeth 
in the mid& of sovereign p d e u r  in Hungary had a h  
w i t n d  the reganeration in Christ of St. Franoia Be 
ahe, the daughter of a powerful king and the grand- 
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daughter of Charleanape, came into the world surrounded 
by all the splendor of royalty, he, the son of the merchant 
Bemardon, renounced his poor inheritance, his family, and 
his honor, for the love of Gtod ; and beaten, imprisoned by 
his father, delivered from confinement by the love of his 
mother, covered with mud and hooted at by .his fellow 
citizens, he stripped himself of his last garment, that he 
might go forth alone and naked to the conquest of the 
world. Elizabeth did not need this second birth; from 
the beginning she waa prepared for heaven, and from her 
very infancy her heart had offered a fertile and pure field 
for that seed of strength and life which the hand of Francis 
was to scatter over the Christian world, and of which Gtod 
reserved for her the privilege of being one of the first and 
moet illustrious depositaries 

It is not within my province to relate here the wondelc 
ful history of the triumphs of St. Francis in Italy from 
the time that he commenced preaching; I must needs 
confine myself to the facts which bear directly upon the 
life of St. Elizabeth. Within a few years the commotion 
annured by the words of the new apostle among torpid 
and lukewarm souls became so general, the revolution 
operated in all the social and private relations of life was 
so violent, that it became necessary for him to adopt 
some method for regulating and moderating the power 
which God permitted him to exercise. At every step he 
met with a multitude of men who were ready to abandon 
their wives and children to consecrate themaelvea with 
him to poverty and to the preaching of the Qospel, and 
women who manifested their readinas to renounoe their 
duties aa wives and mothers to become inmatea of the 
monastery in which Clara, his rival and his sister, pr+ 
sided over the austerities of the poor Clarea. P h d  in 
the painful alternative of stifling the salutary germs which 
were developing in their hearts, or of inducing a danger- 
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ous revolt against bonds consecrated by God Himself, he 
resorted to a middle course, which heaven blessed, aa it 
did sll hie other worke. He promised this multitude of 
faithful souls, so eager to obey him, a special rule of life, 
by which Chriatiana engaged in domestio life might be- 
come associated with his religious by a community of 
prayer, of good works, and of penance, without sundering 
those bonds which Gtod Himself haa consecrated. At 
first he gave t h i ~  rule of life orally to a number of the 
faithful of both sexes, who hastened to put it in practice, 
especially at Florence and in the neighboring cities. They 
congratulated themselves daily upon having found the 
mesna, even outaide the walls of the monastery, of re- 
nouncing the dangerous joys and excesses of the world. 
Francis, seeing the fervor and the number of the members 
of this association constantly increasing, gave them the 
name of Penitmta of th mird Ordcr, aa forming the 
third branch of his family, which already embraced 
the Friara Minor, of whom he waa the immediate head, 
and the religious of St. Clara; and in 1221 he wrote and 
published the rule which he had prescribed for them. 
According to ita principal provisions i t  was necessary, in 
order to be admitted to the order, that the husband should 
obtain the consent of hie wife to do so; it waa further 
neceaaary that the applicant should have repaired all 
wro11gs of whatever nature he might have committed, 
and be publicly reconciled with a l l  hie enemiea. Whilat 
not abandoning their family or their social position, they 
were required to dress plainly and unpretentiouely, and 
were not allowed to bear arms except in defence of the 
country or of the Church.' They could take no part in 
festivities, dancing, or any other profane amusements; 
in addition to the abstinence and fast prescribed by the 

1 They might k dbpensed from the obrewance of there two uticlea 
when the dutier of their porition required it. 
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Church, they were required to abstain from meat on 
Monday and Wedneeday, and to fast from the Feast of 
St. Martin until Chrietmas, and on every Wednesday and 
Friday in the year ; to m i s t  at Maes every b y ;  to receive 
holy communion on the t h e  great feasts of Easter, Pen- 
tecost, and Chiatmas; to recite every day some special 
prayers; and to visit the brothers and sisters of the order 
in their sickneea, and to attend their obeequies. Thia 
rule, as may be seen, merely established a sort of msoci- 
ation or pious confraternity, and in no sense a monastic 
order. It wae not until later that the Third Order, by 
adopting the use of solemn vows, took on the latter char- 
acter, which i t  still preserves at the present time in the 
countriee where it exists. 

The immense and rapid growth of the Order of St. 
Francis is one of the most remarkable, m well as one of 
the best established facta of this period, and we may 
believe that the Church was especially indebted for ita 
progress to the association of the Third Order. A count- 
less number of Christians of both sexea daily became 
aWited therewith; Italy, France, and Qermrrny were 
successively invaded by this new army. It waa an ele- 
ment which had to be taken into amount in the affairs 
of the world, for the enemiea of the Church soon perceived 
the powerful obstacles which they would have to en- 
counter in an organization which embraced the faithful 
of every age and of every rank and profession, the soldier 
as well se the merchant, the prieet as well aa the jurist, 
the prince as well as the y a n t ;  and in which the 
obligation of a severe and exact compliance with the 
duties of religion would nwsar i ly  strengthen the bond8 
of affection and obedience which united them to the 
immortal Spouse of Christ, while leaving them in the 
midst of society and the world to develop there freely 
that devotion and love which had been newly rekindled 

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



LIFE OF ST. EUABETH 20 I 

in their.hearta. The Emperor Frederick 11 I heard to 
complain publicly that he found in the Third Order an 
impediment to the execution of his projects against the 
Holy See ; and hie chancellor, Pietro delle Vigne, states in 
hie lettere that all Christianity seemed to have entered 
therein, and that owing to this institution and the progress 
it had made, the power of heaven had become here on 
earth more formidable and more aggressive than that of 
the world. 

I t  was in 1221, the eame year in which St. Francis 
published the rule of the Third Order, that hia religious 
established themselves permanently in Germany. They 
certainly could not have found anywhere more sympathy 
and encouregement than they met with from the young 
and pious Duchess of Thuringia She soon gave them 
every mark of zealous devotion and all the support in her 
power. She commenced by building in the very heart of 
her capital, at Eisenach, a Franciscan convent and church, 
immediately upon their introduction into Germany. She 
then chose as her confessor Brother Rodinger, one of the 
first Germans who had embraced the seraphic rule, and a 
religious distinguished for his zeal, who cherished a sin- 
cere attachment for her throughout hie entire life. In  
consequence of these new relations, all that she heard 
related concerning St. Francis himself idamed her young 
heart with an ardent affection for him, and a sort of h e -  
sistible impulse urged her to walk in the footsteps of this 
most illustrious example of all the virtues which she most 
esteemed. She chose him from that time as her patron 
and spiritual father. Having learned from the new- 
comers of the existence of the Third Order in Italy, and 
the other countries where the family of St. Francis had 
already spread, she was impreesed with the advantages 
which this a6liation offered to a fervent Christian. She 
could see in it a sort of special consecration given to the 
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mortifioationa and pioua p r a c t h  which of her own a d  
she had imposed upon herself; she therefore humbly 
asked her huband's permhion to be admitted to the 
order, and having obtained it without dficulty, she 
hastaned to contmt this firet bond of union with the 
Saint who was soon to see her coming to reign by his side 
in heaven. She was the f h t  in Germany to w i a t e  
herself with the Third Order ; ahe observed the rule with 
scrupulous fidelity; and we may well believe that the 
example of a princees so exalted by her rank and so re- 
nowned for her piety could not have been without M u -  
ence upon the rapid growth of this inetitutioa 

Francis waa soon informed of the precious conquest 
which hia missionaries hed made in the person of E l h  
beth. He learned at the same time of her a5liation with 
hie Order, of the attachment which she bore him, and of 
the sweet virtuee by which she was edifying and blessing 
Thuringia. He waa filled with gratitude aud admiration, 
and often spoke of her to Cardinal Hugolin, the protector 
of his Order, a nephew of Innocent 111, and aftexwards 
Pope himself under the name of Gregory IX. The c a ~ .  
dinal, who was destined later on to afford hie proWion 
to Elizabeth on earth, and to consecrate her glory in 
heaven, already entertained an affectionate regard for her ; 
and this sentiment was only incmased by the sympathy 
which he found the Duchess bore for this apostle, whose 
principal support he waa, 8e. well aa his intimate and 
tender friend. He could therefore but strengthen Fnmois 
in his affectionate sentiments towarde her. The exem- 
play humility of which this princeas, still so young, waa 
a model, her austere and fervent piety, her love of poverty, 
often formed the subject of their familiar conversations. 
One day the cardinal recommended the Saint to send the 
Duchess a pledge of hia affection and remembrance ; and 
3 the aamg time be b w  from bia shouldera the poor old 
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do& which covered him, bidding him to send it at once 
to his daughter in Germany, the humble Elizabeth, ae a 
tribute due to the humility and poverty which she pro- 
feaeed, and at the same time aa a testimonial of hi8 recog- 
nition of the servicea which she had already rendered the 
order. I want," said he, " that, since she is full of your 
epirit, you should leave her a heritage like to that which 
Eliaa left to his disciple Eliseue." The Saint obeyed his 
friend, and sent to her whom he might eo juatly call his 
daughter this modest gift, accompanied by a letter, in 
which he rejoiced with her for all the gracea which God 
had conferred upon her and for the good usage she had 
made of them. 

It is m y  to conceive the gratitude with which Eliza- 
beth received this gift, so precious in her eyes ; she proved 
it by the value which she always attached to ita poseemion. 
She always wore it when offering her prayers to obtain 
any special grace from our Lord; and when later she 
renounced, without any reservation whafeoever, the pas- 
session of anything of her own, she found means to pre- 
serve this dear cloak of her poor father to the time of her 
death. She bequeathed it then, as her most precious 
jewel, to a friend. I t  was afterwards preserved with the 
great& care, as a relic doubly sanctified, by the Teutonic 
Knighta at Weissenfela, in the diocese of Spire; and 
Bivther Berthold, a celebrated preacher of that period, 
related to the judges in the p m s  of Elizabeth, that he 
had often eeen it and touched it with veneration, as the 
glorious banner of that poverty which had conquered the 
world and all ita pomp8 in so many heark 

It was under the shadow of this banner that Elizabeth 
was to gather, in the secrecy of her soul, the strength 
neewary to obtain later on the brilliant victory over the 
world and over her own heart, which Gtod reeerved for 
her ; united henceforth by an intimate and filisl bond with 
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the seraphic man, she was to make still greater progreee 
in that straight and thorny path which leads to eternal 
life, and which ahe was to traverse in so few yearn. 

She was scarcely seventeen yeare of age when she lost 
her Franciscan confewor, Father Rodinger, who had guided 
her first step in the path of St. Francis. 

I t  was neoeseary to choose some one to fill his place, 
and the Duke, whom Elizabeth had consulted in her per- 
plexity, and who was troubled by the fact that she did 
not seem to him to be su5ciently instructed in the Holy 
Scripturea and in the science of religion, wrote to the 
Pope, and asked him to appoint a wise and enlightened 
director for his wile. The Sovereign Pontiff mplied that 
he knew no more pious or more learned a priest than 
Master Conrad of Marburg, who had studied at Paris, 
and who at that time exercised the functions of Apostolio 
Commissary in Germany. In fact, Master Conrad was 
then held in the higheet eerteem among the clergy and the 
faithful. He shone in Germany, eay hie contemporaries, 
like a brilliant star. With great learning he united 
morals of an exemplary purity and a constant practice of 
evangelical poverty. He had renounced not only all the 
temporal posseasions to which his noble birth entitled 
him, but likewise every ecclesiastical dignity and benefice ; 
for which reason many historians have placed him in one 
of the mendicant orders which were spreading themselves 
at that t h e  in the Christian world ; but it ia more prob 
able that he always remained a secular priest. His ex- 
terior was simple, modest, and even austere ; his dress 
strictly clerical; his eloquence exerted a powerful influ- 
ence over souls. He travelled throughout the whole of 
Germany on the back of a little mule. Wherever he 
went, an immense crowd of priests and laymen followed 
him, to receive from hia lips the bread of divine doctrine. 
He  inspired all who liatened to him with love or fear, 
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aceording as he spoke to fervent Chrietiana or to commu- 
nities infested with heresy. The great Innocent 111 had 
confided to him the functions of Commissary of the Holy 
Office in Gemany, with the special mission of combating 
the threatening progress of the heresies of the Vaudoie, 
the Waldenses, and others of like character who had 
made their way into the countries beyond the m e ,  
and menaced the Church there with the same evila that 
they had M c t e d  upon Southern F m n a  He was at the 
same time charged with the duty of preaching the Cru- 
sade, and succeeded more than once in arousing the 
lukewarmness of the German people in behalf of these 
religious expeditions, with a zeal and a constancy worthy 
of Innocent himself. The two successors of this pontiff, 
Honoriua 111 and Gregory IX, continued to intrust these 
duties to him, and he proved himself worthy of all their 
confidence by the perseverance, the d, and the indomi- 
table courage which distinguiehed his career. During his 
twenty yeam devoted to this work, he never shrank before 
any obstade or opposition, however formidable it may 
have been ; neither princea nor bishops even, escaped his 
severe justice, when they appeared to him to merit it, any 
more than poor laymen ; and to this absolute impartiality 
may be attributed the great popularity which he acquired 
in the discharge of his ditticult duties. He was, says one 
of his contemporaries, the formidable denouncer of all 
vices, the terror of all tyrants, and the indefatigable per- 
secutor of heretica He ended, as we ahall m, by becom- 
ing the victim of his own severity ; but the violent death 
which waa inflicted upon him by thoee whom he had 
pursued did not procure for him the supreme honors 
accorded by the Holy See to St. Peter Parentice and to 
St. Peter of Verona, who died as he did, about the same 
time, martyrs of the Faith. 

Conrad, who was probably known to the Duke Louis 
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before having been specially recommended to him by the 
Pope, soon inspired him with so much confidence and 
respect that, by a solemn act, sealed by himaelf and his 
brothers, he invested this simple prieet with the author- 
ity to confer upon the moat worthy individuals all the 
eccleaiasticsl benefices over which he exercieed the rights 
of advowson or oollation. This m y  the best response that 
he could make to the exhortatione which Conrad had 
addressed to him upon the scrupulow solicitude which he 
ought to 0b8e~e  in the exerciae of a right so important 
for the aalvation of souls. You oomrnit a greater 
offence," the zealow p&er had said to him, "when 
you confer a church or an altar (that is to say, the bene- 
fice attached to officiating at an altar) upon an ignorant or 
unworthy priest, than if in battle you were to kill fifty 
or sixty men with your own handa" Louin then besought 
him to undertake the duties of spiritual director of his 
wife, and Conrad consented to do so as much out of 
regard for the piety of the Prince aa on account of the 
recommendation of the Sovereign Pontiff. 

When the young Duchess, who, aa we have aid, was 
but seventeen years of age, learned that a man so re 
nowned for his sanctity and learning was to devote his 
special a r e  to her, she was filled with humility and grati- 
tude. She prepared herself for what she regarded as a 
celestial favor by fasting and increased mortification. 
She often said, " Poor siuful woman that I am, I am not 
worthy that this holy man should give me his care. My 
God, how much I thank Thee for Thy gram l J J  When 
she was informed that Conrad was coming, she went out 
to meet him and threw herself at his feet, saying, llMy 
spiritual father, deign to receive me as you  daughter in 
God. I am unworthy of you ; but I recommend myself to 
you for the love of my brother." Conrad, seeing in this 
humility, so precocioue and so profound, of a young and 
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powerful princese a preaage~ of the future glory of her 
aoul, could not refrain from exclaiming, "0 Lord Jeaus, 
what wonders Thou doet work in souls that are Thine I " 
and he repeatedly expressed the joy which this meeting 
gave him. He became her confmr  from that time forth, 
and devoted himself with his accustomed d to the care 
of this precious plant, whose growth for heaven he was 
charged to watch over. Soon the inahct of the epiritual 
life developed with so much inkwitty in Elirabeth'e soul, 
her aspirations towarda the perfection of a Christian life 
became so frequent and so earnest, that Conrad found her 
one day, as he himself wrote to the Pope, bathed in tears 
and lamenting bitterly that her parents had deatined her 
to the married state, arid that ehe had been unable, in 
passing through this mortal life, to preserve the flower 
of her virginity to offer it to sod. 

In spite, however, of thew regrets, inepired by her fer- 
vor, aa remarks one of her historians, the love which she 
bore her husband was none the leaa tender or ardenk 
On his part, far from impeding her progreas in the path 
upon which Conrad waa leading her, he co-operated therein 
ae much aa he could, and he did not hesitate to per- 
mit her to take a vow of perfect obedience to all the 
directions of her confessor which should not be contrary 
to the righta and just authority of marring& She added 
thereto the vow of perpetual continence in case she were 
to become a widow. She took theae two vowa in the year 
1226, at the age of eighteen, with a certain solemnity, her 
hands placed between those of her confewor, in the church 
of the religious of St. Catherine, at Eisenach, for which 
ehe had a special affection. She obaerved this vow of 
obedience with the strictest fidelity, and with that unre- 
served humiliQ which always distinguiehed her, offering 
to God such a a d c e s  aa were most painful to her. We 
have seen already the great care and scrupulous exactnaee 
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which she exembed in complying with the pmhibition 
that Conrad had made her regarding the nee of articles of 
food on the Duke's table, the origin of which seemed to 
her to be fraught with injustim to the poor peoplal Tnre 
to the inflexible austerity of his character, and recognizing 
in her no more than a simple Chrietian, he did not modify 
by any coneideration the voluntary yoke which she had 
imposed upon herself, and from that time treated her with 
a severity which muet have i n d  her merit before 
God. 

One day he sent for her to oome and hear him preach ; 
but she being detained at the moment by her sister-in-law, 
the Margravine of Mienia, who had come to pay her a 
visit, did not mpond to his invitation. Annoyed by her 
disobedience, and by her having thue lost the indulgence 
of twenty days, which the Pope had granted to all who 
should be present at his sermons, he sent word to her 
that henceforth he should decline to have the cam of her 
soul. But the following morning she hastened to him, 
and begged him most earneatly to reconsider this cruel 
reeolution, and to pardon her fault. He ref& harahly 
at first ; 6naI.l~ she prostrated herself at hie feet, and after 
having besought him for a long time in this position, 
obtained at length his favor, on condition that she should 
perform a severe penance, which was imposed upon her, 
aa well aa upon her maids of honor, to whom Conrad im- 
puted a share in her disobedience, and who received a 
harsh punishment 

1 See p. 172 
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TaE GBACES WHICH WERE MANIFESTED BY om LORD 
IN THE PERSON OB DEAR ST. ELIZABETH 

Sacti tui, Domine, dorebunt, et ricnt odor b d m d  emit  ante te. 
BOY. Batv, Ani. of th Common of Aporibr and Martyrs. 

BAVINGI thus presented the general fecrtureg of Elizabeth's 
life during the whole time of her union with the Duke 
Louis, it is necessary that I should go b k  to the early 
days of her married life, to relate some of the occufiencee 
which varied the uniformity of that life, and which at 
the same time were touching prooh of the favor of God 
towards His humble servant 

In the year 1221, shortly after the nuptials of the 
DuQeee, King Andrew, her father, who some years pm- 
viously had joined the Crueaders, and was then refurn- 
ing from a glorious expedition in Egypt,' learned from a 
reliable source of the marriage of bie daughter; that she 
had really become the Duchees of Thuringia 

The better to aasure himeelf of the hot, he charged four 
noblemen of hie court, who were going on a pilgrimage to 
Bix-la-Chapelle? to return by the way of Thuringia, and 

1 It had luted three yeur (1818-1881), daring which the Cruden 
had Wen Damletta, Hellopolio, etc. 

s Since the relgn of King St. Stephen, the Hungulmr had been'@ 
crrrtomed to go in great numben on the pilgrirnrge to Aix-lcChapelle 
to venerate the great relica which Chmlemrgne had deporited there. 
In 1874, or, according to othen, in 1889, King Lodo of Hungary went 
there himaelf with a stately retinae, and built a chapel d e d  the 
Hunguknr', which he richly endowed in honor, u we are told in the 

14 
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to bring him full particulara qardhg  his daughter, her 
method of life, the conditione of her oourt and of the 
county in which ehe lived ; and at the eame time to invite 
her to come to Hungary, awmpanied by her huaband, to 
give joy to the declining daye of her father, for he longed 
to aee them both 

The noblemen, after having mmmpliehed their pilgrim- 
age at the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Aix-laCbpelle, in 
returning took the route by way of Thuringia aa requested, 
inatead of by Franconia, and arrived one day at Wartburg. 
The Landgrave received them most codally. But he 
bethought himself at once that hie wife had no clothee in 
which suitably to appear before his gueats ; that ehe had 
already cut up her wedding garmente, and had them made 
over in shapea more agreeable to her modeety, and that 
there waa not time then to order new onea Full of anxiety 
on this account, he went to her room, and f3nding her 
there, said, My dear sister, some friends have just arrived 
from your father's &; I am sure they have come to 
see what sort of a life you are leading with me, and to as- 
certain whether you really have the retinue of a duchesa 
How are you going to make your appearance before them 1 
You are so much taken up with your poor that you do not 
think of youreelf ; you never want to wear anything but 
these miserable clothes, which are a mortification to ue 
both. What a reproach it will be to me when they return 
to Hungary and say that I permit you to want for clothes, 
and that they found you in so pitiable a condition I And 
indption,  of the Bleared Virgiu, St. Ann, St. Stephen, St. Emmeric, 
St. I*rdirlu, S t  Eliubeth, m d  other uintr of Hungary. The pflgrimr 
of that nation enjoyed very important pririleger up to the time of the 
revolution. Ar ir known, even at the present time thtr holy pilgrimage 
ia made by luge  nnmben at the time of the exporition of the grmt 
rellcr. whfch o c o m  every reven yeur. In 1989 fifty-four thouand 
pilgrims went there. In 1498 there were a hundred and forty-two 
thourand in a ringle dsy. 
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yon see them ia not time now for me to order others made 
which would be suitable to your rank and mine!' But 
she replied sweetly to him, My dear husband and brother, 
don't let that give you any anxiety, for I am reaolved never 
to permit my glory to be dependent upon my clothes. I 
shall be able to excuse myeelf to these noble gentlemen, 
and I will exert m y d  to treat them with so much affa- 
bility and gayety that I shall be quite ae pleasing to them 
as though I wore the moat beautiful garments." She had 
recourse at once to prayer, and asked God to render her 
agreeable to her frienda; then, having d r d  hereelf as 
well as she could, she went to meet her huaband and the 
envoys from her father. 

Not only did she charm them by the cordiality of her 
welcome, by the sweetness and amenity of her manners, 
and by her beauty, wbich shone with a peculiaF brilliancy 
and freahneea,' but, to the great surprise of the Duke, and 
the great admiration of the strangers, she appeared to 
them clothed in garments of magnificent ailk, and wrspt 
in a mantle of blue velvet studded all wer with the moet 
precious pearla The Hungarians declared that the Queen 
of h c e  could not have been as richly dressed? after 
a brilliant feast, the Duke earnestly beeought his gueeta to 
remain longer with him ; but aa they excused themaelves 
on the ground that their cornpadone on their pilgrimage 
would not wait for them, he went down with them to the 
city, defrayed all the expenaea which their retinue had 
been put to there, and accompanied them a certain dia- 
tan- on their way. Then returning in all haste to his 

1 Et fu tant bele et color& 
Comme rore at la math&. 

Moine Robert, Mar. 

In dl the monurnentr of the Middle Ager it b inruisbly the 
Queen of h c e  who ir reprerented M the model of bmuv and 
mrlplidcenca 
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wife, he inquired how ehe had managed to clothe herself 
thus. Elizabeth replied with a sweet and affectionate 
emile, "You see what our Lord can do when it eo pleasea 
Him." 

Seved authora give a diffexent version of this miracle.' 
They say that as the report of -betb'e virtue8 was 
spread everywhere, a powerful lord (aocording to some it 
was the Emperor himaelf) came to travel through the 
States of the Landgrave. The latter went to meat him, and 
deeired to entertain him in hie &a But the etranger 
declined to acuept the invitation d e 8 8  the Duke would 
promise at the m e  time to permit him to see the Ducheaa 
and talk with her. Louie willingly coneanted to thh, and 
conducted the nobleman to Wartburg. After a grand 
feaet, he reminded the Duke of hie promiee, and the latter 
eent word to Elizam who was ia her oratmy, to tome 
and speak with him. But she had, according to her CUE- 
tom, given away to the poor all her clothing and articlee 
of adornment, so that she secretly sent word to her hue- 
band, humbly begging him to exmee her thie time, beauae 
ehe had no costume suitable to appear in before hie gueeta 
But the nobleman atill insisting, Louie rose from the table 
and went himself to urge her to come, reproaching her 
gently for not having obeyed him at fireti She replied 
that she would follow him immediately. " My good 
eweet husband," ahe added, " I will go and do as you wish 
me to, for it would be great folly on my part to contradict 
you in anything. I am youre, my lord ; I am given to you, 
and I have always loyally obeyed you, and in future I 
ehall in like manner do whateoever you wish me to, for, 
after Christ, you are my lord." 
When he had left her, she threw herself on her knees 
1 There are: the Francircao mannroript of Heidelberg, that of the 

Bollandirtr at Bnurela, the poem of Brother Bobert lo the Royal 
Library, the Parriond, eta. 
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and said, Lord Jesus Chriat, most olement and faithful 
Father, sweet comforter of the poor, and of all those who 
are in trouble, faithful friend and helper of all who confide 
in Thee, come to the assistance of Thy poor servant who 
haa stripped. herself of al l  her garments for the love of 
Thee." Immediately an angel appeared and eaid to her, 
0 noble spew of the King of Heaven, behold what God, 

Whom thou hast loved so much, sende thee from heaven ; 
thou shalt clothe thyself with this garment, and crown 
thyself with this crown, as a sign of thy eternal glory!' 
She thanked God, and putting on the garment and the 
mown, presented herself in the banquet hall. Seeing her 
eo richly dreseed and so beautiful, all the gueate were 
startled, for her face was resplendent like that of an angel 
She seated herself in their midst, and greeted them with 
c o W t y  and gayety ; her conversation was sweeter than 
honey, so that they found more nourishment in her words 
than in all the dishes of the feast The nobleman, de- 
lighted at having seen &beth, whom he deeired so 
much to know, took hie departure. The Duke 8ooom- 
panied him a certain distance, then returned in all haste 
to hie wife, and asked where she had got these garments, 
She could not conceal the fact from him. Then the pious 
Prince exclaimed, "Indeed God is good to us l I t  is a 
pleaeure to serve so good a Master, Who comes eo faithfully 
to the help of His own. I, too, wish to be always more 
and more His servantn The following year (1222) in 
accordance with the invitation which the envoys of King 
Andrew had given them in his name, the Duke Louis 
escorted Elizabeth to Hungary. He confided the care of his 
S tah ,  during hie absence, to the Counts of Muhlberg, 
Gleiahen, and others, and took with him as hie escort the 
Counta of Stolberg, Schwartzburg, Besenburg, and Beich- 
lingen and a great number of noblemen, among whom was 
Rudolph of Varila, the eon of Lord Qaultier, who eleven 
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years before had gone to Hungtrry in queet of Elhbeth  
He had succeeded hie father, not only in the duties* of 
grand c u p k r ,  but especially in hie faithful devotion 
to the Duchese. The latter had as her companions on 
thb journey the wives of the oounta that I have just 
named, and a great number of noble Isdiea King 
Andrew received his daughter and son-in-law with great 
joy. They spent a considerable time at hie MI&, and 
assisted at many feasts and tournaments given in their 
honor, in which the Thuringian knights ee-y dia- 
tinguished themselvee. They aesieted also at the nuptials 
of the King, who married, as his second wife, Yolande 
of Conrtenay, daughter of the Emperor Francis of 
&nstantinople. Bndrew on this occasion loaded them 
with presents, especially of precious stones of great value. 
All the knights cmd ladies of their suite, and even the 
least of the servants, received rich gifta from the King. 
He had a carriage of peculiar shape COnst~Cted expresely 
to hold all the gold and the gems which his daughter waa 
to take with her. When the hour of their departure I d  
arrived, the King led them out on a grand hunt, for Duke 
Louie was a great huntsman. Then they separated, and 
the Duke, greatly pleased, returned to Thuringia with his 
wife, his retinue of attendants, and his newly acquired 
riches. 

Some time after hia return, the Duke married hia sister 
the beautiful Agnes, the companion of Elizabeth's child- 
hood, to Henry, Duke of Austria ; 1 and, whether to honor 
this occasion, or to celebrate hie return to hie Statee, he 
gave a grand feast at Wartburg, to which he invited a l l  
the oounta and principal noblemen of hie duchy, with 
their wives. Aa they were about to be seated at the table, 
it was noticed that the Duchese was not present. She had 

1 Agner w u  the grandmother of the young Frederick, Duke of 
A w t h  Baden, who died on the rcaffold with Condin of Swabla. 
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not come, according to ouetom, to take water and wash her 
hands with her husband's guests. They all deolsred that 
they did not wish to commence till the Duchess had 
arrived. In the meantime, Elizabeth, in returning from 
the church to the banquet ball, had seen lying on the 
steps of the s t a h  a poor unfortunate man, almost naked, 
who seemed so sick and feeble that she wondered how he 
could have gotten up from the city to the castle in his 
condition. As soon as he saw her, he begged her, in the 
name of Christ, to give him some assistance. She replied 
that she had not time to do so; moreover, that she had 
nothing left to give him, but that she would send him 
something to eat from the feast. The poor man, however, 
continued to cry out in a loud voice, beeeeching her to 
give him eomething right away; till M y  the Duchess, 
moved with compassion, took off the elegant silk mantle 
which she wore and threw it to him. The beggsr took it, 
and rolling it up hurried away. Elizabeth thus left with- 
out 8 mantle over her dress, which was quite contrary to 
the custom of that period, did hot dare to go into the 
banquet hall, but went to her mom, where she recom- 
mended herself to God. The seneechal, who had witnessed 
all that had taken plsce, went at once and related the 
facts to the Duke, in the presence and hearing of all the 
gaeata, saying to him, "Tell us, my lord, whether you 
think what our dear lady, the Ducheea, has just done, is 
reasonable. While so many noble gentlemen are waiting 
here for her, she is engaged in clothing the poor, and she 
hae just given away her mantle to a baggar!' The good 
Landgrave smiled, and mid, I will go and see what the 
trouble is ; she will join ua presently!' Leaving hie guests 
,for a moment, he went up to her apartmen@ and add to 
her, "My dearly loved sister, are you not coming to dine 
with ua 1 We should have been seated a long time had 
we not been waiting for youn " I am quite ready to do 
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aa yo11 wish me to, my dear. brother," she replied. "But 
where ie the mantle which you wore when you went to 
church 1 " inquired the Duke. I have given it away, my 
good brother," she said ; " but if it be all the eame to you, I 
will come aa I am." At theee worda, one of her chamber 
maids said to her : Madam, on my way here I saw your 
mantle hanging on ite nail in the closet ; I will go and get it 
for you" And she returned immediately with the same 
mantle that the beggar had just carried away. Elizabeth 
threw herself on her knees for a moment to thank God, 
then rose and accompanied her huaband to the dinner 
table. While all the noble company, and especially the 
Duke of Autria and his young wife, were enjoying them- 
eelves, the Landgrave Louie waa serious and recollected, 
for he was thinking within himself of all the numeroue 
graces ,which God was conferring upon hie Elizabeth. 
Who can doubt," adds one of her pious and nave hie- 

torians, " that an angel from heaven brought back the 
mantle, and it waa Ohriat Himeelf who had taken the form 
of a poor naked beggar, to prove His beloved Elizabeth, aa 
at another time He did the glorious St. Martin 1 " Thu 
He had adorned Hie own sweet flower Elizabeth, thb lily 
of purity and faith, with a beauty euch aa Solomon could 
not have had in all hie glory? 

But God reserved for this noble and pioua couple a gift 
yet sweeter and dearer to their hearts. The moet precious 
bleseing of wedded life could not be refused by the Al- 
mighty to the husband and wife who in the sight of all 
were the model of a Chrietian union. He gave 'to hie 
faithful servant the grace of maternity, aa a reward here 
on earth for the purity of her soul and body. 

In the year 1223, Elizabeth, at the age of sixteen, be= 

1 Thtr mantle waa prererred until the fifteenth century by the Rmn- 
circanr at Eirenach, who had made from it an ornament wed in the 
Matr. 
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came a mother for the first time. Be the time of her 
confinement approached, she waa removed, in accordanw 
with her own wishes, to the castle of Crewburg, on the 
Wem, a few leagues from Eieenach. She waa much more 
quiet there than s t  Wartburg, and found herself also nearer 
her husband, who had gone to hold the States of Heme 
at Marburg. Many noble ladies came there to aasist her, 
and to watch with her night and day. On the 28th of 
March, three days after the Feast of the Annunciation of 
of our Lady, she gave birth to her firat child. The Duke 
had been unable to leave Marburg in time to be with her, 
and it was there that the news was brought to him that 
a son had been born to him. Louie, in the height of hie 
joy, richly rewarded the meseenger, and started at once 
to rejoin the young mother. He arrived in seaeon to be 
present at the baptism of the child, and gave him the 
name of Hermann, in memory of hie own father. To 
M i f y  hie gratification at the birth of this eon, he had the 
wooden bridge, which leads tq the city of Creueburg, re- 
built in stone. Thh bridge still exists, with a beautiful 
Gothic chapel oomecrated to St. Liborius, Bbhop of Le 
Mane. A year after (1224), while she was at Wart- 
burg, where the Duke had wished her to remain, in order 
that he mighb always be near her, the Duchess gave birth 
to a daughter, who wae ncuned Sophia, aftm the Duchese- 
mother. This princesr, afterwards married the Duke of 
Brabant, and wae the a n c a b  of the raigning house of 
Heaee. 

Elizabeth had two other daughters ; the aecond wss also 
called Sophia, and the third, born after her father's death, 
Gertruda Both were coneeoratsd to God from their birth, 

' 

and took the veil as ~ p o w s  of our Lord 
Faithful in all things to that humility and modesty 

which she had preecribed for hereelf, Elizabeth ecrupu- 
lously preserved these virtues in the midst of the jop of 
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maternits, as ehe had done in the midst of sovereign 
magni6c8na After each of her confinements, when the 
time for her churchiq had come, instead of making it 
the owusion of feaeting and wordly rejoicing, as was the 
general cuetom, she took her newly born in her arms, left 
the castle secretly, olothed in a simple woollen dress 1 and 
barefooted, and directed her s tep  to a distant church, that 
of St. Catherine, situated outside of the walls of Eisenach 
The descant was long and ditllcult; the road covered with 
ehrp stones, which tore and drew the blood from her 
delicate feetc She carried her child all the way herself, 
as the Immaculate Virgin had done; and on her arrival at 
the church, placed it on the altar, with a taper and a lamb, 
saying, "Lord Jesus Christ, I offer Thee and Thy dear 
mother Mary this preoioue fruit of my womb. Behold, 
my Lord and my God I I preeent him to Thee with all my 
heart, just as Thou hast given him to me, Thou who art 
the sovereign and most memiful Father of both mother 
and ohild. The only prayer I make to Thee thie day, and 
the only grace I presume to ask of Thee is, that'!l!hou wilt 
be pleased to receive this little child, all bathed itl my 
team, among the number of Thy eervanta and friends, and 
to bestow upon him Thy holy blessing." 

1 On her return, rhe alwayr gave the drew which rhe had worn 
to wnre poor mother who had recently been c o h e d  like hemelf. - 
Theod., John LafBvre, etc. 
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CHAPTER XII 

How THE GOOD DUKE LOms P B O ~ T E D  HIE 
POOR PEOPLE 

Liberabit pauperem a pobnte, pauperern cui non e n t  adjutor. 
Pa. LXXI, 1% 

Indutw eat jutitia ut loricr, et gala ulutia in crpite ejw : indutur 
ert rertimentir ultiodr, et opertu ert quad pallio zeli . . . 

Quir ego Dominu diligenr judidom et odio hrbenr rapinrm. 
t. LIX, 17; LXI, a 

~ ~ Y T H I N G  in the life of this holy couple shorn the pm- 
found eympathy which united them, and how worthy they 
were of each other. We have seen how the Duchw 
exerted all the energy and ingenious tenderneea of her 
mu1 in relieving the diatreea of the unfortunate, whenever 
they came within her reach. It remains for me to ahow 
how the Duke devoted his courage and hie military talents 
to the defence of the interests of the people whom Gtod had 
confided to him. That innate love of justice, to which I 
have a h d y  r e f d  as hie disfinguishing virtue, gave 
him so profound a mgard for the righta of hie people, and 
eo generous a sympathy for them when they had suffered 
injury, that these motivee alone led him to undertake 
distant and wetly expeditions, the caw of which greatly 
aatoniehed hie neighbors and hie vaeeala 
Thus, in 1225, the Duke learned that eome of hia sub- 

jects who traded with Poland and other Slavonic countria, 
had been robbed and plundered near the caetle of Lu- 
bantalc, or Lubitz, in Poland. He demanded reparation 
from the Duke of Poland for these unfortunate people, and 
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it was refused. He then summoned a coneiderable army 
of Heaeians, Thuringians, and Franconiess, including the 
Knights of Oshland, to meet on the Feast of the Diaper- 
sion of the Apoetleal He conducted them secretly aa far 
aa the banh of the Elbe, without announcing their deati- 
nation On their arrival at Leipic, hie army waa rein- 
forced by the Saxon knighta of hie palatinate, and many 
armed men from Misnea, for he wea the guardian of the 
young Marpve of that province, hie nephew. Then for 
the first time he announced that he intended going as far 
as Poland, to beseige the caatle of Lubantak and revenge 
the injury done hie poor subjects. There was a general 
astonishment at this among the knights, who could not 
comprehend how he should want to go so far for the sake 
of a little matter oonmrning tradere only. Aa he would 
not allow himself to be shaken in hie reeolutione by any 
of their remonatrancee, many of them were disposed to 
withdraw ; but pride, and perhaps their fear of hie severity, 
restrained them. They were obliged to follow him to 
Pdand, which he entered at the head of hie army, pre- 
d e d  by an advance guard of three thousand five hun- 
dred picked men, who arrived before Lubantak t h  daye 
ahead of him. They burnt the oity and invested the 
castle while waiting for him. The Duke of Poland was 
greatly surprised on learning that the Landgrave of 
Thuringia had come fmm so far to invade hie country, at 
the head of so powerful an army, and sent to him offers 
of peamhy eatiafaction. Louie replied that he should 
have done that when he wrote to him on the subject in a 
friendly tone, and before he had started on his campaign; 

1 This wMch ir found in the mdent cslendam u euly u the 
ninth century, waa obrerved on the 16th of Jllly. Itr object won to 
commemorate the deputnre of the Aportler on their W n n t  midona 
after the ucendon of our Lord m d  the descent of the Holy QhorL 
It ia still observed in Qermrrny m d  in the diocerec of Jhrrdna 
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that he did not p r o p e  to take so long a tnunp for nothing. 
Having arrived before Lubantak, he pressed the aiege 
vigorously. The Polish Prince then sent a bishop to 
make other and more forcible repreeentations to him. 
The bishop told him not to forget that the Poles ale0 were 
famous warriom, and that if he did not withdraw immedi- 
ately the Duke of Poland would come with his whole army 
on the following Monday, and would exterminate all 
thew Gtermsne. To which the LBndpve replied that he 
would be delighted to make the acquaintance of the Duke, 
and that he would remain eight days after the Monday 
fixed, in order that he might get some little knowledge as 
to what eort of people theee Pola wera But neither the 
Duke nor the Poles made their appearanca A b r  a few 
maaulte the d e  eurrendered, and Louis, after having 
destroyed it, returned home, leaving throughout all of 
Eastern Germany a most favorable impression of hie 
juetice, his murage, and his love for his poor peopla 

Sometime afbr, the Duke undertook a campaign for 
reasone which seemed etill more insignificant; but the 
incident gives eo just an idea of the kindness and sffa- 
bility of his character, as well as of the mannere of that 
period, that I ehall relate it in detail. Two or three years 
before, at the annual fair of Eieenach, aa the Duke was on 
hie way down to the city and was amusing himself by 
looking at the booths and 8tal.I~~ he saw a poor pedler, 
who had only a very d stock, and who was selling 
thimbles, needlee, apoone, lead images, and little knick- 
knacks for women The Duke asked him if he could make 
a li- out of thia emall business. "Well, my lord," 
replied the pedler, I am ashamed to beg, and I am not 
strong enough to work by the day ; but if I could only go 
about in safev from c iv  to city, I might, with W e  help, 
gain a living with this little assortment, and even manage 
to double my e h k  by the end of the year!' 
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The kind Duke, moved with compassion, mid to him, 
Very well, I will give you my aafe conduct for a year ; 

you will have neither ttrxes nor tolla to pay anywhere 
within my domain. What do you consider your pack is 
worth 1" Twenty shiUinge," replied the pedler. Give 
him ten shilhp," aaid the Duke to hie treasurer, who 
accompanied him, * and have a safe conduct made out for 
him under my seal." 

Then turning egain to the pedler he said, I want to 
have an equal share. with you in the pmfite of your buai- 
nese. Promise me that you will be a faithful partner, 
and I on my part will protect you h m  all harm." The 
poor pedler was overcome with joy, and started off on 
his course with confidence and succeea On the new-year 
he returned to find hie noble aesociate at Wartburg, and 
showed hie whole pack, which had become much larger. 
The I andpve  eelectad therefrom a few little objecta, 
which he gave to hie aervanta. On each firat day of tlie 
year the pedler returned to Wartburg to share with the 
Prince the acceeaions made to hie little stock, which won 
became so large that he could no longer carry it on his 
back. So lie bought an ass, made two packs of hie mer- 
chandise, and began making longer and mare profitable 
tripe. 

Towards the end of the year it happened that the 
pedler had been to Venice, where he had bought quite a 
stock of foreign and valuable articles, a good many rings, 
ladies' bradeta and breastpine, crowns and diadems in 
precious stones, ivory cupe and mirrors, knives, adder's- 
tongues, coral beads, eta As he waa making hia .way to 
Thuringia, in order to reach Wartburg for the new-year, 
according to hie custom, he arrived at Wurtzburg in 
Frsnconia, where he displayed his mecchandise for d a  
Certain Franconians who came to look at his stock found 
tbere several little fancy articles which pleased them 
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greatly, and which they would have liked to preaent to 
their wives, or their friends, but without paying for them. 
Accordingly, they had the pedler watched, so aa to know 
when he should leave, plaoed themselves in ambuscade 
at a certain distance from the city, end eeizing him as he 
passed, took from him hie ass and all his merchandiea 
I t  was to no purpose that he ehowed them the safe 
conduct of the Landgrave of Thuringia ; they laughed at 
it, and even tried to eecure him and drag him along with 
them. I t  was with diillculty that he eacsped from their 
handa Making hie way, in great distreee, to Eisenach, 
and ping to hie lord and partner, he related to him hie 
misfortune. " My dear fellow," said the good Prince, 
emiling, "do not be so much troubled about the loss of 
our merchandise ; have a little patience, and leave to me 
the task of recovering it" He at once called together 
the counte, the knights, and the squires of the emrounding 
country, and even the peasantry, placed himaelf a t  their 
head, marched into Frsnconia at once, and devastated the 
whole country as far aa the gatee of Wurtzburg, inquiring 
everywhere for the ma that had been etolen. At the 
new8 of thie inwion the Prince-Bishop of Wurtzburg 
eent to ask him what he meant by euch conduct To 
which the Duke replied that he waa hunting for a certain 
am belonging to him, which the biehop'e eubjects had 
etolen from him. The biehop at once caused the reetitu- 
tion of the ass and hia baggage, and the good Duke re- 
turned home triumphantly, to the great admiretion of the 
poor people, whoee defence he undertook in th$ way. 

But while he waa thus engaged, he received from the 
Emperor Frederick I1 an invitation to come and meet 
him in Italy. He started at once, and crogeed the Alps 
before the end of winter. He made with the Emperor 
the whole campaign against the Bolognese and the other 
insurgent cities, and was present at the Diet of Cremona, 
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on Eaater 1226. The Emperor waa 80 eratifled by hie 
courage and devotion, that he granted him the investi- 
ture of the margravate of Miania, in caee hie aieter Judith, 
the widow of the laat margrave, were to die without direct 
heira ; and st the aame time that of all the country whioh 
he might conquer in h i s ,  whither he entertained the 
project of going, to carry the Ohriatian faith.' 

1 TbL project w u  curied out a few y e m  later by the Teutonic 
Order, of which C O W ,  a brother of the Duke Lo&, w u  one of the 
principd lerdm. We may therefore believe that the pluu of Eliu- 
beth'a hwbrnd were not without Iome Indueuce upon thL weat, one 
of the mort important of the Middle Ager by reuon of ita d t c  
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TEUBINGIA DEVASTATED BY A GREAT SOAROITY; DUB 
ST. ELIWETH PRACTIBES ALL THE WOBKS OF 

Earuivl, et dedirtb mlht mandocue: dtiri, et d&tb mlhi blbem : 
h o w  emm, et collegltb me : nadw, et coopemI8tb me : l n h u a ,  et 
rlritutb me: in cucere arrm et renttlr d me. 

aMAlT.XXV,86,88. 

& m y  had the Duke taken his departure, to go and 
range himself under the imperial banner, when a terrible 
famine appeared throughout Germany, and was especially 
destructive in Thuringis The famished people were re- 
duced to the direst extremities. The poor were eeen 
wandering in the fields, in the woods, and on the roads, 
gathering the roots and wild fruite which ordinarily 
aerved ae the nourishment of animals. Dead horeea and 
asses, and the most unclean beaate were devoured. Yet 
in spite of the deplorable expedients, a great number of 
theae unfortunate people died of hunger, and the roads 
were strewn with their dead bodies. 

At the eight of so much mieery the heart of Elizabeth 
waa moved with i n b e  sympathy. From that moment 
her one thought, her sole occupation night and day, wae 
the relief of her unfortunate subjecta The castle of 
Wartburg, where her hueband had left her, became the 
centre of a charity that knew no bounds, from which an 
inexhaustible generosity wae poured out unceasingly upon 
the m u n d i n g  people. She commenced by dietributing 
among the needy throughout the duchy all the ready 
money there was in the ducal treasury, which amounted 

1s 
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to what was for that time the enormous sum of. sixty-four 
thoueand florin0 of gold, which came from the recent sale 
of certain domains. Then she opened all of her husband's 
graneries, and despite the opposition of the officers of her 
household, she had the entire contents distributed, with- 
out r e m e ,  to the poor peopla I t  amounted to so much 
that, according to mtamporary amounts, to purchaae the 
grain alone which ahe gave away to the poor, it would 
have been neoeesary to pl@e the two largeat csetlee of 
the duchy and eeveml citiea. She recognized, however, 
the neceeeity of uniting prudenoe with thia unbounded 
charity. Instead of giving out the grain in large quan- 
tities, which might have been used up improvidently, she 
had it distributed daily, eo that each poor pereon ehould 
receive eufficient for his wan& To relieve them of any 
expense, she had aa much bread baked as the ovena of 
the castle would contain, and distributed h d  to the 
needy while it waa atill hot. Nine hundred poor pemns 
came thus every day, to ask for food, and went away 
loaded with her favora 

But there waa a atill larger number whom weakness, 
ill-health, or infirmities prevented from climbing up the 
mountain on which the ducal residence was aituated ; and 
it was especially for these that Elizabeth redoubled her 
solicitude and compaseion during this distressing crisia 
She carried herself to the foot of the mountain, to certain 
persons whom she had chosen from among the most in- 
firm, what remained from her own table and that of her 
attendants ; and she&ardly d a d  touch her own food for 
fear of diminishing the portion of the poor. The sick 
who required eepecial care ehe p l a d  in the hospital, 
having twentyeight beds- of whiqh I have already 
epoken-which ehe had eetabliehed on the side of the 
mountain on the road to the castle; aa eoon aa one of the 
inmatea died, hie bed was at once taken by another who 
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wait admitted. She aftemarb established two new hoe- 
pitale in the city of Eisemh, one under the invocation of 
the Holy Ghost, near the gate St. Gteorge, for poor women, 
the other under that of St. Ann, for the eick in general. 
The last ie etill in exiatenca Twice a day, morning and 
evening, without tsil, the young Ducheee went down and 
up the long rugged mountain path which led from Wart- 
burg to them hospitals, despite the fatigue which it 
csueed her to visit .these poor people, and to bring to 
them articles both of necessity and comfort. Having 
entered these abodes of suffering, ehe went from bed to 
bed asking the eick what they wanted, and rendering 
them the moet rephive eeriices, with a zeal and tender- 
neae which the love of Gtod and Hie s p i n 1  grace au ld  
alone have inspired. She nursed with her own h d  
those who were aftlicted with the most disgusting diseases, 
made their bed8 hereelf, lifted them and carried them on 
her back or in her a r m  to other beds, and wiped their 
face, their nose, and mouth with the veil ehe wore on her 
head, and all this with a gayety and amenity of manner 
which nothing could disturb. She had a natursl repug- 
nance to bad air, and it was g e n d y  impossible for her 
to endure it; neverthelees she remained in the noxioue 
atmoephere of the eick roome during the most intense 
heat of Bummer, without indicating the least repugnance, 
although her attendants were overcome by it, and openly 
expreaaed their diecantent. 

Whilet all her attendants were horrified," aaye a good 
mligioua of the eeventeenth century, epeaking of this eub- 
ject, "ehe, this princess of heaven, ernilingly said, ' When 
I shall etand before the judgment seat of God, and He 
shall ask me whether I have served the poor, I ahall Bay 
to Him: Yes, my Lord, to such an extent that my maids 
and ee!rvants were o h  made eick thereby! " 

In one of these hospitals ehe had founded an asylum 
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exclueively for poor sick children who had been deserted, 
or were orphans. They were the especial objecte of her 
tendernem, and the recipients of the most gentle and 
loving csre. Their little hearte soon realized what a 
sweet mother God had vouchsafed to give them in their 
misery. Whenever she appeared in their midst, like 
little birds that hide beneath the wings of their mother, 
they all ran to meet her, and clung to her garments, cry- 
ing, mamma, mamma. She made them sit down around 
her, distributed little presents among them, and examined 
into the condition of each; she displayed her affwtion and 
sympathy especially towards those whose disease was the 
most loathsome, taking them upon her knee8 and loading 
them with her careasea She was not only the benefactress 
of these unfortunate people, but likewise their friend and 
confidant A poor sick man one day having told her 
secretly that his conscience was burdened with the re- 
membrance of a debt that he had not paid, she quieted 
him by promising that she would assume it in hie place; 
and she redeemed her promise at once, 

The time which she could spare from her caw of the 
hospitals she spent in going about in the neighborhood of 
Wartburg, distributing food and relief among the poor who 
were unable to climb up as far as the castle, and visiting 
the most inferior cottages to render services of a menial 
kind, and wholly foreign to her rank. One day as she 
entered the cabin of a poor sick man who waa all alone, 
he asked her plaintively for some milk, saying that he 
hadn't the strength to go and milk his cow. The humble 
Princess immediately went to the stable and set about the 
task of milking the poor man's cow; but the animal, unac- 
customed to the touch of such delicate hands, would not 
permit her to carry out her beneficent intention 

She endeavored to be present at the deathbed of the 
dying, to aid them in their find struggle; she received 
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th& last breath with a k h  of f ~ ~ t e m a l  charity, and 
prayed Gtod with fervor, and during houre at a time, to 
sanctify the last momenta of these unfortunate ones, and 
to receive them into HL glory. She was more than ever 
faithful to her cuetom of attanding the obeequies of the 
poor, and notwithstanding the incresae of mortaliQ, ahe 
was alwaye aeen accompanying the remains to the grave, 
after having laid them out with her own hands in linen 
which ehe had woven hereelf for this purpom, or which 
she took from among her own clothea She cut up and 
made um in thia way of a large white veil which ehe 
usually wore. She would not consent to the uae of new 
and expensive material for the ehrouds of the ricb, insist- 
ing that old material ehould be u d  instead, and the 
value of the new given to the poor. 
Nor did poor priaonera escape her eolicitude. She via- 

ited them whetever she knew them to be ; purchased the 
release of as many as she could, with money, of thom who 
were imprisoned for debt; dressed and applied ointment 
to the wounde which their chaine had made, and kneel- 
ing by their aide, prayed with them to Gtod that He would 
watch over them and preaerve them from suffering, or 
from any future puniehment 
All them mupations, so apt to produce fatigue, dis- 

gust, and impatience in the human eoul, brought to her a 
heavenly pace and joy. Whilet she waa scattering the 
treasures of her charity over eo many of her poor fellow 
beings, her thoughte and affwtions were alwaye lifted to 
God, and she often interrupted her benevolent mupationa 
to eay aloud to him, 0 my Lord I I cannot thank Thee 
enough for granting me the opportunity of assisting these 
poor people who are Thy dearest friends, and permitting 
me thue to mrve them myself." And one day as ehe wae 
making thia ejaculatory prayer in the hospital, the poor 
people believed they saw an angel, who appeared to her 
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and said, Rejoice, Elizabeth, for thou too art the friend 
of Almighty God, and thou do& shine as the moon b 
fore His eyes." 

Other m ~ o u a  eigns eeemed to prove to simple and 
faithful aoula how pleasing to Qod were the M t y  and 
humility of this Prinm One day when she had been to 
the oity to buy aome earthen vaaee, and several kinds 
of rings and toye of glaea for the poor little ohildren that 
ahe had taken under her protection, aa she wae returning 
to the caatle in a oarriage, carrying theee various artidea 
in the skirt of her cloak, the awkwardneae of the driver 
caused the vehicle to be upset, and it fel l  from a high 
rock down into a heap of stones. Ehbeth ,  however, 
waa not injured, nor were any of the toys which ahe waa 
carrying broken. She went at once to distribute them 
among her little poor children and make them happy. 

On another occasion, as she was caqhig eome artidea 
of food in her apron to a group of deetitute persons, sbe 
aaw with anxiety that ahe had not enough to allow her to 
give a portion to each, for other beggars kept coming 
every moment. She began to pray therefore interiorly, 
while she distributed what ahe had in her apron, and aa 
faat aa ahe took out any of the pieces, ahe found them 
constantly replaced by others, so that some still remained 
after she had given every poor person hie ahare. She 
returned to the castle, singing with her companions the 
praises of Qod, who had vouchsafed to communicate to her 
His ,omnipotent power, according to the promise which He 
made: A m J  a m ,  I eay unto you, Ha that bclkmth in 
Me, ths w k a  that I &, hs ahaU do also, and greater than 
tlusc Jall  k do.' 

Her care and affection were not confined to the people 
who lived in the neighborhood of her own residence. The 
inhabitante of every section, even the most distant, of her 

1 St. John xir, Is. 
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huaband'e dominions, were equally the object of her aov- 
ereign and maternal eolicitnda She gave express ordm 
that all the revenues of the four principalities which the 
Duke Louis poesessedl should be devoted tuduaively to 
the relief and eupport of the poor inhabitante whom the 
famine left without any resource, and she took that 
these ordera were exeautd, in spite of the opposition of 
moat of the Duke's offiwra Moreover, to take the place, 
as it were, of that personal care and help which distance 
prevented her from giving to this portion of her subjecte, 
ehe directed all her precious atones, her jewels, and other 
objecta of value to be sold, and the proceede distributed 
among them. 

These arrangements were continued until the harvest 
of 1226. Then the Ducheae, gathering together all the 
poor people who were in a condition to work, gave them 
ecythea, and furnished them with new linen, and shoes to 
protect their feet from being bruised or torn by the stubble 
remaining in the fields, and eent them to work. Tho88 
who were not etrong enough to work she presented with 
clothes which she had ordered to be made, or bought at 
the market, for this purpoee. And she distributed all 
theee articles with her own hands. To each poor pereon 
going away she bade an affectionate farewell, and p 
eented him with a small sum ; and when her money waa 
all gone, she took her veils and dressea of rich material 
and divided them among the poor women, saying to them 
as she did so, I do not want you to make use of them 
articles for purpoeee of dress, but that you should have 
them sold to relieve your wants, for it is written, 'He 
who will not w'ork, neither ahall he eati'" A poor old 
woman to whom the Duchess had given some linen, a 
pair of shoes, anda cloak, was so overcome with joy, that 
after declaring that she had never been so happy in her 

1 Thuringh, Beue, and the Pdatinrter of S u o n y  md Olterhd 
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life, fe l l  flat on the ground ae though she were dead. The 
kind-hearted Elizabeth, greatly alarmed, hastened to lift 
her up, and reproached hemelf with having actually sinned 
by jeopardizing the life of this woman through her im- 
prudence. 

I viaited with affectionate reverence and with scru- 
pulous care the places which were the theatre of so inex- 
haustible a charity, of so celestial a devotion I followed 
all those steep path which were trod by the feet of the 
indefatigable friend of the poor; for a long time my eyes 
rested upon the magnificent landsape which is to be seen 
from the hoighta of Wartburg, thinking that the blessed 
eyes of Elizabeth had also, during the greater part of her 
life, contemplated this vast extent of country, and had 
embraced it all in a single look of that love which has 
neither ita origin nor ita reward upon thia earth. Alas l 
the monuments built by the royal almoner have all pep 
iehed; the people have forgotten her, aa they have the 
Faith of their fathere ; a few namea only have endured, 
and preserve for the Catholio pilgrim a tram of the dearly 
loved Saintc Even in the castle of Wartburg, the mem- 
o y of Luther,' of rebellious and victorious pride, has d e  
throned that of the humility and charity of Elizabeth; 
in the ancient chapel where she so often knelt in prayer, it 
ie the pulpit of the proud hemiarch which is shown to 
travellea But the site of that hoepital whioh she erected 
at the gate of her ducal residence, aa if she would never 
lose from sight the full extent of human misery in 
the midst of the splendors of her exalted position, this 
modest and hidden site haa been left to her and still 
preserves her nama A hundred years after her death, 

1 He mr kept there recmtly by hir protector, the Elector of 
Saxony, on hir return from the Met of Wormr, to rhield him from 
the rentence pronounced sglrinrt him. He modertly called thta retreat 
hir Ple  of Pstmna. 
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in 1881, the hoapitel was rep- by a Franciscan con- 
vent, founded in her honor by the Lendgrave Frederick 
the Serioua. At the time of the reformation it was sup  
preased, when seventeen other convents and churches, in 
the single city of Eisenach, were ruined and pillaged in a 
single day, and the monka and priesta went out two by 
two singing the 2'6 Dmm amidst the hooting of the popu- 
lace? The monument of the benefactreee of the country 
was not respected any more than othera, and the stones 
were used to repair the fortifications of the castla But 
a fountain remains there, a spring of pure, freeh water 
which rune into the simple basin of a hollowed rock, with 
no ornament whatsoever, save the numerous flowera and 
the p e n  grass which surround it. I t  was there that 
the Duchese herself weehed the linen of the poor, and it ie 
still caIled St. ElizabstEs PWain .  A thick grove SUP 

rounds and con& thie spot from mod of the paseere-by ; 
and there are the scarce discernible mine of a surrounding 
wall ; the people have named thie Bizabcth's Garcia, 

Further on, to the East, at the foot of the mountain on 
which Wartburg stands, and between this mountain and 
the ancient Carthusian monaetery dedicated to the Saint 
in 1394: there lies a charming valley, watered by a peace- 
ful stream which flows through meadows filled with r o w  
and lilies ; its banks are shaded by venerable oaks, relics 
of the ancient forests of Germany. In one of ita wind- 
ings thid valley forms a eecret and solitary gorge, where 
there stands a poor oottage which was formerly a &pel. 
It was there that Elir,abeth used to meet her poor, the 
friends of God and her own; hither she came, loving, 

1 In 16s. 
r ThL monmteryt which bore the name of Ellubethanhruo, har 

likewire been completely dwtroyed. A rfngle atone only renuins, 
md that L r tombrtane. The rite L occupied now by the h o w  af 
correction and the bode gudea. 
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ingenious, and indefatigable, making hen way by hidden 
patha through the woods, laden with food and other a&- 
clee of relief, to save them the painful climb to the castle, 
and to hide herself from the sight of othera This wlitay 
gorge is still called the &Zd of LiJiua, this humble cottage 
the Poor Man's &at, and the whole valley but a short 
time aince was still known as Etbb&a Palby? 

The valley hu now changed itr name and ir called Muienthrl, in 
honor of 8 g ~ d  d o c k  of & X S W ~ ~ U .  
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CHAPTER XIV 

Coddit in ea cor riri rol. 
Pnor. XXXl, 11. 

In Mblu pl.dtum ert rpiritd meo . . . concordla fmtram, d unor 
proximom, et rlr et muller bene rib1 cornentienter. 

Eao~rrr. XXV, 1,2. 

IN the meantime Louis, informed, no doubt, of 'the evils 
that were &licfing hie country, demanded and obtained 
permission from the Emperor to return homa He left on 
the 22nd of June, 1226, and reached Cremona, resting them 
for the night, on the eve of the Feast of St. John, aa fires 
were being kindled on all the heighta, After crossing the 
Alps safely, he stopped to visit a prince, whose name the 
historians do not mention, but who was a near relative and 
friend. He received there a oordial and magnificent wel- 
come, and after a bountiful feast, embelhhed with music 
and song, he was ahown to  hie mom for the night, where 
the prince, curious to test the virtue of hia guest, had 
placed a young woman of remarkable beauty in hie bed. 
But the young Duke eaid at onoe to hie faithful oupbearer, 
Lord Varila, Take this young woman away quietly, and 
give her a marc of silver to buy hereelf a new cloak, that 
she may not be led by her needs to expose hereell further 
to sin. I tell you in all sincerity, that even were adulte y 
not a crime against God, nor a scandal in the eyes of my 
fellow beings, I would not think of it, simply because of my 
love for my dear Elizabeth, and because I would not grieve 
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or trouble her hartin The following morning, when the 
prince began to jest on this subject, Louie replied to him, 
" I assure you, my dear cousin, that for the mke of having 
the whole Roman Empire I would not dommit mch a a h "  

Continuing hie route, he arrived at Augaburg on the 2nd 
of July, where he remained fifteen days to plead the cause 
of young Henry, son of the Emperor, with the Duke of 
Bavaria, and to obtain hi8 consent to receive that young 
prince at hie court. Having accomplished hia purpose, he 
started again for Thuringia and croeeed the Maine a t  
Schweinfurth, where he was received with great honor by 
the citizens; but after supper word was brought to him 
that Count Poppo of Henneberg, hie mortal enemy, waa 
preparing to attack and surprise him during the night. To 
escape this danger, he started immediately, travelled all 
night, and arrived at Wartburg the following day, which 
waa Friday, about the hour of Nonea 

In the meantime the news of the approach of the dearly 
loved prince had spread throughout Thuringia and caused 
great joy. These poor famine-aftlicted people all felt that 
the return of their father and generous protector was the 
signal for the termination of their troubles. His mother 
and hi8 young brothers, too, were greatly rejoiced; but 
Elizabeth'e joy surpassed that of all the othera It was 
the first prolonged absence of the husband who was so 
dear to her, and who alone understood and sympathized 
with her in all the aspirations of her soul towards God 
and a better life. She alone, too, with that wonderful in- 
stinct which God gives to holy souls, had sounded al l  the 
richea of the soul of her husband, whilst others always 
attributed to him sentiments and passions similar to those 
of other prince of hie time. The principal officers of the 
ducal household, and especial1 y the steward and mmhal, 
fearing the anger of their master when he should hear of 
the use which had been made of his treasures and supplies, 
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went out to meet him, and denounced to him the prodi- 
gality of the Ducheas, telling him of how she had, despite 
all their efforts, emptied all the graneriea of Wartburg and 
dissipated all the money which he had left to their keeping. 
Thege oomplainta at such a moment only irritated the 
Dukq who replied to them, " Is my wife well 1 That '8 all 
I want to know. What ditference doee .the rest make to 
me 1 " Then he added, " I want you to let my good little 
Elizabeth beetow all the charities she pleasee, and aid 
rather than thwart her. Let her give all that she choogee 
for God, provided only she leave me Eiaenach, Wartburg, 
and Naumburg. Ctod will mtore all the rest to us in His 
own good time. Charities will never ruin us." And he 
hurried away at once to meet hie dear Elizabeth. When 
she beheld him again, her joy knew no bounds ; she threw 
herself into hie arm and kissed him a thousand timea 
with lips and heart. " Dear sister," he said to her presently, 
while atill embracing her, "what has become of your poor 
people during this dieaetrous year 1 " She replied sweetly, 
*I have given to God that which ie His, and God has 
preserved for ua what is yours and mine." 

A tradition adds that, as the Duke was walking up and 
down the grand hall with her, he saw grain flowing in 
from all sides, under the gatea, so that it waa trodden 
underfoot. Having asked the ateward to go and see from 
whence this came, the latter replied that the bins were so 
full of grain that it ovedowed and was scattered on the 
floor. Then he returned thanks to God with hia wife. 
Lord Varila told the Ducheas what had taken p h  
while they were the guests of the prince, where her hub 
band's fidelity had been put to the teat. She threw her- 
self at once on her knees and ssid, "My Qod, I am not 
worthy to have ao good a husband ; but do Thou help us 
both to preserve the sanctity of marriage, that we may 
live together eternally with Thw" 
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No sooner had this noble and pious Prince returned 
home than he began Bgain to occupy himself with the 
interests of his subjecta. Whilst he attended prudently 
and intelligently to the important negotiations which the 
Emperor had confided to him, notwithetanding hia extreme 
youth, his sword waa always ready to defend the monks 
and the poor. At the same time that he wse aoting as 
mediator between the Emperor and King Ottocar of Bohe- 
mia, and negotiating the marriage of this sovereign's 
daughter with Henry, the young king of the Romans, he 
waa engaged in visiting the various portions of hie States 
to discover and to repair any wronga whioh had been com- 
mitted during hie absence against the poor people. Severel 
nobleman of Osterland, who had oppressed their vasaala 
and disturbed the public peace, took to flight on hearing of 
his arrival. He had their caetlea occupied, and completely 
destroyed those of Sulte and Kalbenriick. 

He went also as eoon as possible to visit hie dear abbey 
of Rsinhartebrunn. The abbot complained to him that 
a certain Lord Saltza, residing in the neighborhood, had 
taken advantage of his absence to appropriate a piece of 
ground belonging to the religious, upon a mountain called 
Aldenberg, which overlooks the valley in which the mon- 
astery is situated, and that he had built a fortified in- 
trenchment there, from which he constantly harassed the 
religious and their subjecta. I t  was Saturday evening 
when the Landgrave arrived and heard this complaint. He 
sent a written order at once to the bailiffs of Wartburg 
and Eisenach to come and meet him at the abbey on the 
following morning before daylight, with their armed forces 
and with scaling ladders. Sunday morning, at daybreak, 
he assisted at a Low Mass, told the abbot not to have the 
crosa born in procession, nor High Maas sung until hie re- 
turn ; then mounting hie horse, he went to meet his soldim 
and led them immediately in an attack upon the castle. 
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The surprise was complete; the walls were scaled and 
Inrd Salt= himself was made a prisoner. The Duke had 
him put in chains and led on foot to the abbey. As ~ o o n  
aa they arrived, he had the moss brought out and followed 
himself the ordinary procession of the Meee, while the 
usurping nobleman and his soldiem were led in chains be- 
fore the croee. The chanter intoned the verse, Dominc, 
tu humiliasti dad vdnmatum, mpvbum; and all the 
religious responded, In braOhio virtutw tuae diqmisti 
i n i h  tuoa' After Mass the Duke made Lord Saltca 
swear that he would mfmh from any further act of 
violence against the monastery, and then released him, 
after giving ordere that the castle which had been taken 
that morning ahould be immediately demolished. 

The good Prince was eepecially anxious lest he should 
be of any expeoae to the monastery. Be had eetablished 
there a kitchen and a & expressly for the use of hie 
houeehold during the time of his stay, and in going away 
he always left behind food enough to support the whole 
convent for three daya But on the Sunday of the expe- 
dition against Lord Saltza, the abbot begged him to dine 
with him, and set before him a rich and b6untifu.l feset. 
On rising from the table the Duke took hie treasurer one 
side and directed him to pay liberally for everything. 
The treasurer went to the monks and tried to pay them, 
but they positively refused to take the money, aa was 
becoming well-born religious, to uee the words of the 
ehaplain who hse left ua an account of this scene. 

Dear lord tmwurer," mid they, " anything that we can 
do, poor monks that we are, ie at the command of our good 
master, and not only today, but any time he may please ; 
we do not, therefore, want any of his money!' The treas- 
urer did not insist upon their taking it, and left with the 
Duke. The latter, when they were halfway on the road 

1 P8. hxxdi, 11. 
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to Eisenaoh, turned to him and inquired whether he had 
executed his orders, and the treasurer related what had 
taken place. The Duke wae greatly incensed and replied 
to him, " Since you did not choose to pay for what I con- 
sumed with my money, you shall pay for it with your 
own." And the poor man wae obliged to return to Rein- 
harhbrunn, and from his own puree pay for everything, 
to the last farthing. 

A short time after, the abbot of thia same monaetey 
informed the Duke that certain hinw~crble g e n t h m  from 
Franconia had stolen from him a cask of wine and six 
horsea. The Duke wrote summoning them to restore the 
stolen property without delay; and as they paid no atten- 
tion to hi8 summons, he entered Fnrnconia immediately 
a t  the head of an army, ravaged the poeeeeeions of the 
guilty partiea, and obliged them to come barefooted, in 
their shirts and with ropes around their nwke, to apolo- 
gies to the convent. He then d d  them, but not till 
they had pledged themselves to send a l aqe  quantity of 
good wine and several good horsee to the convent. 

At about this period a grand court or aeeembly of 
princes was held at Memeburg, at which were present 
moat of the nobilie of Misnia, Saxony, and the Bmden- 
burg Marches. Those of Hesse and Thuringia came a h ,  
following the example of their Duke, Louis, who brought 
Elizabeth with him, accompanied by a numerous court. 
An occurrence marked this reunion which furnish@ us 
with a g o d  picture of the manners of the period. A 
Thuringian knight, grmtly renowned for hia valor and 
piety, Lord Gauthier of Settaletaedt, a friend and officer 
of the houeehold of Duke Louis, followed hia suzerain 
thither. He escorted a young lady of remarkable beauty, 
mounted on a superb steed and bearing a good falcon on 
her hand. All along the route he M t e d  at intervela of 
three milea to tilt with whomsoever chose to present him- 
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self, on condition that if he were unhorsed, his victorious 
adversary should take from him his armor and equipmente, 
and the palfrey and falcon of the lady, and that she should 
be obliged to redeem herself with a gold ring. If, on the 
other hand, Lord Gsuthier were to overcome hie advereary, 
the latter was to preeent a gold ring to the lady. Every 
time that Lord Guuthier halted there wae a great contaat 
among the knighta to know who should have the honor of 
tilting with him, and in order to reconcile  em it was 
neceaaary that each time he should himself designate the 
one from among the contestants who should engage in 
the combat. He made the journey to Memeburg and back 
in this way without once being overcome; and on her 
return to Thuringia his lady had on each hger of both 
handa a gold ring forfeited by a vanquiehed knight. Lord 
Gauthier presented the ten ringa to the ladies and maids 
of honor of Elizabeth, which pleased them greatly ; and 
all, together with their mistreee, thanked him heartily for 
his genemaits. 
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Quo rbiit dilectna tuna, 0 pnlcherrimr mulienun 7 Quo dealinwit 
dilectru 7 - CAST. V. 17. 

And do thou rho, for the lore of hi, leun to part with him who 
ia neceuary, and the friend who fr deu. - lum~non, Bt I& Ch. UL 

THURINGIA did not long enjoy the presence of her beloved 
sovereign after his return h m  Italy, and Elizabeth, whose 
heart waa filled with eo much joy at seeing her husband 
return home, was soon to be condemned to 8 separation far 
longer and more painfuL All Germany waa preparing for 
a crusade. The Emperor Frederick 11, anawering at length 
the repeated summons of the Sovereign Pontiffs, Honoriua 
I11 and Gregory IX, had invited the nobility and the faith- 
ful of Christendom to range themaelvea under the banner 
of the has ,  and follow him to the Holy Land, in the 
autumn of 1227. The idea and m e  alone of crusade 
atill made every heart beat, and awoke the deepest emo- 
tions of the people of entire nationa Those grand and 
holy expeditions exercised over souls a charm ao powerful 
that no valiant knight, no pioue and fervent Christian, 
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a d d  eacape its influence. The memory of the almoet 
fabulous exploita of Richard Cceur de Lion, forty years 
before, was still fresh in the minde of the chivalry and of 
the people. The brilliant and unexpected SUM of the 
Fourth Crusade had dazzled all Europe; They had wit- 
neased the downfall of that old Byzantine Empire, which 
had never done anything but betray or abandon the Chris- 
tians while Qhting for their Faith, but which still held an 
important place in the traditional veneration of the people ; 
and upon ita ruina there had risen in a day a new empire, 
founded by a few French noblemen and a few Venetian 
mariners. It waa more than enough to stir and infiame 
all imaginations, apart even from the inspirations of faith. 
But the latter had lost none of their force. The whole of 
the thirteenth century was penetrated with an ardent de- 
sire to save the tomb of Christ, and compel the Eaat to 
bow down before the Cross ; that desire periehed only with 
S t  Louis. Germany, which up to that time had not always 
been the first to precipitate h e r d  into these noble dangers, 
suddenly felt herself inflamed with an enthusiasm which 
was brought to life largely by the verses of the numerous 
poeia of that period. Walther von der Vogelweide, who, 
better than any other, reflected the manners and the pas- 
sions of his time, and who took prt  in this Crusade, under- 
stood and expressed well this attraction which Christian 
mule felt towards the land which had been bedewed by 
the blood of Christ. We all know," he exclaimed, before 
starting on this expedition, " how unfortunate this noble 
and holy land is; how abandoned and desolate it is1 
Weep, Jerusalem, weep I How forgotten thou art 1 Life 
is passing, and death will find us ainnens. I t  is in dangers 
and trials that grace is gained; let ue go and heal the 
wounds of Christ, let us go and break the chains that fetter 
Hb country. 0 Queen of all women, show us thy assist- 
ance 1 I t  was there that thy Son was put to death I It 
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was there that He was baptieed, He ao pure, that we might 
be purified ; it was there that E e  permitted Himself to be 
sold, in order to redeem us, He ao rich, for us so poor I It 
was there that He endured an awful death I Hail, 0 Chs,  
and lance, and thorns 1 Woe to you, pagans 1 Ood wishcia 
by the arms of the brave to revenge His injuriea I " 

The royal poet of Navam, Thibaut of Champegne, was 
inspired with like emotions, when in some of his most 
beautiful verses he thus addreaeed hia knighta, Know 
well, my lords, that he who will not go to that land where 
Christ lived and died, he who will not take the (3rw be- 
yond the sea, shall not without great ditlculty enter para- 
dise. Every man who cherishes in his heart any piety, 
any relnembrance of our Sovereign Lord, ought to strive 
to avenge Him, to deliver Hie land and His country. All 
valiant knighta will go, all who love God and His honor 
in this world. Only the ignoble wil l  remain behind, the 
seekers after their own w e  and comfort. How blind are 
they who, throughout their whole life, give no help to God, 
and who for ao little loee the glory of the world I God, 
who allowed Himself to be put to death on the Croat for us, 
will say to us on that day when all shall stand before 
Him,' You who have helped Me to bear My Cross, shall 
go where the angels are ; there you shall see Me and My 
Mother, M a y ;  but you who have never rendered Me any 
service, shall descend to the depths of hell.' Sweet lady, 
crowned Queen, pray for us, Blessed T i ,  and then 
nothing can harm ua" 1 

Such sentiments could nowhere find a more earnest 
response than with the Duke Louis of Th- whose 
vassal the poet Walther had been ; none could have been 
more ready than he to follow hie Emperor and hia com- 
radea in arms to the relief of the Holy Land. His great 
courage, the earneatnesa of his faith and of his piety, all 

1 Poetry of the King of Navarre, poem 46. 
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that w a ~  generow and fervent and dieinteresfed, in a ward 
all that was: Christian in hie soul, at once urged him to 
take the Croee, or, as was then said in Germany, to put an 
the PDoum of W. 

To these personal motives were added the noble ex- 
amples which he found in the records of hie own family. 
His father's brother and predeceseor, h u b  the Piou~, had 
accompmied Richard Ccaur de Lion and Philip A u p t u s  
to Palestine, and had there covered himself with glory? 
His father-in-law, Andrew of Hungary, had a p t  several 
years beneath Eastern skies, fighting the idde la  I t  would 
have been derogatory to hie nobility to have remained at 
home ; nor did he hesitate long. Meeting, on one of hie 
journeys, the venerable Bishop Conrad of Hildeaheim, he 
confided his intention to him, and having received hia 
approbation, he mede a vow to join the expedition which 
was preparing, and received the Croas from the hands of 
that prelate. 

I n  the meantime, as he waa returning to Wartburg, he 
bethought himself of the grief and the cruel anxiety which 
his dearly loved Elizabeth would feel on learning of hie 
resolution ; and ae she was, moreover, pregnant at that time 
with her fourth child, he had not the courage to speak to 
her on the subject. He decided to conceal hie intention 
up to the time of his depsrture, in order not to afflict, any 
sooner than vas necessary, her whom he loved so tenderly, 
and not to jeopardiee her health ; and instead of attaching 
the croee which he had taken on the outaide of hia gar- 
ments, he contented himself with carrying it conceded 
upon his person, q long as it wae poseible for him not to 
announce hie approaching deprtura 

But one evening when he waa alone with the Ducheee, 
1 A very inkrenting poem on the crttu.de of thir prince may be 

found in Wilken'r Hidmy of th Chuoda, Supplement No. II of 
Vol. IV. 
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and they were seated side by side, in a moment of that 
tender and intimate familiarity which prevailed between 
them, Elizabeth happened to unfesten her husband's belt, 
and was rummaging over the contents of tbe p o h  whioh 
was attached to it. Suddenly she drew out the croee 
which the Crusadere were awustomed to wear attached 
to their clothes. I n  an instant she r&d the calamity 
which threatened her, and overwhelmed with grief and 
dismay, she sunk unco~~g~ious to the floor. The Duke, 
greatly distreesed, lifted her up, and endeavored to recall 
her to herself, and to calm her grief by the tendereat and 
moat affectionate words ; then talked with her at length 
from a religious point of view, making use even of ex- 
preeaiona from the Holy Scriptweti, to which she was 
never ineeneible. " It is for the love of our h r d  Jesua 
Christ that I am doing it," he said to her; "you would 
not wish to prevent one from doing for Gtod what I should 
be obliged to do for a temporal prince, for the Emperor 
and the Empire, i f  they were to ask it." After a long 
silence and many team, she said to him, " Dear brother, 
if it be not against the word of aod, stay with ma" But 
he replied to her, " Dear sister, permit me to go, for it in 
a VOW which I have made to God." Then, retuning 
again to herself, b e  sacrificed her own will to that of 
Gad, and said to him, " Againat the will of Qod I have no 
wish to keep you. May God grant you the grace to do 
His will in all thinge ; I have made the d c e  to Him 
of both you and myself. May He in Hie memy watch 
over you; may every blessing be always with you; that 
shall be my conatant prayer. Qo, then, in the name of 
God." After another interval of silence, they spoke of 
the child which she was bearing, and they both resolved 
to consecrate it to Gtod from ita birth. In case it were 
to be a son, they agreed that he should be placed in 
the abbey of Rameradorf; but if it were a daughter, in 
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the monastery of Premonetratenaians of Aldenberg near 
Wetelar. 

The Duke, no longer having any motive for keeping 
hie intention secret, made it known to all his subjects. 
At the same time he announced that this expedition 
would be undertaken a t  his own expense, and that he 
would make no extraordinay levy of money upon hie 
people, happy in being able to make some return to God 
for the benefita which he had received from Bim. After 
haviug given his attention to the military preparations 
which hie project required, he convoked the Statee of the 
county in a solemn assembly, which was held at C r e w  
burg. He made known to them the detaile of his plan, 
and took with them the necessary meaaures for the good 
administration of the country during his absence. He 
earnestly exhorted the lords to govern tho people with 
moderation and equity, and to ensure the reign of justice 
m d  peace between themaelves and their vassals Before 
retiring from the assembly he addressed to them the 
following won% in tender accents : 1 Dear and faithful 
brothem in arms, barons and noble knighte, and all of 
you, my dear people; you know that during the lifetime 
of my illustrious father, of pious memory, our country 
had to undergo omel wars and long troubles. You all 
h o w  how many trials my noble father had to endure, 
how many crosses and hardships, to defend himself 
against the powerful enemies he had made, and to pre- 
serve hia States from entire ruin. By dint of courage and 
generoeity he succeeded, and his name became formidable 
to all. But to me, Gad has granted as to Solomon, the 

1 We are indebted for thia dircourae to hia chaplain Berthold, who 
did not leave the Prince during the l u t  yev l  of hia life. & the M u .  
of Gotha. Theod. lad Winkelmam give it abridged. Ita .authenticiQ 
cannot be doubted. The cl.uicr were not well enough known at that 
time for any one to think of imikting their haranguer. 
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son of David, peatxi and a tranquil life. I see around 
me no neighbors whom I have any reaeon to fear, ae they 
likewise have no c a w  to apprehend unlawful violence 
on my part. If I have had some q u a d  in the paat, I 
am now at peace with all the world, thanka to God, Who 
gives ue peace. You should recognize this blessing and 
be grateful to God for it. As for me, for the love of God, 
Who has bestowed His graces so bountifully upon me, to 
testify my gratitude to Him for them, and for the d v a -  
tion of my soul, I want now to go to the Eaat, to console 
the dear Christians who are oppressed there, and to defend 
them against the enemiea of the name and the blood of 
God. I shall make this distant expedition at my own 
expense, without imposing upon you, my dear subjects, 
any new burden. I recommend to the protection of the 
Most High my good and well-beloved wife, my little chil- 
dren, my dear brothere, my friends, my people, and my 
country, all that I am leaving willingly for the honor of 
His holy name. I earnestly recommend you to preserve 
peace among yourselves during my absence; it ia espe- 
cially my wish that thoae in power ehould conduct them- 
selves in a Christian spirit towards my poor people. 
Finally I ask that you will graciollsly pray to God often 
for me, that He may defend me from all harm during this 
absence from home, and that He will bring me baok safe 
and sound into your midst, provided such be His moat 
merciful will ; for above all things, I submit both myeelf 
and you, and all that iP mine, to the will of His Divine 
Majestyan 

In  these beautiful worde there is revealed to us the 
true sign%cance of what a t  that time was called the 
Myshy of thc Crusade, a mystery of faith, of devotion, 
and love, which w i l l  always be impenetrable to the cold 
intellects of unbelieving ages. In listening to this ad- 
dress, so worthy of a Christian prince, the whole asaembly 
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waa profkndly moved; the most sturdy knighta were 
ovemhelmed with grief; teare and frequent aighs ex- 
preeaed the anxieQ which was caused by the departure 
of the young and well-beloved sovereign. 

The Duke then selected with great prudence the differ- 
ent officer8 whom he intended to place at the head of hie 
provinces, and designated the megietratee of the citiee 
from among the wiaeat and most responsible citize111s. 
He provided for all the private affairs of hia own house, 
and eepecially recommended hia dear Elizabeth. to the 
care of hia mother, his brothera, and all hie o5cera '' I 
know very well," said the ateward, that Madam the 
Duchese will give away all that she finds, and that she 
will reduce us to mieery." Louie replied that he had no 
objection to that, and that God would replace whatever 
ahe might give away. 

In order that hiri people might more perfectly ahare the 
impreasions which prompted hie resolution to go, he had 
a drama produced at Eiaenach, at hie own expense, by 
actom taken from among the clergy, in which were pre- 
sented al l  the scenes of the passion and death of our 
Saviour. We may conceive the enthusiasm which muet 
have been produced upon the pure and lively imaginations 
of that period by dramatic solemnities of such a character. 
They were ao impressive by their accuracy that he thought 
it beet to have them repeated a seoond tima 

He went also to vieit all the conventa of Eisenach, 
including those of women, asked their blessing, distributed 
generoue offerings among them, and recommended him- 
self to their prayera Then he left Eisenach, accompanied 
by hia wife, hie mother, his children, and hie brathere, and 
west h t  to Reinhartabnmn, to the monastery which he 
loved above all othere, and to which he waa attached by 
the ties of a apecial devotion and the sweetest familiarity. 
After having aaeisted at the ofice there, aa the monk8 
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were leaving the ohoir, at the end of Compline, to receive 
holy water, amording to their custom, the good Prince took 
his place by the side of the priest who waa sprinkling 
them, and as each one of the religious passedj he embraced 
him affectionately; even the youngeat choir boy6 he took 
in his arms and pressed a paternal kise upon their inno- 
cent foreheads. Deeply moved by so much kindness, the 
religious burst into tears, and nothing wae heard but the 
sound of suppreseed sobe and sigh, which were forced 
from them by the thought of loaing their prohtor. The 
Duke could not restrain hie emotions, and wept himself; 
a sort of gloomy presentiment seieed upon him, and he 
said to them, It is not without reason that you weep, 
my deareat friends; for I know that when I am gone 
raveuous wolves will fall upon you, and their bloodthirsty 
tooth will torment you cruelly. When you shall be dis- 
tressed and impoverished, you will realh that you have 
lost a defender and a eovereign such as there are few to 
be found. But I know for certain that the Most High, 
mindful of my pilgrimage, will open Hie compassionate 
heart to you, and I beseech Him with all my heart to do 
so, now and forever!' Then he left them, and they 
watdied hie departure with affectionate looks and with 
eyes Wed with tears. 

The Duke, still accompanied by all his family, went 
from Reinhmtsbrunn to Smalkald, which he had a p  
pointed as the rendezvous for the knights and othere 
who were going with him to the Holy Land. It m a  
there that he was to bid farewell to his relatives, to his 
wife, and all who were dear to him. As soon aa he had 
arrived there, he took hia brother Henry one side, and 
said to him, I have done all that I could, with W s  
help, to walk in the way of salvation for my soul, and I 
recall nothing that can compramiee it, except it be that 
I have not yet destroyed, sa my father directed me to 
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do, the csetle of Eyterburg, whioh was built to the 
detriment of the neiglzboring moneate ry. I beseech you, 
therefore, my sweet brother, not to forget to demoliah 
it completely, aa soon as I am gone; it will profit the 
salvation of your soul." 

F W y  the day fixed for their departure, the Feast of 
the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, having arrived, they 
had to separate. It was in the midst of the knighte who 
had come from the most remote pctrte of his Btatea, and of 
the people who pressed about him, to look for the laat 
time at their beloved Prince, that Louis had to tear him- 
eelf from the arms of those whom he loved. He oom- 
m e n d  by blessiug affectionately his two brothers, both 
of whom were in .tears; he earnestly mmmended to 
them his mother, hie children, and hia beloved W b e t h .  
His Little children held him by hia clothes, embraced him 
orying, and bade him good-by in their ohildish language : 

Good-night, dear papa, a thousand timea good-night, 
dear, good papa" He could not restrain his team aa he 
embraced them; and when he turned to his dearly loved 
Elizabeth, his sobe and tears so atifled hia voice that he 
could say nothing. Then clasping her with one am, and 
drawing his mother to liim with the other, he held them 
thus, p r e d  to his heart, unable to speak, covering them 
with his kisses and weeping bitterly, for more than half 
an hour. At last he said, My deareat mother, I must 
part from you ; I leave to you, in my place, your two other 
sons, Courad and Henry; I recommend to you my wife, 
whose anguish you sea" But neither mother nor wife 
would let go the objeot of their love, and both clung to 
him. His brothera and the other knights preaaed in con- 
fueion about this sorrowful group. All hearts were moved, 
all eyea were filled, as they witnessed this son so devoted, 
this husband so loving and faithful, striving to tear him- 
self from the last embraces of the beings whom he loved 
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above all else in the world, to go and mme his God at the 
risk of his life. The poor people mingled their sincere 
and loud sorrow with that of the princes and warriors. 
Moreover, they were not the only family overwhelmed 
with the grief of parting. There were there, in the crowd 
of Crusadere who were to w m p a n y  the Duke, many 
fathers, husbands, and brothers, who were weeping and 
stmgglillg like their sovereign to tear themselves away 
from their families and friends. Each one seemed to have 
reserved for this place this moment of cruel triaL The 
Thuringiam, the Hessians, the Saxone, were all united 
here by their affliction, a8 by the object of their expedition 
So many bonds could not be broken without a supemat- 
ural effort. On all sides were heard lamentation and 
soh, confused and dull eounds, which were mingled in a 
common anguish. 

Many, however, having more control over their feelinge, 
or who had previously bid farewell to their relatives, or 
who perhapa were sufficiently alone in life to have no 
family or other ties of any kind to sever, were impressed 
in that solemn moment only by the sacred character of 
the enterprise in which they were about to engage. Thae, 
c~usade~a and pilgrims before all things, while the othera 
were weeping and lamenting, sang hymns, acknowledging 
their gratitude to God, Who deigned to permit them to 
fight for the honor of Hie holy name. The sound of theae 
canticles of thanksgiving mingled with the cries of grief 
and lamentation, which were everywhere heard ; and thus 
were united, by a sublime contrast, the exaltation of joy 
inspired by the love of Gtod and the outpouring of profound 
grief which this same love had met and conquered. 

When at length the Duke was able to tear himself from 
the e m b m  of his mother, he found himself, as it were, 
imprisoned by the knighte who were to remain behind, 
and by the poor people, to whom he was with good reason 
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so dear. Each one wanted to hold him back, to embrace 
him again, to take him by the hand, or at least to touch 
hie garmente; but, choked with tears, he replied to no 
one. It was only after manp efforts that he succeeded in 
making hie way to the place whem hie courae~ waa waiting 
for him. Having mounted, he took hie place in the niidst 
of the Crusaders and started, mingling hie voice with the 
othera in the mred son@ which they were singing in 
chorua 

His beloved Elieabith waa still with him, for she had 
not been able to resign hemelf to receive her farewell at 
the same time as the othera, and had succeeded in being 
able to acoompany him aa far as the frontier of Thuringia. 
They lade along thus side by aide, their hearte oppressed 
with sadness. Unable to speak, the young Duchess oould 
only exprese her emotions by her eigha When they 
arrived at the frontier of the ci~uutry, she did not have the 
courage to leave him, and continued another day's journey 
by his side, and then a eecond, overcome and led on by 
her grief and her love. At the close of thie second day 
she declared that she did not know whether she could 
ever leave him, whether she would not rather go with him 
to the end1 At last, however, she had to yield ; and that 
divine love which is aa strong aa death, overcame in these 
two tender and noble hearte the love of the creature. 
Lord Varila, the grand c u p b ~ r ,  approached the Duke 
and eaid to him, "My lord, it is time; let Madam the 
Duchess go; it ia quite neoessluy to do so." At these 
words they both bumt into team and embraced each other 
convulsively, whilst their sobs and groans moved the 
hearts of all the assistante. The prudent Lord Varila in 
the meantime persevered in his efforta to separate them ; 
but these two souls who had loved one another so tenderly 
and so intimately, clung to each other with an imuper- 

1 h a .  of Bathold, M eye rrltneu. 
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able force in that supreme moment. Finally Louie 
mastered himself and gave the signal to start. He held 
up to the Duchess a ring which he wore on his W r ,  
and which he ueod as a eeal for their private letters. 
r4 Elizabeth," he said to her, " 0 dearest of sisters I aee this 
ring which I carry with me, and upon which ia engnrved, 
in sapphire, the Lamb of Qod with Hie banner; let this 
be in your eyes a sure and certain sign aa to all that con- 
cerns me. Whoever shall bring this ring to you, dear 
and faithful sister, m d  shall tell you that I am alive or 
dead, believe whatever he may say to you." 

Then he added, *May Qod blees you, dear little 
Elizabeth, 111y preciou~ sister, my sweet treasure ; may the 
ever merciful Lord guard your soul and give you murage ; 
may He blesa, too, the child that rests near your heart; 
we will do aa we agreed together concerning it. Farewell I 
Always remember our life together, our tender and holy 
love ; never forget me in any of your prayers. Farewell, 
I can stay no longer ! " And he departed, leaving hie 
dearly loved in the arms of her ladies. She followed him 
for a long time with her eyes ; then, halfdead, bathed in 
tears, and amid the lamentations of her companions, she 
turned towards Wartburg, carrying in her heart the pre- 
sentiment that she would never see him again 

On her return to her sad home, she immediately laid 
aside her royal costume, to put on with too well-founded 
a feeling of despair the garments of a widow, which she 
never afterwards put off. 

"At the preseut day," says a pioue Frar~ciscan who 
wrote the life of St. Elizabeth, in the time of Louie XIV, 

at the present day, when so little true love is to be found 
among married people, among those even who seem to 
be poseessed of piety, . . . i t  will perhaps cause eome as- 
tonishment to see in a princese of such interior recollec- 
tion and austerity so much attachment for the Prince, 
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her huband." I wil l  not follow thia good dgioua  in 
the defence which he thought it neoeeeary to make of 
this pronounced trait in the life of Elizabeth. I might 
eay of her what waa said by St. Bernard of May, " Be not 
mprised, my dear brothm, that Mary has been d e d  
the martyr of love; to be surprised at this, we must 
forget that St. Paul onaidered it aa one of the greatest 
arimes of the Gentilea that they were without affection" 
SufEm it for me to say without any hesitation, after the 
numerous details that I have r e U ,  that of all the mula 
that the Churcb haa mwned with her glory, there is none 
who preaenta so truly aa Elizabeth doea the perfect model 
of a wife ; none who r e a M  to the same extent that she 
did the idea that may be conmived of a truly Chriatian 
marriage ; none who so ennobled and aancti5ed a human 
love by giving it so high a place in a heart which was 
inundated with the love of God. 

Nor waa it, moreover, so rare a spectacle in thom drys 
of strong and pure emotione, to eee thia union of legitimate 
earthly affections with the most fervent and auetere piety. 
It  would be a pleaeant aa well aa a profitable task, and I 
may some day claim it for myself, to show how, during the 
Catholic agea, the most tender and impassioned sentiments 
of the human heart were sanctified and made stranger by 
faith, and how much dignity and strength even purely 
human love, bowing always before the Crass of Christ, 
acquired in that mnetant victory of Chriatian humility 
over pride and sAlfinhneea Sentiments lea8 varied, lese 
extended, perhapa lees refined than at the present day, 
were then far more profound ; and when onoe religion had 
put upon them the seal of her immortaliQ, there was 
developed in them I know not what intimate and marvel- 
lona force, and a sort of ineffable transfiguration, in whioh 
the nnlmnnen of age was united with the freehnes~ of inno- 
cence, and all the energy of paeeion with all the purity 
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and simplicity of religion. Al l  who are hiliar with the 
historid and literary monuments of the Middle Ages 
appreciate the truth of this -on. Moreover, that 
which eapecielly chmterieed the m o d  and interior life 
of those timea waa the inseparable union of the most 
ardent and intense affections with their legitimate oonsa 
cration ; it waa the recognition of duty and religious obliga- 
tion as an essential element of the impassioned outpouring 
of the heart. Here again, a8 in eo many other respecte, 
Elizabeth waa an admirable and complete pereonification 
of her age. Waa it not in that century that St. Louis, 
throughout h b  whole life, preserved for hie wife Margaret 
the noble and paaeionate tenderness of his firat years; 
that this great king, thie great Saint, showing the ring that 
he always wore, and upon whioh he had had engraved 
these three worda, - God, EFancc, and Margaret, -said 
with beautiful simplicity, Thid rilrg sncirclcs all that is 
dar to my heart 1 Was it not, moreover, in this century 
that Edward I of England erected those fifteen stone croesee, 
the remains of which may be counted among the wondera 
of Christian &,at the places where the cob of hie well- 
beloved wife, Queen Eleanor, rested on its way from the 
city where ehe died to Weatminster 1 I t  was undoubtedly 
the most beautiful and magnificent funeral pomp that was 
ever known; but wee it too much for the woman who, 
twenty years before, went with her husband to share with 
him the dangers of the Crusade, sucked with her o m  lips 
the poison which a Saracen's dagger had left in Edward, 
and so saved his life at the peril of her own? 

It is a remarkable thing, moreover, and one that haa 
not been justly appreciated, so far as my observation bee 
gone, up to the present time, that t h b  union is found to 
exist in fiction aa well as in reality, and that the creations 
of the imagination yield it a tribute of homage aa striking 
aa the monuments of histoy. All the poetry of Elizabeth's 
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time, or of an earlier period, breathes the aame spirit. It 
was not till a later day that illegitimate love, or one not 
corncrated by the Church, could inspire interest* Up to 
that time, it would seem that in a tale of love, marriage, 
or at least a betrothal, waa an essential condition in the 
narrative to warrant Christian soule in being moved by 
the poet's verses ; love and interest, far from terminating 
with marriage, as in modem works of fiction, seemed 
almost to commence with it. Conjugal fidelity ie in some 
sort the pivot and the soul of all this beautiful poetry. 
The most animated and romantic ecenea are those which 
take phce between husband and wife. Not only was this 
the case in legends 9 and poems especially devoted to reli- 
gions subjects, but works which appear to be purely chival- 
rous and profane bear the aame impresa of the consecration 
of sentiment by duty. It k only of woman as the faithful 
and devoted wife that these chivalric poets pronounce the 
apotheosis in those many verses, in which she k almost 
deified, and in which she seems to aham in the tender 
veneration reserved for MaqP In our national literature, 
the beautiful and chaste love of Roland and hie betrothed 
Aude, in the romauce of Roncc~aw; and the admirable 
hietory of the misfortunes of GBrard of Rouesillon, shared 
by hia wife, are sdlicient to give ue an idea of how our 

1 Trirton in the k t  great poem of the Middle Ager in which 
intereat re& upon a pardon condemned 11y religion. I t  did not 
become popular, erpechlly in Oermany, till towuda the middle of the 
thlrtnnth century. 

Such ue, for example, the beautiful legend of St. Alexir, which 
1r.b be found in German u well an in Italian; thore aIro:of St. North- 
burg of Swabia m d  St. hhthilda, and the Epfioder of Faurtinianar 
and of Crercentia in the K a k  Chronik, pubhhed by M. h r m a n n .  

8 See, for example, the poem of the Wirukbr, in &hiller, T h u n u  
antipit. k., thore of Henry h u e n l o b ,  who owen hir Lume to hfi 
beautiful rongr in honor of women, reverrl manurcrfpt poem at 
Heirlelhrg, etc. 

17 
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own poets r e c o w  thia essentially Chrietian principle. 
In Germany, the adopted country of Elizabeth, it may be 
said to have been more generally observed and appreciated 
than elsewhere. We see the most striking and popular 
example of it in the Nicbelulrgsn, in Siegfried and Chriem- 
hild, the hueband and wife so admirable in their simplic- 
ity, their purity, and their devotion. Thb star of pure love 
which distinguishes the moat beautiful hietorid tradi- 
tione of the country, a8 thoae of Henry the Lion, Florentia, 
Genevieve of Brabant, and Count Ulric, is, moreover, the 
conspicuoue feature of the great poems of the chivalric 
perioda Perceval ie so abaorbed in contemplating the 
three drop of blood on the wow, which r e d 1  to him the 
white and rosy complexion of his wife, that he is heedless 
of glory and neglects the fight. Lohengrin's wife, when- 
ever her husband leaves her, faints and remainn in a 
swoon until he returns. I n  the Titurd, when the faith- 
ful husband and wife are reunited in death, two beautiful 
vines spring up from the grave in which they rest side by 
side, and, interlacing each other as they grow become a 
support to one another. Beautiful and noble symbols of 
those holy affections which gave to the earth only sweet 
flowers, but the roota and Ruita of which were elsewhere. 
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Comummatur in bmvi erplevit temporr mdta  : placita enim erst 
Deo d m a  illiur: propter hoc properorit educere illurn de medio 
iniquitatum. - 8rr. IV, 18,14 

BBTeGa losing sight of hie sad and dear Ehabeth, Louie 
soon recovered that cheerful and hopeful energy which 
prevailed in these distant expeditions, and that holy joy 
which faith h d e  in the conecioueneaa of the sacrifices 
which she imposes and the victories which she obtains. 

He had with him the ate of the ohivalry of his States ; 
five counta, Louis of Wartburg, Qunther of Kefernburg, 
Meinhard of Mulhberg, Henry of Stolberg, and Burkhard 
of Brandeberg ; his cupbearer, Lord Rudolph of Varila ; 
his marshal, Lord H e n g  of Ebersberg; hie chamberlain, 
Lord Henry of Fahnern ; his seneschal, Herman of Hoa- 
heim, and many other barons and knights* The number 
of foot-aoldiers who followed him wee small, we are told 
by one of the chroniclers, because of the great distance 
they had to much. Five priests, and amoug them his 
chaplain Berthold, who wrote hie life, performed the 
duties of saying Msss, hearing confessions, and rendering 
other spiritual help, to all 'these warriors during their ex- 
pedition Besidea the counts and lords, who were the 
imme&ate vsssale of the Duke Zlouis, he wea accompanied, 

1 Their namer, ar well u thore I have given, are found in Bothe, 
p. 1717. See alao Jnrti, p. 88, etc. 
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in his quality of Commander-in-chief of the Crusadere of 
all Central Germany, by a great number of other knighta 
from Swabia, Franconia, and the banks of the Rhina 
Among them we find the name of Count Louie of Gleichen, 
so celebrated in Germany for his mmantio adventures 
during this Crusade. A trcrdition, well founded and sup- 
ported by numerous aoientific proofs, relatea that having 
been made a prieoner in Palestine, and taken to Egypt, he 
was delivered by the daughter of the Sultan, Melecheala, 
on condition that he should marry her, although he had 
left his wife, nBe Counteae of Orlamunde, in Thuringia 
He brought her to Rome, where, it ia claimed, he obtained 
a dispensation from the Pope for this double union, and 
from there to hie castle of Gleichea, where the two wives 
lived together in the most perfect union1 

With this strong eaoort the Duke marched through 
Franconia, Swabia, and Bavaria, crossed the !Cyrolese Alp, 
and going by way of Lombard y and Tuacany, joined the 
Emperor at Apulia The meeting took place in the city 
of Troja, towards the end of August, 1227. The Emperor 
had gathered together a powerful army ; nearly sixty 
thousand men mere encamped there under the banner of 
the Cross. But an epidemic had already broken out 
among his troops, and prevented their embarking. Every- 
thing, however, waa ready for it. The Landgrave had a 
secret couference with the Emperor on the Island of S t  
Andrew, to t o g 0  the details of the management of 
the expedition; for, despite his youth, no prince inspired 
more confidence in his sovereign, as well as in hb infe- 
riora. Immediately after this conference the two princes 
embarked at Brindisi, having recommended their voyage 
to GCod by solemn prayera and other religious ceremonian 

1 The tomb of thir count, re8ting between hir two wirer, ir reen in 
the cathedral of Erfurth. The trPditionr of French chivalry attribute 
the rame incident to Giler of Trazegnier. 
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But from the moment he set foot aboard the ship, he felt 
himeelf seized with ch ih  and fever. At the end of three 
daya, the Emperor himself, unable to endure the voyage, 
put into port at Otranto,' where the Empreaa wae? The 
Duke followed him there, although a large portion of hie 
forces had continued on their way to Palestine. He paid 
a visit to the Empress with proper respect ; but the fever 
increased in violenoe, and it wse with difficulty that he 
got back to hie ahip, where he wse obliged to take to hie 
bed. The diseaee made rapid progress, and he wae aoon 
compelled to abandon all hope of recovering. The Duke 
wae the h t  to realize the gravity of hie condition; he 
dictated his will at once, and summoned the Patriarch of 
J e d e m  to bring him the last eacnsmente. That prelate 
came, acoompanied by the Bishop of St. Croix, and admin- 
istered Extrelne Unction to him. Then, after having con- 
f d  hie a h  with humility and with great contrition, 
the Prince assembled his knighta mund hie bed, and 
reueived the Bread of Life in their preeence with the 
moat fervent devotion and expressions of the moat lively 
faith.' 

Neither in the aocount given by his chaplain, who waa 
pr-t with him during his last moments, nor in that of 
any of the historians who have aince described them, is 
there found a word which could lead ue to believe that 
the saintly and brave knight experienced any regret at 
giving up hie life. Neither hie youth, in the flower of 
which he went to his grave, nor his county, from which 
he died eo far away, nor the power wbich he had m nobly 
and 80 thoroughly exercised ; neither his relatives, nor hie 

1 He duo fell 111 there, or feigned to be no, and dimbanded him umy, 
which led to him excommunicrtIon by Pope Wgory IE 

Yolrnde of Brienne, who died noon after. 
6 At that drne Extreme Unction war alwrym given before Holy 

vI.ticam. 
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children, whom he had scarce had time to know, nor even 
Elizabeth, whom he had so faithfully, so tenderly, and so 
supremely loved; none of these t- seem to have 
held hie soul back, eage.r as it was for heaven. On the 
contrary, we are told that he was anxious to die ; and the 
happiness of meeting hie death under the banner of 
Christ, in Hia service, and in Hie pay, as it were, Bfter hav- 
ing sacrificed everything for that object, &hie happiness 
filled hie soul to the exclusion of every other thought 
and left no place in hie heart for any earthly remem- 
bmce or regret. Ba he had lived but for God and in 
God, it seamed to him a very simple thing to die at the 
f h t  moment that God willed it, and at the post aseigned 
him. Be a docile and faithful soldier, he mived  with- 
out murmur the eignal which called him away before the 
cloee of the combat. He who had shed so many team at 
leaving, for a time only, his dear familp; he who had 
torn himaelf with so much anguish from the arms of a 
wife whom he might hope eoon to eee again, in this mc+ 
ment of complete and irreparable separation had no longer 
a sigh or a tear to give her. He could lament and weep 
indeed at the thought of being separatd from her on 
&h; but, at the gate of heaven, that dear image d d  
present itself to him only in the midst of futwe joys and 
eternal happinesa 

He merely directed some of his knights to go and an- 
nounce hie death to hie familp and to hie Elizabeth, bear- 
ing to her the ring which he had shown her, and c e d  
words which have not been preserved for ua He also be- 
sou~ht all hie followers whom he saw around him, in the 
name of God and of Our Lady, to think of him if they 
lived to return from their holy enterprise, to carry back 
his bonea to Thuringia, and to bury them at Reinha* 
brunn, where he had chosen hia place of burial; ae a h  
never to forget him in their prayere. Some time before he 
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expired he eaw a multitude of white doves who U e d  the 
room and flew mund his bed. * See I eee I * he exclaimed, 

those doves, whiter than snow I " The aesiatante thought 
him deliriou. A moment afterwarde he said, "1 must 
fly away with' all theae beautiful dovean Saying t h w  
words, he slept in the Lord, quitting this m o d  pilgrim- 
age to enter into the eternal country, and take hie place 
among the knights of God? on the third day after the 
Nativity of the B l d  Virgins having just completed hie 
twenty-eeveath year. 

Be soon aa he had breathed hie laat, the Chaplain Ber- 
thold saw the doves of which he had spoken flying away 
towards the Eaet. He followed them a long time with his 
eyes, and wse not surprised that the Holy Ghoet, Who had 
descended upon the Son of God under the form of a dove, 
ehould have eent angels in this white raiment to meet 
and conduct to the Son of Eternal Justice thie young soid 
who had preserved during hie mortal pilgrimage the in- 
noomce and purity of the doveP Hie he, so handsome 
in life, seemed to have taken on 8 new beauty in the 
midet of death; and it waa impossible to contemplate 
without admiration the expression of Mth fulfilled, of 
meet peace and ineffable joy, which was depicted upon 
hie pale cheeks, with that placidity of death whose charm 
is ao profound and so pure. 

It was a terrible tdiction to those who had followed 
him so far to see him die in their armq in the full bloom 
of hie youth and d m ,  and to find themaelvee without a 
leader in so perilous an expedition. I t  was 8 atill greater 

1 In the h n c h  prayglcbooh of the Mddle Agw, the mgelr ue 
often ulled KnigkJ+a of God. 

9 September 11,1487. 
8 We know the beauttful legend of 8L PoQcup, who wm burned 

dive. Hia blood extln@hed the dun- and from hin mher 8 white 
dove w u  rean to rirg who flew awry towudr heaven. In like mmner 
r dore nu rwn to rlre from the rkke of Jour of Am. 
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blow for those among his vaesale and brothere in arm who 
had gone ahead of him, who had not had the aad privilege 
of being preaent with him in his leat moments and of 
receiving his laat breath, and to whom news was brought, 
far out at sea, of the loss they had sustained. Their cries 
of grief and prolonged lamentations rent the air and 
resounded over the waves. Alae l dear sovereign," they 
said, alas ! noble knight, why have you leh us thus exiles 
in a strange land 1 Why have we lost you, you the light 
of our eyes, the leader of our pilgrimage, the hope of our 
return1 Woetouel" 

They retraced their mume at onm Together with those 
who had remained on land, they all took a solemn ogth to 
execute the last wishes of their dearly beloved prinoe, if 
they should escape themselves from the dangers of the 
Crusade. Meanwhile they celebrated his obsequies with 
solemnity, and carefully buried his body; then they 
resumed their route to accomplish their vow. 
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ELIZABETH BEAES OF THE DEATH OB HER HUSBAND; 
ma GBEAT Brrctmsa AND ! C m m n o ~  

Quo mihi rrulrnr er ? quo mihl rapttu r nuaibu, homo undmb, 
homo recmdum cor merun ? Amrrrimu nor in vita: quomodo in 
morte rumu reparati 9 . . . Omnino o p u  m o m ,  horrendum dfrortlum. 
Qui~  d m  tam ruari rinculo mutd norlrl non pepercbret amorb, aid 
totiu rorritstir inimicr mom ? -ST. B ~ A R D ,  in Cant. m. 811. 

!t'm lords whom the Duke Louie had charged on hie 
deathbed to go and announce hie death in Thuringie, had 
a long and difficult journey to aocomplieh; and the sad 
newa which they had to bring baak to their country wae 
not of a nature to muse them to htrsten their progreea 
The young Duchese, during this internal, had given birth 
to her fourth ohild, Gertrude, and could not eee the mee- 
aemgers when they amived. It waa to the Duchees mother, 
therefore, and to the young princes Conrad and Hemy that 
they announced the m e 1  and unexpected losa which had 
befallen them. In the midet of the general coneterntion 
which this newe spread in the family and among the 
people of the illustrious dead, some good and prudent men 
conaidered the eff& which it might produce upon the 
young mother, now a widow without knowing it. Sophia 
hereelf felt again a motheia tendernees for her whom her 
eon had loved so much ; she gave the stricteat ordere that 
no one ehould allow her daughter-in-law to euapeat the 
misfortune that had befallen her, and , took eve y pm- 
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ca~~ticm to ensure the faithful execution of her ordera 
When d i c i e n t  time had elaped after her ooniinement, 
and it became newsmy to make known to this tender 
and faithful wife the cxw which God had mt her, it was 
the Duchess Sophia who undertook the painful duty.' 
Accompanied by several noblemen and discreet ladies, she 
went to her daughter-in-law, whom she found in her own 
apartment. Elizabeth received them with respeot and 
affection, and made them sit d o n  around the oouch upon 
which she wan reolining, without having any mpicion of 
the object of their visit. When they were all mated, the 
Duchess Sophia eaid to her, "Take courage, my dearly 
loved daughter, and do not permit yourself to be troubled 
by what hss happened to your hueband, my son, by God's 
will, to which, as you h o w ,  he had wholly reeigned him- 
self." Elizabeth, aeeing her mother-in-law's calmnew, as 
ahe uttered these words without a tear, did not suspect 
the full extent of her misfortune, and imagining that 
her husband had been made a prisoner, anawered, " If 
my brother is a captive, with the help of God and of our 
friends, he shall aoon be ransomed. My Father, I am 
sum, will come to our aaeistance, and I shall aoon be con- 
soled." But the Duchese Sophia immediately replied to 
her, "0 my dearest daughter t be patient, and take this 
ring which he hss eent you ; for, unhappily for us, he is 
dead." Oh, madam 1 " cried the young Duohesa, " what do 
you say 1 " " He is dead," m'peatd the mother. At these. 
words Elizabeth turned pale, then quite red ; letting her 
arms fall upon her knees, and clasping her hands tightly 
together, ehe aaid, in a stifled voiw, " Oh I my divine 
Lord t my divine Lord I the whole world is now dead for 

1 According to another rooount, rnpported by reverd chroniclwy it 
WM the rtone in the ring that the Duke had given her which, falling 
from itr rettlng at the very moment in which Louie expired, led Elin- 
beth to conceive the flnt thought of her rt8lotlon. 
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me, the world and all that it contains of sweetness," 
Then rising in a distracted manner, she began running ss 
hard as she muld through the room and corridors of the 
castle, crying, "He is dead, dead, dead t" She did not 
stop till, reaching the refectory, her further progress here 
wss impeded by a wall, to which she clung cloeely, 
bathed in tears. She seemed bereft of her reaeon. The 
Ducheas Sophia and the other ladies followed her, drew 
her away bom the wall which she was hugging, made her 
sit down, and strove to comfort her. But she at once 
began to weep and sob, uttering broken sentencw : " Now," 
she kept repeating, "now I have lost all, 0 my dearly 
loved brother 1 0 dearest friend of my soul t 0 my good 
and gentle husband 1 You are then dead, and you have 
left me in misery 1 How shall I live without you 1 Ah 1 
poor forsaken widow, unhappy woman that I am I May 
He Who does not forsake the widow and the orphan com- 
fort me 1 0 my God, send me comfort 1 0 my Jesus, 
strengthen me in my wealmess 1 " 

I n  the meantime her maids came for her and endeav- 
ored to persuade her to return to her amment .  She 
permitted herself to be led by them, tottering as she went; 
but on rewhiug her chamber, she fell upon her face to the 
floor. W e n  they had raised her up, she commenced 
again her teare and lamentations The Duoheas Sophia 
now in her turn abandoned herself to her maternal grief, 
and mingled her teare with those of her daughte~in-law, 
ae did also the noble ladies who were witnesses of this 
sad epectacla Following their examplqthe whole ducal 
household, all the inhabitants of the castle of Wartburg, 
where Louis had spent nearly all of his short life, gave 
themselves up without reserve to the grief which until 
then had been repreesed by the regulations e n f o d  in 
consequence of the poor widow's condition The spectaole 
of her profound anguish added still more to the impreasion 
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caution to ensure the faithful execution of her ordera 
When diicient time had elaped after her confinement, 
and it became necessary to make known to this tender 
and faithful wife the cxw which God had eent her, it wae 
the Duchess Sophia who undertook the painful duty.' 
Accompanied by mveral noblemen and discreet ladies, ehe 
went to her daughter-in-law, whom she found in her own 
apartment. Elizabeth received them with a p t  and 
affection, and made them ait d o n  around the much upon 
which ehe wan reclining, without having any euepicion of 
the object of their visit. When they were all seated, the 
Duchess Sophia eaid to her, "Take courage, my dearly 
loved daughter, and do not permit yourself to be troubled 
by what hss happened to your husband, my eon, by God'e 
will, to which, as you know, he had wholly reeigned him- 
ad." Elizabeth, aeeing her mother-in-law's calmnaq as 
ahe uttered these words without a tear, did not euspect 
the full extent of her misfortune, and imagining that 
her husband had been made a prisoner, anewered, If 
my brother is a captive, with the help of God and of our 
friends, he shall eoon be ransomed. My Father, I am 
sure, will come to our aesistance, and I ehall eoon be oon- 
aoled." But the Duchese Sophia immediately replied to 
her, " 0 my deareat daughter 1 be patient, and take this 
ring which he has sent you ; for, unhappily for us, he is 
dead." " Oh, madam I " cried the young Duchese, " what do 
you say 1 " " He is dead," repeated the mother. At these 
words Elieabeth turned pale, then quite red ; letting her 
arms fall upon her knees, and clasping her hands tightly 
together, ehe aaid, in a stifled voice, " Oh 1 my divine 
Lord I my divine Lord I the whole world ia now dead for 

1 According to moth& u?comt, mpported by r e r d  chroniclw, it 
wm the atone in the ring that the Duke had given her whIch, idling 
from itr netting at the very moment in which Lo& expired, led E l b  
beth to conceive the f st thought of her &liotion. 
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me, the world and all that it contains of sweetness," 
Then rising in a distracted manner, ehe began running as 
hard as ehe could through the rooms and conidore of the 
castle, crying, "He is dead, dead, dead I" She did not 
stop till, reachiug the refectory, her further progreee here 
was impeded by a wall, to which she clung closely, 
bathed in tears. She seemed bereft of her reason. The 
Duchess Sophia and the other ladies followed her, drew 
her away from the wall whioh she was hugging, made her 
sit down, and strove to comfort her. But ehe at once 
began to weep and sob, uttering broken sentences : " Now," 
she kept repeating, "now I have loat all, 0 my dearly 
loved brother l 0 dearest friend of my soul l 0 my good 
and gentle husband l You are then dead, and you have 
left me in misery ? How shall I live without you 1 Ah I 
poor forsaken widow, unhappy woman that I am I May 
He Who does not forsake the widow and the orphan com- 
fort me l 0 my God, send me comfort l 0 my Jesus, 
strengthen me in my weakness I "  
In the meantime her maids came for her and endeev- 

ored to persuade her to return to her apartment. She 
permitted herself to be led by them, tottering as ehe went ; 
but on reaching her chamber, she fel l  upon her face to the 
floor. When they had raised her up, she commenced 
again her tears and lamentations The Duoheas Sophia 
now in her turn abandoned herself to her maternal grief, 
and mingled her tearr, with those of her daughter-iu-law, 
as did a h  the noble ladies who were witnesees of this 
sad epectacle. Following their example, the whole ducal 
household, a l l  the inhabitants of the caetle of Wartburg, 
where Louis had epent nearly all of his short life, gave 
themselves up without merve to the grief which until 
then had been repreeeed by the mgulatione enforoed in 
consequence of the poor widow's condition. The spectaole 
of her profound anguish added still more to the impresaios 
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caution to ensure the faithful execution of her ordera 
When sufficient time had elapsed after her oonfinement, 
and it became n e c e e v  to make known to thie tender 
and faithful wife the croee which God had sent her, it waa 
the Ducheee Sophia who undertook the painful duty.' 
Accompanied by several noblemen and discreet ladies, she 
went to her daughter-in-law, whom she found in her own 
apartment. Elizabeth received them with r e a p t  and 
affection, and made them sit down around the couch upon 
which she waa reolining, without having any suspicion of 
the object of their visit. When they were all mated, the 
Duchess Sophia mid to her, "Take courage, my dearly 
loved daughter, and do not permit y o m l f  to be troubled 
by what has happened to your husband, my eon, by God's 
will, to which, as you know, he had wholly reeigned him- 
eelt" Elizabeth, seeing her mothwin-law's calmness, as 
she uttered theae worda without a tear, did not suspect 
the full extent of her misfortune, and imagining that 
her husband had been made a prisoner, answered, If 
my brother is a captive, with the help of God and of our 
friends, he shall eoon be mwmed. My Father, I am 
sure, will come to our aeeistance, and I shall soon be con- 
soled.'' But the Duchesa Sophia immediately replied to 
her, "0 my deareat daughter 1 be patient, and take this 
ring which he has sent you ; for, unhappily for ue, he is 
dead." " Oh, madam I " cried the young Duoheas, " what do 
you say ? " " He is dead," repeated the mother. At t h e  
words Elieabeth turned pale, then quite red ; letting her 
arms fall upon her knees, and clasping her hands tightly 
together, she said, in a stifled voice, Oh 1 my divine 
Lord I my divine Lord I the whole world ia now dead for 

1 According to moth& account, supported by r e v d  chroniclw, it 
WM the atone in the ring that the Duke had given her which, idling 
from itr letting at the very moment in which Lo& expired, led E b  
beth to conceive the flnt thought of her rf8lctlon. 
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me, the world and all that it contains of sweetness," 
Then rising in a distracted manner, she began running as 
hard as she could through the rooms and corridors of the 
castle, crying, "He is dead, dead, dead I" She did not 
stop till, reaching the refectory, her further progrees here 
was impeded by a wall, to which she clung closely, 
bathed in tears. She seemed bereft of her reason. The 
Duchess Sophia and the other ladiea followed her, drew 
her away from the wall which she was hugging, made her 
sit down, and strove to comfort her. But she at once 
began to weep and sob, uttering broken sentences : " Now," 
she kept repeating, "now I have loat all, 0 my dearly 
loved brother I 0 dearest friend of my soul l 0 my good 
and gentle husband I You are then dead, and you have 
left me in misery? How shall I live without you 1 Ah I 
poor forsaken widow, unhappy woman that I am I May 
He Who does not forsake the widow and the orphan com- 
fort me l 0 my God, send me comfort l 0 my Jesus, 
strengthen me in my weakness I "  
In the meantime her maids came for her and endeav- 

ored to persuade her to return to her apartment. She 
permitted herself to be led by them, tottering as she went ; 
but on reaching her chamber, she fell upon her face to the 
floor. When they had raised her up, she commenced 
again her tears and lamentations. The Duchess Sophia 
now in her turn abandoned hereelf to her maternal grief, 
and mingled her teare with those of her daughter-iu-law, 
as did also the noble ladies who were witnames of thie 
sad spectacle Following their example, the whole ducal 
household, all the inhabitants of the caetle of Wartburg, 
where Louis had spent nearly all of his short life, gave 
themeelves up without reserve to the grief which until 
then had been repreesed by the regulations enfomd in 
consequence of the poor widow's condition. The spectaale 
of her profound anguish added still more to the impremion 
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c a ~ ~ t i m  to ensure the faithful execution of her d e r a  
When sdc ien t  time had elapeed after her confinement, 
and it became necerrfqy to make known to this tender 
and faithful wife the crosa which God had sent her, it was 
the Duchess Sophia who undertook the painful duty.' 
Accompanied by several noblemen and discreet ladies, she 
went to her daughter-in-law, whom she found in her own 
apartment. Elizabeth received them with mpe& and 
affection, and made them sit down around the much upon 
which ehe wae redining, without having any suepicion of 
the object of their vieit. When they were all seated, the 
Duchess Sophia eaid to her, "Take courage, my dearly 
loved daughter, and do not permit yourself to be troubled 
by what has happened to your husband, my eon, by God's 
will, to which, as you know, he had wholly xwigned him- 
wK" Elizabeth, seeing her mother-in-law's calmneaa, as 
ehe uttered these worde without a tear, did not suspect 
the full extent of her miefortune, and imagining that 
her husband had been made a prisoner, anawered, If 
my brother is a captive, with the help of Bod and of our 
friends, he shall aoon be ransomed. My Father, I am 
eure, will come to our aeeltance, and I shall soon be con- 
soled." But the Duchess Sophia immediately replied to 
her, " 0 my dearest daughter l be patient, and take this 
ring which he has sent you ; for, unhappily for m, he is 
dead" " Oh, madam I " cried the young Ducheee, lr what do 
you say ? " "He is dead," repeated the mother. At these 
words Elizabeth turned pale, then quite red ; letting her 
arms fall upon her knees, and clasping her hande tightly 
together, she eaid, in a stifled voice, '' Oh l my divine 
Lord I my divine Lord I the whole world is now dead for 

1 According to moth& account, nnpported by r e v d  chroniclw, it 
WM the rtone in the ring that the Duke had given her which, f d h g  
from itr netting at the very moment in which Louie expired, led E k -  
beth to conceive the flnt thought of her rf8lotlon. 
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me, the world and all that it contains of sweetness," 
Then rising in a distmted manner, ahe began running aa 
hard as she could through the rooma and corridors of the 
castle, crying, "He is dead, dead, dead I" She did not 
etop till, reaching the refectory, her further progreaa here 
was impeded by a wall, to which she clung cloesly, 
bathed in tears. She seemed bereft of her reason. The 
Ducheae Sophia and the other ladies followed her, drew 
her away from the wall whioh she was hugging, made her 
sit down, and s h v e  to comfort her. But she at once 
began to weep and sob, uttering broken sentences : Now," 
ehe kept repeating, "now I have lost all, 0 my dearly 
loved brother 1 0 deareat friend of my eoul I 0 my good 
and gentle husband 1 You are then dead, and you have 
left me in misery 1 How shall I live without you 1 Ah I 
poor forsaken widow, unhappy woman that I am I May 
He Who doea not forsake the widow and the orphan com- 
fort me I 0 my God, send me comfort1 0 my Jesus, 
strengthen me in my wealtneea 1 " 

In the meantime her maide came for her and endeav- 
ored to persuade her to return to her apartment. She 
permitted herself to be led bp them, tottering as she went ; 
but on reaching her chamber, she fel l  upon her face to the 
floor. When they had raised her up, she commenoed 
again her team and larnentationa The Ducheas Sophia 
now in her turn abandoned herself to her maternal griei, 
and mingled her tearr, with tho88 of her daughter-in-law, 
as did also the noble ladies who were witnews of thia 
sad epectacla Following their example, the whole ducal 
household, a l l  the inhabitants of the castle of Wartburg, 
where Louis had spent nearly all of his short life, gave 
themselves up without mewe to the grief which until 
then had been repreesed by the regulatione enforced in 
mneequence of the poor widow's condition. The spectacle 
of her profound anguish added still more to the impreseiou 
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produced by the imparable lose of the beloved sovereign 
For eight days the home was wholly given up to teare, 
lamentations, and cries of grief. But neither this abun- 
dant sympathy, nor any effort to comfort her, could alleviate 
the d o t i o n  of Elizabeth; she sought in vain a remedy 
for her despair. Bud yet there was near her, we are told 
by her pious historian, an all-powerful Comforter, the Holy 
Spirit, the Father of widows, of orphans, of broken hearts, 
Who did not permit her to be tried beyond her strength, 
and Who wished to crown her with His graces, whilst fill- 
ing the cup of her sorrow. 

Behold, now, thie dear Saint, whom we have seen 
blessed, in a truly Christian union, with the choicest bless- 
ing of this life, a widow at the age of twenty ; the wife, 
loving and so much beloved, condemned henceforth to the 
supreme trial of desolation of heart. I t  was not enough 
for the divine Saviour of her soul that she should have 
been made acquainted, even from her childhood, with the 
trials of life, with the calumny and the persecutions of the 
wicked; through al l  these she had preeemd intact her 
tender confidence in Him. It wrra not enough that she 
should have been tempted by the splendor of royal majesty, 
by the httering homage of a brilliant chivalry, and by the 
intimate joys and pure happiness of her married life; 
amid all these she had invariably given the first place in 
her heart to the thought of heaven, whilst the first care 
of her life was relieving the miseries of her abandoned and 
suffering fellow beings. All this still fel l  short of the 
demand of divine love; it was necessary, before entering 
into possession of celestial joys, that she who had allevi- 
ated so many miseries should in turn become herself the 
most miserable and abandoned of creatures; it was n w  
easary, before beholding the treasures of eternal life, that 
she should die a thousand timea every day to the world 
and to all that a worldly life could give. Thenceforth, to 
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the laat day of her life, uno888ing storms were to assail 
thie frail p h t  ; and by a m i ~ ~ ~ u l o u s  favor, easily intel- 
ligible to the friende of Qod, instead of being broken, or 
bent and weighed down to earth, the p h t  would lift ite 
head again, expanding on all aides, to receive the dew of 
heaven, and bloom with unparalleled beautp. If the loes 
of so tender a husband, if the sudden diseolution of a 
union BO holy, plunged this predestined eoul for a day'into 
an abpe of despair, other and more cruel trial, won came 
to restore to her all her strength and calmness and her in- 
vincible ardor. If she s u w b e d  for an instant, pierced 
through and through by the wound of a mortal love, 
quickly rising she wove completely about her heart a 
ahain of oelestial love, whioh bound her to the throne of 
the Most High, and whioh nothing aodd break or looeea 
As she approached the end of her career the exaltation of 
fictoy waa in some sort to take the platx of the tranqd 
oourqp of her previous etrugglea; she waa to have the 
presentiment and the instinct of triumph. 
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CEWPTER XVIII 

DEAR ST. ELIZABETH IS DBIVEN FROM HEB CASTLE 
WITH HER LITTLE CHILDREN AND REDUaED TO 
EXTREME MIBEBY; THE GREAT INOEATITUDE AND 

CBUELTY OB MEN TOWAEDS HEB 

Vidi Lrcr~nau innowntiom ; et neminem aoruoktorem. 
EWL. IV, I. 

Egenter, mguatirti, di ic t i ,  q l b u  dignu non mt mundu. . . . 
Emma. XI, 87,88. 

IN beginning thia second part of the life of Elhbeth, 
with her twentieth year, I cannot help admonishing the 
few readers who may have followed me thus far that they 
will b d  in the remaining pages an absence of what little 
purely human attraotion, or romantic feature, they may 
have found in those which have preceded. It will no 
longer be the young and uave wife, d i n g  to oombine, in 
the innocent tanderneaa of her soul, the womhip of her 
Heavenly Father with the sweetest affections of life; it 
will be the penitent, given up to all the stern d t i e a  of 
an ascetic life, pressing on beyond the ordinary paths of 
piety followed by the faithful, eradicating from her life and 
expelling from her heart whatever could have found a 
place there by the side of her Qod ; it will be the Chrhtian 
widow, raised to the highest plane of her power, etripped 
more and more of hemelf, and reaching at  last a degree 
of self-abnegation and spiritual mortification inteneely 
repugnant to the mind and heart, as nature hae given 
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them to a, and which, to be understood and appreoiated, 
requiree all the strength and all the fervor of unhesitating 
faith. 

The compaasion which, aa we have seen, was felt for the 
pung widow during the fht horn of her grief was not 
to be of long duration, nor edcmiow. Little time ekpsed 
before persecution and ingratitude came to add all their 
bittern- to the eomw which N e d  her heart. While 
she waa wholly absorbed by thia' sorrow, and kept aloof 
from the c a m  of government which had devolved upon 
her in consequence of the death of her husband and the 
minority of her son, who waa still a child, ancient enmitiea 
were awakened egainet her, and thia favorsble opportunity 
waa seized upon to oppress her who had just been stricken 
by heaven, and to embitter the wound that Ood had in- 
flicted upon her. The Duke Louie had, aa we have seen, 
two younger brothem, Henry ind Conrad; these young 
princea had allowed themselves to be surrounded by men 
who were stmgers to evey sentiment of justice and 
honor. These iniquitous counsellors endeavored especially 
to seduce the Landgrave Henry, surnamed Raape, and to 
engage him, in behalf of hie own interests, in a h e  con- 
spiracy against hie sister-in-law. They represented to him 
that, according to the ancient law of the countrg of Thu- 
ringia, the entire principality ought to remain indivieible in 
the hands of the oldest prince of the reigning family, who 
alone ahould marry ; that if the younger members wished 
to take wives, they could at m a t  obtain, aa their appcmage, 
a few provincsa, and would descend to the rank of counte; 
remaining always vasaale to their elder brother ; and that 
consequently it was of the greatest importance for him, 
Henry, to take peeasion at once of the sovereign authority 
and the righta of the senior member of the h o w ,  setting 
aside the Duke Louis' eon, Hermann, and to m a q  himsell, 
in order that the country might remain in possession of 
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his children. They did not dare, as it would seem, to ad- 
vise him to attempt the life of the legitimate heir, but 
they urged him to expel his brother's widow and all her 
children, induding the little H e m ,  not only from. the 
ducal residence of Wartburg, but likewise from Eieenach 
and from all the other ducal territories If by chance, 
they added, this child should live, he would be only too 
happy, on becoming of age, to receive from hie uncle one 
or two w t l e s  as his whole portion In the meantime it 
was important to get him out of the way at once, and for 
that purpose to banish his mother, the prodigal and bigoted 
lmabetll.1 

The Duke Henry unfortunately allowed himaelf to be 
won over by these dastardly couneela Jwtioe and honor, 
Bays the old poet, fled from his heart, and he declared war 
against the widow and the orphan whom he had sworn to 
protect His younger brother, Conrad, yielded to the same 
advice; and tmaoherow courtiere, with the consent of 
both the brothers, went to Elizabeth to make known to her 
the will of her new master. They found her with her 
mother-in-law, Sophia, who had been drawn to her by 
their common sorrow. They began by heaping injuries 
upon her, reproached her with having ruined the country, 
waeted and exhausted the treasure8 of the State, decaived 
and dishonored her husband, and announced to her that 
as a punishment for her crimes nhe was stripped of all her 
possessions, and that the Duke Henry, now sovereign, 
ordered her to leave the castle immediately. Elizabeth, 
astonished by these insulte and by this masage, endeav- 
ored to move these rude enemies, and humbly besought 
them to grant her a little delay. The Duchess Sophia, 
shocked by such brutality, took her daughter-in-law in 
her arms, and exclaimed, "She shall remain with me1 
No one shall take her h m  me l Where are my sons? 

1 Leg. Aurrr. 
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I want to speak to them." But the emharia  replied, 
" No ; ehe must leave here instantly " ; and undertook to 
separate the two prinmaes by form Seeing that all mist- 
ance was vain, Sophia wished at least to ecoompany poor 
Elizabeth aa far aa the outer gate of the castle. The d e  
throned sovereign waa not permitted the privilege of taking 
anything whatsoever with her; but in the court she found 
her little children and two of her maide of honor, who 
were to be expelled at the same time, and to whom we are 
indebted for an account of this aad scene. When they 
d e d  the gate of the caatle, the Duchess Sophia again 
embraced Elizabeth, shedding many team, and d d  not 
make up her mind to part with her. The aight of the 
children of the aon whom she had lost, of these orphane 
condemned to ahare the fate of their innocent mother, 
inteneified the affliction and indignation of their grand- 
mother. She again asked most earnestly to eee her sone, 
Henry and Conrad, persuaded that they would not miat 
her supplications But she waa told that they were not 
there ; and in fact they had c o n d e d  themaelves during 
the exemtion of their orders, and had not dared to con- 
front the prayers of their mother, nor the aight of the mis- 
fortunes to which they had condemned their sister-in-law. 
At length, after having mingled her tears with those of 
Elizabeth, whom she had held all the time in her arrna, 
Sophia, whose aomw over the death of her son, eaya a 
narrator, was renewed to ita fullest extent, and augmented 
by the shame which ahe felt at the treason of her surviv- 
ing children, Sophia permitted her daughtepin-law to d e  
part, giving way to the moat violent grief. The gatm of 
the caatle, where the young Duchess had reigned so many 
yeara, were cloeed behind her. In that court, from which in 
truth the noblest knighte had gone to reclaim the tomb of 
Christ, no one was found to dischsrge the first duty of chiv- 
alry, and to offer an aaylum or assistance to the widow and 

18 
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the orphans. The daughter of kings descended alone on 
foot, in tears, the rough and steep road which led to the 
city. She carried in her own arms the child to which she 
had j u t  given birth; the others were led by the maids 
of honor who followed her.' I t  was midwinter? and the 
cold was very severe. On their arrival at the foot of the 
mountain of Wartburg, entering the city of Eisenach, which 
she had, aa it were, inundated with her charity, she found 
the hearts of people no l e u  unmerciful. In fact, the 
Duke Henry had proclaimed throughout the aity that 
whoever should receive Elizabeth and her children would 
incur his very great displeasure ; and with an ingratitude 
still more revolting than the cruelty of this order, all the 
inhabitanta of Eisenach obeyed it The desire to please 
the new master, perhaps also that conmiousneaa of benefib 
received which weighs BO heavily upon mean souls, ovw 
Fode all the laws of humanity, kindnea, and juatica It 
was in vain that the unfortunate Princeas, surrounded by 
her four little children, went about weeping, knocking at 
every door, and at those especially of the people who had 
previously shown the greatest affection for her; she was 
nowhere admitted. At last she came to a mieerable tav- 
ern, from which the landlord could not or would not drive 
her away ; for she declared that thie place wse common to 
every one, and she wished to stop thera "Everything 
that I had hna been taken from me," she said, still weep 
ing ; "nothing is left me but to pray to God I " The land- 
lord assigned to her and her companions, aa a shelter for the 
night, a hovel in which his household utensils were kept, 
and in which his hogs were stabled. He turned them out 
to give place to the Duchess of Thuringia, to the Royal 
Princess of Hungary. But, a8 if this last degree of humili- 
ation had suddenly brought back tranquillity to her soul, 

1 The old paintinp of Marburg repment her thru. 
The beginning of the year 1228. 
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ehe no eooner found herself alone in this dirty habitation 
than her team were dried, and a supernatural joy came 
over her and penetrated her whole being. She remained 
in thie state till midnight, when she heard the bell ringing 
for Matine at the Franokm convent whioh she herself 
had founded during her husband's life. She immediately 
went to their & u d ,  and after h a w  asaiated at the office, 
ehe begged them to ohant the Te Dew,  to render thanks 
to God for the great tribulations which He had sent her.' 
Her ardent piety, her absolute submission to the Divine 
Will, the holy joy of a Christian soul whom her Heavenly 
Father deigned to try, and her old love of evangelical pov- 
erty took complete possession of her then, never afterwarde 
to leave her. Pnxltrste at the foot of the altar, whilst amid 
the darkness of thie sad night that song of gladness, so 
incomprehensible to the world, waa wafted to heaven, ahe 
miifled her faithful attendante by the fervor and humility 
with which her soul wae poured forth to God. She thanked 
Him, in a loud voice, that now she was poor and despoiled 
of everything, as He Himelf had been in the crib of 
Bethlehem. l1 Lord," she said, "let Thy will be done 1 
Yesterday I was a duchess, with a rich and grand castle; 
today behold me a beggar, and no one willing to ehelter 
ma Lord, if I had served Thee better whilat I waa a 
sovereign; if I had beetowed more alma for the love of 
Thee, I might now rejoice; unfortunately it was not so I "  
But soon the sight of her poor children, suffering from 
hunger and cold, awakened fresh s m w  in her tender heart. 
I have deseived to see them suffer thus, and repent bit- 

terly for it l . . . My children were born princes and 
princaaes, and now they are starving and have not so 
much as a bed of straw to lie upon I My heart is pierced 

1 Tht convent nu ribatad on the rpot now occupied by the ancient 
Pdrce of the Dukes, the bell-tower, and the guden of Charlottenburg 
in the pnblio aquare of Einenach. 
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with anguish for their sake ; as for me, Thou knoweat, 0 
my Wl that I am unworthy to be chosen by Thee to 
receive the grace of poverty I " 

She remained seated in this church, murounded by her 
children and attendante, during the rest of the night and 
a part of the following day. The intensity of the cold 
and hunger, however, of which her children wee com- * compelled her to leave, and to go and beg for 
lodging and for something to eat. She wandered about a 
long time in vain in that city where so many men had 
been fed, cared for, healed, and enriched by her. Finally 
a prieet, himself very poor, had compassion upon this 
saintly and royal misery, and braving the anger of the 
Landgrave Henry, he offered to share his humble lodging 
with the widow and ahildren of his dead mvemign 
Elizabeth acoepted thia charity with gratitude, and he 
prepared for them beda of straw, offering such hospitality 
ee his poverty permitted; but in order to obtain a little 
wretched nourishment for her dddren and herself, ehe 
waa obliged to pawn some jewele whiah she doubtleaa had 
on at the time of her expulaion from Wartburg, In the 
meantime her persecutore, having learned that ehe had 
found shelter, persevering in their implacable hostility, 
served her with an order to go and lodge at the house 
of one of the lords of the court, who had shown the 
greatest hostility towards her, and who poeseseed a mag- 
nificent residence in Eisenach, with extensive eumunding 
buildings. This man had the effrontery to assign a con- 
tracted little apartment to the Duahese, in which he shut 
her up with her whole family, treating her with disgust- 
ing rudeness, and refusing her nourishment of any kind, 
or even means of warming herself; and hie wife and 
servants imitated his example. Elizabeth spent the night 
in thia wretched place, distressed constantly by the eight 
of the suff'eringa of her children, who were tormented 
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with hunger and by the severe cold weather. The follow- 
ing morning, as ahe did not wish to remain any longer 
in thie inhospitable ladging, she went away, saying, "I 
thank you, 0 walb l that you have protected me during 
the night as much se yon could from the wind and r a i a  I 
wish from the bottom of my heart that I could thank 
your owners, but really I know not for what+" 

She made her way again to the vile retreat whioh ahe 
had found the previous night at the tavern ; that was the 
only place that her enemiea did not begrudge her. She 
spent the greater part of the day, and even of the nighta, 
in the churohee. " From there, at least, no one will dare 
to drive me," she said, for they are God's and Qod alone 
is my hosL" But the mieery to which she was reduced 
brought upon her another sacrifice more bitter to her 
heart than any of the othera She who had befriended 
and cared for so many orphans, so many poor abandoned 
children, whoae delight it had been to pour out the treae- 
urea of her mercy upon them even mom generously than 
upon any other claes of the poor, who'had been so tender 
a mother to them, she was now to eee herself forced to 
part with her own children, that they might not be con- 
demned, at their young age, to undergo destitution and 
mieery with her; she had to deprive herself of thie hut 
human consolation. Some trustworthy people, whose 
name hiatory doea not tell us, having heard of the condi- 
tion to which she was r edud ,  offered to take oharge of 
her children, and ehe had no alternative but to a w p t  the 
offer, or to see them exposed every day to want for food 
which she had no means of providing for them. But that 
which especially determined her to make the separation, 
Bays a contemporaneoue historian, wae the fear of being 
led to sin against the love of God, by the sight of the 
aufferinga of these little ones BO precious to her; for, he 
adds, she loved her children to e x m  They were there 
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fore taken away and concealed separately at distavt 
points. Relieved of anxiety concerning their condition, 
she became more r d p e d  to her own. Having pawned 
every article she had of value, she sought to earn her 
frugal living by spinning. Although reduced hereelf to 
such abject misery, ahe could not accustom herself to not 
relieving the m t a  of others, and she would deprive  he^ 
eelf of eome portion of her own wretched meale, in order 
to bestow some alme upon the poor whom ehe met. 

Such heroic patience, such ininvincible meekness, seemed 
to have calmed the fury of her powerful pereeoutom, but 
failed to inepire the hearta of the inhabitante of Eisenach 
with pity or gratitude. We find no instance of compae- 
sion or sympathy on their psrt in the detailed awunta  
which have been preserved of these pathetio circum- 
stances. On the contrary, they seem to have demonetrated 
how true i t  31 that ingratitude, like all base inclinations 
of the human mul, a n  silence ita memories and ita re- 
morse only by adding new exceeses to previous illdda 
There was at that time, among others, in Eisenach, an old 
beggar, afflicted with many grievo~g infirmilia, who had 
for a long time been the recipient of the charity and the 
assiduoue and attentive care of the Duchess, now herself 
a beggar. One day as she was c m i n g  a muddy etream, 
which still rune through one of the etreeta of Eieenach,' 
into which some etepping-stona had been thrown to 
facilitate the croseing, ehe met thie same old man, who, 
approaching at the aame time that she did to step onto 
the stonee, would not make way for her, but jostling 
rudely againat the young and feeble woman, cawed her to 
fall hdl length into this filthy water. Then adding deri- 
sion to this brutal ingratitude, the old man cried out at 

1 In the old hbtorirna thb aham ir called Bim Coriuomm, and 
at the precent time, under the name of Liibenbach, ir made rue of by 
the cnrrierr and dyerr. 
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her, *Now eee yomelf l You would not live like e 
Duchess when you were one; now you are poor and 
stretched in the mud, and I am not going to help you out" 
Elizabeth, always patient and gentle, got up as best she 
could, and laughed heartily at her own fall, saying, *So 
much for the gold and precious s t o w  I ueed to wear!' 
Then, says her historiau, full of lamignation and unmingled 
joy, she went to wash her miled garments in some water 
nearby, and hm patient soul in the blood of the Lamb.' 

At this point in her hiatory, a sincere and devout reli- 
gious, whom I have already quoted, exclaims with a ten- 
der compassion, " 0 my poor, dear St. Elieabeth I I suffer 
in your miseries far more than you did ; my indignation 
is justly mused against these ungrateful and hard-hearted 
men far more than yours waa Oh! if I had only been 
there, how I would have welcomed you, you and yours, 
with all my heart1 With how much love would I not 
have cared for you and provided for all your wanta ! May 
my good will at leaat be agreeable to you, and when that 
dreaded day ahall come when I shall have to stand alone, 
and abaudoned by all the world, before God, vouchsafe to 
come to meet me, and receive me into everlasting taber- 
nacles." ' 

1 Thir incident, carefully prerened by popular tradition, menu to 
have made an imprerrion even upon Pmtertrrnt porterity. In fact, 
in the rixteonth or reventeenth century, a column w u  erected at  the 
very rpot where the M n t  had fallen in the rtream, with two long and 
ridiculonr iwriptiom in a c l d c  avle, in which the poor &int L 
compared to the grace8 I 

Trw inter n i v u  Chuiter, nymphuque MrOre8 

En l qnutwn tenet hoc Elhbeth. locum, e t a  

ThL column w u  atill rtrrnding in 1788 
a P. llkrttnlu i Kochem. 
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TFIE MOST M E R O ~ L  JESUS OONSOIJES DUB ST. 
ELIZABETH IN HEB MISEBY AND DESTITUTION ; THE 
MOST SWEET AND ~LEMENT VIBGIIN M ~ B Y  COMES 
TO INSTBUOT AND TO FOBTIFY HLB 

Ego, ego lpm conrolrbor tor. . . . 
L. LI, 1B 

Et abterget Dear omnem lacrpmun ab ooda e o m .  
APOO. Vn, 17. 

IN the midat bf so many tribulations, Elizabeth did not for 
a moment forget that it was the hand of Gtod that sent 
them to her; and her heart was never moved to murmur 
or complain. On the contrary, wholly given up to prayer, 
and to a11 the pious practices which the Church, with eo 
much maternal generosity, offers to afliicted souls, she un- 
m i n g l y  sought therein her Saviour, and she was not slow 
in finding Him. He came with all the tenderness of a 
father, ready to transform all the trials whioh &e had so 
nobly accepted into ineffable consoletione. 

He Who promised Hie elect that He w d d  wipe  away all 
tears from th&r eycs could not forget His humble servant, 
prostrated before Him under the weight of all the e m w s  
that could overwhelm a mortal s o d  Not only did He 
wipe away her tears, but He opened her eyee, and permitted 
her to cast her looke ahead into the regions of eternal 
light, where her place was already marked out. Whilet 
she prayed night and day a t  the foot of the altars, happy 
visions, frequent revelations of celeetisl glory and mercy, 

1 Apoc. vil, 17. 
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came to reanimate and refreah her soul. Ymntrude, the 
best loved of her maids of honor, who never left her, and 
who desired to ehare her m h y  a f k  having shared her 
splendor, related to the mleeiaatical judgea all that she 
remembered of these miraculous consolations. She often 
noticed that her miatireas enfered i n t ~  a eort of mtasy 
which ehe could not at finst aa~unt for, One day eape- 
d y ,  during Lent, when the Duoheas was on her knees 
in churoh assisting at Maee, ehe suddenly fell over against 
the wall, and for a long time remained as though absorbed 
and raked above all earthly life, her eyea immovably fixed 
upon the altar until after the communion. When she 
recovered her natural etate, her face wore an expreeaion of 
eupreme happinma. Yeentmde, who had observed all her 
movements, availed hersell of the lint opportuniQ to beg 
her to reveal the vision which ehe doubtleae had had. 
Elizabeth, radiant with joy, replied, I have no right to 
make known to any one what God haa deigned to reveal 
to me ; but I will not conceal from you that my epirit haa 
been inundated with the eweeteet joy, and that the Lord 
has permitted me to see with the eyea of my soul wonder- 
fu l  secrets." 

After the laat bleesing ehe returned to her wretched 
abode and partook of a very light collation. Then, feeling 
herself ovemme with weaknew and fatigue, she Lay down 
upon a bench in front of her window, and rested her head 
upon the breaet of her beloved and faithful ,Ysentruda 
The latter thought that the Ducheaa was ill and wanted 
to deep ; but while resting in thie position, her eyea were 
open and her looke fixed upon heaven. Soon Yeentrude 
noticed that her hoe -me animated ; a deatial serenity, 
a profound and eupreme joy, were depicted there ; a meet 
and tender mile  paeeed over her lipa But a moment 
afterwards her eyea dosed and were eu&eed with teare ; 
then they opened again ; the look of joy and the emile 
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reappeared, to give way agsin to tesre ; and thus ehe re- 
mained until the hour of Compline, her head resting all the 
time upon the heart of her friend, and her face wearing 
alternately an exprasaion of joy and of m o w ,  but moet of 
the time one of great joy. Towarde the end of this eilent 
ecstasy, ehe cried out in m n t a  of ineffable eweetnesa, 
"Yes, indeed, my Lord, if Thou wiehest to be with me, I 
wish to be with Thee and never to be separated from Thee." 
A momsnt latar ehe awoke, and Ysentrude beaought her 
to tell why ehe had thus emiled and wept alternately, 
and to explain the meaning of the words ehe had uttered. 
Elizabetl~, always full of humility, endeavored again to re- 
main eilent regarding the graces which she had received 
from God. F W y ,  yielding to the solicitation of one who 
loved her eo faithfully and well, and who had eo long been 
dear to her, she said, "I eaw the heavena open, and my 
Lord, the moet merciful Jesus, deigned to look down upon 
me, and to mnaole me in all the tribulations by whioh I 
am oppressed. He epoke to me with ineffable tenderness, 
and called me His sister and His friend. He permitted me 
to see Hia dear mother, Mary, and Hia beloved Apostle St. 
John, who waa with Him. My joy at eeeing my Saviour 
must have caused me to emile ; sometimes He turned Hie 
£ace from me as though He would retire, and then I wept 
because I was unworthy to see Him any longer. But He, 
pitying me, turned once again Hie divine looka upon me, 
and faid, Elizcr&th, if t h  toish to b6 with w, I rdsh 
i?tW always to & with t k ,  and mmw to & wlpamtGd 
from the. And I replied, Yes, Lord, I wish to be with 
Thee, never to be eeparated from Thee, either in good 
fortune or adversity." And from that time these divine 
word8 were written upon her heart in charadms of fire, 
and illumined her eoul with a celestial splendor. In thia 
aacred compact, in thie intimate union with Jeaue, the God 
of peaoe, the Father of the poor and the unfortunate, ehe 
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could see, aa it were, the termination of her widowhood, 
and a new and indiesoluble betrothal with an immortal 
Spouae. 

Nor waa thb the only time that this divine Spouse 
manifested to her, in a sensible manner, His tender snd 
watchful eolioituda One day, when ehe had been e x p d  
to an a n t  on the part of her pemeuutor~, the nature of 
which is unknown to us, but eo cruel that her eoul, ordi- 
narily eo patient, waa overwhelmed by it, she mught relief 
in prayer. 

She began to pray ea.mestly, amid many teare, for all 
who had insulted her, begging God to confer upon them a 
bleasing for every injury she had received from them. Be 
ehe .became weary from praying thue, ehe heard a voice, 
which said to her, "Thou h a t  never uttered a prayer eo 
pleasing to Me as these ; they have penetrated to the 
deptha of My heart. Therefore I pardon all the aim that 
thou hast ever committed in thy lifa" And the voice then 
enumerated Co her all her aim, saying, "I pardon thee euch 
and such a ah" Elkbeth cried out in astonishment, 
" Who art thou that epeakest t h u  to me 1 " To which the 
eame voice replied, " I am He at whose feet Mary Magda- 
len came to kneel in the house of Simon the leper." 

Some time afterwards, aa she waa lamenting the fact 
that her ordinary confessor waa not near her, our Lord 
designated as her confaseor the Saint whom ehe had espe- 
cially chosen in her ohildhood, and whom ahe had alwaye 
loved eo tenderly, St. John the Evangdi~t. The apostle 
of love appeared to her; she made her confewion to him 
with a more perfect recollection of her faults, ehe aid, 
and with greater humility of heart, than ehe had ever 
experienced at the feet of any priest, He gave her a pen- 
ance, and addreseed to her an exhortation eo full of ten- 
derneee, and eo efficacious, that her bodily illa seemed to 
her relieved thereby, aa well ss the wounds of her SOUL 
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I t  wse, moreover, pmit ted her, in her frequent and 
vivid contemplations, to penetrate into the smelleet details 
of the dolorous pcreeion of our Lord. Once, for instance, 
when ehe was pmying femently, she had an interior vision 
of a hand opening before her, resplendent with white- 
ness and light, but extremely emactrted, with fingera long 
and slender, and having a deep wound in the middle of 
the palm. She recognized from this last sign that it was 
the hand of Christ, and she was surprised that it waa so 
thin and emaciated. A voice which she knew anewered 
her at once, "That is because I waa exhausted at night 
by vigila and prayers, and during the day by journeying 
from city to city, and througli the country, to p c h  the 
kingdom of God." Again she saw the dark and thick 
blood which had flowed h m  the transfixed side of the 
crucified Jeaus, and she waa surprised that it waa not 
more liquid and dear. The same voice replied to her 
that that was the result of the breaking of all the divine 
membem, and of the awful sufferings which the Son of 
God had endured during the euspeneion of His body on 
the Cross. 

All these miraculous visiona exoited in the tender 
heart of Elizabeth an intense grief for her sins, the expia- 
tion of which had cost the sovereign Victim so much 
suffering. As ehe was one day weeping bitterly over 
this thought, her divine Comforter appeared and said to 
her, " Do not distress thyself, my dear daughter, for all 
thy sins are forgiven thee. I was punished for them in 
every member and every part, througli which thou mayst 
have offended thy Creator. Know that thou art free h m  
all sin!' "If I am thus sanctified," Elizabeth then re- 
plied, " why can I not - from offending Thee? " " I 
have not ao sanotiBed thee," was the answer, "that thou 
canst not sin, but I have given thee the grace eo to love 
Me that thou wouldst rather die than sin." 
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And yet the delicate and humble eoul of Elizabeth, far 
from aseuminp great confidence from these signal favors 
of her God, seemed on the contrary only to have found 
therein an additional motive for despiaing hereelf, for 
miatrusting her own strength, and for exaggerating her 
unworthiness in her own eyea Whilst she scorned the 
exterior trials and the cruel. persecutione, to which she 
had recently been eubjected, she found in herself, in the 
scruplee and fears of her humility, an abundant source of 
bittamesa 

But the Clod to Whom she had made the exduaive gift 
of her life and her heart watched over thh treasure at all 
times ; and as if He wished her to taste succeseively all 
the consolations which are the portion of the children of 
election, as if He wished to draw her and to unite her to 
Himeelf by the sweetest and at the same time the strong& 
bonds, He charged her whom we daily ad* aa the 
Health of the sick, Refuge of sinners, and Comforter of the 
affiicted, to heal thh young, languishing eoul, sick and 
distreaaed from exma of love, whom even this excege led 
into faults against hope and faith. The Queenof Heaven 
became thenceforth the medium of all the p e a  and all 
the light which her divine Son wished to pour forth upon 
the soul of the epouse whom He had reserved for Himself 
from the hour of her birth. 
Mary manifested the same condescension towarde Eliza- 

beth that she did towards St. Bridget and other saints 
illustrious in the memory of Chriathy ; ehe often a p  
peared to her, to insimot, to enlighten, and to strengthen 
her in the way in which God wished her to walk. She 
whom the Church always calls J f o U m ,  Sousreign, guide, 
a d  rrcistrm of all nun? did not disdain to guide each 

1 Patroddo Virginir smcti~imae Imploreto, qacre omdum mate? 
at, domina, dux et magintrr -Brief of Gregory XYI to the BLhop of 
Benner, OcL 6,1838. 
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step of this young and humble Hend of her Son The 
detailed tradition of t h e  sacred interviews, gathered 
from the accounts of Elizabeth h e d ,  haa been preserved 
for Catholio p t e r i t y  in the arm& of the Order of St. 
h c i a ,  and especially in the invaluable doclumenta accu- 
mulated by the learned Jesuits of Belgium, in oompiliug 
their collection of the Aota of tk Saints.' Thenks to these 
p i o u s  records, we are to admire at a dietence 
the sweet familiarity and the maternal eolioitude with 
which Mary entered into all the emotions and all the per- 
plexities which agitated the tender and over-ecrupuloua 
heart of Elizabeth, and the sesiatance she rendered her in 
these interior stru&les, so frequent among all predestined 
mula Nor shall I hesitate to introduce these touching 
narratives here, though I must necessarily abridge them, 
with all the confidence and pioue admiration which they 
ought to inspire in every truly Catholic heart. 

Nothing auld surpase the sweet olemency which 
1 The printed worb of the Bollrndirtr rbp, u fr known, on the 

16th of Ocbber ; but they have prepared and arranged in proper order 
a great number of extracts and documents bearing on the hirtory 
of the raintr of all tlie other dayr of the year. Thir collection ia 
now found in the Library of Burgundy at  Bnurelr. Tllooe relative to 
St. Eliubeth, gathered by the fathera,who travelled ad hoe, among the 
different convents of Germmy, at  the close of the reventeenth century, 
o ~ ~ u p y  two third8 of a folio volume of different articler devoted to the 
raintr of the 19th of November. The puaager which I rllall quote 
are found under the following title: Rsvelationsr beatas Matitla f i r  
E l W  JUiaa rsgir H u n g a h  A note which I w u  unable to d e  
cipher indicates the name of the convent where thin ~ ~ ~ m c r i p t  waa 
found; but a compariron of the hrndwriting lead8 me to believe that 
it  w u  copied and lent by F. Wilman, who tranrmitted many other 
uticler of the name volume, from Webb m d  the r m p a d i n g  
country, where he w u  in 1096. Mr. Staedtler, in ht Oermrn trrnc 
lation of my hirtory, ham given there revelation, complete. He be 
lieve, that they were drawn up by Mart .nu  Florentinua, a FnncLcau 
chronicler, who died in 1688, and who w u  quoted in thb matter by 
Wadding. Ann. Minorurn. 
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charmhized the beginning of them celestial ommunim 
tiona One day, ee the af3icted widow eought interiorly 
her Dearly Beloved with fervor and enxiety, without be% 
able to find Him, ahe wee led to d e c t  upon the came of 
the flight of Jeew into Egypt, and she conceived an ardent 
desire to be instructed upon the subject by eome holy 
monk. Suddenly the Bleeeed Virgin appeared and said 
to her, "If you wish to be my acholar, I will be your 
teacher ; if you wish to ,h my servant, I will be your mie- 
tma" Elizabeth, not daring to believe hereelf worthy of 
euch honor, said, " Who am you, who ask me to become 
your echolar and servant 1" Mary replied, I am the 
mother of the living God, and I eay to yon, there ie no 
monk who can inetruct you in that eubject better than I 
can." At these worde, Elizabeth joined her hands and ex- 
tended them towards the Mother of Memy, who took them 
in her own and said, "If you wish to be my daughter, I 
will be you. mother, and when you are well instructed and 
obedient as a good scholar, a faithful eerpant, and devoted 
daughter, I will place you in the hands of my Son. Avoid 
all discuseione, and close your earn to all injuriea that may 
be uttered againet you Remember that my Son fled i .  
Egypt to escape the enaree of Herod." So extraordinary 
a favor, however, was not eufEcient to afford perfect tran- 
quillity to Elizabeth ; her dietmt of herself only increased ; 
but the Mother who had eo generously adoptad her would 
never abandon her. On the Peaat of St. Agatha (February 
6), ae ehe waa weeping bitterly over her disobedience to 
the inekuctione of her divine mistrew, that sweet coneoler 
euddenly appeared at her aide and said to her, * 0 my 
daughter, why thie violent grief 1 I did not choose you aa 
my daughter to c a w  you eo much trouble ; do not despair 
because you have not fully observed my precepk I knew 
well beforehand that you would fail therein. Repeat once 
my salutation, and this offence mill be wholly forgiven." 
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Some day8 afte~rward~, on the Feast of St. Scholaatica 
(February lo), Elizabeth wee weeping again, sobbing vie 
lently. Her indefatigable coneoler appeared to her, accom- 
@ed this time by St. J o b  the Evangelist, the special 
friend and patron of Ebbeth'e m o o d .  ' You chose 
me," &y a i d  to her, " aa your miatreee and your mother, 
and you gave youreelf -6 me ; but I want thie choice on 
your part to be publicly d r m e d ,  and that is why I have 
brought with me my beloved J o h "  Elizabeth than joined 
her hands again, and placed them between those of the 
Queen of Heaven, ee a nasal between those of her soveb 
eign, and said to her, " Do with me, my Lady, whateoever 
you will, as your semn t" Then she confirmed thia dedi- 
cation hereelf by a solemn oath, in the presenoe of St. John. 

One night, while Elizabeth was reciting the angelio 
dutation, she to whom thie blessed prayer wae addressed 
appeared to her and said, among other thin@, 'I want 
to &ch you a11 the prayere whioh I said while I was in 
the temple. . . . I asked Qod especially to grant me the 
grace to lwe Him and to deteat my enemy. There can be 
no virtue without this absolute love of Glud, by which the 
plenitude of grace descends upon the d; but having 
descended there, it doee not remain, it pcresee away like 
running water, unlese the soul detests her enemies, that is 
to say, ein and vjca He, therefore, Who knows how to 
preserve thie heavenly grace should know how to make a 
proper diapoeition of thia love and hatred, aide by eide, in 
His heart. I waht you to do all that I did. I rose every 
night at midnight, and going before the altar, prostrated 
myself there and besought God to enable me to observe 
all the prempta of Hie law, and begged Him to grant me 
the pax of which I etood in need, in order to be pleasing 
to Him. I prayed especially that I might aee the time 
when that most holy virgin ehould live who was to be the 
mother of His Son, in order that I might mnaeorate my 
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whole being to her eervice and veneration" Elizabeth in- 
terrupted her by eaying, " 0 eweet Lady, were you not 
already then full of grace and virtue?" But the B l e d  
Virgin replied, " I aaeure you I believed myself to be aa 
sinful and wretched ae you think yourself; and for that 
reason I asked Cfod to grant me His grace." 

The Lord did with me," wntinued the Blessed Mother, 
"as the mueioian doea with his harp when he adjusta and 
attunes all the chords thereof, ao that they may produce 
an agreeable and harmonious eound, and then playa on it 
while he singa I t  was thue that God made my soul, my 
heart, my epirit, and all my aeneea to accord with Hie own 
good pleasure. Guided thus by His widom, I was often 
transported to the very bomm of Qod by Hia angele, and 
there I tasted ao much joy and sweetness and cornlation 
t h t  I ceased to remember that I had ever lived in thia 
world. I waa, moreover, so familiar with Cfod and the 
angele that it aeemed to me that I had always lived in thie 
glorious court Then when it pleased God the Father, the 
ang& carried me back to where I had been saying my 
prayera When I had returned to earth, and recalled 
where I .had been, this remembrance intlamed my heart 
with euch a love of God that I embraced the earth, the 
rocke and trees, and all created t h i i ,  through my affeo- 
tion for their Creator. I wanted to be the aervant of all 
the holy women who dwelt in the temple ; I longed to be 
subject to all creatures, out of love for the Eternal Father; 
tpd thie happened to me co~l~tantly. You ahould do 
the same. But you alwaya argue thus, IVhy are d 
favors given ms, what I am a d y  to r-w M 1 
And then you fall into a eort of deepair, and do not have 
faith in the bleasinga of God. Be careful not to talk thus, 
for it diapleasea God greatly. He can give Hie blessing, 
as a good maeter, to whomsoever He will, and as a wise 
father, He knows for whom they are expedient And now," 

10 
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said her divine instructwee in oonduaion, "I have oome to 
you by a special grace ; I am given to you for this night ; 
question me in all confidence ; I will answer everything." 
Elizabeth at first did not dare to avail herself of this 
privilege; but Mary, having urged her a second time, she 
ventured to ask thie question: Tell me then, dear Lady, 
why did you have such an ardent desire to see the virgin 
who was to become the mother of the Son of God?" 
Then the Blessed Virgin related to her how, in seeking to 
oowle  herself for the absence of those supernatural gram 
of which she had just spoken, she had been led to ,this 
idea by the reading of the propheta ; how she had resolved 
to mneecrate her virginity to Qod, that she might be more 
worthy to serve this predestined virgin; and how U p  
God had revealed to her that thie virgin waa none other 
than hereelt 

Some time a f t e m d s ,  aa Ebbeth wae praying f e ~  
vently, her tender mother appeared again to her and said, 
"My ohild, you think that I p o d  all these graces 
without pain, but it was not m. I aseure you, indeed, 
that I did not receive s single one of these gracee from 
aod without a great deal of pain, without constant prayer, 
an ardent desire, profound devotion, and many team and 
trials. It is certain that no grace descends upon the soul 
without prayer and bodily mortification. When we have 
given to God what we can of ourselves, however little that 
be, He comes Himself into our eoul, bearing with Him 
those supreme gifte which in 8 manner cause UE to feel 
our own weakness and to lose the memory of anything 
we may have done pleasing to God. Our aoul then 
becomes more vile and oontemptible than ever in our own 
eyes. And what should the aoul do then? Devoutly 
render thanks to (30d for these favors. When sod sew 
the eoul filled with humility and gratitude, He promises 
her rewards so great that they surpass all the aecret 
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mpiratioxu ahe has conceived. That is what He did when 
He sent Hie Archangel Qabriel to ma What did I do 
then ? I prostrated myself on my knees, and folding my 
hande I eaid, Behld Us handmaid of the M ;  be it 
dons wnto rrcs according to B y  w d .  Then CIod gave me 
His .eon and the mven gifta of the Holy Ghost. Bnd do 
you know why? B~<ULW I had believed in Him, and 
had humbled myself before Him. I 'tell you them thinge, 
my ohild, becaw I wish you to correct your want of faith 
and hope. When the Lord makea you a promhe, say with 
me, B&ld #u handmaid, eta, and pemvere in a firm 
faith and expectation of this promise, until it is m m -  
pliahed ; and if it is not to be realbed, say to yourself that 
you have committed some fault against Qixl, by which 
you have ceased to merit what waa promieed you" 

During the vigil of Chrbtmaa, Elizabeth besought our 
Lord to grant her the gma to love Him with all her heark 
The Blessed Virgin again appeared to her and aaked her, 
@ Who loves Qod ? Do you love Him? " The humble 
Elizabeth did not dare to anewer in the dihmtive, and 
did not wish to in the negative. Whilet ahe wae heaitat- 
ing aa to what to repljl, Mary continued, @ Shall I tall 
you who love8 Him ? The blessed Bartholomew loved 
Him, the bleaeed John, and the blessed Iawrence loved 
Him ; are you willing, like them, to allow yauraelf to be 
fiayed and burned alive ? " 

Elizabeth still remained eilent, and Mary went on : @ If 
indeed you will consent to be etripped of all that ia dear 
to you, all that is precioue or pleasing, even of your own 
self, I will obtain for you the same merit that Bartholomew 
had when he was stripped of hie akin. If yon will bear 
patiently with injuries, you will obtain the same merit 
that I a m n c e  did when he waa burned; if yon make 
no reply to reproaches and injuries, you will have the 
same merit aa John did when they eought to poison him. 
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And in all thie I wiU be p n t  to aid and e w e n  
youS' 

One day that Elieabeth wae thinking about all theee 
prayer- which the B l e d  Virgin told her ahe had said in 
the temple, and asking hereelf why thia immaoulate soul 
had prayed for gra,cea which ehe already poseeeaed, May 
came and amwered her hereelf, with in6nite eweetneee 
and unrestrained familiarity. a I did," ehe eaid, ' like a 
man who wiehee to oanetruot a beautiful fountain. He 
goee to the foot of the mountain and examinee carefully 
where the springe are; he digs until he hae found them, 
and then mnduote the water to the p b  where he intends 
to build his fountain. He c l w  and adorn this plaoe, 
in order that the water there may remain pure and clear; 
he emunde  his fountain with a wall ; he builds a column, 
with oonduita all around, through which the water may 
flow freely for the comfort of all1 I did in like manner. 
I went to the mountain when I undertook to study the 
law. I found the epring when reading and prayer 
revealed ,to me that the source of all good is to love Qod 
with all our heart. I prepad a eite for the foetain 
when I conceived the desire to love whatsoever He loved. 
I wanted the water to be clear and pure when T resolved 
to fly from and to detest sin. I emunded it with walls 
when I united inseparably the virtues of humility, patienoe, 
and gentleness by the fire of charity, and preserved them 
thus united to the end of my life. I built the column 
and constructed the conduita when I -me the refuge 
of all souls ; for I am alwaye d y  to pour out oonaola- 

1 Sic ego fadebam. Tuna id at montem q w d o  mtudni dircere 
legem. Tunc venam inveni quando, etc. . . . Tunc m u m  areri undiqur 
q w d o  rirtuter humilitatlr, patientiae, benignitatir et uunauetudinb 
d o r e  cMtatia ignitu et conjunctu uaqne ad r i b e  eritum inreps 
rabiliter conretrari. . . . Parata rum omnibua pro re re1 pro allb 
portdantibua aubddirrm et aolrtium impertiri gratiuime. 
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tione and greoee trom on high, in mpione atreame, upon 
all who invoke me for themselves or for othm. I have 
revealed to you, my dear c h i l u  ehe said in conclusion, 
"all  the prayera that I made, in order that you may learn 
from my example to ask from God, with humility and 
mnfidence, whatever you may be in need of. Do you 
know why virtues are not equally distributed among men 1 
Because some do not know how to aak for them with aa 
much humility, nor how to preserve them with aa much 
care ae othere. For that reaeon Qod wishes that those 
who are deprived of them should be aaaisted by those 
who poseeee them. And I want you to pray with fervor 
and devotion for your own ealvation and for that of 
othera" 1 

After these two  interview^, Elhbeth  one day saw' a 
m m c e n t  tomb covered with flowers, from which her 
divine coneoler arose and ascended to heaven in the midet 
of innumerable angela who conducted her to the arm of 
her Son An angel came to explain to her thie viaion of 
the humption,  which waa granted to her aa a favor from 
heaven, to autain her in her actual dtlictions, and at the 
same time as s eweet presage of the glory which Qod 
reeerved for her, as to Mary, if she remained faithful and 
aubmiseive to His will to the end. 

The humble servant of Christ, in relating these miracles, 
txid that ahe eaw and heard them with so near and clear 
an evidence of their reality that ehe would rather die than 
to question their exietence. 

It wae thue that Qod bad already commenced to requite 
Hie faithful e e m t .  He gave Himaelf aa a apouee to the 
desolate widow; to the young woman diemuraged and 

1 Proptereq chuirrima 5lh, ontioner qau ego fadebun tibi 
revelad. . . . 8clr quare vlrtuter non muat requadmiter dam? 
Quia n e d t  una pemona, eta. . . . Dico tibi gat. volo, G pro t u  et 
rlionun rduG orue rollidte et devote. 
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troubled, He gave aa mietreee and mother her who ia 
equally the mother of s m w e  and of mercies ; to the soul 
whom He bad stripped of all earthly posasaeione, He 
revealed even in this life the imperishable treasures of 
heaven. 
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nrxlR~m BEFUSES TO MABEY A SEOOND TIME, AND 

OONSEGBATES HEB NUPTIAL ROBE TO JESUS, !lXE 

SPOUSE OF HEB SOUL 

Ego dilecto meo, et dilectp mew mihI, qui p d t w  inter Ulh. 
CUT. YI, a 

The true widow 4 in the Church, r little violet of Elpring, who 
&ar m unequalled f r r g ~ c e  by the odor of her ranctlty, and 
keep henelf rlmort dww conceded un* the broad lerrar of her 
abjection . . . She leeh  hidden and unfrequented plcer, not wishing 
to be occupied by the conrerution of worldly p p l q  that 4 e  may 
the better prewre the frerhneu of her heart @ m t  the exdtement 
which might be C I . ~  by the darire for werlth, or honon, or even the 
promptinp of pwlon-ST. h o x n  01 BALM, I d .  LII, 40. 

TJXE sad condition to whioh a prinm so illustriou~ by 
birth, and allied to the most powerful h o r n  of the Holy 
Empire, had bean reduced, could not fail to d t e  the 
compassion and the intervention of her relatives, aa aoon 
aa it became known to them. The Duchees Sophia, after 
having striven in vain to permade her eons to alleviate poor 
Elizabeth's lot, made hm misfortunes known mmtly to her 
Aunt Matilda, Abbese of K i b h p ,  eieter of her mother, the 
Queen of Hungary. This pioua prino888, penetrated with 
grief at receiving this information, immediately eent truety 
meamgem, with two canisgea, to find her nieoe and 
dddren, and bring them to the abbey. Elizabeth, happy 
especially at the thought of beiug united again with her 
olddwn, whom she loved eo tenderly, m p t e d  her aunt's 
offer, which her pereecutore were undoubtedly afraid to 
oppose, and prooeeded aoroaa the deep foreate and the 
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rnoulltalne which separated Thuringia from Franconia,' 
to Kitzingen, on the Main. The abbeas received her with 
maternal kindness and with many teara She assigned her 
aparfmenta suitable to her rank, and sought to make her 
forget the cruel suffering0 of mind and body which she 
had undergone. But the young Duchaa found no sweeter 
consolation than that of oonforming herself as far aa poe- 
dble to the monaatic mode of life, and she often expressed 
her regret that the care of her children prevented her from 
conforming absolutely to the rule, like a simple religious. 
In the meantime Egbert? the Prince-Bishop of Bamberg, a 
brother of the Abbess Matilda, of the Duchess Hedwiges 
of Poland, and of the Queen Gertrude, and coneequently 
the maternal uncle of Elizabeth, having learned of her 
af3ictione and of her arrival at Kiteingen, felt that her 
prolonged stay at that monastery, with her family, was 
not in accordance with her position, nor with the customa 
of a religious housg and invited her to oome to his diocem 
The docile Princess obeyed him, perhapa with regret, leav- 
ing to the care of her aunt her aeoond daughter Sophia, 
scarcely nine yeam of age, who afterwards took the veil 
in the abbey which had been the cradle of her infancy. 
The prelate reoeived his niece in a manner that must have 
convinced her of his affection for her, and of the respect 
which her great afaictions inspired in him. He offered to 
provide her with an e m r t  to Hungary to the King her 
father; but she declined, probably on account of the sad 
remembrance of the death of her mother Gertrude. He 
then aseigned to her the castle of Botteosteina as her 

1 Thir chain is known by the name of T h u r i n g d d  m d  Road* 
birge. 

9 This prelate died in l286 or 1887. Hia tomb mry be reen in the 
Crtbedd of Brmberg. 

8 Or P-(I, a cutle and borough of the~ishop of Barnberg, on 
the htbch, between Forchheim and -nth, in a very mountdnow 
country. 
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residence, providing her with an eetablishrnent suited to 
her rank, the -tion of which waa to be left to her 
pleasural She went there with her children and her 
faithful attendants, Yeentrude and Guta, who had nobly 
partioipated in all her triala; and in thia quiet retreat 
they resumed night and day their exe& of piety, But 
the bishop, seeing thab the Duchaw waa still quite young, 
being only twenty yeara of age, and remarkably beautiful, 
remembering also the precept of St. P a G  conceived the 
idea of her marrying again. Acoording to  eeveral author-, 
he hoped to prooure her marriage with the Emperor 
Frederiok 11, who had just lost hb m n d  wife, Yolande 
of Jerusalem. The Emperor himself, we b d  it etsted in 
8 contemporay amount, ent8rtained an earnest desire to 
marry Elizabeth, The bishop went to me her, to com- 
municate this design to her. He told her that he wanted 
to marry her to a prince far more illutrioue and powerful 
than her decamd hueband 

She replied, with great aweetneee, that ahe p r e f d  to 
remain single during the rest of her life, and to serve Qod 
dona The prelate argued that she waa still too young to 
embrace a life of that kind ; he reminded her of the perse- 
cutions that she had had to suffer, and euggeeted to her 
the poaeibility of their recnnence when he came to die; 
for although he had resolved to bequeath Basin and 
ita dependencies to her, after his death he could not pro- 
tect her from the attacks of the widred. But Elizabeth 
did not allow her resolution to be shaken A French poet 
ha8 preserved for us her reply. My Lord," said the beau- 
tiful apd pioue Princeas, "I had a hueband who loved 
me tenderly, who waa always my loyal friend ; I shared 

1 It condated of two mdQ of honor, two gentlemen, two chamber 
mdC, and two other m t r  Eltrkth proteatad Uut her h o w  
hold ww too nummun. 

s I Tim v, 11. 
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hie honore and hie powem ; I poeeeeeed in abundance the 
jewels, the riches, and the joys of thia world. I had all 
that; but I have often thought what you youreelf are well 
aware of, thnt the pleasurea of thie life are worth nothing. 
For that reawn I wish to quit the world, and to pay to 
Qod what I owe Him, the debts of my eod. You know 
full well that all worldly gratihatione lead but to pain 
and eufFering, and the death of the eoul. Sire, I long to 
be in the company of our Lord; I sels of Him but one 
thing more on thia earth ; I have two ohildrem who will 
become rich and powerful; I shall be very happy and 
grateful to God, if He should love me enough to lead them 
to Himeelf." The Duahesa does not appear to have made 
known to him at that time the vow of perpetual conti- 
nence which ehe had made during the life of her husband, 
in case she ehould eurvive him; but ehe conversed fm- 
quently on the subj& with her maida of honor, who had 
made thie vow at the same time that ahe did, and who 
feared that the bishop would exert hie power to make 
them violate it. She endeavored to persuade them to 
take courage, and aeaured them of her own perseverance 
at any cost. " I ewore," ehe said, " before God and my 
revered hueband, whilst yet he was living, that I would 
never give myaelf to any other man. Qod who reads our 
hearts, and diaoovere our moat secret thoughts, know8 that 
I made that vow with a simple and pure heart, and in 
entire good faith. I hut  in His meroy; it cannot be 
that He will not defend my chastiv againat all the 
achemes of men, and even against their violence. I t  waa 
not a conditional vow, dependent upon the pleaeure of my 
relatives and friende, but a voluntary vow, £ree and 
absolute, to  comecrate m y d  wholly, after the death of 
my beloved, to the glory of my Creator. If, dieregarding 

1 She rpoke of thooe who were not dwtined to the monmtic We, 
h p  eon Hermrnn and her oldert daughter, &phi& 
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the M o m  of marriage, they p m m e  to give me to any 
man whatever, I will protat before the altar ; and if I find 
no other meana of esoaping, I will secretly cut off my ncae, 
eo aa to become an objeot of horror to all m a n  Never- 
theleas she waa anxious regarding the matter, and the 
evident determination of the bishop made her feel that 
she would have a mere  etruggle to remain faithful to God 
and to her wnecience. She waa overwhelmed with ead- 
neea, and had recoum to her divine Coneoler. Kneeling 
at Hie feet, bathed in tears, she beaought Him to watch 
over her and preserve the tregeure which ahe had come- 
crated to Him. She appealed also to the Queen of Virgine, 
who had been given to her aa her mother. They both 
deigned to reaeeure her, and to restore peaw to her heart. 
She soon regained tranquillity of mind and an unbounded 
mddence in the protection of heaven 

It waa undoubtedly at thie period of her life that E l h -  
beth, according to local W t i o n a  which are still preeerved, 
made mtain journeys, whether for the purpoee of escaping 
the importunities of her uncle, or of grcr- her devo- 
tion and piou curicaity. At a time when humanity waa 
not the slave of material intereete, that motive, in spite of 
the dif3culties of communication, set more men perhaps 
in motion than are influenced by the cupidity and and of 
modern travellers. 

The poor, the infirm, even women, grtrti$ed the desire 
to pray in eome oelebrated sanctunry, to venerate the 
relics of some saint eepedally dear to them, that they 
might in their old age recall the meet memafy of eome 
pilgrimage made under the protection of God and Hia 
holy angele. Elizabeth thus went ewiw to Erfurth, a 
city celebrated for the number and beauty of ita reli- 
g i w  monurnenta, and situated in the m t r e  of her hue 
band's dominions, though belonging to the archbishoprio 
of Mentc. She chose aa her p b  of abode, while there, 
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a wnvent of penitent women1 On going away she left 
with them the simple glass which she had made use of 
at her frugal meals, and which ie still preserved in venera- 
tion at the present day, aa a souvenir of her kindness 
and her humiliv? 

About this time, a h ,  she visited the home of her ma*- 
nal ancestors, at Andechs, situated on an eminence near the 
Alps which separate Bavaria from W L  This ancient 
and famoue castle had just been transformed by the Mar- 
p v e  Henry of Istria, another uncle of EliEsbeth's, into a 
Benediotine monastery? which afterwarde bemme famoua 
for the poesession of some of the most precioua relics of 
Christendom, and for the numerous miracles connected 
therewith. Elieabeth came to associate hereelf, by her 
presence, with this pioua foundation, which was for dl 
time to be an honor to her family. F'rom the summit of 
the holy mountain she could g e ~ e  upon beautiful Bavaria, 
rioh alike, at that time, in the beauties of nature and of 
religion, studded all over with celebrated monnateries,C 
some of them lying hidden in the ancient foreeta, others 
reflected in the pure and still watm of the lakes of that 
region ; all of them centres of the Christian civilization of 
the country. In succeeding centuries theee monasteries 
were the inviolable sanctuaries of science, and offered 8 
sweet and safe refuge to soda seeking rest and prayer, and 

1 Called the Ladisr in White; r e p b e d  now by the Unallnw. A 
little chamber L ahom there which overlooh the chruoh, and which 
L believed to have been occupied by her. 

On the F e u t  of our Saint, all the young mcholvr of the commu- 
n&y are permitted to drink from thir g h r .  (June, 1884.) 

According to othen, a monmtery of ,regular m o n r  of S t  
Anguntine. 

Such were Dieuen, on the b r n h  of the Ammenee, founded by 
8t. Matilda, of the h o w  of M6ran; Wewobrunn, celebrated for the 
manuncriptr that were found in itr library; Steingaden, Polthg, 
Rotteabuch, etc. 
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a boundless hospitality to the numerous pilgrime who fol- 
lowed thia route on their way from the kingdoma of the 
north to the tombe of the Apodea How often, too, the 
eyea of Elizabeth must have mted upon that majestic chain 
of the Tproleae A l p ,  beyond which the thoughta of every 
Catholic heart turn with emotion t o w  Rome and Italy 1 

She came to ahare unknowingly in the veneration which 
haa surrounded theae favored placea At her prayers a 
spring gushed forbh at the foot of the mountah, eo copioue 
that it never w e e  to, flow, even in yeare of the greatest 
drought, and posseseing, moreover, many salutaqy virtuea 
The devout Princese also brought with her to thia plaoe, 
which waa to pma from under the protection of her family 
to that of Almighty Qod, a sweet and beautiful eouvenir 
of her married life, which she came to offer in her eim- 
plicity to the new Spouse of her sod. I t  was her nuptial 
robe, the garment which ehe had worn on the day of her 
marriage with her beloved Louie. She deposited it upon 
the altar, and at the same time gave to the religious a little 
silver croea containing eome relics of the imtrumenta of 
the Paaeion, her p w ,  or the reliquary which ehe had alwaya 
worn about her person, and several other objecta that were 
dear to her. A few yesre were to roll by, and the name of 
thia young widow, who had come ae an humble pilgrim to 
make her offering at thia rieiw sanctuary, would fill the 
Christian world with her glory, and the hand of the Vicar 
of Qod would inecribe it among the W t a  of heaven. 
Need we be eurprised if, from that time, the gifte of thie 
Saint, whom for ao many good masons these sacred places 
might claim as their own, became invaluable relics; and 
if even at the present t h e ,  in epite of the etorma and the 
darkness which prevail, the aimple and faithful people 
come to venerate and to kiss them with reepeotful love? 

1 The monutery of Andechr, rt the time of the w o u l h t i o n  of 
d reugloru property, by gine M.dmlli.n of hruia, in 1808, mr 
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lold to a Jew I The church, however, and the trwury of mlim, were 
prene~rred. The nuptial robe of St. Ekbeth m a  u a covering for 
t h m  mhculoua hortr. On the prindpd f e u k  of the year, great 
numben of pIlgrimr come there, m d  the inhabltrak of P e  neighbor- 
ing vilhger go in proceadon, ringing litmier. Andechr & about dght  
leaguer from Munich, n e u  the ber,utUul lrLe of Sbremberg. The 
helghtr on which the church b dtruted command a dew oi P e  whole 
c M n  of the - b e  Alpr Few placer in Qernuny ue more w o q  
of a vfrft from the Catholic loruirt. Thore who m y  be able to go ue 
entreated lo remember there before Qod the ruthor (and the h a l a t o r )  
of thin book 
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CHAPTER XXI 

D U B  ST. ELIZABETH BECEIVEB THE R ~ ~ A I N B  OB EEB 
DEARLY ~ V E D  HUSBAND; THEIB BUEIAL AT &IN- 
HARTSBBUNN 

ELIZABETH had hardly returned to Bobhutein when a mes- 
eenger from the bishop arrived, summoning her to come to 
Bamberg, to d v e  the remains of her hueband, which 
the Thuringian knighte, on their way home from the 
Crusade, were goiw to bring thma The compdoxu of 
Louia, aa we have seen, had buried him at Otranto, and 
then started for Syria, to fulfil their vow. Several of 
them, who had e u c d e d  in reading Jerusalem, there 
offered gifta and prayera for hie intention,' aa he had 
begged them to do on hie deathbed. On returning fmm 
their pilgrimage, they came by the way of Otranto, in 
order to carry back with them the remaim of their 
sovereign. They dieinterred them, and found that his 
bonee were ae white aa snow, which in thoae days waa 
mgarded aa 8 sign that the husband had preserved an in- 
violable fidelity to his wifa Depositing these p d o u ~  
relics in a rich cofh, they placed them on the baok of a 
horn, and started on their journey homeward. They 

1 Hirtorlaua go 80 far u to my that hlr famt wu celebrated them 
h u e  him unctity had W y  bsen rerded by numarom mirrclee. 

Private Use Only



304 LIFE OP ST. ELIZABETH 

carried a large silver cross, ornamented with precious 
stones, before the cofEn, aa a mark of their own piety and 
of their attachment for their master. In all the oitiea in 
which they stopped for the night, they placed the coffin 
in a church, and had religious, or some devout persons, 
watch with it, who would spend the whole night singing 
the vigils of the dead and other prayera On the follow- 
ing morning they did not take their departure until they 
had had a Mass said, and had made their offering thereat. 
However small the church, whether cathedral or con- 
ventual, they left there the purple drapery that covered 
the coffin, that the proceeds thereof might be applied 
in behalf of the soul of the decaaaed. No more solemn 
obeequies had been men within the memory of any living 
man. 

In this way they p a a d  through the whole of Italy and 
Southern Germany. When they had arrived within a 
certain dietance of Barnberg, they notitied the bishop of 
their approaoh, and he at once sent for the Duoheaa at 
Bottensteh At the eame time he directed all the lo& 
and dignitaries of his court to prepare to receive her eth 
kindest sympathy, and to gather about her during the d 
ceremonies of the following day, for fear that her strength 
might fail her. He himself then went to meet the body, 
ammpanied by all his clergy, the religious of the different 
monasteries of the oity, and the children of the echoole, 
and followed by an immense throng of people, whose 
voices mingled with the h e r d  chant of the priests and 
the sound of all the belle of the epiempl city. A num- 
ber of counts and lords of the neighborhood had joined 
the cadge, which entered the city and bore the remains 
to the celebrated cathedral where ,the sacred bodiea of 
the Emperor St. Henry and S t  Cunegundes are buried.1 

1 Thb cathednrl ir etill atanding, rrnd h~ recently been rertored to 
d l  ita primitive baav by the zeal of King Louia of Bav& 
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The office of the dead was celebrsted during the entire 
night. 

The next day, Elizabeth, aooompanied by her faithful 
Ysent~de and Guta, was escorted to the cathedral; the 
co$n was opened, and she was permitted to gaze upon 
the precious remains of her husband. The grief and the 
love which filled her heart in that moment, aaye a p i m  
writer in describing the scene, He alone can know who 
reads the hearta of all men All the anguish which she 
had felt when she h t  heard of her loee waa renewed in 
her soul ; she threw herself upon them bones and kiesed 
them paasionably ; her grief and agitation were so great 
that the bishop and the lords who witneeaed tbia sad 
spectacle felt it their duty to endeavor to calm her and 
lead her away. But she remembered her God, and at 
once all her strength returned to her. "I thank Thee, 
my Lord," she said, l1 that Thou haat deigned to hear the 
prayer of Thy servant, and to gratify the inkwe desire 
which I had to look upon the remains of my beloved, who 
was a h  Thina I thank Thee for having thus mercifully 
consoled my afflicted and desolate soul. He offered him- 
self to Thee, and I too had offered him to Thee, for the 
defence of Thy Holy Land. I do not regret that wrifice, 
though I loved him with all my heart. Thou knowest, 0 
my God I how tenderly I loved thia hueband, who loved 
Thee so much; Thou knowest that I would have pre- 
ferred a thousand times, to al l  the joys of the world, hie 
presence, which was so sweet to me, if Thy goodneae had 
granted it to me; Thou lrnowest that I would have been 
willing to spend my whole life in misery and povertp 
with him, begging from door to door over the whole 
world, only to have had the happiness of being with him, 
if Thou hadst permitted it, 0 my God l NOW I give 
him up, and I give myself up to Thy will. And I would 
not, even if I could, purchase hie life at the coat of a 

20 
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single hair of my head, unlw such were Thy will, 0 my 
Gtodl" 

Thie waa the laat cry of conquered nature, the laat sigh 
of earthly affections expiring in thie heart, at the age of 
twenty, under the yoke of divine lova 

Having uttered these words, she dried the t o m t  of 
tam that streamed from her eyes, and left the church in 
silence. She retired to a little graee%u,wn cloister, ad- 
joining the cathedral, and seating herself, sent an invita- 
tion to the Thuringien noblemen who had brought back 
her huaband'a body to come and see her thera As they 
approached, she rose humbly to do them honor, and begged 
them to be seated near her, as she did not feel strong 
enough to remain standing. She talked with them very 
sweetly for a long time ; she besought them in the name 
of Qod and of Jesus Christ to be the proteators of her 
poor children, and to aot as their guardiam ; she related 
to them the m e 1  and diegraceful treatment to which 
they, as well as she herself, had been subjected by the 
Landgraves Henry and Conrad, and the miaery which they 
had been compelled to undergo at Eiaenach. The bishop 
on hie part c o h e d  the statements of hie niece, and 
diacuseed with the knights the details of the messurn to 
be adopted to repair the wrongs done the widow and 
orphans of their sovereign. Intense indignation was 
manifmted by the pilgrims when they heard of the inju- 
ries which the young Duchess had suffered. They declared 
that they would always recognize her as their lady and 
miatrese, and that they would defend her before and 
against all pereons whomsoever. At their head they had 
the noble and faithful Lord Varila, eon of him d o ,  six- 
teen yeare before, had gone to the p a h e  of the kinga of 
Hungary to ask for the Princese whom they now beheld 
before them, an oppressed and betrayed widow; he re- 
called, no doubt, the oath which hie father had made to 
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King Andrew to watch over hie daughter. Hia brothem 
in arma united with him in beseeching the biehop to 
confide to them this noble and af€licted M y ,  that 
they might wort  them back to Thuringia at the m e  
time with the mortal remaim of Duke Lauia They 
more that f u l l  and complete jnatioe should be done her. 
Beeured by their promima, and by their renown as bmve 
knights, which could only have been increased by their 
recent crusade, the bishop consented upon thia condition 
to confide to them her whose defenders they assumed to 
b m a  He does not eeem to have epoken to them of 
hie project of a second marriage for her. Alter having 
celebrated a pontifical Maee himeelf, in honor of the de- 
ceased, and having generously defrayed all the expexwea 
of his gueata during their etsy at Bamberg, he bid fare- 
well to them, and to the Ducheea and her children. The 
sad cortege reaumed their mute, and directed their atepe 
toward the abbey of Reinhartah? where the piou 
huia had wished to be buried. 

In the meantime the news of the arrival of the remaha 
of the dearly loved sovereign had epread throughout 
Thuringia, and had created a profound impreeeion evey- 
whem The Ducheea Sophis, Louis' mother, and hie 
brothers Henry and Conrad, hastened to Rsidmbbrunn 
to meet him ; and not only they, but all the counts and 
lords, the entire nobility of the country, and especially 
the poor whom that Rinoe had loved and prohted so 
d o w d y ,  made their way them An immense throng, 
rich and poor, citizens and peaaante, men and women, 
gathered at Rsidmbbrunn to render the laat officea to 
him whom ao ehort a time before they had Been going 
forth to meet death, for the honor of God, under foreign 
skies-a death which he found but too soon; other 
motives helped to increase the number of this gathering. 
. 1 In the morning, after having u l t e d  at M a u  at daybreak - 
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The natural desire to eee tho88 Crudera again who had 
escaped the dangers of the expedition brought thither 
many who had relatives or friends among them. More 
over, the interest which was everywhere felt, at Eisenach 
and elsewhere, for the Ducheas Elizabeth, the amounts of 
her misfortunes and her exile, which had been reported 
throughout the county, and the deeire to eee what would 
be the fate of this woman, so young and defenceless, 
brought there many pious and sympathetic soula Many 
bishops and abbote, too, had aome to honor the noble 
champion of the Church and of the Holy Sepulchra 
Those same monks whom he had bade farewell with so 
much affection, and with presentiments which had been 
but too truly realid, had now the sad duty of rendering 
him those eacred honors which the Church reaerves for 
her dutiful ohildren. They went to meet his body, fol- 
lowed by many of the se~~ular clergy, and by all the people 
singing psalms and canticlea, which were frequently intap 
rupted by their teara The obsequies were debrated in 
the church of the abbey, in the presence of the two Duch- 
esses and the two Landgraves. A common and equally 
sincere grief reunited them as they met there before the 
remains of Louis. All the magnificence of ecclesiastical 
ceremonies was displayed, and prolonged during several 
days ; and to these were added the tears and lamentations 
of the people, the most beautiful of all. Generoue offer- 
ings to the Church, and liberal alms distributed among 
the poor, were the last homage rendered to him who so 
loved the poor and honored the Church. His bones, en- 
closed in a ehrine, were placed in a stone tomb, raised in 
such a manner as to be exposed to the view of the faith- 
ful. They were the object of many pilgrimages. The 
love of the people and the gratitude of the mligious 
obtained for him the m a m e  of Louis the Saint, under 
which he is known in history, and which waa justified by 
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a p a t  number of m i r a d m  curea that 'occarred at hie 
tomb and by hia invocation1 The result waa that durixq 
nearly three centuries he was the objeot of popular wor- 
ship, which, however, haa never been con6rmed by the 
authority of the Churoh. At the preeent time the Cath- 
olio traveller may still see the broken etone of hia tomb 
leaning against a ohurch whioh ia no laager Catholh 
In contemplating thb la& monument to eo noble a mem- 
ory, he cannot but recall with emotion and admiration 
the thought of one who, if the Chtmh indeed haa not 
numbered him among her Saints, wae at leaat the worthy 
hu~bsnd of a Saint. 

8 To the mmtUQipt We of thb Prince, by hlr chap&, M o l d ,  
which ir to be found in the library of Oothr, r long Urt hu been added 
of the mirrclea which t d t i o n  rttributer to him, the krt of which are 
of the fvteenth century. There am even hymm md prayem in hlr 
honor. 
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CHAPTER XXII 

THE !~UBINGIAN KNIGHTS OBLIGE THE DUKE HENBY 
TO BEPENT OF HIS TBEASON, AND TO DO JUSTICE 
TO DEAB ST. Er,rxrR~m 

Aped or hum muto, et cauwir omnium bllorum q d  pertnnreunt: 
rpei or hum, dccerne quod juwtrrm ert, et judiu hopem et pauperem. 

h o v .  XXXI, 8,Q. 

As soon aa the ceremony of the obmquiea waa concluded, 
Lord Vsrils reminded the knightly Crusaders, who were 
gathered around the Duchess Elizabeth, of the prombe 
they had made to the Bishop of Bamberg regarding hie 
niem. They withdrew to deliberate upon the eubject 
" The time hsa come," wid Lord Rudolph, " when we must 
prove ourselves true to the faith which we pledged with our 
oathe, to our noble Prince and to our lady Elizabeth, who 
haa already suffered eo many af0ictions; otherwise I fear 
the eternal fire of hell wil l  be the reward of our perfidy." 
All understood this language, for in thoae times the braveat 
warriors were not aahamed to be guided by the thought of 
another life in the aocompliahment of the dutiea of their 
life here on earth. They resolved therefore with one com- 
mon voice to addreaa a vigorous remonstrance at once to 
the Landgrave Henry and hie brother, and charged espe- 
cially with thie diea.cult miaaion four knighta, whose names, 
says the historian, should be presemed with immortal 
glory. There waa in the first place Lord Varila, the grand 
cupbearer, who was to speak in the name of all, aa being 
the most eloquent and the most nearly atbohed to the 
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Ducheee by hie anteoedenta With him were Rudolph of 
Benetetten, Hrtrwig of Herbti, and Gadtier of Varila, a 
relative of Rudolph1 Prmded, by them, all the knights 
went to the young Princes, whom they found with their 
mother, and surrounded them. Lord Varila, turning to- 
wards the Duke Henry, addressed him in the following 
words, which were carefully and very juatly recorded 
in the chronicles of the country 

"My Lord, my friends and your v a d  who are here 
present have beeought me to speak to you in their nama 
We have learned in Franconis, and here in T h w  of 
things 80 culpble on your part that we have been am&, 
and have blushed with shame to think that in our own 
country, and among our own princes, there could be found 
m much impiety, ao much infidelity, and auch a dieregard 
of honor. What have you done, young Prince, and who 
haa given you such counsel? You have driven ignomini- 
ously from your caetles and from your cities, like a die- 
reputable woman, the wife of your brother, the poor 
desolate widow, the daughter of an illustrious king, 
whom you, on the contrary, should have ,honored.and con- 
soled. Disregarding your own good name, you have pep 

1 Mr. Staedtler rhow that there two noblemen belonged to the 
family of Schenk of Vugel. 

9 It k lmpouible ta regard thb dimcome M one of thore imaginary 
compodtiom with which ancient writen, and following their ex- 
ample, thore of the Renabance, ornamented their nurrtiren. I t  k 
found almort literally the mame in three nccounta wholly different from 
each other, - that of Theodorfa of Tharingl., that of Rothe, In the 
Chronicle of Thurlngh, p. 1788, and that of the Nit. Rhptmlcr. The 
moat extended rmion,  u well M the moot remuhble,  M befng a 
g a n d  hLtory of the co111xtry, and not merely a biognphy of the 
8&t, L that of &the. It ir the one that I hare adopted literrlly, 
completing it  with the two others. I t  wao thir one aho  that Id. de 
Baumer mrde w of in hir excellent hktory of the Hohenrt.ufan, 
Vol. III, p. 681, in which he mrint.inr ita ruthatidby in r oonrfnhg 
manner. 
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mitted her to become the victim of poverty, and to 
wander about like a beggar I Whilst your brother offera 
his life for the love of God, his little orphans, whom you 
should have defended and cared for with the affection and 
devotion of a faithful guardian, are cruelly driven away 
from you, and you force them to a e p t e  even from their 
mother, that they may not die of hunger with her 1 I s  
that brotherly affection 1 Is that what you have learned 
from your brother, the virtuous Prince, who would not 
have acted thus with the lea& of hie subjecta 1 No, an 
ill-bred country man would not have been so inhuman to 
one of hie equals; and you, Prince, have so heated your 
brother who had'gone to offer hie life for the love of sod I 
How a we ever trwt your fidelity and honor ? Know- 
ing aa you do, that it ia your duty aa a knight to proteot 
the widow and the orphan, you yourself heap injury upon 
the' orphane and the widow of your brother. I can only 
say, such deeds cry to God for vengeanoa" 

The Duchesa Sophia, hearing these reproaches, which 
were but too well merited, sddreesed to her son, burat into 
tears. The young Duke, confused and ashamed, hung hie 
head without making any reply. The grand cupbearer 
presently continued: "My Lord, what had you to fear 
from a poor woman, eick, abandoned, and desolate; alone, 
without frienda or allies in this country? What harm 
would this saintly and virtuous woman have done you, 
even had she remained mistresa of all your castles? 
What will be said of us now in other countries 1 What 
a shame l I blush to think of if. Know that you have 
offended God, that you have diehonored the whole 
country of Thuringia, that you have sullied your own 
good name and that of your noble house; and I fear, 
indeed, that the anger of Qod will weigh heavily upon 
the country unless you do penance before Him, unless 
you become reconciled with this worthy lady, and restore 
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to the eone of your brother all that you have taken from 
them." ' 

The sseiatanta were all 88toniehed at the extreme bold- 
neee of the language of the noble knight But God 
permitted hie words to touch a heart which for a long 
time had been inaccessible to the inspiratioxu of justice 
and cornpadon. The young Prince, who until now had 
remained silent, burst into team, and wept for a long time 
without making any reply. Then he said, "I repent 
sincerely for what I have done ; I will no longer lieten to 
those who m d e d  me to act thue ; restore to me your 
confidence and your friendship I will willingly do what- 
ever my sister Elizabeth demands of me, and for that 
purpose I give you full power to dispose of my life and of 
all my posseseiona" That is right," replied Lord Varila, 
"and the only way to escape the anger of God." Henry, 
however, could not help adding, If my eister Elizabeth 
possessed the whole of h a y ,  she would not keep any 
of it long, for she would give it all away for the love of 
God." Varila and hia companions in arms went at once 
to reporf to Elizabeth the reault of their remonstran~, 
and to inform her that her brother-in-law wiehed to be 
reconciled with her, and to render justice to her at what- 
ever cost. When they begrm to speak of the conditions 
which ought to be impoeed upon Henry, she exclaimed, 
" I  do not want any of hia castles, or cities, or landa, or 
anything that could embafiaes and distract me; but I 
should be very grateful to my brother-in-law if he would 
kindly give me of that which is due me on my dower, 

1 I hare given thlr huangue in full) in order to rhow what the 
renility of ChrIntian nobility w u  ln thorn centuriw which both m y d  
and democratic writen hare c d e d  f d a l  hrbatirm. They were cer- 
tainly much behind that monarchical period when the Mmhal of 
Vfflmy rhowed h a i r  XV, then a child, the people urembled under 
hir whdowr, nybg to him, My &ff, d t h w  am your#. 
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enough to provide for the expenditures which I w d d  like 
to make for the salvation of my dearly loved one who ie 
dead, and for my own." The knighta then eummoned 
Henry and brought him before Elizabeth. He came 
accompanied by hie mother and his brother O o d  As 
he approached, he beeought her to padon him all the 
wrong he had done her, and declered that he wee sincerely 
sorry, and would make full and faithful amends therefor. 
Sophia and C o d  added their prayers to his. The only 
reply Elieabeth made was to throw herself into her 
brother-in-law's arms and weep. The two brothers and 
the Ducheea Sophia mingled their team with hers, end the 
valiant warriors were unable to reatrain theira at the sight 
of this touching spectacle, and at the memory of the kind 
and gracioua Prinoe who had been the common link 
between all the members of thie family, and whom they 
had irretrievably lost. 

The rights of hie childfen were equally mured, espe- 
cially thoae of the young bndgrave Hermann, hie eldest 
son, and the legitimate heir of the duchies of Thuringia 
and Hem, the regency remaining rightfully, during hie 
minority, in the hands of the eldest of hie unclea, the 
Landgrave Henry. These arrangements all being oom- 
pleted, the knightly Cruaadera separated to return to their 
cutlea, and Elizabeth and her children, acoompanied by 
the Duchese Sophia, her mothepin-law, and the young 
Dukea, started on their return to Wartburg, from which 
she had been so shamefully driven.1 

1 Thir nu at the clore of 1288. or at the commencement of 1ZPg. 
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DEAR ST. ~ E T H  EENOUNOEB THE LIFE OF THE 
WORLD, AND BETIBING TO &LEBuRQ, TAKE8 THE 
HABIT OF THE QLOBIOUS ST. FRANCIS 

Unam petii a Domino, hanc reqdam, ut inhabitem in domo Domid 
omnibnr diebnr vitae meae: ut rideam voluptstem Domini. . . . 
Quoniam abrcondit ma in tabernaculo ruo. . . . Pa. XXVI, 4 6. 

Pro Bmcirci chordulr, 
Mantello, tuniculs, 
Purpurorn depornit. 

AXCIENT Ppnosll or ST. ELWXTR, F r a ~ ~ ~ u c m  m i a d .  

THE Duke Henry wae faithful to hie prombe ; and during 
all tbe time that Elizabeth remained with him, he sought, 
by hia affectionate and coneiderate treatment of her, to 
make her forget the injuriee which he had previouely in- 
flicted upon her. He cawed all the honom due to her 
rank to be paid to her, end left her fu l l  liberty for all her 
exercises of piety and works of charity. She reaumed them 
with the same eeal as of old. To this period haa been re- 
ferred the foundation of the hospital of St. Mary Magdalen, 
of Gotha, in which she had already interested hereelf dur- 
ing the life of her hueband, and which she accomplished 
upon recovering her estates.' Be formerly, her love for the 
poor Wed in her life all the place that was not already 
occupied by prayer and contemplation. Ralieved by her 
widowhood of the obligation of appearing at feaate and 
publio ceremonies, ehe likewise avoided all ocoaeione of 

1 Thir hospital WM dtuated on the Plclca du W at ( f o b  
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preae.nting hemelf in the aeeemblegee of the nobla and the 
festivities of the oourt, which she knew to be too often the 
fruit of the oppression and hard labore of the poor. She 
preferred the humiliation of the poor people of God to 
the pompous display of the powerful onee of the world, 
and sought to aaeaciate hemelf ae far as poseible with the 
former by voluntary povertp. The apeable of such a life 
presented too severe a leeaon to worldly so& not to re- 
awaken very soon the animosity of the courtiem and of 
thoee ullworthy knights who had already so cruelly em- 
bittered her childhood and the 6rat yem of her widow- 
hood. To revenge themaelves for her dieregard of r i b  
and pleasures, which they esteemed above all things, they 
affected to dieregard her. They disdained to call upon or 
to speak to her; and if by chance they met her, tbey seized 
the opportunity to insult her, calling her, in a loud tone of 
voice, stupid and fool. She bore these outrages with ao 
much meekness, her face rdected eo well the tranquillity 
and happy resignation of her soul, that they thought they 
would reproach her with having already forgotten her hue- 
band's death, and with giving herself up to uneeemly joy. 

Unforfunate  creature^^ I "  aaya a writer of that day, "they 
knew not that she p o d  that joy which is not given to 
the impioua" 

The Duchess Sophia herself mme to have been influ- 
enced by these calumnies, and to have expressed her s u r  
prim and indignation to her daughter-in-law; but Elizabeth 
wae not disturbed thereby, for God, Who alone was every- 
thing to her, read her heart. 

There were, however, pious and discreet souls to whom 
ehe was known, and who appreciated and admired her 
humility. Moreover, she received at this time that en- 
couragement which ia so precious to a Christian soul, that 
protection which is so powerful for a friendless woman. 

From the eminence of that Holy See, which wm always 
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the cure refup of the weak and the pemouted, there came 
worde of paternal affection to sustain and to honor her. 
That same cardid, Ugolin, whom we eaw interping his 
friendly offices between our Prinme and Sf. Franoie of 
Aasiai, now elevated to the papal throne under the name of 
Gregory TX, having heard of her misfortunes and of her un- 
shaken fidelity in the ways of God, addressed several letters 
to her. in which he beetowed upon her every ap to l io  con- 
eolation. He exhorted her, by the erample of the h t a  
and the promisee of eternal life, to persevere in continence 
and patience ; he bade her place all her conf?dence in him. 
because he would never abandon her while he lived, but 
would regard her always aa hie daughter, and from that 
time would take her person and her poeeeeaione under hie 
e p i d  protection. He granted her at the same time the 
privilege of a church and of a cemetery for her hoapital of 
St. Mary Magdalen at Ootha Thin loving and watchful 
father moreover directed Conrad of Marbug, who was still 
invested with ap to l io  powere, and who had juet returned 
to Thuringh, to mume absolutely, and more especially 
than he had yet done, the spiritual direotion of the Duoheas 
Elitabeth, and at. the same time to defend her agai.net those 
who might attempt to permute her. 

Whether it waa that these exhortstiona of the common 
father of the faithful gave new strength to her courage, or 
that she merely obeyed the marvellou~ influence of divine 
grace in her heart, she eoon oonceived the thought and the 
earneat deeire of leading a more perfeot life, a life of aloser 
union with God. Although she had detached herself as 
much as poeaible from the splendors and enjoyments of 
her rank, this did not yet eatiafy her ardor; her soul had 
yet too many pointa of contact with the world, and that 
world waa dietaateful to her. A b r  long reflection upon 
all the modea of life that ehe might adopt in order to ren- 
der herself pleasing to God, and hesitation between the 
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varioua monastio rule8 whioh existed at that period and 
the solitary life of a reoluae, the memory of the example 
of the glorious Seraph of Beaiei, whose daughter ahe waa 
already aa a penitent of the Third Order, prevailed in her 
heart ; she felt the m e  courage, the eame love of Gtod and 
of poverty that he had; and ehe decided to embrace his 
rule in all its primitive severity, and to go out as he and 
hia fervent dieciples had done, after giving up all her 
earthly poseeeeione, and beg from door to door the food 
that she needed. She made known her decision to Conrad, 
and humbly asked his consent. But the prudent director 
rejected the idea indignantly and rephanded her severely, 
persuaded that her  ex and her weakneas wo~lld debar her 
from such a lifa She besought him earnestly, and with 
many tears, to grant her request, and aa he continued to 
oppose her, she left him, exclaiming, "Well, you will 800; 

I shall do something which you cannot forbid ma" 
Seeing, therefore, that she could not for the time being 

overcome Conrad's opposition, she had recourse to other 
means to eatiefy the burning zeal whioh consumed her. 
The regent H e w ,  aa I remarked, whatever opinion he 
may h v e  entertained regarding the habits and ideas of 
his siater-in-Law, manifested at least outwardly towards 
her the respect and affection whioh he had prombed her 
over the ashes of hia brother, and on every occasion paid 
her honors which the humble Princese did her beat to 
escape. Counting upon these good dispositions, Elizabeth, 
after having spent a year in his family, beeought the Duke 
Henry to assign her a reaiden-, where she might be left 
enthly to herself and her God, and where nothing could 
distract her from her works of devotion and charity. 
Henry, after coneulting with hia mother and brother, ceded 
to her, with exclusive right of posseamon, the city of M m  
burg, in Hesee, with all its dependencies and the various 
revenuea attached thereto, aa her dower. Full of grtrti- 
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tude, she thanked her brother-in-law and mother-in-law 
affectiomhly, assuring them that, they were doing much 
more for her than she deserved, and that this was much 
more than sufficient for all her wanta But the Ladgrave 
promised her, further, that he would send her five hundred 
marce of d v e r  to defray the firat expensee. of her estab- 
lishment. Conrad does not seem to have approved of 
this arrangement, inasmuch ee he wrote to the Pope that 
it was againet hie will the Duchess had followed him into 
his own country.' Rut he did not absolutely oppoee her in 
this ; and she availed herself of his appromhhg departure 
to leave Thuringia to go and establish herself near her 
spiritual father in that city to which her name was hence- 
forth to give eo sweet and pure a renown. 

On her arrival at' Marburg, after she had appointed, in 
mrdanoe , d t h  Conrad's advice, the o5cers and magis- 
trates who were to exerciee authority in her w e ,  the 
people showed themselves so eager to honor their young 
eovereiga that her humility was grievously wounded, and 
she retired at once to a little village, a league distant from 
the city, d e d  Wehrda, upon the charming banks of the 
Lahn, a river which flows by Marburg? Entering that 
place she chose at hseard a cottage, which waa aban- 
doned and in ruins, to serve for her dweJhg, in order not 
to be of any expense to the poor inhabitants of the village ; 
for all her tender solicitude was already awakened in be- 
half of her new subjecta To BBCUT~ shelter, she had to 

1 Ep. Conr, ad Pap. Neverthela, the brtimony of the four at 
tendanta d e c k  that it w u  in mcordrnce with the order of Conrad 
h t  rhe went to Muburg. 

9 Thir city rtill exbta, and the memoq of St. Elizabeth fi atill 
plwened by ita Rotertmt inhabiturta. They point out a h o w  built 
upon the dta of the cottage that rhe lived In, and which in 1884 WN 

occupied by a peuurt w e d  &hutz, and w u  rurrormded by r garden 
of rorar. Thin village offem one of the 5 e a t  poinu of view of the 
beautiful country rurro~mding Marburg. 
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aquat under the stairway or chimney, and to stop up with 
the branches of ~IWB, covered with leaves, the openings 
through which the wind and aun made their way, to her 
dimomfort. She prepared there herself nuah scanty meals 
aa she could, rendering thanks to GCod. Thia miserable 
habitation afforded her little protection against heat or 
cold. The smoke especially was very tsying to her eyea 
But she s u f f d  all theee mortifications joyfully, while 
her thoughte were with GCod. In the meantime ahe waa 
having a little house built of wood and clay, like a poor 
man'a cabin, at Marburg, near the convent of the Friam 
Minor, in order thue to ahow to all that it wae not a rich 
princeas who had come to establish hereelf in her capital, 
but rather a airnple and patient widow who came there 
to serve God in all humility. Aa soon aa this palace of 
Chrietian abjection was completed she took up her 
residenm there with her children and her faithful 
attendante. 

She still longed, however, for a more complete and 
absolute separation from the world, a closer and at the 
same time a more manifest union with W 84 her con- 
fessor peraistsd in refusing her permission to embrace the 
Franciscan rule in ite Meat  extent, and to beg her bread 
like the religious of St. Clara, she wiahed at leaat to a p  
proach as nearly as possible that life which seemed to her 
the type of evangelical perfection. We have seen that 
even during the lifetime of her hueband she had joined 
the Third Order of St. Francia She reaolved from that 
time to give to thie affiliation an irrevocable and eolemn 
character; and although up to that time thie branch of 
the Franciscan family had not been regarded aa forming 
a @m and, properly speaking, monaatic order, she 
wished to make a publio profession, like the cloistered 
religious, and to renew aolemnly the vows of chastity, 
obedience, and absolute poverty which ahe had ao often 
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made in her heart1 She could thue, amding to the 
memure of her strength, adopt that total abnegation of 
earthly goo& which during ao many centuries has merited 
for the Seraphic Order the signal protection of God and 
the affectionate admiration of the Christian univerea 
Conrad approved of this design, after giving her to under- 
stand that her vow of poverty would not deprive her, aa 
she wished it to do, of the free dispoeition of the property 
whioh came to her ae her dower, or of the Ian& which 
the Duke Henry had ceded to her ; but that on the mn- 
trary she herself should devote them gradually to the 
relief of the poor, aa also to the payment of certain debta 
that her husband had left. 

Nevertheleas, in spirit she was to renounce them, aa 
well as all other goode .and all other affections of the 
world, even the moat legitimate. To d e v e  thia victory 
not only over the world, but over hereelf, the pious E b  
beth knew that she required something more than her 
own will, more than the example of her proteotor S t  
E'rancie, or the other holy eoule who had already trod this 

1 Hdlyot, Hid. 6 the R~I@w Ordrtr, Vol. VII, Chap. XXXVm, 
p 890. Elkbeth w a ~  thw the flrrt relIgIotu of the Third Order of St. 
F'mncir who made rolemn vom. Moreover, thlr order did not urume 
till later a chuacter wholly monutic, by the g a d  uloptlon of the 
three rowr and a life of reclpuion. There Ir a divernity of opidon 
regarding the exact date of thh trrnrfomtion. The que~tion ir dL- 
cuued in Hdlyot, VoL Vn, Chap. XXX. But the rellgIotu of the Third 
Order have dwayr trken St. Elkboth u their rpecfrl patroness, .nd 
a m  J of their congmgationr hare borne her nune, notrbly in h o e  
before the Berohtion, and rtill a t  the pment  time tho- who wn- 
recrrte themaelver to the cue of the rick In Gkrmany and Bohemh 
The rel1gIoar horpitrllen, known in Fnnce mder the nune of gray 
-8, were all of the Third Order of St Frrnoir (Hdlyot, VII, 801). 
Them still d t a  at  Lyonr a monuteq  of the daughhn of St E h -  
k t h ,  which b u  rrvrived dl the s torm of time, .nd where m.ny 
farrent religIour are rtriving to l a d  a hlddm and unknown lifeJ of 
which their a u p t  patronerr h.r given them the model, 
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path; she knew that before everything she would need 
grace from above, and she asked it of God, with more than 
usual fervor, during mveral days before taking the habit. 
She related to her friend Yaentrude that she besought our 
Lord unoeaaingly to grant her three gifta : firat, a perfect 
contempt for all temporal things; then the courage to be 
indifferent to the injuries and calumnies of men; and 
t;nnlly and especially, a diminution of the exceeeive love 
which she bore her children. After having prayed for a 
long time with this intention, she came one day, mplen- 
dent with a joy which waa not of this earth, and said to 
her companions : The Lord has heard my prayer ; all the 
rich88 and goode of the world, which once I loved, are but 
aa dirt in my eyea Be for the calumnies of men, the 
fahehoods of the wicked, and the contempt which I in- 
spire, they give me indeed a feeling of pride and joy. My 
dearly loved little children, the children of my bosom, 
whom I have loved so much and embraced so tenderly, 
yes, even theee dear children are no longer any more than 
strangera to me, aa I take Qod to witness. I t  is to Him 
that I give them, that I confide them ; may He do with 
them aoording to Hie holy will in all thinga I no longer 
love any creature or thing ; I love only my Creator." 

T a m e d  with this heroic love, Elhbeth felt herself 
well dipaed to make her vows and to take the habit 
consecrated by her glorious models, S t  Francia and St. 
Clara 't If I could find," she said, a poorer habit than 
that of Clara, I would take it, to coneole me for my mie- 
fortune in not being able to enter wholly into her order ; 
but I know of none such." She choee for this ceremony 
the ohapel which she had given to the Friars Minor, and 
h o d  Friday aa the day.l It waa the day upon which 
Jaw, stripped of all things for the love of ue, waa faa- 
t end  naked to the Cro&s; and upon whioh the altars, 

1 Probably in the y e u  WO; according to othm in m. 
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stripped and naked like Him, recall to the faithful the 
memory of the Supreme Sacrifice. Upon that dsy ELiza- 
beth wished in like manner to strip herself of everything, 
and to sever the laet tiea which held her to the earth, that 
she might with greater freedom follow, in the footatep of 
the Spouse of her soul, the path of poverty and charity. 
On that sacred day therefore, in the preeence of her chil- 
dren and friends, and of many Franciscan religious, she 
came to place her saintly hands upon the bare stone of the 
altar, and to swear to renounce her own will, her relatives, 
her friends and allies, and all the pomps and joys of this 
world. Whilat Conrad was celebrating Maaa, Brother 
Burckhard, Superior of the Friar6 Minor of the province 
of Heme, who had regarded her aa hie daughter and spirit- 
ual friend, cut off her hair, clothed her with the gray robe, 
and girded her with the cord which wae the distinctive 
mark of the Order of S t  Francia She wore thie ooetnme, 
going, moreover, always barefooted, until the time of her 
death.' h.om that day, aa if to efface every mark of her 
p t  greatneea, she substituted on the seal which she made 
use of the figure of a diecaloed Franciscan, in place of the 
armorial bearinga of her family and of her husband. 

Ctuta, her maid of honor, who had been her faithful and 
inseparable companion from childhood, did not wish to 
commence now to lead a different life from that of her 
dear mistreae. She took the habit of the Third Order at 
the same time, and solemnly renewed the vow of chastity 
which she had made some years before, dur iy  the life 
time of the Duke Lo& This sweet commrlluQ of life 

1 Cod. Heldelb., p. !Z3. Thir contemporary writer ad& that the 
King of Hungary, Stephen, nephew of S t  Elirabeth, ririthg 8 con- 
vent at SMgonia, and rdng  a pictrue In the church, in which the 
U t  wu  reprerented without any cord about her wdrt, and with &oar 
on hez feet, immediately ordered it mprlnted wi th  cord and without 
ahoer. 
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and of intention offered at leaat to E h b e t h  a oonsolation 
which she would perhaps have denied herself, had she 
been conscious of it, and which wae but too soon to be 
taken from her. But from that time she had to be eepa- 
rated from her children, whom she reproached hemelf for 
loving so passionately. Her eldest son, Hermann, the heir 
of hia fatheie eatah, then eix or eeven yeare of age, was 
taken to the mtle of Cremburg, to remain there under 
good and safe me, until he ahodd be able to assume the 
reins of government, whioh hie uncle held in the mean- 
tima .It ia probable that the eame p h  waa made the 
residence of her eldest daughter Sophia, who waa already 
betrothed to the young Duke of Brabant. Her second 
daughter Sophia returned to the abbey of Kitdqpn, where 
ehe waa to take the veil, and where she spent the remain- 
der of her life. The youngest Ud, Qertrude, @y 
two yeam old, born since the death of her father, was eent 
to the convent of the Premonetrante of Aldenberg, near 
W e t h .  Every one waa eurprieed that thie young prince88 
was placed in eo poor a house, and one which had but j u t  
been founded, and Elizabeth wae aeverely criticid for it ; 
but she replied that that had been agreed upon between 
her husband and hereelf, at the time of their parting, and 
even before the birth of the child. It waa heaven," she 
said, " that inspired us to chooae that monastery, for Cfod 
wishea that my daughter should contribute to the epiritual 
and temporal advancement of that houea" 1 

Her sacdice now ia accomplished, her separation from 
the world ia made complete, by one of thoae &orb which 
go even beyond the precepts of Christian duty. There 
remains no longer anything for her to give up; all ie dead 
to her in the world, and at the age of twenty-two ahe may 

1 Mmrucript Chradcle of Aldenberg, in the p o d o n  of the 
Prince of k l m r ,  at Brnmfelr, quoted by Jwti, V m ' t ,  1898, p 471. 
The IJ.inR prophecy wm reridad, lu we rluU ree later on. 
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say with the apostle : I lius, btlt it is n~ kmgw I who live : 
it is Jssw Chpidt w b  liua in me? 

And yet even then, the world and the prince of this world, 
who had always pursued her with their hatred, stood ready 
to renew with increased malice their attmks and ouffagea 
upon her. The p a t  and the wise ones of that time d d  
only offer insults to this spouse of Christ, and they loudly 
proclaimed her folly. Nor were they mistaken, for she 
had understood and embraced in ita fullest extent the 
folly of the Crosa 

What wae said then at the Thuringian court will 
undoubtedly be often repeated by many who have known 
her history, and who whilet relishing some of the fmh  
and poetic details of her earlier years, will be repelled 
by thin decisive step in her life. Whatl they will 
say, still m young, with so many duties to perform, 
so much legitimate happiness to enjoy, she must needs 
choose m extraordinary an existence l impose upon her- 
self such unneoeesary suffering I give up the care of her 
children, and all the obligations of life and much more 
of the frivolous reawning which characterieee that wordly 
wisdom which seeks to calumniate whatever is above ite 
own egoism and weaknew 

Christiam I such shall not be our thoughta at beholding 
the triumph of our Christian heroine. Because we are too 
weak to imitate and follow her, we will not be so blind 
as not to admire her. We will bow with tender regpect 
before those seareta of divine love, before that abeolute 
obedience to the solemn worda of our Saviour: any 
man cmns to rrcs, a& hate not hia father, and m o t h  and 
wifc, and children, and brethren, and dtwu, yea, and h u  
aon lif6 atso, he cannot be my diacipk? 

Let the world insult and despise her; we need not be 
1 Viro antern, jam non ego : virit rem in me Chrfrtru - (W. LL, 20, 
a St Luke xir, 96. 
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aatoniehed, f& like Christ, ehe conquered the world. In 
that war which it wages agai.net the soul redeemed by the 
blood of a Gtod from the very hour of ita birth, she fought 
nobly. With her young hand she fearlesely picked up 
the gauntlet whioh it had thrown down. She fought the 
good fight, not at a distance and shielded from ita blow, 
but moving resolutely in the midat of ita a t h h  and ita 
innumerable anarea At an age when the dim viaion of 
the eyes of the aoul renders eo many faults excusable, ahe 
had already overcome all the false shame, all the preju- 
dices, all the deceits of the world. She denied its rights 
over her, dieobeyed ita lam, braved ita calumnies, scorned 
ita scorn. She conquered it everywhere and always, -in 
the sp1~11dor of rich- and the pomp of courta, aa in the 
bittern= of hunger and poverty; in the eweeteet and 
most legitimate affections of the heart, ee in the eeverest 
triala ; in desertion, solitude, and death She s m i h d  all, 
-the wred tiee of married life, maternal affection, and 
M y  her very charaoter. And if now she withdram 
from her enemy, it ie simply that she hse won the victory 
and finiahed the fight Coming upon the battlefield as a 
mere child, she leaves it only after having overcome and 
immolated her rival. Now that she has trampled the 
vanquished serpent under her feet, shall she not be per- 
mitted tor lay down her arms, and to await amid the 
mysterious joya of poverty and obedience the day of 
e t e d  triumph t 
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Manam r u m  mfrit ad fortl. d digiti ejw applabenderunt f w m .  
M.n~un muam aperult Inopi et p.lmu ruu extendit ad pupwem. 

mr. XXXI, 1% 80. 

Amen dico robir, qaundiu fehtir rrni ax hir frrMbw meb 
rlhlmh, mihi fectrtir. &. lhn. XXV, 40. 

Elegi abjwtru we. 
pl, Lxmm, 11. 

ELIZABETH, left alone with her Gtod, wiehed the voluntary 
poverty whioh she had imposed upon hereelf to be as real 
and complete aa poeeible. She wished her whole life to 
comepond with the log and day hut which she had 
dosen u her dwelling. She therefore devoted all the 
revenues, without exception, whioh Conrad had obliged 
her to keep nominally in her posedon to the relief of 
the poor, end to charitable institutions. Having been 
unable to obtain the permhion of her confeaaor to beg 
her bread, ahe reeolved to gain her Living by the work of 
her hands. Her only means of eooompliehing thia wae to 
spin. Moreover, ahe did not know how to spin f k ,  but 
wool o n . .  She had wool sent to her from the monaetery 
of Aldenburg whioh she worked up and returned all spun 
to the religious. The latter &d her for her work in 
manep, end oftentimes lese than it was really worth. 
She, however, wae ecmpulously careful in the performance 
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of her work. One day when ahe had reoeived payment in 
advance for a certain quantity of wool that she was to 
spin, Conrad sent word to her to come with him from 
Marburg to Eiaentrch. Seeing that ehe could not wholly 
complete her tmk, she eent baok to the convent the little 
wool that then remained for her to spin, with a Cologne 
denier, for fear she might be amwed of taking more than 
she had earned. She worked, moreover, with so much 
earaestnese, that even when her extreme weaknesa and her 
frequent illness obliged her to re- in bed, she still 
continued her spinning. Her companions would take the 
distaff from her hands, that she might spare herself; but 
then, in order not to remain idle, ebe would pick over and 
prepere the wool for the next tima From the a m d l  pro- 
ceeds of her labor 8he deducted enough to make some 
humble offering to the C h ~ c h ;  and with the remainder 
she procured her s w t y  nourishment. Her food was of 
the coareest and most ineipid kind. If any one preeented 
her with some palatable or delicate d$h, she hastened to 
carry it to the poor of her hoepitel without ever tasting 
it herself. She did not, however, disregard the counsela 
of Christian prudence on thh subject. She asked her 
physician to let her know the exact limit to which she 
might carry her abstinence, lest in going beyond it ehe 
might bring upon hereelf unnecessary infirmities, which 
would render her incapable df eerving God well, and for 
which He would require a strict twcount h m  her. She 
was, moreover, very frequently ill. She generally eat 
nothing but the commoneet kind of vegetables, cooked in 
pure water, without any salt. She prepared them herself, 
however they were done. Whilst she waa thus engaged 
in the m a  of her modest housekeeping, she kept her 
eoul, as well as her eyee, raieed conatsntly towarda God in 
prayer or meditation; and it frequently happened that 
whilst she was standing alone ne+r the fire, over which 
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her simple diahea were cooking, or when she drew n e a ~  to 
warm heraelf, ahe became so absorbed in contemplation 
that eparks or cuala would fall upon her poor garrnente 
and burn them, without her being aware of it, although 
her companions, when they came in, would be suffocated 
by the odor of burning clothing. 

Her garmente companded with her food. She wore a 
dress of ooarse, undyed cloth, auoh aa peamta and poor 
people only made we o t  This drew, all torn, espeaially 
in the slwvea, was patched with piewa of different colored 
cloth, and fsstaned close about her person by a large cord. 
Her cloak, of the same material aa her dress, having 
become too short, she l w e m e d  it with a piece of a 
different color. She picked up pieces of cloth of all mta 
of colors, wherever she found them, with which she repaired, 
with her own hands, the torn and burnt places in her clothes, 
doing the work aa well as she could; but she d d  not 
sew nicely. She was not afraid to go out in this m a t m e  ; 
a fact whioh only con6rmed the opinion that worldly men 
had formed of her folly, but which c a d  her to be 
regarded by some piow soula as a second St. Dlarrr. She 
atripped herself constantly even of these come garmenta 
to give them to the poor, and went herself with scar- any 
clothing, which compelled her in the very cold weather 
of winter to remain near her little M d e  ; or she would 
conceal h e r d  in bed between two mattawaes, without 
really being covered by them, and would say, " Here I am, 
stretched as though I were in my c o 5 "  And this added 
discomfor4 was for her a eource of incseased satisfaction 

In the midat of all these privations, she loat none of her 
amenity of character, or affability, or extreme and univer- 
sal kindness, which had alwape dietinpished her. From 
her earliest childhood she had alwaye p r e f e d  the society 
of the poor and humble to any other; and now, having 
retired to her pious d t u d e ,  she manifested, not only 
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towards her maids of honor who had wiahed to remain 
associated with her, but a h  towards the servante whom 
Conrad had aarigned her, a tender and sweet cordiality. 
She never wiahed any of them, however mean their extrac- 
tion, to give her any title of honor, or to call her by any 
other name than that of her baptism - simply Elizabeth - 
addressing her familiarly, aa though she were their equal 
or inferior. She sought to eerve rather than to be 8 8 ~ ~ e d  

by them. Thia daughter of a king preferred to wash 
and wipe the dishes and uteneila of the household rather 
than have them do it. In order to be able to attend freely 
to this work, eo servile in the eyee of men, but ennobled 
in the eyes of God by a sublime humility, ahe found meana 
of sending her mrvanta away, charging them with some 
errand outeide. When they returned, they found that 
their mietresa had done all their work. Aftetr having 
prepared her meal with them, aa we have seen, she made 
them sit at the table by her aide, and frequently in her 
own placa One of them, named hengard, who related 
all these details to the eclesiaetical judges, abaahed by so 
muoh humility on the part of a princeea lately eo p o w e ~  
ful, said to her one day, " I t  ia true, madam, that you are 
acquiring great merit for yourself by your conduct towards 
us ; but do not forget the danger that you are cauaing ue 
to run, that of being filled with pride, when you make 
us eat with you and sit by your sida" To which the 
Ducheea replied, a Ah 1 since that is the case, you must 
come and sit on my knees "; and she immediately took 
her in her arms and made her sit down in her lap. 

Her patience and charity were proof again& any temp 
fation; nothing could irritate her, or draw from her any 
sign of diecontent She held frequent and long conversa- 
tiom with her compnione; and the celestial sweetnew 
and gayety of her heart overflowed in these familiar inter- 
views, whiob were none the lea profitable for that reason 
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to the dvation of those who listened to her. But she 
would not permit any one to make use in her p e n c e  of 
vain and light words, or such aa indicated anger or irn- 
patienca She always interrupted them. Well I "  she 
would say, and where ie our Lord now 1 " dnd  she re- 
buked the guilty one0 with an authority full of grace and 
sweetnea.1 

In the midst of thie life, apparently M, hard and so 
humiliating, but so glorious before God, and so full of 
ineffable joy for her who had given herself wholly to Him, 
Elizabeth could not forget that which was in her eyee, 
after the care of her eoul'e ealwtion, the h t  and only 
interest of her earthly life, -the relief of her afflicted 
and poor brethren Having given up everything, having 
sacrificed all, that she might the more surely find Jeeue in 
heaven, she could not negleot His suffering and scattered 
membera here on earth. Not content with having relin- 
quished to the poor the exclusive enjoyment of her petri- 
mony, to the extent of not reserving enough to provide for 
the first neceeeitiee of her own life - which obliged her 
director to put a check upon her prodigality - she felt 
herself impelled, as in her early years, to participate in 
all the miefortunea of the afflicted, and to dresa hensell 
the wounds of their bodiea ae well as those of their eoula 
Assoon am she arrived at Marbq,herfirstcarewaato 
build a hospital there ; she consecrated it to the memory of 
St. Francia of Assiai, aocording to the direction of Pope 
Gregory IX. This Pontiff, who had just canonbed the 
angelic man, felt that, on the o m i o n  of the tnudation 
of hie body, he ought to semd to his royal and intrepid 
i m i t a t m  a present more precious still 'than the poor 
cloak which ehe had recently received with ao much @i- 
tuda. Thie waa some drops of the blood which had 
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escaped from hie aide when he received from heaven the 
impreasion of the divine etigmsta Elhbeth received 
this sacred gift in the same epirit that had inspired the 
Pope to aend it to her, ae another pledge of her union 
with and affection for him who of all men t h u  far had 
been able to foll~w most cloaely the footehp of the 
Saviour of the world. She believed that she oould not 
more fittingly honor thia holy relic than by depositing 
it in the asylum of human miseries to which she was 
going to consecrate the remainder of her daya Aa eoon 
ae thie hospital waa completed, she placed there se many 
poor sick pereonn ae she poesibly could. Then, every day, 
accompanied by her two faithful friends and eiatere in re- 
ligion, Guta and Yeentrude, she went there to spend long 
houm in dressing their wounds, in caring for them, ad- 
miniatering to them the remedies prescribed, and especially 
in consoling them by the most sffectionate exhortations, 
adapted to the kind of suffaring and to the spiritual 
condition of each sick pereon. It waa not merely the 
charitable instinot of her soul, or the imperative need of 
relieving the misfortunes of her fellow beings, that she 
aeemed to obey ; but ae if she would b d  in these works 
of mercy a last meane of immolating that flesh which she 
had already so o f h  overcome, ehe tnrnsformed them into 
mortifications and austerities of a new and formidable 
kind, and it would be difEcult to say which wae stronger 
in her heart, the love of her neighbor, or the hatred of 
that sinful body which alone still separated her from her 
Divine Saviour. She was not only the onsoler of the 
poor, ehe became also their servant, and no eervice seemed 
to her too repulsive, too hard, or too menial ; for each one 
of them wae for her the living image of the celestial 
Spouse of her soul Those of the sick who were moat 
likely to inspire disguert, who re*11ed and shocked every 
one, became at once the object of her solicitude and ten- 
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derneas, and received from her royal hands care of the 
most repulsive kind. She careaeed them with sweet 
familiarity; she kissed their ulcers and their horrible 
wounds. Within the memory of man, none had ever wit- 
nessed so wonderful a victory schieved over all the 
repugnances of the senses, or so great earneatnem and per- 
severance united in the p t i c e  of the moat humble self- 
devotion Every one was astonished at the spectacle of 
such a life, chosen of her own free will by the daughter 
of a king, scarce twenty-two yeare of age ; a parallel of 
which was not to be found even in the lives of the Wta 
up to that time. But the spirit of Gtod had inspired her 
with that holy violence, in ita full extent, to which heaven 
has been promised. 

Such p t i c e a  were far from meeting with ganeral 
sympathy or approbation, and there were pious pereons 
even who thought that she went too far; but she knew 
too well how to oonquer herself to give way to the opinion 
of men. One day, as she waa going to church, she met a 
poor beggar whom she brought home with her, and whom 
hands and feet she undertook Bret thing to wash. This 
time, however, this occupation impired her with such 
disgust that she shuddered at it. But instantly, to sub- 
due this feeling, she said to herself : " Aha 1 wretched 
stomaoh, that diegusts you, doea it l Know, then, that 
this ie a most holy beverege." And saying this, she drank 
the water which she had just used. Then she said : 0 
my Lord I when Thou wad upon Thy holy Cross, Thou 
didst drink vinegar and gall ; I am not worthy of euch a 
beverage ; help me to become better!' 

Lepers, who were especially an object of horror to most 
men, because of the easy contagion of their terrible die- 
ease, were for that very reason thoee whom she nursed 
and axed for the most. She washed and bathed them 
herself, cut up curtaine and other valuable materials, to 
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have eomething with which to wipe them and to wrap 
them in when they came out from the bath; ehe made 
their beds for them hemelf, put them to bed, and covered 
them aa well as she could. " 0 how bleesed we are," ahe 
eaid one day to her attendante, in being able to wash 
and to clothe our Lord I " To which one of them replied : 
It may be, madam, that you like to be with thtw 

people ; but I doubt very much whether others like it as 
well as you do." Master Conrad, however, felt that her 
charity was leading her beyond the bounda of Christian 
prudence, and he forbade her to touch or to kiee the 
ulcers of lepera and other sick pereons, for fear that she 
might herself contract their dieease. But thia precaution 
failed to accomplieh ita purpose, for the grief which ahe 
experienced in consequence of thie prohibition, and the 
restraint put upon the impetuous oompamion of her heart, 
was so violent that she became seriously ill from it. 

Thia d o u e  dieciple of Christ did not, however, con- 
b e  her compaesion or her deeda of mercy to the phyeical 
ills of her fellow c1~1turea; she never lost eight of the 
health of their mule, and the spiritual remediea euitable 
thereto. With the tender csre ehe gave them, she fre- 
quently mingled pious exhortations; she watched ecru- 
pulouely to see that the poor had their children baptized 
aa early aa possible ; that all the sick should aek for, and 
receive the sacramental not only at the moment of their 
death, but upon their entrance into the hospital. Although 
her own example added so much farce to her words, ahe 
often met with mistance on the part of mule imbittered 
by misfortune, or mdered lukewarm by their long neglect 
of the mistance offered by the Church. At such times 
she knew how to unite the energy of Christian zed with 
her habitual sweetness. One day, among others, a blind 
invalid presented himself at the hospital and asked to be 
admitted. Elizabeth happened to meet Master Conrad 
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just then at the door. She gladly consented to the appli- 
cant'~ admission, on condition that he ahould begin by 
ouring hie interior eicknees by approaching the tribunal of 
penance. But the blind man, rendered impatient by his 
ill health and by thb exhortation, began to swear and 
blaspheme, treating thege practicee aa superstitiow. E l k -  
beth waa indignant, and replied with ao much vehemence 
that he waa euddenly touched witb contrition, and kneel- 
ing down he made his confession on the epot to Master 
c o d  

Nor did ahe, by any means, limit her charity to the 
precincte of this hospital, which waa her favorite mort ; 
ehe went with her attendante to visit the hute of all the 
poor of Marburg and the eurmnding country, and at 
the m e  time had meat, bread, flour, and other articles 
brought, which ehe hereelf distributed among the needy. 
She investigated with kindly intereet the exact condition 
of their cheerless habitatione, and carefully examined 
their clothes and their beds, in order to be able to eupply 
them with whatever relief they needed. She distributed 
among them the proceeds of all her jewele, her rings, her 
ailk veils, and such worldly ornaments a8 ehe had left, 
which she secretly eold. In thie elso ehe showed hereelf 
eager to render them the moat devoted service, and to 
provide for their least desires. One winteie day, during 
severe cold weather, a poor sick man fancied that he 
would like some fuh. She immediately ran to a fountain 
nearby, and invoking the aid of her Divine Helper, ehe a i d  : 
"Lord Jesue Christ, if it be according to Thy will, give 
me mme fish for Thy poor eick ona" Then having drawn 
up eome water, ehe found a large fish in it, which ahe 
hastened to bring to her patient. 

When, in going about on her errands of charity, ehe 
met any poor pemm whose destitute condition or suffe~ 
inge seemed especially deserving of compaseion, or whose 
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devotion rendered them the more mred in her eyee, ahe 
made them come not only to her hospital, but to her own 
wretched little dwelling, devoted herself wholly to their 
service, and made them eat at her table. Conrad remon- 
strated with her against this custom, but she replied to 
him : " Oh no, my master, leave them to me l Think of 
my former life, pseeed in the vanities of the world. A 
wrong muat be righted by its contrary ; I muat live now 
with the humble. This society proour88 me many pea. 
Let me therefore enjoy iL" 

Among others she took a little orphan boy, a paralytic 
from his birth, blind, and afiiicted, momver, with a con- 
stant bloody flux. This poor creature, abandoned and mf- 
fering from eo many edlictione, found in her more than a 
mother. She spent entire nighta watching by hie side, 
rendering him eervicee of the most repulsive natum, oov- 
ering him with osregses, and cowling him with the moat 
loving work  He died, and she filled his place at once 
with a young girl who had been attacked with leprosy, 
and disfigured in the most horrible manner, to such an 
extent that in the hospital no one dared to approach her, 
or even to look at her from a distance. Elizabeth, on the 
contrary, cre soon as she saw her, went up to her with a 
sort of pious veneration, as though it were our Lord Him- 
self who appeared to her under thie veil of sorrows ; and 
the Princess was seen to kneel down before the leper, un- 
tie her shoea, and remove them and her stockings, in spite 
of the child's resistance. Then she washed and dressed 
her mrea, gave her al l  the medicines prescribed, cut her 
finger and toe nails, and bestowed upon her such affection- 
ate and beneficent care that the condition of thia un- 
fortunate person waa soon improved, Elizabeth had her 
brought to her own home, made her bed herself, and 
spent long houra by her side, during which she sought 
to distract her by playing with her, and to console her by 
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words full of aweetneas and tendermas. Mastar Conrad, 
however, having heard of this conduct of hie penitent, 
had the young leper moved a n y  from her, for fear that 
she hersell might be attacked by the contagion, and even 
imposed upon her for this exoese of zeal, a penance so 
severe that he felt himaelf called upon to testify hie 
repentaha to the Pope. 

But Elizabeth, whose indefatigable esal nothing could 
discourage, received at once into her home a young child 
afilicted with a dieeaae almost as revolting ae leprosy, 
and cared for and treated him with a practical knowl- 
edge and skill which charity alone, that supreme den* 
could have taught her. She kept him there until hie 
death. 

Nevertheleas, lepers continued to be the object of her 
predilection, and in a certain sense of her envy, since 
of all human &ctiona this was the one that could beat 
detach its victim8 from the illuaione of this life. Brother 
W d ,  Provincial of the Franciscans in Qermany, who 
was, after Maater Conrad, the moet intimate confident of 
her pioua thoughts, having come one day to vieit her, ahe 
talked a long time with him concerning holy poverty, and 
towarde the close of their conversation she exclaimed: 
'Ah l father, what I would like above all thinga, and 
could wish with all my heart, would be to be treated in 
all reapecte like an ordinary leper. I would like to have 
a little hut of &raw and hay built for me, such ae they 
build for them poor people, with a aign hung before the 
door to warn the paseemby, and a charity box to receive 
their alms." 1 At them worda she loat consciouweaa and 
fell into a sort of ecstaey, during which the Father Pro- 
vincial, who had lifted her in hie arms, heard her singing 

1 Cod. Heidelb., p. 81. It w u  in hutr of tht kind, u we #lull 8- 
later on, that lepen, whom cure w u  conridered imponible, were rhut 
up with 8 certain d g l o r u  ceremony. 

49 
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sacred hymne, at the conoldon of which she q a i d  
her coneciousnesa 

In order to explain these remarkable words of our Saint, 
I shall venture to preaent here some amount of the 
manner in which leprosy, and the unfortunate beings who 
were attmked by it, were regarded during Catholio ageal 
In thoee timee of universal faith, religion could struggle 
face to fmx againat the evils of society, whose abaolute 
sovereign she wee; and she confronted thia supreme 
calamity with all the alleviations which faith and piety 
could prompt in Christian mule. Unable to overcome the 
deplorable material r d t a  of thie malady, she oould at 
least prevent the moral reprobation which might attach 
to ita unfortunate victims, She had clothed them with a 
sort of pioua commation, and had constituted them ee 
the repreeentativea and pontiffs of that burden of s o m m  
which Jeeus Christ had come to take upon Himself, and 
which all the children of the Church regard it as their 
fiFBt duty to alleviate among their fellow beinge. Lepmy, 
therefore, at that period, poseesaed something that was 
sacred in the eyes of the Church and of the faithful ; it 
wee a gift of God? a special distinction, a mark, eo to 
speak, of divine consideration. The annals of Normandy 
relate that a cavalier of most illuatrioue birth, one of the 
brave knights of the time of William the Conqueror, 
having become a monk, humbly aaked of God, ae a spe- 
cial grace, that he might be stricken with an incurable 
leprosy, in order thus to redeem his eins, and that hie prayer 
was heard. 'The hand of God, the God of infinite justice 
and mercy, had touched a Christian, had stricken him in 

1 I owe there puticulur principally to the excellent work of 
M. Clement Brentaho, on the Suterr of Charity, In which ir to be found 
much valuable information regding Catholic chsrity at all periodr. 

9 Thir fr the expreaoion which ir d e  we of in the public rctr 
relating to lepen, down to the middle of the rtteenth century. 
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B manner mystarim and incomprehensible to human 
science, and from that moment there warr something 
venerable in his afiiction. Solitude, reflection, and r e  
course to God alone, became a necemity for the leper; but 
the love and the prayera of hia brethren followed him in 
hia isolation. The Churoh had been able to reconcile the 
most tender solicitude for theee unfortunate membera of 
her fold1 with the measures which were emcted by the 
safety of ell, to prevent the contagion h m  spreading. 
There ie perhaps nothing more touching and at the eame 
time more solemn in her liturgy than the ceremony d e d  
q n z ~ a l w  Isprosown, which wae observed in the mquea- 
tmtion of him whom God had stricken, in those place 
where there was no hospital especially mt apart for the 
use of lepers. Mass for the dead wae celebrated in hie 
presence ; then, aftar having bleeeed all the utensils which 
were to be used by him in hia solitude, and after each of 
the asaisfants had offered him an alms, the clergy, pre 
ceded by the cross and accompanied by all the faithful, 
conducted him to an iaolsted hut, which was assigned to 
him ae a place of abode. On the roof of thia hut the 
prieat placed some earth from the cemetery, saying, S& 
w l u w  m u d ,  dvm itcmrrrc Dw (" Be thou dead to the 
world, and born anew to God ") I The priest then addressed 
to him words of consolation, in which he pictured to him 
the joys of paradd, and reminded him of his epiritual 
communion with the Church, whoee prayere would avail 
him more even in hia solitude than before. Then he planted 
a wooden crosa before the door of the hut, and hung thereon 

1 In the olrrtnluy of the abbey of Centura, at Le Mmr, then, 
appem a bull addreared directly by Pope Clement III, in 1189, to hL 
dear children the lepera of LJabolio, dibdir jfliu krptorir dr Solkli4 in 
which he grclnta them a cemetery at Solermer, derpite the oppodtlon 
of the Abbot of Contura, of which the priory of Solemen mr a 
dependency. 
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a charity-box, to receive the alms of the psseere-by ; and 
all left him. At Easter only, lepers were allowed to come 
out of their tombs, as Christ Himself had done, and to 
enter the cities and villages, during a oertain number of 
days, to participata in the unived  joy of Christendom. 
When they died thua isolated, their funeral was performed 
with the oace of C m f w 8  not Pontif' 

The thought of the Church had been understood hy all 
her children. Lepers had received the sweetest and most 
conaoling names &om the people. They were called 
Go& invalicb, God's dcar porn, ths good pcopla They 
loved to recall that Jesua Himeelf had been designated 
by the Holy Ghoet as a leper, Et n ~ r  pdauimw GIMIC g d  
2cpromm ; 1 that He had had a leper as His host when St. 
May Magdalene came to anoint Hia feet; that He had 
chosen the leper Lazarua arr the symbol of the elwt soul ; 
that He had often taken thie form H i d  in appearing 
to His sainta on mxth.3 Moreover, it, was ch i ly  in con- 
sequence of pilgrimagee to the Holy Land, and the Cru- 
sadee, that leprosy had spread in Europe ; and thb origin 
added to its sacred character. An order of chivalry, that 
of St. Lazanre, had been founded at Jerusalem, devoted 
exclusively to the care of lepers, and had a leper as grand 
master and an order of women had consecrated them- 
selves to the same work in the mme city, at the hospital 
of St. .John the Almoner. Bishop Hugh of Lincoln, a 
native of Franche-Comt.4, and of the order of (2harh.q 
admitted lepen, to the of peace ; and when his &an- 
cellor reminded him that St. Martin healed lepere by 

1 Is.u,4. 
9 See the beautiful legendm of St. Jnlian, of St. Leo XX, Pope, and 

erpecklly of Mutyriw, rekted by St. Oregory the k t  in bb 
Hornilia. 

8 ThSr order w u  trrmderred .to h c e  by St. Louir, and dterwudr 
united with that of Mount Cumel, u ln Savoy it w u  with that of 
Rt. Mauritirrrr. 
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embracing them, the biahop replied : "Yes, the kiea of 
U i n  healed the physical malady of the lepers ; in my 
oaae the kiae of the lepers heale my aouLn 

Among the kinga and the great ones of the earth,EliEa- 
beth was not alone in honoring Christ in the aucceesora of 
Lazarus ; illustrious and powerful princes considered thie 
duty as one of the prerogatives of their crowns. Robert, 
King of France, visited their hospital constantly, St. Louis 
treated them with a most brotherly afyection, vieited them 
on Ember Days, and kissed their woundal Henry 111, 
King of England, did the m e .  The Countese Sybilla of 
Flanders, having mmpanied  her hueband Theodoric to 
Jerusalem, in 1166, went to the hospital of S t  John the 
Almoner, to devote hereelf to the care of the leper8 there, 
whilat the Count waa engaged in fighting againat the 
infidels. One day, aa she was washing the mrea of these 
unfortunate creatures, she felt her heart revolt, as did 
Elizabeth's, against so diaguating an occupation; but im- 
mediately, to punish herself, h e  took into her mouth some 
of the water that she had been using, and swallowed it 
down, saying to her heart, " You muet learn to serve Qod 
in the peraone of these poor people ; that ia your preeent vo- 
cation, even though yo11 burat in acoompliehing it," When 
her husband left Palestine, she asked permission from 
him to remain there, to mneecrate the rest of her life to 

1 Hir conreration d t h  Jolnvllle will be remembered In which he 
uked the latter which he would prefer, to be a leper or ta have com- 
mitted a mortal da. Joinrille replied that he would rather hare 
committed thirty of them than to be a leper. When they were dl 
alone, the sdntly king reproached his friend for hlr reply in there 
term#: "You aped thoughtlealy. No leprosy is u, hateful as mortal 
da, for the soul that Is in that state Is llke to the devil. I b e d  
yo& therefore, mart eunwtlfi for the lore of h d  and of me, that 
yon terroh your he& to feel @at you would rather any hum baidl 
your body, leprory or any other nulady, thrn that mortal sin rhould 
enter your soul." Joinrille, ed. 1761, p. 6. 
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the service of the lepera Her brother, Baudouin 111, 
King of Jerusalem, joined hie prayere to those of this 
heroine of charity. The Count resisted a long time, and 
consented to thia separation from Sybilla only after he 
had received from the king hie brother-in-law, to reward 
him for hia s a d c e ,  an invaluable relic, a drop of the 
Blood of Our Saviour, obtained by Joseph of Brimathea, 
when our Lord waa taken down from the Gwa He re- 
turned, therefore, alone to hie native county, bearing with 
him this aacred treasure, which he de@ted in the city of 
Brugea; and the pious people of Flanders ltxmed with 
great veneration how their Count had sold hie wife to 
Christ and to the poor, and how he had brought back, ae 
the price of thie mrrender, the Blood of their G d l  

The saints of the Middle Agea manifeatad a sublime 
devotion in behalf of lepers. St. Catharine of Sienna's 
hands were attacked by leproay whilst she waa caring for 
an old woman aflicted with the malady, whom she wished 
to lay out and to bury herself ; but after having pemvered 
t h u  to the end in her sacrifice, she eaw her hande-become 
white and pure aa thoae of a newly born infant, and a soft 
light shining forth from the placee which had beem dected 
the most. St. Francis of h i s i  and St. Clara, his noble 
companion, St. Odila of Aleace, St. Judith of Poland, St. 
Edmund of Canterbuy, and later St. Francis Xavier and 
St. Jane b c i e  de Chantal, were glad to render the most 
humble d m  to lepers. Oftentimes their prayers 
obtained an inetarntaneoua curas 

1 The beautiful chapel, known u that of the Hdy Blood, built to 
rerve u a -chary for thir relic, ir #till rean at Bruger n e u  the 
hotel do m'h. 

A very andent tradition, profoundly rymbolical, and founded, 
moreover, on the Holy Bcripturer, regarded leprory u the moat perfect 
~ymbol of rh, and u nomething corueqnently which could ba cwed 
only by innocent blood, j u t  u the original rin of mm could be 
redeemed only by the innocant blood of the Man Qod. Thir tradition 
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It waa in the midst of thia glorious company that E l k  
beth had already taken her plaa, by the invinoible long- 
ings of her heart to be united with the Gtod whom she 
always saw in the person of the poor. But whilst waiting 
for that time when she might taste with them the etarnal 
joys of heaven, nothing on earth d d  calm the d o r  of 
that compassion which consumed her heart, nor relieve 
the languor of a soul siok and distracted by the sufferings 
of her fellow beinga 

appem in numerow legen& and poem of the Middle Agw. One of 
the mort celebrated poem of the time of St. Elizabeth, Poor Henry, by 
Hutmrsn ron der Ane, w u  founded upon iL 
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DEAB ST. ELIZABETH REFDSEB TO EETUIW m TEZ 
KINGDOM OF HER FATHEE, THAT BHE MAY BE MOBE 

SURE OF ENTERING INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 

Regnum mundi et omnem orn8tum rrecull contempi prop* 
morem Domini mei Jeru Chrirti quem rid, quem amad, in quem 
credidi, quem Wexi. - ROYAH Blrrvx~~r.  Common of holy women. 

In nidulo meo moriu. 
JOB XHX, la 

IN the meantime the King of Hungary, the rich and power- 
ful father of thia poor infharian, had received, through 
the Hungarian pilgrims who visited Aix-laChapelle and 
other sanctuaries of the Rhine, news of the state of poverty 
and destitution to which hia daughter had been r e d u d  
They related to him how shocked they had been at learn- 
ing that their Princess was living without honors, without 
a court, and in a mndition of absolute beggary. The 
King was amazed and moved to t a r e  by their story; he 
complained to his council of the injury that had been 
done his daughter, and resolved to send an ambassador to 
bring her back to him. He intrusted this mission to 
Count Banfi.' This nobleman went to Thuringia, with a 
numeroue suite, and first visited Wartburg. There he 
found the Landgrave Henry, from whom he demanded an 
explanation of the extraordinary poeition of the Duchess. 

1 Contemporary anthorn call thin oount Pamiu or Panfu, but I 
hate thought k t  to adopt the correction propod by Count Mailath, 
an Fiunguian rcholu of ow own time. 

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



LIFE OF ST. ELIZABETH 345 

The young Prince mplied to him, "My d a t a  has be 
come a perfect fool, as every one knows; you will see it 
yourself." Then he related how she had retired to Malc 
burg, and all the exhvagances which she had committed 
there, living only in the society of beggarrr and lepem, and 
other detaib of this eort. He Bssured the ambrrssador 
that Elizabetb'a poverty wan wholly voluntary, and that 
he on hie part had guaranteed. her the poaeeseion of all 
that she could desire. The Count, greatly astonirhed, eet 
out for Marburg. On hie arrival them, he inquired of the 
landlord at whose house he ahpped, what he thought of 
the lady called Elizabeth, who had come to this country 
from Hungary; why ahe lived in pov*; why ehe had 
left the princes of her huebandJe family; whether there 
were any reason for her doing eo that wao not to her 
honor. She is a vey pious lady," replied the hat ,  " and 
most virtu- She ia as rich es one oould wish to be, for 
thh city with the entire canton, which is not emall, be- 
longs to her in her own right, and if ebe had wished it, 
ehe could easily enough have found princes to marry her. 
But becaw of her great humility ehe wiahea to live in 
thia state of poverty. She doee not wbh to reside in any 
of the city houses, preferring to live near the hospital 
which ehe built, for she deapiaea all earthly riches. Qud 
haa bestowed upon us a great blessing in sending ua m 
pioue a lady ; all who have ahy buainesa with her derive 
profit therefrom to their eatvation. She gives heraelf no 
rest in her worka of charity; ehe ia moet cheste, moet 
gentle, most merciful ; but above all thinge she is the moat 
humble of matuream The Count asked the landlord to 
conduct him at once to where she lived. The latter went 
in h t  and eaid to her, Madam, eome friends of yours 
are here, who have come, I believe, to see you ; they wish 
to speak with you" The ambassador having entered the 
hut, and aeeing the daughter of hie king engaged in 
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spinning, and holding the distaff in her hand, waa so im- 
pressed by the sight that he made the eign of the croea, 
and buret into tesre. Then he exclaimed, "Did any one 
ever see the daughter of a king spinninr, wool 1 " Then 
seating himself by her side, he told her h t  the King her 
father had sent him to h d  her and to bring her back to 
the land of her birth. He promised her that she should 
then be treated with all the honor due to her state, and that 
the King regarded her still aa his deareat daughter. But 
she resisted all hie entreaties. " Whom do you take me 
for 1 " she said to him. "I am but a poor sinner, who 
never obeyed the law of my God aa I ought to have dona" 
" Who reduced you to this state of poverty 1 " aeked the 
Count. " No one," she replied, unlees it be the inhitely 
rich Son of my Heavenly Father, Who haa taught me by 
Hia example to deapiee richea and to love poverty above all 
the kingdoms of thie world." Then she gave him an awamt 
of her whole life since she had become a widow, and told 
him of her intentione for the reat of her life, and assured 
him that ahe had no fault to find with any one, that she 
needed nothing and was perfectly happy. The Count, 
however, persisted in his entreaties. " Come, noble queen," 
he said to her, " come back with me to your dear father, 
wme and take pseesion of hie kingdom and your inheri- 
tan=" " I hope indeed," she said, thst I already poseess 
the inheritance of my Father, that is to say, the eternal 
mercy of our dear Lord Jesus Christ." Finally the ambas- 
sador beaought her not to do her EBther the injustice of 
leading so despicable a life, not to aflict him by oondud 
BO unworthy of her birth. "Say to my noble father," 
replied Elizabeth, " that I am happier in thia despicable 
life than he can be in hie royal magnificence, and that far 
from grieving on my account, he ought rather to rejoice 
that he haa a child in the service of the great King of 
heaven and earth. I ask him but for one thing in thia 
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world; that ie to pray for me and to have othem pray 
for me, and on my prf, I will pmy for him as long arr I 
iiva* 

The Count seeing that all hie efforte were uaelese, left 
her with profound sorrow. But she resumed her diefa$, 
happy in being able to realiee in advance the aublime 
word which the Church makea uae of in commemorating 
those who, like her, have renounced all for Jesus ; Ihave 
depised the kingdom of the world, and all e a r t h  glory, for 
tice love of my Lord J e w  Christ, U%om I have reen, W7wm 
I huve loved, in W h  I have believed, and Whom I have 
prefmed.l 

1 Roman Breviary. Berpome in the oBce of holy women. 
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DUB ST. ELIZ~~BETH DISTBIBUTICB m, HEB 
POSSESSIONS AMONG THE POOR 

81 dederit homo omnem mbrtantim domru 8- pro dilectione, 
quad nihtl Wiciet  mm.- CANT. Vm, 7. 

C.lore chultatk 
Calefrctl prUpete8  
Juxtr pmnu nuditatia 
Iaetantur immemorer. 

A h n  qfSt. E l M  in ttu Old Bmuiary qfth Dmiricaiu. 

Hornma convinced the Landgrave Henry may have been 
of the folly of hie sister-in-law, he neverthelea felt him- 
eelf bound to redeem the promise which he had volun- 
tarily made to her. Fear of the Pope, who had become 
Elizabeth's proteotor, and the Muence of Conrad of Mar- 
burg, which was a8 great over him aa it had been over hia 
brother Louie, were probably incentives to thie fidelity. 
He therefore sent her five hundred mama of silver which 
he had promised at the time of her departure from Wart- 
burg, to defray the expenses of her establishment in her 
new residenca This increase of riohes seemed to the 
charitable Princese only a favorable opportuniQ of realiz- 
ing a project which she had long cherished, that of re- 
lieving herself wholly of the care of all the goode whit& 
she had still retained posseasion of, by depriving herself at 
once of the enjoyment of them. She disposed of all the 
property which her brother-in-law had been obliged to re- 
store to her at the time of the return of the knighte of 
the Crusade, which realieed the then very considerable 
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8um of two thousand marca She determined, says one 
of her pioua hiatorians, that her riches should be put to 
good use at once, remembering the brevity of human life, 
and believing that in this way they would the more surely 
assist her in reaching the life which is eternal She 
c a d  even the jewels and ornaments which she still re- 
tained, of those which her parents had sent with her from 
Hungary, to be mld, each es vasea of gold and silver, cloth 
embroidered in gold, and various articles ornamented with 
jewels of great value. The money derived from this sale, as 
well aa from that of her domains, waa all of it distributed by 
her among the poor, at different times, but with a prodi- 
gality which brought upon her the reproaohes of many 
who had no need of her assi~tanc~. She wee treated with 
disdain, ae a prodigal, ae a spendthrift, and still more aa 
a fool ; but she waa not in the least disturbed by this sort 
of talk. She felt that the mrifice of her perishable riches 
was an insignificant price to pay for the eternal salvation 
of her muL When she reaeived the five hundred marca 
that the Duke Henry sent her, she resolved to distribute 
them at once, all on the same day, among the poor. That 
the field of her charity might be commensurate with the 
generous sum which she wae thus about to diepose of, she 
caused public notice to be given in all placea within 
twenty-five leagues of Marburg that all the poor should 
assemble, upon a mrtain day, on a plain near Wehrda, the 
village in which she hereelf had spent the 6rst days of her 
voluntary poverty. 

On the appointed day several thoueand needy applicants 
appeared, among whom were the blind, the cripple, the 
Mm and the poor of both sexes, besides a large crowd of 
people anxious to witness m &mmhary a spectacle. 
To preserve order amidst thie multitude, ae well aa to 
ensure justice in the distribution of relief among the 
needy, m often impatient and disorderly, the Duchess had 
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stationed a sufecient force of o5am and etrong mvada 
with orders to aee that ea& one kept hie p b ,  lest &me 
might find means, to the prejudica of their companions, of 
securing twice over the alma intended for each poor pereon 
She directed that any one violating this rule should have 
hie hair cut off at once A young girl named Hilde- 
gundea, dietingubhed for the extreme beauty of her hair, 
having been seized se she was leaving the place which had 
been first aesigned her to go to the relief of a sick sister, 
her beautiful hair, which she wore flowing over her 
shoulders, according to the custom of the young women 
of Marburg, was cut off. Seeing herself thus treated, the 
young women began to weep and lament, loudly protecting 
her innmnce. She was brought before the Duchess, who, 
after congratulating her upon the h t  that the loss of her 
hair would prevent her from taking part thereafter in the 
dancea and profane festivities, asked her, with that inspi- 
ration which seems a gift of holy soule, whether she had 
ever conceived the idea of leading a better Lifa I should 
have comecrated myself long ago to my Lord," replied 
Hildegundea, and should have taken the religious habit, 
but that it would have cost me too much to wr i f i a  the 
beauty of my hair." Elizabeth, filled with joy at these 
words, exclaimed, "Then indeed I am happier to know 
that your hair has been cut than I would be if my son 
had been elected Emperor of the Romans." She after- 
wards took thb young girl into her own household, and 
the latter, heeding the warning that had conie to her on 
that day, consecrated herself to the &ca of (3x3 and 
Hie poor in the hospital of the Duchesa 

In the meantime the distribution of alma, as announced, 
proceeded with perfect order through the seebtana of 
reliable and faithful persona to whom Elizabeth had 
assigned this duty. She herself presided over the work, 
passing from rank to rank, wearing a linen cloth about her 
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waist, aa Jeeue Christ bed served Hie W p l e a  She went 
about through the vast throng of people rediant and rejoio- 
ing over the happhew which she wae giving, her faca 
serene and tranquil, her hart filled with joy, and her lipe 
uttering worda of kindness and dection, and ad-d 
mpeaially to those poor strmpm whom she saw for the 
first time ; mingling a sweet gayety with her cornpaasion 
and a celestial simplicitp with her boundless generoeity, 
finding that at each step she waa giving freah consolation 
to some new miee ry. Thia royal daughter at length found 
herself in the midst of the only court that could d o r d  
her pleasure; truly a queen that day by her memy, she 
wee there, surrounded by her army of poor, like a mvereign 
on her throne, and despite the wretched costume which she 
wore, to the dazzled eyes of thoee whoee suffering she was 
relieving, she appeared resplendent aa the sun and clad in 
garments as white as the snow. The five hundred mcrrce 
being all disposed of, as the night came on and the moon 
roae beautifully, thoae who were well enough started to 
return to their several homes ; but many who were feeble 
or ill could not at once set out on their return journey, 
and prepared themselves to spend the night in different 
nooks and corners of the hospital and neighboring build- 
inga Elizabeth noticed them aa she entered, and always 
swayed by her inexhaustible compassion, she said imme- 
diately to those with her, "Ah l see the infirm have re- 
mained; give them somethins mora" Thereupon she 
c a d  eir deniers of Cologne to be given to eaah one of 
them, and would not permit the little children who were 
among them to receive any leas than the othera Then 
she had a bountiful supply of bread brought and M b -  
uted among them. Finally she said, I want these poor 
people to have a perfeot feast; let h a  be made for them." 
Bocarding to her ordere large fires were lit wherever they 
were lying, and their feet were waahed and perfumed. 
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The poor people, seeing therrmelvee so well heated, gave 
loud expression to their joy and began to aing. The 
sound of their voicee, ninging, reaohed the eare of W b e t h ,  
whose simple and tender heart was deeply moved, and in 
her joy she exclaimed, " I fold you so indeed ; we ought to 
make people ae happy as poaeibla" And she immediately 
started off to aham in their joy. 

Tender and saintly soul 1 how truly indeed you studied 
and comprehended that wret, so full of charms, the 
secret of the happin- of others ; severe and m e r c i f u l  
as you were towards yourself, you were fully initiated in 
this meet mystery. That terrestrial happinem which you 
so completely renounced and excluded from your own 
life, you were able to h d  again, and with generous perc 
sewance to secure for your poor fellow cmturea Ah I 
how happy we are in the thought that in heaven, where 
now you are reaping the reward of so fervent a charity, 
you are still faithful to that loving solicitude which filled 
your heart while on earth I And how meet it is for us to 
feel that poor aoule who have r&um to you in their 
aomw and want, here below, will  not be abandoned by 
that inexhauatible pity, which can only have been intenei- 
fied in strength and fervor by participating in your happy 
immortality. 
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CHAPTER XXVII 

Melior wt obedieafir qtum rfotimw. 
I -0. XV, 89. 

Wo to them who dirddn to humble themreIra willingly with the 
little oner, for the lowly gab of the heavenly Klngdom w i l l  not d d t  
them to enter. - I x l ~ ~ n o x ,  Bt III, Ch. LYILI, 10. 

ONE might believe that there wns nothing wanting in our 
Elizabeth to enenre her reaching the object which ehe had 
so courageously set before herself, the exclusive love of 
God, and of her fellow creatums in God, with an absolute 
contempt of the world and ita riches. And yet, in thia 
marvellous path of Christian perfection them were still 
formidable obetaclea for her to overcome, many viotmiee, 
and these the most difBcult of all, for her to achieve. I t  
was not suf3cient for her to have conquered the world and 
all that it could offer her; it was still necessary that she 
should conquer herself in that most impregnable refuge of 
human weakneee, her own will. I t  was necesearp that 
that will, however pure, however detached it might be 
from earthly things, should no longer lift iteelf of ita own 
strength, but that it should bend at each breath of the 
Divine Will, like a blade loaded with grain, until that 
moment when the Heavenly Reaper ahodd gather it in 
for eternity. 

He whom the Common Father of the Faithful had 
especialli charged with the direotion of thia precious aoul, 
Master Connrd of Marbuq, who could appreciate al l  that 

88 
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ehe was capable of for the love of God, molved to lesd 
her towards thin supreme goal of evangelical perfwtbn by 
a course which would doubtless be repugnant to what in 
our day we call widom, and still more so certainly to the 
infirmity and lukewarmnwa of our languishing souls, 
unaamsbmed to al l  vigoms, practical faith; but which 
excited neither murmurs, nor even surprise at tbat period 
of naive simplicity, of abeolute resignation, at least in the 
intention, to whatmever might lead and attach the soul to 
God. 

Not that I undertake, however, to justify abeolutdy alI 
I shall have to relate of Conrad's course towards his 
illustrious penitent ; the impetuous ardor of his eeal, of 
which in the end he himaelf became the victim,'was mch 
aa to often cnrry him beyond the bounde of Christian 
moderation; but, aside from the fact that this course ia 
authorized by numerous examples, in all periods of Chris- 
tian piety, by the rulea of many odere of renowned sane 
tity, I prefer, rather than rashly judge such a man, simply 
to imitate the aubmkion, always so perf* of that noble 
princess, eager to bend her head in alI things beneath the 
yoke of divine love, and to follow the footatepe of Him 
who for our sake became obedient even unto death. 

Maater Conrad, then, having resolved to subdue and 
deetroy in Elizabeth'e soul the only element of human 
dection which he could still discover there, commenced 
by attacking her will  in what was most legitimate and at 
the same time moat deeply cherished by her,- the p m  
ti- of worka of mercy. He placed a check, cruel as it 
was to the heart of the Duchess, upon that g e n d t y  of 
which she had given, as we have j u t  seen, such signal 
proof4 by forbidding her to give to any poor pemn more 

1 He w u  killed in 1288 by certain knightr whom he had unjoltly 
panthed sa heretic& Pope Qregory IX would not grant abrolation 
to hir murderen, except upon condition of r very wren, penance. 
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than a eingle denier. Before resigning hereelf to so hard 
a reatriotion, Elizabeth endeavored in many rounhbout 
ways to escape it, without being positively dieobedient. 
She had a number of deniera coined, not of copper, ae they 
ueually were, but of eilver, which were worth a shilling 
apiece in the money of the oountry ; theee ehe distributed 
under the guiae of ordinary deniers. Then, as the poor 
people, accustomed to her exceeeive liberality, complained 
of the parsimony of her gifts, she mid to them : '' I am 
forbidden to give you more than one denier at a time, but 
thie does not prevent me from giving you another as often 
as you return." The beggars did not fail to profit by her 
suggestion, and after receiving a first alma, they would 
walk off, make one or two turns around the hospital, and 
then return to aek for another denier, which the Ducheaa 
always gave them; this trick they kept up inceamtly. 
Instead of being touched by this little artsce of a soul 
oonsumed with charity, Conrad, having diecovered what 
she wae doing, abused her angrily w v d  timea, ping m 
far as to lift bie hand against her ; but she edered thu 
outrage with joy, for it had long been her earnest deeire 
to be closely united with her Divine Saviour in the out- 
rages which He had borne before dying for her. 

Canrcrd forbade her thereafter giving any money to the 
poor, under any form or pretext whatever; but he per- 
mitted her to distribute bmd. Soon, however, as ahe 
found megne of being too liberal in spite of this reatrio- 
tion, he directed her not to give them bread any longer in 
the loaf, but to eerve it to them only in alicee. Finally 
he forbade her giving any h e  whatever, and left her 
no opportunity for e~~ercising her ardent M t y ,  except in 

1 Such, at lerrt, b a very general tradition, rapported by the naaw 
.which during reverrl centdm hu been given to a rilver coin called 
E I i & h  pfmn*, Elidethan h&, which b rtill found in many 
numbmatic collsctionr. Liebknecht, p. 66 ; Happel, Cmm'o ZI; Jtrrti. 
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the care of the sick and i d r m  ; and, as we have seen, he 
had already ttiken the precaution to forbid her having any 
intercourse with those who were dareat to her, - the 
lepers; and when her compaeeion led her to franegreee 
thie prohibition, he did not hesitate to treat her with great 
severity and harehneaa 

One can imagine the grief of Elizabeth at seeing hefi 
self thue deprived of a liberty which, all through her life, 
had been eo precioue and m neceaaa ry to her ; in wing 
this barrier raised between her tender pity and the wants 
of the unfortunata However, she underetood the new 
duty which had come to take the p h  of all othere ; she 
understood that total abnegation of one's eelf, of which 
ahe had made a vow, must include the abnegation of every- 
thing that might offer the leaat enjoyment, or the leaet 
human consolation; and certainly alme-giving brought 
ineffable consolation to her. She knew how to make the 
sacdce ; ehe knew how to obey without murmuring, and 
she soon acquired great wiedom in that supreme sueno8 
which for the Chrietian is the science of victory.' 

No fatigue, no pain, eeemed too severe to her when 
there waa question of conforming herself to the will of 
him whom she waa accustomed to regard as the represen- 
tative to her of the Divine Will. No distance seemed 
too long for her to go in order to reach him without delay 
the moment he summoned her; and yet he adopted 
towards her none of those civilities which one would be- 
lieve were demanded by her sex, her young age, and her 
rank ; he endeavored rather to make the way of ealvation 
for her rugged and thorny, that she might appear before 
her Judge adorned with greater merit. This the saintly 
man did," says a French writer, " to conquer her will, so 
that she might consecrate all her love to Qod, and forget 
her former greatness. And in all thinga ehe waa quick to 

1 Vir obedienr loquetur victoriun. - Prov. xxi, 88. 
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obep and strong in suffering ; and m she poseeaeed her 
soul in patience, and her victory waa ennobled by her 
obedience." 1 

This obedience was aa prompt ae i t  was complete, and 
extended to things of the least importance aa well ae to 
the gravest pmapt9. One drry, as she waa on her way to 
vieit a hermit who lived in the vicinity of Marburg, 
Maatar Conrad sent a mesesge to her to come b k  im- 
mediately; she returned at once, and said smilingly to 
the messenger, "If we are wise, we shall imitate the 
mail, who, when it rains, withdraw .into its shell ; let ua 
obey then, and retrace our steps." She did not conceal 
the fear which her director impired in her, not of himself, 
but aa the vicar of Qod near her. "If I so fear a mortal 
man," she said to her companions, "how much more ought 
we not to tremble before God, who ia the Lord and Judge 
of all men 1 " This fear, however, waa wholly spiritual, 
for she had mrrendered her will into the hands of Conrad, 
principally because he wae poor and destitute of all human 
greatness, aa she wished to be heraelL '' I have 
she remarked, "the life of the poor sietera, because it is 
the most deepised of all; had I known one more eo, I 
should have selected it. I might have made a vow of 
obedienoe to a bishop, or to a rich abbot; but I preferred 
Muter Conrad, for he has nothiug, he is but a beggar, and 
so I have no reeourcea whatever in this lifa" 

Whilst the Supreme Judge was weighing in Hie eter- 
nal hlance thie severity of His minister, and the invinci- 
ble patience of Hia humble spouse, impious men found in 
these relations food for their malignity, and prepared for 
poor Elizabeth the opportunity of adding still another 
eacrifice to those she already had to offer to her Divine 
Spouae. After having decried her as a prodigal and a fool, 
and having loudly proclaimed that she had lost her mind, 

1 Jean Lefbrre. 
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these evil-minded men endeavored to tarnish her good name 
by infamous euepicions, and insolent suggestions aa to her 
relation8 with Maater Conrad. It waa openly said that 
this priest had seduced the widow of the Duke Louis, and 
that he had brought her with him to hie own country to 
share her richee there with her. The youth of the Duchess, 
who sa we have seen was only twenty-two yeare of age 
when she retired to Marburg, was calculated to give the 
shadow of pretext to these calumnies They appeared 
sufllciently serious to the faithful protector of Elizabeth, 
Sir Rudolph of Varila, to cause him to go and see her. 

The trusty and prudent knight went to Marburg, and 
approaching her with great respect, mid, "May I speak 
openly with you, madam, without sacrificing your respect 1" 
Elizabeth humbly replied that she wished to hear all that 
he had to say. " I beg my dear lady then," he mid, a to 
be careful of her good name, for her familiarity with 
Master Conrad has given riee, among ignorant and low- 
minded people, to evil opinions and to compromising talk." 

Elizabeth, raising her eyes to heaven, without any visi- 
ble expreseion of trouble in her countenance, replied: 
" Blessed in all things be our most sweet and holy Lord 
Jesus Christ, my only friend, Who deigns to receive from 
my hands this little offering ; for love of Him, and to give 
myself to Him as His servant, I have renounced the nobil- 
ity of my birth ; I have despised my riches and my posses- 
sions; I have sacrificed the beauty of my youth; I have 
renounced my father, my country, my children, all the 
consolations of life; I have embraced absolute poverty. 
I had retained but one precious possession, my honor and 
my reputation aa a woman. But now He asks that also 
of me, as I learn, and I give it to Him with all my heart, 
since He ia pleased to accept, as a special sacrifice, that of 
my good name, and to render me pleasing in His sight by 
that ignominy. I consent to live henceforth only as a 
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diehonored woman. But 0 my dear Saviour l My poor 
children, who are yet innocent, deign to preserve them 
from any ehame which might fall upon them because of 
ma" Anxious, however, to reassure her old and devoted 
friend, she added, As for you, at least, Sir Knight, you 
will entertain no suspicion of ma" And she permitted 
him to know the severe character of the penitential life 
which ehe was leading under the direction of Conrad. 

In the meantime the latter continued to exercise over 
her the unlimited authority which she had conceded him. 
He strove to oruah and bruise her heart sti l l  more, to u p  
root every earthly affection, every human interest, that 
the love and the thought of God might take paseasion 
and dominate it completely. Of all the enjoymanta of 
her paet life Elizabeth had retained only the aweet and 
ancient custom of living with the friends of her youth, 
who had shared with her the dignities of her life as eover- 
eign, in the capacity of maids of honor; who had eaten 
with her the bread of misery, at the time of her expuleion 
from Wartburg ; and who &ally, inseperrrble and faithful 
oompanione, had been sseociated with her in all her vol- 
untary privations of the religious life, in all her works of 
mercy, and in her penances and practices of piety. Un- 
known perhap to her, the relations of tender and intimate 
aympathy which existed between Elizabeth and these 
faithful friends had been the means of mitigating for her 
much of the bitterness, and of lightening oftentima the 
weight of so many morbificatione and trials; and thia 
young heart, which we have seen alwaya oonsumed with 
love, and, as it were, inundated with a chariv ever ready 
to o v d o w  upon all mankind, must bave yielded iW 
without reeerve to thie sweet and pioue consolation There 
could be no intimacy more perfect or more affectionate 
than that which existed between the Princess and her 
mmpanions, as revealed in every line of their recitsta con- 
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cerning her? It was thh last eweet link that Comd 
resolved to break, fearing their conversations might awaken 
in the heart of the Duchese regretful m e m o r i ~  of her 
past greatness . He had already dismissed, one after 
another, all the persons of her former household who had 
remained with her, and it had been impossible for her to 
witness ,their departure without expressing the liveliest 
sorrow. Then he came to these sweet friends of hers. It 
waa Ysentrude's turn first, she whom Elizabeth loved beat, 
and from whom she concealed nothing ; to whom she had 
revealed the m r e t  thoughts of her soul, both before and 
after her retirement from the world. " She was obliged, 
however, to eee me driven away," relates this faithful friend, 
" Ysentrude, whom she loved above all the others ; and 
she could not permil me to depart without great anguish 
of heart and many tears." Guta, who had been the com- 
panion of her infancy from the time that she was five 
yeara old, and had never since left her, and whom she 
likewise loved moat tenderly, was sent away last, amid 
the team and sobs of poor EUbeth.  A pious .historian, 
whom we take pleasure in quoting, says of this occurrence, 
" I t  seemed to her that her heart waa broken, and the 
docile servant of Gtod never wholly recovered from thie 
sorrow to the hour of her death. Every faithful heart 
mill comprellend this, for surely there is no greater pain 
in the world than that of two faithful h e a d  which are 
torn from one another. 0 dear Saint Elizabeth l I recall 
to your memory this separation, and in the name of the 

1 In the depodtionr whlch they were called upon to make before 
the judger commiaaioned. by the Pope to ersmlne into the ranctity of 
Elizabeth. Thir ir the moat authentic, u well u the moot coplour 
rowce, from which we ue enabled to draw o w  information, following 
the example of Theododc and a11 the other hiatoriana of the Saint. 

3 Et tandem me Ymntmdem, el pmdilectam, ab ipes expulit, quae 
cum malto cordh graruuhe et in&litir lrcrpmir me dimbit. 
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me1 m w ' w h i c h  you euffered then with your dearest 
friends, obtain for me the grace to understand the m n g  
that I have done in so o h  separating mysalf from my 
G)odbyeinI"' 

The victim, left thus alone with the G)od fo Whom ehe 
had c o n s e d  herself, wee not permitted to have even 
the .consolation of this solitude undisturbed. Conrad re- 
p M  her dear cornpions with two women of a very 
different kind. One wee a young woman of humble birth, 
devout enough, named Elizabeth like the Duchess herself, 
but exceedingly rough and common, and m horribly ugly 
that she wss a tmor  to the childrea The other was a 
widow, aged, deaf, of a sour and peevish temperament, 
alwaya discontented and ill-na- Elizabeth reeigned 
herself, for the love of Christ, with peirfect submiasion to 
these painful changes in her daily life; and always die- 
truatful of herself, strove to advance in humility by her 
relations with the coarse peaeant, and in patience by sub- 
mitting to the abuse of the irritable old woman. She was 
constantly tried, and subjected to ill-treatment from both 
of them. Inatead of offering to relieve her when she took 
upon herself, through a epirit of penance, the domeatio 
cam and work which it wae their duty to perform, they 
left her, on the con-, to do the hardeet work, such 
ae sweeping the h o w ;  and when, while watching the 
kitahen fire, the Princess, absorbed in her religious contem- 
plations, neglected the scanty dishes that were cooking, 
and her aervanta mel t  them burning, they did not hesi- 
tate to reprimand her eharply, and reproached her for 
not knowing even how to make a eoup; and yet, se the 
biographer whom we have before quoted mpa, " ehe never 
in her life had learned to cook." These same women 
denounced her unmercifully to Conrad whenever she 
beatowed any alms contrary to hie prohibition, which her 
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compasaionate heart found it eo wul to eubmit to, and 
in this way they drew upon her severe corntion from 
her director. But nothing could make her unfaithful for 
an inetant, even by the slightat manifatation of impa- 
tience, to the inviolable vow of submbsion which she had 
made to him who waa intrusted, as i t  eeemed to her, with 
the care of l e a d 4  her quickly and safely to her eternal 
home. Her d d v  waa eo scrupulou~ that when her 
old and intimate frienda came to eee her she did not dare 
to offer them any refreehment, or even to greet them, 
without having asked Conrad'e permission. 

A last eevere trial was yet in store for thia eoul, ao full 
of tenderneae, and at the same time ao austere in dealing 
with her own affections; it waa to be for her a final 
triumph. We have seen how ehe had eepenrted herself 
from her children, whom she loved with an intensity 
which divine love alone could overcome. It seema that 
this separation had not been complete or absolute, thrrt 
the voice of the maternal heart had made iW heard; 
that if she did not keep one of her daughters with her, or 
perhap her eon, aa we might infer from certain expras- 
sione of her biopphera, she a t  lerrst had one of theae 
dear children come often to her, that in seeing and cams- 
ing him, and impreeeing many kisses upon his innocent 
forehead, she might satisfy the cravinga of maternal love. 
But she eoon discovered that there waa no longer room in 
her heart for two lovea, that she could not with impunity 
divide it between God and any creature whatever. She 
saw that these mesaee and kiesea which ehe lavished 
upon her offspring prevented her from giving herself with 
her accustomed assiduity to prayer; she feared lest she 
might give too much love to any other being than God; 
and whether a t  the instigation of Master Conrad, or of 
her own motion, ehe put away from her forever this lest 
veetige of earthly happiness, 
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So many supernatural victories of that divine gram 
which Elipsbeth reoognieed as her one absolute sovereign 
could not long remain unknown; it was not in heaven 
alone that an ineffable rewed awaited her. Men them- 
selves began at length to render homage to thie heroine 
of faith and charity, and to recompense thoae ohildren, 
forsaken for the love of God, by beetowing upon them the 
affectionate veneration which an age of faith d d  not 
refuse to the offspring of a esint. I t  was but a few yema 
after, that at a plenary court held at Saumur by King 
Louis IX of France, them appeared a young Gterman 
prince aged eighteen ; he served at the same time as the 
Counta of Saint-Pol and Boulogne at the table of the 
Queen, the Queen of France, who at al l  times was for 
the knighta of the Middle Agea the type of beauty and 
womanly nobility ; and that queen was then Blanche of 
Castile. The court attendants would point him out with 
admiration as the aon of St. Elizabeth of Thuringia, and 
then tell how Queen Blanche often embraced him with 
great devotion, seeking, as it were, on his young forehead 
tracee of the kiesee which his mother had once imprinted 
there. Thue it was that the mother of a saint rendered 
homage to the eon of a Baint. In that loving, devout kies 
may we not picture the meeting of two mule who have 
indeed,for all etemity,met before God,-the tender, fervent 
and pure mula of St. Louis of Zkmw and St. Elizabeth of 
H'l43f'Y 1 
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THE Lorn SHOWS FOBTH HIS POWEB m MEBCY 
THROUGH THE INTERCESSION OF D ~ a a  ST. EL=- 
BETH; TEE WONDEBFUL EFFICACY OF EEB -YEW 

THE time wns appmchhg when Elizabeth was to receive, 
in the bosom of her God, the eternal reward of the triale 
of her ehort life; but before calling her to Himeelf, to 
participate in Hie glory, it pleased the Almighty to 
eurround her, while yet on earth, with a halo of celestial 
glory, to invest her, in the eyea of men who had persecuted 
and calumniated her, with a power emanating from His 
own, and to bestow upon thia feeble woman, who had m 
completely conquered in herself our fallen nature, a sup- 
natural strength to overcome and banish from among her 
fellow creatures all the miseries which follow in the path 
of sin. 

I t  will no longer be only by her deep compaeeion, her 
affectionate sympathy, her boundless generosity, her toil- 
some labors and devotedness that we ehall sea her reliev- 
ing the mieeriea of the unfortunate and bearing her part 
in all their burdem ; that divine charity which overcometh 
all things, and which had become her very life, will often 
receive from on high euch expansion and power that a 
single word, a single prayer escaping from her lips, will 
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dissipte and dispel forever the sufferings which before 
ehe wuld only share and alleviate. Henceforth when 
devotion or charity leads her forth from her humble home, 
it +ill no longer be her own compassion alone that we 
ehall have to admire, but oftentimes all that merciful 
power which the Lord is pleased to delegate to the muls 
of Hie choice ; and the new blessings which we shall thus 
see her scattering in her path, the moat touching details 
of which have been carefully treasured in the memory 
of the Christian people, will be for us a 6nal and a most 
glorious proof of her sanctity. 

No day paaeed without her twice visiting her poor in- 
valids at the hospital, and bringing with her the eupplies 
and food which she had provided for them. One monhg, 
at the entrance of thb hospital, she saw lying at the 
threshold of the door a mippled and deformed young boy, 
stretched out motionless ; he was a deaf mute child, whose 
members had bean twisted and oontorted by a cruel 
malady, m that he could only drag himself dong on hie 
hands and feet like an animal. His mother, who wae 
ashamed of him, had brought him to this place and left 
him there, hopiug that the good Duchess would have pity 
on him. h d  indeed the moment she perceived him, ahe 
gazed at him with an anxioue look, and felt herself pierced 
with sorrow. Bending over him she eaid, " Tell me, dear 
child, where are your pwmta 1 Who brought you here 1 " 
But ae the child did not seem to understand her, ahe 
repes,ted the question in a sweet voice, careeeing him and 
saying to him, '' What 'a the matter with you ; won't you 
speak to me 1 * The child looked at her, but made no reply. 
Elizabeth, not knowing that he was mute, imagined that 
he was peed with an evil spirit, and feeling her pity 
intensified, she eaid to him in a loud voice, " In the name 
of the Lord I command you, both you and him that ie in 
you, to anawer and tell me where you come from 1 " The 
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child immediately stood up straight before her, hie speech 
waa suddenly reetored to him, and he said, " My mother 
brought me here." He then told her that he had never 
spoken nor heard until that moment, that he wee born as 
she saw him, crippled and helpless in his whole body. 
" But see," he exclaimed, extending hie members one after 
the other, " see, Gtod hrre given me the power of motion, of 
speech and hearing. I speak womb that I have never 
learned or heard from any one." dnd he began to cxy 
andtothankGod. u I d i d n o t k n o w ~ a a i d  he; "all 
my senees were dead. I did not know what a man waa 
Now, for the firat time, I fed that I am no longer like s 
bmte ; I can now apeak of Clod. Blessed be that question 
from your lips that obtained for me from C)od the grace 
not to die aa I have lived till now I "  At theee worde, 
which portrayed in so touching a manner the h t  emotions 
of s soul in which one all-powerful word had awakened 
thoughta of Gtod and of itself, Elizabeth rwopbd that 
God had wrought s miracle through her inkwemion ; but 
troubled and t e d e d  at the thought of her being the 
medium of this divine interposition, she fell at once upon 
her knees and mingled her tears in abundance with those 
of the child whom she had saved. After haying thanked 
God with him for tbie favor, she said to him : Return 
now quickly to your parenta, and do not tell what has 
happened; eepecially do not apeak of me to any one; 
simply say that God has relieved you; and guard youreell 
well, night and day, againet all mortal sin; for otherwise 
your malady may come upon you again. Never foxget 
what you have heretofore suffered, and pray for me always, 
as I shall pray for you." She hurried away, as if to eacape 
from thie unexpected glory; but at that moment the 
ohild's mother made her appearance, and astxmiahed at 
seeing him standing up and speaking, she exclaimed, 

Who gave you the power of speech 1 " To which the 
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child replied, "A sweet lady in a gray dress commanded 
me in the name of Jeaus Chri~t to speak to her, and I 
found I was able to answer her." The mother ran in 
the direction that Elizabeth had taken, and cabhing sight 
of her as she disappeared in the distance, r e a p b e d  who 
ehe was ; and she proclaimed the mireole everywhere. 
Thus, in spite of Elizabeth's humility, reporta of the 

power which God had conferred upon her spread far and 
wide, and drew to her the supplications of the unfortunate 
and the afllicted. Her invincible compassion would never 
permit her to refuse sesistance to those who invoked her ; 
nor did ehe ever, in the midst of the wonderful pea 
which the Almighty poured out through her hands, forget 
for a moment that profound and fervent humility which 
above all things rendered her ~greesble in His eight. One 
day a sick man came to ask her to cure him in the name 
of the dear A p t l e  St. John, for whom, as we have seen, 
she had a epecial devotion. Aftar she had prayed for him 
he felt himeelf cured, and immediately threw himself upon 
his knees before her to thank her; but ehe at once knelt 
b i d e  him, and thanked C3od for having heard the preyen, 
of His dear Apostle St. John. And yet, saye the writer 
from whom we have drawn this account, it was her prayen, 
that Gtod heard, as well 'as those of St. John. 

On another occasion a poor cripple, who had the use of 
neither hands nor feet, cried out to her, 0 brilliant sun, 
resplendent among all women I I am from Reinlmtsbrunn, 
where thy husband reposes ; for the love of his soul, oome 
to my help and heal ma" At the name of her husband, 
moved by the memory of his meet and holy love, she 
stopped and gazed with infinite tendernme on him who had 
thus appealed to her; and at that moment, by that look 
alone, the cripple found himself healed. She at once re- 
turned thanks to her Lord. 

Some time aftefwarde, as she was on her way to the 
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convent of Bldenburg, a poor man called out a t  s dietan- 
and a i d  to her, "For twelve yeare I have been poeeeseed 
with an evil apirit ; let me touch the hem of thy garment, 
and he will be compelled to leave ma" Turning quickly, 
ahe went and knelt by hia aide in the middle of the mad, 
and embracing him ahe bleaaed him in the name of Jeaua 
Chriat ; and the afEicted man immediately found himaelf 
delivered. 

She waa one day visiting, at about midday, the church 
which ahe had built for her hoepitel It waa the hour 
which ahe hemelf preferred for going there, aa at that time 
all the faithful were away, engaged at their noonday meal, 
and ahe could consequently attend to her devotions with- 
out interruption1 She eaw there a blind man all alone, 
groping hia way about the church; his eyea were open like 
other peopleJa, but the pupils ware dull and aightleaa She 
went to him at  once and aaked him what he waa doing 
there all alone, and why he waa wandering about the 
c h d  in that way. He replied, "I wanted to find that 
dear lady who cowlea poor people, to ask her to give me 
eome a h  in the name of God; but T came into th ia  
church first to ray my prayers, and I am making the round 
of the church to find out how large it ia, for I have the 
misfortune of not being able to see it with my eyea" 

Would you like to see thia church 1 " said the compaaaion- 
ate Elizabeth. "If God willed it, I ahould love very 
much to aee it, but I have been blind from my birth; I 
have never aeen the light of the sun; I have become W a  ' 
prisoner." Then he began to rehearae all hie troublea " I 
would have been glad to be able to work, like others," he 
said, " for I am of no uae to any one, nor to myself; the 
ahorteat horn  aeem to me very long; when I am with 
other men who can see, I cannot help committing the &I 

1 Aa ir known, it L rtill the clutorn in Ihly lrnd Belglum, and in 
p d  of C h n m y l  to clore the church from noon to three o'clock 
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of envy ; if I am all alone, I weep over my misfortune; for 
I cannot pray all the time, and even when I am praying I 
cannot help thinking about it con~tantly!~ "It ie for 
your own good," replied Elizabeth, ti that God sent you this 
diot ion ; you might perhaps have been led into exceeeea ; 
you would have sinned more than you do now." " 0 no 1 " 
replied the blind man, "I should have guarded against 
sin; I should have given myaelf up to a life of hard work, 
and I should not have had the ead thoughte which I have 
now." Ekbeth, overcome with pity, then said to him, 

R a y  G)od to let you see the light, and I will pray to Him 
with yon." At these worde the blind man suddenly real- 
ieed that it wae the saintly Ducheaa Elizabeth who was 
speaking to him, and falling on his face before her, he 
cried out, "Ah l noble and compaeaionete lady, have pity 
onmel" But eheurged him again to pray to God with 
perfect wddence, and kneeling herself at a little distance, 
she began to pray fervently. Instantly the blind man 
received his sight, and eyes of celestial beauty a p p d  in 
the orbite that before were hollow and sightlea. He 
rose, looked m u n d  him, and hastened to- Elizabeth. 
"Madam,"hesaid,uGtodbe praised; Hie grace has been 
propitious to me; I can see olearly and perfeotly; y6ur 
words have come trua" But the pious Princese, who el- 
w a y  united with her charity the prudent eolicitude of 8 
mother, replied, Now that your sight haa been given you, 
let your aim be to sene God and, to avoid sin ; be an in- 
dustrious and upright man, humble and faithful in all 
thillga." 

The prayers of thie humble servant of the Lord, eo 
powerful in obtaining from Him relief for the ills of the 
body, were not less eo in securing the salvation of mula. 
Madam Gterffude de hinbach, wife of 8 noble knight 

of the v i d t y ,  came one day to viait the Duchess, bring- 
ing with her her eon Berthold, a young man of about twelve 

24 
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or fourteen, who waa m@cently attired, and memed 
greatly pleased with the beauty and elegance of his 
d o h .  Elhbeth, after conversing for some time with 
his mother, turned to him and said, My dear child, you 
appear to me to dreae in much too worldly and ~umptuoua 
a manner; you think too much of serving the world. 
Why do you not think rather of serving your Creator l 
You would find yourself better, both in soul and body, by 
doing so. Tell me, dear child, do you believe that your 
Lord and mine wore such clothea when He came in all 
humility to ehed Hie blood for us 1" The young man 
replied, "0 madam, I beg you to prsy for me, that the 
Lord may grant me the grace to serve Him I * Do you 
really wiAh me to pray for you 1 " ehe said Pee, cer- 
tainly!' " Then you must prepare youraelf to m i v e  the 
grace which you deeire, and I will most willingly pray 
for you Let us go to the church and aak for it, both of 
ua" He followed her at once to the church, and prostrated 
himself before the altar, hie mother with him, a t  a little 
distance from where Elizabeth herself knelt to pray. 
After they had been engaged in prayer for some time, the 
young man cried out in a loud voice, " 0 dear lady, cease 
your prayers ! " But Elizabeth nevertheless continued to 
pray with fervor. Berthold then began to cry out still 
louder, " Cease, madam, your prayere. I cannot endure it 
any longer, my whole body is on fia" In fact an intense 
heat penetrated him, and his whole body seemed to be in 
a glow. His mother and two attendants of the Duchess 
running to him, on hearing his cries, found that his clothes 
were saturated with perspiration, and hie akin so hot that 
they could scarcely touch iL However, Elizabeth con- 
tinued her prayers without interruption, until finally the 
young man in despair called out to her, "In the name of 
the Lord, I beg of yon not to pray any mom I am con- 
sumed with an inbrior flre, and feel as though my heart 

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



were breaking within ma" Then she ceaeed her prayers, 
and Berthold gradually regained hia composure; but the 
he of divine love, which Elizabeth's ardent charity had 
caused to descend into hie young heart, wee never extin- 
guished, and ehortly afterwsrde he entered the Order of 
St. Francis. 

S i m i h  examples drew to Elizabeth a great number of 
oiufeing mb, who tm@xt the powerful mediation of her 
prayem. She lietaned to their requeete in a spirit of 
devout humility, and many, like young Berthold, obtained 
through her intercessions the light and peam which they 
deeired, and embraced the religious lifa Thie meet and 
beneficant influence extended beyond the bourn of this 
life. This ef8cacious help was implored by the mule who 
had not yet expiated al l  their faulta One night she saw 
in s dream her mother, Queen G e r t ~ d e ,  who several yeam 
before had been basely awasshted. She came and knelt 
by her, and mid, a My dear daughter, beloved of Qod, I 
beseech you to pray for me, for I have yst to expiate the 
errora of my lifa Remember the pain which I euffered in 
bringing you into the world, and have pity on my preaent 
sufferings ; ask God to abridge them, and to have regard 
to the ignominious death which I suffered, although inno- 
cant, rhther than to my sins. You can if you will, for you 
are full of grace in Hie eyea" Elizabeth awoke in team, 
mse from her bed, and betook herself at once to prayer; 
after praying fervently tor the soul of her mother, she 
again retired and fell asleep Her mother again appeared 
to her, and said, Blessed be the day and the hour that 
I brought you into the world ; your prayer haa obtained 
my daliverence; to-morrow I shall enter into eternal 
happiness. But pray always for those whom you love, for 
Gtod will comfort all who invoke you in their aufferhga" 
Elimbeth again awoke, her heart med with joy became 
of the vision, and shed teare of gratitude; then, being 
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fatigued, ahe fell into a aleeep so heavy that ahe did not 
hear the belle for Matine of the Broth- Minor, to which 
ahe waa aocnetomed to go, and did not wake till the hour 
of Prime. She went at once to confw her slothfulness, 
and requested her director to impose a penance upon 
her far it. 

Thia voice, ao earnest and ao powerful in obtaining 
divine mercy, waa aometimea equally so in eecluring jus- 
tics. On one of her ~cumiona Elizabeth, who was right- 
fully called the nurse of the people, found a poor woman 
in labor. She immediately had her taken to the hospital, 
and aaw that every possible care was bestowed upon her. 
She wiAhed to become godmother to the child which thia 
woman brought into the world, and gave it her own sweet 
name of Elizabeth. She went every day to viait the 
mother, comforted her, and brought all aorta of aeaistance 
to her. Aftm thus nursing her for a month, until ahe 
had entirely recovered, ahe supplied the poor woman with 
provieiona and gave her twelve Cologne deniers, a cloak, 
and shoes and atockinga, which she took from her own 
feet for that purpoae; wrapping the little infant in fur, 
which she took from the cloak of one of her companions 
But thia unnatural mother, inetead of being touched by 
the generoua treatment she had received, thought only of 
how ahe might aecure its continuation, and after having 
bid good-by to the Duchess in the evening, left early in 
the morning with her hueband, abandoning her child. In 
the meantime Elizabeth, to whom the thought of her dear 
poor waa ever present, eaid to one of her attendants aa 
ahe entered the church, before Matine, "I have a little 
money in my purse, which will be a help to that poor 
mother and her child ; go and give it to her!' 

But the attendant returned and told her that the 
woman had gone, leaving the child. " Run quickly and 
get it and bring it to me," eaid the good Elizabeth, leat 
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it be neglwted." The eentiment of justice now made 
itaelf felt in this heart so fall of pity ; she eent for the 
munioipl magistmte, and direoted him to send addiere 
out on the various roads in quest of the mother. !Chq 
returned without hding her. Elizabeth then had r e  
course to prayer, and one of her attandanta, who dreaded 
the severity of Master Conrad should he hear of what 
had taken place, suggested to her mistress that she should 
ask Qod to grant that the ungrateful mother might be 
dimered. She replied, I can only ask of G)od that 
Hie will be dona" Shortly afterwards the husbtand and 
wife appeared, threw themeelves at the feet of the Ducheea, 
and saked pardon for their fault; they declared at the 
eame time that they had felt themselves stopped on their 
way by an invisible force, which absolutely prevented 
their going farther, and compelled them to turn back. 
No one doubted that this was the effect of the prayem 
of the Duchesa They took from the unworthy mother all 
that had been given her, to distribute among other more 
deserving poor people ; but Elizabeth, in whose heart pity 
had quickly regained ite sway, saw to it that other ahoee 
and garments were given her. 

In the midet, however, of so many remarkable proofs of 
her power before God, her extreme humility sometimes 
took on the appearance of a sort of distrust of the divine 
m e w  At times she experienced those momenta of dia- 
couragement and interior darlmeea in which souls, the 
most advanced in Christian perfection, succumb beneath 
the weight of their mortal life ; and then her heart, al- 
ways consumed with love, dared to doubt whether she 
would find in Gtod a love proportional to that whioh she 
had concentrated wholly and entirely in Him. Her fop 
mer wnfeasor, Father Rodinger of Wurteburg, having 
come to visit her, ehe went to walk with him on the 
b k s  of the Lahn, aocompanied by three attendants In 
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her intimate conversatione with this old friend, who 
doubtlese inspired her with lea fear than Conred, she mid 
to him, There is one thing that tormenta me more than 
all else, Reverend Father, and that is, I doubt sometimes 
the affwtion of my Creator for me; not but that He is 
infinitely good and always prodigal of His love, but be- 
cause of my many defecta which must render me very 
diepleasing, although I am inflamed with love for Him." 

There ie nothing to fear," the Father replied, " for the 
divine goodnus is so great that it is imposeible to doubt 
that God loves those who love Him inflaitely more than 
He ie loved by them." " How then ie it," Elhbe th  asked, 

that He permits sadnem and languor of soul to separate 
me for one moment from Him to whom I long to be united 
always 1" The religious answered her that that was the 
mark of an elect soul rather than of one abandoned, and 
a certain means of strengthening love ; and pointing out 
a beautiful tree which etood on the opposite bank of the 
river, he told her it was more likely that it would of ita 
own motion croee over to the side on which they were 
walking than that God in His love should be outdone by 
any of His creatures. He had hardly uttered thew words 
when the astonished attendants beheld the tree of which 
he had spoken moss the river and change ita position 
from one side to the other. At thie wonderful sign of 
divine love, Elizabeth recognized the power and eternal 
truth of Him who said to hie dieciplea : If you h d  faith 
Eikc to a grain qf mudard scsd, you my& say lo th& mul- 
berry trcc : Be t h  TOOM up, and & thou transplanted into 
th6 sea, and it mid obey you. And she immediately 
threw herself at the feet of Father Rodinger, to confw 
her sin of dietrust, and to obtain pardon therefor. 

To give to prayer the invincible power which, as we have 
thus seen, hem possead, Elizabeth had found no better 
meam than the constant practice of this supreme virtue ; 
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and in spite of her many and fatiguing works of mercy, 
which were quite sdc ien t  to occupy all her time, she 
gave long hours to meditation and prayer. She possessed 
the happy faculty of uniting the active with the contem- 
plative life. After having, like Martha, provided with 
laborious solicitude for the wante of Jesus Chriat in the 
person of Hie poor, she came, like Mary, to seat herself 
at the feet of' her Lord, that she might lose herself there 
in the contemplation of His graces and His mercy. " I 
swear before God: wrote her severe confeseor to the 
Sovereign Pontiff, "that I have rarely seen a woman so 
contemplativa" She would often remain for several hours 
continuously at prayer, her eyes, her hands, and her heart 
raised to heaven. She often epent a part of the night in 
churoh, despite the prohibition of Conrad, who did not wieb 
her to deprive herself of necessary rest. A8 she did not 
always h d  herself sufficiently alone or free in the churches 
of Marburg, she loved to go and say hem prayers in the 
fields, under the roof of heaven, in the midst of that nature 
whose every feature reminded her of the grandnees and 
the goodness of her Creator. There ie a tradition that 
when it rained, whilat ehe waa thus praying in the open 
air, the water fe l l  all around, but not upon hec' Her 
favorite resort on these pious excursions was near' a 
beautiful fountain situated in a cluster of treea at the foot 
of a steep mountain, a short dietance from the village of 
Soheck, two leagues from Marburg. As the road l ad -  
ing thereto waa steep and dangerous, she had a paved 
highway built, and erected a little chapel near this pure 
spring. This rural solitude eoon received, the name of 
Elkbth's  Pol~ntain, which it still beam to this day? 

Tmlition recomb the ume m W e  of St. Peter of Alcrstur. 
s The rite ir one of the moat charming fn this beautiful cormtry. 

The rill.ge of Elohroe& ir rtifi Catholic, haring belonged to the 
Archbirhopric of Menu until the year 1808. The fount.fn ir still in 
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The worst weather did not prevent her from visiting this 
cherished retreat. She prayed o o ~ t l y  on the way, but 
during the whole trip from Marburg to the fountain ehe 
recited only one Our Gather, so full was her prayer of 
reflection and meditation1 She assisted with devotion 
and exemplary diligence at all the divine 0 5 ~ s  ; ehe had 
an affectionate. veneration for the Saints of (3od; she 
listened with devout interest to the reading of their liveg, 
and reverenced their relics with tender respect, keeping 
lighted caudlee and burning incenae comtantly before 
them. Bfter her espedly  beloved St. John the Evan- 
gelist, ahe had a peculiar affection for St. Mary Magdden. 
The Blessed Virgin was naturally the objeot of her fer- 
vent veneration ; she always had with her four image8 of 
the Queen of Heaven, which she kept till her death, and 
which ahe bequeathed to her eldest daughtm Sophia3 

extrtence; but in p b  of Ehbe th ' r  chapel, them L r art of c l d c  
temple, of the Doric a d  Ionic order, built in 1698 by r Protertmt 
h d g r a v e ,  with a v e q  long and moot ridicnlow inrcllption in ckrric 
rtyle. I t  commenceo thor : - 

Si ator, qab sum, quidn portem qua& ? 
FOM aam dirn Elt.b& . . . 

Ad ma vaalt mpior 
Daoque, mtnma at mihi gnta, ate. 

- 1 Jwti, p. 289. He addr that in the country about Muburg the 
p e m t r  r e d l  tlL f.ct u m example to their children who #tamer 
while reciting their prryen. 

Wadding, Ann., XI, % J u t e  Lipre, Diua Vi'po Hdl.nrir. 
Sophia, dtarwudr Ducheu of Brabmt, carried them four imrgea 
with her to Belgium ; one of them w u  pl.ced at  Vilrorde, m d  becrrme 
wbbrrted for itr mincler under the name of Ckr Lady of ~~; 
a recond at h v e w d e ;  the third with the Cmnelitea at  Hurlem; 
m d  the fourth in the beautiful Gothic chwch of W e ,  neu Brrumla, 
whem it ir rtill b d a y  the object of public veneration and of mmy 
pilgrimager. J u t e  Live, who WM, M fr well h o r n ,  one of the moot 
illwtrioor rcholvr of the ohteenth century, did not disdain to con- 
m t e  a ape~ckl work to the hirtory of W image+ under the title of 
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And yet she wae far from attaching a too p a t  impolc 
tanw to these eymbole of exterior devotion, and under- 
etood perfedy how to distinguish the purely material 
value to be found in them from the pure and spiritual 
sentiment which faith aadgm them. Thus having gone 
one day to vieit a convent of monke, the religioue, num- 
bering about twenty-four, were gathered around her, and 
were pointing out with some degree of satisfadion the 
richly gilded eculptum with which their churoh waa 
ornamented, when she said to them, la Rsrrlly you would 
have done better to use the money which thia has o a t  you 
in clothing and maintaining youmelvea rather than in 
decomting these walls; for you ought to carry all this' 
sculpture in your hearta" She was not less severe upon 
herself; for one day when some one wae hunting the 
beauty of an image, urging her to buy it, she said, "I 
have no need of suoh an image, for I carry it in my heart." 
It wae the same spirit that dominated the soul of one of 
her most illustrious contemporaries, though of a very dif- 
ferent ohamtm from hem, Simon, Count of Montfort, of 
whom St. Louis related with admiration to Joinville that 
when they came and told him l1 that he ahould come and 
Bee the body of our Lord, which had become flesh and 
blood in the hands of the prieat, at which they were 
p t l y  a m d ,  the Count eaid to them, ' Gto you and eee, 
who doubt. Be for me, I believe perfmtly and without 
doubt. . . . And because of my belief I hope to have a 
crown in heaven greater than that of the angels, for they 
BW face to face, and therefore must believan " 

The image of God was indeed too deeply graven on the 

Diw Virgo H d d ;  and to it he bequeathed hia pen when he lud 
ceued Giting. 

1 Dict. IV Anaill. a081. Thir reply obtdned for otu Wt the 
q d o m b l e  honor of being dted with pnLe by Luther in htr Ti ,  
ddm. 
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heart of Elizabeth, too perpetually pregent to her love, for 
her to need those helps which the Church, with generoue 
c o m ~ i o n ,  offers to ofilinary soula. Dwelling constantly 
in the presence of God, and ravished by the contemplation 
of His august mysteries, she loet sight of the imperfect 
figures, which human haghation could offer her, of the 
objecta of her faith. 

The nearer she approached the end of her brief career on 
earth, the more her prayere were traneformed into eoetasies 
and raptufes, and the more these mappellous intemptione 
of mortal life were prolonged in her, as if to prepare her 
by a sweet transition for her enhance into life eternal. 
Towarda the end, during many hours every day, she thua 
left this world of m o w  and trouble to taste in advance 
the joys of heaven. The number of revelations, visions, 
and supernatural viaitations which she had on these 
occasions wae immenae; and although she endeavored 
generally to keep t h e  immortal favom hidden, she could 
not wholly conceal them from thoee who lived with her; 
her joy and often gratitude betrayed her, and the existentx 
of these inhadous communications was alwaya regrrrded 
as an incontestable fact by her contemporaries. The 
angels of the Lord were the usual mewengem between 
heaven and this elect soul ; they not only gave her informa- 
tion and divine instruction, but came dm to console her 
in all her trials, and even in the transitory accidents of 
her temporal lifa On one occasion, among others, when 
Elizabeth had received into her house a poor sick 
woman and tenderly casled for her, the unfortunate crea- 
ture, having recovered, disappe~red early one morning, tak- 
ing with her all the clothes of her benefactreea, who, having 
nothing else to put on, was obliged to remain in bed. But 
far from being impatient or complaining, she simply eaid, 
*My dear Lord, I thank Thee that Thou haat permitted 
me to become thus like Thyself; for Thou came into the 
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world naked and stripped of everything, and thua Thou 
wast nailed to the Croaa." Immediately, as happened on 
a previous occasion when she had given all her clothea to 
the poor, an angel appeared with a beautiful garment which 
he gave her, saying, a I do not bring you a mown, as I did 
before, for God Himself wishea to mown you eoon in Hie 
glory." 

But Jesus Himeelf a h ,  the Divine Spouse of her soul, 
the Supreme Guide of her life,. often appeared to her, face 
to face, accompanied by a host of eainta He consoled 
her by His sweet words and fortified her by His look. 

At the conclusion of theee heavenly visitations, her face, 
according to the words of the p v e  (Ionred, shone with 
a marvelloue light, a reflection of the Divine splendor that 
had burst upon her, and her beautiful eyes shot forth 
glance8 as brilliant as the rays of the sun. ~ h o &  only who 
were not in mortal ein could look upon her without being 
dazzled. If theee ecstasies were prolonged during several 
hours, ehe drew from them such strength that for a long 
time afterwards she needed no food of any kind. The 
nourishment of the soul which she had received s d c e d  for 
her sustenasca During the reat of the day she lived only 
in Him in Wlzom she had been transformed by love ; she 
had no other words to erpreae the state in which these 
celestial visita left her than those of the aacred text: My 
soul msltcd whm my BEJopUE p k a  to m. 

Bnd thus it was that the prophetio inspiration was ful- 
filled, which led her, while yet a little U d ,  to choose aa 
her patron, friend, and model the blessed even'geliat who 
had received the perogatiw of low, and who whilst 
reposing on the breast of the Saviour read there all the 
ewmta of heaven,' 

1 Hic wt beaffrrimer evmgelhtr  . . . qrri prfrilegio unorir . . . 
m d t  hononri. hte ert J o h e r  qd mprr pectru Domini recnbrrit, 
beater Aportolur, d revehtr runt recreta elmti* -Roman Bmmkty. 
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A divine joy wae diffused over her whole life, her whole 
being ; no tribulation or trial could diehvb the peace and 
eweetness which it brought her. She never appeared 
troubled or irritated ; but her oheerfulnerre, on the contrary, 
inmeaeed under advemitiea. Thorn who saw her doeely 
could never distinguish the expreesim of any pain what  
ever on her faoe; and yet she wept inmeeantly, and the 
gift of holy teare which she had reoeived from her cradle 
had become more and more abundant as she approached 
the do88 of her life. The happier ehe was, the more ehe 
wept; but these tam flowed as it were from a tranquil 
and hidden source, without ever wrinkling her face, or 
marring in the leaet her pure beauty or the eereniv of her 
featuree; they but added another charm; it was the last 
pouring out of a heart to which no words were longer 
aufEcient. Indeed, as .in other daye, the tam of anguiah 
that were f o r d  from her eyes by human love, and by 
amel pernutiom, eo now these teara of supernatural joy 
which ehe permitted to fall into the ohalice of her life 
were gathered, drop by drop, by her Celestial Spouse and 
became the pearle of an etamtrl clown, whioh He had 
prepared for her in heava l  

1 Theodoric ad& that he had many more det.ilr that he might 
relate concalling her, but that the f e u  of being too prolix impowd 
rilence upon htm. 

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



HOW DEAR ST. ELIZABETH, AT THE AGE OB TWENTY- 
FOUB YEABS, WAS INVITED TO THE ETEBNAL 
NUPTIAL 

Jam hiemr h r i i t ,  imber abut et re~~rrit;  rwge arnica me& rpedou 
mer, et ted.  Ved rponu meal et coronabe?Ih - C A ~ .  11111, 18. 

Two years had scarcely elapeed since the humble ELiza- 
beth had, in the habit of St. Fmch ,  clothed herself 
with strength to despise all the joys of life and to advance 
heavenward over a path strewn with so many thorns; 
and the Lord had already found the trial long enough, the 
laborious task which she had imposed upon herself suffi- 
ciently achieved. "He ordained that she who had 
despised an earthly kingdom should poseees a kingdom 
among the angels." Like the Divine Spouse in the can- 
ticle, He came to announce to Hie beloved that the sad 
winter of her life, with all ite storms, had passed over, and 
the morning of an eternal springtime waa about to dawn 
upon her. The year 1231 was drawing to a dm, the year 
in which the Order of St. Fmncb had given to heave~n the 
great St. Anthony of Padua, the glory of Portugal and of 
Italy ;l and the Almighty, eolicitoue to increase yet more 
the army of His Sainta, was about to demand from it an- 
other escrifioe, and to pluck its moat beautiful flower. 
One night, aa Elizabeth waa lying in bed, half asleep, 
while yet her thoughta were given to prayer, our Lord 
appeared to her surrounded by a heavenly light, and in a 

1 He died June 18, U81. 
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most m t  voice said to her, *Come, Elizabeth, my 
betrothed, my tender friend, my well beloved, come with 
me to the tabemu& that I have prepared for you from all 
e t e r n i ~ ;  I myeelf will conduct you them" 88 800x1 BB 

she awoke, filled with joy at the thought of this appmaah- 
ing deliverance, she hastened to make 811 her prepamtione 
for thie happy journey; she made the n w m a y  arrange 
mente for her funeral and interment; she went to assist 
for the. last time all her poor and all her sick ; she blessed 
them all with great joy, and dietributed among them and 
her attendante everything that she had left to giva 
Maetar Conrad was at that very time af3icted with a 
severe illness, from which he suffered excruciating pains. 
He sent for hia docile penitent, and she haetened immedi- 
ately to him, faithful to the end in her mieeion aa Mend 
and comforter of the sick. He received her affectionately, 
and she axpreased great sorrow at finding him euffering 
thua "What wil l  become of you, madam and dear 
daughter," he said, "when I am dead 1 How will you 
regulate your life 1 Who wi l l  be your p r h t o r  against 
the wicked, and who will lead you to Qod 1 " She replied 
at once: "Your question b unnecessary; I shall die 
before you do; believe me, I shall have no need of any 
other protector than you." 

The fourth day after thh interview ehe felt the finst 
symptoms of the illness which was to terminate the pro- 
longed death of her earthly existence, and open the way 
for her to a real and eternal life. She found herself com- 
pelled to go to bed, where for fourteen or fifteen daya she 
lingered, a victim to a violent fever, but always cheerful 
and light-hearted, and constantly wupied with her 
prayere. At the end of that time, one day, as she seemed 
to be sleeping, her face turned towards the wall of her 
chamber, one of her attendante, named like herself E l k -  
beth, who waa seated by the side of her bed, heard what 
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seemed to be a meet and exquisite melody that eecaped 
from the invalid's throat. A moment later the Duchese 
changed her poeition, and turning towards her companion, 
said, "Where are you, my beloved 7 "  "I am here," 
replied the attendant, adding, "Oh 1 madam, how de- 
liciously you sang 1 " " What," replied Elhbeth, " did 
you, too, hear something 1 " Being answered in the a h n -  
ative, ahe continued : "I will tell you ; a charming little 
bird came and p l a d  himeelf between me and the wall, 
and there he sang to me for a long time in such eoft and 
meet notes, and my heart and soul were eo rejoiced, that 
I could not help singing mp&l He revealed to me 
that I should die in three days." I t  was undoubtedly her 
guardian angel, says one of the early writera, who came 
in the form of a little bird, to announoe to her eternal 
joy- 

From that moment, having 80 little time before her to 
prepare for her last struggle, ehe wiahed no secular pereon 
to be admitted to her room, not even the noble ladies who 
were accuetomed to viait her. All those who were in the 
habit of coming frequently to see her, ahe diemiseed a h  
blessing them for the last time. Besides her attendante, 
the only pemna she had near her were a few religious, 
who were especially attached to her, her conftwor, and 
the little poor boy who had taken the p h ,  in her com- 
passionate solicitude, of the young leper whom Conrad had 
sent away. When she was asked why ahe thus excluded 
every one, she replied, I wish to remain alone with Qod, 
and to meditate upon the terrible day of my judgment, 
and upon my omnipotent judga" And she wept as she 
prayed and invoked the mercy of God. 

1 According to the contemponneoar rcco&t publi~hed by Xutine 
md I)ansd in thdr Ampliruha Cdlsdio, Vol. I, p. l'd64, her drughter 
.to heud thia dnging; and thk ia the o* record we hate indicating 
the presence of one of her children during the lu t  h o w  of her Ma 
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On Sunday, the eve of the Octave of St. M a t h  (Nmm- 
ber 18, 1231), a b r  Matins, she went to conftwion to 
Conrad, who had do ien t ly  recovered to attend her. 
She took her heart in her hands, says a contempore- 
neous manuscript, and read all that she found them; but 
there waa nothing of which she could BCOW herself, 
nothing which the most sincere contrition had not a 
thousand times cleansed away. When she had W e d  
her confession, Conrad asked her what her last wiehee 
were regarding her goods and powdoaa. " I am sur- 
prkl,'' she answered, * at your askine me such s question, 
for you know that when I made a vow of obedience to 
you, I renounced all my powmione, at the same time 
that I gave up my own will, and my children, and all 
earthly pleaeurea I have kept nothing eave what w u  
necessky according to your dhdioae to pay debta and 
dietribute alms ; I would have preferred, with your per- 
mission, to renounce everything and live in a call with 
the daily pittance that other poor people receiva For a 
long time p a t  all that I have appeared to possesa has in 
reality belonged to the poor ; distribute, therefore, among 
them all that I leave, except this old warn habit, in which 
I wish to be buried. I make no will; I have no other 
heir than Jeaus Christ." But aa one of her companions 
begged that she would bequeath to her some souvenir, she 
gave her the poor cloak of her father, St. Frtincie, which 
the Pope had sent her. " I leave you," she said, my 
cloak ; do not mind ite being tom, patched, and wretched ; 
it ia the moat precious treasure that I have ever poseeseed. 
I assure you that whenever I have wanted to obtain a 
special grace from my beloved Jeeus, and have eaid my 
prayera weering this cloak, He has always voudded 
graciously to hear my petitions." She then asked to be 
buried in the church of the hospital which she had built 
and dedicated to S t  Francis. She had no other auggea- 
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tion to offer ee to the oksequiee to be performed for her 
on earth, m wholly abpxbed was she in the antidpation 
of her entry into  heave^ After she had oonvemed for a 
long time with Conrad, and Maas had been mid for her, 
about the hour of Prime, the last eacrrunenta, for whioh 
she was devoutly longing, were brought to her. Who can 
know and tell with what s i n m  tendernw, what purity 
of heart, what ardent desire, what csle8tial joy, ahe re- 
ceived this sweet repast? He alone, certainly, who was 
pleased to aerve her as Guide and Viaticrum in this lest 
journey. But what was outwardly d e e t  was d d e n t  
to reveal to those who were near her the presence of the 
divine grace which filled her mul. After receiving Extxeme 
Unotian, and then Holy  communion^ ahe remained silent 
and motionless during the entire day, until the hour for 
V e e p ,  absorbed in contemplation, and, aa it were, inebri- 
ated with the blood of life, of which she had j u t  freely 
partaken for the last time on earth. Then suddenly her 
lip were opened to give utterenoe to a torrent of fervent 
and sublime worda "She who had always been so re 
served in her speech now became eloquent; and although 
she had never before d i m 0 4  m freely, her language 
was so full of wisdom and meaning that there wae not a 
word to be lost I t  waa remrvkedthat all she had learned 
from sermons and good booka, or gathered during her 
ecatasitw, came baok now to her memory, that she might 
share it all with her daughtam before her death."' A 
fountain, hitherto unknown, of wisdom and eloquence 
had suddenly epmg up in this soul at the moment when 
she wae about to wing her flight towarda heaven. AB she 
recalled to mind the Holy Sorip-, she selected the 
passage the beat adapted, perhaps, to charm the memory 
of a loving soul like hera She began to recite at length 
the hietory of the resurmtion of Laurma, and spoke with 

1 8ea note on page #II. 9 Fr. Apolinulr, p. 477. Theod. 
Bb 
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tender emotion of the visit that Jesus made to the b l e e d  
sistera Martha and Mary when He deigned to ehrrre their 
grief, to go with them to the tomb of their brother and to 
ahow them His tender and eincsre compassion by mingling 
Hie divine tears with thebe. And as her thonghta were 
arrested here, ehe proceeded to discourse profoundly, and 
to the great admiration of thoae who were preeent, upon 
these teara of our Lord, as well as those which He shed at 
the tight of Jeruealem, and whilet He hung upon the Cma 
Her words were so real, so intense and earnest, eo fitted 
to move every heart, that tears 'atreamed from the eyes of 
all who heard her. The dying woman perceived this, and 
as if gently to recall them, she repeated the words of our 
Lord on Hie way to death: "Daughters of Jerusalem, 
weep not for me, but weep for yourselves." Her heart, 
always so full of compassion and eympathy, though raised 
to heaven, yet remained open to thoae whom she had 
loved; she still sought to soothe the eomw of her com- 
panions, addressed to them worde of affection and consola- 
tion, calling them constantly, "My friends, my dearly 
beloved 1 "  When she had finished speaking she bowed 
her head and remained perfectly silent for a long tima 

Then, without any apparent movement of her lips, there 
came again from her throat subdued aounde of an exqui- 
sitely sweet melody. When she was questioned regarding 
this, ehe replied, "Did you not hear them, those who sang 
with me 1 I sang as well aa I could with them." 

No faithful soul will doubt," aye  her historisn, " that 
she waa already mingling her sweet voice with the songa 
of triumph, and the delicious harmony of the celestial 
hoste, which were awaiting the moment of her entry into 
their ranks; she waa singing with the angela the glory of 
her Lord."l From the close of the day until early the fol- 
lowing morning she remained in a etate of exuberant joy, 
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of pioue d t a t i o n  united with the most fervent devotion 
In the moment of victory ehe celebrated with good right 
the oombata now forever terminated. Sure of her glorious 
mown, she said to her friends, a little before midnight, 

What ehould we do if our enemy the devil should 
appear 1 " A moment later she cried out in a loud and 
clear voice, Begone, begone wicked one l I have re- 
nounced thee." Soon afterwards she eaid, " There, he haa 
gone ; let us epeak now of Gtod and Hia Son; don't let it 
weary you, it will not be long." About midnight her fax 
became eo resplendent that thoee present could hardly 
look at her. At the &at cockcrow she mid, This ia the 
hour in which the Virgin Mary brought our Lord into the 
world and presented Him to those around her. Let ue 
ape& of Gtod and of the h h t  Jesua; for thia ia mid- 
night, the hour that Jesus wae born, and was laid in the 
manger, and created a new star that none had ever seen 
before ; this ia the hour that He came to redeem the world, 
and He will redeem me also ; this ie the hour in which 
He m e  from the dead, and in which He delivered the 
souls of thoee who were held ; He will deliver mine also 
from thie miserable world." Her joy and happiness in- 
creased each moment. " I am weak," she mid, " but have 
no pain, no more than if I were not sick. . . . I m m -  
mend you all to God." She mid much mare, dl inflamed 
as ahe wae by the Holy Ohoat; but her words, which 
breathed the moat tender lwe of M, have not reached 
UR Finally she said, "0 Maryl come to my help . . . 
The moment haa arrived when Gtod calla Hia friends to 
Hie nuptiale. . . . The Bridegroom in quest of Hb bride." 
Then in a low voice, " Silence 1 . . . Silence 1 " In pro- 
nouncing thia word ehe bowed her head aa if in s eweet 
deep, and yielded up her soul in triumph1 Her soul took 

1 Snbmiau toce omnibw qgi circa lpum e m t  rilentium Indixit, 
et it. quad amtiuime obdormiena exapintit- Yertene, p. 1% 
Tandem jubihdo reqoierit . . . inclineto capite arphril  - Theod. 
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its flight to heaven in the midst of the angela and sainta 
who had come to meet her. A delioioua perfume at on- 
spread iteelf through the humble cottage which now con- 
tained only her mortal remains, and in the air waa heard 
a choir of celestial voiw who eang with ineffable harmony 
the sublime responae of the Church, which wsa an epitome 
of her whole life: +urn mundi contmpui, proptcr 
anwrem Domini mi J e w m r i d t i  q m  vidi, pccrms amam, 
in qwm medidi, pucm d i w .  

Thie was the night of November 1 9 , 1 2 3 1 .  The Saint 
had barely completed her twenty-fourth year? 

1 The manucript of the Prince of Solnu, entitled A-61 
momuta'i Aldanberga~*~, relater that little Gertrude, four yeur of 
age, who w u  then at Aldenberg, add thlr ume day to her companion8 : 

'U I h e u  the bell for the dead ringing at Muburg; at thlr rev moment 
the d e u  lady my mother ir dead I " Jut4  P d ,  1838, p. 808. 
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Eace quod concupirf, jam video; quod rperrrri, jam teneo; ipd rum 
jmct. in coelt, quem in t& poritr, tot. derotione d f l d  

h m x  or SAMT Aoxn, in th Roman Bnoimy. 

IN contrsdiatinotion to all human glories, those of the 
elwt of God begin, on earth as in heaven, only after 
death. I t  would seem as if our Lord, in Hie paternal 
solicitude, had desired always to place them under the 
protection of the oblivion or the reproaohes of this world. 
No sooner had the soul of Flhbeth gone to seek the 
sweet repose of heaven than her body became the object 
of a veneration which had been too often denied her 
during life; and we shall see this poor widow, so long 
persauted, de~pised, and calumniated, henceforth occupy- 
ing the thoughta of the faithful, and stirring all Catholic 
hearb, from the Supreme Head of the Church to the 
humblest pilgrims of devout Germany. 

After she had breathed her last, her faithful attendants 
and some other devout women washed her body, and 
prepared it for burial, with great r e a p t  for all that 
remained of her whose last moments had been in such 
perf& accord with all the glorious victories of her previ- 
ous life. An her ahroud they gave her the poor tom 
habit which had been her only dress, and whioh she her- 
self had intended and desired to be used aa her funeral 
vwtment. This saud  body waa then carried by Fran- 
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ciscan religious, aacompanied by the deqy and people, 
amidst the funeral ahante and the team of all, to the 
humble chapel of the hospital of St. Franais, whiah wae 
destined to be the ha t  theatre of her glory, after being that 
of her hernia struggles for the love of Gtod and His poor. 
I t  waa in this same ahapel that she waa acmstomed to pray, 
and to attend to all her exercises of devotion. 

The report of her death having soon spread abroad, all 
the prieata and religious of the surrounding country, 
especially the monks of the order of Citeaux, and an im- 
mense mwd of the faithful, hastened to pay the lost 
respects to her who had just gathered, at so young an age, 
the fruite of her labors. Animated by that popular 
instinct which is m otten the certdn presage of real fame, 
and offering that honor wbiah the Church herself was 
soon to bestow upon these preaious remains, the mmt 
ardent among the people sought at once to seam relics 
of the future Saint. The grief caused by her logs was 
universal; all eyes were filled with teare, and on all sides 
were heard the sobs and lamentations of the poor, and 
the sick, who could no longer be the objecta of her tender 
care, and who were now gathered together in grent num- 
bers to look for the last time upon the features of their 
benefactress. They wept, all of them, as though each one 
had lost a mother. But how shall we describe the anguish 
and desolation of those who had lost in her their support 
and their example. Among others, the F ' r a n c k  reli- 
gious, to whom she waa not only a sister, by their com- 
munity of habit and rule, but also a mother, by the 
conatant and efficacious protection which she had given 
them, deplored her loss with the keenest sorrow. When 
I think," says one of them, who ha8 left us a biography of 
their celestial friend," when I think of our loss, I am more 
inclined to weep than to write." 

The love and devotion of the people demanded and 
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obtained that these preoious remains should be exposed 
in the church during four entire days, surrounded by a 
multitude of the faithful, who aang pious cantidea. The 
face of the dead Saint was uncovered, and offered to those 
who eagerly gazed upon it a most sweet and fascinating 
spectacle. Her youthful beauty had reappeered in all its 
freshness and attmctiveneaa ; the glow of life and youth 
was eeeo again upon her cheeka Her fleeh, instead of 
being rigid in death, waa flexible to the touch, as if she 
were still living. "Before her death," says one of her 
historians, " her appearance waa that of most pemons who 
have spent a life of diction and pain. But no sooner 
had she expired than her face became eo smooth, so life- 
like, so majestic and beautiful, that one oould not see the 
sudden change without being struck with admiration ; and 
one would have said that death, whioh destroys all in 
others, had come to her only to repair, not the Nins of old 
age or of time, but those of sdering and austerity ; aa if 
pace, which till then had animated her soul, wished now 
in turn to animate her body. I t  seemed as if, in the 
shadow and darkness of death, one might dieoern some 
of the beauties of immortality, or that eternal glory had 
shed in advance some of ita rays over a mortal body 
that waa destined some day to be clothed in light and 
splendor!' 

This charming tradition, which t d l a  that physical 
beauty was restored and &oed in Elizabeth's body as 
eoon as her eoul had taken its flight, haa been faithfully 
followed by the unknown artist, who sculptured the prinu- 
pal traits of her life on the altars of Marburg, and who, 
in representing her expoeed upon her bier, has given us 
a very different conception of her beauty, in thia sleep of 
death, from that in any of the other subjects. 

It was not alone the eye that waa attracted, in thia 
1 &. k c h m g e l ,  p. 478 
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moment of sorrow, by the delicate and eacred body of the 
young d e d ;  a freeh and delicious perfume was ex- 
haled, aa a sweet aymbol of the grace and divine virtues of 
which it had been the depoeitoy. Pioua souls might than 
recall the words of Holy Scripttuw, that the memory of the 
just is like a sweet perfume.1 This wonderful frsgrrmce," 
sap the writer whom we have just cited, " was a source 
of great consolation to the poor and to all the people in 
the loee which they had sustained. Thia de8tid odor 
soothed their sorrow and arrested the flow of their tears 
and their mourning, by the amnmce given them in this 
miraculous sign that, although the Saint was dead, she 
would still be, even more than while living, the charitable 
mother of the poor, the ewe refuge of the afflicted ; and 
that the sacred perfume of her prayere, ascending unceea- 
ingly to the throne of the Divine Majesty, would thence 
be diffused, in strength and virtue, upon all who at any 
time should invoke her in their needa"a 

The fourth day after her death her obeequiee were 
celebrated with the greatest solemnity. This pure and 
precioue balm waa enclosed in a namw o o h  This rich 
and resplendent jewel waa hidden beneath a humble stone, 
in the chapel of the hospital, in the presence of the abbots 
and religioue of many neighboring monaateriea, and of an 
immense multitude of people, whom the prudent efforta 
of the clergy could alone restrain and regulate. The 
grief of these Chrietian people was intense and vocifemue, 
and waa certainly the greateat homage that the deceaeed 
Saint received on that omion.  But with their teere and 
mourning there was mingled also an expression of senti- 
menta more generoue and worthy of her; for all raised 
their voices to heaven in fervent devotion and grateful 
recognition to Gtod that He had given them so glorious an 
example and so admirable 8 teaeher. 

1 Ecclar. rlt, 1. fi. Archangel, pp. 478-480. 
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But the Divine Master had reserved for His Eaithful 
mrvant another sweet and touching homage. The pre- 
ceding night, while prayers for the dead were being sung, 
the Abbees of Wedere? who had come to take part in the 
funeral caremonies, heard melodious sounds outeide, which 
greatly aroused her attention. ghe went out, accompanied 
by several others, to satisfy h e r d  aa to what they were, 
and saw on the roof of the chmh, although it was winter, 
a countless number of birch of a p i e s  unknown to any 
one, who sang such sweet and divemad harmonies that 
all present were filled with admiration They seemed to 
want to celebrate t h e  glorious funeral obsequies in their 
own way. Some said they were the angels mnt by Qod 
to accompany the soul of Elhbeth to heaven, who had 
returned to honor her body by their songs of heavenly joy. 
" These little birds," eays St  Boneventure," bore testimony 
to her purity, in thus speaking to her their own language 
at the time of her b~uial, and in singing so sweetly over 
her tomb. He who spoke by the mouth of an ass to repress 
the folly of a prophet might well speak through that of 
the birds to proclaim the innocence of a Saint" 

1 Thlr L probably Wetter, the abbey of the diocere of Men& 
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In vita rur fectt monrtra, et in morte mlrabilir operatar ert. 
Eoo~or. XLVIII, 16. 

OUB Lord was not elow in manifesting, the miraculous 
power that He wished henceforth to be attributed to her 
whose mortal life had been one long act of humility. 
Upon that invincible love which had chosen abjection and 
misery in preference to all that earth could offer, He 
hastened to confer the right to dispose of the riches of 
heaven. 

On the second day after her funeral, a certain monk of 
the order of Oiteaux came and knelt at her tomb to ask 
her help. For more than forty yeara the unfortunate man 
had languished, the victim of an internal sorrow, tor- 
mented by a secret wound of the heart, which no human 
remedy had been able to relieve. After having invoked 
with perfect faith the eealoue consoler of every suffering, 
he felt himself suddenly cured and wholly relieved of 
the heavy burden he had borne, and gave his testimony 
under oath to that effect before Master Conrad and the 
Curate of Marbug. Thb, was the first cure obtained 
through her interceaeion ; and we remark with sffedionate 
interest the fact that thia soul, so tender and loving, who 
during her life had suffered so much from the emotions of 
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her heart, chose as the flret objeot of her merciful inter- 
vention in heaven one of those cruel interior sorrows that 
no human medicine can either heal or commiaerak 

Shortly afterwards there appeared at her tomb a prelate 
of illustrious birth and of high ecclesiastical rank ; hietoy 
has not given us his name, but acouses him of all the 
excases of debauchery which were tbe more abominable 
because of the sacred character with which he was clothed. 
Oftentimes, overcome by remorse and shame, he had re- 
course to the t r i b u d  of penance, but without fruit ; at 
the first temptation he fell again, and his repeated falls 
only became the more scandalous and deplorable. Never- 
theless, he continued to struggle against his weakness, and 
defiled as he was, he came, in the hope of obtaining 
strength, to the tomb of the pure and eimple Elizabeth. 
There, with copious tears, he offered his prayers, and be- 
sought her protection and i n t e d o n ,  remaining long 
hours absorbed in sincere fervor and deep contrition. He 
did not cease hie ardent supplications until he was con- 
vinced that they had reached the divine ear, and that our 
Lord had heard the prayer that the beloved Elizabeth 
offered to Him in the name of 8 poor victim of sin. He 
felt himself, in fact, possessed of a spiritual strength 
superior to all the impulnnn of vice; and from that 
moment, as he declared in his confession to Master Con- 
rad, the evil inolinati011.s of the flesh were so subdued that 
he no longer had anything but slight temptations to 
combat, which he easily overcame. 

Many other d e r i n g  mule, burdened with the yoke of 
sin, lesrned to cast it off as they knelt near the remains 
of this young woman who, while living, had so nobly 
conquered it. Among thoee who came thus to invoke her 
aesistance in overcoming their own weaknesses, and whose 
prayers were hesrd, there are especially mentioned men 
dominated by pride, avarice, hatred, and anger ; and cer- 
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M y ,  to escape from their bondage, they cuuld not follow 
a more faithful guide than she who had humiliated her- 
self beneath all others, who had given her very being and 
all she poeseseed to W s  poor, and who had spent her 
whole life in loving and pardoning. 

But it was not alone the misfortunes of the mul that 
aroused her active compassion ; the sufferings and physical 
infirmities, to the alleviation of which she had devoted so 
much solicitude and courege during her life, although they 
had lost the loving and zealous care which she had dm 
them, gained, on the other head, in the new and greater 
power which God had bestowed upon her, and henceforth 
poesesaed in her a heavenly physician. A beautiful an- 
dote b told which illustrates how quickly she wae called 
upon to 8xefcise thie berieficent power, and how her glori- 
fied eoul remained faithful to that meet tnm;l;arity 
towards the humble and poor, which had thrown wch a 
charm over her relations with them on earth. At the 
monastery of Reinhartsbrunn, where the Duke Louis wae 
buried near hie anwtors, there wae a lay brother who 
performed the duties of a miller. He was a man of great 
piety, and practised severe austerities; for instance, he 
worn an iron breastplate next hie person, the better to 
subdue the flesh. The Ducheaa, in the frequent visita 
whi& she made to this abbey to pray for her dearly 
loved husband, had noticed thie poor brother, and en* 
tained a special affection for him, bemuse of the eanc- 
tity of his lifa One day in particular, having met him 
aa she was approaching the venmted tomb, she spoke 
with great kindneae, and exacted from him a promise 
that there should be a spiritual communion and hternity 
between them, ae a pledge of which she extended her hand 
and took his, in spite of the resistance of the humble 
religious, who iu hie simplicity blushed at touching the 
hand of so illustrious a lady. &me time afterwards, ae 
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he waa oocupied in repairing the implements of hie ocou- 
pation, one of the vanes of the windmill accidentally 
etruok him and chattered his am. He d e r e d  cruelly 
from this accident, but waited patiently till it should 
pleaae God to relieve him. On the night of November 
19, while his saintly and noble sister was yielding up her 
predestined soul to God, the brother miller wae wahh- 
ing and praying in the church of his abbey, groaning 
with the pain which his arm caused him. Suddenly the 
Ducheee Elhbeth appeared to him, clothed in royal 
garmenta and resplendent with an ineffable light. She 
epoke in her usual eweet voice, and said to him, HOW 
are you getting along, my good brother Volkmar, and how 
is your health 1 " 1 Although startled at h t ,  and W e d  
by the divine light which surrounded her, he recopkd 
her and replied, " Why, madam, how is it that you who 
have uaually worn euch poor clothee are today wearing 
such beautiful and shining garmenta 1 " " Ah I " she ecrid, 

that is because I have changed my oondition" And 
thm she took his right hand again, the same that he had 
given her before ae a eign of fraterniQ, and which the 
windmill had broken, and healed it. This touching of 
the wounded member eeemed painful to him; he awoke 
as if from a dream, and found his hand and arm perfectly 
sound and well. He at once returned thank8 to God, and 
to the sister who had thought of him the moment ehe 
entared into heaven * 

But the moet remarkable &ea murred near her 
tomb, during the bt day8 after her f u n d  Persons 
afflicted with the moet psinful infirmities, the deaf, the 
cripple, the blind, the weak-minded, lepem, and palytica, 
who, perhap believing her still living, had come to implore 
her generosity, wept away entirely cured, aftar having 
prayed in the chapel where she reeted. 
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Contemporaneous &ccounta have preserved for us authen- 
tic details of theee curea. We shall cite one only, which 
wae given under oath to the pontifical judges ; it will give 
us an idea of the othera. There was e man named Henry, 
living at Marburg, forty years of age, whom sight for some 
time had been 00 poor that 'he frequently lost his way and 
wandered from the road into the fields of grain, which drew 
upon him the ridicule of hie comredee. Finally he became 
totally blind, and wae obliged to be led wherever he 
wanted to go. He then asked to be brought to the tomb 
of her who was already called the B l d  iWaWh, and 
offering two wax candles, made e vow to her. The judges 
asked him what words he had made use of in invoking 
her. He repeated them aa follows: "Dear lady Seint 
Elizabeth, heal my eyes, and I will always be your faithful 
servant, and will every year of my life pay two deniera to 
your hoepitrrl" And immediately hie night was mtomd, 
eo that he saw better than he ever hsd. Thb waa the fif- 
teenth day after the death of the Saint. 

The more the report of these wondem was spread the 
greater became the crowd of people suffering from all aorta 
of afflictions, who came to obtain the cure of their various 
ilk The divine mercy waa not indifferent to the faith of 
these Christian people, and each day the favom accorded 
to the prayera of thoae who chose Elizabeth as their advo- 
cate became more frequent and manifest They came, eiok 
and suffering souls, not only from the neighboring di- 
of Mentz and Trevee, but from the more dietant provhca 
of Cologne, Bremen, and Magdeburg. Thoae who went 
away consoled or healed were immediately replaced by 
the newly arrived ; and these in turn departed, proclaiming 
to those whom they met on the way the wonderful m d e s  
of Qod. "1 was there myself about this time," a y e  the 
Monk Chmrius, "and I have never in my life seen so many 
people a t  once as there were a t  Marburg and in the 
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vioiniv. I t  was dif0cult to make one'e way in or out of 
the church." 

Master Conrad, observing the wonderful fruita of a life 
for which he felt himself in some sort mpnaible, and of 
which he might justly claim some of the glory, lost no time 
in making known to Pope Gregory IX the miraclee by 
which the divine power had s ignal id  the tomb of the 
glorioue deceased, and the ever-incressing veneration of 
the people, proping that he should establieh and eolernnly 
declare her title to the invocation of the faithful. The 
illustrious Pontiff, who despite hie ninety y w e  had a heart 
young in love and solicitude for the honor of Gtod and Hie 
Church, who had already had the honor of canonizing 
St. Francis of h i e &  and who thie eame year had in- 
scribed by hie side in heaven hie most illustrious disciple, 
St. Anthony of Padua, replied to Conrad's proposition with 
affectionate earnestneaa, but at the same time with apos- 
tolic prudence. We have learned from your letter, dear 
eon Conrad," he mitee, "with team of sweet joy, how the 
Divine Master, whose power ie infinite, has bleeeed Hie 
aervant Elizabeth, of illustrious memory, during her l i f e  
time our deareat daughter in Jesus Chriat and Duchess of 
Thuringia ; how, weak and £rail as ahe waa by nature, He 
made her, by the gift of Hie grace, strong and conatant in 
the worahip of His divine name ; and how, after admitting 
her to the asaembly of the Sainta, He makes manifeat by 
glorious eigns the beatitude which He has bestowed upon 
her." At the aame time, the Pontiff, remembering that all 
ie llot gold thut glglittcra, and wishing to remove the doubta 
of distmstful minds, directed the Archbishop of Mentz, 
the Abbot of Erbach, and Master Conrad to take teati- 
mony, publicly and in due form, concerning everything 
which in the life of the Duchess might have been pleasing 
to God and to men, as well as the miracles which had fol- 
lowed her death; and after having reduced the varioua 
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depositiom to writing, and attested the same with their 
seals, to forward them to Rome by fsithful mesaengem. 
At the esme time he prescribed the order and method to 
be observed in the examination of witn-, with a aue 
and attention to detail which showed all the solicitude 
and prudent caution with which he entered upon tbia 
delicate inquiry. 

In the meantime Siegfried, Archbishop of Mmtz, whose 
diocese included the city of Marburg, and therefore the 
tomb of Elizabeth, had been equally impressed by the won- 
ders that the divine goodness had shown forth in the 
midst of his flock At the request of Master Conrad, and 
after a revelation whioh was made to him in a vision, he 
went to Marburg, and there co-ted on the feaet of St. 
Lawrence (August 10,1232) two altara which the firithful 
had built in honor of Elizabeth in the ohurch in which she 
was buried. A great mwd had aeeembled there to aaaiat 
at the ceremony aqd to hear the sermon that M&r 
Conrad was to preach in honor of hie illustrim penitent. 
While pmwhing it m m d  to him that he would never 
have a more favorable opportunity of satisfying the wiehea 
of the Sovereign Pontiff; and, without reflecting further. 
he at once dimted all those among his hearere who had 
obtained any cure or heavenly favor through the interces- 
sion of the Duohm to preaent themaelves with their proofs 
on the following day, at the hour of Prime, before the 
Arohbishop of Mentz and the other prelates who had come 
to assist at the dedication of the alt91.a. . At the hour fixed, 
a large number of people appeared and made affirmation 
as to all the favora they had received through the int8rcea- 
eion of Elizabeth. The archbishop, being compelled by 
important businem to return, confined himself to writing 
out the most remarkable and the best attested fsota 
Neither he nor the other prelates could d3x their eeale, 
aa they were there without them. Mae& Conrad copied 
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word far word all theae various depositions, and gathered 
himeelf many others, always under oath, and having read 
them all over to the Archbishop of Mentz and the Abbot 
of Erbaoh, who found nothing therein to ohange, he eent 
them to the Pope, adding thereto a dsam6 of the life of 
Elizabeth from his own memory. This precious mod hae 
been pmsemed,' and forme the most ancient source upon 
which the historian of the Saint a n  draw. 

Thia first amount of miracles, transmitted by Master 
Conrad, contains a detailed statement of thhQ-mve11 
audden and supernatural cures, anunged according to the 
direction of the Holy Father, with the most pmise detaila 
ae to placee, data,  and pemns, as well as the form of the 
p y e r s  that had been employed. 

Most of these narratives, to me at least, are full of the 
most pathetic i n t e d  We see in them the unfortunafee 
who had recoume to her always ad- her in that 
tender and familiar language whioh her extreme smeetneae 
and humility had permitted during her lifa Dear St  
FSmbeth," one would say to her, "cure my leg and I 
will always be your faithful mrvant" Or, Blessed Lady 
and Duchess Elizabeth, I recommend to you my poor 
daughter." 0 B l e e d  Elhbetb  I " cried a poor mother, 
as she waa burying the body of her eon who had just died, 

why have I thne loat my son? Come to my help and 
bring him to life again" A moment later his pulse began 
to beat, he came to life, and after trping for a long time 
to speak, he said toward8 midaight, Where am I, dearly 
beloved 1" He did not yet mmpizs his mother. 

Another poor woman, whoee daughter had been fitted 
for five years with cruel infirmities, suffering, among other 
things, from enormoue tumora on her back and breast, 
had her brought to Elhbeth'e tomb, and remained there 
with her for two day8 in prayer. At the end of that time, 

1 Sw Index of Hirtorlclrl Soorcer, port, p. 484. 
!a 
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seeing that her prayers were not heard, she murmured 
loudly againat the Saint, saying, Since you wil l  not hear 
me, I will prevent any one from ooming to your sepulchre" 
She left Marburg greatly irritated ; but after having gone 
a mile and a half, the p i n  and the cries of her daughter 
obliged her to stop near a fountain in the village of 
Rdorf.  The child slept for a little while, and when she 
awoke, she said she had seen 8 beautiful lady whoee face 
was reeplendent, and her hands white and delicate, and that 
she had passed her hands over the most afllided park of 
her body, eaying to her, " Riw up and walk." And im- 
mediately the young girl cried out, " 0 mother, see, I am 
perfectly well in every part of my body." They returned 
together to the tomb to render thanks to the Saint, and 
left there the basket in which the sick child had been 
carried. 

A young man whose legs had been paralyzed, and who 
had, moreover, a painful dimwe of the spine, rode to 
the tomb of the Duchess, and was cured there of his 
spinal difficulty. As he was being taken home, he said, 
"St. Elizsbeth, I shall not go again to vieit you unless 
through your help I am able to go afoot; but I will 
gladly go if you will grant me this favor." Some days 
afterward, on the feast of All-Saints, he felt himself 
completely cured, and wee able to fulfil hie promiee. 

I shall stop here, almost with regret, in the transcrip 
tion of these narmtivee, which are such precious witneeaea 
of the faith and manners of .that period. This collection of 
depoaitiolle was not concluded, until in the early months 
of the year 1233, and their transmission to Borne was 
retarded for some unknown reason In the meantime 
Conrad had perished, a victim to his zeal for the Faith. 
The boldneee with which he accused and pursued the most 
powerful lor& and princes, when he mishusted' their 
faith, had for 8 long time aroused intense hatred and ill- 
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dl against him, which the excaasive severity, and pep 
haps injustice, of some of hie decrees tended conatestly to 
iucreaaa On July 30,1233, as he waa returning from 
Mentz to Marburg, he was surprised, near the village of 
Kappel, by several knighta and vssesls of Count Sayn, 
whom he had juat mused of heresy. They attacked and 
killed him. The asaaasina wanted to spare hie disciple and 
companion, Brother Qerard, a Franciscan ; but he oppoeed 
them, and clung so closely to the body of his master, that 
it was inlposaible for them to kill one without the other. 
The bodies of Conrad and his friend, and those of twelve 
others, priesta and laymen, victims of the heretice, were 
brought to Marburg amidst the grief of the peopla He 
was buried in the same chapel with the eaintly Duchegq 
his daughter in Jems Christ, not far from her tomb. 

The death of Conrad, who had been as watchful of the 
posthumous glory of Elizabeth aa of her salvation while 
ehe waa etill living, was a great obstacle to the canoniza- 
tion which many of the faithful had wiahed and hoped 
for. The ppem which he had gathered together were 
neglected or loat, and the zeal which had been manifested 
for this popular cause began to diminish 

The Lord, however, soon raiaed up a new and, zealone 
defender of the glory of His humble servant, and in a 
quarter where such protection might have been least 
expected. Of the two brothers that the Duke Louie, 
Elizabeth's husband, had left, and whose dhgramful con- 
duct towards their eiste~in-law we have seen, one, Henqj 
governed the duchy during the minority of young Her- 
mann, huh' eon; the other, Conrad, gave himself up, 
without restraint) to all the exceseea which the paseiona 
of youth could suggest. In 1232, on m u n t  of a penanoe 
Wcted by the Atchbiahop of Mente upon the Abbot of 
R e i n h a r t a h ,  the natural p r o w  of the house of Thu- 
ringia, the Landgrave Conrad was so irritated againat the 
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prelate that he ruehed upon him in a full aasembly of the 
chapter at Erfurt, s e W  him by the hair, threw him down, 
and undoubtedly would have stabbed him if hie aervante 
had not interfered. But not aaWed by this outrage, he 
set about ravaging the possessions of the see of Mentz, 
and besieged, among other places, the city of Fritdar. 
He took it by assault ; and to revenge the m e  ridicule 
to which he had been aubjmted upon the part of the 
women of the city during the siege, he set it on fire, 
which consumed the whole city, with ite churches and 
convents, and a large number of the inhabitants. 

He then retired to hie Tenneberg wtle,  near Gotha, 
where the hand of God was soon laid upon him. A cow- 
teaan one day appeared before him, who seemed to have 
fallen into the moat abject misery. She had come to ask 
for help The Landgrave having reproached her in the 
severest terms for the infamy of her life, the unfortunate 
woman replied that it waa poverty alone that ,had f o r d  
her to it, and drew so sad a picture of her misfortunes 
that he was deeply moved, and prombed to provide for 
her in future, upon condition that she should renounce 
her life of shame. This incident produced a profound 
impression upon hie soul, and he a p t  the following night 
in great agitation of mind, reflecting how much more cul- 
pable he was than this unfortunate woman whom he had 
reproached ; whom poverty alone had driven to sin, whilst 
he, rich and powerful, had so abused all the gifta of God. 
The following morning he communicated his thoughts to 
aeveral of his companions in arms, participatom in hie 
deeds of violence, and learned with surprise that they had 
been agitated by the aame reflections. They at once con- 
cluded that this interior voice, speaking thus aimultane- 
ously to them all, waa an admonition from heaven, and 
resolved to do penance and amend their lives. They began 
by making a pilgrimage, barefooted, to Gladenbach, not 
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far distant, and from there they went to Bome, to obtain 
from the Pope bixuself absolution of their sina Arrived 
at Rome (1233) the Duke gave an example of the moat 
sincere penance and of fervent piety. He received twanty- 
four poor pernone at hie table every day, serving them 
him& The Holy Father gave him absolution, imposing 
as a condition that he ehould become reconciled with the 
Archbishop of Mentz, and all those whom he had wronged, 
construct and endow a monastery in place of thorn he had 
burned, publicly acknowledge his offence upon the ruins of 
F r i t h ,  and fhdl y enter himself a religious order. Whilet 
he was thue dsawing nearer to God, the memory of hie 
humble and saintly sister-in-law, Elizabeth, whom he had 
ignored and pmecuted, came vividly to hie mind. He re- 
solved to make amends for the wrongs he had done her by 
striving to promote her glory, and in the interviews which 
he had with the Sovereign Pontiff he apoke fully of her 
great eanctity and earnestly besought her canonizstion. 

Upon his return to &many (1234) he haatened to 
fulfil all the conditions of his abeolution. He went to 
Fritzlar, where those who had eacaped in the massacre of 
the inhabitante had returned to fhd a refuge near the 
ruins of the principal monastary. He prostrated himaelf 
upon his face before them and begged them for the love 
of God to forgive him all the wronga he had done them. 
He then marched barefooted through the streeta, with a 
cord in his hand, and kneeling at the door of the church, 
offered it to the crowd who were preeent, and invited any 
who wished to take it and scourge him. One old woman 
only accepted the invitation, and plied his back with many 
blows, which he bore patiently. He had the church and 
monaetery rebuilt a t  once, and eatabliehed a community 
there, and a t  the same time conceded many important 
privileges to the city of Fritzlar. From there he went to 
Eieenach, where, in concert with hi8 brother Henry, he 
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founded a canvent of Brothers Preachers, under the invo. 
cation of St. John, but for the special intention of his 
sister-in-law Elizabeth, thne to purify h i m d  from the 
stain of having been an acoomplice in the cruel wrongs 
she had suffered in this same city of Eisenach at the time 
of her expulsion from Wartburg. 

From that moment he devoted himeelf to the intewats 
of her glory with the same zeal that Conrad had. We 
may well believe, indeed, that it was her prayere, united 
with those of hie brother, that had obtained for him the 
grace to see his own faulta, and to despise, se was then 
said, tb w t d  in ita bloom. 

Having decided to enter the Teutonic Order, he took 
the habit and the cross in the church of the hospital of 
St. Fmcis, founded by Elizabeth at Marburg. He in- 
duced hie brother to c o n b  the donation that Elizabeth 
had made of this hospital and ice dependenciea to these 
knighted monks, and added thereto all hia own possessions 
in Hesee and Thuringh He further obtained the Pope's 
sanction of this donation, and exemption from all episcopal 
jurisdiction, with the gift of many other rights and pre- 
rogatives for this hospital, which had already become one 
of the principal houses of the Teutonio Order; all in 
honor of the Duchess Elizabeth, whose body reated there ; 
in order, se was said in his petition to the Holy Father, 
that this sacred body, already honored by the veneration of 
the faithful, might enjoy the privilege of liberty. 

In the meantime he urged, above al l  things, upon the 
Supreme Pontiff the solemn recopition of the sanctity of 
his sister-in-law, and the numeroue graces that (30d was 
granting daily through her intercession. The Pope finally 
yielded to .his entreaties, and wishing, a y e  8 oontempo- 
raneous writer, that the pious simplicity of the Church 
Militant should not be deceived, in case the facts advanced 
should not be proved, but, on the other hand, that the 
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Church Triumphant should not be deprived of ita glory, if 
the reports should be verified, by a brief dated the 6th of 
the ides of October, in the year 1234, he charged the 
Bishop of Hildesheim and the abbots Hermann of Geor- 
genthal and Raymond of Herford to institute another 
examination into the miracles attributed to Elizabeth. In 
this brief he directed the three commissioners to sendhim 
the results of the examination that he had previously 
charged the Archbishop of Mentz and Master Conrad to 
make; and in cam they could not find these papers, to 
take in writing the testimony of the same witnessee, and 
of any othem, and to send them to him within five month 
from the date of their receipt of his letter. The bishop 
and hia d ~ e s ,  obedient to the ordem of the Sovereign 
Pontiff, caused the brief to be published in all the neigh- 
boring dioceses, appointing a day when the faithful who 
had knowledge of any cure obtained by the prayers of the 
Ducheas should appear at Marburg, to make a deposition 
thereof, with the atteetation of their prelstes and paetom. 
On the appointed day, the apostolic commissioners a p  
peared themselves at Marburg, where they found several 
thousand persona assembled from all parte of Europe. 
They aesociated with themselves several abbots from Ci- 
teaus and Prdmontd, a great number of priors and friam 
minor and preachers, regular canons, religious of the Teu- 
tonic Order, and other learned and prudent men The 
witnema came to give their testimony, after being sworn, 
before this imposing tribunal. Their statements were am- 
fully weighed end examined by civilians and professors of 
the law. 

The names of the witnesses who appeared this time are 
not found, with the exception of the four companions of 
the Du&w: Guta, who had been attached to her from 
the time that she was five yesre of age ; Yeentrude, her 
confidant and beat friend; FZabeth and Irmengarde, who 
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had served her during her life at Marburg. I t  wsa then 
that these four all related what they had known of the 
life of their mistreas. Their acoounta, invaluable docu- 
ments, have been preserved in their entirety,' and have 
furniehed ua with most of the intereating and beautiful 
feat- of her life which are preeented in thie narxativa 
I'he depoeitions of moat of the other witneeeee related to 
the miracles obtained through her interasion; among 
the great number reported we ~hould note the matoration 
to life of several dead persons? One hundred and twenty- 
nine depositions were judged worthy to be received, 
transcribed, and attested by the seals of the Bishop of 
Hildeaheim and other prelates and abbote to be eent to 
Rome. The Abbot Bernard de Buch, Salomon Magnu% 
brother preacher, and Brother Conrad, of the Teutonic 
Order, the former Landgrave and brother-in-law of the 
decawd, were designated to deliver to the Pope the reeult 
of the examination that he had ordered, as well as that 
which Master Conrad had made three years before. They 
were at the same time made the bearers of letters from 
a great number of bishops, abbota, princes and princesees, 
and noble lords, who humbly beeought the common Father 
of the faithful to confirm the veneration on earth of her 
who had already received the congratulations of angeb, 
and to no longer suffer this bright flame of celestial charity, 
lighted by the hand of God to serve aa an example to the 
world, to be obscured by the cloude of contempt, or hidden 
under the buahel of heresy. 

1 Bee the Index of Ebtorld Sourcer, below, p. 484. 
9 I ILtoW differ u to the number of there mirunloor mnr- 

rectlonr. Theodoric and the prologue of the four compdorrr dx it rt 
rixteen. Pope Benodict XIV erpedally dter tht artmodinup frror 
accorded to Ehbeth. Da Sm. Dai bad$, lib. IV, pan 1, c 4 
No. 5. 
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CANONIZATION OB DEAB ST. T ~ . ~ M R E T H  BY POPE GREG- 
ORY; THE GREAT JOY AND VENEBATION OB THE 

FAITHFTJL W G E W  AT TBE EXALTATION OF HEB 
SACRED ~ U C B  AT ~ U E G  

Annuncirrerunt coali jurtitiun ejw, st viderant omnar populi 
glorirm ejru. -Pa XCVI, 0. 

Mihi rutem nimir honorifloti rmrt .mid toi, Dew. 
Pe. CXXXVIII, 17. 

IN the apring of the year 1236, the Holy Father was at 
Peru& the same city in which, seven yeam before, he 
had wonized St. Francis of Aseiei, when the penitent 
Conrad again appeared before him, with the other envopa, 
to entreat him to inscribe in heaven, by the aide of the 
Seraphio Father, the name of the young and humble 
woman who had been the first of his daughters in 
Germany, and the moat eealoue of his dieciplea The 
news of their arrival made a great impreasion upon both 
clergy and people. The Pontiff opened their lettere in 
the presence of the cardinale and principal prelates of the 
Roman Cou1.t and a great number of priestel who had 
assembled to hear them. He communicated to them all 
the details transmitted concerning the life of Elizabeth, 
and the miracle8 that were athibutd to her. They were 
filled with admiration, we are told, and moved to team at 
hearing of such humility, auch love of the poor and 
of poverty, such wondrous thin@ wfought through divine 
grace. The Pope, however, reeolved to exercise the great- 
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eet mutiny in the examination of these miradlea He 
proceeded with all that thoroughneaa which chaxa&M 
him, sc~pulrJusly observing all the formalities requisite to 
diepel every veatige of doubt. The care and exactnew 
observed in thia diacuseion were so remarkable that it 
merited to be cited, five centuries later, by one of the moat 
illustrious successors of Gregory IX, Benedict XIV. But 
all them precautions only served to render the truth more 
&pal and inconkatable. The more amtinous the ex- 
amination, both aa to fact8 and persona, the more complete 
became the certainty ; and 'to quote the language of con- 
temporaneoua writera, the plough of apoetolic authority, in 
funowing this unexplored field, brought to light a prideas 
treasure of sanctity. It wm clearly seen that the net of 
the Lord had reacued this dear Elizabeth from the midst 
of the wavea b d  the tempest8 of terratrial tribulation, and 
had brought her safely to the haven of eternal reat. 

At a coneistoy, over which the Sovereign Pontiff pre- 
sided, and at which the Patriarchs of Antioch and Jeruaa- 
lem, and a great number of cardinals were pment, the 
officially attested documents concerning 'the life and the 
sanctity of Elizabeth were read, and all with common 
accord declared that there need be no further delay in in- 
scribing in the catalogue of Saint8 upon earth that 
glorious name, which had already been humid in the 
book of life, ae had been made manifeat in so wonderful a 
manner by the Lord. 

The eame documents were then read before the people. 
They were deeply moved thereby, and in trsnsporta of 
admiration, cried out with one voice : " Canonization, Holy 
Father, canonization, and without delay." The Pope 
found no di5culty in yielding to thia presaing unanimity; 
and to give more Bclat to the ceremony, he decided that it 
should take place on the Feast of Pentecost (May 26, 
1236). 
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The Duke Conrad, whose ceal wae only doubled by 
the auclctese of his efforte, took charge of all the neceew 
preparatione for this imposing solemnity. 

The great featival having arrived, the Pop, amompa- 
nied by patriarchs, cardinah, and prelates, and followed by 
several thouand of the faithful, went in prooeeeion to the 
Dominican Convent at Perugia The solemn march wae 
accompanied by the musio of trumpets and other instru- 
ments, and all who took part in it, from the Pope to the 
leaet of the people, d e d  wax candlea, which the Land- 
grave had distributed at his o h  expense. The procession 
having anived at the church, and the preparatory cem 
monies concluded, the cardinal demon, assietant of the 
Pope, read to the faithful, in a loud voice, an account of 
the life and the miraclea of Elizabeth, arnidet the acclama- 
tione of the people, and the teaxa of holy joy and pious 
enthusiasm which shamed h m  the eyee of all these 
fervent Christians, happy and delighted at having another 
loving and powerful friend in heaven Then1 the Pope 
exhorted all present to pray, ae he was about to pray him- 
eelf, that God would not allow him to be deceived in thia 
matter. After all had knelt and prayed for thin intention, 
the Pope intoned the Vsai &eator, which wae sung, 
throughout, by the assembly. At' the conclusion of the 
hymn, the cardinal deacon at the right of the P o p  aid, 

1 In thin dwcrfption of the ceremodea of canonhation, I hare fol- 
lowed, dnf the extract from Cudinal dlOrtie, dm Rdig. rt tmw. SS., 
i n M  in the Treatire of Benedict XXV, de utw. Dd beat., L I, C. 88, 
Q 6 et  8; then the fragment eptitled ur ordim Romano racedi HV, 
inrerted by Mabillon in hi8 Mweum Itaiicua, VoL II, pp. 4PB et req. 
There me the mort ancient recordr, we believe, u to the form em- 
ployed in the canonhation of the Saintr. Angelo Roc-, Bbhop of 
Tqute  and Prefect of the Aportolic &criaty,nyr in hlr commentary, 
de Cammiwh'mr Sanctmm, B o w ,  1610, Na 66, that Pope Gregory 
IX, who c m o n h d  St. Elkrbeth, wu the drrt to fix the ruler of 
curonhation. 
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Pecctamus gsnucc, and immediately the Pope and all the 
people knelt and prayed in a low voice for mme tima 
The cardinal deacon at the left then eaid, Law&, and the 
Pope being seatad on hia throne, with mitre on hia head, 
declared dear Elietrbeth a Saint, in these words: "For 
the honor of Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Clhoet, 
and for the exaltation of the Catholic Faith and the prop 
agation of the Christian religion, by the authority of the 
eame Qod Almighty, by that of the blessed apostles Peter 
and Paul, and by our own, and with the advice of our 
brothers, me declare and d e h e  that E b b e t h  of happy 
memory, during her life Ducheaa of Th- is a Saint, 
and entitled to be inmribed in the catalogue of the Sainte. 
We there inscribe her, and at the eame time we ordain 
that the Universal Church debrate her feast and office 
with solemnity and devotion every year, on the annive~ 
say of her death, the thirteenth of the calends of Deoem- 
ber. Further, by the eame authority, we grant to all the 
faithful who, being truly penitent and having confeaeed 
their sine, shall visit her tomb on that day, an indulgenoe 
of one year and forty day a" 

The sounds of the organ and of al l  the bells mingled 
with the laat words of the Pontiff. Pmently, having re- 
moved his mitre, he intoned the canticle of joy, Ts Daum 
laudumw, which waa sung by all present with a harmony 
and enthusiasm which seemed to resound through the 
heavens. A cardinal deacon then said in a loud voice, 
" Pray for uu, St. Blizabcth, alldscia," and the Pope re- 
cited the collect or prayer in honor of the new Saint, 
which he had composed himself. Finally the cardinal 
deacon said the COIC@OT, inserting the name of Elizabeth 
immediately after thorn of the Apostles, and the Pope gave 
the absolution and the usual blessing, likewise mentioning 
her name in the place where reference is made to the 
merits and prayem of the Sainte. 
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Solemn High Meee was then debrated. At the offer- 
tory, three of the c d h l  judge8 mooeeefully made mys- 
tical offerings 'of wax adlea, bread, and wine ; with two 
turtle doves, as symbole of the aolitary and contemplative 
life; two pigeons, symbolic of the active life, but pure 
and faithful ; and lastly, a cage of little birds, which, be- 
ing set at liberty, flew towards heaven, m t i v e  of the 
flight of holy souls to Qod.1 

In the convent of the Dominicam at Perugia, where 
thia ceremony took place, an altar was immediately erected 
in honor of the new Saint, whid the Sovereign Pontiff 
privileged with an indulgence of thirty days to all who 
ehould come there to pray. So this waa the first place in 
the world in which the devotion to dear St. Elizabeth was 
publicly observed; and ever since, the digious of thh 
convent have always honored her feast day with grand 
solemnities, singing her office with the eame musio ae 
they do that of their Father St. Dominic. 

To signalize still more this happy day, the good Duke 
Conrad invited three hundred religious to his table, and 
sent bread, wine, fish, and butter to many of the neighbor- 
ing convente, to thelhermits and recluee, and e s p d y  
to the poor Clam, to whom it seemed that the new 
Saint ought to serve as their special patron in heaven, 
after having been their rival on earth. Moreover, he die- 
tributed to several thousand poor pemns, to all, without 
diatinotion, who asked assistance, generous supplies of 
meat, bread, wine, and money, not in hie own name, but 
in the name of the Teutonic Order, and eepeoially in 

1 Roc-, da CanonUone, pp. 116,124,926. He dter St. Ildephonre 
md revera1 other authon for m arpl.nstion of there aymbolr. I do 
not, Indeed, ureri that thir crutom had WJ been adopted s t  the 
time of the crinonbtIon of St. E h b e t h ;  but wirhing to give s 
complete picture of the csremonier rued by the Church on thir occa- 
don, I have felt jutt5ed In introducing it hem, with tht okcrratioa 
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honor of her who had alwaye shown euch unetinted gen- 
erosity to the poor. I t  was certainly the beet homage 
that could have been paid to her, that which would have 
been m a t  agreeable to her loving aoliaitude. We can 
imagine with sweet emotion the joyful gratitude of 
theae poor people, who received their &st knowledge of 
the royal Saint from a remote country in eo beneficent e 
way. Thie generosity of Conrad so pleased the Pope, &at 
he invited him to his table, which waa a great dietinction, 
and placed him by his side, while he directed all of his 
retinue to be handsomely entertained. When he came 
to bid farewell, before returning to Germany, the Holy 
Father granted all the favors he asked in behall of many 
whose petitions had been for a long time in suspeme; 
and then he gave him his bleeeing and embraced him with 
many tears. 

On the 1st of June, of the aamo year, 1235, the Pope 
published hia bull of canonization, which waa immediately 
sent to all the princes and bishop of Europe. I t  ie as 
follow0 : 

" GREGORY, BIBHOP, SERVANT OB THE SERVANTS OF C~OD 

"To all t h  archbishops, bi8hops, abbots, priors, archdeacms, 
p k t s ,  deans, and othr prelates of the Church, whom 
these letters may concern, grading. 

The Infinite Majesty of the 8on of Qod, Jeaus Christ, 
the B l e d  Saviour and Redeemer of our soula, beholding 
from high heaven the nobility and excellence of our con- 
dition impaired and corrupted by the sin of our first 
parent, and then by an immense train of mieeries, of vice 
and crime, touched with cornpamion for Hie own well- 
beloved oreature, resolved to make known to him the 
depths of Hia all-powerful mercy, to deliver mankind, 
seated in the shadow of death, and to recall the poor exile 
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to his home of b l d  liberty, judging in His divine and 
W t e  wiedom that, as it properly belongs to the work- 
man, who has commenced some masterpiece, to perf& 
it, and if unhappily it fall into decay and loee its beauty, 
to repair and restore it to ita b t  form, so it fittingly be- 
longed to Him, exclusive of all others, to redeem and re- 
store Hie own oreature who had fallen from his ancient 
wts. 

"For thia purpoae he entered within the narrow walls 
of the body of the Blessed Virgin (if indeed one may 
speak of that ae narrow which could embrace Him who ie 
infinite) ; from Hie celestial tbmne He  entered and con- 
cealed Himeelf in the virginal palace of Hie B l e d  
Mother; invisible as He was, He made Himself visible, 
and by the adorable mystery of the Incarnation conquered 
and overthrew the prince of Qrknesa ; triumphed over his 
malice by the glorious redemption of human nature, and 
by Hie divine instructions marked out for faithful soda a 
ce* path by which they might regain their pristine 
etate. 

"The blessed and gracioue Elizabeth, of royal birth, 
and, by alliance, Duchess of Thuringia, carefully studying 
and wisely comprehending thie admirable economy of our 
salvation, courageously undertook to follow the saored 
footstep of our Saviour, and to labor with all her strength 
in the practice of virtue; and in order to render h e d f  
worthy to be 6lled with eternal light, from the dawn of 
her life to ite very dose she never ceased to delight in the 
embrace8 of celestial love, and with a f m o r  wholly natu- 
ral to her dedicated all the powere of her soul to the one 
supreme love of Jesus Chriet Out Saviour, Who being True 
Qod and the True and Eternal Son of sod, became the 
Son of Man, and Son of the B l d  Virgin, Queen of 
Angela and of men ; a love most pure and f m t ,  which 
rendered her worthy to drink deeply of hmvenly meet- 
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new, and to enjoy the divine favora which are bedowed 
at the nuptiale of thie Adorable h b .  

And then, being enlightened by thin m e  light, and 
proving herself to be a true daughter of the Church, 
recognieing thie Divine Jeaus, the sole object of her &80- 
tiona, in the pereon of her neighbor, ehe loved him with 
a charity so admirable that her whole delight waa to eee 
herself aumunded by the poor, to live and oonveree with 
them. She cherished still more those whom mimy and 
offensive diesaeee rendered most repulsive, and whoee 
approach had horrified and driven away the etrongest of 
hearts So generously did ehe distribute her goo& among 
them, that ahe made herself poor and needy, in order to 
supply them abundantly with all that wae neceseary for 
them. When she wae yet but a child, and needed a gov- 
erness becauee of her youth, she had already become the 
good mother, the guardian and protectme of the poor, and 
her heart wae full of tendernew for their misfortnnea 

* Having learned that the Eternal Judge would, at the 
last judgment, make epecial mention of the aervicea that 
were rendered Him, and that the entrance into heaven 
wae in a meaeure at the disposition of the poor, ehe con- 
ceived euch an esteem for their condition, and undertook 
with such diligence to conciliate the affection and favor 
of thwe whom, ordinarily, persons of her condition deepiee 
and can with Wculty tolerate, that not content with 
distributing alms to them out of the abundance of her 
richa, emptying her graneriea, her treasury, and her 
purse to help them, depriving hereelf, moreover, of delica- 
c i a  that were prepared for her own table, ahe rigorously 
mortified her tender body by faets $and the tormenta of 
hunger to relieve them, constantly observed a etrict 
economy in order to satiefy them, and practised an aua- 
terity that knew no intermission, that they might be 
oomfortable; virtue8 that were all the more praiseworthy 
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and mexitorioua becaw with her they sprang from pure 
charity, and from the abundance of her own devotion, 
without her being wtra ined  or obliged thereto by any 
one. 

" What more can I say to you 1 This noble princees, 
renouncing all  the righta that n a t m  and her birth gave 
her, and sinking her deeiree in the one wish to serve and 
please God, during the life of her hueband, with hie per- 
mission, and preserving the righta which belonged to 
him, promised and observed a moat faithful obedience to 
her confeaeor. But after the death of her honored hua- 
band, considering the saintly life which until then she 
had lived as too imperfect, she assumed the habit of 
religion, and during her remaining yeam lived the life of 
a most perfect religious, honoring by her state, and by her 
wmtant practices, the sacred and adorable myateriea of 
the bitter pasaion and death of our Saviour. 0 bleseed 
woman1 0 admirable lady 1 0 meet Elhbeth 1 How 
truly appropriate indeed for you is that beautiful name, 
which signifies the fulneas and abunboe of God, since you 
so charitably supplied the wanfa of the famishing poor who 
are the images and repreeentativea of God, nay, are the 
deareat members of Hie Divine Son You have truly 
merited to be fed with the B d  of Angels, since you 
eo mercifully gave your own to the terrestrial angels 
and meaeengere of the King of Heaven 0 b l e d  and 
most noble widow I More fruitful in virtue than during 
your honorable married life you were in offspring, seeking 
in virtue that which nature seeme to have denied to 
women, you became a sublime warrior against the enemiea 
of our salvation ; you conquered them with the shield of 
faith, as the Apoatle says, the breastplate of justice, the 
sword of the spirit nnd of fervor, the helmet of salvation 
and the lance of peraeverana 

" She rendered herself worthy of the love of her I m m o ~  
97 
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ti1 Spause, united aa she waa always with the Queen of 
Virgins by the earneat affection which ehe had for her 
service, and by a moat perfect submiaaion, following her 
example by ahking her exalted position in the practicse 
of a most humble servant. Thue she imitatad her good 
patron Elizabeth, whose name she bore, and the venerable 
Zachary, walking simply and without reproach in the way 
of the commandmente of God, preserving by love the gracle 
of God in her innermost soul, the outward fruita of which 
were her faintly acte and her u n m i n g  good works. 
Cherishing and nouriehing this grace by a constant in- 
crease in virtue, she merited at the close of her life to be 
received lovinglr by Him in Whom alone we should place 
all our hope, Who reeervea to Himeelf ae a special right 
the power and o5ce of exalting the innocent and the 
humble, and Who delivered her from the bonda of death 
to place her upon the exalted throne of i n a d b l e  light. 
But whilet surrounded by the beautiee and riches of the 
eternal kingdom, and exulting in the oompany of the 
saints and angels, her spirit enjoyed the vieion of God, 
and was resplendent in the abyae of supreme glory, her 
charity led her, as it were, away from thie throne, in order 
to enlighten us who live in the darkness of the world, and 
to console us by a great number of miracles, by virtue of 
which faithful Catholics have grown strong and are 
gloriously fortified in faith and hope and oharity, infidels 
are enlightened and taught the true way of aalvation, and 
hardened heretics stand abashed, covered with shame and 
confueion. 

"For the enemies of the Church aee plainly, without 
any possibility of contradiction, that by the merits of her 
who during the imprisonment of this life waa a lover of 
the poor, fu l l  of sweetneee and mercy, who shed many 
tears, not so muoh for her own sins as, through her great 
charity, for thoee of othera, who hungered for justice, led 
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a most pure and innocent life, and who amidst the mn- 
tin& pernutions and reproache8 that were heaped upon 
her pmmed a stainless soul, and a calm and peaceful 
heart, they see that through the invocation of thia faithful 
spouse of Jeaue Christ, Life ia restored to the dead in a 
divine manner, sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, 
speech to the mute, and the power of walking to the lame. 
And thue the unhappy heretica, full of anger and hatred, 
in spite of their rage, and in spite of the poison with which 
they claimed to have infected all Qermany, are com- 
pelled to witness in this same cwuntzy the religion 
which they endeavored to destroy bursting fortb glori- 
ously and with unspeakable joy, to triumph over their 
malice and impiety. 

"!bese miracles having been attestad to us by proofa 
that admit of no contradiction, with the advice of our 
brothere, the venerable Patriarchs, Archbishops, and Bish- 
op,  and dl the other Prelates assembled in our Court, 
according to the duty of our office, which obligea us to 
watch diligently over whateoever tends and contributes to 
the increme of the glory of our Lord, we have inecribed 
her name in the Catalogue of the Sainte, enjoining etrictly 
upon you the mlemn celebration of her feast on the thir- 
teenth day of the calends of the month of December, 
whioh ie the day upon which, having broken the bonds of 
death, she took her flight to the source of supreme hap  
pineas, in order that through her pious intmcdon we 
may obtain that which she haa already obtained from her 
Redeemer and ie to enjoy for all eternity. Further, in 
order to eutercise the power which ie given us from on 
high to offer to all the faithful a foretaste of the delighta 
of the invisible court, and in order to exalt the name of 
the Most High, by causing many to visit and honor the 
sepulchre of Hie spouse, full of confidence in the mercy 
of the Almighty, by the authority of the Blessed Apoatlea 
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Saint Peter and Saint Paul, we memifully remit a year 
and forty days of penance to all, who, being mntrite and 
having mado a good confession, shall visit her tomb and 
offer there their prayers on her feast day, or on any day 
during the octava. 

"Given at Perugia on the Wends of June, the ninth 
year of our pontificate." 

Thie bull had hardly been published when the Holy 
Father felt, it would seem, the newsity of expreseing hie 
sentiments of love and admiration for the new Saint in 
a more pronounced and special manner. In looking fur 
some one to whom he might turn to expreas the emotions 
which filled hie heart, he thought of writing to a sovereign 
for whom he had a great affection, bemuse of hen piety 
and her devotion to the Holy Sea Tbie wee Beatrice, 
daughter of Philip, King of the Rornw, and wife of Fer- 
dinand 111, King of Castile and Leon, who was rrfterwarde 
canonized. On the 7th of June he wrote her a long letter, 
in which he extolled the virtuee of Ebbeth, applying to 
her many epithets from Holy Writ. In these days," he 
said to her, " there has been presented us, according to the 
expression of Jesus, the son of Sirach, an admirable vessel, 
the work of the Most High, destined to serve aa a furnace 
of charity by the fervor of her good worka.1 Thie veseel 
of election, consecrated to the Lord, is none other than 
St. Elizabeth, whose name may be intarpreted aa the 
ratisty of Qod, because ehe so often satisfied God in the 
person of His poor and sick. She nourished the Lord 
with three loaves, which ehe borrowed from her Ancient 
Friend in the night of her tribulation? the bread of truth, 
the bread of charity, and the bread of wurage. . . . This 
Elizabeth, eo in love with eternal happiness, eerved upon 
the table of the Master of heaven and earth three precioua 

1 Bcclur. XU, 8. a Luke xi, 6, 0. 
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dishcia ; re* all which He forbids, obeying in what- 
soever He mmmnnds, and performing all that He mun- 
aela . . . Yes, it is indeed of her that it is written: 
Admirabb verrel, work of the Mort High. Veeael admi- 
rable by the virtue of her humility, by the abjection of her 
body, by the tendernese of her compaon, whom all age4 
moreover, wi l l  admire1 . . . 0 veseel of election, vase1 
of mercy I thou haet offered to tyrants and to the great of 
this world the wine of true compunction I Behold, already 
one of them, thy brother Conrad, formerly Ladgrave, atill 
young, and cherished by the world and by men; yet thou 
haat eo intoxicated him with thie sacred drink, that he 
tramplea under foot all dignities, and caating aside every- 
thing, even to his tunic, haa made hie escape, thus stripped, 
from the hands of the wicked who crucify the Lord, to 
find refuge beneath the shelter of the Croee, with which 
he baa sealed his heart I Mo ld ,  likewh thy &tar, the 
virgin Agnes,' daughk of the King of Bohemia, whom 
thou haat also intoxicated with this same drink, and who 
at a tender age fled from the imperial splendors that were 
offered her, aa venomous reptiles, and eeieing the trium- 
phant banner of the Croea, threw herself before her Spouae, 
accompanied by a choir of holy virgins. . . . Work of 
the Moat High I a new work which the Lord haa created 
upon the earth, since Elizabeth embraced the Lord Jesus 
Christ in her heart; since by her love she conoeived Him, 
she placed Him in the world, she nourished Him. . . . 
Our enemy, the devil, has erected two great walla to 
couceal from our eyes the brightness of eternal light, 
ignoranca of the mind, and concupiecence of the fleeh. . . . 
But St. Elieabeth, sheltered in the eanctuary of her 
humiliw, overthrew this wall of ignorance and rliepelled 

1 We rpoke of thir prlncm in the Introduction, pp. 89 m d  84. She 
had refrued the hmd of the Emperor W e d c k  XI to found a convent 
of Cluer at Fhgue. See abo Chapter XXXIIL 

Private Use Only



422 LIFE OF ST. ELIZABETH 

this darkness of pride so as to enjoy the imwmsible 
light; she rooted up the vine of conoupiscence and placed 
a rein upon dl her affections, so as to find true love. . . . 
Bnd now she has been introduced by the Virgin Mother 
of God into the home of her celestial Spouae, she ia 
blessed among all women, and crowned with a diadem of 
ineffable glory ; and whilst she rejoim the Church Trium- 
phant by her presence, she glorifies the Church Militant by 
the splendor of her miracles. . . . Deamt daughter in 
Jesus Christ, we wished to place before you the example 
of St. Elizabeth, as the moat pmious pearl, for two 
reasons : bet, that you may often study y o d  in this 
minor to see that nothing ia concealed in the reoeesea of 
your conscience that may be offensive in the eyes of the 
Divine Majeety ; and then, that nothing may be wanting 
on your part that is essential to the garb of a celestial 
bride, and that when you are invited to appear before 
Beeudrue, that is before the Eternal ging, He will see 
you adorned with dl virtues, and clothed in good works. 
Given at Perugia, the 7th of the idea of June, in the ninth 
year of our pontificate.". 

The bull of canonization soon reached Germany, and 
was received there with enthusiasm. It seem to have 
been first published at Erfurt, where the ocoasion was 
observed by a festival which lasted ten days, during which 
the most genemu distributions were made among the 
poor? The Archbishop Siegfried of Mentz at  once fixed 
cr day for the exaltation and tfanslation of the body of the 
Saint, and deferred the date until the following spring, in 
order to give the bishop and the faithful of &many 

1 Until the year 1788 the cutom a m  ohrened of making dirk+- 
bntionr among the poor,in the cathedral, on the f w t  of St. Elizabeth. 
Galletti, G a d .  Thuring., Vol. XI, p. 276. It WM the rune at Marburg, 
according to the tertimony of the learned Crenrer, in hi8 Compendium 
qfhrnan Antipitier, cited by Mr. Stoedtler. 
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time to reaoh Marburg and aasiat thereat The let of 
May, 1236, wna designated for this purp0se.l Ba the day 
approached, the little city of Marburg and ita environs 
were inundated with an immense crowd of faithful people 
of all rank If we may credit contemporery historians, 
twelve hundred thousand soula, uaited by faith and fervor, 
were gathered together around the tomb of the humble 
Elizabeth. All nations, all tongues, eeemed to be repre- 
sented. Many pilgrim of both mea  came from France, 
from Bohemia, and from her native w u n ~ ,  the distant 
Hungary. n e y  were themeelvea aatoniehed at their own 
great numbers, and they said that for ceinturiee there had 
not been gathered together so many people as were there 
to honor dear St. Elizabeth. The whole family of Thu- 
ringia were of come present ; the Ducheee Sophie, her 
mother-in-law, the Dukes Henry and Conrad, her brothem- 
in-law, happy in being able thus solemnly to make repa-  
tion for the wrongs which ahe had so nobly pardoned 
them. Her four little children were a h  there with a 
great number of pMca and lords, priesta and preJatea 
Among the latter, beeidea the drahbiahop Siegfried of 
Mentz, who presided at the ceremony, there were the Arch- 
bishops of Cologne, Trevea, and Bmen ,  the Biahopa of 
Hamberg, Hdberstadt, Merseburg, Barnberg, Worms, Spire, 
Paderborn, and Hildesheim. Finally, the Emperor W d -  
erick II, then at the height of hie power and glory, re- 
conoiled with the Pope, reoently married to the young 
babella of England, so debrated for her beauty, the Em- 
peror h i d  mpended all hie ompatione and hie 

1 ThL ir the date glven by C h d u a  of Hehterbrch, the Ckomkm 
HiIddsiamr, m d  Rommel, Ria. of Blur, p. 880. The h d m  
Breviary, howevm, &el the f e u t  of the tranrhtlon on April 18; m d  
Cuuiua up th.t in hh b e  it w u  not celebrated until ?day 8, be- 
caw the p m d h g  day w u  the feut  of the Aportlw SS. Pbilip and 
Jamw. 
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military expeditions to yield to the attraction which drew 
to Marburg eo many of his subjects, and came publicly to 
render homage to her who had disdained to accept hie 
hand that she might give herself to (W. 

The Teutonic Knights, having 1-ed of the d v a l  of 
the Emperor, felt that it would be hpoaaible to disinter 
the body of the Saint in his presence, and resolved to 
anticipete the appointed day. Three daya before, the prior 
ULrio, accompanied by aeven brothem, enbed at night the 
church in which she rested, and after carefully closing sll 
the doom, opened the vault which contained her tomb. 
The stone which had enclosed it had no sooner been 
removed than a delicious perfume was exhaled from her 
aacred remaine. The religious weue Ued with admiration 
at this evidence of divine memy, the more eo as they 
knew she had been buried without aromatica or perfurnee 
of any kind. They found the bleeaed body intact, without 
any appearance of conuption, although, it had been buried 
nearly five yeare. Her hands were still joined upon her 
breset in the form of a croee. They wid to one another 
that undoubtedly this delicate and precious body gave 
forth no odor of corruption in death, becaw in life it 
had recoiled before no infection or Nth to relieve the poor. 
They removed it from the cofEn, and having wrapped it in 
purple, deposited it in cr leaden ahrine, which they then 
placed in the vault without closing it, a0 that there might 
be no difficulty in raising it at the time of the ceremony. 

At length, on the firat of May, at daybreak, the multi- 
tude assembled about the church, and the Emperor waa 
able with difficulty to make hia way through the crowd and 
reach the entranca He appeared penetrated with dev* 
tion and humility, going barefooted, clothed in a simple 
gray garment, auch as had been worn by the glorious Saint 
whom he had come to honor. On his head, however, he 
wore the imperial brown. Around him were the prince8 
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and electors of the empire, likewise orowned, and the 
bishops and abbota with their mitree. This stately p w  
d o n  moved towarda the tomb of St. Elizabeth. Then 
it was, says one of her historians, that all the humilia- 
tionn and self-abnegation which the dear saintly lady had 
suffered on earth were repaid with honor and glory. The 
Emperor wished to be the h t  to d e a d  into the vault 
and raise the stone which covered it. The aame pure and 
heavenly perfume which had before surprised and charmed 
the religious was at once exhaled over all who were pres- 
ent, and intenaihd the eentimenta of fervent piety which 
animated them. The bishop wished themelvee to lift 
the sacred body from the tomb, and the Empemr a h  
assisted them. He kissed the cob fervently, ae soon as 
he saw it, and raised it with them. It wae immediately 
sealed with the bishop' seals, and then d e d  solemnly 
by them, and by the Emperor, amidst a concert of voioea 
and instruments, to the place which had been prepared for 
the erpoeitioa 
In the mantime an impatient eagernee8 f ibd the hearb 

of these thousands of faithful people, who mowded about 
the enclosure, waiting to obtain a view of the saintly 
relics, longing to gaze upon them, to touch them, to cover 
them with their kiasee. 0 happy land I " they exolahed, 

blessed with such a trust, guardian of such treasure l 
0 happy day, upon which this treasure is revealed I "  
Finally, when the procession arrived in the midst of the 
people, when they beheld the precious body borne upon the 
shouldera of the Emperor, the princes, and the prelates, and 
breathed the sweet perfume which it euhaled, their enthu- 
siaem h e w  no bounds, 0 most bleaeed little body I " they 
cried, that haat found such favor with the Lord, and 
poeeeseeat such virtue of healing men 1 Who would not 
be attracted by this fragrant perfume ? Who would not be 
captivated by the wonderful sanctity and the marvellous 
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beaub of this saintly women? Let heretica tremble, 
let the perfidious Jews be terrified I The faith of Eliza- 
beth haa confounded them. Thie ie ehe who wae looked 
upon ae a fool, and her folly hae confounded all the 
wisdom of this world 1 The angela have honored her 
tomb. And behold all the people who are gathered 
here; the Roman Emperor himeelf, and the great lords, 
approach her with humility 1 See the admirable mercy 
of the Divine Majeaty l Behold her who, while living, 
despised the glory of the world, who shunned the society 
of the great, now magnificently honored by the sovereign 
majeety of the Pope and of the Emperor 1 She alwaye 
ahoee the loweat place, eat upon the ground, slept in the 
duet; now she is lifted up and borne by royal hands I . . . 
Bnd it is rightfully so, for ehe made hemelt poor, selling 
all that ahe had that ahe might purchase the inestimable 
pearl of eternity I "  

The sacred body having been arpoeed to p u b h  venera- 
tion, the Holy Sacrifioe was solemnly offered in her honor, 
the Maea proper of the Saint being eung by the drchbishop 
of Mente. At the offertory the Emperor approached the 
ahrine and placed a crown of gold 1 upon the head of dear 
St. Elizabeth, saying, " Since I could not crown her in life 
aa my empress, I wish at leaat to crown her today as an 
immortal queen in the kingdom of God." He added a 
golden bowl, which he had been aocuetomed to uae on 
festival occasions ; and later on the skull of the Saint was 
en0104 in it. He himself then escorted the young Duke 
Hermann, son of the Saint, and the Empreea oonducted the 
young princes~es, Sophia and Gertrude, to the place of offer- 
ing. The aged Dqchsse Sophia, and her sons Henry and 
C o d ,  also drew near the glorioua remains of her whom 
they had too long ignored, remained for a considerable 

According to hintorian, it wer worth 4600 florin#. The Padonup 
myr that it ww the Emperor', own crown. 
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time in prayer, and made offering of generous gifts in her 
honor. The nobility and the people prwed forward at 
the same time to the foot of the altar, where they eaw 
her ehrine, to do her homage by their offerings. The faith- 
ful of each of the different countries represented by the 
assemblage deeired to perform the sacred offices in the 
manner, and with the religious music, to which they were 
accustomed in their own oountry, which added greatly to 
the duration of the wemoniea The offeringe were of 
almoet incredible number and value ; to these pious soula 
nothing seemed quite suflicient to adorn and embellish thb 
bed, bloesoming with miracles, upon which dear St. E l b  
beth rested. The women gave their rings, their neck 
ornaments, and all aorta of jewels; others, even then, 
offered chalices, miasale, and sacerdotal ornaments for the 
great and beautiful church whioh they demanded should 
be built at once in her honor, that ehe might rsst therein 
with the honor due her, and that her eoul might thence 
be the more dieposed to invoke GCod for her brethren, 

But presently another miracle appeared, to add yet more 
to the public veneration, and to prove the constant solici- 
tude of our Lord for the glory of Hia Saint. On the 
following morning, upon opening the shrine, secured by 
the seal of the bishop, in which the sacred body rested, 
it was found bathed in an extremely b e  and delicate oil, 
which d i f b d  a perfume like to that of the moat precious 
spikenard. Thie oil flowed, drop by drop, from the relicx 
of the Saint, like benefloent dew from heaven; and aa 
thwe drops were gathered up, or wiped away, others 
almost imperceptible appeared at once, fonning a sort of 
vaporous perspiration. 

At the eight of th ia the clergy and the faithful were 
moved to increaeed gratitude to the Divine Author of so 
many miracles, and enthusiasm for her who war, the object 
of them. With that penetration which is the gift of faith, 
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they graaped at once the myetic and eymbolid eeme of 
this phenomenoa 

0 beautiful miracle I " they exclaimed, worthy of her, 
reaponaive to a l l  our prayere I This body, which haa been 
used and broken in eo many exeroieea of piety and morti- 
fication, exhales a sweet perfume, aa though the alabaster 
vase had been broken which wntained the precious balm 
of St. Magdalene. Her body dietila a sweet and holy oil, 
because her whole life overflowed with works of mercy, 
and as oil floats upon the a u h  of all liquida into which 
it ia poured, so the mercy of God surmounts all Hie judg- 
mente. It flowe especially from her feet, because they so 
often bore her to the cot- of the poor, and whemwver 
ehe found any misery to relieve. Thie dear Elizabeth, 
like a beautiful and fruitful olive ~IW, bloeeoming with 
the flowers and exhaling the perfumes of virtue, received, 
like oil, the gift at once of giving light, of nourishing, and 
of healing. How many affiicted s o d ,  how many suffering 
bodiea has she not healed by her charity and by the ex- 
ample of her aanctity I How many thoueanda of the poor 
she has fed and satisfied with her own bread I By how 
many miraclea haa she not enlightened the whole Churoh I 
With good reason, then, this sweet fluid, this fragrant oil, 
cornea to proclaim the sanctity of her who shone with a 
light so pure, healed with so much sweetnees, nourished 
with such generosity, and who throughout her whole life 
ehed so rich and fragrant a perfume." 1 

1 Thore who ue at all familiar with the ucetic and legendary 
writings of the Middle Age8 will not fail to recogdm the profoundly 
rymbolical meaning which ir here attributed to oil. There w Dome 
admirable paanagea upon thb subject in St. Bernud, rerm. 16, rupa 
Cantica, and S t  Gregory, Cap. 6, I n  Rq. A good rummuy of these 
view8 will alwa be found at the end of the legend of St  Walborge, by 
Bbhop Philip of Eichrtrdt, in the Therannu of Canhior, Vol. IV, 
p. 260. Beridea St. Ehbeth, mention b made of St Hedrriger, her 
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This preciou~ oil was gathered up with religim care 
and great zeal by the people, and many curee were ob- 
tained by the use of it in caaea of severe illneaa or of 
dangerou~ wounda 

So many celestial favors conwmted by the supreme 
mice of the Church, and the honor6 which she had so 
solemnly decreed to the new Saint, could not but increase 
the number and the fervor of the faithful who m e  to 
her tomb, seeking either food for their piety or relief for 
their ills ; her glory spread throughout the whole Christian 
world; it drew to Marburg a crowd of pilgrims as great 
aa that which flocked from all pwta of Empe to the tomb 
of St. James of Cornpoetella. 

Numerous m W e a  were the result of the tender con- 
fidence which led so many of the faithful poor to undertake 
so long and painful a journey. 

Among all those of which the legends and chronicla 
have preserved for us an account, we will mention here 
two only, which eeem to ua to be of an especially pathetic 
character, and both of which clearly indiate the extent 
to which the faith in our Saint and the love which she 
inspired had been rapidly spread and deeply implanted, 
even in the moet distant countriee. 

I t  was but natural that the devotion to Elizabeth should 
spread especially in Hungary where she was born, and 
that the awunta of her eaintly life and the newa of her 
canonization should excite intense joy and admiration in 
a country to which she belonged in an eapecial manner. 
At this time there were living at Strigonia, Hungary, an 
upright and devout father and mother, whose only 
daughter, a young child, had just died. They were 
plunged in intenee grief by her death. Afkr many tean, 
aunt, 8L Wdburge, 8t  Catherhe, 8t. DemWru martyr, md srpedrlly 
St. Nicholu of Myra, among the 8rinta whome mm.iar d v e d  the 
prlrilep of &tilling a d u t y  oil. 
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and lamentations they retired, but oould not refruin from 
talking atill during a portion of the night of their great 
sorrow. The mother, however, falling into a light deep, 
had a vision whit& inspired her to take the body of her 
deceaaed daughter to the tomb of S t  Elizabeth in C ~ F  
many. On awaking ahe t w b d  in God, and eaid to her 
husband, "Do not let us bury our poor child yet, but 
take her with faith to S t  Elizabeth, whom our Lord 
honors with ao many mhdee, that by her prayera life 
may be mtored to her." The husband allowed h i d  to 
be convinced by hie wife'e inspitation. In the morning, 
when people were expecting to see the body of the child 
brought to the church and buried, the father and mother, 
to the great astonishment of every one, placed it in a 
basket and etarted off to carry it to the aanatuary of 
Elizabeth, heedleas of the murmurs and the derieion of 
the epectatora. They journeyed on for thirty daye, in the 
midst of team and fatigues and trials of every kind. 
But at the end of this time Qod had compeesim upon 
their faith and their a m w ,  and yielding to the merits of 
Hie dear Elizabeth, returned the innocent soul of this child 
to the inanimate body which was offered to Him with eo 
much simplicity, and restored it to lifa Deepite their 
unbounded joy, the parents still wished to accomplish 
their pilgrimage to St. Elizabeth; they brought their re- 
euacitated daughter with them to Marburg. After hav- 
ing made their act of thanksgiving there, they returned to 
Hungary to enjoy their miraculous happinew. Thia same 
young woman afterwards accompanied to Germany a 
daughter of the King of Hungary, given in marriage to 
the Duke of Bavaria, Returning with her princess to 
Ratisbon, she there entered a Dominican convent, of which 
ehe became the prioress, and in which she waa etill living 
in great sanctity when Theodoric wrote her life. 

At the other -extremity of Europe, in England, there 
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waa at about thia time a noble lady, who, after lidng 
twenty years with her hueband, saw him die childleas, to 
her great regret. To coneole hareelf in her widowhood 
and lonelinese, ehe clothed h e d  in a gray habit, cut off 
her hair, and adopted twelve poor persona aa her children. 
She lodged them in her own how,  nourished and clothed 
them, and waahed and served them with her own hands. 
Wherever she met a poor or suffering person, she went 
to him and offered him alme for the love of Qod and of 
St. Elizabeth ; for she had heard Elizabeth epoken of and 
loved her mare than anything in the world, and more than 
all the other Sainta of God. The thought of her dear 
Saint was ever present to her heart; night and day ahe 
meditated upon her b l e d  life. 

In Qod'a appointed time this noble and piom lady died. 
In the midat of sorrow which her death had awakened, 
her oonfeeaor came to say to those who were mourning for 
her, that she must be taken to the tomb of St. Elizabeth, 
became while living ahe had made a vow to go there. 
Her frienda$oIlowing his couneel, crowd the sea, travelled 
a long distanoe by land, and after a journey of seven 
weeke arrived at Marburg. After they had invoked the 
Saint with great fervor, the body of the piom lady eud- 
denly revived, and she returned to life saying, "How 
happy I am I I have rested upon the breast of St. 
Elizabeth." Her frienda wished to take her back to 
England, but ahe refused to leave the plaoes sanctified by 
her celestial friend; and ahe lived there @xm peare a 
moat saintly life, but in perfect silence, speaking abeolutdy 
to no one save her confessor. He having aaked her one 
day why she obsemed th ia silence, ahe replied, " Whilst I 
rested on the breast of Elizabeth, I had too much happi- 
new and joy to bcupy myaelf now with anything else 
but to regain that happineaa for all eternity I " 

amidst these beautiful and touching acts of homage, 
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offered in exchange for ao many bleseinga and so many 
graces, the body of our dear Elizabeth mted for three 
oenturiea under the vaulta of her magnzcent churoh, 
and under the protection of the Knighta of the Teutonio 
Order, wnetant Crusaders of the Faith. But her heart, that 
moat noble part of her, was aaked for and obtained by God- 
trey, Biahop of Cambray, aolemnly translated by him to hie 
eapioopal city, and placed under the altar of his c a t h e w  
Neither hiatory nor tradition.revea1 to ua the motivea which 
could have inducad the faithful of Heam to part with eo 
precious a treaaure, in favor of a distant dioeea But 
who would not recognim therein a m ysterious diepensation 
of Providence, which would have this hesrt, ao tender and 
pure, reet at Cambray near another heart, worthy of hen, 
by ita humility, its charity, and ita d e n t  love of God, the 
hart  of Fenelon 1 

In the meantime devotion to St. Elizabeth spread 
throughout the whole Christian world; while thousanda 
of pilgrims came to honor her tomb, numeroue churches 
sprang up, at dietant pointa, under her invocation; 
everywhere, and especially at Trevee, Stmbmg, Caasel, 
Winchester, Prague, and throughout Belgium, convents, 
hospitals, aayluma of moral and phpical suffering, took 
her aa their patroness and protectress near God. Her 
festival, purauant to the ordea of the Sovereign Pontiff, 
was also observed by the entire Church, and in aome locali- 
tie8 with. a ceremony and pomp quite peculiar. !Che dio- 
c e ~  of Hildeaheim waa especially diitinguiehed for the 
solemnity with which this beautiful feaet waa debrated 
there, and for the harmony of the chanta which resounded 
in her honor, in the beautiful cathedral built in honor 
of Mary, around the gigantic mebuah of Louie le Debon- 
naire. Innocent IV, almost immediately upon ascending 
the ponti0cal throne, granted an indulgence of a year and 
forty days to thoee who should visit the church and the 

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



tomb at Marburg during the laet three days of Holy 
Week. Sixtus IV granted an indulgence of fifty yeam 
and as many quarantinea to all the faithful who, being 
duly penitent and having confegeed their sins, should vieit 
the chumhes of the order of St. Francia, in honor of St. 
Elizabeth, on the day of her feast. And at Rome to-day an 
indulgence of a hundred years may be gained in one of 
the seven basilica8 of the eternal city, that of the Holy 
Crosa of Jerusalem, and at the church of St. Mary of the 
Angels ; and further, a plenary indulgence at the Church of 
the Third Order, known aa 85. Coemas and Damian near 
the Forum. Nor were the rich inspkationa of the liturgy, 
of true C .  poetry; wanting to our Saint. Sequences, 
hymne, and numerous anthem were composed and used 
generally in her honor ; the religious orders, and especially 
those of St. Francis, St. Dominic, Citeaux, and Pdmontd, 
dedicated, each of them, a special office to her. Thsee 
outpourjnga of faith and gratitude for her glory, by con- 
temporary generations, had that pealiar charm of natv6te, 
grace, and tender piety which characterieea the ancient 
liturgies, to-day eo cruelly forgotten And thus wtu, 
realized and fulfilled, for that E lhbe th  whom we have 
seen so full of humilty and contempt of self, the whole 
circle of those diatinguiahed honore, those ineffable mom- 
pensea, that incomparable glory, which the Church has 
created and reserved for her SBinta 
Yes, I say it without fear, Sainta of God, what glory is 

comparable to youra 1 What human memory is cherished, 
preserved, and consecrated like unto yourel What pop 
ularity is there which can be compared to yours in the 
he& of Christian people? Had you but sought this 
human glory, the contempt of which ie your faireat title, 
your most earnest efforta could not have raised you to that 
which you have acquired in trampling it under your feet. 
Conquerors,  legislator^, great writere, men of genius are 

%a 
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forgotten, or shine forth only at certain intervals in the 
vacillating memories of men ; the great majority of them 
remain indifferent and u~~known. But you, 0 blessed 
children of the earth which you glorify, and of heaven 
which you populate, you are known and loved by every 
Chrietian, for every Christian baa at least one among you 
as hia friend, his patron, the mddant  of his sweeteat 
thoughts, the depository of his anxious hopes, the pro- 
tector of his happiness, the consoler of his eomwsl 
Linked with the eternal existence of the Church, you are 
Like her, impassible and immutable in your glory. Emh 
year, at least once, the sun rises on your invocation ; and 
in every quarter of the globe thousands of Christiane 
d u t e  and congratulate one another simply because they 
have the happineea of bearing your name. And this 
sacred name is celebrated, chanted, proclaimed in every 
sanctuary of the Faith, by thousands of innocent and pure 
voices; voices of epotleaa virgins, vo im of heroes of 
charity, voices of Levitee and Prieate, from the Supreme 
Pontiff to the humble religious in his d, who thus in 
unison respond, with an echo the most beautiful on earth, 
to the concert of the angels in heaven. Onoe more, Saints 
of God, what glory is to be compared with yours 1 
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CHAPTER XXXIII 

As TO WHAT BECAME OF THE CHILDREN AND RELATIONS 
OF DEAR ST. ELIZABETH MTEB HEB DEATH; THE 
MANY GREAT SAINTS WHO S P U N 3  FROM HER RACE 

0 qurm pulchrr eat cuta g e n e d o  cum cluitate; immortalIa eot 
enim memorln illlur ; quoninrn et spud h u m  no& eat et rpud homher, . . . in perpatuum coronrts triumphrt, incoinqrrinrtorum csrtunfnum 
praemlum rincenr. - SAP. IV, I,%. 

I SHUL be pardoned, I am sure, for giving here some 
brief details regarding the fate of Elizabeth's children, as 
well as that of the principal pemw who have figured in 
the history of her precious life. 

Following the order in which the l a t h  departed this 
life, we first fhd King Andrew, the father of our Saint. 
From the moment of redeiving news of her death, he had 
been plunged in profound wmw, produced especially by 
the thought that he had been unable to appreciate and 
sufEciently honor his child'e virtue, and that he had eo 
easily resigned himeelf to leaving her in misery and 
humiliations. He had the consolation, however, of seeing 
her sanctity recognized by the Church and proclaimed to 
the Chrietian world ; but shortly after her canohtion 
he died himeelf. 

Sophia, Elizabeth's mother-in-law, a h  died in 1238, 
after having assisted at the solemn translation of her 
whose high destiny she had w long ignored. She was 
buried in the convent of St. Catherine at Eieenach, which 
her husband, Duke Hermann, had founded. 
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The most fervent of the sdmirens and champions of the 
Saint, her brother-in-law, Conrad, did not long survive &e 
signal reparation which he made for the wrongs he had 
done her in former daya His piety, couxage, and great 
modesty caused him to be elected Grand Master of the 
Teutonio Order, which he had entered through a spirit 
of penance. He devoted his abilities and hia wealth, in 
great measure, to the conetruction of the basilica at 
Marburg which beare Elizabeth's name, and of which he 
had the glory of being the founder. It was without doubt 
in order to supembe more closely thie great work, or per- 
h a p  through affection for the placea made eacred by hie 
esintly eister, that he chose the city of Marburg aa the 
centre and home of the order of which he wae the head, 
and that he built there the palace d e d  the Cbmmandq, 
the remaine of which are atill to be eeen. Hie prolonged 
sojourn in Heeee did not prevent him from direoting the 
new development which the Teutonic Order achieved in 
Pruesia, where the Duke of Maaovia had d e d  him to 
the help of the Christians against the pagane. C o d  
fought there with ability and courage; he extended the 
new poseeeaions of the order, and received from the Pope 
the investiture of this province, whioh waa destined to 
become the theatre of the moat brilliant sncceseee of the 
order. But before ending hie life he wiehed to return 
again to Rome ; rind having arrived there, he fell eeriouely 
ill. During thie illness he attained such a degree of 
interior, as well ee eensible, purity, that he could not, 
without intense pain, endure the presence of any one who 
had committed a mortal sin. Thoee who attended him 
found that they were obliged to abetain from all sin. He 
had aa hie confeseor the Abbot of Hagen, of the Order of 
Citeaux. One day aa this venerable d i o u e  approached 
hie bed, he saw that he waa wrapt in an ecstasy. When 
the Prince m e  to himself again, the abbot aaked him 
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what he had eeen in hie viaion " I  was before the 
tribunal of the Eternal Judge," replied Conrad, and my 
future lot was under severe consideration Finally justice 
wished that I should be condemned to five year~ in pur- 
gatory. My good sister Elizabeth approached the kibunal 
and obtained for me the remieaion of thia punishment. 
You may know therefore that I ehall die of this illness, 
and that I shall enjoy eternal glory!' He died, in fact, 
after having directed that hie body should be taken to 
Marburg, to reat neer the Saint, in the church which he 
had commenced for her. Hie tomb may atill be eeen, 
upon which he ia represented devoutly ssleep in the Lord, 
holding in hia hand the cord which he presented to the 
people to scourge him on the ruin8 of Fritelar? 

If Conrad was able to make complete reparation for al l  
hi8 offences against God and St. Elizabeth, it was not so 
with her other brother-in-law, Henry Raepe, whose life 
wae painfully interwoven with that of the children of 
our Saint, of whom we are about to ape& The children 
appear in all the records that we have found concerning 
them, penetrated with gratitude to God for having deigned 
to make them children of a saint, and justly proud before 
men of eo glorioue an origin; in all their ahartera and 
other ofacial acta, they invariably note their distinguiebing 
quality of son or daughfcr of 8. Elirccbcth, before all other 
titles of sovereignty or nobility. Two of them, her two 
youngmt daughters, the eecond Sophia and Gertrude, a m -  
pleted their lives peacefully in the retreata which they 
had chosen for themselves, in the society of virgins con- 
secrated to our Lord, one of them at Kitzingen and the 
other at Aldenberg, near Wetelar. Both became abbesw 
of their monasteries. Gertrude was elected in 1249, and 
governed her houee for forty-nine years; ehe walked 
worthily in the footatep of her mother, by hen piety and 

1 See above, p 406. 
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her genemi@ to the poor ; miracles even were attributed 
to her, and she alwaya bore the name of B l e d  She 
died August 16,1297, a t  the age of seventy yeam At the 
request of the Emperor, Louie of Bavaria, Pope Clement 
VI granted indulgences to those who observed her feast. 
Her tomb is still seen at  Aldenberg, as well aa many pre- 
cioua relice of her saintly mother, whioh ahe had gathered 
together with loving care. 

Elizabeth's other two children, her son Hermann and 
the eldest of her daughters, Sophia, had a very different 
fate, and were, aa their mother had been, viotima of the 
injustice of their fellow-men. 

Hermann, in 1239, having m h e d  the age of aixteen 
years, had taken possession of the estates of hie father, 
which hh uncle, Duke Henry, had administered until 
then. Soon afterwards he made a journey to France to 
visit the saintly King Louia IX, and found himeelf, aa we 
have seen, in the full court of Saumur, where his character 
as son of St. Elizabeth attracted universal homage, and 
where Queen Blanche of Castile especially bestowed upon 
him marks of the moat tender affection.' He married 
Helen, daughter of Duke Otho of Brunewick. Everything 
promised for thie young prince a brilliant and happy 
future, when he died at eighteen yeam of age, in 1241, at 
Creuzburg, where he was born. Hia premature death was 
generally attributed to poieon adminiatered to him by a 
woman named Bertha of Seebach, at the instigation of his 
unworthy uncle Henry. Before breathing his last, the 
unfortunate young man signified his desire to be buried 
at Marburg near his blessed mother; but Henry, who 
seized at once upon the sovereignty, was unwilling to 
grant him even this consolation; and fearing lest hie 
mother would raise him from the dead, aa she had so 
many others, he had his remains taken to the aepulchm 

1 See above, p. 868. 
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of the dukes, at Reinhartah,  where his sepulchral stone 
may etill be seen by the side of that of hie father. 

Henry Raspe, now the sole master and legitimate heir 
of the vaat posseasions of the house of Thuringia, soon 
became the leader of the opposition aroused more and 
more every day in Germany by the attempta of the Em- 
peror Frederick I1 against the independence of the n+ 
bility and the righta of the Church. Pope Inn-t IV 
having fulminated agninet Frederick, at the Council of 
Lyons, a sentence of depition, the Duke of Thuringia 
naturally found himeelf in the ranks to supeisede him. 
Although we may believe that the imperial crown was the 
objeet of his supreme ambition, he protected, nevertheless, 
his incapacity ; but the Pope urged him to devote himself 
to the welfare of Christianity, and sent him material aid. 
He allowed himself to be e l e d  King of the Romans, at 
the Diet of Frankfort in 1240, and was crowned the fol- 
lowing year. He waged war with some success againat 
Frederick and his son Conrad, but did not long enjoy hie 
new dignity. I n  1248 death called him away in his turn ; 
and although he had been married three times, he left no 
children. Christian people recognized in this extinction 
of his race the just chaatieement of hie perfidy to Elizabeth, 
and of the crime which waa imputed to him against his 
nephew. He had requested, however, that his heart 
should be deposited in the Dominican convent which he 
had founded at Eisenach, in expiation of his misdeeds 
towards his sister-in-law. 

Upon his death Thuringia waa given over to all the 
horrors of a long war of eucceasion. The male descent 
of the ancient dukes of Thuringia being extinguished in 
the person of King Henry, his vast posseasions devolved 
upon the female line. Accordingly Sophia, the eldest of 
the daughters of St. Elizabeth and Duke Louis, married, 
as we have seen, to the Duke of Brabant, Henry 11, the 
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Magnanimous (celebrated among other titlee for hie devb 
tion to bhe Order of Citsaux), presented hemlf to receive 
the inheritance of her father, in her own name, ea well ae 
in that of her son Henry, called the W, three yema 
of age only. She waa recognieed without much d B d t y  
in Heaae, which she governed during the minority of her 
son with much wisdom and energy. But for Thuringia 
ehe found a formidable competitor in her own cousin 
Henry, called the IZ2ustrim, Margrave of Mienia, son 
of Guta, sister of Duke Louis and King Henry. Thie 
prince, profiting by the diseensione which had broken out 
in Thuringia immediately after the death of Henry, and 
by those, too, which were disrupting the whole Empire, 
s~lcceeded in getting poeeesaion of a great part of Thurin- 
gia, and notably of the cmtle of Wartbug. There waa no 
longer an emperor univerdy recognized to render juetice 
in the Holy Roman Empire aince the fall of the house of 
Swabia Sophia obtained the aesistance of a brave and 
devoted prince, Albert, Duke of Bmwiok. But in epite 
of all the efforta of thia ally, in spite of the courage with 
which Sophia hemelf took part in all the expeditions of 
the war, Henry eucoeeded in retaining the authority which 
he had usurped. I wil l  not enter into the  detail^ of tihie 
cruel contest ; I will note merely aome significant trait8 
of Sophia's character, which will illustrate how the people, 
faithful to the 111emory of their dear Saint, had associated 
with the cause of her desoendanta all the prestige of 
poetry and tradition. 

I t  is said that in the firat conference that took place 
between Sophia and the Margrave, the latter showed a 
disposition to listen to hia couein; but while they were 
talking, hie marshal, Lord Scblottheim, took him one aide 
and a i d  to him, My Lord, what are you going to do 1 If 
it were possible for you to have one foot in heaven and the 
other upon Wartburg, it would be necessary for you to with- 
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draw the one from heaven in order to have a better hold 
upon Wartburg." Henry allowed himself tobe oonvinoed, 
and going to the Duchess, eaid to her, My dear oonein, I 
shall have to refl& upon these matters, and take oound 
with my vaseale." Then Sophia burst into teara, and 
taking her glove from her right hand, flung it into the air, 
saying, 0 enemy of all jmtice I I mean thou, Satan, I 
&q thee my glove; take it, and with it all perfidiom 
counaellonr" The glove was matched up in the air and 
disappeared, and sometime aftercRerda the counsellor died 
a miserable death. 

Later, in 1254, in a m n d  oonfmce, Sophia, deepaking 
of convincing her rival by reason, or overcoming him by 
force, thought that she might appeal to his religious senti- 
menta ; she brought with her one of the bones of the body 
of her sainted mother, and demanded that he should swear 
upon the sacred relic of her who had so greatly honored 
Thuringia that he believed her authority in that country 
to be founded upon right and justice. The noble and touch- 
ing faith of the daughter in the influence of her mother and 
the mmcience of her adversary wee deoeived. Henry 
swore without hesitation, and hie oath wee sumported by 
that of twenty of hie knighta 

The inhabitants of Eisenach had declared thernselvea 
energetically in favor of Sophia, ee though they wanted to 
atone for their former ingratitude to St. Elierrbeth by their 
devotion to her daughter. They even besieged Wartburg, 
where the Margrave's forces were garrisoned, and built two 
forte, the better to block the castle. But Henry eurprieed 
the city by night, and through treachery got posseseion of 
it. He put to death many of the citizens who were parti- 
sans of the daughter and of the grandeon of Elizabeth. In 
order to terrify the others, he had the barbarity to order 
their moat zealous representative, a man named Welepeche, 
to be attached to an engine of war and precipitated from 
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the heights of Wartburg into Eisenach. The intrepid 
citizen, aa he was hurled through the air, continued to cry 
out, l r  Thuringia still belonga to the Child of Brabant." 
Tradition records that he was subjected three timee to this 
torture, repeating constant1 y the same words, " Thuringia 
belongs to the Child of Brabant," and that he died only 
after hie third fall. 

Sophia soou afterward8 arrived from Hease before Eisen- 
ach, and approached the gate of St. George, which she 
found c l o d  She summoned the inhabitants to open it, 
and aa she received no reply, seizing an axe she s t ~ c k  a 
violent blow upon the oaken door, making eo deep an 
indentation that it could be seen two hundred yeam a f t e ~  
wards. 

Finally, in 1266, Albert, the Duke of Brunswick, being 
completely beaten and made a prisoner by the Margrave's 
eon, i t  was neceesary to come to eome definite agiwment. 
Sophia was obliged to renounce all claim to Thuringia, 
which remained the exclusive right of the house of 
&nia I n  return, tho sovereignty of Hesse was guaran- 
teed to her son, Henry the Child, and his poateriq. Thie 
diviaion of the two provinces has continued ever since, and 
the present houses of Heme and Saxony are descendante 
of the two rival princes whose rights were determined by 
this treaty. Sophia did not die until 1284, at the age of 
sixty years, after spending her whole life in watching over 
the prosperity of her country aud her family. She rests at 
Marburg, in the same tomb with her son, and in the church 
consecrated to her sainted mother. Her statue may be seen 
there, recumbent and in prayer, according to the custom of 
Catholic agea, and having at her side the eon, still a child, 
over whom she had watched with so much courage and 
maternal solicitude. Her figure ia all worn away by the 
kiesea of pilgrims who bestowed upon her some of theu 
love for her mother. 
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Henry I, called the Child, the son of Sophia, and fh t  
sovereign of Hesse as a eeparate and independent State, 
reigned until 1308 with much glory, and surrounded by 
the affection of his people, whom he successfully protected 
against pillage m d  invasion. He waa sixty-five yeam of 
age at the time of his death, although he is represented 
aa a little child in the monument in which he appears 
with his mother. He is the parent stem of all the d i f f e ~  
ent branches of the h o w  of H e m  with whom moet of the 
reigning falniliea of Europe are allied, sharing thue in the 
glorious privilege of having St. Elizabeth as an ancestor. 

After having given these particulars ~.egarding ELiza- 
beth's descendants, may I be permitted to say a word 
concerning the saintly charsotere that we find in the 
family from which she heraelf sprang, and upon whom 
her example necessarily exerted a powerful influence 1 Of 
the maternal line, her aunt, St. Hedwiges, Duchess of 
Poland and Silesia, swived lzer ; and as we have seen that 
the reputation of thie princeee for piety had made a strong 
impmion upon Eliriabeth while yet a mere child, we may 
readily believe that the Duchess Hedwigea was in no small 
degree fortified in her fervor and her austerities by the 
amounts which she must have received of the admirable 
life of her young niece, and by the solemn proclamation 
of her blessed immortality in heaven and on earth. 
Hedwigea would hem to have been eager to prese for- 
ward in the footsteps of her who, while younger, had yet 
gained in advance that haven which they were both dea- 
tined to reach so gloriously. Upon the death of E l k -  
beth, a veil which the Saint had need was sent to her. 
Hedwigea cherished this precious relic with the p h t  
veneration and wore it till the moment of her death ; 
and certainly no one d d  be more worthy to put on this 
symbolic garment. Married at the age of twelve to Duke 
Henry the Bearded, after having had s t  children, while 
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still quite young, she and her hueband made a vow to live 
thereafter as brother and sister. She persuaded him to 
found a grand abbey for the religious of Citeaux, in a place 
where he had fallen into a deep swamp, from which an 
angel had reacued him by reaching him a branch. This 
monastery wae called Trebnitc, becaw when the Duke 
aeked the new religious what they needed, they replied 
that they needed nothing - in Polish, t d a  sip Hed- 
wiges had her daughter Gertrude elected abbeee of this 
house, to which she shortly afterwade retired herself, and 
where, with the permiasion of her husband, she took the 
habit of a religious, but without taking the vow either 
of obedience or of poverty, in order not to be restricted in 
her charities. In her humiliatione and her extraordinary 
mortifications, she emulated throughout her. life her eaintly 
niece. In reading the account of the incredible auateri- 
tics which she inflicted upon her frail and delicate body, 
one asks himeelf which ia most to be admired, the indomi- 
table strength of her will, or the wonderful help given by 
our Lord to U e n  nature, eager to rise again to Him. She 
anxiously sought for the lowest plaoein al l  thine. Deeply 
penetrated with that spirit which saved the Canaanite 
woman of the Goepel, and which led her to claim from 
Jmus the crumbs that fell from the table of the children 
of God, Hedwigee often wished for no other food than the 
crumbs which fell from the table of the monks and religious 
whom she loved to serve. But it was eepecially in her 
good charity aud the intern compassion of her heart 
that she emulated our dear Elizabeth. # She had 80 ten- 
der a heart, " says a pious hagiographer, # that she could 
not see any one weeping without shedding tears freely, 
nor rest herself, when she saw others in trouble or af8ic- 
tion. She always had poor people who eat at her table, 
whom she served on her knees before sitting down hereelf. 
Often, when no one observed her, she would kias the foot- 
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step of the poor who had passed by, honoring in them 
Jesus Christ, Who, being the King of glory, made Him- 
eelf poor for ua She loved the poor and poverty so ten- 
derly and ps ionatdy that she bought from them the 
moreels of bread that the religiom had given them in 
charity, which she eat and frequently kissed ee the bread 
of angels, and aa eomething sacred. Among othere, she 
had thirteen of the most needy poor in honor of our Re- 
deemer Jesue Christ and Hie Apostles, whom ehe took 
with her wherever she went, taking w e  that they were 
comfortably lodged and provided for, and made them take 
their meals before her, waiting upon them herself. When 
she eat, she e a t  them the best of whatever ehe had, and 
was so charitable that she alwaya shared with the poor 
anything that wee presented to her, even if it were noth- 
ing but a pear, because she did not relish it if the poor 
had not first tasted of it. " 

She never wanted her vaeeale or her mfs preseed for 
the payment of their rents or debta; she oonatantly at- 
tended the seeeione of the courts in which the cases of the 
poor were tried, and when she aaw that the judgea were 
diapoaed to be severe, she cawed sentence to be pro- 
nounced by the chaplain who mmpanied her. 

Her husband, whose respect for her waa equal to his 
love, conceived a most touching meana of testifying hie 
sympathy with her in her compassion for the poor people. 
He directed that when Hedwiges passed the publio priaone, 
the doors should be thrown open and the prisonere liber- 
ated for love of her. 

All her exerciees of piety were performed with great 
fervor ; ehe aseieted every day at aa many maesee aa there 
were priesta where ehe was, shedding many t a m  during 
each one. She had an ardent devotion ~pecially for the 
Bleseed Virgin ; she kept with her oonstantly an image of 
the Divine Mother, with which ehe often conversed in her 
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simplicity, whioh she wried in her hand when she went 
to vieit the sick, and made use of to bless them, often 
thereby curing them. Her huaband, having been wounded 
and made a prisoner by his rival, the Duke Conrad, she 
went a l l  alone on foot to see thb enemy, excited and 
haughty ae he was over his victory. When sho appeared 
before him, he thought he beheld an angel, and without 
attempting any mistance, he at once granted her peace 
and the liberty of her husband. A short time aft.8rward.a 
she loat her beloved husband, and then her son Henry, 
whom she loved moat tenderly, and who was killed while 
fighting for the Faith and the independence of Europe 
againat the hordes of Tartary. She supported these two 
lossea with that &BSB and resignation which ie born of 
supreme love. But her own death soon followed thie sep 
aration. On the feast of the Nativity of the Blseeed Vir- 
gin, in the year 1243, the religious who attended her saw 
a company of beautiful young women, brilliant with a 
supernatural splendor, come to visit Hedwigeq who said 
to them with great joy, "Welcome, dear saint, and good 
friends, Magdalene, Catherine, Thecla, Ursula, and all of 
you who have come to see ma" Then they spoke in Latin, 
and the religious no longer understood what they said. 
On October 15 following, she yielded up her soul, blessing 
God. Her sanctity being confirmed by many miracles, she 
mas canonized by Pope Clement IV in 1267 ; her solemn 
translation occurred the following year. When her body 
mas taken from the tomb, the little image of the B l e s d  
Virgin, which she had loved so well, was found clasped in 
the fingers of her hand. 

While St. Hedwigea was throwing so much lustre upon 
the maternal line of Elizabeth, the Muenoe of our dear 
Saint was producing fruita, if not more precious, at least 
more numerous atill, in her fabher's family, in that illus- 
trious house of Hungary, which alone of all the royal 
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houeee of Europe, wunted already in its ranks thrw king8 
canonized- St. Stephen, St. Emeric, and St. Ladielaa. Bela 
IV, the brother of our Elizabeth and aucoeesor of hia 
father Andrew, proved himself worthy to be the brother 
of each a eieter and the father of two other saints, by the 
devotion, the courage, and the mignation which he die- 
played during the thirty-five yesre of hie reign and hie 
aontests with the victorious Tartars. I n  1244 he author- 
ized by a patent the foundation of a church in honor of 
his eister by two faithful eervants, David and Furltae, who 
had attended her. in Thuringia Then, led on, ae it were, 
by her ezamplq he entered the Third Order of St. Francis, 
as she had done, and directed that he ahould be buried in 
the churoh which the Franc- had built a t  Strigonia 
under the invocation of St. Elizabeth, despite the o p m -  
tion of those who urged him not to abandon the ancient 
sepulchre of the kinga. The second brother of our Saint, 
Coloman, seems to htrve been still more inebriated by the 
perfume of perfection which exhaled from the life of hia 
sister. Having married a Polish princeas of great beauty, 
Salome, daughter of the Duke of Cracow, who had been 
betrothed to him, and educated with him, from the age 
of three years, he made with her, on the day of their mar- 
riage, a vow of perpetual chastity, which he observed with 
the moat heroic fidelity. Elected King of Qallicia, he 
defended this part of Poland againat the Tartare, and died 
gloriously, fighting against them for hie ounhy  m d  hie 
God. Hie widow founded a convent of Franciscans and 
another of the Sistereof St. Clam+ She took the veil he+ 
self with the latter, and lived there to the end of her life 
in the p d c e  of the moat heroic ~ i r t ~ ~ ]  and honored 
by extraordinary favom of divine mercy. On the day of 
her death (1268), a sweet harmony waa heard in the air 
and voioea which sung these words, M ~ ,  porUit 
&gJa A a m  One of the religious, noticing that her 

Private Use Only



muntetnanoe wore an expreesion of supreme joy, and 
that she wae siniling complacently, a i d  to her, "What 
ie it, madam? Do you see anything agreeable that can 
c a w  you to rejoice in the midst of so much suffering ? " 
0 yes," replied the happy woman ; a I me Our M y ,  the 

Bleeeed V i ,  the Mother of our Lord, whioh delighte 
me beyond memure." At the moment she expired there 
appeared what seemed a little star goiqg out from her 
lips and ascending towards heaven 

The daughters of Bela IV, niem consequently of &- 
beth, nearer than their father, by reason of their sex, to 
her who wae the honor of their family, wiahed likewiae 
to emulate her in the austerity and sanctity of their livea 
Ope of them, known in the Church under the name of the 
B l e s d  Margaret of Hungary, was constantly p m p i e d ,  
as her historian telle us, with the example which her 
glorioua aunt had left her; and everything in her life 
testifies to this disposition on her prt.  Dedicated before 
her birth to our Lord by her mother, Mary, daughter of 
the Emperor of Conetantinople, ae propitiatory offering to 
obtain from heaven some relief from the evils which the 
Tartars were inflicting upon Hungary, her birth was signal- 
ized by a brilliant victory over the infidels, as though God 
wished thua to signify His acceptance of the offering. 
Her devout parente, faithful to their promise, obtained her 
adrnieeion to a Dominican convent when she was three 
yeara and a hnlf old. Gifted with an intelligence and zeal 
beyond her years, she took the veil when she was but 
twelve years of age, although her angelic beauty and her 
exalted birth had led several powerful princea to seek her 
hand ; and there she spent the remaining twenty-four yearn 
of her life. Thia time, so short apparently, wae wholly 
occupied by her in works of charity, in acte of the most 
fervent piety, and in supernatural austerities; in a word, 
in everything which can at once expand the love of Gal 
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in a pure heart and show it forth exteriorly. Mary and 
the Cross were particularly the ways by which she raised 
this love towards Him Who wae ite object. She could 
never mention the name of the Blessed Virgin without 
adding at once, Mothsr of God and my hope. When she 
was four yeera of age, she saw a a r m  for the fimt time, 
and asked the religious, a What is that tree 1 " " I t  waa 
on such a tree," one of them replied, that the Son of God 
shed His blood for the salvation of the world." At theee 
words the ohild ran forward to the onxvl and kieeed it 
paeeionatdy. After that, whenever ehe saw a crow she 
threw heraelf upon her kneee to adore it; and before 
going to deep, she would place over her eyes a crucifix, 
so that in opening them it might be the firat object to 
meet her sight. Gtod bestowed upon her at once the gift 
of miraclea and of prophecy, and the grace of ruling over 
the heerta of her countrymen without ever leaving her 
convent. She threw so much grace and charm of manner 
into the aare which she gave the poor aud the sick, who 
sought her, that long after her death, to designate any- 
thing ae awkward or disagreeable, the Hungaria- used to 
say, by way of a proverb, "Not Sister Margaret's way 
of doing." She wae but twenty-eight yeam of age when 
God snatched her away from her family, her country, and 
the order which she had honored, to reunite her with St. 
Elizabeth in heaven 

Her sister Cunegundee, or Kinga, married in 1239 to 
Boleelae the Chaste, Duke of Poland, induced her husband 
to make with her a solemn and public vow of perpetual 
chastity, which they scrupulously observed during forty 
years of married life. Becoming a widow in 1279, at the 
same time aa her sister Yolanda, married crleo to a Bolealas, 
Duke of Kalhe in Poland, they both resolved to take the 
veil, and after having distributed a l l  their goode to the 
poor, entered, ae their aunt Selome had done, the Order of 

!& 
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Poor Clam, which meme to have offered suoh irreeistible 
attractions to the princleeees of that age. Cunegandea died 
in 1292, after having given an example of the pateat 
austerity, and having received the gift of miracles She 
haa alwaye been regarded in Poland as a Saint and pat- 
ronese of the wuntry; her tomb haa been the object of 
the fervent veneration of all the Slavonic ram, and the 
objeot of numerow pilgrimages; Monday in each week 
wae especially consecrated to her. The prayers which 
these pious pilgrime made urn of have been preserved; 
they invoked the blessed Cunegundes at the same time 
with the glorioue Virgin M a y  and St. Clara More than 
three centuries after her death, the devotion which she 
had inapired was eo far from being chilled that Sigiamund, 
King of Poland, addressed in 1628 a very urgent letter 
to Pope Urban VIII, to obtain the official canonization of 
her whom the Poles 'had for ao long a time proclaimed aa 
their guardian Saint. In  1690 Alexander VIII approved 
of the public devotion that was paid to her, and later 
Clement XI  solemnly recognized her as the patroness of 
Poland and Lithuania1 
In our own days her memory is especially venerated by 

the simple and pious population who inhabit the Polish 
slope of the Krapacks Mountains, where she Lived a long 
time herself, and where she founded many churches and 
monasteries. The people there relate many touching 
traditions concerning her, and according to the accounta 
that we htrve recently received from Poland, her memory 
ia aa fresh to-day in Catholic hearta as though she had 
been dead but a few yeare. 

As if thie house of Hungary had been deatined to serve 

1 Wadding, in m appendix, Vol. V, p. 488, rpeakr of a fourth niece of 
Elizabeth, named Conrtance, rirter of the bleared Margaret, Cunegander, 
and Yolanda, who, like the laat two, became a poor Clue, and died at 
Leopold In 1800. 
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ae a sort of nursery of heaven, the prinoeam of tbia 
blessed race, married, rra Elizabeth wae, to foreign mv- 
ere-, who were not esepecially illustrioue themselves, 
seem at leaet to have had the privilege of giving birth to 
saints. Thue Elizabeth'e eister Yolande, married to James 
the Conqueror, King of Bragon, waa the grandmother of 
St. Elizabeth of Portugal; and Conetanoe, eieter of ging 
Andrew, wae the mother of Agnee of Bohemia, of whom 
the Sovereign Pontiff, rra we have wen, epoke in mch 
W f i m t  termal A.fter having refuaed the hand of the 
King of England, of the King of the Romans, and of the 
Emperor Frederick 11, even at the riak of bringing 
the eoourge of war upon her country ; after having spent 
forty*ix years in her monaetery, girt with the cord of St. 
Francis, and walking barefooted in the pathe t d  by 
St. Clare and St. Elizabeth, in the moat exemplarg prae 
ticee of humility and poverty and chariv, Agnes died in 
1283, and haa alwaye eince been venerated ae a mint in 
Bohemia and Germany, although the Holy See did not see 
fit to proclaim her solemn canonization in anewer to the 
prayer of the Emperor Charles IV, whose life wae twice 
saved by her invocation. 

Be for St. Elizabeth of Portugal,= it would require 
almost a volume to recount all the traits of her beautiful 
and glorioue life, and we can devote but a few lines to it. 
Born in 1271 of Peter, King of hagon, and Constance of 
Sicily, she seemed predestined to a celestial glory by the 
name which wse given her; for, contrary to the cuetom 
then universally followed in Spain, of naming the prin- 
meee after their mother or their grandmother, she waa 
called Elizabeth, after our Elizabeth, who waa the maternal 
aunt of her father. At the age of fiftean she waa married 

1 8ae above, p. 0 1 .  
1 For her delcent, u tor .11 0th- r e f d  to in thL chap*, KI 

the two genealogical bblea fn the Appendix. 
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to Denis, King of Portugal ; but far from finding, like her 
holy patroness, a husband loving and worthy of her, she 
wee for a long time oppressed by hie evil trerrtment and 
afioted by his infidelity. She wae only the more faithful 
to a l l  the duties of a Christian wife, and sought to win 
him back by increased tenderne88 and unfailing patience. 
To the ladies who reproached her for her too great toler- 
ance, she replied, " Must I then cease to be patient 
because of the Kinds faulte, and add my sine to his 1 I 
prefer to take Qod only, and hie dear Saints, ae my confi- 
dsnts in my shame, and to soften the heart of my husband 
by my own gentleneaa." She went so far in her f o r b  
ance and resignation aa to smile upon the miatresees of 
the King, and to educate his natural children with her 
own, watching with the same are over their safety and 
well-being. However, the eldest of hia legitimate sons, 
indignant at hie father's conduct, revolted against him. 
The King pretended to regard Elizabeth aa hie aooomplim 
in thia revolt, stripped her of her dower and all her poa- 
sessions, and confined her in a fortress. Be soon aa she 
obtained her release from thia unjust impriaonrnent, she 
at once devoted all her energy to the task of bringing 
about a reconciliation between her husband and her eon. 
Finding her efforte of no avail, she selected the moment 
when the m y  of the King and that of her son were 
drawn up in battle, and about to attack one another, to 
mount her home and ride on alone between the two Lines, 
amid a shower of m w a ,  and implored the comhtanta to 
m e  fighting. The soldiere, less inexorable than their 
leaders, and impressed by her selfdevotion, dropped their 
arms and compelled father and son to make peace. Some 
time afterwards she succeeded in restoring harmony 
between two of her eons who were engaged in a cruel 
war against each other; and then between her brother, 
the King of Bragon, and her son-in-law, the King of 
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Castile, at the solicitation of the people of Spain, who 
obliged their sovereigns to accept her aa mediatriz And 
thus she m&ted that title which was conferred upon her 
by the universal Church, d i o t h e ~  of peace and qf 
mn.ty.1 When her husband waa seized with a mortal 
illneaa, she alone performed for him the most trying ser- 
vices, and received his last breath. A f h  which she 
clothed herself in the habit of the Third Order of St. 
Francis, which she had kept carefully put away for a 
long time, ready for the moment of her widowhood. She 
made a pilgrimage to St. Jamee of Compostella for the 
soul of her hueband, and there offered for his intention 
the crown of jeweb which ehe had worn on the day of her 
wedding. She spent the rest of her life in the practice of 
every virtue, giving her servicee every day to t h w  poor 
people in a hospital which she had built near her pelece, 
under the name of her holy aunt and patroness, whom she 
strove to emulate in her charity and aueterity, as well ae 
in the faithful observance of all the memonies of the 
Church. She had an intense love for the officee and for 
religious music, and assisted every day at two High Masees, 
the first of which waa for the intention of her deceased 
husband. A year before her death she again visited St. 
Jamee of Cornpoetella, but this time on foot, disguised as 
a peasant and begging her bread all along the way, in 
order not to be recognieed and intmpted by the venera- 
tion of the peopla Finally, in 1336, her eon, the King of 
Portugal, having declared war againet her son-in-law the 
King of Caetile, she resolved, in spite of great age, to 
summon up such strength as she had left for a seven days' 
journey, for the purpose of reconciling them. And this 
last victory, too, she won; but the fatigues of the journey, 

1 Elioabeth, pacir et patrim mater, in coelo Mumphanr, dona 
nobir pacem. -Anthem of the Mognilfcd, for the P w t  of St E b  
beth, in the Roman Breviary, Jnly 8. 
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undertaken in the severe heet of summer, brought her to 
the brink of the grave. On the eve of her death she ex- 
claimed, Look, the Blessed Virgin is coming, clothed in 
a white robe, to announce to me my happinew." She died 
on July 8. Three centuries after her 'death, Pope Urban 
VIII canonized her with grerrt eolemnity, and composed 
himeelf one of the moat beautiful o5ces of the Roman 
liturgy in her honor. And thus was coneemM again, 
in heaven and on earth, that beautiful name, Elizabeth, 
which I have BO often had to repeat, and which it ie'alwaye 
eo sweet for me to pronounoe? 

1 Saepe frtPe et  remper duldter nomhmdae Eliubth, Dick N 
Anclll., p. 8011. I codd not conclude thi8 4 genealogy of the 
honre of E h b e t h  without r e d i n g  the fact tlut 8t. Louh of Sicily, 
Birhop of Toulouoe, one of the moot lllurtriour mar in the Seraphic 
Order, wm her grand-nephew, being a ron of Charlea the Lune, King 
of Sicily, and Mary of Hungary, daughter of Stephen V, nephew of 
Elizabeth. Bee the genealogical table. I rhodd d r o  add, that if fn 
thin chapter I happen to have given the name roint or &md to thorn 
wlrom the Church h u  not rolemnly inverted with thfr tltle, it 18 d w a p  
in the rplrit of the mwt complete rubmlrrion to 11er rovereign authoriv, 
and mpeci.lly to the decree of Urban VIII on Urir rubjecl 
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THE BIUUTIBUL CHUBOH THAT WAS B ~ L T  AT MABBURG 
IN HONOB OB DEAB ST. ELIZABETH; THE P m -  
NATION OB HPB PBEUIOUS m a s ;  ~ N O L U S I O N  OP 
THE HISTORY 

Ave, gemma aped-, 
Mulierum d d w  row 
Ex re@ rtirpe nata, 
Nunc in coelt coronata, 
Salve, rou pietatie : 
Salve, floe Hllnguhe : 
Salve, f ulgem margarlta : 
In coelerti rede dta : 
Roga regem Majertatir 
Ut nor d r e t  hodie 
Lumen mittenr cuitatt 
Aa coelertb grrtire. 

A m o m  Omrom or ST. ELIZABDTR 

IN the centre of the valley which ie watered by the 
winding course of the Lahn, an eminence projecta and ie 
detached from the chain of hilla which e m d a  it. The 
ancient caetle of Marburg, built by ELizrrbeth's grandson, 
crowna ita summit; the houses and gardens of the city 
and of the university are grouped in tenacee on the sides 
and at the base; the two elender towere and the high 
navee of the Churoh of St. Elbabeth rise up between the 
foot of the hill and the banks of the river, which enciralee 
the city. Outside of her gates, green meadows, aharming 
gardens, long and beautiful walks, attract the traveller 
and lead him on till he reaches the old ahade treee which 
cover the surrounding hillaide1-5, from which at hie eaee 
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he may enjoy the extraordinary beauty of the view. Per- 
h a p  it is my affection for everything which the memory 
of St. Elizabeth hae eanctified that d e s  me away, but 
it seem to me that I have never men, outside of Italy, a 
spot more pictureaque, more attractive, more in accord 
with the memoriea that are linked with it. In whatever 
direction one turm hie steps in the environs of Marburg, 
as he looks toward the city his eye alwage meeta the same 
beauty under an infinite variety of aspects The sweet 
and pure character of the banka of the Iahn, the admi- 
rable proportions of the cathedral, its majestic elevation 
above all that surrounds it, the graceful and pichwque 
arrangement of all the old houses, as well ae the towere 
of the old ca6tleJ everything attracts and rivets the eye; 
one imagines that he eeee realized one of thoee oharming 
landscapes that the miniatures in the anoient missals, or 
the picturea of the schools of Catholic painting &ill present 
to us, in the v i s t a  of the scenes whiah they portray. I t  
seems to me therefore imposeible not to admire and love 
thie beautiful city of Marburg, even corning upon it, as I 
did for the &st time, without any idea of the treaauree 
which it possesses. But how much more when one ie 
seeking for traoea of dear St. Elizabeth, when one discovers 
there souvenirs of her on all sides, when one finds her 
name fresh in the memory and on the lips of every one, 
and stamped on every monument 1 Some of the oldest 
portions of the convent and of the hospital which ehe 
founded, and in which she died, are atill standing. Theae 
buildings, now dilapidated, which for a long time sewed 
as the grand court of justice of the Teutonic Order in 
Hesse, surround the church, separate it &om the river, and 
form still an antique and picturesque group. One large 
building, with a series of gableenda, is especially notice- 
able, called the firmcamy (infirmary), in which an ancient 
tradition, supported by several historians, indioah the 
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spot where she died. The gate of the city nearest the 
church is called St. Elizabeth's Gate; a short distance 
fmm thie, on the road which leads to the pretty village of 
Wehrda, where she spent the first days of her life at Mar- 
burg, there is a triple jet fountain, called Eliaabethabnunn. 
I t  waa there that she herself waehed the dothee of the 
sick ; a large blue stone, upon which she knelt while en- 
gaged in this severe work, has been taken to the church, 
and is still to be seen there. A little further on we come 
to ~isabeth'a Bridga, and then to XlkabsW'a MU, structureg 
whose origin is no doubt contemporaneous with the Saint 
On the other side of the city, the road over the bridge 
which one followe in coming from Cassel leads to the 
church, peseing the foot of the hill on whi& the castle 
stands, and along the charming shadee of the botanical 
garden; this highway is still called the Hgr imd Stom 
(RJpi71~1~n) ; it recalls the long lines of pilgrims which 
the inhabitants of Marburg witnessed for three mturim, 
coming from all parta of Germany, of Christendom in fact, 
to visit the holy tomb, and whose aflluence contributed so 
much to the prosperity of the oity, which before wee 
scaroely more than an open borough. 

There is nothing here but what has its popular coneecurr- 
tion, even the austere Conrad ; a fountain, called Mu6nch.s- 
h n n ,  is surmounted by a statue in the habit of a 
monk, with a large open book, whioh he rests upon bia 
heart; the people say that every night at midnight he 
turns a page of the volume. 

But it is time to speak of that celebrated church which, 
more than any other place in the world, is peculiarly the 
inheritance and the product of Elizabeth's glory. It 
stande, as I have said, on the bank8 of the Lahn, at the 
foot of the hill of the castle, opposite an elevated ridge 
which connects this sort of promontory with the neighbop 
ing heighta The land upon which it ia built i s  marshy, 
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and must have paented great obetaolea to the architecte ; 
but i t  would be impossible to oonoeive of a h e r  padtion, 
one better adapted to display the beautiea of the edSce 
iW, and by its preeence to lend an added charm to the 
city and to the lovely munty  which surrounds it. One 
needs to have visited all the environs, to have studied 
succeeaively all the p i n &  of view which they offer of the 
city, to appreciate the merit of thia situation and the ad- 
vantage which it givea to the noble lnonument that stands 
there. And one might apparently spend years in going 
about through theee environs, and search in vain for a mte 
better adapted to ita purpose. It m y  be added that this 
ia a distinctive trait of most of the great edifices which 
the Chrietian ages have bequeathed to ua The people, 
struck by the extraordinary advantages of this position, 
as well ae by the admirable beauty of the church itself, 
have eurrounded its origin with all eorta of marvellous 
traditions. According to them, it wae Elizabeth h e r d  
who firet conceived the idea of building her chumh; it 
was her wish that it should be located on the summit of 
a rock, still known by the name of X i ~ c h ~ t ~ c ,  which 
overlooks the preeent basilica; she wished, moreover, that 
it should have an immense tower, with a bell that might 
be heard even in Hungary. But her efforta in this direc- 
tion were all in vain; it was impoesible for her even to 
dig the foundations; the work by day waa found to be 
destroyed at night. She met with no better success in 
several other places where ahe made a similar attempt. 
Finally one day, after her patience had thus been tried, 
she picked up a stone and threw it at haeard from the 
height of the rock, swearing that she would build a church 
on the a p t  where the stone should fall. The stone fell 
just where the beautiful nave of the church stande to- 
day; work was commenced at once, and with en- 
This tradition seems to gather greater force from the 
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extremely marshy nature of the ground upon which it ia 
built, which would have dispelled any thought of con- 
struction there, except for some supernatural motive. 

The people also relate that during the whole time of 
fhie great work the funds were deposited in an open chest 
to which all of the w o r k  went and took whatever was 
due them, and that when any one took too much, the 
money returned itaelf to the cheet during the night Ex- 
pressive and beautiful symbol of that faith and self- 
devotion of which modern generatiom have lost the habit, 
together with the s m t  of the unrivalled wonders of 
Christian art. 

Let us now approach the church, through a garden of 
roses, the flower whiah here, as at Wartburg, seem to be 
eepecidly consecrated, to Elbabeth. The first stone of 
this noble edifice, we should say, waa laid by the good 
hdgrave  Conrad, on the eve of the humption, in the 
year 1235, some month after the canonization of the Saint,' 
and thia date makes the churah of Marburg the earliest 
of all thoee in Germany which were built in the ogive 
style. It required twenty yeam to complete the founda- 
tions alone, and twentpight more to conetruct the moat 
essential par&, whiah were not finished until 1283 ; the 
interior, the spirea, and the majeetic whole, aa we see i t  
today, w& not completed until during the ourse of the 
fourteenth century. The & m h  is 230 feet in length 
and 83 in breadth ; the founbtione have a depth of 43 
feet; the height of the interior vaulta ia 70 feet, that of 
the two towere, surmounted by their spires, 303 feet. 

1 There L authentic proof of the arttence of two chprcher old- 
than thfr one, in which it L probable that E b b e t h  performed her 
derotionr, and in which her obreqder were oelebmted. One of them 
h p p e u e d  in the later conrtructionc of the gniehtr; the other, d e d  
that of St. k c b ,  w u  rtill rhding 5fty peu, ago, and dwtmped 
by the l u t  Knight& 
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Theae two towers were united, at about the centre of their 
height, by a gallery which served as a communication be- 
tween them, as is the case at Boppart and elsewhere in 
Germany. There wae a large iron ring attached to one of 
the towere at about this point, and popular tradition said 
that the depth of the foundation was the same as the 
distance from the earth to this ring. 

What strikea one immediately in this basilica, both in 
its &rim and interior, is ita admirable harmony and 
perfect unity ; in this respect it aeem to me to have no 
equal. Although nearly a century and a hall in oonstruc- 
tion, one might fancy that it was all accomplished with a 
single stroke, or that it sprang forth in a day h m  the 
mould of the religious mastebmind that conceived it 
I t  is not only the moat ancient, but the moat pure and 
complete monument of Gothic architecture in any of the 
German oountriea, and I believe there is smwly in Europe 
an edifice of any considerable size in which the arohiteo- 
ture is to be found so wholly free from any Muence 
foreign to its essence, from any mingling with forms which 
preoeded or followed it. No traoes are to be found any- 
where of the roundheaded arch, known as the Roman or 
Byzantine (except in one little side door of the nave), 
nor of the flowery and profuse ornaments which little by 
little altered the simple beauty of the ogiva 

From this rare and wonderful unity, and from the ex- 
d e n t  proportions of all the parts of the editice, there 
results a complete whole, which produces upon the soul 
an impremion of exalted delight and intimate satiefaction, 
from which, it seems to me, even those who are strangera 
to the religious inspirations of art could hardly escapa 
In wandering under these arches, at once so eimple, so 
light, and so solid, in the silence and the present solitude 
of this vast enclosure, in enjoying the calm and the fresh- 
ness which reign there, one might sometimes believe him- 
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himself transported, ae it were, to the atmaphere of 
Elhbeth, and in thb monument raised to her glory ie 
r w o g d d  the most faithful mirror of her e d  parsan- 
ality. The oharacterietica and continuts of her oharming 
life all seem reflected here. Here iu found, aa in her, 
something at once humble and bold, pcioua and austere, 
which at the same time attracta and commnnda. Them 
stones, each marked with the pontifical O~OBB, seem, like 
so many acta of her life, to mount towarda God and haven, 
stripping themselves of whatever could bind them to the 
&h. Everything here seema to be full of and to inspire 
fervor and simplicity, the two fundamental traits of Eli5 
abeth'e character. One ie tempted to believe with the 
people, regardl888 of the testimony of hietorid &tee, that 
we muat attribute to her the idea, the plan, and even the 
execution of this glorious edifice; eepecially when we 
maroh in vain the minutely detailed acoounta of tbat 
period for a name, a single name, which p m w ~ ~ e ~  the 
memory of an architect, a mason, or a workman of any 
kind among all thoee who during a hundred and fifty 
yeare labored at this immenee work They seem to have 
taken the same preoautions to conceal t h d v e s  that 
othere have to immortalize their insigdcant worka 
Anonymous heroea, it waa their wish to bury their glory 
in that of the dear Saint, the beloved of Christ and of 
the poor; and when their laborious miesion was mom- 
plhhed they died ae they had lived, in the eimplidty of 
their hsarte, ignorant and ignored, forgetting all exoept 
God and Elizabeth, and forgotten by all except by Him 
and her. 

I t  ia in eearching in vain for their names that we reoog- 
rim how truly there was a force, other than that of 
material effort, or even the highest intdligence, that CQ- 
operated in the building up of them houses of Qod, worthy 
ae they were of the name, before the mieemble degrada- 
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tion of religious architecture since the sixteenth oentury. 
One cannot but believe that some superior and myate- 
riou life dwells in these artations of the anuient power 
of our Faith, and the beautiful worda of St. Auguetine 
come to ua : "Nothing could enter here, if these timbre 
and stones did not cling to each other in a oertaia order, 
if they were not attached together in peaceful mheaion, 
and if, so to speak, they did not love one another!' 

If we .had to d d b e  in two worde the dietinotive 
h t e r  of the Church of S t  Elhbeth, we should say 
that it waa ita v w  purity and simplicity. True Chris- 
tian architecture appeara there, deoked in the very graces 
of youth just budding forth and bloseoming in the sunlight 
of faith. In placing it slangaide of the more recent and 
grander cathedrals of Shasburg, Cologne, Salisbury, and 
Amiem, in oomparing thee different images of the immor- 
tal Spouse of our Lord, one might find the same distinotion 
that exiata between the robe of a virgin who for the first 
time approaches the holy table and the brilliant mbee of a 
married woman. 

I shall be pardoned for giving a few details. The 
exterior, which ha8 the advantage of being mmpletdy 
detached from any other building, presents the d m  
feature of two ranges of windowe, one above the other, 
while in the interior the elevation of the lateral walls is 
not interrupted by any gallery or division These windows, 
moreover, are of the utmost simplicity; they are two 
double ogivea, eurmounted by a circular opening and set 
in a large ogive ; an arrangement which is identical with 
that uaed in Notre Dame of Paris, and which seem to be 
derived from the roundaroh windows of the cathedrale of 
Pisa and Sienna, of the Or-San-Michele, and of the P h  
Strozzi at Florence, and of moat of the great edificea of the 
Middle Agee in Italy. There are no pinnacles, or turrets, 
or flying buttresses, nor any of the ornamants of the later 
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GFothic style ; only two galleries m u n d  the entire edifice. 
The principal or weetern fapade is of the most elegant sim- 
plicity ; it oneists of a spacious doorway, m o u n t e d  by 
a large window and a gable, quite ornamental, h k e d  by 
two high towera with thin spires of stone, perfectly alike, 
the pure and graceful form of which cannot be too much 
admired. The tppanum of the doorway is ocmpied by a 
beautitul statue of the Rleeeed Virgin, the special protect- 
rese of the Teutonic Order. She ia cruahing vice and sin 
under the form of little monstere; at her feet, on the right, 
a vine springs up laden with grapes ; on the left, a roee- 
bush covered with flowem, on which little birds are singing ; 
and on each side a kneeling angel venerates this queen, 
victorioae over sin, and the eternal source of the fruita of 
truth and of the flowera of beauty. The execution corm- 
sponds with the touching grace and the deep meaning of 
the image.' The foliage of the capitale and of the filleta 
of the voussoire of this doorway are also treated with an 
exquisite delicacy. The plain ,biree of the two towere, 
without openings, forms a happy conReRt with the rich 
ornamentation of the doorway ih& The same may be 
said of the lancet windows of the fimt story of the towm, 
with the rich and large round window in the centre, aa 
also with the gable. One cannot but admire the wonderful 
skill shown in disguising the junction of thie last member 
with the towera by open panels and a sort of embattled 
balustrade with a taste as pure as it ie originaL The two 
towera contain seven bells, the smallest one being of silver, 
which produoe skiliully combined and perfect harmony. 

Upon entering, one ia struck by the division of the 

1 M. Moller, one of the dnt archsologiota and uchitect~ of G k -  
many, decluer that in the c o w  of hb long labon he h u  nevw met 
with a representation of the Bleued Virgin which mmed to hIm 
better conceived or better executed than thb. Die K i d s  dm 8. 
E l M ,  p. 6. 
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church into three naves of equal height. Thts peoubrity, 
which is quite rarely found in the great basilicas of the 
Middle Agea, aeems to have been a distinctive feature of 
the churches of the Teutonic Order, and was carried out in 
all the great structum which it has left in Russia 

The natural oolor of the atone is beginning to appear 
from underneath the badigeon with which it was once 
covered; the joining of the freestone is to be eeen every- 
where. We admire the wonderful combination of solidity 
and lightneea which made it poeeible to allow only two 
feet, and sometimes eighteen inches, of thicknw to the 
lateral walk A double row of columns forme the division 
between three naves ; they are perfectly aimple, each one 
being merely flanked by four smaller 8hafta ; their capitale, 
carved in leaves of vine, ivy, rose, and trefoil, are the only 
sculptural ornament that the architect has admitted A 
little statue of the Saint in wood, holding a church in her 
hand, etands in front of one of the columne 'of the nave. 

The church ia built in the form of a c w ,  aa was the 
custom always, before any one had conceived the idea of 
modelling Christian churchea after pagan temples; the 
choir, aa well ae the traneept, or arma of the crosrr, termi- 
na te  in a polygonal apeie. The choir ia enclosed by 8 
handsome jube, or galley, in wainscoting. The reredos of 
the main altar, conmcnted May 1, 1290, is magnificent, 
and in perfect accord with the style of the reat of the 
church. I t  consists of three arches inscribed in triangular 
and m h a p e d  canopiee, franked by four tnrreta, and sur- 
mounted by a coronation of the Blessed Virgin in relief. 
The windowa of the choir are krniehed with beautiful 
stained glasa of the end of the thirteenth century, which 
merits special study. The aix windows of the apse oan- 
tain large full-length figuree and mbjects embellished in 
medallions We recognize our Lord, with Adam and Eve 
at Hie feet ; St. Elizabeth crowned ; St. Francia (in 8 blue 
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tunic), and our Lady ; twelve medallions repreeent differ- 
ent events in the life of our Saint. The eight other win- 
dows represent merely clusters of flowers and planta, the 
design and colors of which are harmoniously combined 
The stained &as in the other parts of the church waa 
destroyed by the army of the most Christian king, Louis 
XV, who, during the Seven Years' War, turned this church 
into a storehouse for forage. 

In the two arms of the transept, we observe, on four 
abandoned altars, piecee of eculpture and painting, rep* 
eenting scenes in the life of our Saint, as well as legends of 
St. Ann, St. Catherine, St. John Baptiet, and St George, 
attributed in part to the school of Albert Dtirer, but I 
think of an earlier data and of a more purely xdigious 
taste than hia There are subjects in high relief, wrought 
in gilded wood, enclosed by shutters which are covered, 
both outaide and in, with paintings on cloth stuck to the 
wood, natural and e x p d v q  but the retouching somewhat 
overdona One repreaenta the little Princsea leaving Hun- 
gary in a covered carriage to come to Thuringia; another 
the m i d e  of the cloak brought to her by an angel in ex- 
change for one which she had given to a poor man aa ehe 
was about to enter the banquet hall, with curious detaile 
regarding the service at the Duke's tabla In others we 
remgnh the mimle of the leper placed in her husband's 
bed; the last embrarx of Eliz~beth and Louie as he is 
starting on the Crusade ; the Saint's expubion from Wart- 
burg, and her re- in a hog pen; her fall in the mud; 
the visit of Count Ban6 ; her taking the habit, eta The 
piece8 in relief repreeent her death, her obsequiee, and the 
exaltation of her relice in the presenc.e of the Emperor. 
These three are evidently the work of an artiat worthy to 
treat suoh subjects. 

In the southerly arm of the cross are found the tombs 
of the princtes of the houses of Thuringia and Hw, who 

80 
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sought the honor of being buried in the c h d  of their 
illustrious ancetor. In thie palace of the Supreme 
King," says an historian, " Elizabeth, Hie royal Spouse, 
m the firat buried; and then she received there many 
of her oompatriota, sainta and loyal servanta of God, dee- 
tined to come forth with her from their tombs on the laat 
day, and to rejoiw with her in eternal happiness." Her 
director, Conrad of Marburg, Adelaide, daughter of Count 
Albert of Brunswick, a woman of great sanotity and even 
renowned for her miracles, and Brother GBmrd, provinoial 
of the Franciscans, a man of remarkable austerity, all de- 
sired to rest near Elizabeth. There is no trace whatever 
now of the place of their burial. But we still find in ex- 
cellent condition the beautiful mausoleum of the Land- 
grave Conrad, brother-in-lsw of the Saint, with the scourge 
in his hand; the Duchese Sophia, Elizabeth's daughter, 
whose face ie completely worn away by the kisses of pil- 
grims ; and those of fifteen other plincea and princessea of 
Heese, from the thirtemth to the sixteenth century, among 
whom we may especially admire that of the Landgrave 
Henry 111, the. Maikd, who died in 1376, and whose 
statue lies by the side of the truly beautiful one of his wife 
Elizabeth, upon the same stone; three little angels seem 
to be holding up and smoothing the pillow upon which 
their heads rest, while charming statuettes of monks and 
religious kneeling at their feet are reading prayera for the 
repose of their souls. Many other tombs with reolining 
figures in relief, or with magnificent coata of arma in 
brow, are enchased in the pavement of the churoh. 

In one of the angles at the other extremity of the cross, 
to the north, ie the chapel in which rested the remaim 
of St. Elizabeth herself. This chapel forms a eort of 
oblong portico with four arcades, two of which abut upon 
the walls of the apeis, and the other two am open. The 
interior m h  ie an intersected ogive ; but the qdmnguhr 
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top ie W and terminaka in a high balustrade, from which 
no doubt the relica were shown to the people, or the muai- 
ciana were plaoed there on d o n  of grand eolemnitiea 
Charming foliage, carved and gilded on a gnrund of blue, 
adorn the arches and the anglee of the chapel, in strong 
contraat with the bareness of other parts of the church. 
In the o p  s p e ~ ,  between the d e  and the summit, 
there is a freeco, half e f f d ,  which r e p m t a  the qwning 
of Elkbeth in heaven, with an inscription, of which only 
these worda can be deciphered: G L O ~ A  THEUTONIE . . . 
DIQNW Gawul SOPHIE BONS DECUS ECOLESE . FIDEL . . . Another fresco on the Eaetern partition wall por- 
t rap  the obsequies of the Saint. In the centm of 
the chapel stands her etatue in colored wood ; the braids 
of her hair are golden ; in her hand she holda a churoh. 
Finally, on the exterior wall, running ita entire length, 
there ia a baa-relief which merits special attention, both 
on amount of its antiquity, which may probably be traced 
back to the century in which the Saint lived, and because 
of ita eimple and d v e  character. I t  ie the oldest monu- 
ment of art relating to our Saint in edetenca . We firat 
eee Elizabeth dead, lying with her handa crossed on her 
breast, in her open c o h ;  our Lord, with Our Bleesed 
Lady at his right, stands near ; the soul of Elizabeth, under 
the form of a little newly born child, but already crowned, 
is presented by her guardian angel to Christ, who lifta His 
hand to blem her; the Blessed Virgin ie regarding with 
love her humble and docile diaoiple ; at her side a bearded 
man, with lance in hand, and wearing the cross of the Cru- 
d e s ,  represents perhape the Duke Louie, but more prob- 
ably the penitent Conrad. On the right are seen St. John 
the Evangelist, the special friend of the Saint, St. Cath- 
erine, and S t  Peter with the keys of heaven ; on the left, 
St. John the Baptist, St. Mary Magdelene, and a bibhop, 
who ia believed to be Seigtried, Archbiehop of Mente 
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It was before thb brel ie f  that the pilgripVl came to 
kneel, and the etep leading to it are &ill b d ~ y  deeply 
hollowed and worn away by their knees. 
The shrine in which the relice of the Saint wem end& 

in 1249 was placed above this bas-relief, and protected by 
a lattice-work which etill remaina I t  is now transferred 
to the sacristy which occupies the angle between the ohoir 
and the Northern traneept. Thie sacristy is itaelf a charm- 
ing piew of architecture wholly worthy of the chumh; 
its e t .  double vault reeta upon a cluetered central ool- 
umn, producing a most pleasing effect. The shrine is one 
of the moat curious and richest monuments of the eculp 
ture and goldwork of the Middle Ages, the author of 
which is as unknown to us as is the d t e &  of the 
church itaelf, I t  is in the form of an oblong hthio build- 
ing, with double roof and gable ends, six feet in length, 
two in breadth, and three feet and a half in height I t  is 
made of oak covered with gilded silver ; at each end them 
is a portal, under one of which there ia a etatue of the 
Blessed Virgin mwned with a diadem of precious stones 
with the .InPant Jesus, and under the other the figure of 
S t  Elizabeth in a religious habit, with a book in her hand. 
On one of the sides we see a etatue of Jeeue Chriat eeated, 
teaching, with three of the Apostles on His right and three 
on Hie left; on the other, our Lord on the Cross, which 
is in the form of a tree with branoheal S t  John and S t  

1 The beautiful legend wIll be remembered whlch w u  ro d v d y  
held during the Ager of Fdth, according to which the wood of the C m  
war irom the tree of knowledge, from whlch Eve gathered the fatal 
f r d t  The Church reemr to allude to thb in the rtuur of the hymn, 
Panga Lingw, whlch rhe ringr during the adoration of the Cron on 
Qood rn&y : - 

D@F==tfiprotoW 
h u d r  Factor wndolenn, 
Qumdo pomi noxinlb 
Xomn in rnorbm w d t ,  
I p  lfgnnm bnc notrvit, 
h n r ,  l ipi  ut rolvaat 
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Magdalan are at Hie feet; two angels are OK,* Hie 
bended head. Two little bae-reliefs, one on eaoh side of 
these angels, represent the Nativity and the Reaurredion, 
with theee beautiful inoriptiona : Hi0 Virgo parit rmsm 
d m   pus pudorum, and Hia ttimulum mwtw 
Ohrirtua a i d  &o fortie. At the right and left are the six 
other  apostle^^ Over each Apostle we read 8 sentence 
from the a e d o ,  according to a cuetom quite frequent 
in that Christian art w h h  waa aa profound and fruitful 
ee it is little understood and appmiated by modern 
Catholics All the figurea are surmounted by riohly carved 
canopiea Upon the inolined planea of the roof there are 
eight different pieces in bas-relief, representing several 
scenee in the life of Elizabeth, espwhlly the fafewell 
between the Saint and her husband aa he is departing 
for the Cruaade, with all the inoidenta, such aa the acci- 
dental discovery of the oroee in Louis' pouch, the gift 
of the ring, and their last kiss. Theee statuea and bas- 
reliefs, all well etxecuted, are of solid silves covered with 
gold. Bn immense number of cameoe, onyx, pearb, in- 
taglios, sapphires, emeralds, and other predous stonee of 
very great worth were in& in the shrine and in the 
settings of the statues; most of them were antique and 
added to the almost inestimable value of a monument to 
which the devotion and love of the faithful for Elizabeth 
had conaearated eo many treammal Many of them out 
stonea had been brought by pilgrims and Crusaders from 
the East ; some of them were regarded aa the pn taneou  
production of nabmas The supemtural qualities attrib- 

1 It w u  generally believed that tbL rMne w u  worth at lemt r k  
hundred thoumand ponrrb of the Empke; that fr to my, more than 
two million8 of h n c l  ($400,000) ; other ertlmtea p W  the value at 
ri. time, tht rum. 

Them rtoner have 80 great an hirtorical and mythologId h- 
portrnce that the celebmted Crenxer, the author of Synbdinn, w u  
wlllhg to devote a rpedrl work to tho rtndy and d d p t l o n  of them, 
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uted to stones, during the Middle dges, are well known; 
they were the most preaioue ornament, aa well as the maet 
si@cant offering that one oould bring to the tomb of a 
saint. There was an onyx a0 beautiful, mc~rding to a 
prevailing tradition, thst an e l e a r  of Ments had offered 
to p m h m  it at the price of the whole U w i c k  of 
Ammeburg. In  spite of the ware and rdgious troubles, 
there remained eight hundred and twenty-four precious 
stones (not including the pearls), in 1810, when they 
were counted before the shrine wae carried off by order of 
the FmmWeatphalian government and taken to Camel, 
where the moat valuable, to the number of one hundred 
and seventeen, were etolen from it. 

This shrine re&, in ite form and beauty, the famous 
shrine of St. Sebald at Ntirnberg, ornamented with statues 
of the twelve Apolrtles by Peter Fischer ; but it has the 
advantage of being three mturies older. There ie perhape 
not a shrine in the world, except that of the Three Kings 
at Cologne and the great reliquaries at Aix-lachapelle, 
whioh surpaee it in antiquity and richneea 

In this resting-place, whioh the faith and love of a 
Christian people had sought to render worthy of her, the 
relice of the dearly loved Saint reposed until the time of 
the Reformation. We borrow from two Lutheran his to ria^ 
the amount of what took place then, ae unprejudiaed &ti- 
mony of the kind of victories achieved at that time by 

entltled Zut Gmmdw~dr ;  a& pdnittmw Skiw crm Gmbmdb drr 
H. E I M ,  in dm nach ihr genanntm K i d  N dbwbq,  van D. E).. 
Chum-, La'&, 1884. .Since we hare mentioned the nune of tLL 
leuned d t e r ,  we cannot pan over In rilenoc the touching deacrlplon 
which he giver of b recollectionr of the impredon he received, d m  
ing hir childhood, m t  at Muburg, whenever he entered the chrnch 
of St. E h b e t h ;  he attribute8 to it hi8 flnt penchant for reIIgIoua and 
myltlcril rhdIer; he d r h r  t h t  thb chrvch gave the flnt blow to 
h b  L n t h e m h .  ' Tht St. Ekbeth," he uyr, w u  ererptbtng in 
the world to me I " 
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what has since been called progress and enlightenment. 
On Eaudi Sunday, in the year 1639, the Landgrave Philip, 
a direct descendant of St. Elieabeth, went to the church 
dedicated to his ancestreee, and had the evangelical eer- 
vice performed there for the firet time. He was awm- 
pnied by Duke Albert of Brunawick, Count Isemburg, 
a famous poet named Eobanua HBBBUB, writer of heroic 
epistles in the style of Ovid,' Professor Crato, and quite 
a number of those doctore and learned men who had paro- 
died their German names by grotesque Latin or Greek 
translatione? and among whom the Reformation found ita 
moat zealous adepts. At the conclusion of the aervice, 
he called for the commander of the order, reaiding at 
Marburg, Lord Mildding, who was Bfterwarda elected 
grand master, and went with him to the sacristy, where 
the shrine was kept. A great multitude of people followed 
him. The Prince and hie hien& having entered the 
sacristy, the commander had the door closed to keep back 
the crowd. The strong iron grating which protected the 
ahrine wae locked ; the commander refused to open it and 
threw the key away; the sacriatan abo decked that he 
did not know how to get into it. Then the Landgrave 
ordered one of his seaietanta to go and find a locksmith 
and a blacksmith, and bring with them large hammers 
and chisels to force open the grating; but on going to the 
door of the eacristy, which the commander had doeed, it 
waa found impossible to open it from the inside. I t  was 
necessary, therefore, to throw the key out of the window, 
and have some one pi& it up and unlock the door from 

1 He even cornpond one from EU+betb to her huband hula, 
abrent in the Holy Land, modelled after that of Peaelope to Ulper.  

s For example, Dr. Eichmmn WM &led Dryonder ; John Ekermum, 
Femaritu Montorzu8, eta. It la known that' Melmchthon la merely a 
truuhtion of the original nune of that uch.hmtic, Schcocrrrrrd, 
me*, B l o c k E d  
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the outside. While waiting, hie highneeti deigned to re- 
mark, " If we have to die of hunger in thia &ty, we will 
commenm by eating the wmmander." " a t  ie to say," 
replied the latter, " if I am disposed to allow myself to be 
eaten" 1 However, the new- instruments for forcing an 
entrance were soon brought. As they were about to pro- 
4 with the work, the Prince exclaimed, # Well, thank 
Qod I Here we have the relics of St. Elizabeth, my own 
bones, aa well aa here I Come out here, grandma Eliza I "3 
Then this worthy grandson of a Saint, turning to the com- 
mander, said, a I t  's too bad, Mr. Commander. I wish it were 
filled with silver coins ; but there muat be some old Hun- 
garian florins there." " I know nothing about it," said the 
commander. " I don't know what there ie them I never 
approached so near it in my life, and I would to heaven that 
I were not here today I "  The ehrine being opened, the 
Landgram thruat in hia hands and drew out a casket about 
five feet in length, lined with red satin, which contained 
the bones of the Saint; he took them and delivered them 
to an offimr of hie household named Collrnatech, who had 
them thrown into a forage bag which a servant held, and 
taken at once la the castle. The Landgrave then cut out 
himself a piece of the shrine which he thought was solid 
gold, and had it tested by a goldsmith, Finding that it waa 
only gilded copper, he said, " See how these prieata deceive 
the people; they made the coffin of copper and kept nll 
the gold for themaelvea" Then he discovered that. the 
Saint's head was miesing, and after a great d6al of urging 
he obliged the commander to show him a seoret closet of 
the wristy, where this head was preserved with the 
crown and the gold chalice which the Emperor Frederick 
had consecrated to her the day of her solemn hadation, 

1 Account of an eye witnerr. 
s Du wdt Qott I Iha iat 8. Elirrbethen BeWgthum I meh &being 

ihre Knochen 1 Komm her, Muhme Eltr 1 - Bid. 
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three hundred and three yeam before, Pbilip had thew 
precioua objwta taken immediately to the castle, and they 
were not again seen. 

Thia is the man whom the Proteatante have surnamed 
PRil* the G ' m  
This m e  year, 1639, he obtained a diepensation, signed 

by Dr. Martin Luther and seven other evangelical theo- 
logiane assembled at Wittenberg, to take a wife in addi- 
tion to one that he already had, who had borne him a 
large number of children. Need we wonder that since 
then the ancient and glorioua h o w  of Hease has fallen, 
in ita Protestant branches, to the point of living for a 
mntuy upon the proceede of the sale of its subjecte to 
England, to be employed in fighting the eavagea of 
America 1 

The remains of the Saint were soon afterwards buried 
under a plain stone of the church, in a place unknown to 
any one, except the Landgrave and two of his confidante. 
In 1646, under pretext of muring the pmioua shrine 
against the dangem of the war, he ordered it placed in the 
castle of Ziegenhsp. But two years  afterward^, yielding 
to the urgent prayers of the oommander, John of Rehen, 
Philip had this sacred property brought back to f i b =  
at the same time that he thought it necessary to obey the 
order Charlee V had given him, the year of the aaorilege, 
to reatore the relics of St. Elizabeth to the church. They 
were taken up and delivered to the commander, but were 
not, however, replaced in the shrine ; acoording to the 
receipt given by John of Rehen, July 12, 1548, 8 large 
part of them was already missing, and since that time 
their dispersion haa become complete. Towards the end 
of the sixteenth century, when Spain was devoting a great 
deal of effort and expanse to save the relia of Sainta 
which were found in the countriee invaded by heresy, the 
devout Infant babella Clara Eugeniq then governing 
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the Law Countria, whose memory is still eo popular in 
Belgium, obtained the skull and a considerable portion of 
the bones of her ptron Saint, and had them taken to 
Bruseele and placed with the Carmelites ; the skull was 
afterwards sent to the mt l e  of Roche-Guyon, in Fmce, 
from whence it has quite reoently been transferred to 
Beeanyon by the Cardinal Duke of R o b s  One of the 
arms was sent to Hungary; other portion0 of her relics 
were found iu Hanover, in Vienna, in Cologne, and 
especially in Breslau, in the rich chapel mneecrated to 
her in 1680 by Cardinal Frederick of Hesse, biehop of 
that city and one of her descendants. There is preserved 
in this same chapel the stick of black wood which served 
aa her support at the time of her expuleion from Wartburg. 
I have already spoken of her glass which ie at Erfurt, of 
her wedding garment which is at Andechs, of her wedding 
ring which is at Braunfele, with her prayer book, her 
table, and her straw chair. Lastly, her veil is to be seen 
at Tongrea 

There am none of her relics at Marburg. A hadition 
asserts that her bones were buried under the main altar, 
from which they were stolen in 1634 Nothing of hers is 
found there today, except a hrge piece of tapestry, upon 
which it is said she worked, and which represents the 
story of the prodigal son; it ie used now for the com- 
munion service according to the Lutheran rite. Her 
shrine, which haa been empty for three centuries, was 
ccu?ied off to Cassel under the reign of King Jerome, but 
brought back to Marburg in 1814, and r e p l a d  in the 

1 The convent of the Carmelite8 dimappeared with 8o many otben 
under the blown of democratic vmdallm, and all trace of them 
preciolu relic8 h~ been lort, in rpite of Mr. Stredtler'n eftorb to flnd 
them. 

It L venerated to-day at the horpital of St. June8 in that 

drp. 
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sacristp.1 The magnificent c h d  which was comecrated 
to her, given over since 1539 to a religion which regarb 
the invocation of eainte as idolatrous, has never since then 
resounded ' with a single note of public homage in her 
honor. 

And thus thie soul, so dear to heaven and earth, hae 
not had the privilege of so many other souls, whose re- 
maim still rest amidat a faithful people, eurrounded by 
the worship and love of suc3cteesive generatiom, beneath 
the shadow of the altar, where day after day is offered the 
spotless sacrifice. On the contrary, the whole county 
which was once the home of this sister of the angels has 
betrayed the Faith ; the children of the people whom she 
loved so much, whom she consoled and relieved eo fan- 
derly, have disowned and rejected her powerful protection. 
Thuringia, where she lived as a young woman and wife, 
and Hesse, where she spent the days of her widowhood, 
have both renounced Catholicism. The haughtp spirit of 
Luther has entered to tarnish the pure memories of that 
castle of Wartburg, forever sanctified by her pious child- 
hood, by the trials of her youth, by that conjugal union 
unrivalled in its tendernees and holiness. From the height 
of those old towera, whence, as it were, her indefatigable 
love spread itself abroad over the whole country, the eye 
of the traveller will search in vain for a single Catholic 
church or cottage. At Eisenach, where by her charity 
and her sufferings she was so truly the representative of 
Chriat, there ia not a Catholio to invoke her, not an altar, 
not a sacred stone where one may bend the knee to honor 
her meet name and invoke her blessing upon a pil- 

1 Mr. Staedtler r emuh  with much force that modern writen of 
Germany have not heaitrted to ?.ire their voice in condemnation of 
the theft of the preciolu rtoner of the thrine committed by the French, 
but hare not a tingle word of blame for the r.crilegiolu profanation 

the reUa ,  of which thir rhrine w u  but the depotitory. 
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consecrated to her. Finally, in t h e  very city in whioh she 
died, where  eo m a n y  thousan& of pilgrim came to ven- 
erate h e r  relics, where  the marb le  is still all w o r n  a n d  
hollowed by the i r  faith, h e r  l i fe  is b u t  an hietorid fa&, 
and the f e w  Catholioa w h o  live there h a v e  not even a 
Maes  o n  the day of her feast  l Her t o m b  e v e n  has n o t  
been respected, and a m o n g  h e r  descendante waa found  a 
m a n  who, w i t h  ineulta, str ipped it of h e r  boneas 

Is it not,  then,  the duty of every Catholic to pep her lh 
homage, to str ive to restore her former glory, and to offer 
h e r  t h e  t r ibu te  of his love and devotion, b e  the means ever  
ao h u m b l e  1 That wee  indeed t h e  sen t iment  of that poor 
Capuchin w h o m  w i t h  regret  w e  quote  for  the last time, 
w h e n  h e  said in t h e  middle  of the seventeanth century: 
" In viaiting thia  grand and beaut iful  church  and this rioh 
t o m b  of t h e  Saint, my h e a r t  was pierced with grief as I 
beheld t h e m  in t h e  h a n d s  of the Lutherans, eo shameful ly 
etripped of t h e i r  ancient splendor. O h  ! I poured o u t  m y  
sorrow before Almighty  God in heaven, and I earnestly 
besought St. Elizabeth to reatore order  there. B u t  to 
m a k e  a m e n d s  for  all t h e  honor which n o n - C a t h o b  fail 

1 Since 1811, t h h  to tho Frencd conqwt and to the new COP 
rtitution, the practice of the Catholic religion, which for t h m  centurie8 
w u  rigidly prohibited by Protertrnt toleration, fr authorized at MUP 
burg. There L a little Catholic church there, and about three hundred 
of the faithful; but the priert in chuge lirnltr himrdf to uyIng Mau 
on Sundayr only, and when I arked him, on the very &y of St. Elixa- 
beth'r feut,  whether he wan not going to ray a b i a ~  in her honor, he 
replied that he had never thought of it. 

S In Germany, M In Frrmce, fnlm rcience and m l n . l t l c  hhtoq 
have never failed to give their approval to the ucrllegioun work of 
violence and cupidity. III 1687, three hundred pum after the outrage 
of Philip the Qenatour, an erninant hi8torian of the modern rchool, Mr. 
Luden, printed what followr, in Vol. XII, Bk. BB, Ch. lX, of hh 
Hirtmy of tA. Gamar. "Elizabeth wan m ovemtraIned woman who 
could find no other redative for her nerve8 than the rpurm of s con- 
vulrire religiority." 
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to render, we should honor thee all the more, invoke thee 
with increased fervor, 0 glorious Saint of Gtod I and rejoice 
always in remembering that God withdrew thee in thine 
infanoy from Hungary to give thee to Clermany, ae the 
most p d o w  of jewels." 

Moreover, even in the countries which have forgotten 
or disowned her glory, she receivea an homage perhaps 
sweeter and more lovely than eny ever paid her; to a 
little flower, humble and modest as ahe was, they still give 
the name of the la& flolosl. of Blirabsth; it dosea its 
calyx at evening when sunlight diaappeara, ae Elizabeth 
closed her eoul to all that waa not a ray of the grace and 
Light which ie from on high. 

How happy I ahould be, if this feeble testimony which 
I am seeking to render to her glory should be ae accept- 
able to her aa must have been the devout and con0dent 
affection which on- led eome Catholic peasante to give 
her cherished name to the flower they loved. 

And before bidding farewell to these poor p a p ,  may 
I be permitted, for the Last time, to lift my heart and my 
humble voice to you, 0 sweet Saint; you whom I too, imi- 
tating so many fervent eoub, dare to d our &or E l k -  
beth ? 0 dearly loved of C'hrist, deign to be the celestial 
friend of my soul, and aesist it to become the friend of 
your Friend I Turn towards me from the heights of heaven 
one of thoae tender mgmb whioh upon earth healed the 
most cruel infirmities of men. In a cold and gloomy age 
I -me to be enlightened by your holy light, to seek 
h h  fervor from the fire of your love; and you wel- 
comed me ; and the thought of you has a thousand times 
brought peam to ma  May you be blessed for the many 
tears forced from me by the recital of your sufferings and 
p u r  patienoe, your oharity and your angelio simplicity; 
for all the labor0 and undertakings which you have pro- 

1 p. bbrthum de &&em, p. 886. 
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478 LIBlG OF ST. ELIZABETH 

teoted, for the many lonely daya that you alone have 6lled, 
for the many sad hours whioh your dear image has alone 
been able to brighten. May you be bleeeed forever, and 
may you in turn deign to bleee the latest and most un- 
warfhy of your historians. 

RESPONDENS JESUS DIXIT : CONFITEOB TIBI, PATEB 
DOMINE GOELI ET TERRAE, QVIA A B ~ N D I S T I  IUXl A 
SAPIENTIBUS ET PBUDENTIBUS ET BEYBUSTI Ea PAB- 
VULIS. 
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INDEX OF HISTORICAL SOURCES 

THE LIFE OF SAINT ELIZABETH 

IN seeking to raise this humble monument to the sweet 
and pure glory of dear rYt. EZitabeth, I have been obliged 
to renounce any merit for invention or creation; the only 
honor my ambition has wiehed for was to be regarded as 
a sckPuloua translator and a faithful compiler of the 
monuments of the Faith of our fathere. A consoientious 
amuracy is the only q&cation to which I have felt I 
could have any claim ; and it is for the purpose of eetab- 
lishing this that I insert here a list of all the historical 
eourcea upon which I have drawn during three years of 
reeearchee and travels, undertaken solely for this object, 
and in which may be verified the oitations that I have 
made. I shall be criticised perhaps for the great number 
and the extent of theee citations. I was forced to this in 
order to justify the minuteness and familiarity of oertain 
details; of certain dieooumes which I found in ancient 
writera little known in France, some of whom were con- 
temporaries of the Saint, or of her immediate posterity, and 
othera such as have worked the rich mine of the tradition of 
popular piety, and have not thought it their duty to reject 
merything that did not accord with the reaeon and the 
manners of their epoch. I am consdous of the faot that 

a1 
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PRINTS 

I. CONTEMPORARIES OF THE SAINT, OR WBITEBB 
PRIOB TO THE WORMATION 

1. Epbtolo w g i d r i  amodi & Marbuch ad Pqp~n, dr vita B. 
Elid&. Pubhhed in the s u m  of I m n  dll.tfm, .ad in the 
19th volume of AM&& Hrunhco of J .  P. KuchenWler, W m g ,  
17%, froln a monmript of the library of U p d  in Swedm (EP. Oom 
UB.).~ 

8. LibcUw & did i ,  p&wr A n d a u m  S. E l h b d k ,  n;ol- 
mitoculatm d vibd +. Publiohed in the wllection of &+tom 
raun, S - ~ M  of Jf B. Menoken, folio. Leipzig, 1788, Vol. 11, 
p. 8007 (Did. I V  A d . ) .  

8. H a c ~ t f o r m a & & h c m o r t i , ~ d r T h w i n g i d , e x M a  
Limbornenui, apud MAR- et D u m ,  Wdo r n p k h a ,  eta. 
Purr I, pp. 126446 (Morl.). 

4. Bonaoaturw mwna & rordo E l U  Published iu his wmb. 
Edition of Men& 1600; folio, VoL 111, p. 889 (8. lhmd.). 

1. M c i  Thunnigi, otdhu M- libn' 4cto & S. 
&limb&, Andm r& Hungcrrio~umjE1ia Publirhed in the Tlrsrwrw 
mmunrsntotwn of H. C ~ m e m s ,  Vol. IV, of the edition of 171, 
pp. 116-168. Very important euppleme~lts have been publiehed in 
Menoken, Vol. 11, p. 1987 ; md in Stmviw, Act. li#rrar., VoL XI, 
Part I (Theod.). 

8. De rclllcb Hdhbetk, a legend &om the famom wlleation of 
the livw of the Sainta, entitled: Aursa h@ rondorun, prar 
lvmbadico hidorio nomhotur, un@hb pw fmtsn, J d m  & 
Vomgi~, and rro often published in the fifteenth century (hg. Aw.). 

7. A u c b r R h . y h i c u r & o i b S . E ~ b ~ l n h r T h w i n g i a c  

1 There wordr in puentherir ate the abbreriatlo~ of wbiah I ahall 
make ure to indicate the authon of parrage8 cited in the noter of 
text of my hbtory. 
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c bibl. Dvcdir k a b t h a m .  Apud 
,9aamiuu., Vol. 11, p. 8034 (Vit. W.). 

8. M d  I- oulgo J O ~ B  m, ohnhn T k  
ringiaa oarclculum, apud MrmaoKml?, 1saript. Rsz. his., Vol. 11, 
pp. 1833-1884 (Rothe). 

B, ~ o o n d E ~ i n t h e g t s a t l e g a n d d M P ~  
pubhbed by KnoMouch at Stranburg, in 1617 ; fol. (Podond). 

10. Ssnno&h&Eli#bstlC,in the ~~ noowr IStmdh, 
Numbmy, 1487. Ssnn. CLV. 

11. P&m amnonun & #ndl, h y e d a  d utkh pit 
fmtcn, ~ T M  ~m !hmwm divi otdinir #ndi A c r d  At 
the end of the volruae we read : I+ ae d i l Q W  emandd ce- 
penrir ci- oiai ~ i i o p o I w  J O U ~  B p m m  a4 oringow: 
in o m  indurin'i Hmrici &an. Fhiunt frkbikr m m  dutb 
w&w d h  q A g d & m  quindscirno, mw d o h i ;  folio iu two 
colmuu. Pray noticed another edition of Hagueneau, 1501. 

19. Vita ill- ae dim Eh&thl rag& Hugowrum 
xiipto dib eleganthim qmr, W 8- JAOOBI Momm 
rpitasir, contained in the p t  collection of Stuinq entitled, lh 
A.obobic 8mchun eta., Vol. VI, Cbbtha AgipPag 1681. 

18. A& of H a h u t  by Jmamr MVBI, lib, XLVI, a. 44, 
pubhhed an a complement to the Ewbry of H a h u t ,  hy JLYI) 01 

Gmm, from the mnauwipts of the Royal Library, by the Marquh 
of Forth d'Urban, in 1634-36 (JW L~vBI). 

9. WBITEM SUBSEQUENT TO TBE REFOBMATION 

14. A m o x u B o m m ~ t 7 ~ ~ q v d u o r c u n ,  
dirnidio. Francof. 1681. 

16. d A n d r r & ~ l u n g m h ~ m ~ ~ ~ ) a B . ~ i ~  
o h?. P. Luar WADDIRQO hibmna, etc Seaond Edition; Rome, 
1739, folio, VoL I and If (Wadding). 

16. J u e m  h r w ,  L h  crirgo H a h u h  opera, Vol. 11, p. 808. 
17. brio &nldtz, aedp ta  o MmiAm Bu,m & rocirto(. 

Jsu. df- 1616. (Boder.) 
18. CbrtunhwlumM kmn&rIblyligmwn S.l%mckwoirdm 

m d h m r h w n & * m , w t d ~ ~ c J i y # n g s n o r n a , d r w d s n  
E. P . m  ~ i w T b m m , g u a n l i o m c ~ , d r r M ~  
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486 LIBE OF ST. E L m U r n  

bin- A h  c'Hmtop-BouA. &h&er, 1880, Wo., goth. 
%8 pp. without the prd. or the approbations. 

!l'hin work, cmmmted to the exaltation of the order of St. F n n 4  
contab, p a p  13&149, the life of St. Elizabeth of Hugmy. 

IS. T l i r ~ c l f ~ E ~ d a u g h t e r o f  t lbKingofHuapy,  
l h u A m o f T h u ~ p n t ~ o f t l b f l i i n l & ~ 6 t . ~ ,  
w n ' t ! u b b y t h a B . F . b P O t t ~ ~ ~ t s a i r s d , c o r r e d r d o n d ~ b y  
tlb a. F. Jurr-MABm, clf  tlb Bum &. Paria, 1660. (F. Apdl.) 

Sa Tlir l(fe of 8:. E l b d A ,  eta, by P. h w a n ,  nligiou, pcniknt 
of thr third or&r clfW M. P& l6M. (F. A d . )  

91. A-leaensr h h y  Buob . . . yon den lieben Qatter hei- 
ligen, etc. (Book of dect hbtoriea of the dear mints of W), 
F. U r n  ~n K o a m q  of the order of Capuchinq A d t u g ,  173%. 
(Fint Edition, 1699) ( K k ) .  The 53d h i i r y  of tht colleation, 
3d part, Vol. II, p. 802-886, M devoted to our 8rrint. 

88. Hittory of thr MonorOic Onie8,  by F. ~ Y O T .  Pula, 1718, 
Vol. VII, pp. 887-499. 

23. Vita 5. Elirobrtku oiduor, h&nwb Mm duch 
S a e o n i o q H & p P c ~ a t e m n i t O P ~ n r e ~ D . M ~ ~  
V ~ ~ m i U a A d ~ ~ h c u a B e L m I V H ~ n p ~ n p l i o r  
e r a t , M B S . ~ a u d * o e p a r p i i , ~ i l k u f t d q  
rtudio Qmmn PBIl8. J. d i a .  Tymaviat, 1770. 
M. Din &get& drt H. Ebb&,  von Jomm Qw MULIm, 

in the Annual of natfonrl btory, publLhed by Hormryr, in the 
year 1888. 

B. Paolrrenm 

I. h D A x I U ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ M & k ~ d ~ T h w l n g i o r ~  
apud MEmrona~lx, M p t .  Re. SQQDOniC. Vol. 111. (Ad. Onirr) 

%. Dioa El- lmqm&u eoronota; Eh- 
niu, der H. El idah,  in Ma' Migkn, von J. B. HaPPn, (Lutheran 
rector of the Teutonic Order). Marburg, 1646. (H-Z.) 

27. Qmaa. MIOHEL F ~ ~ ~ B K O B I P .  A h  00chidh 00)) da 
hliihdm ~~p w n g m ,  etc. 1684. 

%a J. J. Wmp~t.uunr (Bsnnmiblbng der HWm, 
&, (Hiatorid description of Hem?), Bmen ,  1698, fol. ( Wi*). 

The 6th pert of thh excellent work oontainn the hirtory of the 
Duke Lout and St. Elfsabeth, such er, had become urtional in tho#, 
countcia It irr here dated with a natud hplioftp, a raeuah u 
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to &bib, md a aympthy which make thh mdon one of the bed 
to mn~ult, .Rar primitive muream. The author 00ntirruaUy quote8 
a llltBnrwript entitled - t w f i g t b h  written 
in 1668 by Henry Crolachiun, and whiah - in ezhtano8 in 
1698. I made vain efforts to b d  it in the prcaant l i b d m  of 
Heme and Thuringir 

89. a r .  Ptorr P A O ~  W t w h  lhmawwh, do. lhmfod, 1698. 
30. AXDEEM TOP PIP^ Eirbrio k r  dodt E h d ,  oafoast. leBO. 
81. Joh. M i A  KOOE H* Emdhwbg con dm, Bdba 

Warhug ob EiwMcli, eta. 1710. 
88. D o r i m J a h + 1 7 0 8 ~ u r P d ~ E ~ a o r , J o ~ l j m  

LIXPBW. 1709. 
38. BiM #ndaun E m  (Eliznbeth of S o h ~ u ,  who 

died in 1066, lrnd our own Saint) uduti iuwtriaiirncmm, &lu. XI d 
XII, Wium oaitahi eumpho in H d  nwmoh crwnullrrunbic d 
mmmi, cbebtdq o J. A. L~BKHWHT, eta Qiem 17%. 

84. J. H. Vomr Fwmmmnu T b h g k &  dm& 8 v. E$art, 
1788. 

85. J.Q.A. Q ~ a ~ T M M n g * u .  Qothq1788. 
88. Thti&@& w* wr  SAG^^ hhbhmnm * 

piwen, eta 1787. 
57. E ~ d w h & + L m & a $ n c o n T M k i n g n , w d H ~  

&, con Da KIBL WILEELM JDLITI. lot Edition, Zurich, 1797; 
2d Edition, Marburg# 1836 (Jwk'). 

I o m  a tribute of rinaere racognition to Dr. J& mperintendent 
(binhop) of the Lutherpn Oh& at Marburg, whow writings and 
ir&mctive mematiw furnished me with the eulieat idormation 
I obtained upon the hi6tory of our Saint, and who han devoted a 
great part of hi life to the tank of bringing to light the vktum and 
the glory of Elinbath. 

88. J. C. S. T~oa, &Moa Worthy, ete. 4th Edition. B b e n d ~ ,  
1886. 

80. ~ h i d o t y o f U I h o w s o f H ~ b p B p . m n T w r r r r m .  
Btrerburg, 1819. 

40. Gkhkhta oon Hmm, con OEBI~TOPH Boyya* 1830. 
41. G ~ & & I  &r H-fen und ihnr Zit (Httarp of the 

Em- of the h o w  of Hohemtaden d their Epoch), by 
~ X D D B ~ O  DB hUXA& 
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l . D a r L s l # n & I c d r k , t ~ ~ L u d r r d g i , & r d r  
w a 8 ~ g a o l b l u n d s c w r f d r r ~ ~ ~  
E ~ . . . d c u ~ n l i d e r & r U r i n ~ ~ y n u I b y -  
d i c h  g m d  id oon j- bir yn ricun tod(Lifeof thenobleand 
virtuow Louis, who m the l e g i W  hwband .nd lord of the 
dn t ly  .nd most noble lady b b e t h ,  writtan by Lard M o l d ,  
hirr chaplain, who wan intimate with him trom htr youth to the time 
of hirr d d ) .  A double Glennur m & p t  in the libmy of 
Gotha, No. 53. The other copy in that of Camel ( E A d d  MB.). 

3 . P i b 8 . E l h d w U u n ~ o f r a k r C a s r w i o , r w r r d d r i o  
cnoMlkrio aoUir Sanedi P h  Thh p d o w  doanmest, due to r 
celebrated writer of the Order of Citearu, known by the nrme of 
CbeauCw H&w&m& who died in 1887, sir p a ~  after 8t. 
Eli~beth, ir n o t i d  in a very rnpdcial mannez by Iaibni* 
I n h i  t e. w. Wunm., Vol. 11, p. 47; and Huaheim, BiMioL 
&hirnr. ,  p. 46. Y. J u d  tip, in htr laat edition, that he hae 
not been able to v d y  its exiatenoe. I diwovered it among the 
metmiah gathered by the Bollandbts for the 6oo.tinuation of the 
Acta Banotoram, whieh at pmmt  are depited in the library of 
Bourgogne at B r u u h  
a.DmLisbsnfiolwn#RtEly&thdrrLw&q&tkba,(Lue 

of the dear lady &int Elizabeth the duchem). Qerman m a n d p t ,  
No. CY, of the celebrated Palatine Libray of Heidelbeq, sant to 
Rome by the Duke hximUian of Bavaria in 1699, md returned 
to Heidelberg in 1816. (Cod. Pal. Heid.) I am wnvinced that 
thin mrmmcript Is bat a tramlation of the Latin m a n d p t  fra- 
quently quoted by Wadding, in htr Annoh, Mimm, M the work 
of a l k a n h  wntampolarp, whom he thw d d b e s ,  VoL 11, 
p. S l l :  Anotubmvu, mnviw pui ea m ~ ~ ~ v l l  wl a6 a l i h  esrtrjidr 
~ p w c d r r o n d o ~ ~ t s l t c r t w .  Thkrntinmanu- 
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aoriptwaa atLouvainin Wadding'; time; Imught foritinvaiuin 
the libnrica d that aity. 

4. H a r t m m m m m & ~ ~ ~ E l i r o k t A ~ o f & K ~  
of Hwgwy. Murwaript No. 7638 of the Royal Libray of Par4 
writtan in the fourhath century. (Butdqf.) Thh in the hkc 
tory in W c h  veme of our Wt, the oelebrcrted troubadour R u b  
beuf, one of the riohart poets of our u r h t  literatam, who flowhhd 
during the hot half of the thirtdenth ocmtprp and died in 1810. 
H e d d b h i d i n t h e f o l l 0 w i n g v s n s r : -  

He sip that Mantar Ennl nqwnted him to cornpas thh poem, 

in honor of Queen hbella, wife of King Thibrut of Navrrrcr. The 
8rint L here .lway~'dsd hbdk He m p  Phanudr : - 

Gate cwtotre 
Qui mt renue de Honrgie 
Si mt le procba d la vie 
IYme dune que Ihem Crh 
dimr trot (ce dit li d), 
Qu'il l'spla & son aedm. 
De lgi lit on en ufnte eglire ; 
81 corn hon tlent Ie lit AM, 
Dolt on tenfr uinte Yubel 
A uinte, a uge  et r ren60. 
Van Men oe fut d uenb 
QImto31fulaoll~n~1ltfwn 
Et u tandue et la m m t h .  . . . ' 

5. CIU canma& &I minu P W .  A m a n d p t  of the 
thhteenth century, of the King'a Lib- at Par@ department of 
8nht-Chnain dsr FM, No. 186s (Lc MoiM ROW).  

Another poem in W c h  varw in honor of Bt. Elizabeth, by a 

1 poem hu rtnce been publirhed by M. Acbille Jubinrl, in hfr 
completa edition of Butebeuf. 
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490 LIFE OF ST. ELIZbBETB 

oontempoy author (u ia evident h a  the writing dona of the 
m~nwript) who p b  of hlmult in thin v a n  whicb d u d -  
hb work : - 

& o f l i r r B o k r f Q f ~  

B .&ntrEI#ktL&m A ~ n p o a m , i a b u d b i t ( . o t  
Dam~tdt; of 891 papa, written in the fourteenth mtury, the 
h g u g e  of which, howewer, mem~ to dab kaL to the thhkmth. 
A o o n d d ~ l e  portion of it a p e  in the collection antitled 
DU&, pnbhhd by P r o C ~  -of Berlin (CW. Dam#.). 

7. VonmthRyddha A&manpoem,inagrertlgend,ia 
rhyme, of the Liby of StrPrburg, depubmnt of the Johmnita, 
A. 77, 'on parahmsnt, writing of the fourteanth aantury. (CW. 
A r m . )  

The life of our &int m p i a  paga 178 to 408 of thin rolame f s  
folio. 

8. VonS&EZmWm Algend,inpmee,dthe&fnt,inthe 
m a n M p t  eoubotion of HnmAm of I h m m E ,  entitled L&n dQ 
HcilQm Awdigkn, and beuJq the &tea 1Xb and lWJ in the 
Palathe Lib- of Heidelbeq, No. 0x111 and OXIV ( H m  
mt8.). 

9. Vdta b t o c  E k W .  M a n M p t  in the LIlny of the Vati- 
urn, No. 4401, ff, W) to 87, on parchment, bound with the .rmr of 
the Borgham, writing of the fourteanth csotnry (CW. I&). 

lo. Vito 8. B h b d h  Hungda T&W. h & p t  of the 
hur8ntian Library at Flmc8, aeW XXVII, Ood. I, No. 18. 
Notiwd by Montknoon, Biblioth. Manw., No. 399 (CW. Pbr.). 

11. Legen& &r H. E L M  und St. &&mud ir mat&, inthe 
m a n d p t  d e d  the h i c k  of A n d & ,  in the Libnuy of Munich, 
sod. &m. 918. 

IS. Hirtorio 6txleAutim I m J  prr M. N I W ~  Rmcumz, 
dated in lml, in the library dthe  gymdum at E i m d .  

la JOE. W-, ~ ~ ~ i & ~ d r a r t j h ~ i r  
M, Cbnmdi dr Mwpcg, &n&aorh dioos EtbdAw, ate. 0011wtion 
of m a n h p t  documents in Latin of the wventecmth oanhq,  in the 
library of f h t ~ ~ l .  Hdocu ,  foL No. 11% 

14. Lsbsn Mag. bwdi oon M w b g ,  by J. N. &!-9 

lib- of Csesel. Hau. 4O, No. 186. 
16. Among the metddn and man&@ dooamentr gathad 
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togsther by the J d b  of Antwerp, called Bolleodirrtq for the oon- 
tinuation of the& oollection of the A d o  &2wwhm, and wbich are 
to be f d  I& the p m m t  time well ~mnged and bound together 
in the order of data, in the BurgandiPn Libray I& Bnmeh, &one 
relative to St E b b e t h  ocoupy two thirdn of a volume folio devoted 
to the d11tr of the lBth of Novembes (MJ. BOLLAND. k.). 

I have not thought i t  nmamry to include in thin ennm&tion dl the 
I& and Gkamsn Chmnicleq nor dl the livea, mom or lea  detailed, 
of the &nb, whicb give any inbraation concerning Ilk Ehbeth, 
and which I have oonenlted; the number of mch would have been 
too great. F. Oirg, of tho order of M h h ,  in hb Liwe of &I 
Sain&, publhhed in the seventeenth century, d d  that mom than 
a hundred authon had treated of thia life ; ond today one might 
d e l y  plece the number at three timm that. 

But there are some worh a p d d l y  devoted to om Saint, which 
remain unknown to me, in spite of all my d a .  I note 
particularly : - 

lo. The Iatin mmrwript of the c o n t n m p o ~ e o ~ ~  hh 
quoted by Wadding, u being of Louvain. (8ea above No. 14 of the 
prinb and a of the menosmipb.) 

So. Tlkrrwru, a ~ u m  !l%dqbw, of H. C~o~uninm.  
Ma of 1sm. 

aO. Jo~oove O l ; r m v ~ m w  dr N W  S. B h b d h  rano. 
4O. H. Huonrra, Ang&, Sbo. J a ,  Hirtorio dr 19. ELimbthq 

Paria, 1888, 80. 
6'. Lady, Hemy of Gand, aallsd the Solemn Doctar, in hir 

book entitled, Cktdqu critmunr i U u r t z i y  written in the thirteenth 
century, to nerve u a oupplemmt to St. Jmme'r Chtalogue of 
Eccleaiantid writem, continued by Siibert of Qembloarq sap, con- 
earning QEIUD, s monk of Baint-Quentin, at Lilb : " &ripeit 
plurirmr miraculq gum B. Elhbeth de Thnringis, paat martem 
mum didtar f u i  operatr." Quoted by M. Huet, in hie excellent 
R a m h  upon the life and the doosine of Henry of Ghnd. 
1838, p. 1B6. 
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