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THE LIFE

or

SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES,
BISHOP AND 1 KIN CE OF GENEVA.

BOOK I.

CIIAI TKIi I.

OF THE ANCESTORS, COUNTRY, PARENTS, BIRTTT, AND

EARLY EDUCATI IN OF ST. FRANCIS DE SALES.

AT the time when the Catholic Church was

governed by St. Pius V., the Eoman empire by
Ferdinand L, the kingdom of France by Charles IX.,

and the duchy of Savoy by Emanuel Philibert,

Francis was born in the castle of Sales, from whence

the family derives its name: the castle is situated at

about three leagues distance from Annecy, a prin

cipal town of the province of Geneva. Ilis father

was Francis, Lord of Sales, Boysi, Ballayeson, and

Villaroget; his mother was Frances de Sionas,

daughter of Melchior, Lord of Tuille and Vallieres,

both illustrious by birth, piety, and riches. The

family of Sales is one of the most ancient of Savoy.
The first of whom we find mention is Gerard, who,

VOL. I. I.
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2 S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

in the eleventh centurjr, held rank as a nobleman in

the army of Rodolph, king of Burgundy; at whose

death he was deputed to convey the sceptre and

crown of that kingdom to the Emperor Conrad.

From thenceforward the descendants of that noble

family have ever maintained the rank of nobility,

have been honoured by the confidence of their

sovereigns, in time both of peace and war, and were

enriched by so many fiefs, that the father of our

Saint reckoned eight. The arms consisted of an oval

shield with a deep azure ground and two golden

bands, to which a crescent and two stars were after

wards added, on the following occasion. Peter Lord

of Sales accompanied Count Amadeus of Savoy when

he went to the relief of Ehodes, besieged by the

Turks
; they were overtaken by a storm, but as the

Lord of Sales was the first to catch sight of Castor

and Pollux, (the indication of fair weather,) Count

Amadeus desired him to add a crescent and two stars

to his escutcheon; and thus do the armorial bear

ings stand to this day. In an old family picture this

shield is held by a Hercules holding a club in his

hand, and with two savages at his feet, their wea

pons cast down, their loins girded, and their heads

encircled with poplar leaves.

The House of Sales has been ennobled at various

epochs; in the year 1613 it was erected into a

barony, an earldom in 1643, and finally a marquisate

in 1664. We must not silently pass over the excel

lent qualities of the parents of our saint, although

the worth of the tree may be judged from the beauty
of the fruit. His noble father was universally

respected for his probity and honour; he was most
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8. FRANCIS DE SALES. 3

exact in the discharge of his duties as a Christian,

of upright heart, and very zealous for the Catholic

religion.

He bore arms during the Flemish wars, though
without indulging in the rioefl of the camp; he

1 tlu- princes of Luxemburg and Martigny on

many important occasi- When Savoy -was re

stored to Kmanuel Philihert, he retired to his

castle of Sales, and married Frances de Sionas in 1 .V&amp;gt;9.

No marriage could have been happier, both being
endowed with so much virtue that peace and con

cord ever reigned between them. Francos was

graced with tender piety and modesty, which made

her love retirement and shun the commerce of the

world; but it was zeal for religion which specially

distinguished this worthy couple, and at the period

of which we treat, Calvinism had taken root in

Geneva and the neighbouring territories; its doc

trines were commodious, and it was considered the

religion of the superior wits of the age.

Of the many virtues conspicuous in the Count

and Countess of Sales alms-deeds deserve particular

mention; these rendered them dear to God and

men, and drew down innumerable blessings on their

family. With holy eagerness and exactitude they

practised the advice of Tobias, advice particu

larly necessary to persons engaged in the world:
&quot; Turn not thine eyes from the poor, that God may
not look aside from thee; if thou hast much, give

much, if thou hast little, of that little give willingly.&quot;

Although their charity extended to every sort of

poverty, they knew that the royal prophet calls them

blessed who can distinguish between the poor and
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4 S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

the poor ; hence they studied in the first place to

relieve those poor Catholics whose property was

seized upon by heretics. To such as these, who

wisely preferred their faith to all earthly possessions,

the parents of our Saint not only furnished the

necessaries of life, but endeavoured to procure

them those comforts which they had been accus

tomed to in their respective positions in the world.

Their charity saved many families from the danger,

or at least from the temptation of embracing heresy,

and preserved them in their fidelity to God and His

holy Church. Their proximity to Geneva and the

Swiss, gave them frequent opportunities for practis

ing this species of generosity, under circumstances

where a less ardent charity would have cooled; that

of the Count and Countess of Sales became on the

contrary, more ardent, and God rewarded them for

it by giving them a saint for their son, a son that

may fairly be called the fruit of their good works.

Frances, who had long been married without hav

ing children, no sooner found herself likely to become

a mother, than she dedicated her offspring to the

Lord; and she fervently renewed her offering on the

following interesting occasion. AnnaD Este, daugh
ter of Hercules Duke of Ferrara, and widow of the

Duke de Guise, so treacherously massacred near

Orleans, formed a second marriage Avith James of

Savoy, Duke of Nemours ;
and accompanied as she

was by the two cardinals of Lorraine and Guise,

together with a noble suite, she halted at Annecy.

Every one was anxious to show due honour to the

bride and her illustrious cavalcade; amongst others,

the Countess of Sales repaired to the city to assist at
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S. FRANCIS IT. SAM

her court At tin? request ofthelhi \.-iin&amp;gt;urs,

the Ihike of 9 ted to have the holy

windin,ur-sluvt lir.Midit from Chambezry, where it v,

piVMTVud, to Annerv. This pivciou- ivlir i&amp;gt; a lari:e

cloth or &amp;gt;lurr, in which the -
!&amp;gt;-&amp;gt;dy

of our Lord

was wrapped after death, and which bears imprin:

on its upper and under parts His own divine iL uiv,

ly no other hand than that of His

love, and coloured with no ink than that of

III- 1, a treftUUQQ a:id reli.,- of \v!ii&amp;lt;:h the royal

house of J the fortunate possessor, and ren

dered fainou&amp;gt;
}&amp;gt;y

the pilgrimages of Ainadt-us, tlie

pious Duke of Savoy, of Francis, king of France,

and of St. Charles Borroineo, as well us by the many
miracles wrought in favour of those who have had

recourse to it. It is only exposed to the faithful on

special ocea&amp;gt;ions, and when several bisho: I pre

lates can as-ist at the ceremonial, and cold indeed

must be the heart that could view unmoved this

blood-stained portrait of our Kedeemer.

On the occasion in question, when it was dis

played in the Church of our Lady at Annecy, the

Countess of Sales was present, and felt her whole

soul excited to fervour and devotion as she contem

plated this unequivocal mark of God s love for man.

She experienced such pious affections as she had

never known before, and amidst tears and prayers,

she, like the mother of Samuel, consecrated her yet

unborn babe to Jesus, beseeching Him to be a father

to it, to preserve it from the corruptions of the world,

and to deprive her of the honour of being a mother,

rather than allow her to give birth to a child that
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6 S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

should ever become His enemy by losing the grace of

baptism.

It is currently believed that the first prayers

before this sacred portrait never go unanswered, pro

vided the petitions refer to the salvation of souls ;

at all events the prayer of the lady of Sales had its

full effect. Our Lord heard the mother, and loaded

the son with such an abundance of blessings, that

not only did he preserve his baptismal robe unsullied

till death, but even increased the grace of this first

sacrament, so as to be raised to the eminent degree

of sanctity which will be developed in the course of

this history.

The Countess returned to the castle of Sales with

a feeling of happy confidence that God had accepted

the offering of her unborn babe; moreover, she

prognosticated something of her child s future career,

from certain mysterious dreams, which she related

with great simplicity to her husband, and although

he chided her for what he called the folly of notic

ing such trifles, and the superstition of relying on

them, she nevertheless told him that she dreamt

she had given birth, not to a noble infant, but to a

little shepherd, who ran about in all directions to

collect his scattered flock; another of these myste
rious dreams will be related elsewhere. Any one

who recollects the dreams recorded in Scripture, and

those of the mothers of St. Dominic and St. Andrew

Corsini, will readily believe that in the present in

stance, God intended to signify His designs upon the

child. The pious mother communicated on the

festival of the Assumption, and six days later, that is

on Thursday, the 21st of August, 1567, she gave
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S. FRANCIS DE SALES. 7

birth to a son, in the seventh month of her preg

nancy. Later in lite, he used to express his delight

at having been born within the octave of the

principal festival of the Blessed Virgin Mary, to

whm he was ever most affectionately devoted, and

through whose patronage he received most signal

favours.

On the 28th of August he was regenerated in the

holy waters of baptism, in the parish church of

Thorens, the family territory, when the nobility of

the n. urhood hastened to offer their congratu

lations to the Lord and Lady of Sales on the birth

of their first child. He was named Francis Bona-

venture, after his sponsors, Francis delle Flechere,

prior of the Benedictin house at Challengy, and his

grandmother Bonaventura de Chiuron, married to

the Lord of Flechere; he was also named Francis in

honour of St. Francis of Assisium, to whom the

room in which the child was born was dedicate.!,

and in which was a picture of the saint, representing

him in the act of preaching to the birds and fishes.

Moreover, he was so named in honour of St. Francis

of Paula, to whom his mother vowed him before

his birth. His baptism was celebrated with muni

ficent hospitality, and with alms-giving which lasted

from day-break until night, so great was the joy

occasioned by the birth of a Saint, destined to be

the ornament of his family name, the honour of

Savoy, the admiration of the world, and one of the

pillars of the Church.

We may here mention, that before the canoniza

tion of the Saint, his brother Lewis intended making

over the castle of Sales to the Visitation order, that
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S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

so the house in which this great Saint was born

might he ever consecrated to the service of God. For

this purpose he put himself to great expense in

repairing the castle of Thorens for his own family,

but the poverty of the order, together with the wars,

prevented the accomplishment of this pious project,

a project which would have completed the glory of

our Saint.

His premature birth was a cause of his being

extremely small, weak, and delicate; for a time his

nurses found it necessary to wrap him in cotton, and

use the greatest care to rear him. His mother was

unable to nurse him herself, and for one reason or

other she was obliged frequently to change his

nurses, who all attested that he gave them little

or no trouble, and that in the cradle he looked like

a little angel; they also declared that they often

found him with his arms crossed upon his breast,

and for this reason they did not swathe him in the

usual manner. The doctors were of opinion that he

would not live; but care, and still more Providence

which destined him to great things, preserved him,

contrary to all expectation ;
he grew up robust and

of full size. In imitation of the mother of Samuel,

the Countess of Sales gave a liberal distribution of

alms at the period of his weaning, procured the cele

bration of many masses, had him blessed by a holy

priest, and thus testified her anxiety for her

first-born, as well as the piety of her own heart.

As she trained his advancing steps she watched his

budding beauty and the indications of future excel

lence, with delight; his little engaging manners won

all hearts, his exterior corresponded with his virtu-
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S. FRANCIS DE SALES. \)

ous inclinations, and grace seemed to have formed

him entirely for itself, lie was docile and submis

sive to his superiors, and and cordial towards

every one; above all. he was noticed for hi&amp;gt; remark

able : and this wa&amp;lt; hi- preservative against

the first assaults of nee, The tir&amp;gt;t woids he ir

were, to the astonishment of tho&amp;gt;e who heard him,

the following: &quot;God and my mother love me very

much;
1

this was looked upon as a sure sign that he

was prevented by grace; for, though it was natural

enough for children to be sensible of the loving

caresses of their mothers, it is unquestionably beyond
their infantine powers to know and understand that

God loves them. From thenceforward he accustomed

liiniM-lf to pronou ry devoutly the sacred nan,

of Jesus and Mary, in whom later he was to find his

greatest delight. The Countess of Sales, -who coii-

sidered her child as a precious deposit confided to

her by God, and of -which she was to give Him an

account, laid aside most of her other occupations to

devote herself unreservedly to the good education of

a son who already disclosed such excellent inclina

tions, and Francis so far profited by her instructions

as to excite her astonishment; she told Madame de

Chantal that she might tell wonders of the infancy

of the servant of God, having witnessed how extra

ordinarily he was prevented by heavenly blessings,

and how he breathed out divine love from his ear

liest years. His father, on his part, neglected

nothing towards training him up suitably to his

rank, and inspiring him with truly Christian senti

ments; in a word, both his parents endeavoured to

make him a pious young nobleman; well knowing
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10 S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

that childhood, like soft wax, receives any impression
either of vice or virtue, according to the example

placed before it. They kept him at a distance from

ill-behaved children, and from menial servants, who
but too frequently prove the medium of corrupting
noble youths, teaching them to do ill and to speak

worse; as for games, they were only allowed in

moderation, and such as depended more on skill

than on chance. By degrees this assiduous culture

converted natural propensities into virtues. Even

in his childhood he seemed to possess the maturity
of age, being remarkable for keenness of intellect,

modesty of demeanour, and earnestness of energy.

He was affable in manner, and extremely docile under

instruction, all pretty sure indications that he would

grow up an accomplished cavalier.

The Countess of Sales deserves the highest com

mendation for her assiduity in training his youthful

mind to virtue; she took him with her to church,

inspiring him with deep reverence for this holy

place, for sermons, and for every other pious exercise.

She read the saints lives to him, a spiritual food well

proportioned to his age, mingling with it devout

reflections suited to a child s capacity; but above

all, she was most careful to second her teaching by

example. The holy child corresponded with, and

even surpassed the hopes of the worthy mother.

When at prayer, or assisting at holy mass, there

shone forth in him a piety and recollection quite

superior to his age. One of his principal recreations

consisted in erecting little altars, and in imitating

the ceremonies of the Church, the usual indication

of a good disposition, and of vocation to the ecclesi-
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S. FRANCIS DE SALES. 11

astical state, as we rend of St. Athanasins and St.

Charles. Sincere in his words, he preferred pun-

i-luneiit rather than excuse himself by the slight

deviation from truth. His parents Lad instilled in

his mind the greatest horror of a lie, a vice as com

mon to childhood as it is contrary to its simplicity.

His charity towards the poor was extraordinary;

not content with distributing all that he received

from his mother tor the purpose, (and she took great

pleasure in constituting him her little almoner,) he

also gave them what he received for his own plea

sure, and often asked his pa: or more when his

own funds were exhausted, and very frequently he

gave away part of his meals when he had nothing

more left at his disposal.

We find noticed, in the processes of the Saint s

canonization, three striking incidents connected with

his love for the poor in his infancy. The first is,

that on the day of his baptism, his nurse placed him

on the table, at which were seated those to whom

the Count of Sales distributed alms, as we have

already related; the child remained there a long

time looking intently on those poor people, as if it

gave him pleasure to gaze upon such a multitude of

friends and members of Jesus Christ. The second

is, that when he was carried into the court-yard, if

he saw a beggar there, he strove to go towards him,

so that his nurses were obliged to cover his eyes, to

prevent his agitation. Whenever he cried, the most

effectual way to pacify him was to give him some

thing to carry to his friends, as they styled the poor.

The third is, that when he grew older, he used to

slip away from his tutors, and go to the same court
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12 S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

to distribute whatever lie had been able to save for

the poor; and he did this so privately, and with

such tender kindness as to excite admiration. But
what is still more worthy of remark is, that he could

distinguish poor Catholics from the heretics, and

would separate them: he seemed to be endowed with
a peculiar instinct in this respect; for he could tell

the difference by merely looking at them, or by
touching their garments. In distributing his alms,
he always began with the former, saying,

&quot; You
are my brethren and my friends : it is my duty in

the first place to feed and clothe the household of the

faith ; whereas you who are not in communion with

the body of Jesus Christ, must be content with the

remnants; but if you return to the bosom of the

church, you shall be treated as her true children,

and shall be seated at table with the rest of our

brethren.&quot;

In consequence of some misunderstanding with

the Duke of Nemours, the Lord of Sales was

obliged to withdraw to Chablais, a country already

much infected with heresy. He established his

family in the Castle of Brens, taking thither his

wife and little Francis, who thus began his sanctifi-

cation. by imitating the flight into E^ypt. It would

almost seem as if Providence would even at this

early age, make him acquainted with a place, where

later he was to fight his chief battles ; a place which

was to furnish materials to his conquests, and to

prove the most glorious object of his victories.
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8. FRANCIS DE SALES. 13

CIIAI TKU II.

EARLY STUIUKS OF ST. FKAXCIS.

\ViiKN Francis had reached his sixth year, his

father, perceiving his aptitude for learning, sent him

to college, much against the inclination of his

mother, who -was anxious to retain him under her

own care, at least until the seeds of piety had taken

divp.T root in his heart: with well-grounded appre

hension, she feared lest her son should iml&amp;gt;il&amp;gt;e vice

with literature. The pious mother knew the dan

gers to which youth is exposed in colleges, where

one diseased sheep is sufficient to infect the whole

flock, in spite of the vigilance of the masters: on

this account she wi-hed to have her son educated

under good masters at home. I .nt the Count,

though a man of great piety, had less elevated views

than his lady; and considering the benefit of emula

tion amongst children, insisted on sending Francis

to Rocca, where he advanced as rapidly in his

studies, as he had advanced in piety at home under

the tuition of his mother. In this college he ac

quired the first rudiments of grammar under Peter

Battelier, whilst he lodged and boarded with a

schoolmaster of the name of Dumax.

After a brief sojourn at Rocca, he and three of

his cousins were sent to the college of Annecy.

Annecy is an ancient city, which derives its name

from Titus Anicius who governed the Allobroges

for the Roman Empire. It is agreeably situated

amidst fertile hills and fields, the air is salubrious;

and, at the time of which we write, it was the resi-
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dence of the bishop of Geneva, driven from his see

by heretics : many events have rendered it remark

able; but none more so than the lengthened abode

in it of our Saint, and its actual possession of his

remains. The Dukes of Nemours generally resided

there when they visited Savoy. Eustachius Capius,

canon and official of the Church of Geneva, the

Abbot of St. Angelo in Sicily, founded a college

here for humanities, rhetoric, and philosophy; he

placed it under the government of the doctors of

Louvain, intending that his own country should not

be left without the means of education. It was to

this college then that our Francis was sent; where

amongst his contemporaries he shone like a sun

amidst stars. He seems to have felt an inward

impulse to study; he buried himself in his books,

clearly demonstrating his strong inclination to learn

ing. He spared himself no trouble, and took notes

of the more striking passages in his lectures, to have

them ready for use in due time and place ;
and as

his person was majestic, his voice sonorous, and his

countenance beautiful, he was frequently chosen by
his professor or master to give declamations. Pos

sessing as he did a powerful mind, an excellent

memory, a natural turn for eloquence, with a refined

taste in the choice of his authors, it is not surprising

.that he should have been one of the most learned pre

lates of his age; as he unquestionably was one of

the most holy. All the authors who have written

his life were never satisfied with treating of the

singular qualifications of this blessed child. Modest

in his demeanour, composed in gesture, neat without

affectation, he made himself respected by his com-
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panions; and lie, profiting by the authority -which

his birth and virtue gave him, admonished them

so sweetly and unassumingly, that many &amp;lt;&amp;gt;f them

declared that his very presence deterred them from

evil he thus renewing in Savoy what had he.

witnessed in Sienna in the days of St. Bernurdin.

He tolerated the tailings of others with great dis

cretion; and being most charitable in compi ionati-

them, he offered to undergo the punishment awarded

to his cousin Caspar, who, with tears and screams,

entreated to be let off: Francis having voluntarily

consented to accept the chastisement, suffered it

without the least display of regret. His sense of

justice was equally remarkable: by orders of his

father, one of his servants bought him a pair of

gloves, and as the man refused to give the hosier

the price he asked, the youth made up the sum out

of his own pocket-money: he did much the same

with regard to the toll over a bridge, which his

servant refused to pay; Francis insisted on giving

the money himself, saying it was only just to pay
those poor people their demands, since they gave

their sweat and toil for the convenience of the

public. In truth these are but trivial traits of

good-feeling; nevertheless they were indications of

what the future man would be.

It must not be supposed that Francis devoted

himself so exclusively to study, as to neglect that

which was far more important, namely, progress in

piety; to strengthen himself then in this, he asked

to receive confirmation. How often we might weep
to see the indifference with which this sacrament,

(which imparts a plenitude of graces, and which
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renders us perfect Christians,) is but too often

received. Francis, however prepared himself for it

with many prayers, and presented himself to it with

such fervour and modesty, that the Bishop Justi

nian inquired who he was, admiring the fine dispo

sition which he could read upon the youth s coun

tenance; and publicly, declaring that he would one

day become a celebrated personage and the wonder

of his age.

Unquestionably the grace of that sacrament was

not received in vain, for, from thenceforward he

advanced more rapidly than ever in the path of

virtue. He prescribed for himself certain daily

devotions, appointed a determinate time to be spent

in pious reading, regulated his visits to the churches,

and was most exact in observing these regulations,

unless lawfully hindered, but never would he allow

caprice to interfere with them.

In the summer season, when his companions spent

their evenings in pleasant country rambles, he

remained at home to read the saints lives to his

hostess who was an invalid. On recreation days,

when he went to amuse himself with others, he

generally invited some of them to go and pray with

him, or he withdrew to some retired spot to pray

alone. He had a particular partiality to the isles of

Tier, whither he would engage his associates to

accompany him, and there, kneeling down in the

shade of the magnificent foliage, they would sing the

Litanies of our Blessed Lady and other prayers ;
while

he, with devout generosity reminded them that it

was well to begin to serve God betimes, and that
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they ought to pray then whilst they had time and

opportunity for doing so.

In his recreations he was most modest, though
cheerful, carefully shunning whatever was contrary

to strict propriety and delicacy, insomuch, that in

the height of summer none of his companions
?aw him bathe, or with his breast uncovered; he

was as scrupulous in his dress as he was in his con

duct.

Thus passed the first years of our Saint; and, as in

hi&amp;lt; later life he became the model of priests and

bishops, so, in his
y&amp;gt;ung days, he might be looked

upon as the model of ^udents and of youth.

CIIAPTE^III.

HE RECEIVES THE CLERICAL TOXSUKE AND IS SENT TO

PURSUE HIS STUDIES AT PARIS.

DIVINE PROVIDENCE, which so admirably disposes

the lives of the saints, made use of human means to

cause Francis of Sales to be a learned man. His

father perceiving that it was useless to detain him

any longer at Annecy, and judging from his progress
that he was equal to the higher sciences, hoped that

his talents would enhance the lustre of his family.
He resolved, therefore, on sending him to Paris, that

he might complete his course of studies at the

college of Navarre. The name of Paris suffices to

give one the idea of a city which is the Athens of

France, whilst the multitude of its inhabitants con

stitutes it a miniature world. The Count of Sales
VOL. I.-3
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unfolded his projects to his lady, who, having so

reluctantly consented to have her son sent to

Annecy, was still more unwilling to see him depart
for Paris, nor would she agree to it but on condi

tion of his first spending some months with her at

home. It was her object to arm him well, before

exposing him to the trials of a vast city, generally

speaking, the abode of great vices as well as of great
virtues. She endeavoured, therefore, to instil into

him the most Christian sentiments, and such maxims

of piety as should be able to preserve him innocent

even in the midst of the vicious, unscrupulous youths
who usually abound in large colleges.

Francis, who wished to choose the Lord for his por

tion, hearing that the Bishop of Bagnarea was going

to confer orders at Clermont in the Genevese terri

tory, earnestly entreated his father to permit him to

take the clerical tonsure. The Lord of Sales was

much displeased at such a request, so completely at

variance with his own designs. Perceiving his son s

strong inclination to piety, he suspected that he

would perhaps aim at the ecclesiastical or the reli

gious state, whereas it was his own intention to

establish him in the world in a manner suited to his

birth and personal qualifications , however, following

the dictates of prudence, he feared that a positive

refusal would induce a step which he was most

anxious to avoid; he knew that a naturally noble

mind surmounts opposition, and being a pious man,
he reflected that it would be useless to oppose the

designs of Francis, if they were conformable to

those of God; moreover, he thought there would be

cruelty in saddening a son who was a source of so
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much happiness to his parent- ;
lie gave him therefore

the required con-ent, hoping tliat time would change
his views, as might ea-ily be the case, because the

t&amp;lt;&amp;gt;nsure does not absolutely prevent its recipient from

remaining in the world.

11 iviiu thus obtained his father s permission, he

repaired to Clermont, carrying with him der A
letters from the canon, John -general of

the church of Geneva; and he received the tmiMire

in the ember-days of September, l.~&amp;gt;78,
to his own

indescribable delight. In those days the tonsure

was given with great facility, in consequence of

which many disgraced and abandoned the ecclesias

tical state. But it was not so with our pious y&amp;lt;&amp;gt;uth,

who seems to have despoiled himself of every desire

of earthly greatness when he assumed the surplice;

and in putting it on he ar tin 1 same time clothed

himself with the new man of justice and of truth.

From Clermont he returned to the castle of Sales,

where he learnt from his mother that his father

intended sending him to the college of Navarre,

there to complete his course of studies. This

arrangement was unsatisfactory on one account: he

was most anxious to pursue his studies, it is true,

but he wished to do so in the schools directed by
the Society of Jesus; however, as it was his inviola

ble rule never to oppose the will of his beloved

parents, he merely suggested to his mother the ad

vantages which he might derive in the college lately

founded for those fathers at Paris. He entreated

her to reflect on the high fame of the Jesuit fathers,

on the esteem and respect which they secure from

their pupils, whom they nurture alike in piety and
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learning : the same he knew might be the case in

other colleges, yet as his inclination led him so deci

dedly to prefer one governed by the society, he

thought this very inclination a sign that his studies

would advance better there than elsewhere, and he

presumed it would be a matter of indifference to his

father in which college he pursued his education,

provided he did but advance in learning. His

mother acquiesced in these arguments, and like a

pious lady as she was, cared much more for the pre

servation of her son s innocence, than to see him

grow up an accomplished courtier, as his father

wished. She used her influence so successfully, that

the Count so far changed his plan as to permit his

son to enter the college of Clermont instead of that

of ]N&quot;avarre.

In the meantime preparations were made for his

departure, his parents giving him excellent advice

suited to his circumstances. In her maternal anx

iety, the Countess frequently repeated to him the

celebrated maxim of the holy mother of St. Lewis:
&quot; God only knows how dear you are to me; never

theless, I had rather see you dead before my eyes

than hear that you had committed one mortal sin.&quot;

She inspired him with a tender love for God, and

endeavoured to fill his heart with filial confidence in

Him, saying to him, like the mother of the Macca

bees,
&quot; whatever men may think, it is not I who

have given you being and life. I am your mother

only inasmuch as the Lord has been pleased to make

use of me to bring you into the world. It is true

you were formed in my body, but I neither gave

you your limbs nor the blood which flows in your
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veins, nor the power which gives you motion ; still

le&amp;gt;s did I impart to you that spiritual and immortal

soul which renders you capable of eternal life; you
have received your hein_r from the Lord, and

Ho it is who preserves it; from Him alone must

you hope and expect every blessing.&quot;

Shi&amp;gt; moreover availed herself of every opportu

nity to inculcate some new maxim of pi -ty, touching

her son how to make use of creatures as u ladder

whereby to ascend to the knowledge of the Creator,

an exercise which afterwards became so familiar to

the Saint, that he recommended it, in his &quot;Intro

duction to a Devout Lite,&quot; as a means highly useful

in the path of spirituality. If they met with a poor

man, she would remind him that though so dissimilar

in outward appearance, this poor man was neverthe

less his brother, having the same right as himself to

call God his Father: circumstances had placed them

in different ranks, though they were equal both in

nature and grace ; and that he ought to guard against

ill-treating or contemning the poor either in word

or deed, because, however miserable they might

seem, they were in the main his equals, having a

body and soul like himself. In their country
rambles she would pause to look at the poor agri

culturalists, remarking to him that it was a common

error to suppose that the sustenance of mankind

comes from them: they would labour in vain, since,

&quot; not he who sows, or he who waters, but God

alone it is who has the power to give increase and

to bring fruit and grain to maturity: a hail storm,

a heavy rain, excessive draught, or a blight, being

sufficient to ravage the fields, destroy the effects of
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rural labour, produce scarcity in the land and

famine amongst the people; whilst, on the other

hand, rain, moderate heat, and seasonable weather,

(on which a good harvest must depend,) rest en

tirely on the will of God, man having no power over

such things.

These and similar thoughts, cast like the seed of life

into the heart of the young saint, produced corres

ponding fruit, instilling into him a tender and

fiducial love towards God, with great compassion

and zeal for his neighbour. His father, too, did not

fail to impress on his son s mind the importance of

attending to the service of God in early life, of

applying to study, and to the practice of virtue,

since the whole course of a man s life generally

depends on its beginnings. In glowing terms
%
he

depicted the beauty of virtue, and the deformity of

vice, of which he endeavoured to inspire the greatest

horror, shewing how degrading it was in a noble

cavalier to follow loathsome vices which vilify the

body whilst they expose the soul to irretrievable

perdition.

In fine, if his mother spared no pains to render

him a good Christian, his father neglected no means

of inspiring him with the elevated sentiments which

ought to adorn a well-bred gentleman. Both of

them succeeded, for they had the consolation of

being convinced that his virtues made him dear to

God, whilst men loved him for his amiability.

The day of departure at length arrived, and,

having received his parents blessing, he set out for

Paris accompanied by a worthy secular priest named

John Deage, acting in the capacity of tutor and
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guardian. It was his pious mother s wish that he

should have a clerical companion, &quot;whose character

should oblige him to watch over her sou s conduct

11 as give him g vumple; acting in this

iv-peet very dilrerently from th&quot;-&amp;lt; who entrust

their children to any one they chance to meet with;

an indiscretion to which we may a.-cril.e the perni

cious education of the greater part of our young

nobility.

The tutor, though a man of great virtue and

integrity, was easily carried away by anger; a delect

which served to display the nuvl holy

youth, -who, though often corrected and eha&amp;gt;tisud

without the slightest reason, never complained.

One day the Countess of Sales unexpectedly made

her appearance at the precise moment when he was

punishing Francis, not only without cause, but even

with great indiscretion: she at once decided on look

ing out for another, but her son would on no account

consent to this; throwing himself at her feet, he

entreated her not to think of such a change, for that

he had no doubt he provoked his master, whose anger

was the natural effect of his transgressions, adding

that even a mild character would have lost patience

probably in such a conjuncture; and that his haughty

temper needed restraint and rigour: a sentiment

well worthy of a saint whose meekness could not be

surpassed.
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CHAPTER IV.

HIS ARRIVAL AND SOJOURN IN PARIS. HIS BETURN.

THEY who travel in foreign lands, may find much

instruction in the multiplicity of objects which

meet their sight, though in truth all men are not

capable of this reflection, which ought ever to

accompany the traveller. But Francis, young as

he was, found no difficulty in tracing effects to their

causes, especially the desolation which he witnessed

in so many places on his road. France was then in

a deplorable state, the consequence of civil war,

which under pretext of reforming and supporting

religion, divided the kingdom into several factions,

leading to such fearful results as may be better

imagined than described. Savoy had suffered less

in this respect, yet the disasters which heresy brings

upon provinces, were not altogether new to Francis.

His tutor, with much good sense, made him ob

serve, that to be durable, civil society must be

founded in God; and that uniformity of belief

amongst the people was of the utmost importance ;

that piety, justice, and religion contribute to the

happiness of kingdoms, and that, if the most flour

ishing kingdom of Christendom was reduced to such

a state, and was destitute of these virtues, how
reasonable was the inference that these very virtues

are the most solid foundation of an empire. Reliev

ing the tedium of the journey with these and other

equally useful considerations they reached Paris,

where, as is the case in most large cities, the young
Baron (as he was now called) met with many per-
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sons of eminent piety, and many more of depraved

and vicious life. He made it his study to copy the

.ample of the virtuous, and to shun the company
of the immoral: scarcely had he reached the capital

than he requited to be conveyed to the College of

Clernu iit, to be introduced to th ; hers of the

Society, who welcomed him with the demon- ns

of ai and allection elicited by the modesty,

gravity, and amiability of his noble bearing, lie

plained his intentions to them, and as they judg

him capable oi rhetoric, he applied himself with

such assiduity, that in two years time he became

one of the mo&amp;gt;t eloquent speakers of the day. Every
one admired his diligence, especially \i. rs,

who, seeing that he was not with his pre

scribed lessons
(f&amp;gt;r

he was indefatigable in reading)

made choice of some of the best authors for him,

from whom, he selected the most elegant passages

for future occasions. Father Xicodex used to say

of him,
&quot; that the Baron of Sales was as hopeful and

promising as he was beautiful.&quot;

Having completed his rhetoric, he npplie.d with

equal success to philosophy; his excellent capacity

joined to his unflagging diligence enabled him to

study scholastic theology at the same time; he had

a good opportunity for this, because his guardian

Deage was then writing it at the Sorbonne, and

Francis could avail himself of his manuscripts, assist

with him at the Theses, and argue with him as well

as with the other students, so that in fact he be

came as well skilled in this science as if he were

devoting himself exclusively to it; an unequivocal

indication of his superior talents, for theology con-
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tains difficulties enough within itself to occupy even

a fine intellect. His father had given direction for

him to learn the accomplishments belonging to an

elegant education, such as riding, fencing, and danc

ing, and although Francis had in his own heart

decided on embracing the ecclesiastical state, and

felt a strong repugnance to these secular accomplish

ments which he foresaw would be useless to him,

he acquiesced, nevertheless, in the wishes of his

father, and thus acquired that noble deportment
and those refined manners which won all hearts, and

which he ever retained in spite of the modesty and

simplicity which he professed. He only gave him

self to these exercises by way of diversion and

amusement; and considering his very earnest appli

cation to study, it was well that this sort of recrea

tion should have been compulsory. In addition to

the studies already noticed, he was learning Greek,

and the positive theology of Genebrardus and

Maldonat, who were then teaching with the highest

applause.

These varied studies acquired for Francis such a

fund of learning as can scarcely be over-rated, but

as his humility was equal to his talent, he strove as

far as possible to conceal his store of knowledge
from the eyes of men, of which we shall be able to

bring such proofs during the course of this work as

will suffice to convince the reader that Francis was

no less learned than he was holy. He spent six

years in his studies at Paris, having Father Suarez

and Dandino for his masters of philosophy. Anxious

as his friends were to make him a great man accord

ing to the world, he was no less anxious to advance
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in the science of the Saints: he did not think that

his studies ought to be the only one, or even the

chief of his occupations; he devoted a considerable

part of his time to piety; convinced that true

devotion, far from spoiling, serves to perfect other

things, and that tin- time employ.- 1 in the serv;

of the Lord is afterward- iid by Him, by the

blessing which He imparts to other actions under

taken tor 1IU glory, the sole object of all His WOT)

He joined the confraternity of our Blessed Lady, a

seminary of piety as experience hu \vn; 1.

virtue was soon recognized, and he was elected

assistant and prefect.

Well knowing the importance of good direction,

he chose an excellent spiritual guide, to whom he

candidly unfolded all the - of his soul; by his

advice he had recourse to the sacraments of confi

sion and communion every Sunday and festival, and

he did his best to induce his companions to the

same laudable custom. One evening he invited a

compatriot to come and breakfast with him the next

morning ; they met accordingly, when Francis with

holy ingenuity persuaded him first to accompany
him to the Church for confession and communion,

after which he said to him,
&quot; We will go home to

breakfast whenever you like, but I was anxious to

introduce you first to this, the best and grandest ot

all banquets.&quot;
In all matters of importance, he

regulated his conduct by the advice of his confessor,

saying that if he who travels in an unknown country
stands in need of a guide, still more necessary is a

guide to those who pace the road to heaven, amidst
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a thousand obstacles and dangers, and surrounded

on all sides by enemies.

By the advice of his director he read the sacred

Scriptures, making them his delight, and for the bet

ter understanding of them he began to study Hebrew,
a language of little use excepting for such reading.

He was assiduous in assisting at sermons and visit

ing Churches; faithful to prayer and to frequent

elevations of the heart to God, thus practising the

virtues of the cloister in the midst of the world.

In proportion as he shunned the society of the

vicious, so did he seek that of persons consecrated

to God. He particularly relished the company of

Father Ange de Joyeuse, in whom he used to say

that he beheld the world and all its pomps subjected

to the humility of the cross. This worthy religious

admiring the purity and innocence of the young

lord, held frequent intercourse with him, inspiring

him with contempt for worldly things, and this with

all the more efficacy, as he himself having possessed

all that is deemed precious on earth, was fully com

petent to assure his youthful friend that peace of

heart will not be found in delights, or in the gran
deurs which the world displays in order to seduce

us ; he often told him that an idle, easy life is utterly

opposed to man s true condition, who, according to

the oracle of the Holy Ghost, is born to labour;

penance being not only necessary as a means of

cancelling sins committed, but also as a preservative

of innocence; and he gave as a reason, the well-

known propensity natural to man to abuse his free

will by sinning,
&quot;

Therefore,&quot; said the Father,
&quot; we

must use all our skill to correct this propensity by
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means of penance and mortification, depriving our

selves even of that which is lawful, in order that

nature may not urge us to that which is unlawful;&quot;

and he added that this reflection had worked so

powerfully in him as to induce him to forsake the

world with all that he had. or could have hoped for in

it to become a Capuchin. Francis admired the leally

angelical piety of Father Ange, and he u-ed to watch

the hours of his serving at Ma . that he. too miirht be

present; and he used often to exclaim to a companion

of his named John Paqnelet; &quot;O my God, what a

beautiful example we have before our eyes in the per

son of this religious man, who born a prince, and

brought up amongst princes, the favourite of kings;

after performing so many brilliant acts both in peace

and war; after having administered the first offices

of a kingdom; having possessed riches, titles, and

honours, ends by turning his back upon the world,

and clothing himself in sack-cloth, preferring to be

an abject in the house of the Lord rather than dwell

in the houses of the great; look at him attenuated

by fasts, barefooted, dressed in a mean habit
; assur

edly God calls us to Himself by giving us such a

model 1&quot;

Judging from these and similar expressions, Deage

began to suspect that Francis was thinking of

embracing the ecclesiastical state, or else of entering

some religious order, a step which he knew would

be unsatisfactory to the Count of Sales. He watched

the austere mode of life pursued by the young lord,

who studiously endeavoured to conceal his penances.

He already wore a hair cloth three days in the week,

frequently used the discipline, besides fasting rigor

Private Use Only



30 S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

ously. Although the Saint never believed true

devotion to consist in corporal austerities, he well

knew that mortifications of the body are a powerful
stimulus to piety, and therefore never omitted them,

using them as a means of bridling the senses, and of

subjecting the members to reason; moreover he

would thus imitate the sufferings of the Son of God,
from which ours derive all their value and merit.

About this time he conceived the idea of conse

crating his virginity to God, which he had hitherto

preserved unsullied. To render his purpose per

manent, he bound himself to it by vow. To make
this oblation with greater fervour and recollection,

he retired to the church of St. Stephen, which being
but little frequented, was better suited to his pur

pose; and here accordingly, he often withdrew to

pray. Here, before a devout image of the Blessed

Virgin Mary, after giving vent to the desires of his

heart in long and fervent prayer, he besought our

Lord to accept his perpetual renunciation of all

sensual pleasures, and mercifully deign to receive

the sacrifice of his body, as He had already favoured

him by the acceptation of his heart, praying for the

graces necessary to persevere in a resolution inspired

by His Divine Majesty, acknowledging that without

His special assistance he could not remain faithful

to his promise, to which he now pledged himself by
vow; he next placed himself under the protection of

our Blessed Lady, begging her to be his advocate

with God, and to obtain grace for him, without

which, vain would be the attempt of man to pre

serve continency.

The Saint hoped that he had shielded himself

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



O. i&amp;gt;ti .-.\ I 31

against temptations and the attacks of the devil,

and that he might now live in peace and tran

quillity; hut Almighty God was
]&amp;gt;!

to put his

virtue to the test, valuinir those victories but little

which are gained without combat, lie tlu-refore

permitted the devil to assail him with one of the

most distressing, most terrilyinir, and most violent

of temptations; he clouded his mind, infused such

horror into his thoughts, and filled his memory with

such gloomy fancies, that his heart was completely

upset; terrific perturbation succeeded the sw

peace to which he had been accustomed, so that he

seemed to conceive an aversion for those very thin

which had hitherto been his delight; to all this was

added spiritual aridity, which rendered him insen

sible to all that is most sweet in the service of the

Lord. The devil, whom Scripture represents to us

sometimes as a lion which openly attacks us, and

sometimes as a serpent which strives to seduce by its

cunning, perpetually tormented him with the idea

that all he was doing for God would be useless,

that his irreparable perdition was already fixed in

the Divine decrees, and that he undoubtedly was of

the number of the reprobate. This is a temptation

often permitted by God to those whom He destines

to the direction of souls, not only tihat they may
know how to compassionate, but may also learn by

experience how to guide those who are thus assailed,

for, after all,
&quot; he who has not been tempted, what

knoweth he?&quot;

In Francis the struggle was so terrible as to affect

his body; his soul had long been filled with the

holy fear of God, whom he hoped to possess; his
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heart was burning with tender love for Him; hence,

to use his own expression, he felt as if he must die

of very grief at the idea of being doomed to hate

and blaspheme Him eternally; and this was his

usual thought : such was the effect of his alarm and

dread, that his body though naturally robust,

became unequal to its proper functions; he lost

both sleep and appetite; his complexion was jaun

diced, and his eyes encircled with a dark halo; his

countenance betrayed the desperation which was

wrestling in his heart. The reader will perhaps

suspect exaggeration in this recital, but whoever

knows by experience or otherwise, the oppression

which the thought of being eternally separated from

God, must occasion in a soul that loves, will easily

credit this account, for all the authors who have

written the life of our Saint dwell on this conflict

as one of the most fearful that our Lord could have

permitted. Deage, who loved him as if he were his

son, observed these serious effects, though without

being aware of their cause; in vain did he question

the pious youth who was unwilling to discover his

grief, he felt too much shame to confess that his

heart told him that he belonged to the reprobate,

and this silence was a refined artifice of the devil s,

who strives to strike dumb souls that are tempted,

lest an humble and sincere exposure of their malady

should effect its cure, well knowing that this is quite

sufficient to dissipate it, whereas concealment in

creases and exasperates it. This temptation lasted for

a whole month ;
but at last God was pleased to free

him from it without the aid of man; hence we see

that if our Lord left the devil the power to tempt
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and try Franris in order to inspire him with difli-

dence of self, and to strengthen him in humility, a

virtue so n. -y to those who are to be raised to

a high degree of sanctity, He at 1- ted to

him the means of relieving himself from the trial.

One evening on his return homo tV.m college, he

inspired him with the thought of visiting i

Church of St. Stephen, where he hud otlend the

fair
lily of his virginity to God: on entering the

Church, a tablet appended to the wall ; ; 1 Ins

attention. Curiosity induced him to examine it, wl.

he found it con 1

l,y

some to St. Austin,
l&amp;gt;y

others to St. licmard, be

ginning M ire Piissim i, & and this
]

was destined to prove his remedy. Pi-..-: ,re

the altar of the Bles&amp;gt;nl Vir_rha Mary, he devoutly
ited this little prayer, renewed the sacrifice of his

virginity to her as his lady, promi&amp;gt;ed to crown h&amp;lt;-r

daily his &amp;lt;men by the recitation of the rusuy, and

be.ir-jed of her in exch that, if indeed he was
not to love a God so worthy of all love in the next

life, at least to obtain for him the grace to love Him
as much as it was possible in this; he concluded his

prayer by imploring her to become his advocate

with our Lord, the God of all consolation, yet a God
to whom he did not dare have recourse. A suppli
cation thus fervent, and altogether so contrary to

the sentiments of a reprobate was soon responded to.

At first, he could only address himself to God in

terms expressive of his diffidence; according to one

author of his life, he gave vent to his sorrowing

feelings as follows: &quot;Shall I then be deprived of

the favour of the Lord, who has so often allowed me
VOL. I. 3.
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to relish the sweet flavour of His delights; and

who has shewn Himself so amiable to me! O love!

O charity! beauty! to you have I consecrated

all my affection. Shall I then no longer enjoy your

delights? Shall I no more be inebriated from the

abundance of your table? Shall I no longer drink

of the torrent of your consolations ? Oh ! well-be-
tt

loved tabernacles of the God of Jacob, shall I no

more traverse you in my way to the house of God?

O Virgin Mother of God, most beautiful of the

daughters of Jerusalem! You, whose gifts might

rejoice hell itself, shall I then never behold you in

the kingdom of your Son? You, who are beautiful

as the moon, elect and perfect as the sun! Am I

not to participate in the immense benefit of redemp
tion? Did not my sweet Jesus die for me? Ah
dearest Lady, let what will become of me, at least

allow me to love you in this life if I should be

unable to love you in the next ; if I am indeed to

be of the number of those who shall never see your

face, do not permit me ever to be of the number of

those who will curse and blaspheme your holy name ;

in hell there are none who praise you.&quot;
On this

occasion he cast himself into the arms of God with

such entire confidence and submission to His divine

will, as to deserve to be completely delivered from

the temptation. He himself acknowledges that at

the very moment he finished his prayer it seemed to

him as if a heavy weight was removed from his

heart, and as if the scales of a leprosy fell from his

body; so much so, that the violence of the devil

being arrested, he felt as it were, the effects of that

water which descending impetuously from Mount
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Lihanus, heretofore restored the leper s flesh to the

pure freshness of infancy. Tranquillity of soul

was re-tored to him in an instant, and, what was

still more remarkable, hi&amp;gt; fnner health and vigour

ivturnrd; his guardian and liis friends noticed the

change, when he related to the former the origin,
the progress, and the ion of his trial, which

Peage ascribed to some strong pas&amp;gt;i&amp;lt;&amp;gt;n
which th,e

poor youth deemed it impossible to ma-ter, for never

would lie have expected to find in a boy of sixteen

so deep a sense of divine love, that the tear of not

loving God hereafter, was capable of producing such

strange symptoms, and such soul-felt grief; he

blamed him for his indiscreet silence, and still more
lor the pernicious shame that had occasioned it; he
made him promise thenceforth always to disclose his

temptations and his whole interior to him. But
Francis never after needed these confidential com

munications, because the peace which our Blessed

Lady obtained for him was permanent; nor did the

devil for a long time venture to assail a soul that

bad triumphed over him in the very bloom of youth.
Full well might the fiend presage the defeats to

which he would later be exposed at the hands of

one in whom love was already so strong; whilst we

may safely say that the love of our saintly youth
was stronger than hell, since he would have wished

to have loved his God tt\n in hell.
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CHAPTER V.

RETURNS TO SAVOY. IS SENT TO PADUA.

WHILST the Baron was pursuing his studies, he

was also advancing with rapid strides in the path

of Christian virtue. The recently-obtained grace

stimulated him to a still more ardent love of God,

and the love of God rendered sweet and pleasant to

him his meditations on the Divine commands, in

which, when he applied himself, his heart became

immersed in heavenly sweetness. He was thus grow

ing in grace, when he received orders from his father

to visit the chief cities of France, and then return to

Savoy. His departure was sincerely regretted by
his Parisian acquaintance; this was particularly

shown by four French gentlemen, who, in sheer

courtesy, accompanied him as far as Lyons, nor did

they separate from him without tears, so completely

had he conciliated their esteem and respect. Father

Stephen Binet, who was his companion in the

schools, declared that to him Francis appeared as

an angel in human form, and he noticed that the

licentious shunned his presence, whereas the virtu

ous sought his company.
His journey was not long, for, as there were then

four rival parties forming in France, the roads were

not very secure for travellers; though, as war had

not actually burst forth, he arrived at Sales without

encountering any dangers, in the year 1584.

Francis was then in the eighteenth year of his age,

was handsome in person, forward in learning, engag-
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ing in coin .11, and tillable in his manner and

deportment. llt^ parents were highly gratiii 1

when they iouud that, loud a- lame h. n in his

j.r
ame in this instance had no; rated.

l ,.;i;. tired that he should pay vi &amp;gt;

\\l&amp;lt;

Irieiids and r.-lative.-, who all admired the sterlii

qualitie- &amp;lt;&amp;gt;f his mind, and \\\&amp;lt; ftOgelio
&amp;gt;&amp;gt;ul f.irmed to

d in ih- mo-t lofty of enterprises. Ti.

of - red her&amp;gt;L-lf that n\v n&quot;thin_r would

her fro: n BO dear A son, and that ih

1 be left
ij&amp;lt;&amp;gt;y

tin- fruit, of the ex&amp;lt;vllent

riu b.M.iwed upon him, but his father h

decided on sending him to Padua, resolving to afford

him, no matter at what &amp;lt;

, every advantage

and 11. -ustaining the ^ and t;

hiurh name which he was to inherit. !! failed not

to irive liiiu the best advice suited to 1. it ion,

conversing fre- ly and familiarly with him, but with

out lessening the authority which a father should

ever maintain in his intercourse with his children;

though this authority should not impose such a

constraint as to induce children to yield rather from

tear than love. Conceiving Francis to be destined

to the world and the court, he taught him the

maxims which would enable him to acquit himself

of his duties with credit. He spoke to him of the

flattery and deception which usually prevail in

courtly circles; and warned him of the want of sincer

ity which he would meet with, and of the intrigues

to which men will stoop, when self-interest or ambition

are in question. In glowing terms he depicted the

dangerous falls to which, as a young nobleman, he

would be exposed, unless reason ruled his conduct,
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and, that unless he stood upon his guard, some

unexpected accident might cast him down; he re

minded him, that though respect was certainly due

to the great ones of the world, condescension be

comes a vice, when anything contrary to virtue is

required. But, above all, he strove to impress this

maxim deeply in his mind,
&quot; that whoever attains

to a high post by iniquitous means, besides having
to bear the continual reproaches of his own heart,

is in danger of losing himself with dishonour. A
Christian ought to make it an impossibility to betray
the interests of God for the sake of any created

object.&quot; Having thus given him the best advice,

and as much of it as time admitted, he sent him to

Padua, that he might apply himself to the study of

civil and canon law in that famous university, which

then yielded to none in Italy.

It was not without extreme regret that the

Countess, his mother, consented to this journey, but

she considered it her inviolable law to obey her hus

band, who endeavoured to make her approve the

reasons which induced him to deprive himself for a

few years longer of the society of a son so precious

to them both.

Francis set out with the same tutor and guardian

who had accompanied him to Paris. The pious

youth was aware of the high renown of the univer

sity of Padua, and therefore willingly quitted his

own country to go and pursue his studies there.

Jurisprudence was then taught by Guido Pancirolo,

a man of consummate ability, whilst Father Anthony
Possevin, of the Society of Jesus, one of the most

experienced of spiritual masters, likewiseresided there.
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Francis chose the lornier for his teacher and the

latter tor his director; under the direction of these

two, it is scarcely surprising that he should have

b.v.mie so great a man as he did in process of time.

Tin- Huron was drlighted to have met with two such

musters, nor can we describe his eagerness to profit

by thf teaching of men whose renown had even

reached him in Paris. lie animated himself to study

and to piety by the well-known self-interrogatory t

the great Ar&amp;gt;emus,
&quot; For what didst thou come

hither?&quot; adding, that as the days of man s life are

but short and flee away like a shadow, we are bound

to employ them well, if at the moment of death we

would avoid an accumulation of useless regret, suffi

cient to drive us to despair. Father Possevin seems

to have known by supernatural instinct, the eminent

sanctity to which our Lord called this young noble

man; moreover, we may piously conjecture that he

foresaw that lie was destined to be one of the most

celebrated prelates of the Church ; hence, learned as

the father was, and illustrious as he was rendered

by his treaties with the governments of Sweden,

Poland, and Muscovy, (when he was employed as

envoy by the Roman See,) he thought it no degra

dation to devote himself to the careful spiritual

direction of Francis. He one day told the father, that

although he relished the study of the laws, he felt a

much stronger inclination to the study of theology,

to which he daily devoted some hours, not only to

scholastic, but even to mystical theology. Possevin

highly commended this plan, and judging from

the fine dispositions which he perceived in him,
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concluded that he would in time become a

man.

Discoursing once on the state of life which he
should enter upon when he had finished his studies,

the father exhorted him to turn his mind to heavenly

things, seeing that Divine Providence was reserving
for him the charge of the bishopric of Geneva, and

assuring him that his soul was not intended for the

debates of parliaments and senates
; that there was

something far more glorious in announcing the word
of God, than in composing the petitions for a senate.

Believing him destined to carry the faith to rebel

lious subjects of the Church, to decide disputes
between sectaries, and to be the prop of religion in

his own country, he endeavoured to qualify him for

so important a ministry, for which, learning without

virtue, (as he reminded him,) or virtue without

learning would not suffice. Where a person has

only to attend to his own salvation, one may be

satisfied with ordinary virtue; but God requires
more in those who have to attend to the sanctifica-

tion of others, for, according to the oracle of the

Holy Ghost, since the lips of a priest are the guar
dians of learning, he ought to be well instructed,
that he may be able to give an account of the faith

which he professes. Possevin knew from experience
that the ignorance of the clergy had contributed

more towards the progress of heresy, than the incli

nation of the people for freedom of opinion ; and he
concluded that as heresy owed more to presumption
than to learning, so it grew strong on the ignorance
which then prevailed over the greater part of
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Kin-ope. and that it miirlit be anv-tcd by

religions learni

These discourses with hi- llent director in

duced the- liol\- yoiiiiL
r man to devote all his tinu- to

works ut piety and to
&amp;gt;tudy.

His studies v,

neither directed 1o intercut,
curi&amp;lt;&amp;gt;Mty,

or ambition,

but to pun- charity and the glnry of (Jod alone; and

these moti-. i study
-

J
to him, that

}\\&amp;lt; masters were utterly astoni- ,t the rapidity

of his
pr&amp;lt;

About this time lie met witli the little li.uk called

the *

Spiritual Conduit;&quot; he read it as a letter sent

to him by Almighty ti&amp;lt;&amp;gt;d, and tor -eve: irs

always carried it about with him, prai-ing it on all

ns. The Sinn o rh&quot;inas

in his cl&amp;gt; .ad no mind to be of the number

of those theologians who know nothiiiii of S 10-a

mas, unless when there is an opportunity of impugn-

inir his sentences; he simply admitted his truths,

because ancient, though not as if they were eternal;

and he used to say that one ought to have recourse

to this book in order to be able to understand all

others. He took great pleasure in studying the

works cf .St. Bonaventure. from whom, I think, he

must have copied that affective style which seems

almost natural to him. He read Holy Scripture

with great respect, and studied St. Austin, St.

Jerome, St. John Chrysostom, and St. liernard, but

above all, he admired the weet style of St. Cyprian,

whom he endeavoured to copy, composing little

treatises similar to those written by that great

saint. Unfortunately, the ravages of time, or his
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own humility, lias robbed us of these his early effu

sions.

It is astonishing how Father Possevin, notwith

standing his numerous and important occupations,

contrived not only to give him the advice he did,

but even to spend two hours with him daily, ex

pounding St. Thomas and reading Bellarmine s Con

troversies, then recently printed. Thus did he form

him to eloquence, of which he afterwards became so

distinguished a master. Possevin s diligence was well

seconded by the assiduous attention of Francis, who

thus became the great man he did, for it is scarcely

to be supposed that such great talent, joined to such

indefatigable study, should not prove successful. It

must not be believed that Francis converted heretics

by the mere power of his gentleness; strong argu
ment acquired by study, contributed much towards

these conversions ; for the heart is seldom gained till

the mind is vanquished, and it is learning which

must triumph over error.

But Possevin s object was not merely to make

him a learned man. Perceiving in this young man
a pure, humble, and docile heart, which allowed

itself to be guided by grace, he spared no pains in

its cultivation, that it might be capable of the most

heroic and sublime virtues, and he gave him pre

servatives against all that might corrupt its purity.

He taught him to behold God in every creature, to

raise himself to God by means of those very things

which seem likely to divert us from Him; and to

acknowledge that in the various accidents of human

life, nothing happens to us but by the orders of

Providence. He next applied him to prayer, to
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meditation and contemplation, instructing him in

this art, so diilieult yet so necessary for conduct

ing souls to Go.!; an art so neglected that we ol ten

see men assuming to be makers of it before they

have even been scholars; who would tench before

they have learned, and who, dilli-mlt as is i &amp;gt;k

of governing souls and regulating the us of

men, undertake it without b.-inur qualified for it,

insomuch that St. Bernard might now with good

reason deplore this disorder, as in his own day he

wept over it in his eighteenth sermon on the

intides.

Francis drew up the most exact rules for his own

guidance; they deserve recording here, for they may
be of great use to all young students who aim at

high perfection. They disclose to us the signal

virtue which he had even then acquired, though still

in the bloom of life, living in the world at a distance

from home, so that fear and respect for his parents

had no share in them.

Amidst the unbridled license which but too often

prevails in large universities, he so regulated his life

that a novice-master would scarcely (even in an

austere order) have exacted as much from his dis

ciples.

Let it not be supposed that these rules are the

composition of any of the Saint s partisans. Charles

Augustus copied them from the original, written by
Francis whilst he was at Padua, and we copy them

faithfully translated therefrom.
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*

THE RULE OF LIFE OF ST. FRANCIS OF SALES.

&quot;

I will always prefer the exercise of preparation
to all other things, making it at least once a day,

namely, in the morning. I will especially make use

of it in all extraordinary occasions which may befall

me, which I will take for the subject of my exercise.

And as this preparation is, as it were, the forerunner

which precedes all action, I will strive by means of

it to dispose myself for the well -performance of each

action.

The first part of -this exercise must be invoca

tion; acknowledging myself exposed to an infinity of

dangers, I will invoke the Divine assistance, saying,
1

Lord, unless Thou guardest my heart, in vain do

they watch who keep it; moreover, knowing that

conversation has made me fail on former occasions,

I will chide myself. O, my soul, will I boldly say,
4 from early age I have suffered frequent persecu
tions. O God, be my protector, my place of refuge I

save me from the snares of my enemies. Lord, if

Thou wilt, Thou canst render me pure. In fine, I

will beseech Him to make me worthy to spend this

day without sin, to which, that which is written in

the one hundred and forty-third psalm will much
contribute : Deliver me, O Lord, from my enemies,

because I have recourse to Thee; teach me to do

Thy will, because Thou art my God. Thy good

Spirit will conduct me in the right path; and ,r

the glory of Thy holy name Thou wilt vivify me in

Thy equity.

&quot;Imagination is the second part, and this is nothing

else but a foresight of all that may happen during
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the day. I will think seriously of all the events I

may encounter, the companies I may be in, the places

I may he invited to; and thus conjecturing the ri&amp;gt;ks

I may run, I will, by our Lord s grace, be c:iuti&amp;lt;.u&amp;lt;

in all the dangerous occ:tH&quot;iis in which I may find

mysell .

11
Disposition is the third part. After judiciously

conjecturing the various labyrinths which may easily

draw me aside from the right path, and - me

to the risk of losing myself, I will diligently coii

and seek out the. means of shunning fa ; I

will arrange whatever I may have to do, the method

and order to be pursued in matters of business, or

in speaking to my companion
4
;, the decorum to be

observed, and all that 1 have either to embrace or to

avoid.

&quot; Resolution is the fourth part. Consequent upon
the preceding acts, shall follow a firm resolution of

never more offending God, e-pecially this day, ani

mating myself by these words of the royal prophet:
4

Well, my soul, wilt tliou not obey thy God and

place Thy salvation in Him? Oh I how base it is

to let oneself be drawn to evil, contrary to the love

and wish of our Creator! and this for the fear, love,

desire, or hatred of any creature, no matter of what

ever rank or condition. Certainly this Lord of in

finite majesty, worthy of infinite love, honour, and

service, could not be so contemned excepting from

our want of courage. TVho could ever contravene

His just laws to escape some misfortune to the body?
some injury to property or honour? What can

creatures do to us? Let us then console ourselves,

and say with the Psalmist, Let the impious do their
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worst, God is powerful enough to subdue them;

let the world despise me as it will, He who sitteth

above the cherubim is my protector.

&quot;The fifth part is Recommendation, whereby I shall

remit myself entirely, and all that belongs to me, into

the hands of Infinite Goodness, entreating Him ever

to watch over me. I will unreservedly, and without

exception, resign the entire care of myself to Him,

saying to Him with my whole heart, One favour

have I asked of Thee, O my Lord and my Jesus !

and again do I ask it of Thee, namely, that I may
adhere to Thy will all the days of my life : to Thee

do I recommend my soul, my mind, my heart, my
memory, my will, my intellect; give me grace

always to serve, love, please, and honour Thee.
*

SEVEN ARTICLES FOR THE WELL PERFORMANCE OF DAILY

ACTIONS, PRESCRIBED TO HIMSELF BY FRANCIS.

1. In the morning, as soon as I awake, I will

return thanks to God in the words of the Psalmist :

&quot;

I will think of Thee in the morning, for Thou art

my helper.&quot;
Then I will reflect on some mystery,

for instance, the devotion of the shepherds, who went

to adore Him at His birth, or on His appearing to

His blessed Mother at His Resurrection, or on the

diligence of the Marys, whose piety led them to the

sepulchre before the sun had risen. I will consider

that Jesus is the true light of sinners, dissipating

the darkness of infidelity and guilt. I will therefore

say with holy David: &quot;I will appear before Thee in

the morning ;
Thou art a God that hateth iniquity ;&quot;

therefore will I shun it with all my power.
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2. I will novor fail daily to hear mass; and that I

may assist at this iii. HaMe mystery as I ought, I

will summon all the powers of my soul to do their

duty, and to come and behold the prodigy which

God has wrought on earth, saying to my-elf:
* Let

us go over to Bethlehem, and sre the Word made

Flesh, and which the Lord hath shown us, and

which, for our consolation, is renewed in our

churches, by the words which God puts in the

mouth of the priests at the time of &amp;lt; at ion.&quot;

3. As the body needs occasional repose, to recruit

it when exhausted by labour, so, too, the soul

need rest from time to time, when it should sweetly

slumber in the bosom of its divine Spouse. I will

therefore choose certain determinate times for this

sacred repose on the breast of my Saviour, in imita

tion of the beloved disciple; and as in natural Bleep

all the corporal powers are at rest, so in the other

will I retire within myself, attending to no other

concerns than those of the divine will and of obedi

ence; repeating with the royal prophet,
&quot;

Surgite,

postqiuun sederitis, qui manducatis panem doloris:

you who eat the bread of sorrow, by the considera

tion of your own and others sins, do not ari^e or

enter upon the toils and occupations of this world,

until you have taken rest in the consideration of

eternal truths.&quot;

4. If I should be unable to find any other time

for this spiritual repose (as may often happen) I will

steal a little from the hours usually appropriated to

natural sleep, either by lying awake in my bed, if I

cannot do otherwise, or by rising after my first

sleep, or by rising earlier in the morning, bearing in
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mind these words of our Saviour,
&quot; Watch and pray,

that ye may not enter into temptation.&quot;

5. Should our Lord do me the favour of awaken

ing me in the night, I will immediately rouse my
heart &quot;with these words: &quot;In the middle of the night

a cry was raised, behold the bridegroom cometh;&quot;

and I will go forth to meet Him. Then, reflecting

on the exterior darkness, I will consider that of my
soul, and of the souls of sinners, forming the follow

ing prayer upon the Canticle of Zacharias: &quot;Ah,

Lord ! since Thou deignest to visit us, by the bowels

of Thy mercy enlighten those who walk in darkness,

and who rest in the shadow of death; direct their

steps in the way of
peace;&quot;

or I will use the words

of David: &quot;In the night-time raise your hands to

heaven and bless the Lord.&quot; I will say,
&quot; I remem

bered Thy name in the night, Lord, and have

kept Thy ways; I will water my couch with my
tears, &c. : exercise contrition even in your beds.&quot;

6. Turning from time to time to my God and

Saviour, I will say,
&quot;

No, Thou dost not sleep, who

keepeth Israeli The deepest darkness of night

offers no obstacle to Thy divine rays: Thou, who in

the middle of the night wast pleased to be born of

Thy most pure Mother, canst likewise give birth to

Thy favours in our souls. Ah, most merciful Ke-

deemer! so enlighten my poor heart with the rays

of Thy grace, that it may never more sleep in the

night of sin; never permit my enemies to say, We
have vanquished him. Finally, having considered

the darkness of my soul, I will say,
&quot; O vigilant

Guardian! must there be still more of the night of

our imperfections!&quot;
and I will listen to the answer,
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44 The morn of
:

inspirations is come; why lov

es t thou durkiu-NS rather than
light?&quot;

A

7. As nocturnal may sometimes interfere

with my devotions, I will : i!&amp;gt;er in &amp;gt;1 angel,

who watches at my right hand, and will reflect on

the v&amp;lt; : the psalm,
&quot; Scuto circunula ;i-

tas ejus, non timebis a timore noctiirno: The shield

of confidence in God will protect me, therefore I

have nothing to fear: the Lord is my light and my
salvation; whom shall I fear? whieh is as good as

to say, neither the sun nor its rays are my ch:

li_r ht, nor can they give me safety; God alone can

do this, and He is as propitious to me by night as

by day.

We may remark here that the saint had a dread

of ghosts, as he afterwards owns he had; to overcome
this fear, he would not be accompanied by another

person, for that would only have increased his timi

dity; but in solitary and obscure places he dwelt on

the reflection of the Divine Presence, animating
himself by such reasons as these: &quot;What has he to

fear who has God with him? &c. By degrees he

completely subdued this sense of fear, the excess of

which sometimes makes men ridiculous.

OF SPIRITUAL REPOSE.

1. After having chosen a fitting season for this sacred

repose, I will recall to mind all the good emotions,

desires, inspirations, affections, and resolutions which

God has given me at other times, and which He
has allowed me to enjoy, in the consideration of His

sacred mysteries, of the beauty of virtue, of the
VOL. I. 4.
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nobility of Him whom I serve,, and of His infinite

benefits. I will not forget the favour He did me of

weakening my senses and limbs by illness, for this

was very useful to me; I will hence draw fresh mo

tives for confirming myself in my resolution of not

offending God.

2. I will fix my mind on the consideration of the

vanity, of the grandeur, honours, and conveniences

of the world ;
I will reflect on their transitory and

uncertain nature, on their inability to satisfy and

fill the heart, in consequence of which the heart will

despise and abhor them, saying,
&quot; Accursed be such

devilish instruments ! common alike to the impious

and the fool; far be ye from me; go elsewhere in

search of those who desire you and will receive

you!&quot;

3. I will sweetly rest in the consideration of the

deformity, abasement, and deplorable misery to be

found in vice, and in souls addicted to it; then,

without agitation and uneasiness, I will say to my
self,

&quot; Sin is utterly unworthy of a right-minded per

son; it merely gratifies
the imagination; it throws

a thousand scruples, anxieties, uneasinesses, and bit

ternesses into the heart ; but even if it did not do

this, to know that it displeases God is quite enough

to make us detest it.
5

4. I will dwell on the consideration of the excel

lence of virtue, which, beautiful, noble, generous,

powerful, and attractive as it is, renders man exte

riorly and interiorly beautiful and dear to God; it

is peculiarly appropriate to man, to whom it ever

brings consolation and delight ; it sanctifies him and
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transforms him into an angel, and gives him a para-
dice here on earth.

5. I will admire the beauty of mind or reason

which God has given to man, tT8 as a light

whereby he may discern good from evil, loving and

embracing the former and abominating lli&amp;gt;&amp;gt; latt.-r;

and a-uivdly we should do this if we followed the

light given us by God in order that we may see

where we ought to place our f. t. If we allow

ourselves to be guided by His maxims we should

Mom stumble or fall into sin.

6. I will attentively ponder the rigours of the Di

vine
ju&amp;gt;riv,

which undoubtedly will not spare those

who abuse the gifts of nature and of grace; they

ought greatly to fear the Divine judgments, death,

purgatory, and hell, spurring up my sloth by such

sentences as these: &quot;

Behold, I may die any day, what

will it avail me then to have been an elder son !

or to have enjoyed an abundance of worldly wealth

and advantages! better is it that I should despise all

things and live in filial fear under the observance of

the Divine precepts, that I should study to advance

in piety, and to secure for myself the blessings of the

next life.&quot;

7. I &quot;will contemplate the infinite power, wis

dom, and goodness of my God, attributes which

shine forth wonderfully in the life, passion, and

death of our Saviour, and in the eminent sanctity of

our Blessed Lady the Virgin Mary, and in the per

fection of God s faithful servants whom we ought
to imitate. Then, passing in mind to paradise, I will

admire the glory and the perpetual felicity of the

blessed spirits, and how the most Holy Trinity dis-
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plays the grandeur of His attributes in the rewards

which He bestows upon the happy inmates of the

heavenly Jerusalem.

8. I will fall asleep in the love of the one only

goodness of God; I will relish it if possible in itself,

and not in its effects. I will drink of that living

water, not out of the vases of creatures, but at the

fount itself. I will taste how good this adorable

Majesty is in itself, of itself, and for itself; being

goodness itself; all goodness, eternal, indefectible

and incomprehensible. Lord, I will say, Thou

alone art good by nature and by essence, Thou alone

art necessarily good; creatures are only good inas

much as they participate of Thy goodness.
&quot;

RULES FOR INTIMACY.

1. I must observe, in the first place, the differ

ence between intimacy and meeting; the latter

is casual and accidental, whereas the former is of

choice and sought for. In meeting, the intercourse

is, generally speaking, neither long nor familiar,

therefore, no great friendship is produced; but con

versation is the result of visits, leads to confidence,

and mutual friendship springs therefrom.

2. In casual meetings I will not show aversion

for any one, because that is a sign of a proud, arro

gant, severe, satirical, or censorious man. I will

guard against too great familiarity even with my
most intimate acquaintance, because that might be

attributed to levity. I will never allow myself the

liberty of an ill-regulated word or action, that I may
not appear insolent and extravagant. I will care-
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fully shun oiieii^ive, cau.-tic, and contemptuous ex

pressions, it beiuLT luo-t unreasonable that I should

think of despising or deriding any one whomsoi--

without incurring the hatred of tho&amp;gt;e who would

unwilling to submit to insult. I will honour i

in particular; I will observe modesty; I will

tk little and well, that so the company may be

edified rather than annoyed by me. It the interview

be but short, and that some one has begun to

it will be better that I should merely salute the

ipany, and then assume a mour free alike

rity and dejection, ke If reserved

and moderately cheerful.

3. As for
intinni&amp;lt;y,

it shall be with few, and

with persons whom 1 respect, for it is difficult in

.panics not to learn vice from the v

or not to be honoured by those who deserve

honour. I will particularly observe this precept, Be

the friend of all, but familiar with few. But even

here I must use judgment and discretion, because

there is no general rule without its exceptions, save

and except this one, Nothing against God. In

conversation, therefore, I will be easy without aus

terity, modest without insolence, gentle without

affectation, docile without contradicting, unless rea

son requires it, cordial without dissimulation; and

as men like to know those with whom they hold

intercourse, we must be more or less reserved,

according to circumstances.

4. As we are often obliged to converse with

people of different character, I must remember never

to speak but upon suitable topics, with some of good

things, with others of such as are indifferent, but
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with none of such as are bad. With superiors in

age, profession, or authority, I will speak on what

they may require; with my equals on good things,

with my inferiors on such as are indifferent. As for

improper subjects, they are always to be kept out

of sight. Those of high rank admire nothing but

what is exquisite and scarce, whereas, to our

equals, this would seem affectation, and to our

inferiors, too serious. Some gloomy minds rejoice

in hearing of the vices of others, which ought to be

carefully concealed from such as these; for they
would philosophize for ten years upon the slightest

imperfection. And after all, where is the use of

publishing faults; they do but too easily betray

themselves: it is well to confess them, but not to

manifest them. However, discretion is necessary in

all this; we must accommodate ourselves to our

company, when it can be done without prejudice to

virtue.

5. If I have to converse with libertine, insolent, or

gloomy people, I will act thus; with the libertine, I

will openly declare myself, provided that they fear

God ; with the insolent I will stand completely on the

aloof; with the gloomy, I will stand, as it were, at

the window, that is to say, I will but partially dis

close myself; and as these are often curious to pene

trate their neighbours hearts, I will be on the

reserve with them.

6. In conversing with grandees, I will act as I

do with regard to the fire, that is, approach it some

times, but not too closely, diffidently, yet easily.

Grandees wish for love and esteem
; modest diffidence

creates respect, whilst ease creates love; respect,
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however, must always be paramount. With my
c

[iials
I will be alike free and respectful, with my

interiors more free than respectful; with superiors

m; ectful than free.
*

Etiolating his life thus
h&amp;lt;&amp;gt;lily,

the pious youth

studied to please both G&amp;lt;&amp;gt;d and man, and this at

an age so liahle to false steps. He showed these

rules, written in a little
prayer-l&amp;gt;ook

whieh he always

carried about with him, to Possevin and Deage, who

1&amp;gt; th admired the exactitude with which 1. i v&amp;lt; I

them, and the solidity of his judgment, which coi,

prescribe such solid practices. Some of his compan
ions having perused them, requested to have cop;

To some readers they will perhaps appear more

devout than complete; however, as they were the

productions of his youth, composed, not for the pub

lic, but for his own private u&amp;lt;e, they contain, at all

events, many useful practices, and foretell what

would be the later works of a Saint, if such were

the first sketches of his devotion.

CHAPTER VI.

ASSAULTS ON HIS INNOCENCE BY HIS FELLOW

STUDENTS.

ALTHOUGH the Baron applied himself assiduously

to theology, he did not neglect the chief object for

which his father sent him to Padua, namely, the

study of laws, to which he devoted four hours every

day. As the light of this science merely disclosed

to him the beauty of earthly things, of which grace

Private Use Only



56 S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

had already inspired him with disgust, he much pre
ferred the study of theology, which raised him to

the knowledge of the things of God, and to the love

of Him. He became admirably well versed in

law, for Pancirolo admiring his powerful intellect,

his exemplary conduct, and his incessant application,

gave him private lessons in addition to the public.

The preference shown him by the master, though

solely due to the virtue of the scholar, excited, as

is too often the case, the jealous envy of others, who
found in his good conduct the reproof of their own

irregularities.

From his first arrival at Padua he perceived the

risks to which he would be exposed, unless he

shunned the society of the licentious youths studying

there. Hence he decided on leading a more retired

life than he had done at Paris, and distributed his

time in such a manner that none was left for idle

ness, still less for vice.

Some of the students imagined the retiring habits

of the Baron to proceed from another cause than the

real one; they ascribed them to cowardice and luke-

warmness, and resolving to prove this, they waylaid

him one dark evening as he was returning from his

solitary ramble, hoping to destroy his reputation by

making him flee away ; and considering the inequali

ty of the combat, for he was alone, prudence would

have suggested flight, but he was too well skilled

in the art of fencing to feel dismayed; he promptly
drew his sword, and handled it in a manner that his

assailants had not calculated upon ; they were seized

with the very fear they expected to find in Francis ;

so alleging that they had been mistaken, and had
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attacked him in place of another, whom they pre

tended to have been waiting for, they offered many
apologies, and withdrew, admiring both his skill and

valour.

^ill iimre dangerous were the snares laid by
these unprincipled yung men to destroy his pu

rity: they could not endure to believe that so

handsome a youth, just in the fresh bloom of li

could be as chaste as he appear. -1; tlu-y, therefore,

exposed his virtue to a fearful trial. The arrival of

a notorious pi : emale from Naples second

their project. 9 .as endowed with all those :

nations that are calculated to dazzle the eyes and

hearts of men, and to wrest grace and innocence

from the soul, even of the most pious and well dis

posed. At the instigation of the n. f iniquity,

the students applied to her, dilating on the beauty
and admirable qualities of the young Baron of Sal

urging the wretched woman to vow his perdition ;

plans were laid, and they undertook to introduce

him to her at the first opportunity. If Francis had

had the slightest suspicion of the nefarious plot,

nothing on earth would have induced him to enter

her house; they told him that a famous juriscon

sult, in comparison with whom Pancirolo was no

better than a scholar, had lately arrived at Padua:

nothing more was necessary to make the Baron

anxious to become acquainted with him; vvheie-

upon, some of the students offering to conduct him

to the learned Doctor s lodgings; Francis gladly

acceded, and was thus unconsciously conducted to

the wicked woman s house. She, feigning to be

the lawyer s daughter, received him civilly, and
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with so much modesty of demeanour, that he had

not the least idea of deceit. On entering she told

them that her father would be engaged for a short

time on business of importance, and had commis

sioned her to entertain them until he should be at

liberty. No sooner had they entered into conversa

tion on indifferent topics, than one by one his com

panions framed some pretext for going away, till at

last he found himself, like another Joseph, in the

hands of a guilty woman, of whom hitherto Francis

had not entertained a shadow of suspicion; her

manner, her looks, and her words, now too truly

betrayed her purpose; an ordeal few could have

passed through unscathed, but he, to show his utter

contempt of her and her proposals, spat in her face,

thus sharing the glory of chastity with St. Thomas,
in whose learning, too, he so largely participated.

No anger can equal that of an infuriated woman;
and experience teaches that the most lascivious are

the most furious. This woman, seeing herself thus

despicably treated, not only loaded him with abuse,

but actually raised a cry of thieve*! The neighbours

rushed in, and were preparing to convey the young
Baron to prison, when the students, who had posted

themselves where they might watch the issue, came

forward and released him, affecting ignorance of what

had occurred. Francis thanked them for this timely

intervention, but, at the same time gave them to

understand, that he saw through the unprincipled

game they had been playing, though not, it is true,

till late. He remonstrated with them, as he had

already done with their female accomplice, on the

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



S. FRANCIS DE SAI. 50

malice of their fault; and from thenceforward would

hold no further communication with any of them.

The saintly young man attributed his victory to

the patronage of our Blessed Lady: the cireum-tance

became publicly known, and rendered him famous

all over Padua; insomuch that he was called the

man.

lie now resolved to be more than ever on his

guard; but God, who sometimes tries the fidelity of

His servants, to make it better known, perm.

occasions to present them to th - wh&amp;gt; &amp;gt;lmn

them, as was again the case with Francis. At the

time of which we write, a certain Italian prine.

- residing at Pad.ua. The writers of the Saiir

life are silent with regard to her name, but all auree

in saying she spared no expense for the attainment

of her guilty object. She happened to see the Baron

in some church, and was so struck with his beauty,

as to permit illicit passion to enslave her heart.

As he left the church, she commissioned one of her

attendants to follow him, and ascertain who he was.

She learned more than she wished, namely, that he

was by far too virtuous a young nobleman ever to

be won over to her purpose. But, as the difficulty

of gratifying passions does not always appease them,

on the contrary, it often inflames them; so in this

instance, the Princess flattered herself that her

wealth would prove the golden key which would

effect an entrance into the young Baron s heart.

He lived retired, it is true, yet held occasional

intercourse with a few of the students, who seemed

most inclined to piety and study. He walked out

with them, and shared their innocent recreations;
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which, without prejudicing virtue, relieve the mind,

and give it fresh vigour, for there was nothing
austere or contrary to social civility in the piety of

our saint; he was affable and cheerful in conversa

tion; his gentle amiability rendered him dear to his

associates. Amongst his friends one was specially

beloved by him ; they seemed to be congenial minds ;

and Francis believed him to be solidly virtuous. It

must be owned that virtue must be deeply rooted

in a heart, to enable it to resist the machinations

and artifices of a person who spares nothing that

can tend to ensure the success of a project. This

young man allowed himself to be gained by the

Princess; her presents purchased, and her promises

corrupted his heart; he conspired against the inno

cence of his friend, and undertook to use his best

endeavours to render him favourable to her passion.

He was much perplexed as to the mode of making
his proposal to the Baron; however, judging his

heart by his own, he fancied that he would be

unable to resist the advantageous offers, which he

was commissioned to make in the name of the Prin

cess. Taking courage, he spoke of the affection

which she bore him, and then made him the offer

of her wealth and her person, assuring him that the

intrigue should be carried on so secretly, that his

reputation would be in no degree compromised; he

concluded by remarking, that it would scarcely be

safe to reject such a proposal, because, a powerful

lady, whose love is slighted, is capable of undertak

ing anything against the subject of her disappointed

passion, therefore, he had better accept a favour

which many would gladly purchase at all costs,
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The Baron was utterly astounded at this unex

pected address, which, at first, he had not ice

of mind enough to stop, till, reihrtinir that tempta

tion enters by the ears as well as by the eyt-s, and

that it is dangerous to listen to that which cannot

be proposed without sin, he exclaimed: &quot; With

draw, you worker and mini-ten of iniquity! what

have I ever done to you and what has God ever

done to you, that you should thus league with His

enemies, and contribute to the destruction of a soul

which lie has redeemed at the price of all His blood?

lie has done as much tor you; and this it is which

ought to have preserved your mind from tl. ti-

ments you would inspire into mine. You, who boast

of being my friend, propose a thing for which you

ought to correct me, if I were guilty of it I Let the

lady keep her riches: even if I were to be reduced

to the la-t degree of misery, never (with the help of

God s grace) would I pref.-r earthly things to my
everlasting salvation. Say what you please to the

princess; but as for me, I declare I will have no

thing to do with her friendship; as in like manner,

from this moment, I hold no further intercourse

with you: you shall have no opportunity of again

making proposals, so prejudicial to your soul and

mine: implore pardon of God for your sin: and now

go, and sin no morel&quot; These words were something
more than mere sound; they so terrified his com

panion, that he dared not venture upon an answer:

he withdrew in confusion, no less on the account

of the reprehension, than for the failure of his plan:

he afterwards owned, that if he could but have in

veigled the young Baron into the apartments of the
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princess, his fortune would have been made; such

being the language of those, who, regardless of God,

seek temporal advantages at the cost of their souls.

Francis returned a thousand thanks to God for

assisting him on this dangerous occasion; reproach

ing himself for his ingratitude for past favours, as

the probable cause of this assault. That he might
be the better able to resist future temptations, he

redoubled his prayers, fasts, vigils, and other auste

rities. Other falls, which were but too frequent,

made him tremble for himself, considering the dan

gers which surrounded him; the enemies without,

and still more, that which was within, filled him

with holy fear and apprehension; concluding that

God alone was his strength, he resolved to place all

his confidence in Him, convinced at the same time,

that it would be in vain to expect His aid, unless

He corresponded with divine grace, and unless He

preferred Him to all other things.

Truly do all things contribute to the advantage

of those who seek God with sincerity of heart;

temptations, which overthrow some, serve to con

firm others in the love of God, nay, the very ene

mies who conspire to our destruction contribute

to the salvation of those who love and serve the

Lord.
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CHAPT 1:1; vi i r.

HIS ILLNESS AND KECOYF.KY. riMM&amp;lt;&amp;gt;Tr.D TO THE

DOCTORATE. GOES TO HOME.

HOWEVEI: sedul.&amp;gt;n-dy the youthful nobleman

strove to conceal his
penun&amp;lt;v&amp;gt;

iVoiu the eyes of

man, in order that lie miirht not lose the rewards

promised by God, he was, nevertheless, detected

by some wags, as lie was stripped in an oratory
for the purpose of taking a diseipli: He and

the Lord of Valence agreed to meet in the oratory

belonging to the Minor Friars of the convent of ^

Antony; having closed the doors and windov

and extinguished the lights, they had scarcely

begun disciplining themselves, than four Venetian

gentlemen, who had concealed themselves in cor

ners, suddenly displayed lights previously shaded

in dark lanthorns, and came forward to see

who were the penitents; and recognizing Francis,

made him the subject of their derision
; this, how

ever, did not cool his fervour; he multiplied his

austerities and penances; which, joined to his ex
cessive application and other works of piety, inflamed

his blood to such a degree, that he was first reduced

to a skeleton, and then fell dangerously ill; a vio

lent fever brought him to death s door, and, dysen

tery coming on, made his case quite desperate; reme
dies seemed powerless. Deage, terrified at the danger,

spared no means of saving him; the loss of such
a friend whose future patronage he could safely

Private Use Only



64 S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

depend upon, was severely trying ; but st-?l

more deeply did lie deplore the loss to the

worthy house of Sales, to whom he was already

much indebted : resigning himself, however, to the

divine will, he found consolation in witnessing the

heroic patience of the young Baron, and the spirit of

penance which made him look on his sufferings as

light, in comparison with what his sins deserved.

&quot;When apprized of the hopelessness of the case, he

said to the sick man: &quot;Son, if Almighty God in

tends to call you to a better life, you are resigned

to His will, are you not ?&quot; Grief here choked his

utterance; but he had said enough, Francis under

stood his meaning, and replied,
&quot; I am prepared for

whatever God may do with me, either to live or

die: my sole happiness consists in living and dying

with Him. He then recited various scriptural

passages, expressive of conformity to the divine

will, and of confidence in God: &quot;The Lord is my
light, whom shall I fear? If whole armies should

stand against me, in Him will I place all my hope.

How short are the days of men! how frail is life!

but how beautiful are the tabernacles of the Lord

of hosts! In the hope of beholding them, I await

my hour. Blessed is the man who rests all his

hopes in the Lord, and who hath no eyes to gaze

upon, and no heart to love the vanities and fallacie

of men.&quot; These and other similar expressions drew

sighs and tears from his surrounding friends, he

alone being calm. Anxious to fulfil his last wishes,

Deage asked how his body should be disposed of

in what church, and with what solemnities he would

have his funeral obsequies celebrated ?
&quot; My dear
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master,&quot; replied Francis,
&quot;

I leave all this to your

charity, hoping that after death, you will continue

that ace necessary, which yon have so long

afforded me. in lite; there is one thing, however,

whieh I much wish, and in whieh I beseech v&amp;lt;m to

gratify me, namely, that you consign my body to

the surgeons for anatomical purposes; for thus, I,

who in my lifetime have been u-eless to the public,

shall benefit it after death; or at l-a&amp;lt;t, it will pi

vent the strife which so often occur- ! a the

relatives of the deceased, and the emissaries of the

dissecting-room, quarrels of whieh 1 myself h;s

but too often been an eye-witness.
*

It may be

questioned whether love for God and our neigh

bour could be carried farther. Deage and the

others, who heard this last will and testament,

were ravished with admiration. Having thus de

clared his charitable desire, the only one expres-

by the young Baron, he humbly asked for the last

sacraments of the Church, and received them with

such transports of. devotion, that it was astonishing

that he did not expire in the very act. Father

Possevin heard his confession, and assisted at the

administration of the other rites, as did likewise

his two medical attendants, one of whom was a

Savoyard, and the other a Venetian. Francis was

so universally esteemed, that the most distinguished

personages of the city wished to visit him, each one

deploring the death of so accomplished and virtuous

a young nobleman, who was dying at a distance

from his family, in a strange land, in the full bloom

of youth, and at the very moment when he was

about to reap the fruit of his application. He alone

VOL I.- 5.
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seemed insensible to all this, attending solely to the

grand affair of salvation; he was tranquilly fading

away, confiding in the goodness of God, which he

had already so often experienced, and endeavouring
to profit by the salutary suggestions of Father

Possevin, who watched by him indefatigably. He
consoled his friends, and spoke of his death as

a thing to be wished, rather than dreaded. He

thought only of heaven, and his trustful hope of

a blissful eternity made the moments seem long to

him. He was already so exhausted as merely to

be able to ejaculate, as he often did, the words,
&quot; I desire to be dissolved and to be with Christ.&quot;

When, all at once, whilst his attendants were

making arrangements for his sepulture, he fell

into a gentle slumber, during which his fever left

him, and he awoke free from all dangerous symp
toms, to the utter astonishment of every one. Not

to lose an apostle, Providence so disposed that his

illness should not be unto death, but to the glory

of God, to whom he, from henceforth, resolved

to consecrate his future life by receiving Holy
Orders.

Judging that Almighty God had left him in

the world only that he might forsake it, and had

prolonged his life only that he might spend it in

His service, he resolved to testify his gratitude to

Him, by living for Him alone; nor was anything

able to withdraw him from this purpose, as the

sequel of our history will show.

His doctors looked upon his recovery as miracu

lous; and they were confirmed in this opinion by
the rapidity with which his strength returned;
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for, after a brief convalescence, he returned to his

exercises of piety, and to his studies, with renewed

fervour.

Soon after his recovery he received the degree
of doctor; according to his father s orders lie pre

sented himself for examination, in the course of

which he displayed such learning as to excite the

admiration of the whole audience. Pancirolo, who
had been his master, was his Promoter, and when,

delivering the usual oration, tailed not to extol

the fine example of virtue which he had shown

to the university, proposing him as a model to all

those who aspired to the same honours, and con

cluded by predicting that he would one day be the

glory of his family, of his country, and of the

Church. The whole University exulted in seeing

the laurel thus bestowed, declaring that he received

his degree less as a scholar than as a master. In

testifying his gratitude he expressed himself in

terms which equally honoured the excellence of

his mind, and the goodness of his heart. His

address drew forth a fresh burst of applause, and

he was accompanied by the acclamations of the

people from the hall to his lodging; he received

his degree at the age of twenty-four, on the fifth

of September, 1591. His recent illness had in

creased his personal beauty, and improved his

constitution ; therefore, to escape the dangers
which beset him in a licentious city, he wished

to return home. Precisely at this time, however,

lie received letters of recall from his father, but

leaving him at liberty to visit some of the more

celebrated cities of Italy, as he had expressed the
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desire. Bidding his friends farewell, he quitted

Padua on the second of October, to the universal

regret of the people, who publicly declared, that

in losing him, the city lost a beautiful example

f sanctity, and the university its brightest gem.

Father Possevin exhorted him to apply to theology

forewarning him that God destined him to the pas

toral charge of the church of Geneva.

From Padua he repaired to Ferrara, and from thence

to Rome, where he purposed remaining for some

time, having letters of introduction to several of his

father s friends there. He examined the wonders of

that famous city, the monuments of Rome s ancient

magnificence, the noble remnants of the times and

fury of barbarism, monuments which were designed

to immortalize the city. Francis gazed on all these

with such reflections as piety would suggest ;
amidst

those splendid ruins he pondered the ebb and flow

of mundane affairs, the successes and reverses of men,

the rise, progress, and fall of empires, the vicissi

tudes and revolutions of sublunary things ; whereas,

on the contrary, he saw God ever immoveable,

always the same, always free and independent. He

reflected how religion had established herself on the

ruins of that very empire, which had devised all

means to arrest her progress, and to expel her from

the face of the earth. Rome, once the mistress of

error, afterwards became the seat of truth. He gave

less of his. time to this curiosity, innocent in itself,

than to piety, nor would he have cared to examine

those objects which strangers so much admire, if

his father had not desired him to give him minute

details of all that was worthy of attention. He
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spent most of his days in visiting holy places, the

Churchefl and the catacombs; the latter an; o ine-

teries or suhUTranean places, where in times of per

secution the early Christian-; w--re accustomed to

Vl&amp;gt;rate the holy mysteries and to bury their

martyrs. At the sight of these v -ncraMe plac

consecrated by the piety of our . and

watered with the blood of so many illustrious wit

nesses of the faith, which we happily can practise in

peace, he would exclaim, &quot;Oh! what a precious

merchandise is martyrdom. Only Thy dearest ones

can purchase it, my God. It is only Thy favourites

who are permitted to die for Thy love! Knal&amp;gt;le me,

O Lord, to be a martyr, at least in will, if I cann

be so in effect. The sword that makes martyrs may

perhaps be wanting to me, but by Thy grace, I

hope that I should never be wanting to the swrd.

Joyfully would I receive the stroke if occasion

offered; but if I am not to be a martyr by suffering,

let me be a martyr by compassion; yes, by medi

tating frequently on Thy sufferings, O King of

martyrs, and on those of Thy elect ! that so I may
admire and imitate them. Those whom Thou hast

pre-elected from eternity to die for Thee, to be crowned

with this precious aureole; as for me, I am content

to live in Thy love, of Thy love, and for Thy love.&quot;

In this manner did Francis encourage himself to

defend the faith at all costs, and to labour in the

conversion of heretics on his return to his own

country ; and as if he foresaw that he was to be the

bishop of Geneva, then the centre of error, as Rome

is the centre of truth, he made an offering to God of

his property, his time, his studies, and even of his
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life, if it were necessary to the re-establishment of

the ancient religion, professed in that city for so

many ages, but at length expelled by its impious in

habitants.

As it is occasion and will, and not suffering,

which places the palm in the martyrs hands, there

can be no doubt but that the love which made the

Baron sigh for their tortures, and which in due time

rendered him a sharer in their sufferings, made him

merit the crown and recompense of martyrdom.

He visited the persons most distinguished for

piety and learning, and he is said to have been

acquainted with St. Philip Neri, who then lived in

Rome with the reputation of a saint; moreover, it

is said that the holy old man kissed him on the fore

head, foreseeing his sanctity, and predicting that he

would be a great servant of God and most useful to

the Church. There are old pictures extant, repre

senting this incident, which is highly probable, con

sidering that Francis would naturally seek acquain

tance with one so conspicuous for sanctity, whilst

St. Philip s spirit of prophecy and discernment are

also well-known facts.

Although Rome is by no means free from immo

rality, the angel that guided the young Baron pre
served him in the midst of this furnace, changing
its scorching flames into an invigorating dew. He
turned his eyes from all that could inspire vice and

corrupt his heart. Our Lord was pleased to demon

strate the care He had of him, by permitting an acci

dent which experimentally proves that the fate of

the just is in His hands, and that He never forsakes

them. One night on returning to his lodgings, on

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



S. FRANCIS DE SALES. 71

the bank of the Tiber, he found his attendants quar-

rellmg with the landlord, who was insisting on their

seeking another lodging, because he expected higher

pay from some newly-arrived strangers, whose

equipages and luggage already occupied the space

engaged by the Baron, with whom the man broke

his compact, having more regard to profit than

honesty; the aiFair would have ended seriously, had

not Francis overheard the altercation, and with his

usual mildness insisted on his servants yielding to

the demands of the host; he withdrew to another

lodging, this unjust treatment proving the occasion

of his safety, for almost immediately a heavy rain set

in, which, swelling the Tiber, overflowed its banks,

carrying away in its impetuosity the house so lately

vacated by the Saint; not a vestige of it remained,

and all within it perished. This incident shows us

how God watches over the safety of His elect, and

what serious disasters would befall them, unless He

preserved them by some extraordinary means. The

Baron ascribed his deliverance from so manifest a

danger, to God alone, rendering Him due thanks for

it, and resolving to abandon himself more unreservedly
than ever to Divine Providence, which, by hidden

ways, yet ways directed to our advantage, rules our

destiny according to His own high views.
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CHAPTER VIII.

VISITS LORETO. RETURNS HOME.

EVERY Christian must surely wish to visit that

house which was the dwelling of an Incarnate God,

nor would any traveller possessing a grain of piety,

travel through Italy without going to revere the

walls of the house of Loreto, consecrated as they
were by the .presence of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.

Francis had bound himself to this by vow on some

certain occasion, and on returning from Rome, car

ried his purpose into effect. Loreto is a small

place, rendered famous since the year 1296, when

the house inhabited by our Blessed Lady at Nazareth

was established there. When Palestine fell under

the dominion of the Turks, this house was conveyed

by angels to Dalmatia, or Sclavonia, but three years

later, it crossed the Adriatic, landing on a hill

between Ancona and Recanati. Again did it change
its site, and rested where it now stands, and where

a city and magnificent church have since been

erected.

It is impossible to enter within these sacred walls

without experiencing a transport of devotion; it

would be difficult to describe the sentiments of the

pious young Baron on this occasion
; he affectionately

kissed the walls, he confessed and communicated,

and gave free vent to the emotions of his loving

heart.
&quot; These then are thy tabernacles, beau-
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teous Spouse of the Eternal King! Here, O divine

Lover, didst Tliou stand locking through the

lattices! Here did.-t Thou feed among the lili

Here didst Thou become my Brother! Oh! who

will enable me to find Thee reposing on the

bosom of my Mother, that I may ki&amp;gt;s Tln-e de

voutly? O God, the Master of truth, Thou hast

been my teacher from my earliest age, and here in

tliis place, I hope Thou wilt more fully instruct i

whilst I pivpaiv lor Thee a draught of the best wine

from thejuice of pomegra nates!&quot; After these and other

similar sentiments of devotion towards the Mother

of God and the Word Incarnate, he renewed his vow

of virginity, resigning himself entirely into the

hands of Divine Goodness, by whom he was then

called to the ecclesiastical state, so powerfully, that

he could no longer doubt his vocation. In this

very spot he formed to himself the idea of the apos

tolic life which he was to lead when he should

become a preacher of the gospel. He readily offered

himself to all the toils, poverty, sufferings, and per

secutions incident to such a life, and of which Jesus

had traced the model within those very walls. It

is here that the Blessed Virgin has erected the

throne of mercy, and it is certain that Francis, who
was so well disposed, here received particular graces.

His mind acquired fresh light, and his heart was so

completely filled with charity, that nothing seemed

impossible to him when the glory of God and the

salvation of souls were in question. Some of the

favours bestowed on him by God became partially

visible; Deage assuring us that there was something

quite divine in the expression of his countenance,
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his face beaming like that of a seraph, insomuch that

he conceived so high an opinion of the young Baron s

sanctity, that he accompanied and followed him with

a feeling of reverence.

Having satisfied his devotion he proceeded to

Ancona, to embark for Venice. He found a

vessel on the point of starting, and at once paid
the fare for his passage; a lady of rank, however,
made her appearance; she had engaged the vessel

exclusively for herself and retinue; when perceiv

ing Francis, who had already taken his place, she

desired the pilot to order him out. Fearing that

he might not meet with another opportunity of

crossing, at least for that day, the Baron respect

fully stated his case to the lady, and entreated her

to permit him to sail in her company, remarking,
that he had but three attendants, and little luggage,

and, therefore, could occasion little or no incon

venience; every one present joined in the request,

but the lady was inexorable, insisted on his quit

ting the ship, and well nigh gave orders to have his

effects thrown overboard. Francis submitted to this

affront with his usual meekness, though the rest

were not disposed to be so submissive; he remained

some time on the beach, endeavouring to pacify his

friends, and persuading them to submit to the Divine

will ; circumstances apparently fortuitous, he said,

sometimes happening by special intervention of

Providence, as they had recently witnessed at Eome,

adding, moreover, that storms were frequent in

those seas, and that travellers often left that port

without ever arriving at the place they intended.

This seeming conjecture of the Baron was literally
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verified before their very eyes. There had been

every appearance of a prosperous sail
;
the sky was

serene, the wind favourable, and the sea calm;

nevertheless, all this suddenly changed; a fearful

storm arose, and though the pilot used his utm&amp;lt;

skill to urge his vessel into port, she sunk with

every soul on board, before Francis and his com

panions hud loft the beach.

This awful spectacle served as a new motive to

the young man for putting all his trust in God, to

abandon himself blindly to Providence, which gui(:

events to its own purposes, by ways unknown to,

and beyond the reach of human prudence. When
the tempest was appeased, and the sea calm, he

found another opportunity for sailing. The hope of

a prosperous voyage inspirited the pilot and sailors,

who thought of nothing but amusement ; but

Francis, who seemed to foresee coming accidents,

instead of participating in the common joy, was

extremely serious and recollected. Deage noticed

this, and enquired the reason. &quot;

I am astonished,

replied he, &quot;to see that with only two planks

between us and death, these people should be so

daring as to give way to such unseemly mirth;

but a short time ago we witnessed a shipwreck;

nothing can be more inconstant than the sea; a

storm has but just passed over; this gulf is famous

for storms ; who knows whether a misfortune simi

lar to that of which we were so recently the specta

tors, does not await us? Let the rest do as they

please, but for us, let us pray to that Lord whom
the sea and the winds

obey.&quot; Deage was a pious

man, and having a particular regard for the Baron,
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proposed reciting the divine office together. Scarcely
had they begun, than the pilot, observing them,
mocked and insulted them, saying, that priests and

devotees always brought him bad luck. The wind
soon changed ; but he, heedless of the diversions of

the other, called out, &quot;Holla! what are you French

gentlemen muttering there ? as long as you hold

your breviaries in your hands, the wind is sure to

be against us; send them to the right-about, and

do as others do.&quot; In the meantime the tempest
became terrific, and the mirth of the passengers
was changed into alarm; every one fell to prayer,
with the exception of the pilot, who, with horrid

oaths, declared that he foresaw these devotees would

bring bad weather, and that they deserved to be

thrown overboard. The Baron s guardian, naturally

choleric, was going to answer the bravado, and check

his ribaldry; but Francis prevented him, reminding
him that this was not the moment for attempting a

correction ;
a reproof would only infuriate the pilot,

therefore, patience was their best resource; and they

would go on with their prayers, regardless of the

insult they thereby drew upon themselves. The

storm did not last long, and as the vessel was well

appointed, she reached Cattolica, a small port of the

Adriatic, without damage, Providence not permit

ting that he should perish by water, whose heart

already burnt with the flames which ultimately

were to consume it. The pilot, who had been well

aware of his danger, did not conceal his delight at

having escaped it. Francis now believed it to be

the right time to correct him, and accordingly said

to him: &quot;I cannot conceive what made you so
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angry a short tim
,

the tempestuous sea, and

the evident tl we w. iv in, ought to have

alarmed you, and yet you allowed \ i&amp;gt;o

so fur transported with passion, and to curse and

tor, and forbid us to pray to God, from whom

alone we can
h&amp;lt;&amp;gt;pe

for any temporal &amp;gt;r eternal b Ic

ing; do you not know that IK- h-.lds supreme do

minion over the sea and the wind, which obey and

revere His voice, and which yield at II k?&quot;

Hisadinoniti.ni was so kindly and gently given,

that, harsh as the pilot naturally was his mind was

softened; nor did he fail to remark that the young

nobleman, insensible to all save the offence against

God, said not a word of the insults heaped upon

himself ;
astonished at his moderation, the man

threw himself at his feet, begged pardon, and pro

mised amendment.

Experience teaches that they who reprove mildly,

and with due regard to circumstances, generally

succeed; whereas, contrary conduct becomes usele
,

correction ofteg proving pernicious, unless it be dis

creetly administered. We gild the pills,
and qualify

the bitter potions which we offer to the sick.

But it was not the pilot only who admired the

virtue of the saintly youth the sailors attributed

their safety and the preservation of the ship to his

prayers, publicly declaring that the elements re

spected his innocence and sanctity; moreover, they

said that if this young gentleman had remained

amongst them, he would have converted and turned

them into saints.

In the course of this voyage he furnished a still

more evident proof of his virtue, submitting to a
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great humiliation with incomparable patience; his

rank and age must have made him sensitive on such

an occasion, but the love of his despised Redeemer

enabled him to meet it with composure and peace

of mind. The pilot was giving him an account of a

little chapel of our Blessed Lady, which was seen at

a distance, telling him that votive offerings were

often carried there by those, who, thanks to her

intercession, were saved from shipwreck: as Francis

was listening attentively to the recital, the helms

man, by some sudden jerk of the cordage, inadver

tently knocked the Baron s hat off into the sea.

There are certain moments, when, woe to him

who errs! Virtuous as was Deage, after all he was

but a man, and he gave a sound scolding to both

one and the other. Francis took all the blame to

himself, bearing the loss, as well as the reproof,

very patiently ; and by way of pacifying Deage,

good humouredly remarked, that a crown-piece

would repair all the mischief. But the tutor, who

carried the purse, rejoined, &quot;Very likely: but mind,

your carelessness shall cost you dear: defend your

self as best you can from this north wind.&quot; Francis

very composedly drew forth his night-cap, and put

it on, supposing that as soon as they reached Chiog-

gia, where they were to dine, a new hat would be

provided for him, and, in the meantime, he smiled

and joined in the jokes which were raised at his

expense. On their arrival at Chioggia, however,

Deage actually had the heart to leave him without

a hat, and he was obliged to walk through the street

(which happened to be thronged with people, watch

ing the feats of a mountebank,) with nothing but

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



S. FRANCIS DE SALES. 79

his night-cap on; and he submitted to this mortifi

cation without the least sign of resentment.

Indifferent as he was to personal insult, he keenly

felt the offence committed against God by one of his

acquaintance. On reaching Venice, he determined

to stay there a few days to examine, the marvels of

a really marvellous city: there are few places which

attract more strangers; its peculiar situation, its

magnificence, and its political liberties contribute to

this. The Baron met with several Piedmontese

and Savoyards, with whom he formed an intimacy,

either as being compatriots, or at least as being the

subjects of the same prince; but discovering their

profligate habits, he at once broke off an intercourse

which accident, rather than choice, had given rise

to; one only of the number attached himself to

Francis, and this one, yielding to occasion and bad

example, proved unworthy of his friendship. lie

was informed that, pressed by his companions, he

had passed the night in some infamous place, and

this was quite sufficient to induce Francis to break

off all intimacy with him; nevertheless, reflecting

on the loss of this young cavalier s soul, in whom he

had discovered strong inclinations to virtue; he

resolved to use his best endeavours to convince him

of his dangerous state; he spoke to him most

earnestly, depicting incontinency in its true colours,

dwelling on its baneful consequences, and the final

impenitence to which it usually drags its victims.

He spoke to him of the mental blindness and the

obduracy of heart, which are its most common

effects; of the terrible judgments of God, and of the

Bufferings whereby He punishes it, in this life and
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the next; till the young man, in whose heart the

fear of God was not wholly extinct, saw his error,

was induced by the Saint to make his confession,

and did penance proportioned to the grievousness of

his sin: to escape the danger of relapse, Francis

persuaded him to leave Venice, as he himself did on

his road homewards. He stopped at Padua to salute

his old friends there; then passing through Verona,

Mantua, Cremona, Pavia, and Vercelli, he reached

Turin, and finally Savoy; when from this time

until he was raised to the Priesthood, he was called

the Baron of Villaroget, the name of one of his

father s demesnes.

CHAPTER IX.

HIS ARRIVAL AT HOME. VISITS THE BISHOP OP GENEVA.

MATRIMONIAL FLANS. DECLARES HIS VOCATION TO

THE PRIESTHOOD.

IT would be difficult to express the delight with

which his parents welcomed him on his return to

Tulle, whither the family repaired to meet him.

Comparing the accounts which they had received

of their son, with what they now saw, they acknow

ledged that report which usually exaggerates, had

in this instance gone far below the mark; their

satisfaction on his account, was in every respect

perfect. He was then twenty-five years of age, and

a more elegant and accomplished young nobleman

could scarcely have been met with : he possessed every

personal advantage, fine intellect, rare learning,
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robust constitution; he \vus prompt in his replies,

mode-t without atl .r tat ion, all;il&amp;gt;le without famili

arity; in a word, lie was the delight of his parents,

who looked np to him as the prop of the family,

whose friends wannlv congratulated the Count and

( intett oJ ^ des on the admirable (rualilirntions: of

their eldest son. IIU tath.-r -&amp;gt;-ut him to Anneey on

a visit to the Bishop of Geneva, the sincere friend

of the family. He was a holy and erudite man, of

mild disposition, and of apostolical simplicity, whose

merits had raised him to the episcopal throne, from

being a Benedictine Monk as he was. He was of

noble birth, and devoted himself unreservedly to the

duties of his ministry; prudent in enterprise; he

had no valuable furniture, no retinue, nor any of

the magnificence which in later ages crept into the

Church, occasioning more damage than profit: his

virtues gained him the respect both of clergy and

laity, so that he ruled his diocese with an authority

which no temporal grandeur would have conferred.

The bishop received the Baron with the sweet

affability which characterized his whole conduct;

he detained him with him for a long time, and

conceived such an esteem of him, that he wished

he could meet with a person like him to be his

successor. He admired his noble mind and his hea

venly disposition, which won all hearts; the interview

would have been prolonged, if the bishop had not

been informed that the theologians were waiting for

him to examine the pretendant to a certain benefice.

The worthy prelate made it his inviolable rule to

confer benefices on the most deserving ; learning and

virtue were the only recommendations he would
VOL. I. 6.

Private Use Only



82 S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

attend to: he invited the Baron to assist at the

examination, who excused himself on the plea that

a layman with a sword at his side would be mis

placed in such an assembly; but the bishop over

ruled the difficulty, telling him that he might be

useful in the solution of certain questions ; he con

ducted him therefore to the place of examination,

made him take the seat next to his own, and then

the disputation began. As is frequently the case

on such occasions, the theologians differed in opinion ;

the Baron paid particular attention, but without

attempting to offer an opinion ; even when the pre

late appealed to him, he modestly excused himself,

remembering the admonition of Ecclesiasticus
; &quot;Be

not forward in presence of your elders;&quot; adding

that it would ill become a scholar to speak before so

many celebrated doctors, and before so great a pre

late; more especially as theology was not a science

on which he ought to hazard an opinion; but being

most earnestly pressed, he solved the difficulty in

few words, rendering the case so clear and distinct,

that the whole meeting accepted his decision. Great

was the astonishment of all present to hear this

young nobleman, whom they had supposed to have

been engaged in studies exclusively suited to his

rank, so easily explain away difficulties which had

puzzled the first theologians of the diocese. The

bishop exultingly exclaimed,
&quot; How well I foresaw

that your presence would be useful to us in this

conference; your modesty convinced me of this.&quot;

After courteously taking leave of him he returned

to the hall of meeting, and remarked to the persons

who were there, that this young nobleman had too
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much virtue and learning to remain in the world
;

that he had a sort of premonition that lie would be

his successor, and that he hoped Almighty God would

confer this favour on the dioce- This impression

rendered Francis extremely dear to him; he called

him by no other name than that of son; and a

warm friendship sprung up between them, which

ended only with the death of the virtuous prehr

indeed, we may piously presume that it continues

even in heaven, because, being founded in God, it

must be eternal.

But the Count of Sales had very different views

with regard to the tttabliahment of his son: he was

arranging a marriage for him, and hoped to procure
him a charge in the senate of Chambery. lie

pr&amp;lt;

-

posed sending him thither, to be admitted as advo

cate, and for this purpose he gave him letters of

recommendation Senator to Anthony Faber, his inti

mate friend. This plan did not at all coincide with

the secret intention of Francis, nor with the vow of

virginity made at Paris and renewed at Loreto, nor

with his resolution of embracing the ecclesiastical

state, according to the instinct which God gave him.

He hoped to be able to effect his purpose, especially

as, by giving himself to the Church, he would benefit

the younger members of his family; at all events he

did not deem it prudent to oppose his father s views

just then, because he might declare himself more

openly after this journey; he decided, therefore, to

await a more fitting opportunity; and, in company
with Deage, set out for Chambery. Anthony
Faber, the ornament of the Senate, and afterwards

its first president, received him with all the courtesy
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due to his high reputation; he lodged him in his

own house as the son of one of his dearest friends,

and spent several days instructing him as to what he

would have to do on the occasion, in order that he

might be admitted into the senate with applause;

till perceiving that Francis was too well informed

to need his instructions, he presented him without

further loss of time to Podel the first president, and

to the senate, who appointed one of the senators to

examine him; he performed the task with the

utmost rigour; but this only served to bring out

the Baron s learning more markedly; and the

examining senator declared in full senate, that, he

had found a hidden treasure in the Baron of Vil-

laroget, that is to say, talent and a fund of learning

far beyond his age, adding many other things which

induced the senate to receive him with applause.

Francis replied to their acclamations with such

eloquence, and thanked them so gracefully that they

were in high admiration of him. In his address, he

spoke of justice as the most excellent of moral vir

tues, as being unvarying, because it proceeds from

heaven, and is the offspring of God himself; it

maintains peace amongst the people, is the security

of the country, and the inheritance of the children

of heaven, and the hope of future beatitude. He
next commended those who in their charges and

offices, are faithful administrators of it; and so

agreeably wound up his argument on the good

purposes of justice, that his hearers believed they

could not without injustice, withhold that meed of

public applause which his virtue so evidently

merited. Podel owned that he had never admitted
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any member combining so much genius with so solid

a judgment. All Chambery went to compliment

him; every one feeling certain that he would soon

be decl:iivd a senator. Faber above all cono . v&amp;lt; 1

an n and affection for him, whi.-h lasted to the

end of his li This famous Juri.-consnlt was a

native of Bourg eu lire e, and was so well trail,

by Anthony Manuce, that he became one of tho

inn-t di-tinirnished men of his day. His merit in;.

him known to his sovereign, who confer veral

important dignities upon him, which he so well ad

ministered, that he de-&amp;lt;T\.&amp;lt;l to be 1 to the

hi^rhot of all, namely, that of
piv&amp;gt;ident

of the senate

of Savoy. Some of hi&amp;gt; works were given to the

press, and bear witness to the extent of his erudi

tion; but his virtue was equal to his learning, and

this it was that united him in such close friendship

with the Baron: such was their mutual attachment,

that they usually styled each other brother. When
Faber went to Chumbery in quality of president of

the senate, he left his house at Annecy to Francis,

who was then a bishop; moreover he dedicated one

of his works to him. I have thought it right to

dwell somewhat on the worth of this great man, to

shew the sort of persons whom the Baron selected

for his most intimate friends.

As he was returning from Chimbery, a circum

stance befell him on the road, which convinced him

more than ever that it was the will of God he should

embrace the ecclesiastical state. As he was con

versing with Deage, his horse stumbled, and though

he was an expert equestrian, he was thrown; the

sudden shock detached his sword from his girdle
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and also jerked the sword out of the scabbard; as

the two fell to the ground they formed a perfect

cross
;
the same thing happened thrice within a very

short space of time and distance. The Baron was

far from being adicted to anything like superstition,

as the whole course of his life, and his works suffi

ciently prove; but he had too much piety not to be

struck by the singular coincidence of the thrice-

formed cross, which seemed to him indicative of the

divine will. He believed moreover, that by this acci

dent (which to say the least was certainly striking),

God intended to make him understand that He did not

approve of his engaging in secular affairs, He having
destined him to the cross, of which this circumstance

reminded him. He made Deage notice it also,

declaring his intentions to him, entreating him to

make them known to his father, and endeavour to

obtain his consent to them.

The well-attested piety of Francis ought to have

revealed his inclinations to his tutor, and have pre

vented surprise at this announcement; nevertheless,

it seemed to astound him. Endowed as he was with

virtue and wisdom, he dared not oppose the will of

God by impugning the vocation of the young man,

whilst on the other hand, his affection to the house

of Sales made him unwilling to approve it; well

knowing that the plans of the Count would be

completely deranged by the designs of his son. He
remained for some time thoughtful and silent; then,

taking courage, he represented to his pupil the

affliction which such a step would occasion to his

parents and family, of which he ought to be the

prop, reminding him that no expense had been

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



S. FRANCIS DE SAI 87

spared to qualify him for this duty; that they had

\vitli reason fixed their hopes in him, because in

addition to being the eldest son, both nature and

education had concurred in furnishing him with

all that was necessary for corn-i -nidir,-.: to the

d.-&amp;lt;i-ns of the family in his regard. He added, that

he ought to consider that to be the vocation of God

which parents selected for their children, provM

their choice was not contrary to n-li-in, or adverse

to their salvation; he ought, therefore, very seri

ously to weigh these considerations, lest he miirht be

deceived in the choice of such a state of life; it

sometimes happening that we fancy we. f.lW the

voice of God, when, in reality, we are only following

our own inclinations; it was his duty to warn him

th;it self-love may have a part in such resolutions,

and that when we most flitter ourselves we are

renouncing self, we may in effect be the most

wedded to self-love; that he might securely work

out his salvation in the world, and without devoting

himself to a state so repugnant to the wishes of his

pious parents, who so tenderly loved him: it would

be quite sufficient for him to live as a secular, with

the excellent dispositions which God had implanted

in his heart: they would sanctify him and con

tribute to the sanctification of others. Let him

remember Saints Lewis, Edward, Henry, Elzear,

and the blessed Amadeus, who, living in the world,

and exposed to far greater obstacles than any he

would meet with, had nevertheless known how to

render themselves worthy of the veneration of our

altars. Surely then, he might safely walk in their

footsteps; in conclusion, Deage exhorted him to
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imitate them, and to spare his parents an affliction

which would almost kill them.

The Baron had flattered himself that Deao^e,O *

himself a priest, a doctor of theology, and a man of

exemplary life would not have disapproved his reso

lution; he was therefore astonished to hear him

oppose it so vigorously; he looked at him with one

of those engaging smiles so difficult to resist, and

well convinced that if he could but gain him over

to his side, he would prove his best auxiliary with

his father and mother, who esteemed him highly,

he began one of those gentle reproofs which so

forcibly convince the mind and touch the heart.

&quot;What I&quot; said Francis,
&quot; do you blame a choice

which you yourself have made? You who have

renounced the world, would you bind me to it ? You
did not believe that you could work out your salva

tion in it, how then can you think that I, without

half your virtue, can secure mine? Where is the

tenderness of the father, and the sincerity of the

friend, which I have hitherto found in
you?&quot;

Deage, who really loved him tenderly, would have

interrupted him, but the holy young man who had

begun to speak with energy, gave him no oppor

tunity ; and following up the points of his opposition

in due order, he thus continued; &quot;Believe me, I

know myself well, and young as I am, I can under

stand that these advantages of nature and rank, of

which you speak, increase the danger to which we
are all exposed with regard to the affair of salvation.

The risks which besiege me are numerous, and

although I discern many of them, there are others

DO doubt hidden from me; I know that as yet, I
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merely possess the desire of virtue, whilst on the

:itn\rv, I carry within me the principles of Reduc

tion and disorder, which certainly will be my ruin

if seconded by the dangers of the world, in which

you would engage me: and, after all, what will it

profit me to gain the whole world if 1 lose my
own soul? God has long inspired me with an

aversion for the world, so that by 1 1 ice, I prefer

His holy fear and His chaste love to all other thii.

Do not then oppose a design which He Himself has

inspired. I expect even more than this from your

charity; I expect your aid towards carrvini: it into

effect. I know that my greatest obstacles will come

from those to whom I owe my life and my education,

which has cost them so much; to them, whom next

to God, I am bound to respect; I beseech you there

fore to solicit their consent, and thus spare me the

grief of occasioning them displeasure, by embraci.

the ecclesiastical state against their will.&quot; His

arguments so completely moved Deage, that he gave

up the point. He admired in one so young, this

t &amp;gt;tal contempt of the world, and of all that could

captivate the heart; this fortitude which could

withstand the tenderness of nature, and, convinced

that the Baron was called to sublime sanctity, he

told him that God was his witness how anxiously

he desired his salvation, as much as he did his own;

but that it was his duty to give different advice,

according to the difference of virtue in the
person&amp;gt;;

that he himself had forsaken the world because he

did not think he could have found salvation other

wise; not having sufficient strength and courage to

withstand its seductions, whereas he (Francis) had
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already given proofs of such solid virtue as to per

suade him that he might not only live in the world

without losing himself, but would even contribute

to the salvation of many others by his example:

he owned that condescension to his parents, whose

plans he knew were diametrically opposite to the

priesthood, had been the chief cause of his opposi

tion; and certainly the honour they had done him

in entrusting so beloved a child to his care, obliged

him as far as possible to second their views. It was

true, moreover, that many, especially in the ardour

of youth, were apt to look upon as the real call of

God, what in effect was but the sensibility of ill-

regulated piety, and a certain flavour of spiritual

things, having nothing of solidity about it, the con

sequence of which was after-regret and secret des

pair at having forsaken the world ;
he had formed a

better opinion of his case, because he was well

acquainted with the maturity of his judgment, the

penetration of his mind, and the constancy of his

heart; he had moreover observed the special graces

bestowed on him by God, on various and dangerous

occasions, from whence it might be inferred that he

had preserved his baptismal innocence; considering

all these reasons then, he would not oppose his

wishes, but he entreated him not to require him

to make the proposal to his parents; he had not

courage enough for this; he could not be the first

to impart intelligence which would be so painful to

them. Francis made some other remarks in reply,

and said that he would take such measures as he

hoped would diminish their affliction; they con

cluded their discourse as they neared the castle of
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Tulle, whore the Baron found afl air&amp;lt; in a state very

di tic rent from what he could have wish

CHAPTER X.

DECLARES HIS VOCATION. OPPOSITION TO IT. OBTAINS

CONSENT.

THK Count of Sales was highly gratified on being

informed by the Irttvrs and accounts of Deage, that

the senate of Savoy had recognized the learning

and talents of his son, and thought of forming a

matrimonial alliance between him and the young

Lady de Vegi, the only daughter of the Baron of

that name, councillor of state to the prince, and

illustrious for several other distinguished offices, no

less than for his wealth. He had already privately

negociated the affair with her parents and other

friends, who highly approved the match
;
the young

lady was in every respect so well endowed, that

there was not a gentleman in Savoy who would not

have wished for such a connexion. The Count

pursued the affair with prudence and skill; con

vinced that the project would increase the honour,

the credit, and the revenues of his house. As soon,

therefore, as the young Baron arrived from Cham-

bery, he mentioned the plan, and bade him hold

himself in readiness to accompany him to Salanchez

in Faucigny, to be introduced to the young lady.

The proposition was like a thunderbolt to Francis,

who was on the point of excusing himself from
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undertaking such a journey by acknowledging his

intention of embracing the ecclesiastical state, but
his courage failed, respect for his father overawing
him, and he trusted that delay would facilitate the

accomplishment of his project. Conflicting ideas

harassed him
; on the one side, he deemed it im

proper to seek acquaintance with the lady when
his mind was already decidedly fixed against matri

mony, his keen sense of propriety suggesting all

that was right on this score; but on the other side,

the repugnance which he felt in opposing his father s

will, prevented him from declaring himself. The
Count noticed how coldly Francis received a propo
sition which would have filled any other young man
with delight, but ascribing it to modesty, he

imagined that the young lady s beauty would easily

triumph over an indifference which he did not for

a moment suppose to be rooted in the heart of his

son.

Francis and his father soon afterwards travelled to

Salanchez, where they were courteously received

by the Lord de Vegi; the saintly young Baron soon

winning the good graces both of the father and the

daughter. No match could apparently have been

better planned. The young people seemed made for

each other, only that God had other views : Francis

was unable to dissimulate; and so striking was his

frigidity of manner, that his father reproached him

for thwarting his plans, though these plans had no

other aim than his own individual advantage.

Francis met his reproofs with obstinate silence, and

they quitted Salanchez without coming to any

explanations. On their return to Tulle, the re-
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preaches were renewed, to which Francis invariably

replied that he deplored being the cause of
di&amp;gt;pk-u-

sure to his father: the Countess too used all her

influence, but in vain; nor were the friends and rela

tives more successful, though they all inprrly doired

a mutch, on which the father had evidently set his

In-art. After making many attempts to renew the

affair, which all proved ineffectual, the Count was

perplexed to the last degree by tin: refusal of his

son. Francis entrusted his secret to a clergyman

of Tulle named Amadeo Bovard, with whom he had

been acquainted at Paris.
&quot;

I have seen the
lady,&quot;

said the Saint to him,
&quot; whom my father wishes me

to marry; unquestionably she deserves an excellent

match, considering her worth and fine endowments;

I rejoice, nevertheles, within my heart, because

God gives me an inward assurance that I shall enter

into His house, and there make my abode, for I

have chosen it. God is my everlasting portion;

never have I wished to contract any other nuptials

than with the Lamb without Spot, and I shall do

this by embracing the clerical state.
1 About this

time the Baron of Hermance arrived from Turin,

bringing with him the patent of Senator, which the

Duke of Savoy, informed of Francis s deserts, had

gratuitously conferred: whilst any one else would

have deemed himself too much honoured in obtain

ing this dignity, the holy young man persisted in

refusing to accept it; but perceiving how sensibly

his father was afflicted on this account, he felt bound

to explain his real wishes to him. For this purpose

he consulted his cousin Lewis of Sales, Canon of the

Cathedral of Geneva, who hud great influence with
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the Count : he stated his views to him, and succeeded

in convincing him that it was the will of God that

he should embrace the ecclesiastical state. Lewis

listened to him with great delight, promised to use

his best endeavours to obtain his father s consent,

but requested to be allowed a little time, in order to

recommend the affair to God, and to devise the best

means of disclosing it to the Count in a manner the

least distasteful to him. Lewis had a special object

in requiring this delay: the Provostship of the

Church of Geneva, the chief dignity of the Cathedral,

was vacant; and being at the disposal of the Pope,

he determined on soliciting it for Francis, which, if

obtained, he hoped would tend much to lessen the

objections of the Count: on the other hand, believing

that the young baron would more readily accept the

dignity if conferred without any effort being made

on his part to obtain it, Lewis kept the secret from

him, but managed so well that the Canon Francis de

Roniis, who had much intercourse with Rome, wrote

in his favour. Providence prospered the plan : the

Bulls arrived, and Lewis and Roniis, going over to

Tulle, took Francis aside, and showed them to him,

telling him at the same time that now would be a

good opportunity of explaining his intentions to his

father, and of obtaining his consent. The Baron was

astonished at finding himself thus favoured, frankly

telling Lewis that though it was his wish to be a

priest, he certainly had no intention of possessing

benefices ;
it was his wish to depend for his mainten

ance on whatever share of the family property his

father might choose to bestow upon him; adding

that he deemed himself unworthy of the post; and

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



8. FUANCI9 DE SALES. 95

that there would be grout Impropriety in placing a

youii _r man like him&amp;gt;elf, tlrv..id of virtue and rxj

rience, at the head of so distinguilhed u Chapter and

Clergy as that of G He entreated him to

allow him to resign the right in his own favour,

I. \vis being far better suited to the post than him

self; for his sole wish was to remain the Ja&amp;gt;i in the

house of the Lord.

Lewis had great ascendancy over the mind of his

young cousin; and therefore told him in a decisive

tone, that though he approved the humility which

led him to shun the proffered dignity, and the holy

policy of following the eali of God without seeking

after benefices, he likewise blamed that obstinacy

which rejected them when they came unsought-1

They might reasonably believe that Almighty God

had created these favourable conjuncture expressly

to influence his parents, and induce them to accede

to his wishes, with less regret to themselves. Lev

undertook to answer both to God and man for what

might ensue, saying that Providence had its views

in thus suddenly exalting him, without his own par

ticipation, cognition, or consent, to a dignity so nearly

bordering on the episcopacy.

Francis was so docile, that not only did he yield

to a known truth, but to authority likewise, when

ever it was sufficiently weighty to sway his mind.

Respect and esteem for Lewis, together with the

certainty of having had no share himself in procur

ing this dignity, induced him at length to accept it.

The three friends next presented themselves to the

Count and Countess of Sales; where, after disposing

of some indifferent topics, Francis asked his father
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whether lie might be permitted to request a favour,

which, if granted, would prevent the necessity of

ever asking another. The father, imagining that he

wished for some prerogative (on the plea of his mar

riage) which would prejudice the junior members of

the family, expressed this doubt, before undertaking

to make any promise; but Francis assured him

that the request he had to make would, on the con

trary, be beneficial to them, since all he wished was

the consent of his parents to embrace the ecclesias

tical state, seeing that his cousin and the Canon

Roniis had already obtained Bulls whereby the Sove

reign Ponti^ conferred the highest dignity of the

Cathedral upon him, without his having had the

slightest idea of anything of the sort. At this unex

pected proposition the Count almost fainted: on

recovering himself a little he said :
&quot; Who can have

advised you thus, my dear son? I, who have

looked up to you as the support of my old age, and

of the family; and will you think of leaving me?

Sooner or later I must die; you have brothers to

whom you ought then to supply the place of father;

will you abandon them and me too? Where is the

use of having studied jurisprudence if you are to

embrace the ecclesiastical state? Such a project

assuredly requires much time and consideration.

These remarks were interrupted by the sighs and

tears of the worthy father; but Francis replied:
&quot;

It would have been my wish and intention to have

served you to my last breath, and to have assisted

and protected my brothers, if God had not, from my
earliest years, given me a vocation to the Priest

hood. It was for this that I received the tonsure at
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Clermont; I formed the resolution in Paris, and

renewed it at Loreto. I now implore your consent

to the accomplishment of this my desire.&quot; He
mentioned the circumstance which befl-1 him on the

road from Chamhery, when God seemed as it were

to remind him that he was to forsake the sword and

embrace the cross. Seeing him thus calm and

r. solute, the Count was convinced that it would be

useless to oppose his son s project, and could scarcely

speak for sobs and tears; whereupon Lewis inter

posed, and remarked that as children belong more

to God than to their parents, he ought to surrender

this one to the Lord, who plainly shewed that such

was His divine will, and that it was for this purpose
that the Baron had rejected both matrimony and
secular honours, that, if nature murmured, it

must be silenced, and be reduced to the submission

due to God, to faith, and to religion. Keceiving no

answer, for grief choked the father s utterance, he

appealed to the well-known piety of the Count,

saying to him, &quot;What I would you dispute with

God, and oppose His designs ? Where is your faith ?

your religion? your submission to Providence?

Would you expect to be the master? What would

you do if God commanded you, as He did Abraham,
to sacrifice this beloved son with your own hand?
Or what would you do if He cut off all your children

in one night, as He did to Job? Instead of depriv

ing you of all your numerous family, God only asks

you for this one, and will you have the heart to

refuse Him? to refuse Him who gave His only Son
for your salvation?&quot; To this the Count humbly
answered that he well knew whatever he possessed

VOL. I. 7.
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belonged to God more than to himself, He being the

absolute master, and that he no longer dared to

contend with God; nevertheless he thought that if

Francis would but acquiesce in his wishes, he might
be equally pleasing to God, and might contribute to

His glory by living in, and giving good example to

the world. Painful was the interview; but seeing

that Francis and Lewis still urged his consent, he

concluded by saying that both himself and the

Countess of Sales would require a few days for con

sideration, and he therefore begged Francis would

not leave them until they had given him their

answer.

If his father felt such a repugnance to consent,

the feelings of the mother were equally acute; re

tiring to her cabinet, she wept incessantly for some

days; the holy importunity of the son prevailed;

piety at last triumphed over nature, and she resigned

herself to the will of God; having gained her, she in

turn gained her husband. When Francis and Lewis

entered their room to receive a final answer, all

their grief was renewed, insomuch that Lewis was

deeply affected, and wept with them; scarcely had

they power to raise Francis from the ground where

he had thrown himself at their feet, declaring that

he would not stir from thence, until they gave him

their consent and blessing. At last the Count, who

really possessed a noble soul, making an effort, again

reminded Francis that when a priest undertook to

follow the call of God, he ought not to apply him

self to anything contrary to the divine will, and to

the orders he had established in the world, that

elder sons were designed by nature to maintain and
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perpetuate families; that on this account he had

given him an education which would be useless to

him as an ecclesiastic, that in this quality lie would

be unable to assist his brother*, that he had look 1

up to him as to the staff of his old age; and that he

could not without extreme grift relinquish all tin;

hopes he hud I irmed in his regard; he could not

conceive what difficulty he would find in working
out his salvation in the world, in a family so reli

gious as theirs; a family that gloried in fearing and

serving the Lord. It was not, however, their inten

tion to oppose his vocation, if, after due examination

it was judged that God required his services in a

profession which seemed contrary to nature and

humanity. Francis replied in terms of great respect,

saying, that he did not think the ecclesiastical state

would dispense him from discharging those duties

which nature exacted, either towards his father or

the rest of the family, that he would not find him

less submissive to, and dependent upon him; that

he would always find him prepared to advance the

interests of the family ; and he well understood that

no profession ought to sever the ties which bind chil

dren to their parents. God was his witness that it

would be impossible to feel greater affection and

gratitude than he did towards those, to whom,
under God he was indebted for life and education ;

the latter increasing his obligations; and he trusted

that his education would not prove useless to him.

This remark led his father to interrupt him, to

request that he would accept the charge of senator,

conferred on him by his prince; the request seemed

reasonable, because the office was not incompatible
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with the ecclesiastical state; his immediate prede

cessor in the provostship had actually been ap

pointed to it; but the saintly young man again

cast himself at his feet, beseeching him to grant the

favour in toto ; and to consent to his renunciation of

any employment which might divert him from the

functions of a ministry to which God called him.

He again implored his unconditional blessing and

that of his mother, being fully resolved not to arise

till he had obtained it,

Although the Count was extremely dissatisfied

that his son should so pertinaciously refuse an

honour which was by no means inconsistent with

his holy project, he was deeply affected; he and the

Countess simultaneously assisted him to rise, when

tenderly embracing him, he said: &quot;Fulfil, my dear

son, that which the Lord inspires ; it is hard to kick

against the goad. May the Lord, who as you say

calls you to the priesthood, bless you a thousand

times, as I on His part give you my blessing. May
He be your recompense in heaven, as He Himself

will be your portion and your inheritance on earth.&quot;

Francis received his mother s blessing at the same

time, and he, taking advantage of his father s last

words, expressed his wish to renounce his rights of

primogeniture in favour of his brother Lewis, a

youth of great virtue, and whom he tenderly loved
;

but his parents were inflexible on this point, and

would on no account consent. They insisted on his

retaining all his rights, which he did to the end of

his life.

Amidst all the tears of his friends, it would be

difficult to describe the delight of Francis. Turn-
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ing to God, he repeatedly exclaimed: &quot; Thou h

loosened my bands, Lord; therefore will I offer

Thee the sacrifice of praise. Blessed be God, for

now do I possess what I have so long desired: no

thing now will be able to withdraw me from Thy
adorable hand.&quot;

I would here admonish those parents who oppose

the vocation of their children to reflect on the

virtue of the lord and lady of Sales ; who, from the

mere sense of religion, offered one of such high

expectations, whose education had cost so much,
and in whom they had centered their affections.

In this, they most certainly sacrificed the interest

of their own family to that of the Church, and

deprived their own house of the column which they
thus gave to the house of God. They owned t:

upon political principles, children are born more for

the state than for their parents; surely, then, ac

cording to the principles of religion, so much more

noble than nationality, they are born more for the

Church than for the state ; consequently, nature

ought to yield to grace. God well rewarded them

for their sacrifice. Francis was the prop and glory

of his family, and the consolation of his parents, and

from being their son by nature, he became their

spiritual father, ever promoting their greater sancti-

fication. Thus were they amply remunerated by

God, for what at first they considered a loss; and if

they did not see him a rich man, at least they had

the gratification of seeing him revered by princes,

and applauded by the people as a Saint.
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BOOK II.

CHAPTER I.

HIS ORDINATION. HIS FIRST SEi:.M- &amp;gt;N -, AND

THEIi: IKl ir.

BIRDS do not rejoice more when they escape from

the net of the fowler, than did the young Baron,

when, having obtained the desired consent of his

parents, he saw himself disengaged from the world.

We may say that now his wi&amp;gt;hes were fully accom

plished, for, seeking nothing but God, he found all

things in Him, and possessing Him, he cared for

nothing else. On assuming the livery of a profes

sion, of which he already possessed the virtues

ornamenting his s&amp;lt; ul and the learning which en

riched his mind, he likewise put on the new man,

and received the spirit of his vocation. AVould to

God that the door of the sanctuary were never opened

but to such as are similarly endowed. Although
the number would be smaller, the profit would be

greater to the Church, which is often injured by the

abundance, as it is aided by the quality, of those who

serve her, a few chosen subjects being most advan

tageous; whereas their multiplicity does not always

increase either her glory or her joy.

Private Use Only



106 S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

The Countess having taken care to provide all

that was necessary for Francis, he was able that

very day to assume a dress different from that of

worldlings, to his own extreme satisfaction; and

being resolved thenceforward to attend to nothing
but the service of God, and the extension of His

kingdom, he set out the next day for Annecy, in

company with Lewis of Sales, there to take possession

of the provostship of Geneva. When travelling

along, Lewis observed that Francis was weeping,

and enquired whether his tears sprung from regret

of the state he had embraced? Francis replied,
&quot; On

the contrary, this choice fills my heart with joy;

but I cannot reflect on the anguish I have occasioned

my parents without feeling much affected.&quot; Let it

not be supposed that his sacrifice was less acceptable

to God, though watered with the tears of natural

and lawful affection. Lewis did not reprove this

sensibility, and owned that he had more than once

been inclined to desist from seconding the views of

Francis, in order to spare the grief of his worthy

parents; and that he had only been deterred by
the fortitude and constancy evinced by the young
Baron.

On their arrival at Annecy, Lewis assembled the

Chapter of the Cathedral, and presented the Bulls

of the Sovereign Pontiff, bearing date 7th March,
1593. After giving proofs of nobility and learning,

Francis was put in possession of the provostship on

the twelfth of May, which that year fell on the

vigil of the Ascension. Eespect for his virtue and

family procured him great honour. Music and a

vast concourse of people rendered the ceremony
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more striking than usual. He concluded it by

delivering a discourse overflowing with humility,

telling his audience that of the many things -which

rendered his voyage through the sea of this life

dangerous, he believed one of the chief to be that

of having been (through the benignity of the

supreme pontiff) elected provost of the Cathedral of

Geneva. It seemed dangerous to him that a man

without experience, who as yet had not distinguished

himself in the warfare of the Church, should possess

a provostship at first starting; it was an irregularity

that a man should be made the first before he had

been the last, and that a great dignity should be

awarded to great indignity; it was like a carbuncle

in mud; well did he remember the expression of

the abbot of Clairvaux,
&quot; Woe to him who is pro

fessed before he is yet a novice!&quot; And the words of

David,
&quot; In vain ye rise before the light; rise not

till ye have rested, ye that eat the bread of

sorrow.&quot; According to the spirit which vivifies

these words may be applied to those who would rise

up to rule before they have sat down to learn,

though according to the letter, they are differently

interpreted; he then continued in these words:
&quot; Immature fruits are out of season, and spoil and

perish; hence I have reproached myself, and in

confusion have said to God, I have heard Thy hear

ing, O Lord, and I feared. But your presence here

to-day, my Fathers, dispels my fear, and greatly

increases the confidence which I ought to have in

the Lord. Yes, your presence so completely reas

sures me that I can scarcely say which is the greater,

my present happiness, or my past fear, for I now
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realize those words of the Psalmist,
&quot; Serve ye the

Lord with fear, and exult in Him Avith
trembling;&quot;

the exultation corresponding with my happiness, and

the trembling with my anxiety. The thought of

being your provost made me anxious, whereas I now
see that I feared where there was no cause for fear.

He would have reason to fear, who was placed over

persons who would not be restrained by duty,
whereas I am the provost of those who have all the

virtues to be sought for in prelates. What then

have I to fear? I need not distress myself on

account of my youth, my ignorance, or my spiritual

weakness, because I shall have no occasion to admon

ish, to instruct, or to correct, unless it were that I

thought of teaching Minerva, preaching to Bernard,
or as the proverb says, speaking Latin before the

friars minor. They need no master, who have

nothing more to learn; and any sailor may act as

helmsman whilst the wind is fair. It is most true

that hitherto your provosts have been distinguished

for learning and authority ; hence you might justly
tell me with the poet that it is rash to enter here;

you might indeed say this; nevertheless, for your
consolation and mine, O my fathers, I beseech you
to remember that God usually chooses the weak

things of this world to confound the strong, and per

fects His praises in the mouths of infants, in order

that to Him alone may be given the glory of all

good, which proceeds from Him, and which is due

to Him alone.&quot;

This discourse was received with universal ap

plause, every one predicting that he would become

a first-rate preacher, would be the pearl of the

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



S. FRANCIS DE SALES. 100

priesthood, and the honour of the Church of Geneva.

But there was no one in the city (where the family

of v was much respected) who more sincerely

on this occasion than the good bishop of

Geneva. He at once looked upon him as hi- .-a-

sor, considering him as best calculated by his sanctity

to augment the lustre of the Church, as well as to

render much advantage and honour to the diocese,

lie insisted on conferring on him the minor orders

at once, and on the Saturday of tin- next Pentecost

week, he made him sub-deacon. The humble and

obedient provost would gladly have adhered to the

regular intervals prescribed by the sacred canons;

but the bishop would not agree to this : being well

acquainted with the purity of his heart, and the

extent of his learning, he judged that these, together
with the diocesan need of zealous work IK rmed

a just motive for a dispensation. After stating his

own desires, Francis did not venture to oppose the

will of a prelate whom he so highly respected. His

lordship moreover desired him to prepare a sermon

for the festival of Corpus Christi, as he wished to

hear him preach. The holy provost endeavoured to

excuse himself on the plea of incompetency, and

concluded by saying that it belonged only to the

diaconate to preach the Gospel in public; he there

fore besought him not to impose on him a charge so

far beyond his powers; but his objections were not

admitted; the bishop telling him that he could

grant a dispensation for this too; he was therefore

obliged to submit. Francis bowing his head said,

that obedience was better than sacrifice, and that at

his bidding, he would cast forth his net; but that if
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he did not succeed in his enterprize, his lordship s

command would be the cause of it. How well he

succeeded in the management of his net, in imitation

of the apostle St. Peter; the sequel of our history

will shew.

Whilst he was preparing his sermon, Father

Fodere, a famous Franciscan preacher, unexpect

edly arrived at Annecy. The bishop was anxious

to hear him, but as his sojourn at Annecy was

to be but short, Corpus Christi was the only day

when a sermon could well be given, and as he

understood that it had already been appropriated to

Francis, he felt some difficulty on the point. Fran

cis not only yielded, but, perceiving the reluctance

of the other, he entreated him most humbly and

earnestly to consent; thus did humility, for that

day, close his mouth, which nothing but obedience

would have opened. His sermon was consequently

deferred until the octave day, which that year fell

on the festival of St. John Baptist. It was a stroke

of Providence that our Saint should begin to preach

on the day when the first preacher of the new law

began to live. Whilst waiting for the hour of

preaching, as the bell was ringing to give notice

and collect the people, Francis was suddenly seized

with a fever, which obliged him to throw himself

upon his bed. It is doubtful whether this was the

effect of natural timidity, usual to a first great

trial, or a stratagem of the devil who foresaw how

much he should lose through Francis. Eaising his

eyes to the holy mount, whence alone he looked for

aid, he felt his heart replenished with a sweetness;

which completely invigorated him ; rising, therefore,
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he went and preached, arranging his discourse with

equal eloquence and unction; he began it in such

fine order, and finished it with so fervent a pnr
as to draw tears from the whole audience. Having
introduced a few sentences of contro he handled

them so well, that three influential Calvinists who

were present, were so far convinced, that they &amp;lt;.

thenceforth to deride our holy mysteries, and soon

afterwards, being more fully instructed by our Saint,

they were converted, although one of them was ex

tremely obstinate in his errors, of which we shall

have occasion to speak later. Such was the result

of his first discourse, in which, if there was some

mixture of human learning, it was qualified with the

wisdom of the Gospel, insomuch that the power of

the cross was not lessened. From this first sermon,

we may guess the result of several others, which lie

made by order of the bishop. When the sermon

was ended, the bishop (his eyes still moist with

tears) turned to the canons and the principal citizens,

and said:
&quot;

Well, what do you say of my son? Has

he not admirably spoken of admirable things? He
is truly a new apostle, powerful in work and word;

God gives him to us to teach the people the science

of salvation, unto the remission of sins.&quot; Great was

the applause and praise bestowed on him and his

family. There were some ladies who applied to his

mother there present, together with the Count of

Sales, the eulogium heretofore conferred on our

Blessed Lady,
&quot; Blessed is the womb that bare such

a man, and the breasts which nourished him.&quot;

The bishop congratulated the Saint s father on

the possession of a son so well endowed, adding that
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he had all the qualifications requisite for success in

this branch of the ministry ; and in effect, his aspect

was grave and modest, his voice pleasing and son

orous, his action lively and animated, yet free from

stiffness and affectation. He paid attention to elo

quence, especially at first, saying that as the

heretics used it as one of their most powerful

weapons, he too ought to make it available to the

cause of truth. But the power of his sermons pro

ceeded more from the inward unction of his own

heart, penetrated as it was by a deep sense of the

gospel truths. He gave of his own fulness, having

made himself the disciple of Christ before he became

a teacher of men. He prepared himself by medita

tion at the foot of the crucifix, more than by the

study of books; convinced that if a preacher hoped

to produce much fruit, he must be a man of prayer,

and practise what he taught. He always bore in

mind the commendation bestowed by Christ on his

precursor; &quot;he was a bright and shining light,

inferring therefrom that if we would give light to

others, we must first burn with the fire of charity

ourselves.

He never wasted a moment of his time, well

knowing that a Christian has nothing more precious,

since it is given as the purchase of eternity. He
was always either meditating, praying, studying,

visiting the sick, reconciling enemies, or composing

discords ;
for which his knowledge of law, as well as

his invincible meekness so well qualified him.

Wholly immersed in God, he chanted in the choir

with the recollection of a seraph, and walked about the

streets with the modesty of an angel, to the great edi-
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fication of all who behold him, nor did he neglect any
:-cise of Christian charity which IV 11 in his \vav.

In September he was made deacon, having already

founded the confraternity of tin- Illy ;
and as

j &amp;gt; mber approached, when he was to receive the

priesthood, lie entirely interrupted his studies :r

all other application, how holy soever it might be,

to prepare himself for this gr .-nt, wlien he

hoped to re the spirit. a&amp;lt; well as the order of

priesthood.

If the holy provost had listened to all that his

humility suggested, never would behave presented

himself before the Bishop to be ordained
j.

though, indeed, we may say of him what St. Greg 1

Nnzianzen writes of St. Basil, &quot;that 1. a priest

before he r i orders,&quot; of which he had formed a

sublime idea drawn from the works of the fathers,

who treat on the sacerdotal dignity. Moreover, God

had given him such clear light upon its excellence,

as to have inspired him with a holy awe of it; inso

much that he never would have dared to approach

the altar if his prelate had not desired it; but this

second Samuel obeyed the voice which called him,

his humility yielding to obedience; he devoted him

self exclusively to the spiritual exercises, by way of

disposing himself to receive the grace of the Sacrament,

and whereas he had hitherto spent some hours every

day in the study of controversial theology, he now

changed his plan, applying himself solely to that of

theology which is acquired by prayer and meditation

on Holy Scripture, of which the Holy Ghost is the

master. He well knew that when the mind searches

the grandeurs of God by means of scholastic subtle-

Vot I.-8.
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ties, it is apt to stray from His love, whilst, on the

contrary, true wisdom and the holy fear, of God are

acquired by the practice of Christian virtue and

perpetual meditation on His laws. He was far more

anxious to be a holy than a learned man, for little

will it profit us to have the mind enlightened by the

truth, if the heart be not inflamed with divine love ;

hence he studied to advance in the knowledge of

God as the saints did, namely, by prayer. Knowing
too that God is purity itself, prayer taught him that

only they desire to see Him who are pure of heart,

he studied therefore to purify his by the practice of

virtues, which disposed him to receive light from on

high, and that interior unction which is the best of

teachers.

By means of the spiritual exercises, the holy man

brought such excellent dispositions, that, together

with holy orders, he received the plenitude of that

spirit peculiar to the priesthood, and which gives

strength and vigour to pastors. He was ordained

in the ember days of December by his bishop, whose

tears testified the devotion and consolation with

which he impressed his hands on the head of Francis ;

as for him, he seemed wholly absorbed in God, as

may be inferred from his well known high idea of

the priesthood.
&quot; To be a

priest,&quot;
said he,

&quot;

is a

great thing; it is a name signifying as much as king,

and is a title equivalent in many respects to sove

reignty; the quality of angel does not deserve so

much respect; how necessary is it then for me to

consider and prove myself attentively, having to

consecrate the Body and Blood of the Son of God, in

order that I may not read my condemnation at the
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bottom of the dial I am astonished at the,

assurance with which I approach the h.-lv altar, to

which so many most holy men did not to

approach. It is so sublime a dignity that the very

angels do not contemplate it without admiring its

value and excellence.&quot;

It was in the-e di :,nis that he sang his fir&amp;gt;t

mass on the festival of St. Thomas the
Ap&amp;lt;

parents and avast concourse of people being piv&amp;gt;eiit.

After vespers he delivered a fervent discourse on the

subject of his sacrifice, when the Senator Fab.-r, who
was there, admired the erudition of the Saint more
than ever.

1; Meeting that he was now a priest, he said that

(. .d had elected and separated him from tl. !d,

in order that he might lead souls to virtue by 1

\v .rds and example; that a priest ought to be

invincible and indefatigable in his labours as h

irreprehensible in manners, and that his soul should

be filled with sanctity, even to overflowing, that it

mightbeoutwardly teen; and as the common people are

usually swayed by the conduct of the priest, his very
pect ought to inspire virtue and confound vice. In

conformity with the.&amp;gt;e sentiments, the Saint combined
the lustre of action with the glory of dignity; hence
he was as much respected by men for his

sanctity,
he was pleading to God for his merits. Approach

ing the mount of the Lord, the holy altar, with pure
heart and innocent hands, he received the most

copious blessings. As he celebrated mass, his beam

ing eyes and countenance indicated the ilaines which
were kindled in his heart, and so perfectly purified it

from the idea of created things, that lie was able
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confidentially to own to the Baroness de Chantal,

that whenever he approached the holy altar, he

felt himself, as it were, despoiled of all earthly

obj ects.

CHAPTER II.

FOUNDS THE CONGREGATION OF THE HOLY CROSS.

REVIVING the errors of the iconoclasts, the impious

Calvin condemned the veneration of the cross and of

holy images ;
Francis resolved to institute a confra

ternity, whose chief object should be to honour

them.

Whilst he was yet but a subdeacon, he took coun

sel of his canons, and gave a beginning to this con

fraternity of penitents, giving them a black habit

and excellent rules, which were approved by the

Bishop ;
the following are the chief:

1. They were to be called of the Confraternity of

the Holy Cross, this being the standard under which

Catholicity sustains itself, by which the devil is

overcome, temptations are subdued, and infidels are

defeated.

2. He would have it styled of the Conception of

the Blessed Virgin ;
as it is Mary, conceived without

sin, who affords succour to the miserable, gives cou

rage to the pusillanimous, prays for the people and

for the clergy, intercedes for the devout female sex,

represses the audacity of heretics, and protects the

good from all evils.

3. He would also have it bear the names of SS.
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I .-ter and Paul, the glorious princes of the earth,

one of whom was Christ^ rioar, and the other, the

doctor of the Gentiles: th. foundation-

Stone of the Church, whose faith shall never fail;

the other was a vessel of elect ton, destined to cany

the name of Jesus In-fore kings; whilst both, by

their gin-ions martyrdom, have illu 1 tiie Holy

K Milan Catholic Church, the mother and mi of

all other Churches; he h.id Hkev, bet motive,

namely, the fact of their being the titular patrons of

the Church of Geneva, which they preserved
fr

heresy up to the year 1

&quot;

-on the It-

lesice, and interest of the people drove away their

prince-bishop,
the d and religion. 10 fchtt i

many years this city had been the mistress of error,

the sink of impiety, and the originator of the trou

bles, rebellions, war, and desolation which have in

undated the neighbouring states. Now the Saint

hoped, by invoking the saving sign of the cross, and

the suffrages of the Immaculate Mary, and of the

holy apostles,
and by turning themselves to the Lord

of mercy, practising good works, and the like, that

God would yield to their prayers, (overcome by their

holy importunity,) and would free them from the

incursions of heretics and soldiers, that war, famine,

sickness, and other dangers would cease, and that

the enemies of God and man being confined within

the precincts of Geneva, the holy Catholic religion

would reflourish, and the Catholics be reinstated in

the churches from which they had been driven,

reduced as it were to the state of pilgrims and

strangers in other cities, and using borrowed

churches. The congregation was to observe four
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chief festivals
; the Invention and Exaltation of the

Holy Cross, the Immaculate Conception of our

Blessed Lady, and of the holy apostles, June 29th.

Moreover, on the second Sunday of each month, the

Blessed Sacrament was to be exposed in their ora

tory, two of the brethren always remaining in ado

ration before It.

The members were obliged to confession and com

munion once a month, besides the four festivals

above named: thrice a day they were to salute our

Blessed Lady on their knees, with head uncovered.

He exhorted them daily to recite five Paters and

Aves, to accompany the procession of the Blessed

Sacrament, to visit the sick, and the prisoners, to

follow the dead to the grave, (in whose behalf cer

tain suffrages were appointed,) and finally he pre

scribed rules with regard to the admission of mem

bers, and the election of officers, whose duties he

specified, exhorting them to use their best endea

vours to prevent litigation and discord, upon the

same plan as the confraternity of the Crocifisso,

established in the church of St. Marcellus at Eome.

The members wore a black cloth dress, with the

rosary appended to their girdle; to the sisterhood,

he prescribed a white habit, plain and devoid of

vanity. Above all things he recommended them to

assist at the Church offices, and the instructions

given at their parish churches; the Saint not ap

proving that private devotions should withdraw the

faithful from those churches, where by baptism they

received new birth in Jesus Christ, nor would he

on any account allow them to refrain from attending

to the voice of their own pastors.
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Amongst those who were enrolled in this Confra

ternity,
v,c find the names of several canons of the

hrdral, as well as of the most distin-ui&amp;gt;h.-.l per

sons of the city. At the first eleetion of the officers,

Franeis, who was the founder, was also unanimously

nominated the tirst prior of the c at ion.

On the following festival of the Kxalfation of

the Holy Cross, the Confratern; an to ofli&amp;lt;-i:

in the eliurch of St. John, belonging to the Knights

of Malta, the commander privini: his consent at the

- int a request, who preferred it, ! it. was but

little frequented, and because it was convenient

the inhabitants. The
Bi&amp;gt;h&amp;lt;&amp;gt;p

honoured tin- function

with his p: &amp;gt;; nothing was pared that could

render the ceremony imposing and ible, which

concluded in the evening with Benediction, pivn

bv the good prelate himself. On-- advantage

arising from this institution, wa&amp;lt; the check which it

gave to dissensions and enmities, which for many

years had reigned in Annecy, Francis applying him

self to the reconciliation of enemies by means of that

saving word which reconciles us all to God.

The high reputation of the Confraternity of the

Holy Cross soon spread through the neighbouring

country, and the city of Chambery entreated our

int to go and introduce it there; he consented t .

this, and sent the constitutions to be considered and

approved. For the closer union of the two congre

gations, he desired that both should meet him at

Aix, a small town between Annecy and Chambery,

on the Tuesday of the following Pentecost week, of

the year 1594. It was not only his intention to

confirm the union between these two members of
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one and the same body, but likewise to render solemn

adoration to a portion of the true cross, which is

kept there with great veneration. The Senator

Faber wrote from Chambery to the Saint, enquiring

what the brethren were to do; he returned the fol

lowing answer: &quot; God be praised by you all, because

the faith is now announced in every place. We will

undertake the pilgrimage to Aix as you request,

and as we have agreed, on the third day of Pentecost,

in the same manner as you saw us here; we will sing

the same litanies of the Holy Cross; we will go

bare-footed, because we deem the halting-place to be

holy, as being enriched with some of the precious

wood on which our Lord was beheld by our fore

fathers, burning with still more ardent charity than

in the bush which Moses saw. We will not, how

ever, perform the whole journey thus, a few leagues

will suffice, and this for divers good reasons. As it

will be necessary to take some refection, we will

all together repair to an inn, where we may partake

of a modest frugal repast, taking care that the

meal be seasoned with spiritual reading, which will

prevent all profane discourse from mingling with

our pious pilgrimage. I cannot precisely specify the

hour of our arrival, because, as many intend to join

us, even contrary to our wish, especially some ladies

whom we have already admitted to communion, and

other devotional exercises, we fear we may not

arrive until late. We hope, however, to arrive

at about ten or eleven o clock, intending to hear mass
* o

at Aix before mid-day. It will be well that you
should be ready there to meet us because you are

fewer in number, and are at a less distance. Our
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fraternization cannot be otherwise th:m MIK-&amp;gt; it

\vill be cemented in pre-i-nee of that wood which

fil ected a reconciliation between the i:nmrtal in

habitants of heaven, and tin* mortal dwellers upon

ih. Nor ought we to ovrri&amp;lt;&amp;gt;k : u-

&amp;lt;-nee of your brinir made aware of our intended

pilgrimage the very day that we had d-eided upon

it; and hence, by Divine permission, whilst contem

plating the same cross, let us have the same senti

ments. May God be pr ! I send you the rn

and constitutions of our Confraternity, in whieh, it

cireumstanees of place should require any alteration,

ii can make it; it is sufficient that we &amp;gt;h&amp;gt;uld all

have one perpetual law, namely, that of ever being

worthy of the glorious title of sons of God, and that

we endeavour to be truly such. Conduct yours

always well, my dear and mueh-v;ilued brother, and

then the most Holy Crucified will be propitious to

you. We salute you all, and with you, all the chil

dren of the Holy Cross, hoping to see, and convi :

with you before long, that so our joy in the Lord

may be full.&quot;

On the appointed morning Francis celebrated mass

in the oratory at a very early hour, after which the

procession was immediately formed ; they lunched at

Arbe, and then resuming their walk, reached Aix

at ten o clock. They were met outside the town by
the confraternity of Chambery, and after the usual

interchange of courtesy, repaired ail together to the

church, where one of the Canons sang mass, and

presented the relic of the holy cross to all the

brotherhood to be kissed. After hearing a fine ser

mon, delivered by Father Cherubin, the Capuchin,
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the two brotherhoods made their compact of perpe

tual confederation and union, electing for their com

mon father, Francis the provost of Geneva. On the

following morning they all confessed and communi

cated, after which they set out on their return ;
but

Francis was obliged to condescend to the wishes of

the Baron of Cusi, who entreated that the procession

might halt at his castle, which lay in the road. On

arriving there, whilst a repast was in preparation,

they all descended the hill into a little shrubbery,

where they engraved a cross and the name of their

patron saint, on the bark of the trees. After spend

ing some time in prayer here, Francis stood up, and,

anxious to inspire the desire of bearing crosses

calmly, he thus accosted the pious troop: &quot;Behold,

here we are in shady places and in the valley of

death ! let us forsake these caves and ascend to the

mountain of the Lord: it was to the mountain that

He carried His cross, to be ignominiously fastened

on it for our redemption. It becomes us to foliow

His steps, since He has declared those to be unwor

thy of Him, who do not carry their cross and follow

Him. let each one of us therefore take up our

cross and follow Christ to Calvary, at least by

contemplation.&quot; Whereupon he (and the rest in

imitation of him), picking up the wood which

lay scattered on the ground, made crosses of

it, with which, loading their shoulders, they climbed

the hill in silence, and returned to the castle.

Here they found a magnificent supper prepared for

them, and Francis told the Baron, that whereas they

expected to reach Mount Calvary, they had, on the
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contrary, found M&amp;lt;&amp;gt;unt Timber. That it was pre-

ciselv through many tribulations they mu-t, enter

the kingdom of heaven,
j
that it behoved Chri&amp;gt;t

Himself to suffer, before He entered into His irlry.

During supper, they &amp;lt;li&amp;gt;c&amp;lt;.ur-&amp;gt;d of th&amp;lt;- 1 .ii . i

which awaited them in n. Tlu I :.rn was

highly gratified, and boasted that, like Abraham,

had on that day entertained an- At the

conclusion of the repa-t, th th.-ir
j

&amp;gt;uni-

I tli -ir or i ull of good pur

living thenceforth more liolily.

The reputation of the saintly Prov

daily inc- !, and at .

sov 0. C har nanuel, Duke of Savoy, v

most an\i Ui&amp;lt; to pr-in^t
- men of learning and virtue,

and consid the a (vantage which would accrue

to the public, if Francis \v^;ild but apply himself to

the admin: &amp;gt;n of justice, he made another

attempt to induce him to accept the senatorial d

nity, which he had before offered; thus testifying

the high esteem in which he held his worth. His

relatives and friends earnestly pressed his accep

tance of an honour, which most others would gladly

purchase at a dear rate. Faber, more than all the

rest, used all his influence; he wrote, he entreated, he

remonstrated, but all in vain. He expatiated on

his ardent wish of living with him; and as he could

not possibly forsake his wife and station to make

himself a canon at Annecy, he besought Francis to

retain the provost-ship like his predecessor, and go
and reside at Chambery; he explained how he

would then be able to serve our Lord more effec

tively than in a private station, by his rectitude in
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checking injustice, defending the interests of the

poor, protecting widows and orphans, the precious

objects of his solicitude; whilst these duties would

in no degree interrupt his exercises of piety and

religion ; reminding him that his rank, learning, and

virtue would ensure him such authority in the

senate, that he would easily be able to protect the

innocent and repress the vicious. The humble ser

vant of God stood firm in his refusal; expressed

himself in such terms of gratitude to his sovereign,

as to increase the high esteem in which he was already

held, and replied to those who were most urgent in

their solicitations upon the subject, that since God

had called him to serve His Church, he ought not to

engage himself in aught that would divert him from

this first obligation, and that whoever thought hisO f O

state and ministry did not furnish him with full

occupation, did but imperfectly comprehend how

much charity might amplify it. Although he felt,

as he said, that our Lord had given him sincerity

arid integrity enough to guard him against positive

injustice; he by 110 means felt equally secure against

the surprises of inadvertence, so inseparable from a

post like the one now offered to him; that it was

always dangerous to have to give judgment either

with regard to the property or the honour of others;

that our Saviour Himself refused a definitive sen

tence upon the differences between the two brothers,

to serve as an example to those who profess the

ecclesiastical state; that to keep himself at a distance

from contests and litigation, would be safer and more

in conformity with his state, in which he hoped to

persevere until death; that he felt unwilling to
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occupy a post &quot;which ini;_
r ut be much better filled by

another; that it was not well to mix up sacred with

profane things; jurisprudence, tlnmirh holy, would

engage him too much in secular affairs; and it was

an axiom of the apostle, that they \vho fight under

the banner of the Lord, ought not to embroil them

selves in w&amp;lt;&amp;gt;rldlv business. Feelin-J. a&amp;lt; lie did, quite

averse to everything of the sort, he had made up
his mind to announce the divine word to the peo

ple; and us he could not divide himself, his senat

rial patent could be of no other use than to add to

th&quot; papers of some archive.

His parents imagined that Francis would not per-

t in his refusal, and fluttered them-elves that he

would yield as soon as his first ebullition of fervour

had passed off, especially as the magistracy was not

considered incompatible with the clerical pr -u;

and numerous instances proved that the two could

be combine 1 without detriment to the soul. They,

moreover, thought that deference to the opinions of

so many great men would over-rule his own inclina

tions; but seeing him so resolute in his refusal, the

Count of Sales declared that he knew not what his

son could be thinking of, nor what to think of him.

But the ways of the Lord in the guidance of II is

elect, are not always the same, and though He may
call some few to the discharge of such functions, He
withdraws the greater number from them, inspiring
them with a holy horror of such employments, as

being opposed to peace of soul, and that solitude

of heart so dear to the saints.
G&amp;lt;td, moreover, had

designs on Francis, wholly incompatible with such a

post, intending that he should be a man altogether
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addicted to His service, whose sole affair should be

to labour for His glory and the salvation of souls.

In fact, scarcely was he admitted to holy Orders,

before he began to cast the seed of the divine word

through the adjacent villages so much in need of help

and instruction, as they had been overlooked on ac

count of their poverty and roughness. As soon as he

was made priest, he applied himself to this with great

fervour, shunning whatever could draw applause

upon himself; he seldom preached in the city, giving

the preference to country places, that he might
instruct the rustics who adored God without know

ing Him; conversing with the ignorant and simple,

in imitation of Jesus Christ; and finding them

better disposed to receive the light of the Gospel,

as being, generally speaking, devoid of ambition,

self-interest, and passion, which rule in concert with

blindness of intellect, and hardness of heart.

He might have availed himself of the liberty

allowed by St. Paul, of accepting necessary sustenance

from those to whom he so abundantly imparted spiri

tual riches ; but, preferring the example of the apostle

to his permission, not only did he maintain himself,

but also distributed his own property amongst the

poor, and solicited still more from the charity of his

friends. His disinterestedness gave credit to his

ministry ;
for he well knew that avarice lowers the

clergy in the opinion of the people, who, if subjected

to harsh exactions or imperious domination by their

priests, lose all esteem for, and confidence in them ;

two things absolutely necessary, if they would lead

the people to the practice of Christian virtue, to

which, unfortunately, they have a strong repugnance.
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When esteem is lost, contempt and even odium

often I -Uow towards those whose duty it is to

announce the word of God.

IUit it was not lu&amp;lt; disinterestedness alone which

acquired and maintained the
I

\vhich the poor

entertained for oar Saint; his unalterable meekness

contributed much towards this good t He

looked upon them all with a lather s eye, and li\

amoM jM them as it&quot; they were his children, lov;

them all tenderly in Chi He sympathised in

their trials, o&amp;gt;mpas&amp;gt;i.
mated their m B,

and with

his usual tact, made himself all to all, that he might

gain all to Christ. In a short time piety reilor-

ished around Annecy, even in those places wh

in tercourse with heresy had all. but introdiK

atheism.

Whilst he was thus toiling in behalf of the

vi . he did not however entirely forsake the

city ;
he went there to visit the sick and the prisons,

to put an end to law suits, to appease quarrels, u

to extinguish hatred and animosity. Our Lord

gave His blessing to the labours of the Saint. There

was no heart so obdurate as to resist his winning

gentleness and charitable persuasions, by means of

which he gained universal Lfod-will. Being ap

pointed to hear confessions, he chose an inconvenient

post close to the Church door, and here he took his

seat at dawn of day, remaining until mid-day; as

willingly receiving the poor, the ragged, and the

rough, as if they were the highest personages of the

land ;
and he used to say, that he gave them the

preference, because they were often slighted by
other confessors. It is said that he used to lend his
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own handkerchief to his poor penitents when they

had nothing wherewith to wipe away their tears.

Amongst his penitents, was a blind old woman.

As soon as he saw her enter the Church, he rose

from his confessional to go and guide her to a seat ;

and not unfrequently did he lead her the whole

distance from her house to the Church : he. had a

great affection for this old lady, and used often to

say that he wished his conscience was as pure as

hers, even at the price of his eye-sight. He had

another poor paralysed cripple for his penitent,

whom he used to take great pains with, in order to

place him comfortably and suitably to the respect

due to the sacred tribunal.

Whilst the Saint was thus attending to his peni

tents with his usual patience and admirable charity,

the devil was laying a snare for him, even in the

holy place. A very beautiful woman conceived a

criminal passion for Francis, and as his reserve left

her no other means of accosting him, she determined

to assail him even in that tribunal where he held the

place of Jesus Christ. After a rambling sort of

preface, interspersed with sighs and groans, which

puzzled the holy man as to what was still to come,

she declared how violently she loved him, and

desired to awaken a corresponding sentiment in him.

She concluded by entreating him to have compas

sion on her. The holy man, whose purity had

already so often been put to the trial, suspected

that this woman was possessed; or at least that she

was violently tempted by the devil; he therefore

repeatedly made the sign of the cross on her

head, exorcising her in a low tone, and trying to
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bring her back to her senses, he ropiv^ntr.l the

terror of the divine judgments, and the eternity of

torment to which she would be condemned if she

consented to such a temptation, lint the impious

woman, finding h 1, threw h-r&amp;gt;-lf into a

fury, as usually happens on such occasions, and

began to cry out against him, calling him an

insulting, filthy wretch. Francis wholly unmov

ed, told her with his accustomed meekness that

it was her soul which must be loath&amp;lt;om-- in the

pi-jht of God; that it indeed required compassion,

and he therefore admonished her of her mi

advising her to repent and be convert. .-d i Lord.

She per . however, in her ra _ ,
to the givat

scandal of the by-standers, who at length d ier

out of the church; and not daring to make

appearance again, she quitted the city, leaving

another palm of victory in the hand of our Saint.

CHAPTER III.

CALUMNIES AGAINST THE SAINT.

HE had to undergo another assault about the

same time; an assault which might have disturbed

a heart less solidly grounded in Christian virtue.

Almighty God frequently permits the just to be

assailed by envy, to which calumny succeeds, and

this, to exercise and prove their constancy in the

good cause, as well as to teach them that they

cannot be acceptable to Him, unless they add suf

ferings to their good works.

VOL. I. 9.
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Some malevolent individuals, unable to endure

the light of such a sun, instigated by private

envy and jealousy, told the bishop that the provost

was continually censuring his conduct, and severely

criticising certain affairs dependant upon him. The

good prelate allowed himself to be imposed on by
these statements, so artfully concocted as to bear

the impress of truth. He began to doubt, and even

to regret having treated Francis as if he was his own

son, and for having looked upon him as the first and

best member of his clergy. It would be difficult to

describe how keenly the heart of Francis felt this

stroke; he had received many favours from, and

held himself under many obligations to his bishop,

whose virtues he respected and revered. He was

therefore much afflicted at perceiving how completely

changed in his regard was the manner of the pre

late ;
the more so as he was quite unable to account

for the change. On the one side, the good old man

could not make known the impressions he had

received without detriment to his reputation, whilst

on the other side, the Saint was fully resolved to

commit the affair, and the care of his own innocence

to divine Providence, without interrupting any of

the functions which he had undertaken for the

glory of God and the salvation of souls. Time at

last undeceived the bishop; God so ordaining that

the calumny should become evident; for unable to

conceal his suspicions, he took Francis aside, and

unburthened his heart to him. The sincerity of

the servant of God soon cleared up the mistake,

exposing the artifice and malice of the calumny.

Pie found it more difficult to obtain pardon for the
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calumniators, whom the bishop was determined to

piini&. rely, if Francis had not prostrated at his

feet, and excused his adversaries by saying that

their reports proceeded from false zeal rather than

Ir &amp;gt;m envy. From thenceforward the friendship of

these two for each other became stronger than ever;

our Lord availing Himself of the good understand

ing which existed between them, for the success of

affairs referring to His glory; of affairs undertaken

under the auspices of the bishop, and effected by
the efforts of the Saint.

Two students of Annecy, lately returned from

Louvain, were anxious to sustain theological theses,

in order to shew their own people how much learn

ing they had acquired in that famous university;

and they requested the provost of Sales to act as

president on the occasion; but the humble Francis

excused himself, alleging that there would be an

impropriety in him, who had not taken his degrees,

if he were to assume such an office, whilst there

were so many learned graduates in the city, well

versed in theology. However, as they persisted in

the request, he was compelled to acquiesce. He

displayed such stores of erudition on the occasion,

so clearly dissected the argument, and gave his

replies in such subtle and appropriate terms, that he

acquired the reputation of being one of the most

learned, as he already was looked upon as one of

the most virtuous men of his age; hence it was

publicly said that there would be temerity ia

attempting to rival him in any species of learning.

In proof of this, some time later, his friends would

have him offer himself as a competitor for the curacy
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of Petit Bornand. When this became known, no

one ventured to compete with him; all the other

pretendants withdrew as soon as the secretary read

out the name of the provost of Sales. The bishop,

who had advised the step, seeing him left alone,

instead of examining him, bade him deliver a dis

course in Latin on the adorable Sacrament of the

Eucharist; which he did with incomparable talent

and eloquence, to the admiration of the whole

assembly. His ordinary conferred this benefice on

him, with an apostolic dispensation for plurality of

titles, which was easily obtained in consideration of

the provostship possessing scarcely any revenues; the

heretics having seized what had formerly belonged

to ifc. He was unable to enter into possession with

out contesting the right with one who pretended to

lay claim to it; not only was he forced to appeal

to the bishop s tribunal, but he was even obliged

to have recourse to Rome, and to the supreme senate

of Savoy; gaining his suit in all the three courts;

his cause being so just, and his reason so well foun

ded. He assumed the administration of his cure,

attending to it as much as possible himself, and

providing it moreover with a vicar Avell adapted to

the peculiar style of the people dwelling there

among the mountains.

It will be well to give a sketch of his mode of

life at this time; for it was a life of uniformity,

simplicity, and regularity. He carefully shunned

singularity, convinced that affectation could have

no other aim than that of acquiring the esteem of

men. He was clean and modest in his dress, furni

ture, and table; in conversation he was mild, affable,
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courteous and civil. With his frit-mis he wag

sincere aod upright, but prudent and reserved; his

and
a&amp;gt;pect

bore an air of paradise, t-ver serene

and tranquil; the index of his pure and placid heart.

Composed in his demeanour, h r swerved from

the rules of p.-
. witliout however any sciu-

pul. .ee to them. II.- UBed to say that

true pi
t opposed to the moral virtu

9 it exclude anything that could render life

social and happy: we ma; .d to devotion without

did, untidy, or

to endeavour to win our fellow creatures by a be

haviour which would inspire them with a love of

virtue. A austerity is by no in.

suitable to devotion; it renders the service of God

ioua, whereas we oimhtto serve Him with joy and

cheerfulne&amp;gt;s and with a holy freedom. God com

mands us to call Him father, to shew that He would

have us love Him tenderly, with child-like confi

dence; nor shall we go too far in trusting to His

goodness; although our sins may compel Him to

exercise His justice, He always punishes as it were

against His will, never using severity until we force

Him to it by our obstinacy in malice.

But this exterior of Francis, in which nothing

appeared that was not well regulated, (professing as

he did to lead a common life) was accompanied by
an inward innocence which he never violated, and by
a pure, disinterested heart, submissive in all things

to the will of God. He was ever attentive to the

divine presence, full of ardour and zeal for the

divine glory, and wholly penetrated with the inten

tion of extending it, and with the desire of possessing
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Him. His whole life is one long proof of this, and

it suffices to have known him, to believe even much

more than we shall record of him.

This beginning, though illustrious, was as it were

but a prelude to the greater enterprises to which

God destined him. The mission of the Chablais

furnished him with a more ample field, and in it he

had to contend with more numerous and more

formidable adversaries. How much he did and

suffered during it will be shewn, at least partially,

in the following chapters. I say partially, because

with Francis, as with all great saints, it is but the

smaller part which history transmits of their good

deeds; the best and greater share is known to God

alone. The formidable nature of the undertaking,

which he so courageously entered upon, demon

strates that he was a worthy successor of the Apostles

by his zeal in propagating the faith, and replanting

religion in those provinces where heresy had up
rooted it.

CHAPTER Y.

ORIGIN OP THE MISSION OF THE CHABLAIS. FRANCIS

RESOLVES TO UNDERTAKE IT.

GENEVA, a happy city so long as she remained

catholic, may boast of a thousand prerogatives,

unnecessary to be detailed here; but as soon as she

renounced catholicity, she rebelled against her

bishop, and against the Duke of Savoy, both of

whom laid claim to the sovereignty of Geneva. So
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true it is, that they who are unfaithful to Gol, are

seldom faithful to their prince. The Swiss, having

under pretext of religion aided the city in its guilty

designs, unmindful of the amicable relations exist

ing between them and the house of Savoy, deter

mined to despoil it of the Pays de Vaud, of the

Duchy of the Chablais, and of the Bailiwicks of fax,

Ternier, and Gaillard, without which, it seemed that

the Genevese w&amp;lt;&amp;gt;uld be unable to maintain their

assumed independence. They intrigued with Fran

cis I, king of France, then at war with Charl--* III,

Duke of Savoy, and found no great difficulty in

gaining possession of those territories, in banishing

religion, and in committing all the excesses which

usually accompany violent political changes. Wh -n

peace was at length concluded between Henry II.

son of Francis of France, and Emanuel Philibert,

son of Charles III, after the famous victories of St.

Quentins and Gravelines, France restored the states

seized upon in the previous reign; and the Swiss

were compelled to abandon the Chablais and the

Bailiwicks, upon the stipulation, however, that catho

licity should not be restored there. The Duke was

obliged by the circumstances of the times to accede

to this unjust compact; but he did so with the

hope that some favourable conjunction would enable

the people to return to their ancient faith; of which

the Duke himself made loyal profession, and of

which he was a most zealous protector. But Divine

Providence reserved this glory to his son and suc

cessor Charles Emanuel; and the favourable oppor

tunity occurred in the year 1589, when the

Genevese, discontented at their proximity with a
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powerful, warlike, and Catholic prince, induced the

Swiss to break the peace concluded between them

and Duke Emanuel Philibert. Under one pretext

or other, they levied troops and again took posses

sion of the territories, which were open, and were left

unprotected. Their usurpation was but of short

duration; the Duke no longer harassed by the

powerful arms of France, advanced with his army,

and soon compelled the Genevese and Swiss to

withdraw from the conquered lands. For the

future security of the country, the Duke established

garrisons and built fortresses, fit to ward off rebel

lious attempts, and also to facilitate the re-establish

ment of the Catholic faith. The wise prince was

well convinced that he could place small reliance

on the loyalty of his subjects, so long as they pro

fessed a creed at variance with his own
; and, as he

no longer held himself bound to a compact which

his enemies had broken by the very act of war, he

began seriously to think of the means of restoring

catholicity throughout his dominions. Eecent

success told him that in imitation of the Swiss, he

might apply force; but, judging that it would be

most prudent to begin with the good, he resolved to

reserve coercion, until he found more lenient

measures ineffectual. He wrote therefore to the

bishop of Geneva, desiring him to select a few

learned, pious, and prudent ecclesiastics, to go and

preach the faith amongst those people. He promised

to protect the missionaries, and to second their

endeavours: he provided them with letters patent,

to shew that they were employed by his orders;

and he enjoined the governors of the different districts
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to assist them if n&amp;gt; /with armed force; tliat

so none should be audacious enough to disturb them

in tlu- functions &amp;lt;&amp;gt;f their mini-try.

On receiving these orders, tlic pood prelate

.iced .

. Iv, and \&amp;gt;. the Lord for Opening

in his day, the path for him to
g&amp;lt;

&amp;gt; in -eaivh of

str . \vhieh though waini Id,

IK i rtheless to him. But on casting his

over , corner of liis dioeese, lie felt sadly

in the convietion that he had ly

anyone competent to so difficult an undertaking;

tlie danj which might \\vll appal the stout

courage. He well knew that 1 n, the
prov&amp;lt;

of Sales, was the man most likely to succeed; but

some feelings of human
re&amp;gt;pect

deterred him from

making such a proposition, and he therefore look

round for other means, lit; a&amp;gt;-embled all the clergy

of his vast diocese; when after reading the letters

of his sovereign, he reminded them that the best

part of the bishopric had for seventy years been

plunged in the darkness of heresy; that God had

at length looked with an eye of mercy on these

abandoned people, whom heretofore His justice had

given over to the spirit of error, and to the desires

of their perverse hearts ; that their prince was send

ing them to the spiritual conquest of this desolate

country; and that if he did not second these just

commands, he should himself become culpable of all

future disorders, and be held accountable to God

for all the souls which would be lost, for want of

co-operation with the laudable intentions of the

Duke. He needed workmen able to repair the ruins

of the sanctuary; men who would be ready to go
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in search of the stray sheep, for which his infirmities

and old age disqualified him. He had therefore

assembled them all to select some one to second him in

the enterprise, from which no anticipated sufferings

and difficulties would be able to deter him; he

could truly say with the apostle that life was not

more dear to him than his own soul, and that he

was ready to sacrifice it if needful, in discharging
the functions of his ministry. He trusted that they
all had the same sentiments as himself; that they
were not required to go into Unknown countries,

and preach to strangers whose customs and language

they were unacquainted with: the sole question

here, was to contribute to the conversion of their

own countrymen, subjects of the same prince,

governed by the same laws, reclaimed by baptism,

(whose character they bore on their souls) to the

bosom of the Church, from which, nevertheless, they
were aliens. In conclusion, he reminded them that

they ought less to dwell on the toils and dangers,
than on the recompense which they would receive,

and the unfailing succours of grace which would

attend them; because, as the Lord called them forth

to the assistance of their brethren, He undoubtedly
would be their guide, their strength, their protector,

and their crown.

The discourse of the good bishop, so far from

inspiring his hearers with the same ardour that

burned in his own breast, seemed rather to dispirit

them, so great was their dread of the toils and

dangers to which they foresaw the missionaries

would be exposed. Not one of them had heart

enough to second the zeal of the worthy prelate.
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Francis alone was moved by the words he had ju.-t

h :ird; instead of the fear which was depicted on

their faces, his eyes beamed with eager desire of

corresponding with the views of the prince and of

the bishop. No sooner did the latter call for his

opinion, than, with a magnanimity worthy of his

noble heart, he rose from hi&amp;lt; ^ at, threw hi :it

the bishop s feet, and said,
&quot; My lord, I am r-ady

to go, provided you deem me capable of the t;

A murmur of applause ran through the whole

assembly; all admired the generosity of the you:

provost; and the bishop, with tears in his eyes, and

a heart full of joy, replied that not only did he

deem him competent, but even necessary to such a

mission, a* bring in every respect endowed with the

desired qualifications. lie declared himself infinitely

obliged to him for his aid thus afforded to his oM

age; seeing that the burden belonged of right to

his own shoulders, if he had had strength enough to

bear it.

The provost added that he was not only willing

to second him, but was even ready to take the whole

charge of the mission upon himself. He entreated

him to consider his age and his indispositions, which

disqualified his lordship for such labours and suffer

ings; that though a bishop, he did not cease to be

a man, and therefore should measure his designs

according to his btrength; and although God en

joined charity upon all men, and upon bishops more

than all the rest, He likewise required discretion,

because the sacrifices of charity must be seasoned

with the salt of prudence; that if he believed him

self obliged to give his life for his stray sheep, he
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\vas likewise bound to preserve it for the welfare of

the whole flock
; would his lordship be satisfied to

allow him (Francis) to preach by his order and
under his auspices ? if so, he would entreat him to

act the part of Moses, and remain in prayer on the

mount, whilst he, like another Joshua, went forth

to combat on the plain.

He concluded by observing that in place of many
workmen being requisite at first, it seemed to him
better that there should be but few. The disposi
tion of the people should be sounded; and then,

according as the first succeeded, others might follow;

that later, the bishop might go to complete the

work, when it had sufficiently progressed, as they

hoped it would. In the meantime, all that was

needed, was a small band of select men with whom
he would enter the heretical districts: but it was of

importance that these few should be endowed with

fortitude and patience enough not to be deterred by
the first difficulties, which in all probability they
would have to encounter, and should not timidly
shrink from the task when once it was begun.
The opinion of the Saint was received by the whole

assembly with the applause it deserved; the bishop

yielded to the wishes of the clergy, relinquishing all

personal share in the mission of the Chablais, and

deputing the provost of Sales in his place; the next

question was who would be his associates? Strange
to say, Lewis of Sales was the only one to offer him

self. Now, although he was a man of remarkable

virtue, endowed with learning suited to the under

taking, the good prelate could not feel satisfied to

see Francis set out with only one companion; but as

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



S. FRANCIS DE SALES. 141

the holy man replie 1 that numerical strength would

not bo necessary at the beginning, the bishop yielded

to this opinion and &amp;lt;li-lved the meeting, ofiVri

up fervent p ravers to God for the success of the

mission, enjoining all }\l&amp;lt; elergy warmly to recom

mend it, that He might tl--:irn to bless it.

On this occasion something happened similar to

what is recorded of St. Paul in Miletus; aware of

the dangers to which the new
apn&amp;gt;t!

he t hablais

would be exposed, the clergy disapproved the jour

ney, fearing that the Chuivh would be deprived of

them, but the two were inflexible in their purpose,

zeal hindered them from seeing that which others

dreaded lor them, and submitting thcm&amp;lt;rlves to the

orders of heaven, the party separated with tears in

their eyes.

CHAPTER V.

FRANCIS SURMOUNTS ALL OBSTACLES, AND SETS OUT FOR

THE CUABLAIS.

WHEN it became generally known that the provost

of Sales was destined to the mission of the C hablais,

his friends took alarm, and used all their endeavours

to dissuade him from the project. They represented

in vivid colours the toils and dangers to which he was

exposing himself, and pronounced it madness in him

thus to undertake alone, what the Duke of Savoy,

with his whole army, had been unable to accomplish.

On the contrary, he might persuade himself that the

heretics would do as much to maintain their pre-
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tended reformation as they had done to plant it;

therefore nothing but misfortune could be expected.

But finding the Saint resolute in purpose, they wrote

to his parents, advising them to forbid his depar

ture, now fixed for an early day. On receiving this

information, the Count of Sales went over to An-

necy, and taking his son with him, went to the

bishop, and falling on his knees before him, entreated

him with many tears not to impose such a mission

upon Francis, telling him that though he had sur

rendered to the Church this his first-born and staff

of his old age, he had sacrificed him to God to serve

him as a confessor, but could not consent to have

him a martyr; he could not agree to have him sent

as a victim to be slaughtered, or as a lamb in the

midst of wolves. The Saint answered in modest and

humble terms, and finished by saying that it was

his chief and sole affair to attend to the concerns

and the glory of his Heavenly Father. Many
remarks passed between the father and the son; the

one resisting, the other persisting, till the Bishop

would certainly have yielded if Francis had not en

couraged him, entreating him not to make him un

worthy of the kingdom of God ;
that having put his

hand to the plough, he should lose the crown if he

turned back. Upon this the good prelate admo

nished the Count of Sales against further resistance,

unless he wished to see renewed the act recorded of

the seraphical St. Francis, who surrendered his shirt

into the hands of his own father, that he might be

able to follow the standard of Jesus crucified. The

Count replied that he certainly had no wish to resist

God, nevertheless, he had not heart to become the
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murderer of his son.
&quot; In truth,&quot; continued he,

&quot;

I

do not deserve that an angel should come and arrest

the blow which is to sacrifice my Isaac; hence I

cannot bring myself to consent to this sacrifice,

which, as far as I am concerned, will be involuntary,

the holy will of God be accomplished 1&quot; Then,

without anything further, he quitted the Bishop s

aparttm-nt, his son following him, who, casting him

self at his feet, entreated him not to hinder, but

rather to animate him by giving him his blessing.

&quot;Son,&quot; rejoined the Count, &quot;how often have I

ived your blessing, at sermons, in confession, and

at mass; God forbid that I should ever think of

cursing you; but do not imagine that I will ever

give my consent to your undertaking, or give you

my blessing on that score-.&quot; Having said this, he

left Francis and returned to Sales castle,

Having piously celebrated the festival of the

nativity of our Blessed Lady, the provost received

his prelate s benediction, and, accompanied by the

good wishes of all the clergy and people, he started

for Sales in company with his cousin Lewis. He
took no other luggage with him but his breviary,

Bible, and the works of Cardinal Bellarmine, then

recently given to the press. Gladly would he have

dispensed himself from visiting his family, but as

the castle was exactly in his road, he could not do

less, without showing positive disrespect to his

parents. Here he again had to encounter their oppo

sition, and all that the most tender affection could say
and do to shake his purpose. The Count disapprov
ed the mission of the Chablais altogether, and still

more was he annoyed that his son and nephew should

Private Use Only



14:4 S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

have been selected for an enterprize which he was

convinced would prove a failure. He spoke of it as

an ill-concerted plan, the effect of indiscretion rather

than of true zeal; no doubt, then, that the conse

quences would be more disastrous than profitable.

He dwelt on all the obstacles to be encountered, the

dangers to be apprehended, and the shame which

would overwhelm them for having engaged in an

affair so little likely to succeed. He told them that

they might depend on his words, for he had had

experience enough in the management of important

affairs, adding, that he could not conceive how two

such prudent persons as the Duke and the Bishop

could not only have approved, but even have ordered

such an undertaking at such a time. He resolved

on writing to the former, to represent the inconve

niences which might arise, as in all probability the

mission Avould occasion war and desolation in Savoy,

which had not yet recovered the effects of former

disturbances, and then, using all the authority given

him by God, over the one as father, and over the

other as uncle, he positively forbade them to pro

ceed any farther, declaring that the task was far

beyond their strength.

Whilst the father was thus haranguing, the mother

was bathed in tears, so that a heart even less sensi

tive than our Saint s would have been moved, but

faith (by which the just man lives) and confidence in

God, which ruled his feelings and directed all his

actions, were superior to all the risings of nature.

Francis answered with his accustomed mildness, that

no doubt the design of the apostles must have ap

peared very strange ; nevertheless, it prospered most
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unexpectedly to those who only look at things in a

worldly point of view; they preached the Go-pel to

all nations, and converted a whole world. Tw-!

poor fishermen, without IrarniiiLr, without eloquence,

without support, opposed by all the powers of the

univt icceeded; with much greater i then

might they hope for success in the mission of the

Chablais, so small in comparison with that of tin apos

tles. Had the latter followed the dictates of human

reason, the world would still be buried in the shades

of paganism. It was true to say there was a wi

difference between his cousin Lewis and him id

those great men taught in the schools of our Saviour,

replenished with the Holy Ghost, confirmed in L

and endowed with miraculous powers; but, on the

other hand, there was no comparison between the

vast mission of the twelve, and the one intrusted to

them. They would not have to preach in unknown

idioms; on the contrary, they had merely to address

their fellow-countrymen on the part of the same

God whom they themselves worshipped, and on that

of the same prince whose authority they all re

spected, and whose power they dreaded; to Chris

tians, whom, though aliens to the Church, they were

going to invite back again to her maternal bosom;

to people who professed the same ancient symbols,

believed the same Scriptures, and who held some

doctrines in common with us; &quot;Therefore,&quot; con

tinued Francis,
&quot; we shall not be received as stran

gers come to proclaim unknown divinities, and wrest

from them their most cherished hopes. God never

fails to give special strength to those who preach His

Gospel; and after all, we are not sent to the Indies

VOL. I. 10.
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or to England, (missions not to be refused when

offered,) and so far from worldly potentates opposing

our design, they are resolved to favour us in every

possible way. Our family, which had its origin in the

Chablais, is respected there
;
we shall find friends and

relatives who will not permit two unarmed men to

be injured, men whose only aim is their salvation,

and who are supported by the authority of their

sovereign. I clearly foresee that we shall meet with

difficulties, toils, and dangers, possibly death may
even be the recompense of our labours, as it was

that of the apostles, whose imitators we aspire to be;

but will our dangers be greater than those of war

riors, who for affairs of far less importance, and for

an incomparably less reward than the acquisition of

an immortal crown, expose their lives for the pur
chase of perishable glory ? In a word, on occasions of

this nature, death is preferable to a thousand tri

umphs; the enterprise may be laborious, but that is

little when we consider the worth of that Lord who
has mercifully called us to the ecclesiastical state.&quot;

He next produced the authorizations of the Duke
and the Bishop, saying that at the sight of these,

nothing further could be said. The Most High
watches over the ways of the just, and thanks to

His aid, the ways of the impious perish. Al

though the Count of Sales was convinced by the

reasoning of his son, it was not without great reluc

tance that he consented to his departure; he felt so

confident that the scheme would prove a failure, and

that his son and nephew would return to be the

laughing-stock of the country. But God, whose

judgments are inscrutable, and whose ways are dif-
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ferent from the ways of men, strengthened the hearts

of His servants in their good purpose; they retu

all measures of precaution which the Lord of S.

wished to adopt for their safety, to guard them from

the insults of the lower classes, so difficult to k

within due bounds when religion is in question.

Francis replied, that having entered the sat

militia, spiritual arms were all they ought to wield

.nst the enemies of God and of His Church, th

fore he would agree to no measures of self-pre

servation, the arm of God was not short*,

neither was His power diminished: th-ivfire,

the aid of man was not needed. The weakest

instruments in Hi- hands are equal to the LMV;

enterprises, and lie would well know how to
pr&amp;lt;

them in all emergencies, if He deemed it necessary to

His glory. Having said this, he begged to decline

further discussion with his father, and preparing to

depart, he took his cousin Lewis by the hand, say

ing,
&quot; Let us go where God calls us, this is not a

contest in which either fear or ilight will enable us

to conquer; a longer sojourn here will only tend

to weaken us, and then others more generous than

ourselves will bear away the crowns prepared for us.&quot;

His parents admired the immovable constancy of

the holy man, and the Count seeing that nothing he

alleged could daunt the two champions, gave them

letters of introduction to his friends in the Chablais,

and after accompanying them a short distance on the

road, stood looking at them so long as they remained

in sight. He then returned to the castle to console

the countess, who was plunged in grief and appre

hension for the safety of a son so precious to her.
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CHAPTER VI.

HIS ARRIVAL AND FIRST EFFORTS IN THE CHABLAIS.

ALMIGHTY GOD who sometimes speaks to us by
means of dreams, gave an indication, even during

our Saint s youth, of the sort of employment to

which He destined him. And, as in a dream, He

gave St. Francis Xavier an idea of his after-labours

in the East, so did He represent to St. Francis of

Sales what he was destined to undertake in the

West.

Whilst he was studying in Paris, John Boyard
of Tulle, a man of mature age and judgment, like

wise residing in the French capital, dreamt that he

was crossing Mount Cenis, as if travelling from Italy

to Savoy, and that he beheld a most formidable

hydra rapidly advancing, endeavouring to ascend

the mountain, when, suddenly, Francis, under the

figure of Hercules, armed with a flaming two-edged

sword, advanced, and prevented the monster s pro

gress; after wounding it in several parts, he drove

it back to Geneva, where its wounds were to be

dressed. In the morning, Bovard related his dream
tt

to Dr. Deage and Francis, when the latter remarked

with a smile,
&quot; Would to God that this figurative

display may some day or other be verified!&quot; The

sequel of this history will prove how literally it was

verified.

The two new apostles set out on the 14th Septem-
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ber, 1594; on reaching tlio frontiers of the ClmMais,

they felt animated with fresh /cal, and prostrating

on the ground, with tears in their eyes, they im

plored the blessing of God upon their entrance and

sojourn in the province, and besought Him to be their

guide and strength, to put words of life into their

mouths, and such an ardent charity in their hearts

as would stand proof against the contradictions of

men, and against all the obstacles which the devils

might raise to hinder the people from returning to

the Catholic Church; they saluted the tutelar an_

of the country, and fulminated a general i m
against the malignant spirits which infested it, a

plan which they resolved always to follow, (though

in a low voice,) when about to dispute with the

heretics. Francis was of opinion that the Calvinists,

and more especially their preachers, were aided,

or possessed by the devils, and therefore regu

larly exorcised those spirits, who either hardened

their hearts or suggested the errors to be confuted ;

and he declared that the plan was most serviceable

to him. After concluding their prayers and exor

cism, Francis looked at Lewis, affectionately em

braced him, and said that an idea had just occurred to

him, to this effect, as they were entering the Chablais

to exercise apostolic functions, they ought to imitate

the apostles, and therefore they had better dismiss

their horses and attendants and make their entry on

foot, satisfying themselves, like the apostles, with

that which was barely necessary. Lewis consented,

and the two walked onwards to the fortress of

Allinges, at that time entrusted to the care of the

Baron of Hermance, who, under the title of governor,
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commanded the province in the name of the Duke of

Savoy; he had a strong garrison and watched over

the peace of the surrounding districts. He was a

brave and worthy man, a great friend to the house

of Sales; he was surprised and delighted when he

saw the two cousins approach the palisades of the

castle. After the usual compliments, he took them

into the fortress, when the Provost placed three

letters in his hand. In the first, the Duke of Savoy

gave him orders to receive and protect the mission

aries whom the Bishop of Geneva would send to

attempt the re-conversion of the Chablais; in the

second, the Bishop warmly recommended to his care

the missionaries he had sent him; in the third, the

Count of Sales revealed his fears, and conjured the

Baron, by their long-standing friendship, to protect
and favour his son and nephew, and to assist them
with his advice for the better success of the mission.

As they were entering the castle, the governor

pointed to the cannons on the walls, and said,
&quot; We

shall not long stand in need of this defence if the

Huguenots will hearken to you, for if you can but

make them faithful to the laws of the Gospel, un

doubtedly they will yield submission to the laws of

their
sovereign.&quot;

From the summit of the fortress our Saint beheld

a scene which pierced his very heart; he could from
that elevated spot nearly overlook the whole pro
vince, but yet he could not see so much as one sym
bol of Christianity ; on the contrary, ruined monas

teries, unroofed churches, overthrown steeples,

crosses pulled down, villages and hamlets in ashes

on all sides met his eyes, the sad effects of heresy
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and rebellion. The sight drew tears from his eyes

and sighs from his heart, as he exclaimed with the

prophet,
&quot; How has the hedge been taken away from

the vineyard, and its walls broken down! the ways

of Sion weep, for there are none to come to the

solemnity; the enemy has carried away all that was

beautiful and good ; no longer is there any law, n&amp;lt;
&amp;gt;

l&amp;gt;nger
have the prophets visions of the Lord: every

where are the stones of the sanctuary dispersed.

Great is thy trouble as the sea: who shall remedy

thy evil? O ChabluisI Geneva I be ye at least

converted to the Lord thy God! 1 Then addres&amp;gt;inj

himself to God, he said, &quot;Ah, Lord! these people

have rebelled against Thee, and against Thy Christ;

the nations have seized Thine inheritance; they

have profaned Thy temple, destroyed Thy worship,

and ruined Thy sanctuary. Arise, O Lord, and

judge Thine own cause, but judge it according to

Thy mercy!&quot;
He remained silent a short time,

shedding abundance of tears, but at last turning to

the Baron of Hermance, he said, &quot;The disease is

grievous; a great physician is required to cure it.&quot;

They afterwards conferred together on the means

most likely to succeed in the mission; the Baron

qualifying his advice according to the time and the

dispositions of the people to be dealt with. He was

not only a valiant officer, whose military prowess

and state services had obtained for him the esteem

of his prince; he was, moreover, a man of consum

mate experience, who thoroughly understood the

character of the people he governed, and was equally

zealous for the Catholic religion, in consequence of

which he had been promoted to the government of the
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Chablais. He frankly represented to the two mis

sionaries the difficulties of their undertaking. He
told them they would have to do with a people,

gross and simple, it was true, but most obstinate in

their own opinions. Not the least pernicious of

their errors was the persuasion, that the preserva

tion of their privileges and liberty depended on the

preservation of their so-called reformed religion,

and this very error was quite strong enough to

make them undertake any measures rather than

surrender it. The proximity of the Swiss, and the

Genevese emboldened them, as they were ever ready
for rebellion. Intimacy with them, and the form of

ecclesiastical government introduced by Calvin,

made them look on monarchical government as a

tyranny; hence they submitted with ill grace to a

sovereign, whose yoke they had frequently attempted
to throw off, and who would at that moment renew

the attempt if they could do so with the slightest

chance of success. The re-establishment of the

faith, would, in time, dissipate the seeds of rebellion,

and attach the people to their sovereign; but, in

the meantime great caution would be necessary,

because catholicity had been depicted to them in so

black a shade, that they abominated it beyond all

things. They looked upon the Pope as anti-christ ;

the bishops and priests as the emissaries of that

monster ;
the Mass as a public profession of idolatry ;

the faithful as pagans ;
and the laws of the church as

the offspring of the most intolerable tyranny. The

preachers, as men, were the very quintessence of

presumption, and looking on the people as their

conquest, declared they would employ every means
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to preserve it. Urn. ,-, having to deal with such

materials, they treat the people with all possible

mildness and condescension, on ques of

faith. The missionaries should confine them.-dvesto

-i-ntials, avoiding singularity, and whatever iniidit

spring from a zeal to which prudence .anting;

the least precipitation might spoil all; wl.

patience and longanimity, with the bl&amp;lt; &amp;gt;! God,

would bring success to their efforts. He added that

it would be advisable to begin with Thonon, tlie

capital of the province, because as it was in-ar the

fortress of Allinges, they could return there every

night; and he was of opinion that it would not be

safe for them to lodge elsewhere; in fact no one

would venture to admit them, so general was the

hatred against catholic priests; it would even be

dangerous to attempt to say JMa-- at Thonon; thei

fore, for the present, they must use the chapel

belonging to the fortress for this purpose.

The saint, who excelled in meekness and modera

tion, was quite satisfied with the remarks, the chief

of which he commit ted to writing, conforming him

self exactly to them. On the following morning he

celebrated Mass in the chapel, after which, taking

his Bible and breviary, he set out for Thonon,

accompanied by Lewis and a man-servant.

It will not be amiss to narrate his line of conduct

at this time. He always went on foot with a staff

in his hand, although he had daily four miles of

very rough ground to traverse. His dress was

plain and without affectation; and as it was then

customary to wear the beard thick, the hair short,

and to encase the lower limbs in buskins, he

Private Use Only



154 S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

accommodated himself to all this, as being the mode
of dress worn by respectable persons, so that his

outward appearance was not very different from that

of seculars; and this it was which procured his

admission to the houses of several Calvinists, who

by degrees, were by him converted to the faith.

In a spirit of meekness, he made a resolution of

never using any offensive expressions either to or

of heretics, or of their creed. Imitating the angelical

doctor, who, though he combated with all his power

against error, always spared the erring: moreover

he resolved to oppose the insults to which he foresaw

he should be subjected, with no other weapon than

that of invincible patience. The issue proved the

wisdom of his rule. Some of the missionaries who
were afterwards sent to his assistance, glorying in

shewing no condescension to heretics, and refusing

to act with his caution, encountered innumerable

obstacles, and were looked upon by the Calvinists

as superstitious dissemblers, and were hated accord

ingly. In the course of time, the saint was accused

and blamed by those who were associated with him

in the mission, on the plea that he was too conde

scending to the enemies of the faith, and that he

did not make sufficient use of the authority imparted
to him by his sovereign. lie did not on this

account change his plan; and experience demon

strated that his accusers were in fault; seeing that

several times they were on the point of defeating

every chance of reuniting those people to the church,

a re-union which was ultimately effected by his

prudent behaviour; hence to him is given, and

ought to be given, all the glory of a mission which

ended so successfully.
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CHAPTER VII.

HI9 FIRST ENTRANCE INTO TIIOXOX.

THE holy man did not deem it fitting to enter

upon his mission without first informing the magis

trates of the purport of his visit to the town of

Thonon. Immediately on his arrival he went to

pay them his respects, and to present the letters of

introduction which he brought from the Baron of

Ilermance; they contained in compendium what the

Duke of Savoy had written to himself with regard to

the mission of the Chablais and the Bailiwicks, add

ing moreover that as Francis and Lewis were under

his protection as well as their servants, and all those

who in process of time should join them, he charg

the magistrates to watch over their safety, as he

would hold them accountable for any injury inflicted

on the missionaries. The magistrates received these

letters apparently with great respect, and promised

obedience; but as soon as a report was spread

through the town and the adjacent villages that

two priests were come into the province to preach,

the people were on the point of rising in revolt.

They loudly declared that these envoys of the Pope

ought to be driven out; that they were only coming

to disturb the peaceable practice of their religion, if

not to deprive them of it, that there was danger in

moderation in matters whereon depended liberty of

conscience, to acquire and preserve which had cost
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them so much, both of wealth and blood. They
added that the sovereign would be obliged to over

look their misdemeanour, because the number of the

offenders would be too great to admit of their being

apprehended, still less of their being punished.

Whilst people were discoursing in this style at

Thonon, the most violent measures were concocting

in Geneva, situated at no great distance, the inhabi

tants of which were extremely anxious that no

change of religion should take place in the Chablais ;

they asserted that the Duke had violated the

treaty of Noyon, therefore they were bound no

longer to observe it, that it behoved them to

call in the aid of the Swiss Confederacy, which

had guaranteed the articles, and take up arms to

drive away these priests ; that it was lawful to kill

them if they could be got rid of by no other means.

When these opinions reached Thonon, the fury of

the people was redoubled, and was carried to such

length, that the fortitude of Lewis of Sales began to

slacken, and he said to Francis,
&quot; What shall we be

able to do in the midst of an enfuriated mob? What
chance have we of being listened to ? It is danger
ous even to be seen in public; what would it be if

we were to attempt anything more?&quot; He added,

that he did not think the enterprise should be aban

doned, but that he thought it ought to be deferred,

and in the meantime devise measures for resuming
it to greater advantage; if the people should, in

their persons violate the majesty of their sovereign,

or the rights of hospitality, they would be the indi

viduals to be accused of indiscretion, and of occa

sioning the wars and desolation which might possi

bly ensue.
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The intrepid &quot;Francis affectionately embraced him,

and with a smile reminded him that hitherto nothing

untoward had befallen them more than they had fully

expected. lie had never flattered himself with the

idea that these people would come forth to welcome

them, that they would renounce their prejudices all

at once, or rush in crowds to hear them. Then

taking him by the arm, he said,
&quot;

See, we are as yet

unhurt, we are as safe and sound as when we left

our own homes. The heretics will think twice of it

before they attempt anything against our persons,

let their rage be what it may. A mob always makes

a noise, but when they see that we are not afraid of

them, they will reconcile themselves by degrees to

what they now dislike. Almighty God hat protected
His servants, and delivered them from muoh greater

dangers, therefore, thanks to His protection, we need

not fear the rage of man, always impotent against

those whom the Lord guards. We have perhaps

done enough for this day, so let us return to Allinges

and give the Baron an account of our adventures,&quot;

adding, good-humouredly,
&quot; but leave this task to

me, because fear usually magnifies objects ;
if you

undertake to speak, the danger may seem much

greater than it really is.&quot;

They returned to Allinges, when Francis reported

what had occurred in Thonon ; after due considera

tion, the Baron was of opinion that the mission

should not be relinquished, in order not to prejudice

the authority of the sovereign. He would provide

for their security by giving them an escort, having no

notion of leaving two such personages at the mercy
of a blinded and obstinate populace, urged on,
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moreover, by the Puritans of Geneva. The Saint

absolutely refused this offer, declaring that he would

rather abandon the mission than suffer the least vio

lence to be offered to the people, whose conversion

he would have to be free and sincere; he added, that

since they had entered the Chablais without trusting

to human aid, in imitation of the apostles, he would

pursue the same course, using no other weapon than

that of St. Paul the word of God. Princes, of

course, might employ the sword, when compelled to

it by the contumacy of their subjects, but such a

proceeding was at variance with the priestly charac

ter. A priest should imitate the example of Jesus

and His apostles, since he is entrusted with their

functions. The Baron replied that the escort was

not intended to offer violence or compulsion to the

people, but merely to keep them within due bounds,

and teach them to respect those who were acting

upon the orders of the prince ;
but the Saint was

firm in his refusal, and would consent to nothing

more than that the magistrates of Thonon should be

written to again, and be reminded of their own in

terests and obligations. The Baron therefore wrote

and signified to the magistrates, that the Duke had

no intention of depriving them of liberty of con

science, still less, of any of their privileges, in proof

of which he had sent them two pri ests, whose sole

arms was the Word of God, but as there were several

persons in the Chablais who wished to be instructed

in the Catholic faith, lost amidst popular commotions,

he had sent to the province men competent to give

the required instruction. The Duke might have used

force, (seeing that his enemies had been the first to
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break the treaty of peace,) but he retrained from this

in order to leave their liberty ontiiv. The l&amp;gt;urn

reminded them that they talked of nothing but

liberty of conscience, and ho\v much their conduct

was opposed to it, since they wanted to prevent the

preaching of a religion which the sovereign pro

ved, as well as to prevent those who wished it,

from embracing it. He declared to them that it v

the Duke s will to have the Catholic doctrine tuiuht

without impediment throughout the province; that

Francis and his companions were under his protec

tion, and that he would hold the council responsible

for any injury inflicted on them; and, though no

one should be compelled to go and hear them pivac-h,

so neither should any one be hindered from so doing,
or from embracing the doctriiu-s which they taught.
He concluded by requiring their positive assurance

in writing to this effect.

The council replied in most submissive terms,

throwing the blame of what had happened on the

populace, so difficult to rule in certain unlooked-for

circumstances, pledging themselves to carry into

effect the intentions of the prince, with all due

respect.

The next day when Francis reached Thonon, he

was received with much more consideration; never

theless, he could soon perceive that there were secret

and strict prohibitions against any one going to hear

him, or having any intercourse with him, so that he
stood as completely isolated in the middle of Thonon
as if he were in a desert; he continued, notwith

standing, to go thither every day, as if he had the

most important affairs to transact; rain, wind, or
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snow, nothing deterred him, and often when the

stoutest rustics would not face the road, he was to

be seen regularly plodding backwards and forwards,

to the astonishment of every one, and well was it for

him that he had inured himself to hardy habits, and

was able to endure hunger, thirst, cold, and other

privations incident to the ministry which he had

assumed ; though, robust as he was, his sufferings

frequently well nigh put an end to him. His friends

represented to him the uselessness of exposing him

self to all these inconveniences, to whom he replied

in the words of our Saviour: &quot; Know ye not that I

must be about my Heavenly Father s work ?&quot; adding,

that as God alone knew the moment prefixed for the

conversion of these people, and as it might come

sooner than was expected, it behoved him to be ever

in readiness for it.

The first winter which he spent in the Chablais was

so severe, the snow so abundant, and the frost and

cold so intense, that his hands, feet, and legs festered

and broke, so that the path was often stained with

his blood; his torn shoes and buskins being insuffi

cient to protect his wounds; but he would not on

this account omit his daily journeys; in effect, not

satisfied with walking all the way to Thonon, he

would visit the neighbouring villages, where he often

met with adventures that would have cooled a less

ardent charity than his own. We may with truth

affirrn that the parable of the good shepherd, seeking

his stray sheep amidst rocks and precipices, was but

a faithful picture of what Francis did for the con

version of the Chablais ; and that Jacob, so wearily
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tending the flocks of Laban, in heat and cold, was

but a figure of him.

His sufft. rinirs in summer were not much l^s; the

intense heat of the sun s rays on the plains, inflected

bv the surrounding heights, all but overpowered
him. It will not be amiss to detail some circum

stances referring to this epoch of the Saint s 1

well calculated to encourage those who lal&amp;gt;ur in the

conversion of souls, as well as to confound the

courage of the most magnanimous. Like the great

apostle, he might say that the signs of his aposto-

late were toils, vinils, fasting, calumnies, insult-.

persecutions, and every sort of suffering endun 1

with incomparable patience. Although his whole

life at this time was one continued sufferinir,

as subsequent chapters will demonstrate, we will

mention some of those which have reached our

knowledge, though it is quite certain that only the

least part of them has been recorded. It mu-t

have been no slight trial to him to have to cross the

Durance, a rapid river, on no better bridge than a

cross-beam. In the two first winters this beam was

like a sheet of ice, but his zeal found out a way of

crossing; he crawled over it on his hands and knees

at no small risk and toil. Pie might sometimes have

spared himself this task, but zeal for souls, and

devotion to the holy sacrifice of the mass, made him.

regularly encounter it. So many and great were

his sufferings at this time, that some historians of

his life pass this one over as unimportant, although
it occurs in the bull of his canonization.

One evening he set out later than usual on his

return from Thonon to Allinges, having been detained

VOL l.-u.
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on business connected with the mission. Night over

took him, and he missed his path. After rambling

about to no purpose for a long time, they reached a

village at a late hour when all the people were in

bed. The ground was covered with snow, so that

the herdsmen did not venture to take their flocks

out even in the day-time. They knocked at every

door, entreating shelter, lest they should perish of

cold, but all in vain; it was a Calvinist hamlet, and

not one of the inhabitants could be moved to com

passion. Roland, the man-servant, thought the

name of such a man would soften them, so he incau

tiously said who he was, but this only made them

more obstinate, and drew forth a volley of abuse:

God, however, who never forsakes His servants, en

abled them to discover the village oven which was

still warm. Francis, Lewis, and the servant entered

the bakehouse, and thus preserved their lives
; but

for this they must inevitably have been frozen to

death.

Another evening they arrived at a village, tho

roughly drenched with rain, yet on no plea could

they obtain so much as shelter, so strict were the

prohibitions of the ministers against one whom they

looked upon as their greatest enemy; they were there

fore compelled to pass the night in the open air,

exposed to all the inclemency of the weather. Like

the apostles, Francis blessed the Lord for being

found worthy to suffer something for the glory of

His name.

Such accidents would have induced any one, less

submissive to the will of God and less zealous for

His glory, to take precautions against their recur-
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rence, but our Saint never thought of sparing him-

; when the salvatitin of his ncLdihour was in
&amp;lt;[Ues-

tion; toil, snlferini:, nnd danger seemed but to

increase his courage. (Mi one occasion lie was met

by a heretic, who, dreading the invectives of 1,

clergy and his acquaintance, did not like to acc

l- rancis in the town, but waylaid him on his return

to the fortress, wishing to have a private confereu

with him. He told him at once that his m. --and

patience, and the sufferings to which he daily ex

posed himself for the salvation of people who reo

him so ill, had made an impression on his mind, that

he had contra&amp;gt;tcd his manner of life with that of

their own preachers, and had come to the conchiM

that purity of doctrine must be there where there

was purity of life; he entreated him thn to

become his instructor, conjuring him by the Blood

which Jesus had shed for the salvation of souls, not

to delay the instruction he so much needed, and

which he expected from his charity. It was then

almost night, and having to pass through a wood,

this delay seemed dangerous. Lewis, and the servant

.who had shared his sufferings on previous occasions,

strongly urged him to defer the instruction till the

next day, but Francis replied that none of them

were sure of a next day, and that it would be to

him a source of self-reproach to the last day of his

life, if, from fear of suffering and danger, (from

which God could easily preserve him if He pleased,)

he deferred even for a brief space, advice which could

contribute to the salvation of a soul. He spent so

much time in catechising the Calvinist, that night

overtook them precisely as they were entering the
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wood; it was impossible for them, dark as it was, to

distinguish the right path, whilst the bears and

wolves were howling around on all sides. Eowland

was half terrified to death, and Lewis was not much

better. Francis alone remained full of holy confi

dence; he consoled them, and assured them that our

Lord, who had preserved Daniel in the lions den,

would watch over them, seeing that they incurred

their present risk, only because they gave suc

cour to a soul that asked it in His name; they ram

bled on without knowing whither, and at last

reached an old ruinous building where, under a por

tion of remaining roof, they found some sort of

shelter. Whilst they were resting there, the moon

shone forth in fall splendour, and revealed to Francis

that the edifice had once been a church, and like

many others, had been destroyed by the Calvinists;

the sight reminded him forcibly of the deplorable

state of the Chablais; the churches in ruins, the

priests expelled, truth trampled upon, and heresy

triumphant; add to these the blindness and obdu

racy of the people all but invincible, insomuch that

they closed their ears against the voice of those by
whose means our Lord recalled them to His bosom.

Amidst these ruins our Saint renewed the lamen

tation of Jeremias; seated upon a stone, his eyes

streaming with tears, he exclaimed from the inmost

depths of his heart,
&quot; O temple, to whatever saint

thou mayst have been dedicated, in thy ruins do I

adore that God who lives through endless ages of

ages, and His only Son, who, suffering such torments

for me, animates me to suffer for Him. Drive hence

the north winds, and let the soft southern breeze
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blow through these gardens the sweet scent of

aromatic spices! Bless our purposes, O Lord! send

Thy divine Spirit upon the heart of this nation, and

enkindle in it the fire of Thy holy love. With

Thy usual benignity enable us, O L ml, to rebuild

the walls of Jerusalem, according to Thy good plea

sure: thru -halt Tliu receive sacrifices of justice,

oblations, and holocausts. O great God! the people

i! to Thy inheritance and pr ! T
.iy

te:n:&amp;gt;! ;

at l- i&amp;lt;r,
&amp;lt;) L

&amp;gt;rd, disp &amp;gt;se our hearts that they be a

mitebk lodging-plftoe for Tli- Sleepov rered

liim whilst he v,a&amp;lt; thus praying: he slept, like an

other Jacob, on the stones until break &amp;gt;f day, when

awakened by his servant, he made an act of ador

tion to God, and pursued his homeward journ

Those who abound in the spirit of this world, bein^

incapable of feelings like these, and being ruled by

their passions, cannot conceive how the saints are so

sensitive to the interests of G &amp;gt;d s d-iry; but they

who know how good is the God of Israel to those of

upright heart, will find nothing in our details but

what they themselves have experienced on similar

occasions.

Owin^ to the rigorous prohibitions against any one

ing to hearken to him, the Saint s first labours in

Thonon seemed useless; sometimes he Avould cry

out in the middle of the town,
&quot; How long, O ye

children of men, will ye be hard of heart? how long

will ye love vanity and seek after \\&amp;lt; His la

bours, however, proved most profitable amongst the

soldiers garrisoned at Allinges. As the Centurion

was one of the first to believe in Christ, and as

Cornelius, a military man, was the first Gentile con-
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verted by St. Paul, so too did Francis gather the

first fruits of his mission by reforming the manners

of the soldiers belonging to the fortress. Our Lord

thus demonstrating that there is no state of life in

which man may not work out his salvation, and

seeming as if He would authorise the mission of the

Saint, by rendering it similar to that of His only

Son, and those of His apostles. His piety and zeal

gained him the confidence of all, especially of the

officers, of which he availed himself to win them

over to God, and to make His holy love reign in

them. He began by converting some Calvinists

attached to the garrison, and their conversion was so

complete, that they concurred with him in improving

the morals of their Catholic comrades.

Three vices then predominated in the army,

swearing, drunkenness and duelling. To remedy

these, Francis had recourse to the governor, explain

ing to him that he was rendering himself accessory

to the guilt of his dependants, by not opposing it, and

as swearing is held to be a grievous sin amongst

Catholics, he prevailed on him to issue a proclama

tion, imposing heavy penalties on any one who should

blaspheme the holy name of God, the Blessed Virgin,

or the saints, either at play, in conversation, or in

anger. Thus, swearing was soon put an end to,

though until now there was scarcely an individual

in the fortress who was not addicted to it. His next

attack was upon duels. It was the impious custom

of those days to settle all disputes by single combat

in some preconcerted place, but with a view to per

sonal security, the captain s leave was first obtained.

For some imaginary point of honour, for a slighting
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word, in fact, fr a men- trill*?, wi-re men continually

risking their lives, and often losing thorn, as if by
this they acquired as much glory as when they

exposed themselves for their prince and country m
the battle-tield. The Saint

s}&amp;gt;&amp;lt;&amp;gt;ke

so energetically

against this practice in his public di&amp;lt;r&amp;lt;&amp;gt;u. id in

private conversation with the Baron, that this brutal

folly, hitherto of almost daily occurrence, was quite

abolished. He clearly proved to the Baron that

duelling was forbidden by all laws, and o-imjun-d him

not to render himself guilty of sin, by h-aviniz the

soldiers at liberty to have recourse to it, for that it

was injurious to the country, to the sov nd

to his own conscience. His advice was implicitly

attended to, the officers were forbidden to allow

their men to fight a duel. The same zeal and the

same success attended his efforts to establish habits

of temperance amongst them.

The early historians of his life tell us that God

gave such a blessing to the apostolic labours of the

Saint at Allinge.% that the garrison was more like a

well-regulated monastery than the abode of a troop

of soldiers; yet, he exacted from them no practice

of piety, but such as were conformable to their state ;

never was there a spiritual guide who better under

stood how to regulate each one according to his

condition; his &quot;Introduction to a Devout Life,&quot; is

a good proof of this. He endeavoured to inspire

the troops with a holy fear of the divine judgments,

telling them that as their profession frequently

obliged them to expose their lives to danger, it was

of the highest importance that they should keep

themselves in such a state as would save them from
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dreading the consequences of a sudden death. These,

and similar maxims, seconded by his example, and

above all by his prayers, changed the soldiers into

new men. He filled their hearts with a sincere

piety, which so far from being incompatible with

valour, contributes to it, and gives it its brightest

lustre.

Thus, combining sweetness with rigour, the sim

plicity of the dove with the prudence of the serpent,
a condescending charity with a most ardent zeal,

he succeeded in an incredibly short space of time

in eradicating abuses and evil habits as deeply
rooted as they were prejudicial; and this to the

great admiration of the inhabitants of Thonon, who,
from neighbourhood, had much intercourse with the

fortress of Allinges.

One only task would not satisfy the magnanimous
zeal of our apostle; therefore, whilst he was thus

labouring amongst his soldiers, he did not desist

from his daily journey to preach the faith at Thonon.

From the first, some of the most bigoted were for

taking away the life of the new preacher, whilst

the more moderate satisfied themselves with des

pising his undertaking. They looked upon his

sermons as the effect of over zeal on the part of a

young missionary, who wished to give his partizans

a good opinion of his virtue ; adding that the flame

of his ardour would soon be extinguished by the

slight appearance of success, seeing that scarcely

any one deigned to go and hear him; besides, it was

hardly to be expected that his preaching would be

long tolerated in a town so totally opposed to his

religion; but the hour destined by God for the
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conversion of the Chablais came at last; and in vain

did Geneva and it- fa strive to check it with

their cabals and their calumnies. N -
; : C, no

counsels can hinder tin- it ion of that which the

Lord has d d. An omnipotent cause always

produces its effects; and this all the more infallibly,

the more its power and force accommodate them

selves to the freedom of the human heart.

The inhabitants of Thonon, were, indeed, deeply

prejudiced against tin- Saint; they had often heard

him d. seribed as a m.-rjHan, a seducer, a deceiver,

and a hypocrite; ncverthrle&amp;lt;s they could not ignore

his pietv, gentleness, invincible patience, and inde

fatigable zeal. The Calvinist ministers attribu; I

his every action to a secret ambition wh

sought its own ends, by ways most difficult it v*

true, but not less secure; but he despised their

calumnies, as much as if they in no way concerned

him. The prince s authority, of which he so little

availed himself, the innocence and simplicity of his

conduct, so completely opposed to anything like

human pretension, spoke highly in his favour, inso

much that the most obstinate looked upon him as a

saint. Moreover, the officers and soldiers of Ailing

in their frequent intercourse with Thonon, spoke

loudly of his virtues and noble qualities; whilst the

evident change in their manners was his best eulo-

gium, and went far towards removing the prejudices

of his enemies. The garrison of Allinges no longer

displayed that unbridled licence, in which hitherto

it had gloried; no more horrid oaths and blasphe

mies; no more duels to wrest souls from God, and

valiant subjects from the prince. On the contrary,
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the men were submissive to the laws, decorous in

speech, modest in behaviour, more exact in the

discharge of their various duties, because performed
from the purest and sublimes t of motives. Now
they followed the dictates of conscience, where

formerly they had been guided by human respect.
This unexpected change was a just subject of admi

ration
; the hand of the Most High visibly appeared

in it, whilst it created an esteem for the instrument

of which our Lord had made use to effect it. In

this manner did God dispose men s hearts in favour of

His servant, and open the path to the vast works

which he afterwards accomplished.

He himself perceived that the aversion of the

people was daily diminishing; they no longer strove

to shun his approach; therefore he thought he

might now venture to call at the houses of those

with whom he had occasionally exchanged a word;
that he might be able to come out his own way, he

was content to go in theirs. At first, his visits were

merely of civility and courtesy; he spoke upon
indifferent topics, anxious to habituate the people
to receive him. It must be owned there was some

thing enchanting in his manner, every one was

fascinated by his engaging sweetness; he had only
to speak, to win all hearts; whilst, on the contrary,

the imperious, harsh, and exacting manners of the

ministers, contrasted most vividly with, and tended

materially to exalt, his affability and meekness.

They never passed him without insulting and load

ing him with abuse, too offensive to be repeated

here; and this served equally to illustrate his

moderation (for he never betrayed the least emotion)
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and to acquire him the otcera of those who wit

nessed his patience, and the over ag pride of

lii-; opponents.

It was impossible for these visits to continue long

without re ( .Triii ir to the cause which had brought

him to the Chablais, well knowinir that In- was not

ne to the town merely to waste his tii II

availed himself of every opportunity to introduce

subject of religion. The sublime manner in

which he treated matters of controvn /mod for

him the reputation of being learned; then, by

his hearers became curious and dubi-us

and, lastly, anxious to be inform.-.!. This was pre-

~Ay what the Saint wanted. lie th-n exj)laii.

the mysteries of the catholic faith to them, in terms

so clear and convincing, that many of them began to

listen to him with delight, and even with profit.

By degrees, he drew over friends to himself, and

subjects to the church, till at length the whole of

the Chablais and the three Bailiwicks were con

verted ;
so that when he returned to Annecy from

this mission, he was able to say with truth, that he

left fewer heretics there, than he had found Catho

lics; and it is well known that on his arrival, he

found no more than seven or eight Catholics.

Xo eloquence could do justice to his humble

patience and his apostolic toil. As soon as his

mission began to fructify, he often delivered three

and four sermons in a day, first at Allinges, then at

Thonon, and then in the neighbouring villages;

submitting to all the inconveniences of these

journeys on foot, in a mountainous district, with

almost impassable roads; and he did all this at a
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time when he often had not more than eight or nine

persons in the congregation; this was particularly the

case in the parish church of Allinges, situated at

some distance from the fortress, and whither he used

to go and preach every day on his way to Thonon.

He did this for three years; and when we consider

the circumstances of time and place, such perseve
rance may well excite admiration. Sometimes he

only found two or three, and even only one old

woman in the church; nevertheless, he regularly
went there through the frost and snow of winter,

and the scorching heat of summer; finding as much

satisfaction, and preaching with as much zeal, as if

he had a numerous and very respectable audience.

As nature is apt to flag, when the number of his

hearers does not stimulate the energy of the

preacher, God was pleased to make known by the

following incident how useful his sermons were;

and that he ought not to spare himself even if but

few persons were present to hear him. On the

festival of St. Stephen, kept with solemnity at

Allinges, when the bell rang for the sermon, seven

individuals only made their appearance. The small-

ness of the number, so contrary to what he had

expected, surprised him, and he hesitated as to

whether it would be worth while to preach; but

reflecting that charity looks not to whether there be

few or many, and that Jesus had not disdained to

speak to a single Samaritan woman, he entered the

pulpit, and from the history of St. Stephen, took

occasion to treat of the invocation of saints, and to

show that reverence is due to them, as being the

friends of God. He next confuted the errors of the
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Calvinists on these points and completely shiver

the calumnies with which they n-ailed tin- Church.

Amongst his seven hearers, one of them was a pro
curator of Tlionon, recently converted by our S:iint.

Being but a neophyte in the faith, the devil ^tn&amp;gt; Ve

to excite stranare doubts in his mind with regard too O
this very subject. \V.i. :i fche M?rmon was over, this

man solemnly declared that he had aim nt made up
his mind to renounce Catholicity the next dav, and

return to the errors of Calvin in &amp;lt; ice of

these temptations; but that the provost, in his *

mon, had completely dispelled all his doubts, and

satisfied his mind as to tl 1 truth. When this

circumstance came to the knowledge of our Saint,

he returned thanks to (i . 1 t -r having inspired him

to touch on that subject; and, taught by the inci

dent, he made a firm resolution never to desist

from preaching, no matter how insignificant the

number of his hearers.

His congregation at Thonon was not more numer

ous; for a long time he was unable to speak at all,

and when he did begin, he could only make the

attempt in the public streets, for no one ventured to

go purposely to hear him, on account of the secret

prohibition already named. A regular plot was

formed among the townspeople; first in the consistorv

and then in the house of deputies, to prevent any
one from having intercourse with him, as we learn

from one of his o.vn letters written to Faber, in the

course of the second year of his mission. For a lon&amp;lt;*

time scarcely any came near him, but the Saint, who
knew that Jesus had shed His blood for every single

soul, never disdained to preach to whoever would.
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come to hear him; later in life, this was a source of

great consolation to him, and proved most advan

tageous to his cause, as the conversion of the whole

country clearly shows.

We may judge from one of his letters to a religious

man written about this time, what were his feelings

at thus finding his sermons so poorly attended: &quot;

It

would be sheer loss,&quot; he writes,
&quot; for any one else

who could produce more fruit elsewhere, to waste

his labour for nothing, as I do, who am only fit to

preach to the bare walls; for this is what often hap

pens to me in this town. This is the seventh month
since I began preaching here, and yet very often I

have not more than four or five Hugonots for my
audience.&quot;

CHAPTER VIII.

PREVENTS A DUEL. A CONFERENCE ITS RESULTS.

AFFAIRS were in this state when Almighty God

was pleased to facilitate to the Saint the means of

catechising those who from human respect did not dare

apply to him at Thonon. Zeal would not allow him

to spare himself in any way, even though it might

endanger his life; he learned by some means or other

that two gentlemen of his acquaintance were gone

into the country to fight a duel; he immedi

ately followed them, borne on the wings of charity,

hoping to hinder the sin against God, and the loss

perhaps of one or two souls ; he reached them at the

moment when their fury was at its height, and when
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deadly blows were being d :ivcn on both

sick-. Interference :?eemed little le&amp;gt;s than madness,

nor was there any prospect of the struggle ceaMi

until one. if not both the combatants, lay stretched

dead Upon the plain. Francis was rol.u-t ami airile, he

il;r two without being wound* d

by either, though at the risk of his life; having
succeeded so far, he

repr&amp;lt;
1 to them in vivid

terms the enormity of a crime condemned by all lav.

human and divine, as well as the evident danger &amp;lt;&amp;gt;f

dusting perdition to which they exposed them

selves for a mistaken point of honour; he engaged them

to grant mutual forgiveness, reconciled them on the

ind had the satisfaction of seeing them embrace

one another. But the grace which accompanied
the ministry of the Saint, operated still more pow

erfully in those two hearts it completely changed
them into new men, and both of them made a general

confession to him. One, who was particularly moved,
forsook the world, and retired to a country house

which he possessed in the neighbourhood of Thonon,
the sole remnant of a very large inheritance which

he had dissipated. Here, at a distance from those

objects which had well nigh caused the Joss of his

immortal soul, and for the sake of which he had

sacrificed his property, he reflected on the days he

had misspent, shedding floods of bitter tears over

the miserable time when he lived as if he had no

soul. Francis, who had won him to God and had

recommended this retirement, visited him everyday;
convinced that as fresh plants need more careful

culture, so newly-converted souls require more

assiduous direction, and that it is always dangerous

Private Use Only



176 S. FRANCIS DE SALE9.

to leave them to themselves. He instilled into his

heart the virtues of which he made profession, those

precisely which were most contrary to his predomi
nant passions, insomuch that he who was hitherto

vindictive, haughty, and choleric, became meek, hum
ble, and modest; it must be owned, however, that

he had to wage many a battle against himself and

his vices, which we may say were inveterate; for

the gentleman was already advanced in years; but

attention to the practice of the prescribed virtues,

together with the help of grace, and the direction

of the Saint, secured for him the virtues most oppo
site to his natural propensities, so completely as to

seem inherent in him; and few indeed could have

suspected the violence to which he momentarily sub

jected himself. He had long borne arms, and his

courage had gained him a very high reputation as a

man of honour; as such he was visited by all the

neighbouring nobility. On these occasions he spoke

in grateful terms of the grace whereby God had

brought him to a better mode of life, and of his

esteem for Francis, of whom God had made use to

withdraw him from his disorders. This excited a

desire in many of his friends to become acquainted

with the holy man, who gladly acceded to the pro

posal, and God Himself vouchsafed to bless it. From

thenceforward this house became the rendezvous of

those whose hearts were touched by divine grace.

Regular conferences were held, heretics assisting at

them. To proceed in due order, he began by show

ing that schism was one of the greatest evils; that

there never could be an indispensable reason for

separating ourselves fiom the Church; that this of
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If Avn* sufficient to condemn the author of it,

those who were d I by it, and those wh ti-

natelv adhered to it; that if I had impro-

]&amp;gt;erlv
and unreasonably separated themselves from

her communion, all those who had hitherto \ n\[

them, were now bound to return to her; that neither

the interests of friendship, threats, hopes, or aft&quot;

tion for tho^e whom tln-y locked upon as hivthren,

or respect for those who bore the name of
p;

could be sutlieient to dispense them from their pi

it obligation of returnin-j to tin- Catholic Church.

She was their mother, their a rs had lived and

died in her communion, from her tlu-v had receh

the sacred writings, baptism, tad education; in f..

many of them had been born, nursed, and brought

up in her bosom. lie added, that without speak i

of her extent, her antiquity, and her succession, (all

essential notes of the true Church,) lie would not

conceal from them that it was as impious to condemn

to eternal pains without cognizance of cause, t\\&amp;lt;

from whom they had received life, as it was unjust

to pronounce sentence against a Church to which

they were so much indebted, without hearing her in

her own defence. The Catholic Church might well

complain of being so unfairly accused of having

deteriorated the precious deposit of the faith, and of

having forsaken the religion of her fathers, depicting

her, as her enemies did, with such distorted features

as to render her hideous, insomuch that her own

children could scarcely recognise her for their mo
ther. He also told them that he was prepared to

justify her in terms so clear, that the least intelligent

of his hearers should understand and be able to

VOL. I. 14.
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decide on the merits of the case, that for this he had

only to explain the real doctrines which she teaches,

not those which her enemies impute to her.

This opening discourse, in itself so reasonable, was

listened to with deep attention, exciting in the

hearers a curiosity to know what the Church teaches.

The Saint taking advantage of this, went on to say

that the Church was accused of having fallen into

idolatry, and of giving to saints and images that

worship which is due to God alone; his hearers

must admit that these were the chief points on which

schism and heresy strove to justify their position.
&quot;

Well, then,&quot; resumed the Saint,
&quot; she requires no

less to justify the origin of the rebellions which have

cost so much blood, and have led to such fearful

consequences ; nevertheless, it is most certain that

the Church is not guilty on these heads; to be con

vinced of this, you have only to hear her real prin

ciples, as denned by herself, and not by her ene

mies.&quot; And he added, that as for himself, he was

ready to sign these truths with his own blood.

He declared these truths as follows. The Church

adores one only God, the Creator and Lord of all

creatures. According to her, this adoration consists

chiefly in believing with a constant, humble, and

submissive faith whatever He has been pleased to

reveal, in hoping for all blessings from Him, and in

loving Him above all things, as the sovereign, true,

and only good, the possession ofwhom suffices to make

us happy, and in looking on all created things, as finite

and dependant upon Him, and as owing their exis

tence to Him, and in condemning that abominable

impiety which would apply to any creature, DO mat-
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tor how excellent, the worship and adoration which

are due to God alone.

With ri irard to the mediation of Jesus Chri&amp;gt;t
;w

the Church so far from destroying it, publicly pro

fesses to owe all to it. According to her, there is

no life, no hope out of Jesus. Him does she ask,

and from Him does she look for every help; to Him

does she direct all her thanksgiving, centi-ring in

this Mediator between God and man, all her hopes

of salvation. Moreover, she teaches us that all sin

is forgiven entirely through the pure mercy and

merits of Jesus, from whom proceeds tin- jnstioe of

the just man by the Holy Ghost, professing it to be

due to a liberality wholly gratuitous; the good

works which we do are His gifts, because they pro

ceed from His grace. The life eternal is proposed to

the faithful, as a boon mercifully promised to the

merits of the Kedeemer of mankind, and as a re

ward to be assuredly given to whoever does well in

virtue of this promise. Upon the whole then, the

Church teaches that our good works are God s gifts,

depending on grace, having no other value than

that wl^ich is imparted to them by the merits of

our Saviour and Redeemer. Though we can do

nothing of ourselves, we can do all things in Him
who strengthens us; hence all our confidence must

be in Jesus.

The Calvinists were astonished at this explana

tion given by the Saint, so different from the lan

guage which their ministers ascribed to the Catholic

Church, which they incessantly accuse of giving to

creatures a worship which is only due to God; of

adding coadjutors to Jesus Christ, and thus dimin-
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isliing His sole mediation; of exalting free-will to

the prejudice of grace, and of weakening the satisfac

tion made by Christ, by teaching that good works

are necessary to salvation. But their astonishment

was materially increased when Francis added that

it was also the doctrine of the Catholic Church, that

Jesus Christ, God and man, was alone capable of

offering to God condign and sufficient satisfaction

for our sins, and that, in consequence of His infinite

dignity, the satisfaction was likewise infinite; that

when she ordains penance and satisfaction, it is not

with a view of supplying to the satisfaction already
offered by Christ, but rather to restrain men within

due bounds by just and reasonable penalties, to

repair in some degree the scandals given, to serve as

a salutary sort of discipline, and the like.

As they listened to these statements, his hearers

began to suspect that probably the Calvinists did

ascribe to the Catholic Church, dogmas which did

not belong to her, either because their ministers did

not exactly know their tenets, or, if known, that

they might have some private motives for adultera

ting them. They concluded moreover that he
#would,

with equal facility, justify his Church on other points

of controversy, and annihilate the calumnies raised

against her. But Francis, unwilling to overcharge
their memory at first, deferred the rest to another

conference. Thus ended the first, which was fol

lowed by several others, which all turned to the

honour of the Saint, and to the advantage of his

cause.

Such was the method of the Saint, and such it

ought to have been, according to the teaching of the
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divine, Aroop;i vix., not t &amp;gt;

-top confuting and

uiii j upon errors ami fal&amp;gt;e opinion!, which would

IM- an endless task, K-eau&amp;lt;e such disputes only lead

to confusion, at least, generally speaking; but, to

An at once to state the simple, naked truth;

; Iving to render it as clear as possible. Truth,

considered with relation to the intellect, possesses

quite power enough within itself to captivate, and

force an entrance, into the mind, when propo-. d

in its native simplicity. In this art, our Saint \.

peculiarly gifted; and us lie used the talent entru&amp;gt;

to him to such good purpose, he impressed the

articles of faith so thoroughly on the soul, that

greater clearness could not possibly be desired.

CHAPTER IX.

CONVERSION OF A GKXTLF.MAN*. FRANCIS WRITES ON

THE MYSTERIES OF RELIGION.

A GREAT diversity of opinion arose amongst the

preachers, as soon as it became known in Geneva,

Thonon, and through the Chablais, that these con

ferences were held at the house of the gentleman

before alluded to; especially when they heard the

manner in which the Saint explained the chief

points of controversy. Some said that this inter

course with the Calvinists had taught him better

principles; and that probably in time, he would

himself embrace the religion which he was come to

exterminate. Others pretended that he had not

faithfully interpreted the doctrines of catholicity,
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and that his teaching would be censured by his own

body as soon as it came to light; whilst others, and

the greater number too, were of opinion that his

eagerness to make proselytes, and gain credit with

his party, had induced him to falsify his doctrines,

and assimilate them as much as possible with those

of the reformed; declaring that he would not dare to

maintain in public, what he had advanced in private

in presence of witnesses already partially gained, or

at least favourable to his cause.

It would seem strange (though really true) that

none of their most learned ministers were acquainted
with the real doctrine of the Church, and that they
should have refused to accept as Catholic doctrine

that which was taught by the Saint; unless, indeed,

they dissimulated in pure malice. Certain it is that

their ignorance and spite was the chief hindrance to

the people s return to the bosom of the Church
;

for

had they sincerely wished for peace, the mere study
of our principles would have led them to agree with

us; and in coming over themselves, they would

have brought their straying flocks with them.

Francis being informed of what was said of him,

thought that silence on his part might be misinter

preted to the prejudice of his cause, and therefore

he determined to reply. He published a work, in

which with his usual mildness, he stated that he

could not alter the doctrines of the Church, or fal

sify his own sentiments without failing in fidelity

to his ministry and to his own private character.

That the manner in which he had lived amongst

them, ought to give a better idea of him, and of his

good faith; that in truth he most ardently desired

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



S. FR \XCIS DR SALES. 183

their return to the Catholic Church; but this desire

would never be able to make a liar of him, or induce

him to use unlawful means for the attainment of his

object; that lie had expounded Catholic doctrine,

not according to his own opinion, or the opinions of

any particular doctor; but according to the rules

laid down by the holy council of Trent, which sinvly
could not be accused of ignorance, in not knowing
the real doctrines of the Church, there represented;

or of malice in falsifying them. Still less could the.

Church be reproached with not following her own

dogmas, tinoe it was precisely for so doing that she

incurred the aver-ion of the Protestants. Neither

could it be asserted that he had not explained the

articles of the Catholic Faith with all possible fidelity

and exactitude. On the contrary, it was for them

to own that they did not know those doctrines as

they really are, or else they had represented them

so unfaithfully, because it suited their interests to

conceal the true features of the Church. Jn a word,

they were so anxious to believe her the horrible

figure which they represented her to be, that they
were unwilling to acknowledge her identity when

placed before them in all her own fair beauty and

proportions. How was it, that the more he strove

to display her in her native purity, the more perti

naciously did they declare that he was changing her

doctrines; even going so far as to imagine that he

was leaning towards their party, when he was only

endeavouring to undeceive them, and remove their

erroneous opinions?

This discourse served as a preface, and was to be

followed up by the true doctrines of the Church,
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upon those articles chiefly contested by heretics,

when he quoted the passages in council of Trent, to

leave them no chance of accusing him of adultera

ting its expressions, and of thus exciting the disap

probation of his own party. For the sake of brevity,

we omit here all that he wrote on the invocation of

saints, and of the veneration due to images and

relics, merely remarking that none of his opponents

ventured to contradict him, for he had expressed him

self equally ready to justify the Church with the same

sure evidence on all other controverted points, and

that he was ready to do so either by conferences or

in writing, whichever the Calvinist ministers pre

ferred. He concluded by requesting that they all

would read his work with the same spirit of charity

in which he presented it to them. But the preach
ers had no such kindly intentions. Confounded at

finding him publish doctrines which they declared

he could never teach but in private; they neverthe

less shunned meeting him in disputation. Convinced

that their cause would be essentially weakened if

the meetings at the gentleman s house continued,

for they were daily attended by increasing numbers,

the heretics revived their former calumnies, accus

ing him of magic, of being a deceiver, and a hypocrite,

who disturbed the public peace by desseminating .

false doctrine. They moreover contrived a plan for

the assassination of the gentleman at whose house

the conferences were held, fancying that so terrible

an example would deter others from contracting

intimacy with Francis. They had some difficulty

in finding a proper person to play the part of the

assassin, till at length one of his own relatives, a
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Calvinist, Minded by ft !*
undertook the task.

Tl,
j llllt that

the LM-ntleman gained information of it. He v

Wanted to stand on hi- iruard, and to Lave MtisUn

at hand in case of a^ault ;
and that as In- had

friends i-n.ai Ldi to come forward in his defmce,

],c had better avail him&amp;gt;elf of their good oilir.

P.iit the- -rntleman replied that if the Calvin I DM

unattended, extra succour would be unn

as he was still able to defend himself; and that if he

brought followers with him, there would then be

time enough to take other IIH-;IMUV&amp;lt; ot d- - On

the following day, the relative in question made his

appearance in the mo&amp;gt;t friendly manner, as if for a

day s amusement; he was alone, and armed with

his sword only. The Catholic received him with his

usual courtesy, and they spent the day together;

the Calvinist making no evil attempt whatever,

either because he saw no favourable opportunity, or

that remorse checked him in the commit* &amp;gt;n of a

crime so unworthy of a man of his rank. The next

morning, the Catholic wishing to deal fairly with

him, invited him to take a long walk. The two

went out unaccompanied, and when they reached

the open country where there was no danger of

interruption, the Catholic let him know how well he

was informed of his intentions. In great confusion,

the heretic changed colour, and became almost petri

fied; but the other re-assured him, telling him that

if the so-called reformed religion taught the assas

sination of relatives and friends, the Catholic faith

obliged its votaries to love their mortal foes, accord

ing to the teaching and example of Jesus Christ.
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Having said this, he cordially embraced him, and

thus completely confounded him. He acknowledged
his diabolical purpose, implored pardon, and pro
tested that from thenceforward he would find no

friend more faithful, no relative more affectionate

than himself; nor was this all; the time of mercy
was come for this gentleman ; grace began to work

in his heart, and he who had been more zealous

than Saul, and a more fierce persecutor of the

Church, requested to be introduced to Francis, whose

conversation completed what the good example of

the Catholic gentleman had begun. The Calvinist

abjured his errors, and became more ardent in de

fence of the faith, than he had formerly been in

defence of Calvinism. This conversion alarmed the

whole country. He was known to be so furious a

partizan of the sect, that he would have gone

through anything to maintain it; and they could

not conceive how he had thus suddenly passed from

one extreme to the other. Many persons, ignorant

of the grace with which God encouraged the labours

of the Saint, publicly affirmed that he had been

gained over by promises, whilst others asserted that

he had been bribed with a good round sum of monev.
t/

But sensible men looked on these reports as mere in

ventions of the ministers to discredit the holy man
;

for how was it to be supposed that he had considera

ble sums to throw away or to promise, since it was

notorious that the mission was carried on at his own

expense; and that the alms which he distributed

amongst the poor, often left him without the bare

necessaries of life for himself.

Great as was the commotion which such a conver-
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sion occasioned in Geneva and the neighbourhood,

it was Dualled by that which followed the publica

tion of hi work, where he justilk-d tin- manner in

which the Church proclaimed her own doctrines;

nor was it an easy task to contradict him, for, to do

it successfully, his adversary nm&amp;gt;t have :-hi.wn either

that the Council of Trent knew not the doctrhn- .,f

the Church, or that Francis had changed them, or

that he had misquoted the decrees of the Council,

or that the Church did not adhere to them; asser

tions which it was so impossible to substantiate,

that the Calvinists did not even attempt to adduce

them, though their silence was lowering them essen

tially in the opinion of their people. Silence seemed

to betray the weakness of their arguments; conse

quently greater numbers began to attend the sermons

of our Saint, conversions became more numerous

and these no longer in private as before, but openly,

the Saint meeting with ready listeners in the streets

and public places. Friends brought their friends to

him, parents their children, masters their servants;

even the country people came to Thonon expressly

to assist at his sermons, to the inexpressible rage of

the ministers. Fearing that in progress of time all

the people would be for following Francis, they

often consulted together, like the Scribes and Phari

sees, saying, &quot;What shall we do? This man

worketh many signs.&quot;
As yet, they did not think

that they could safely make any attempt upon his

life, because the new Catholics, looking upon him as

their father who had regenerated them by the word

of God, were most zealous in watching for his pre

servation. But at length, passion so completely
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blinded them, that they resolved to try and assas

sinate him, although they well knew the risks to

which they would be exposing themselves. Thanks

to the protection which Almighty God held over the

Saint, who sought nothing but the divine glory,

all their nefarious schemes proved abortive, as will

be seen in the following chapter. God would not

permit the heretics to make a martyr of him, whom
He had destined for an apostle.

CHAPTER X.

DANGERS TO WHICH THE SAINT WAS EXPOSED.

ALTHOUGH the labours of the apostolate cost

Francis so much, they seemed as mere trifles to him

in comparison with the consolation he received from

the frequent conversions of Calvinists. But in the

meantime hell slumbered not; on the contrary, it

made vast efforts to hinder the progress of the faith.

If the ministers ventured not to reply to his writings,

at least they endeavoured to vilify him, proclaiming

him a seducer, an enchanter, a magician ; affirming that

he received nightly instructions as to what he was to

attempt in the day. One Calvinist more daring than

the rest swore that he had seen him distinctly in the

nightly assemblies of the magicians; and that he

would consent to be hung and quartered, if some of

their countersigns or marks were not discovered on

the body of Francis. On the popular mind, which is

like a beast with many heads, these calumnies pro

duced various effects; generally speaking, to the
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disadvantage of the Saint; ninny concluding that if

such really \vas the case, they ought, at all costs, to

put an end to the life of this disturber of the public

ice; and that he who would inflict the bl&amp;lt;

ought to be richly rewarded, as doin-jr an act plr;

ing to God, and serviceable to his country. The

holy man was informed of all these rumours by his

friends. He listened to th-m with a smile, and

making the sign of the cross, said,
li

l&amp;gt;t-h..ld all my
incantation! AVith this siirn I hope to conquer hull,

not to form a compact with if. With this siirn I

humble the devil-, expel storms from the atmoaphere;

and with it do I preserve myself from all nocturnal

rs. Armed with this sign I fear nothing that

men can attempt against me; even though I saw

an army drawn up in array against me; in this si

would I hope. If the ministers wish to work the

same wonders that I do, let them come to me, and I

will teach them how to do so by the power of the

holy cross.
1

To effect their purpose, diabolical as it was, the

ministers bribed two unprincipled men with the pro

mise of a large sum of money, paying down part of

it at once, and pledging themselves to give the rest

as soon as the homicide should be effected. One

evening, then, when Francis had been detained at

Thonon by business which prevented his return to

Allinges, he retired as usual to his room, and had

spent the greater part of the night in prayer and

study, when all at once he heard a noise as of arms,

followed by the sound of subdued voices. He at

once guessed the real state of the case, and after

taking counsel with God, he concluded that he ought
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to imitate the conduct of our Lord, who went forth

to meet His enemies at a time when His Father had

decreed His death, but who hid Himself from the

Jews till that hour had come. Francis therefore

slipped aside, and no sooner had he done so than his

chamber door was forced open. When his enemies

found him absent, they imagined him to be at the

house of some Catholic giving instructions, or else

that he was in attendance on the sick. Annoyed at

the failure of their scheme, they retired, not th ink

ing it safe to remain long in the house, because the

magistrates were obliged openly to afford protection

to the Saint if requested, though in secret they did

their utmost to thwart his designs.

His deliverance from this danger revived and aug
mented his confidence in God, though at the same

time it strengthened the idea of his being a magician,
for when it became known that he actually was in

the house at the very moment his life was sought,
it was said that he must have rendered himself invi

sible. Such may have been the case, as some histo

rians of his life remark, but if so, it can only have

happened by divine power, certainly not by demo

niacal agency.
The Baron of Hermance was informed of the plot,

and used every means to discover the offenders, but

all the witnesses were accomplices, and therefore it

was impossible to ascertain the truth. The Saint

was the only person who could have given the infor

mation, (for he had recognised some of the intru

ders,) but so far from it, he even tried to per

suade the governor against endeavouring to discover

them.
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The assassins, however, deemed it as dangerous us

it was ignominious to suffer him to live after the

failure of such an attempt, they therefore secreted

theniM-lves in the foiv-t through which he would

to on his ivturn to Allingrs, to surprise him tlu-re;

the Catholics, suspicious of foul play, insisted on

accompanying him, at least for that evening, although

the Saint protested that he mv-l.-d no other pro

tection than that of heaven. NUit came on before

he quitted Thonon, and scarcely had he entered the

wood than he was assailed by two armed im-n, who

fell upon him with a volley of abuse. The Saint 1

neither his courage nor his self-possession; he strictly

forbade those who accompanied him to use their

weapons; and then, with the sweetness and dignity

which graced his every action, he thus accosted the

miscreants: &quot; You are mistaken, I should imagine,

since you are attacking a pprson who not only never

injured you, but who would even readily give his

life for
you.&quot;

These words acted as a talisman,

wresting the arms out of their hands, and the malice

out of their hearts; they cast themselves at his feet,

implored pardon, and declared that from thencefor

ward they would on all occasions prove themselves

his faithful servants. Francis raised them from the

ground, tenderly embraced them, and advised them

to quit the place, in order to escape the researches of

the governor, who would be less favourable to them

if they fell into his hands. They who had followed

the Saint, attributed the sorrow of the others to

the annoyance they felt at having been defeated in

their purpose by the intervention of his friends; so

far from consenting to their flight, they insisted on
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conveying them to Allinges, and surrendering them

to the discretion of the Baron. Roland, the Saint s

servant, urged this most warmly, saying that unless

something was done on the present occasion, they

would be daily exposed to such assaults; but the

holy man, in a tone of authority, insisted on their

being set at liberty, and forbade his followers to

speak of the affair. Roland, however, could not

possibly obey ;
he immediately informed the governor,

who, convinced that it would not be proper to leave

such a flagrant delinquency unpunished, committed

within sight of the fortress and in contempt of his

authority, sent a detachment in pursuit of the

wretched men. Francis exerted his influence so

effectually, for the Baron could deny him nothing,

that ultimately the affair was allowed to drop, and

the assailants were left unharmed.

The Saint had hitherto refused an escort, saying

that he desired no other termination to his life, than

that which God had appointed that he was in His

hands, and that nothing could be more glorious to

him than to receive death in defence of the Catholic

cause; that it was for heresy to plant its errors Avith

weapon in hand, but that Catholics, on the contrary,

ought to use no other arms than those prescribed

by the apostle, namely, the inspired writings. Our

forefathers had no escort, no guards, when they went

about preaching, quite satisfied to have God on their

side; such, too, was his own wish, but from this

time the governor would absolutely insist on a few

soldiers following him at a distance, though Francis

tried every means to avoid it.

But if the holy man was thus intrepid in the
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midst of enemies, his parents and friends were much
alarmed on hi account. The Count of Sales above

all ll-ured for the safety of his .SDH, and wiote to

entreat him to abandon an enterprise which it was

quite evident to him, would only be carried into

effect by the roar of artillery; he insisted that fur

ther perseverance would be sheer obstinacy, that his

,1 might find lull occupation in catholic eountri

without toiling to no purport, and with great risk,

in heretical provinces; that he need not expect to

convert the Chablais, and that even if lie did

convert it, the expense of maintaining it catholic

was out of the question in the then state of the

royal exchequer, exhausted as it was bv war. From
these and other similar reasons he concluded that it

was his duty to return to Savoy, and he ordered

him to do so. Francis answered this letter by tell-

in j; him that the crown was only promised to per

severance, and that he was determined to pursue the

undertaking, hoping that this light tribulation would

lead to an immense weight of glory, and thus his

labours would by no means prove so useless.

Finding that his letters could not restore his son

to him, he repaired to the Bishop, and in a state of

great excitement complained to him that he had sent

his eldest son like a lamb in the midst of wolves,

and that though he should deem himself happy to

have saints in his family, he preferred their bein^

confessors to martyrs; he urged that enough had
now been done, and, in fine, said all that could be

dictated by a love which feared, and by a fear that

loved. The worthy old prelate strove to convince

him that the honour of his son would be compro-
VOL. I. 13.
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mised if the undertaking were now abandoned, espe

cially as there was every prospect of reaping the

fruit of his past labours. But as nothing could

pacify the Count, he promised to satisfy his wishes

in every way short of issuing a positive command.

He determined, therefore, on giving Francis a suc

cessor in the mission, and wrote to inform him of his

motives for so doing, asking his advice as to the per

son to be selected ; yet feeling quite convinced that

scarcely any one else would be able to extirpate

heresy from the Chablais, since there were but few

men who could be compared with our Saint.

The Count of Sales moreover engaged the Presi

dent Faber, the great friend of Francis, to write to

him, and endeavour to persuade him to return to

Savoy, seeing that the mission did not advance as

might have been expected.

This series of importunities compelled the Saint

to answer, that report, which usually betrays the

truth, had magnified the dangers to which they im

agined him to be exposed, and lessened the success

which God had accorded to his toils; the former

were by no means as great as they were represented,

nor was the number of heretics already converted,

and on the point of conversion, so small as was sup

posed ; but even supposing the former to be greater,

and the latter less, he should deem all his time and

labour well bestowed, had he only converted one

single soul. Christ Himself, with His miraculous

powers, did not convert more than five hundred per

sons during the three years of His preaching, and

the Church, which afterwards became so extensive,

spreading all over the world people flocking to her
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in crowds was at first composed only of these; so

true it is, that our judgment of a work must not

depend on the mere promptitude of its success.

Almighty God demands labour from His ministers,

reserving the glory of success to Himself; neither

did He say to His ap -tl&amp;lt;-s,

&quot; Go and convert,&quot; but,
* Go and teach;&quot; consequently, nothing should in

duce him to forsake his mission, unless the authority
of his prelate should decide that it was beymul his

strength; and that as for giving him the support of

other workmen, ami die preparing thin.
-.-ssary to

this purpose, it seemed to him something like a ta^k

which has neither beginning nor end. He exhorted

the Hishop on no account to lose courage, consider

ing the promises which our Lord has made to those

who trust in Him. Although nothing but unplea
sant and alarming objects as yet appeared, this very
circumstance obliged them all the more to raise their

eyes frequently to their heavenly country, to which

Elias was not conveyed otherwise than in a whirl

wind. He was well aware that many things would

be needed for the maintenance of the faith in the

Chablais, when restored, but that they were not so

numerous nor so arduous as to be insurmountable,

that he had already formed his own projects, which

he trusted would be approved of by the prince and

by the bishop, because they were of such a nature

as not to be burthensome either to the people or the

duke
;

that being on the spot, he was able to see

things as they were; and certainly there was every
reason to hope that in a short time Almighty God

would afford an ample blessing on the seed already

sown. By the private persuasions of the governor
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and the Catholics, many Calvinists attended his ser

mons; and that he should continue to preach,

exhort, and unfold catholic doctrine with all pa

tience, in spite of all the prohibitions of the consis

tory and council of Thonon. It was true to say,

much prudence was necessary; they intended, how

ever, to introduce the service of the mass without

delay,
&quot; in order to prove to our enemies that we

find courage in those very things which they might
suppose would deprive us of it.&quot;

It was in these terms that the holy man replied

to his Bishop, to his father, and to Faber
;
to the

latter especially, he confidentially opened his heart,

and gained him over to his side; hence, so far from

dissuading him from his purpose, he encouraged him
to pursue it, and endeavoured to console the good
Count of Sales; writing to him, and telling him

that present success was an augury of future victory,

but that even if the undertaking failed, the recom

pense would not on that account be diminished,

since it is the characteristic of God to remunerate,

riot the fruit derived from the labours of His ser

vants, but the labours themselves. The Count of

Sales was very much consoled by all these sugges

tions, though not altogether reassured with regard
to the safety of his son, and, to compel his return

home, he issued a positive prohibition against any one

sending him succour, either of money or of other

necessaries; in consequence of which Francis would

often have been reduced to great straits if his

pious mother had not secretly furnished him with

money, clothes, clean linen, &c., contriving to send
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his brother Lewi-? with these tiling, though under

tlie pretext of different little excursions.

In the meantime, a report of the intruded assassi

nation of Francis spread far and wide, and produced

ju&amp;gt;t
the effect which iniurlit have been expected in

minds not entirely blinded by prejudice; people

_
rau to say to each other,

tk
If the ministers are

able to answer him, why have recourse to such vio

lent measures? The use of such means is a con

vincing proof of the weakness of their cause; it

seems strange that, close to the gates of Geneva, the

very centre of Calvinism, one man should dare attack

all the minister-, and that none of them should ven

ture to defend the common cause; it will be impos

sible to believe the ministers, even on their word,

if they thus give us occasion to distrust them. If

Francis is teaching error, why are they silent?

Way not come and convict him?&quot; These reflections

proved most serviceable to Catholicity, and induced

many to address themselves to the Provost of Geneva,

and ultimately led them to the Church.

\Ve will conclude this chapter by relating an inci

dent which plainly shows how visibly God protected

the holy man. It is related in the Jubilee year of

the Visitation Order, by a converted heretic, who

declared on oath, that he had pledged his word to

carry the head of Francis either to Berne or to

Geneva, that three different times he had placed

himself in his path for the express purpose of killing

him, but that on every occasion his gun had missed

fire, though one of the best in the canton, and though

he had loaded it with every possible precaution. He

likewise declared that he and others had often
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attempted to waylay him, but invariably missed

sight of him, although it was known that he had

traversed the very path where they were on the

watch for him. So true it is that the hand of sinners

is powerless against the just, when, confiding in the

Lord, they are protected by Him.

CHAPTER XI

FRANCIS ESTABLISHES HIMSELF AT THONON.

THE number of converts at Thonon increasing-

sufficiently to form a moderate parish, the holy man

thought it was now time to go and reside there, and

accordingly made the proposal to the Baron of Her-

mance. He said that this was the only way of

sparing himself the daily journey of two full French

leagues, over a very rough road and through all

sorts of weather. The hours thus spent in walking

to and fro, would then be more profitably spent for

the benefit of the Catholics, that, when living in the

town, a thousand favourable opportunities might

offer which were lost by his residence at a distance ;

that, if any of his Catholics died in the night, it

would be a source of bitter regret to him not to have

been able to assist them at the moment of, perhaps,

their greatest danger; that the day was too short to

give instructions to all who applied for them; be

sides, there were some who, like Nicodemus, could

not persuade themselves to visit him by day, but

who would have no difficulty of doing so by night.

The Baron, extremely unwilling to be separated
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from him in this manner, replied, that by settling

in Thonon, he would be exposing himself t jrreat

a risk, and trusting too much to the CalvinUts his

inveterate foes; having already attempted his assas

sination by day, they would be still bolder by night ;

that the parties were as yet too unequal; conse

quently, the Catholics would be unable to protect

him; that, as the Duke of Savoy had taken him

under his protection, any assault upon him would be

an attack on the royal authority, would necessitate

reprisals, and perhaps lead to tl: t ruction of

Thonon, whereas, by temporizing a little, matters

would mend. The liaron also adduced various mo

tives of policy, such as the vicinity of Geneva and of

the Swiss, with whom a rupture would just then

inconvenient, the affair of the Murquisate of Saluzzo

being still pending. But Francis, who had aban

doned his life in the hands of Providence when he

took up the mission of the Chablais, promised to act

so circumspectly as to occasion no disaster. The

Baron, therefore, to spare the holy man his daily

laborious journey, and being well assured of his

meekness, prudence, and discretion, gave his consent

to his establishing himself in Thonon, though to his

own very great regret, well knowing how much the

garrison of Allinges would suffer by his absence.

The governor wrote again to the magistrates,

recommending the person of the Provost to their

especial care, declaring that they themselves should

be answerable for any insult offered to him, seeing

that their office obliged them to prevent disorder.

The Saint took up his quarters in the town, lodg

ing at the house of a pious widow, named Jane
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du Foug; she was warmly attached to the whole

family of Sales, particularly Francis, who had

already been in the habit of repairing to her house

to take his meals, or when he wished to study. In

gratitude for her favours, as well as from a feeling
of respect, our Saint used familiarly to call her

mother, whilst she on her part treated him as a

son. It would be impossible to describe the delight
of the Catholics, whose affection and esteem he had

won; they looked upon him as an apostolic man,

replenished with grace and power, wholly divested

of self-interest, with no other care but the glory of

God and their salvation. Francis was deficient in

none of those duties which charity or his own pecu

liar ministry could require. Assiduous in cultivat

ing this new vineyard of the Lord, he devoted his

whole day to labour; visiting the sick, instructing

neophytes, and holding conferences, whilst his nights

were spent in prayer, study, hearing confessions, and

the like, allowing but a very small part of the night

to sleep. His manners and his words were so well

regulated as to sustain his teaching, and his doctrine

perfected what his example began.

As his mode of life was truly apostolic, so did

God bless it with the same favours as He bestowed

on the mission of the apostles; in effect, the little

church of Thonon bore a close resemblance with

nascent Christianity. The same charity reigned

amongst the faithful, the same zeal, and the same

purity of manners. The pastoral solicitude of the

Saint was not satisfied with the mere abjuration of

error; he required a corresponding change of man

ners, that, where sin had once abounded, grace
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nii^ht still more abound; and God so far favouredo

him, as to correct their In-art s at the same time

that He enlightened their mind-.

Nothing seemed to open the eyes of the heretics

so much as the succour and us&amp;gt;i&amp;gt;tanee afforded to

the poor and to the sick; Francis spent almost all

that lie had lor his own subsistence upon them, even

depriving himself of bare necessaries: &amp;lt;&amp;gt;i ien and often

did he endure hunger that he might nourish others;

and despoiled himself to clothe the naked, gladly

sufler ing the privations of poverty to relieve the

poor; he was perpetually appealing to the charity

of his parents and friends, for means wherewith to

relieve the needy, and in effect he frequently re

ceived considerable subsidies, though to his charity

they seemed but scanty. The Catholics in the

country so well seconded his zeal, that many of them

materially reduced their own expenditure, to bestow

their savings on the poor. The Countess of Sales

also sent him considerable sums, like a generous

mother and nurse as she was to the poor.

The heretics were confounded, whilst the Catho

lics were strengthened by the many proofs he gave

of his zeal for divine worship and the salvation of

souls. The mission had now reached its second year,

and the winter was intensely severe; yet the saint

went regularly every morning to say Mass in the

church of St. Stephen, belonging to the neighbour

ing village of St. Marin, not yet venturing to cele

brate in Thonon. He had to pass the river Durance,

over which was an old stone bridge, in so ruinous a

condition as to be impracticable. For the conveni

ence of foot-passengers a plank had been thrown
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across the stream; and this, as we have related on

another occasion, he was obliged to pass on his hands

and knees, as the only chance of crossing the slip

pery board in safety. On reaching the river s edge,

he would make the sign of the cross, and then

calmly venture upon a risk involving nothing less

than his life. Those who witnessed it were utterly

astonished; and it was spoken of through the coun

try, and materially raised him in the estimation of

the people, who well knew that their own ministers

were incapable of such an act
;

for they always had

an eye to their own interests, and dearly loved the

comforts of this world. Restrained as he was in the

discharge of his ministerial functions, so great was

his moderation, that he preferred exposing his life to

danger, rather than endanger the mission by preci

pitation in introducing religious solemnities before

his party was sufficiently numerous.

When he had to impart the last rites of the

Church to the sick and the dying, being unable to

carry the Blessed Sacrament publicly, he carried it

in a little silver box suspended round his neck. He

gave notice by pre-determined signs to the faithful;

walked along with a more serious and recollected

air, wrapped up in his cloak, and saluting no one as

he passed. All this was sufficiently intelligible to

the Catholics, who followed him on these occasions

to the houses of the sick, where they could with full

liberty adore their Lord. One day he met Claude

Marin, the Duke s Fiscal Advocate, who noticed the

unusual gravity of the Saint, but Francis whispered

in his ear, &quot;Do not be surprised at what you see; I

have with me the King of kings and Lord of lords;
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some other time we will talk of busings; at present

be content to withdraw, and do not accompany inc.&quot;

It would be more easy to conceive than to describe

his sentiments on these occasions; the tears which

rolled from his eyes betrayed the burning aiiVrtion

of his heart, in the secrecy of which he exclaimed:

Now rule, O Lord, and reign in the midst of Thine

enemies&quot; then entering
1

still more deeply into himself,

he said with the prophet, &quot;The sparrow has her

home, and the turtle-dove a nest wherein to nurse

her young. O Queen of heaven, chaste Dove, h&quot;\v

is it possible that your only Son has chosen my
bosom for His nest? \Vith truth may I now :-

My beloved to me, and I to Him; sin- ll- is now

pleased to dwell on my breast. In a word, a man

who could find devotion in everything must surely

overflow with tenderness of heart, and have his

mind illuminated when bearing in his arms, as we

may say, the King of glory.

Spring aprain came round, when the Saint preached

his second Lent at Thonon; but this was not suffi

cient for his zeal; he used to go forth and sow the

seed of the divine word in the neighbouring villages.

The eloquence, learning, and piety with which he

preached raised the curiosity of the most obstinate,

as the following extract from one of his letters to his

friend Faber will show. &quot; I am beginning to have

an ample and delightful prospect of the coming har

vest. The Lord of Avulle and the Comptrollers of

Thonon came almost publicly to hear me yesterday.

As I intended preaching on the subject of the Holy

Eucharist, they were curious to hear the Catholic

doctrine on this point. Those who dared not openly
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be seen (having taken an oath to the contrary), lis

tened to me from a private spot, if at least my voice

was able to penetrate so far. I have gone still fur

ther; having promised in my next sermon to prove
our doctrine by Scripture, and to justify it by such

convincing arguments that none of our adversaries

shall be able to deny it, or to deny that they them

selves have been blinded by the darkness of error.

They well know that this bold proposition is a chal

lenge to disputation, which they cannot decline with

out damaging their reputation. It would indeed

betray the weakness of their cause, should they
shrink from encountering the least one amongst the

Catholics. The affair is safe; if they venture upon
a discussion, it is possible that they may yield. I

am told by the Advocate Ducrest that the magis

trates of Thonon, in full council assembled, have

come to the resolution of presenting their confession

of faith in writing; that we may familiarly discuss

amongst ourselves the differences existing between

the two creeds; and that when some of them wanted

the minister to accept this embassy and bring us the

manuscript, the others would not consent, pleading

their ignorance of philosophy, and saying that they

should be unable to combat scholastic subtleties.

Thus the matter rests; they dare not combat, ex

cepting through the Yicar, whilst our little troop is

a sad annoyance to them. With cheerfulness and

hope I wait to see whether they will meet me, feel

ing (thanks to our good Lord) full of courage.&quot;

Faber answered this letter, encouraging him to

persevere, antecedent advantages giving so much

room to hope. In the meantime the best informed
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persons expected that the ministers of the Chal&amp;gt;lais

would agree to hold a disputation, and would cull in

the aid of their neighbours, rather than hazard th- ir

reputation by a silence discreditable to their sect.

1 . it they no longer 1ound it so easy to accuse the

Church of teaching lal&amp;gt; n.tr, still less to

convict her, as formerly, when her pastors, for the

Hi ist part ignorant and negligent, had neither talent

n.r spirit to defend her. The Calvinists felt now

how dangerous it was to dispute with such a man

Francis, so learned and so exemplary ;
wi. h&amp;gt;-re-

tofore they could easily seduce a people whose eler

were frail in morals, timid, and self-interested, and

who, scarcely knowing the principles of the faith,

were incompetent to resist the calumnies with wh

the heiv-iu:
&amp;gt;ught

to blacken her. It was this

which so materially favoured the progress of Calvin

ism, which began to decline as soon as there was

some one to assail it, as well as to defend the Truth.

CHAPTER XII.

FRANCIS PROPOSES A CONFERENCE. THE MINISTERS

AGREE, AND THEN EVADE IT. CONVERSION AND

DEATH OF ONE OF THEM.

THE ministers were confounded when they saw

that in spite of their prohibitions against the people

having any intercourse with the Saint, not only

did they go to hear him, but that numerous con

versions were the consequence. They feared that

these would multiply unless some opposition were
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made. They began to consider the best means of

preventing it, and various were the expedients pro

posed. Some were for forwarding their confession

of faith to the provost, and then to hold an amicable

conference with him upon it; others suggested that

Viret, the Minister of Thonon, a man much re

spected by his party, should discuss the contro

verted points with Francis; others approved of the

discussion, but said that Viret should be seconded by
other ministers, because the provost (as Viret himself

admitted) was an excellent rhetorician, and possessed

the art of puzzling any one who was not well versed

in logic. To these varied opinions were added other

difficulties in execution for instance, How to draw

up the confession of faith, as the Calvinists had

never been able to arrange a formula which had

satisfied all ? nor did they agree about it themselves.

To trust the dispute to Viret alone would be risk

ing too much, considering the ability of the Saint,

his skill in controversy, and his wonderful self-com

mand; hence, however much he might be insulted

in dispute, his passions were so completely subdued,

that he never lost sight of his subject, and in this

respect alone, possessed an immense advantage over

his opponents; finally, if Viret was to have asso

ciates, what an honour this would be to Francis,

since it was a tacit avowal of his superiority. It

was said, that his reputation was too high already,

and ought not to be increased by a public disputa

tion, when the spectators would be numerous, and

when a report of the proceedings would be circu

lated through the country. As each expedient was

proposed, difficulties presented themselves, and the
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congress broke up without coming to any decision,

as it is generally the MM in meet ings whore most of

the people are of equal authority; andwheiv ra.-h

one would have his individual opinion to prevail,

where none are willing to yield,
and where no one

is competent to grapple with obstacles as they

arise.

Francis was informed of all these proceedin

and resolved to profit by the occasion. He himself

challenged them to a conference, which he declared

to be necessary, in order to terminate dinvreiu-

and remove the scandal occasioned by their silence.

It would have been indecorous to refuse this public

defiance, which they could neither conceal nor ignoi

it was therefore accepted, and the time, place, and

subject of discussion were arranged. The ministers

of the Province were for leaving the chief charge to

Viret, because, being on the spot, he could, if need

ful, resume and reply to the arguments. The news

of the intended meeting and the day soon became

known; and at the appointed time, no fewer than

ten thousand persons must have flocked to Thonon,

from Geneva, Chablais, and the surrounding dis

tricts. The ministers hoped that theff numbers

would terrify Francis, and that distrusting his own

strength, he would not venture to appear: but they

were mistaken, he was the first to take his place, to

their astonishment and terror; and as shame had

compelled them to accept the challenge, so now did

fear suggest various pretexts for deferring the dis

cussion, palliating their baseness under the specious

plea of not having obtained the permission of His

Highness. This excuse was far from satisfying either
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of the parties, for it was well known that on other

and more delicate occasions, they had not been so

respectful to the authority of the sovereign. It was

answered that as Francis was in the country by
order of the prince, they might reasonably suppose
that his measures would be approved of at court,

and that of course the Provost would not have

undertaken the dispute unless he felt quite sure of

the Duke s approbation. Viret, who was com

missioned by the rest to convey these excuses to

the Saint, was received by him with his accustomed

courtesy, and though the pretext seemed plausible,

Francis knowing that it was groundless, agreed to

be responsible for the consequences, pledging him

self to secure due approval for what was to be done

that day, appealing to all those present to be the

witnesses of his promise. But the ministers in

sisted that in so delicate an affair, no caution could

be too great, and, therefore, they would not enter

upon the discussion without the express permission
of the sovereign.

But the holy man, more anxious than ever to

enter the lists, sent to request the permission from

the Baron of Hermance, governor of the province,

and invested with full powers by the Duke. The

Baron at once conceded the amplest faculties for the

disputation, sealed and expedited with all due for

mality. It was now thought that retreat was im

possible, and that the ministers must necessarily

come forth; but they were resolved not to expose

themselves to so fearful a risk, though they might

well foresee that their withdrawal would materially

damage their cause, and turn the balance of opinion

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



S. FRANCIS DK SALES. 200

in favour of the Catholics. They replied, then, that

the huron s authority was limited to civil matters

only; and that for a conference on religious topics,

the consent of the sovereign was ne ,-; and that

if In- disapproved the MUM of the dispute, he would

look upon it as an attempt against his -

iirnty.

This proceeding showed how little the ministers

tru-ted to their own cause; whilst it equally tend

i-onlirm the new converts in the faith, and to con

found the Calvinists. The Saint availed himself of

the opportunity, and addressed the vast assembly &amp;lt;&amp;gt;n

one of the most pernicious errors of Calvin, who says

that Scripture alone is a sullicient rule of faith; re-

ting tradition altogether. He treated the subject

so ably, that many Huguenots were convinced.

\\
r
hen the people had dispersed, he went in search of

the mini- 1 tld them that their ilight was

a clear indication of the fallacy of their belief; that

their reputation and their interest would be preju

diced unless they held the discussion: and he offered

to leave the choice of the subject-matter to them; but

all in vain. The ministers replied that they had not

shrunk from the dispute from want of confidence in

their arguments, but solely on account of the respect

due to his highness; and they persisted in boasting

to the people that they could easily have defeated

Francis, if motives of policy had not silenced them ;

as if mere words would undeceive a people scandalized

by facts.

The insincerity of the preachers aroused the shame

of one of them, who, either acting in good faith, or

confident in his own learning, hoping to convert the

Saint, went privately to him, and told him that he

YOL I. 14.
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paid this visit in order to redeem the given promise;

and that though the rest evaded it, he thought it

ri&amp;lt;?ht to confer with him. Francis received him notO

only with civility, but even with joy; and it must

be owned that this conference, though less important

than the public one, led to better results, both par

ties acting with sincerity.

Having agreed that the discussion should be con

fined to essential points, leaving those which the Cal-

vinists themselves called secondary and unimportant,

the preacher advanced all that he could in defence of

the pretended reform: the saint listened to him with

composure, and then by degrees unravelled all his

arguments: his replies were so convincing, that the

minister could not gainsay them. Francis then went

on to prove catholic truths on such solid grounds,

unveiled the fallacy of his antagonist s sophisms, de

monstrated the real sense of the Scriptures, and the

truths of faith so clearly by tradition, that the other

owned himself convinced. He required time, how

ever, to decide: grace worked in his heart, and after

mature deliberation he was converted. Sufficient

and prudential motives justified secrecy on the occa

sion; but the opposite party soon began to suspect

his conversion: it was ascertained that he had pri

vate communications with the holy man ;
and finally,

that he had actually joined the Church. His for

mer associates foresaw that the conversion of one of

their own body would prejudice their cause, unless

they could devise some effective remedy ; and they

urged his family and friends to win him back to

heresy. Entreaties and threats proved equally un

availing; and at last, under one pretext or another,
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they got him hurried off to prison, hoping to terrify

him in this manner, but to no purpose: they pro

cured false witnesses, and so made him appear guilty.

The convert was well known as an upright, consci

entious man; and people were astonished at finding

matters pushed so far: but this was only another

instance, showing the power of false zeal on the one

side, and of divine grace on the other. Injustice

was carried to such a pitch that the minister was

condemned to death, and the sentence was carri I

into effect with such precipitation, that Francis had

not time to appeal to the prince, as he intended.

Thus, the first preacher converted by our saint, be

came, through the malice of the Huguenots, a victim

of the true faith, and of divine love, most happy,

indeed, therein, inasmuch as he became at once a

Catholic and a martyr.

CHAPTER XIII.

CONVERSION OF PONCET, AND OF THE BARON D*AVLT
LLE.

CALUMNIES OF THE HERETICS CONFUTED BY THE

SAINT.

THE injustice with which the Huguenots had op

pressed the innocence of the minister converted by
Francis, horrified both Catholics and Calvinists, and

led to effects precisely opposite to that which was in

tended; namely, that of hindering conversions, which

thenceforward became more frequent. Amongst the
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converts of this time which deserve special mention,

were Peter Poncet, advocate of the territory of Gex;

and Anthony di San Michele, Lord of Avulle, whose

renunciation of the errors of Calvin was a last blow

to heresy in the Chablais.

Poncet had heard several of the Saint s sermons,

and was much scandalized by the evasion of the

ministers with regard to the public conference; and

still more so by the violence shown to the converted

preacher. Anxious for a more ample explanation of

the points of controversy, he paid several visits to

Francis, proposed his doubts, and accepted his solu

tion of them. The conversion of this man cost the

Saint a great deal; for he would not yield until he

had not an atom left whereon to cling; and was

several times convinced before he would promise his

conversion. The holy man forebore for a long time,

but seeing the advantage which would accrue to the

Church by the adhesion of such a man, he pressingly

warned him that in an affair of this nature, he ought

not to be guided by motives of false policy, nor be

swayed by human considerations, either of friend

ship or interest; that it was surely reprehensible to

be ashamed of appearing a Catholic, when, by divine

grace, he really was such; that Jesus could not

recognise as His disciple one who did not publicly

acknowledge Him for master; in fine, he adduced,

the example of the philosopher Victorinus, converted

by St. Simplician, as related by St. Austin, and rea

soned so effectively, that Poncet made a public pro

fession of the Catholic faith, in the hands of our Saint,

on the 20th of August. His example was followed

by many others, although the infuriated heretics
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published a report, that in punishment for his change

of reli-ion, i : Wtl
;

the devil ; adding

that he was so fearfully tormented, that the pro*

s ohluri-d to spend :d hours off -lit with

him, for tin- purpose oi ing him, pretend&quot;;

that the time was .-iven t- this purpose, w . it

was employed in completing the instructions, which

other business prevented from being given in the

d;

In proportion as the Calvinists d d the mnn

of God, so did the Baron of Ilerma xtol his

conduct. Having oce: i-out this time air

to Chambery, he tlu-re (^pressed his belief, ar-u-

injr from the conversion of Poncet, and other ini]

tant circumstances, that the intrusive mil

would before long be driven from the Chabl 1 !

was never weary of speaking of the apostolic labmi

and the superhuman learning of the Provost of

Sales, by whose means God wrought such great

things to the advantage of religion.

In the meantime Francis was wholly intent on

promoting the interests of the faith, and in rejecting

the calumnies of the heretics, who aflirmed that

Sponde, who just then had renounced the err.

of Calvin, had been visibly punished by God for

the crime; the penalty being nothing less than

insanity. They made this boast, and based it on

the assertion of a man whom they prevailed on to

renounce the Catholic Faith, and who declared that

Sponde was mad, and was confined somewhere in

France. But God enabled the Saint to disprove the

calumny, for he received a work composed by

that writer, which had just been reprinted, with

Private Use Only



214 S. FKANCIS DE SALES.

an entirely new preface by the author, a work

sufficiently convincing that Sponde was not only

not insane, but was moreover a true Catholic. This

circumstance gave Francis an opportunity of expos

ing the duplicity of the Huguenots, who lie so boldly

even of their neighbours, and at the hazard of detec

tion. How much less then could they be trusted

when speaking of persons at a distance?

Day by day did Calvinism become suspicious

even to its own votaries, who could not but perceive

that, if falsehood and human means were necessary

to its support, the same arts must have been

employed in planting it; whilst, on the contrary,

the conduct of the saintly provost corresponded with

that of the apostles, being quite exempt from deceit

and self-interest. His charity, gentleness, patience,

and indefatigable zeal, were so many strong and

efficacious calls with which God invited them to

return to the Church.

All these reports reached the ears of the Baron

d Avulle, one of the most distinguished gentlemen of

the country, and consistorial judge, looked upon in

Thonon as the head of the Calvinist party. His

noble qualifications had gained for him an extra

ordinary reputation in Geneva, and the neighbouring
districts. The conversion of this man, and the

origin of it, deserved to be fully detailed. He was

called Anthony di San Michele, Baron ofAvulle; and

he was one of those Calvinists, who, as we have be

fore stated, was present at the first sermon preached

by Francis, whilst he was as yet but a sub-deacon.

He was married to a Catholic lady, his equal in

rank, but his superior in virtue, for which she was
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distinguished even more than by birth. The piety

and devotion of this ludv were the first means em

ployed by our Lord to withdraw the husband from

the errors in wluYh he lived, less by choice, than in

consequence of being a native of an heretical country.

He could not bring himself to believe that God, so

merciful even to obstinate sinners, would abandon

a lady adorned wif.h so many virtues as his wife;

he therefore used his best endeavours to win h

over to his own Creed; using all the artitiees ot

gentle and affectionate persuasion; but the lady,

well instructed by our Saint, shewed such firmness

to her religion, that he ua&amp;lt; obliged to desist from

his attempt, and promise not to annoy her any more

on the subject. Having gained this point, she

easily gained another, namely, that he would be

present at the Saint s sermons in Thonon. D Avulle

already knew that Francis must be a powerful

preacher, having heard his first sermon at Annecy,

and accordingly accompanied his wife. The first

time he did so, the Saint had been duly forewarned,

and preached with much energy on the character

istic signs of the true Church. The sermon made

d Avulle waver; just about the same time, the min

ister (of whom we so lately spoke) was put to death ;

a man of integrity like d Avulle, disapproved such

violence; but the preachers strove to pacify him by
various arguments, which seemed to him so frivolous,

that his lornr-standin^ esteem for them began to
*~* &amp;lt;j o

decline. He was well versed in controversy, and

certainly a staunch Calvinist. The judicial murder of

the converted minister increased his distrust, and

though the pertinacious refusal of the ministers to
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meet the Saint in discussion, disgusted him, he did

not think that the malice of those who professed or

taught a religion, ought to be held as an infallible

rule for testing the merits and truth of it. The

arguments of the provost were powerful, he admit

ted, yet he remained balancing between the two,

unwilling to decide in favour of either, until his

conferences with the Saint inclined him to the side

of catholicity. No doubt his wife had a large share

in this desirable issue, seconding the efforts of

Francis by appealing to the mercy of God, whom
she strove to propitiate by alms, prayers, and tears.

The Father of mercies at length heard the prayers
of the virtuous ]ady, and granted what her faith

solicited. By degrees, d Avulle perceived that the

errors were in his own intellect, not in that of his

wife, and he accordingly rejected them; the unbe

lieving husband was thus sanctified by the believing

wife.

This conversion cost Francis more than all the

rest put together, and was the noblest of his victo

ries
;
however as d Avulle was the mainstay of Cal

vinism he deemed all his labours well bestowed.

Believing a change of religion to be an affair of the

highest importance, the Baron would use every

precaution, in order to save himself from after-

reproaches. Not content with verbal communica

tions with the Saint, he committed his doubts to

writing, and received their answers in the same

form. These were attentively examined, and the

distinctions weighed. The man of God thought
that he must be differently dealt with from the

generality of others; hence he made it less his aim
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to confute the errors of Calvin, than t&amp;lt;&amp;gt; prove the

antiquity, truth, majesty, and sincerity of Catho

licity.
He exposed the. fal- with which the

heretics have corrupted holy scripture; ami d Avulle,

who, the more he learned, all the more

curious to hear, was never weary ofoonTening with

the Saint. To do this more conveniently and

secret! v, after despatching his occupations in the

city, lie used to withdraw to a w.,.d about a league

distant from Thonon, where tlie two together w-uld

argue for two or three hours at a tit: When lie

was on the point of yielding, another precautionary

measure occurred to his mind, -which would f:

him from any thing like reproach of 1 Calvin

ism -without sullicient deliberation, and without

good grounds for embracing Catholic; Il&amp;lt;-

requested the Saint to set down in writing the

various points they had discussed, that they might

be sent to Geneva and Berne, to see what answers

the most celebrated ministers of those places could

give them. The Saint well knew that his argu

ments could not be defeated, and accordingly con

sented, saying, that it had never been his object to

mislead any one; but he requested that this might

be the last plea for refusing to forsake his erroneous

creed. D Avulle gave the promise; the conferences

were written and sent to the ministers of Berne and

Geneva; he declaring that he would renounce the

reformed religion, unless they could solidly confute

the arguments of the provost of Sales.

The issue was just as Francis had predicted; the

reply was waited for in vain; hence d Avulle pre

sumed by their silence that they had nothing to
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advance. Pitying the blindness and obstinacy in

which they lived, and in which he himself had

hitherto lived with them
;
he renounced their errors,

and was received into the Church, and this in a

manner which fully repaid Francis for all his pre
vious toil in instructing him. He would have his

abjuration to be made in public, and for this

purpose invited many personages belonging to the

province, and even to Geneva, specifying the day
when the ceremony was to take place. He made a

general confession of his whole life to the Saint, who

had gained him to God and to the Church, publicly

declared the motives of his conversion, exhorted

every one to follow his example, and, to render him

self worthy of this and other graces, he abjured and

detested the errors of Calvin. He was then admitted

by Francis into the bosom of the Church, in presence

of all the people of Thonon, and of a great number

of Huguenots from the neighbouring provinces, whe

went expressly to be eye-witnesses of a fact, which

nothing would induce them to believe unless they
saw it themselves.

This unexpected and important conversion, occa

sioned as much joy to the Catholics as confusion to

the heretics
; more especially as it was soon followed

by many others, insomuch that the Saint was unable

to instruct the numbers who were eager to be con

verted. He was obliged to ask for further aid, and

it was evident that this last blow gave the mortal

wound to heresy in the Chablais; the neophyte
cavalier sedulously exerting himself in defence of

the faith he had embraced, and in combating the

one he had renounced; everywhere extolling the
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holy man through whose means God had enlightened

him.

Another circumstance occurred about the same

time, and contributed to destroy the little remaining

credit of the ministers. D Avulle fmjuently visited

Geneva on business of his own; now glorying in his

conversion, being too powerful t&amp;gt; tear un insult, he

went there publicly as usual; ami although when he

was absent they said that Francis had perverted him

by enchantment, no one ventured to say a word

up&amp;lt;&amp;gt;n

the subject when he was present. Antony de

la Fay, one of the most influential of the ministers,

reiving on the authority and influence which he had

formerly held over him, took courage at last to re

prove him for his change of religion: the Baron an

swered that he spoke too late
;
that he ought to have

replied at the proper time to the writing which he

sent to Berne and Geneva; that indeed his conversion

was fully justified, seeing that neither he nor his

confreres had a word to oppose to Francis, whose

very presence seemed almost as redoubtable as his

disputations. The minister felt himself cut to the

quick, and replied that he was willing to go over

to Thonon, and before D Avulle convict the magician

who had deluded him with a false exposition of

Catholic doctrines. The Baron took him at his

word, and fixed a day. On his return home, he told

the provost of Sales that in a short time he would

be confronted with an adversary worthy of himself.

Francis expressed his delight at this intelligence, de

clared the stranger would be welcome; but feared

that, like the ministers of Thonon, who had refused

a public conference, those of Geneva would also
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refuse a private one. In fact. La Fay did fail in his

promise; and though pressed four or five times by
D Avulle, he alwaysfound some new pretext to excuse

himself. The Baron then proposed to Francis to go
over to Geneva, there to confer with the minister,

observing, that his presence and authority were suffi

cient guarantee against mischief; and, under pretext
of a visit of civility, a discussion might be introduced.

Although the Saint felt some reluctance in entrusting
himself to Geneva, a city rebellious to the Duke, the

people of which were naturally seditious and inimical

to Catholicity, and to which, moreover, his mission

did not extend, he promised to accompany his friend,

lest a refusal might be interpreted to the disadvantage
of his cause. Accordingly, the Baron D Avulle, our

Saint, Lewis of Sales, the Advocate Ducrest, and a few

others from Thouon to serve as witnesses to the dis

putation, set out on the prescribed day. The min

ister was astounded at finding himself thus besieged
in his own house by the magnanimous provost of

Sales, the sight of whom alarmed him, though he

did his best to conceal it.

On his introduction, Francis accosted him very

graciously: &quot;You see, Sir,&quot; said he, &quot;I bring the

Lord of Avulle to you, since you have not made your

appearance in Thonon, according to promise, when

you were to convict me of teaching false doctrines: I

thought it better to bring him here myself, to justify
the doctrines which I have taught him; choose what

subjects you please, for I believe I shall be able to

prove that they must err who do not agree with the

Catholic Church in matters of faith.&quot; The points of

dispute were arranged; and in the &quot;Life of Sister
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&amp;lt; :a. first Tom ir iv of tin Older of the Visitation,&quot;

who nw present, we lead tli;it the contnvnee was

publicly held in tin-
s&amp;lt;pu.iv

, ailed J&amp;lt;7 Moiilard (unless

ne other conf.-i-. lii-re alluded to) in presence of

u VESl multitude, and 1
haii three hours.

Our Saint i-ndeavouivd to the mini.-trr to

finhh one topw before proccedinj Bother; but it

suited his purpose better to multiply questions, and

thus leave th.-ni all und.vided, a common subtn-

f11-40 with he: They treated on the unity,

rpetuity, and viability of the Church, on t

rament of the Eucharist, on good works and

their necessity to salvation, Purgatory, the interces

sion and invocation of Saint Amount the

variety of subj . .nv one of which would furnish

material for three days the provost so manifestly

held the advantage, that the minister, seeing how

di \-d the -.ibly
was with his replies, inter

rupted the conference by throwing out a volley of

abuse against the Saint, occasioning scandal to the

whole audience, many of whom wished Francis to

retaliate, as he so easily might have done; but he,

with his usual gentleness, replied, that if the minister

could have defended his cause by argument and

reason, there would be no occasion for all that fury ;

but like a drowning man, he was glad to catch at

a straw. The conference ended in a most disgraceful

manner, the preacher proclaiming the holy man to

be a sophist, an enchanter, and a false prophet, whose

eloquence seduced the people. This conduct served

only to confirm D Avulle in the Catholic faith: he

deemed himself obliged to compose and publish a

work, declaratory of the motives of his conversion:
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this little tract was printed at Lyons. In it he

highly eulogises the provost of Sales; and clearly

shows that he had neither convinced him by sophis

try, nor converted him by magic. Numbers followed

him to the bosom of the holy Church, and amongst
the rest, ten of the highest nobles of the country.

The author, or rather the authoress, who relates

these circumstances in detail, tells us that after the

rebellion of Geneva, no one had ever ventured to

discuss religious topics in that city; and it must be

owned that as God tied the minister s tongue and

prevented him from speaking to the advantage of

his party, so must He likewise have tied the hands

of the people, to prevent them from ill-treating the

holy man, whose courage in daring to shew himself

at Geneva in defence of the good cause, induced our

Lord to protect him whilst there. Many admired

his learning, and many more admired his meek

forbearance. To some, who advised him to repay the

minister in his own coin, he replied:
&quot;

I have never

spoken severely to my neighbour without regretting

it; it behoves us to follow our Saviour s rule in this

respect, not that of the world; mildness is more

likely effectually to touch a heart, than bitterness

and
severity.&quot;

As the conversion of such a man would con

tribute materially to the restoration of religion in

those districts, Francis sent an account of it to the

Bishop of Geneva, to his Highness the Duke, and to

the Supreme Pontiff himself, and received letters of

congratulation, as will be seen in the following

chapter.
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CHAPTER XIV.

SENTIMENTS OF FRANCIS UNDER CALr.MXV. RECEIVES

CONSOLATION FKOM. GOD, AND CONGRATULATIONS

FHOM MEM.

INT proportion as the Saint s labours succeeded, so

did the calumnies of the ministers iiu They
became so notorious, that he was informed of tln-m,

and was admonished that if not for his own honour,

at least for the honour uf his ministry, it was desira

ble to see the temerity and au-hn-ity of his adver

saries repressed ;
but Francis, trained in the school

of the Redeemer, replied: Put yourself in their

place, and see whether you would not cry out

against him who took the bread out of your mouth.

Why then should we be surprised at the preaehers

striving to discredit me, who am thus reducing their

profits? Let us pray to God for them, and strive

to give them reason to speak still worse of me.

Even at court, the most prosperous are generally the

best abused. Let us say with Tiberius, Be quiet,

let them talk. With a little more courage and we

shall do enough, God will help us.&quot; It was in this

manner that the Saint digested calumny. One of

his cousins wished to take up his defence, unwilling

that such a man should be so vilely treated. No

bility, when irritated, is but too apt to have recourse

to violent measures on these occasions, unless its

hands are restrained by the nails whieh transfixed
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our Lord s.
&quot;

Gently,&quot;
said our Saint; &quot;Saint

Paul, though represented near St. Peter, holding a

sword, does not convey to us the idea that he raised

it in defence of his colleague. We are not here just

to be punctilious as to the words of our enemies,

which at most, can only prick a little. If we can

keep our head above the wind, a breeze under foot

is of small consequence. The waves dash against,

and wash rocks and shoals, but carry off with them

straws and light materials. It is then our glory to

be pursued by the enemies of the Church; nor

can there be a greater proof of innocence, than to be

defamed by the guilty. If the Calvinists accuse me,

the Catholics know me. The greatest offence to a

man of honour, would be to have him eulogized by

the mouth of a heretic. It is an infamy to be

praised by the infamous. Even a Roman, who was

the subject of a pasquinade, said he should feel

annoyed if it had been written by Cato or Scipio ;

but as it was the production of a nobody, he cared

nothing about it. Now if a pagan, who had as we

may say, a mere glimmering of light, could reason

thus, what would he not have said had he been

blessed with the full light of faith?&quot; Such was

the style in which Francis replied to those who

informed him of the injurious manner in which he

was spoken of by heretics; never would he on this

account desist from his endeavours to win souls

to the Church; heedless of the reports circulated

by the sons of darkness, who usually speak worst of

those who do the best, as was the case with our

Divine Lord himself.

Nevertheless, if the Saint would not allow men to
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defend his cause, God, not content with protecting
him, would likewise console him by filling his heart

with heavenly delight. On the night preceding the

festival of the Blessed Sacrament, (May LMIth,) this

fayour was conferred so abundantly, that he was

compelled to cry out and this was heard l.y persons
in the house &quot;Restrain, O Lord, the torrent of

Thy graces!&quot; entreating our Lord to moderate His

favours, to measure His graces, and to retire l r&amp;lt;&amp;gt;m

him, seeing that he was unable to contain such a

store of riches.

In tnis manner did God remunerate the, fidelity

with which he resumed, in the silence of the night,

a prayer which had been interrupted by the occupa
tions of the day. It was in these communications

B

that he received the lights which enabled him so

successfully to dissipate the dark shades of error;

here, in the transports of his fervour did he renew

his resolution of dying in defence of the great mys

tery of religion, the Blessed Eucharist; after which,

towards morning, inebriated with this torrent of

sweetness, he celebrated holy mass, and then preached

with an ardour that gave him the appearance of a

seraph. Eye-witnesses affirm that resplendent rays

issued from his face, his heart being so thoroughly
inflamed as to betray itself on his &quot;countenance; his

words, too, were like so many rays of light dispelling

all doubt from the minds of the greater part of his

audience, amongst whom a confused murmur arose,

as if the force of truth was offering violence to those

who listened to it, as we may judge from the effects,

for in a few days, six hundred persons embraced the

Catholic religion, This favour was found in the

VOL. i. 15.
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Saint s own hand-writing, among some papers which

he inadvertently gave to his brother, the Baron de

Tulle. Francis was exact in noting down the

special graces bestowed on him by our Lord, to pre

serve the grateful memory of them, and also to excite

himself to fresh fervour.

In the meantime, fame began to report the suc

cesses of the mission of the Chablais, and the advan

tages gained by Francis over the heretics, which

rendered his name so glorious, that it resounded

through Savoy and the neighbouring provinces;

passed the mountains, reached the ducal court, and

even Rome itself, where Clement VIII. was informed

of what had taken place in the Chablais.

The more Francis strove to conceal himself, the

more was Almighty God pleased to manifest the

value of His faithful servant; and as Francis attri

buted the whole glory to the Author qf all good,

from whom he derived the wonderful gifts which

men so much admired, yet cared not to ascertain

the origin thereof: so did the Lord, whose interests

he had so much at heart, inspire people to talk of

his zeal, mildness, learning, and especially of the

charm with which he insinuated himself and gained

possession of the heart, and of his unwearied perse

verance in the dutfes of his apostolate. He received

many letters of congratulation ;
one of the first to be

mentioned was from the Bishop of Geneva. Our

Saint made it his inviolable rule never to undertake

anything of importance without his approbation ;
he

gave him an account of all his proceedings; hence the

prelate was fully informed of all that happened in the

Chablais. He sent one of his attendants expressly
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to convey liis congratulations, together with letters

(in which he culls Francis his son the stall and

support of his old age and even his pastoral rod,)

. .-nil little presents and objects of devotion, ex

horting him to persevere in tin- way so well begun,

and assured him that God would assist him through
all his tribulations, to his own great advantage. In

his answer, the Saint told him that if he wi-hed to

know what he had done, and what he was th

doing, lie had only to read the Epistles of St. Paul,

for though he was indeed unworthy of the compa

rison, His Divine Majesty did not disdain to use his

w.-akness to promote His own glory. He then com

pared the province to a paralytic, and said that pos

sibly it might reach its true country, even before

he was able to stand; that he trusted the pi -ty of

the Bishop would obtain for him what he himself

could nev^r merit; that he was a sinner and nothing

more, and therefore, unworthy of the favours God

was pleased to lavish on him. &quot;

But,&quot; concluded he,

&quot;you
well know this, rny lord, and I trust you are

persuaded that all serves to render me still more

and more your most humble and obedient son and

servant.

Next to the Bishop, come the congratulations of

Father Possevin, his former master at Padua, who,

seeing part of his prediction verified, looked forward

to the accomplishment of the rest. In his letter he

expressed the delight it would give him to see and

converse with him, and still more to employ himself

and whatever talent or authority he possessed, in

the same cause; he also sent him his book on paint

ing and poetry. Father Cherubim of Maurrienne, the
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famous Capuchin preacher, sent him a picture of

our Blessed Lady, in the act of adoring her sleeping

Infant. These little presents were so dear to him,

that he told his brother in one of his letters, that he

frequently had both the book and picture in his

hands. The book contained a beautiful canticle in

praise of our Blessed Lady, by Father Tursellino,

which recreated his ears after the horrid blasphe

mies which he was compelled to hear; whilst the

picture recreated his eyes, pained by the sight of so

many ruined sanctuaries and desolate churches,

adding,
&quot; No doubt these illustrious personages, by

sending me such presents, hoped to impress Jesus and

Mary still more deeply in my heart.&quot;

Faber likewise sent him a work on penance and

divine love, in verse, a composition of his own, wor

thy of so great a man, who could combine the solidi

ties of jurisprudence with the beauties of poetry ; the

work was exceedingly admired in Thonon, as it well

deserved to be.

One of the ministers rinding in it the words of St.

Gregory and of Holy Church, when, alluding to the

fall of Adam, it is styled a
&quot;happy fault,&quot; inasmuch

as it called for &quot; such a Redeemer,&quot; declared the

expression to be blasphemous, atheistical, arid papis

tical. As the unfortunate man could not be induced

to speak to Francis, he sent one of his friends, who
well chastised his rashness, clearly demonstrating
how glorious to Christ was the death He underwent

for sin, and hence the fault of our first parent may
justly be called happy, since He was pleased to die

in order to destroy it, and thus obtained a name

which is above all names.
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About this time, too, Faber dedicated to him his

twelfth book &quot;of Conjectures on Civil Law,&quot; ami

in the dedication passed encomiums on him, to which

nothing further could be added, for they di&amp;lt;play

Francis in his true colours, and are the more trust

worthy as emanating from a man very sparing of his

ptmiset.

To these marks of respect, innumerable others

might be added, but let it suffice to name those from

the apostolic Nuncio, resident in Turin, the Duke of

Savoy, and the Pope himself, who sent him a brief,

to be spoken of hereafter.

There is certainly something in praise well calcu

lated to seduce a heart that is not thoroughly

grounded in humility; although modesty mav exte

riorly dissimulate, it seldom happens that we do not

yield, at least in some degree, to the temptation,

attributing to self, what entirely belongs to God.

There was no such defect as this in Francis; his

answers to these congratulations are a proof of it;

he uniformly protests that we have nothing but

what proceeds from God, who giveth the increase;

not he who plants, or he who waters; that in vain

does man appeal to the ear, unless God touches the

heart; that He, who made all things out of nothing,

can easily use a weak and vile instrument for the

accomplishment of a great work; but then the in

strument still remains nothing more than an instru

ment, nor can it claim the merit of the work. His

conduct corresponded with his sentiments; he could

not bear that any one should show him more respect

than formerly. He was just as ready to give audi

ence, and was just as familiar with the poorest of the
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poor, as ever he was. When missioners were sent

to help him in his labours, he always left the higher
functions for them, reserving the lowliest and most

laborious for himself, although the Bishop had con

stituted him the superior, and the first in dignity in

the diocese. His meekness and patience daily in

creased, nor would he ever avail himself of the pri

vileges of his rank, or the esteem of his sovereign.

Whoever insulted him, was sure to go unpunished,
for he seemed insensible to everything, when the

interests of God and of the Church were not in ques
tion.

But nothing gratified Francis so much as an apos

tolic brief which the Sovereign Pontiff sent, through

him, to the Lord of Avulle. We insert it here, as a

graceful addition to our history.

&quot;TO OUR BELOVED SON ANTHONY DI SAN MICHELE,

LORD OF AVULLE, CLEMENT VIII., POPE.

&quot; Beloved son, health and apostolic benediction !

&quot; To our great spiritual consolation, we have

been informed by letters from our Venerable Bro

ther the Archbishop of Bari, Apostolic Nuncio at

the court of our singularly beloved son the Duke of

Savoy, that He who is powerful and rich in mercy,
hath wrought great things in you; withdrawing you
by the power of His right-hand, from the deepest
shades and from the profound abyss of error and

heresy, in which you had been trained from your
earliest years, and has transplanted you into His

admirable light, that you might discern and receive

the Catholic truth, and unite yourself to that one,

holy, Catholic, and apostolic Roman Church, out of
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which there is no salvation, and which has lovingly

admitted you to her maternal bosom. We find from

th&amp;gt; that you d it and mo
dern heresies and that you display a truly contri

and penitent heart. We bless the G&amp;lt;*d of heaven,

who has dealt with you according to II at

mercy, and who has not allowed you to remain

longer in the darkness and the shadow of death;

you, being as you are, a noble gentleman, well

versed in atFairs both of peace and war, and endowed

with all those qualifications known to us. Herein

do we rejoice with the Catholic Church, with the

Duke your Prince, who so justly loves you, and who
so highly esteems your person; and with your con

sort, whose tears and prayers have reached the

throne of God, and have gained you to Jesus Christ.

Continue, Beloved Son, and recount the wonders

that God has shown in you; and if, heretofore you

persecuted the Church of God, like Saul, now en

deavour to edify and defend it, like Paul.
&quot; In the meantime we would expedite these

letters, to show our affection and benevolence in

your regard; and we grant you our paternal and

apostolic benediction.

&quot; Given at Rome, near St. Mark s, under the seal

of the Fisherman, this twenty fifth day of September,

1596, in the fifth year of our Pontificate.

&quot; SILVIO ANTONIANO.&quot;

D Avulle corresponded with the pious wishes of the

Pontiff, and did great things for the service of the

Church, and of Francis, who had generated him to

Jesus Christ. To this purpose he devoted not only
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his learning, which was of no ordinary stamp, but

likewise his authority as consistorial judge in

ThoQOii. The heretics did their best to deprive

him of this post, to which they themselves had

elected him, for they looked upon him with an evil

eye, as soon as he separated himself from their pre

tended reform. Francis, however, anxious to protect

so useful a son, wrote to the Duke, and obtained

letters-patent from him, declaring it to be his inten

tion that d Avulle should continue in the office of

consistorial judge, with the right of vote. Although
this occurred some months later, we notice it here,

in order not to have occasion to interrupt our nar

rative.

CHAPTER XV.

DEATH OF THE BARON OF HERMANCE. HIS SUCCESSOR.

THIS DUKE OF SAVoY CALLS FRANCIS TO TURIN.

THE affairs of the Saint in the Chablais were

progressing thus satisfactorily, when a misfortune

occurred which would have disturbed their course,

if the mildness of Francis had not interposed a

remedy. The Baron of Hermance, that wise and

prudent man, fell dangerously ill and died in a few

days, precisely at the time when his judgment and

authority seemed most necessary. He loved the

provost of Sales as a friend, and respected him as a

father; and being most zealous for the Catholic

religion, he seconded all his designs. Moreover, he

had such credit in the province, that he succeeded
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in many very difficult as well as good enterprizes,

so that his death was a sad drawback to the conver

sion of the Chablais. He was av-i&amp;gt;ted by the holy

man in his last illness, and it would vm as the anti

cipated reward of his virtue, that he should have

lived so long in intimacv with him, and have expired

in his arms. Francis deplored his loss with bitt-T

tears; and his ivirrrt was airirravated by the charac

ter of Jerome Lambert, who succeed. d him in the

government of the Chablais. He was a cavalier of

great merit, no doubt, but did not possess the

ailed ion of the people, like Ilermance, nor was there

any chance of his winning it, considering his au-tere

and haughty manner. He was incapable of conde

scension, or of acting with moderation. I nder

pretext of upholding the authority of his sovereign,

lie created disgust in all who had to deal with him,

so that it was feared he would be as much detested

as his predecessor had been loved. Such a disposi

tion would be anything but congenial to the extreme

gentleness of Francis, who had much to suffer from

him, but who never complained, and who preferred

relinquishing his plans, rather than succeed in them,

at the expense of peace and good will. On this

account he forebore attempting to celebrate Mass in

Thonon, and was compelled daily to walk a good

mile, to the chapel already spoken of; passing and

repassing the frail bridge which in previous winters

had exposed him to so much danger and suffering.

The Baron of Hermance, sincerely regretting the

inconvenience to which the holy man was thus daily

subjected, was planning measures for the restoration

of the Matt at Thonon, but with great prudence;
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and there was every appearance of his succeeding,

without any breach of the public peace, having

nearly obtained the consent of those who were the

most opposed to it. He was the more anxious on

the subject, as he knew the danger there was ot

Francis falling into a rapid torrent, in which case

there could not be the slightest chance of saving
C-J O

him. Lambert had neither the credit nor the dis

cretion of the deceased. Francis, therefore, would

risk nothing, though he well knew how much he

would be the sufferer, as winter was now approach

ing. God, however, provided in another way, as we

shall show in due time. But it is certain that he

would never have sought accommodation by the use

of any arbitrary measure; and would have rather

gone on to the end repairing to Marin for the

daily celebration of Holy Mass. So great were the

consolations and support which he derived from this

bread of the strong. He frequently owned that his

sacrifices and prayers did more towards the conver

sion of the Chablais, than all the other talents which

Almighty God has bestowed upon him. He said,

&quot; The Apostles always joined prayer to preaching;

the men who fought under the command of Josua

would not have conquered, had not their leader

Moses raised his arms aloft in prayer. They de

ceive themselves, who expect to convert either

infidels or sinners by any other means than those

employed by Jesus and His disciples, since God has

reserved to Himself alone, the power of changing

hearts; this can never be asked too much.&quot;

The Duke of Savoy being informed of the toils and

trials of the holy man, as well as of their advantageous
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results, not only wrote to testify his -
.otion,

but likewise desired him to let him know what

measures he deemed best Calculated to ensure the

total re-establishment of Catholicity in those dis-

trir Francis had thought that the Duke hud

hitherto not sufficiently
&amp;lt; about this mission,

for beyond ordering him to undertake it, he had

done little or nothing to forward it; he was, never-

th&amp;gt; mvineed that if his authority weiv .-xerted

with kindness and discretion, the conversion of the

whole province would soon be the consequen

Francis then blessed the Lord for affording him the

means of conveying his opinion to II.- Highness,

which he did in the following terms: &quot; Since your

Highness commands me to propose the means which

I deem most likely to carry into effect your dr-ire

of seeing these people reunited to the Catholic

Church, I will state my opinions faithfully to your

highness.
&quot; A secure and permanent revenue for a good

number of priests, is absolutely necessary; priests

who should be solely occupied in imparting the

word of God to the Calvinists; from the want of

this, we have been now continually preaching in

Thonon for part of two years, with little profit, be

cause the inhabitants will not believe that we are

here by order of your Highness, seeing that we are

merely provided for day by day, and likewise be

cause we have not a competent number of workmen,

having no place to lodge them, no bread to give

them, nor have the expenses hitherto incurred been

paid. The pensions paid to twenty of the Huguenot

niinisters, employed in the province previous to the
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late war, would be more than sufficient to our pur

pose, if your Highness would but at once have them

thus applied. It would likewise be desirable that

the churches should be repaired, and competent
revenues be assigned the curates appointed to the

charge of them, leaving the best preachers at liberty
that they might go wherever necessity called them,

instead of fixing them in any determinate place;

but, above all, the churches of Thonon and Allinges

ought to be restored, and parish priests be appointed
to administer the sacraments, as is required by the

great number of Catholics already there; as well as

for the sake of many others who are well disposed,

but who are lost for want of cultivation; besides,

this would accustom the people to the exercises of

the Catholic religion, especially if the solemn offices

with organ and singing were introduced, at least in

Thonon, the centre of the duchy. Preaching is

useless if the people shun the sight of the preacher,

and will not hear his voice, which has hitherto been

the case. It would be well if your Highness would

write to the Syndic, and commission one of the sen

ators of Savoy to come hither, and convoke a general

meeting of the inhabitants, where, in full assembly,

and invested with the insignia sent him by your

Highness, he might hear and consider the reasons

proposed to induce their return to the Catholic faith,

which they quitted chiefly through the violence of

the Bernese. This should be done in terms demon

strative of the authority and charity of a mighty

prince like your Highness, towards his misled sub

jects; this would be a gentle violence, which would

compel them to submit to the yoke of your holy
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zeal, and, as I believe, would work marvellously on

their obstinacy. Should your Highness judge pro

per to employ the Senator Faber in this u: k-

ing, it seems to me that he would suco -d admi

rably.
&quot; The Baron d Avulle, by hi* example and his

familiar intimacy with individuals, will like\\\

contribute much to the good work, according to his

actual good will and inclinations. It would al

expedient to raise a company of soldiers or cavalry,

to give occupation to the young men, which, if reli

giously governed and assisted with due instruction,

would be useful, and draw over the most valiant to

religion. Those who adhere obstinately to their

errors, ought by public edict to be deprived of mili-

tnrv and civil charges. Finally, a college lor the

Fathers of the Society of JesiH should be establish* 1

iu Thonon; the consequence of which would be, that

the whole neighbourhood would enjoy the great

advantages of religion, which is all but extinct in

these parts, both in belief and practice. For the

rest, I bless the Lord for presenting this favourable

opportunity to your Highness, and for awakening in

your soul the desire of serving Him effectually; f r

which lie created you a prince and a ruler over peo

ple. If this enterprise requires continual expendi

ture, you must remember that the salvation of souls

is the highest degree of Christian charity. The

glorious St. Maurice, whom your Highness so much

honours, will be your advocate with God, and will

procure you every blessing, of which the first and

chief is that of being the main instrument in re

establishing the faith in those countries which the
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Saint watered with his blood and sweat. I inces

santly send forth supplications to the Divine Majesty,

as I ought to do, for the prosperity of your High

ness; and as I was born and bred, so I hope to live

and die, of your Highness, the most humble and

most obedient servant and subject,
&quot;

FRANCIS, &c.&quot;

The Duke showed this letter to the Apostolic

Nuncio, and decided on calling Francis to Turin, to

consult with him, and to obtain a more correct view

of the state of the Chablais. His Highness expressed

himself in terms of esteem and of gratitude for his

important labours, assured him that he was anxious

to second his designs, and therefore requested his

presence at court, for the more easy arrangement of

plans necessary to the completion of a work already

so well begun. No intelligence could be more gra

tifying to our apostle, who hoped that an energetic

appeal to his Highness would obtain the succours

needed for bringing back to the fold of Christ the

stray sheep of the Chablais. A thousand times did

he thank the Divine G-oodness for inspiring the

prince with an idea so advantageous to religion, and

that he might start without delay, he immediately
made such arrangements as he deemed advisable to

the welfare of the mission during his absence.
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CHAPTKK XVI.

PAPAL BRIEF, ORDERING FRANCIS TO CONFER WITH I.I.XA.

HIS .TuUKNEY TO U&amp;lt;Mi:.

TOGETHER with the brief sent by th- S ^n

Pontiff to the Baron d Avull another t-ntru--

l to the care of Father St. K^.rit ilc IVuume, a

Capuchin, who was It-living lioine lor Savoy, and

was commissioned to dt-Hvor it to Francis. It v.

dated the first of October, 1-VM), and was a mere

letter of credence, in which the Pope, after assuring

him of the esteem which he hadof hi&amp;gt; prudence, and

of the reliance which he placed on his z-al lor the

faith, tells him that Father St. Esprit had orders from

him to propose a delicate negociation, which His

Holiness decided on placing in his hands, as being

the most likely person to ensure its success, that it

was an affair of high importance, and which His

Holiness had much at heart, as tending to the glory

of God. Francis applied to Father St. Esprit, from

whom he ascertained that the Pope wished him to

repair to Geneva and confer with Theodore Beza,

the head of the Calvinist party, and to spare no

means of winning him back to the Catholic Church,

authorizing him to offer, in the name of His Holi

ness, every advantage, (save and except ecclesiastical

dignities,) and every security that Beza could

desire.

Every body knows who Beza was. Born of

Catholic parents, he professed the faith for many
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years, till weary of living in the ecclesiastical state,

or flattered with the prospects of the grandeurs and

pleasures authorized by the new sect, or naturally

inclined to novelty, he sold his priory, went to

Geneva, and proclaimed himself the disciple of Cal

vin. It was he who headed the ministers at the

famous colloquy of Poissy, where he spoke so impi

ously of the Blessed Eucharist, that the audience

obliged him to retract his words. During the life

time of Calvin he shared his authority ; his talents

and the amenity of his character so endeared him to

the Genevese, that they used to say they had

rather go to hell with Beza, than to paradise with

Calvin; at the death of the latter, he was looked

upon as the leader of the sect, amongst the members

of which he enjoyed unrivalled credit. Unques

tionably he was one of the first intellects of his age ;

he wrote elegantly both in prose and verse, and was

of a cheerful agreeable temper. If Calvin was his

superior in learning, he so far surpassed Calvin in

other respects, as to excite his jealousy on several

occasions. At the time our Saint had orders to

visit him, he had lost none of his cheerfulness

and gallantry, though a Septuagenarian. It is not

positively known what was the Pope s motive for

then attempting to bring him back to the bosom of

the Church, or whether the renegade himself had

given occasion to such an expectation; it is not

likely that so prudent a Pontiff as Clement VIII,

would, on any weak conjecture, have given Francis

so express an order to go and attempt his conver

sion. However this may be, the commission could

not be otherwise than honourable to Francis, since
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tlie court of Rome, so judicious in discriminati-

merit, and so wise in its judgment of men, proved
its appreciation of iheh.-ly man, by selecting him to

so delicate an undertakr

The Provost, was perplexed by the two contradic

tory orders the one from his s. _
r n suminoni:

him to Turin, the other irom the Pope, ordering him

to repair to (ieneva. Father St. Esprit was of opinion
that he ought, in the first place, to obey the S.v

1 ntiff; and to induce him to do so, he urged that

it was nol the prop : n for crossing the moun
tains, that he himself had been in danger of p iir-h-

ing with cold; that the roads were now become still

m&amp;gt;re impracticable in consequence of t i. .\v

which had fallen since his arrival in -
v. So well

informed as the Pope was, he undoubtedly had his

reasons for giving such precise orders for attempting
this conversion; that delay might defeat the m
sure, and if this conjuncture were missed, perhaps
another favourable one might not occur that it v.

advisable to set about it at once, considering Beza s

advanced age, who might die before Francis ruun.

from ^avoy, in the event of which, a notable exam

ple would be lost, an example which would contri

bute to an infinity of others; that, supposing his life

to be spared, man s will is unstable, that his present
&amp;gt;d dispositions might change in the interval of

del

Francis, who, like other apostolic men, always

preferred the greater glory of God and the advan

ce of souls, did not yield to these arguments of

Father St. Esprit, though apparently so weighty ;
his

zeal rather prompted him to set out for Savoy,
VOL. I. 16.
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although at the risk of his life; he therefore replied

to Father St. Esprit, that though Beza s conversion

would be glorious to himself and most useful to the

Church, it was at best but uncertain
; whereas, on

the other hand, the Chablais and the three Baili

wicks were evidently quite ready to be converted,

if the prince would only second him with his autho

rity ;
that the conversion of Beza affected one soul

only, his example being doubtful upon others, con

sidering his advanced age, which might lead people

to say his intellect was weakened, and that he was

no longer able to judge in matters of religion; but

that in the conversion of the Chablais, was involved

the salvation of innumerable souls, each one of

which cost our divine Saviour as much as that of

Beza, high as he stood in the opinion of men
;
nor

could he believe that His Holiness would have

entered upon a measure which could be injured by

delay, without informing him of such a circum

stance, and therefore there would be still time

after his journey to Piedmont; that most certainly

man s will is mutable, but the will of princes is still

more so, being obliged to accommodate them to the

interests of their states, and therefore must often

change, even in spite of themselves ;
it was therefore

of the utmost importance to take advantage of the

Duke s actual readiness to further the conversion of

the Chablais, as, having taken the first step, retreat

would be derogatory to his sovereign authority, a

point on which princes are peculiarly sensitive. In

fine, that it was easy to see from the present state of

affairs, how necessary it was that the sovereign

should interfere. The converts were so numerous,
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and of stich a cla-s that churches, ]i;istors to instruct,

colleges for the education oi youth, and many &amp;lt;&amp;gt;ti,

things, depending upon the will of the MN n,

were imperatively required. &quot;It is true,&quot; con

tinued he,
&quot; that tin , is unfavourable to such a

journey, but how many soldiers and mereluu,

the mountains every day on bus-iness of much K

importance.

Convincing as were the arguments of the holy

man. Father St. Esprit was no; ti.-lied; he look.

on the conversion of Beza as an affair of interest to

himself, whereas that of the Chablais was not. How
seldom it is that man s intention is so pure as to

exclude every particle of sell-interest I lie insisted

strongly on the authority of the Pope, and of the

obligation of ecclesiastics to obey it in things con

nected with the advantage of the Church. But the

Saint answered that he was sure His Holiness would

look to the greater good, and that if he were on the

spot, he would order him to carry out his present

plans ; that he was ready to give him an account of

his conduct, promising himself, moreover, that even

Father St. Esprit would plead in his justification.

The argument was cut short by the arrival of another

letter from the Duke, enjoining the provost to un

dertake the journey without delay, that his Highness
and the papal nuncio might at once confer with him

on the affairs of the Chablais. Father St. Esprit, who
was a man of upright intention, convinced that the

conversion of Beza would not be achieved in one single

visit, saw it must now be deferred, and that Francis

ought certainly to set out to Turin.

They were then at the end of November; snow
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had fallen in abundance, a furious north wind had

set in, -which rendered the cold more intense; the

roads choked up with snow, concealed the preci

pices which bordered them, and every day brought

sad accounts of the misfortunes which beset poor

travellers.

Francis was resolved to set out in spite of the remon

strances of his friends, as he did, with only Roland to

accompany him, of whom he had much more com

passion than of himself. We may guess what he

must have undergone, when it is stated that he

travelled for the most pare without a guide, for no

remuneration he could offer would induce the pea

santry to expose themselves to the horrors of such

an excursion; he was thus compelled to depend on

his own conjectures and slight knowledge of the

country. He crossed the mountains called of St.

Bernard, (not through Morin, as some writers

have mistaken,) in a furious storm, the snow drifted

about in all directions, and almost freezing him to

death. They reached the monastery half dead, nor

were their horses in much better condition.

This monastery was founded by St. Bernard de

Menthon, archdeacon of Aosta, in thanksgiving for

his safe passage across the mountains. Hospitality

is exercised here in a truly Christian style; travel

lers are even gone in search of by the religious, who

daily sally forth, laden with the requisite restora

tives, in case any poor wayfarer should have sunk

or missed his road. His arrival surprised the monks,

who well understood the dangers he had been ex

posed to, and accordingly they did their best to

relieve him. He gave orders to his servant to con-
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ceal his name, fearing that if he were known, lie

would be treat fd with distinction; hut Kohmd had

no notion of being ruled in this in-tuiuv hy the

humility of his ma-ter, and ; re did not think

lit to obev him. Having di-rlosed the name of the

gue&amp;gt;r,
and the object of his j^nni -y,

the re ,

treated him with every P..-M!,!,. drm&amp;lt;&amp;gt;n-trati &amp;gt;:i

ct and affection. Thev hud already heard of

what he had been doing in the Chabla . : look;

upon him as a Saint, similar to those of the first n.

of the Church, they deemed themselves happy in

being able to lodge such a m Francis :u\rp

their hospitality and courtesy with his usual &amp;gt;weet-

ness, and gratified them by informing them of the

state of religion in the Chablais, according to their

request, expressing himself with all due modesty.

They were unable to retain him amongst them as

long as they could have wished. As soon as the

storm subsided, he resumed his journey, passing

through Aosta, and arrived at Turin after encoun

tering all tfle rigours of the very worst season. lie

was admitted to an audience with the prince, who

welcomed him most cordially, and showed him all

the esteem and affection that a sovereign can

show towards a subject. He highly commended him

in presence of his whole court, and apologized for

obliging him to travel in so unpropitious a season,

and then whispering in his ear, he told him, that

contemplating an early visit to the Chablais in per

son, he wished beforehand to take all necessary mea

sures for the conversion of the whole country, and to

consult him on the subject, resolving to press it with

the whole weight of his authority.
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CHAPTER XVII.

FRANCIS IN COMMUNICATION WITH THE DUKE AND

HIS COUNCIL.

THE arrival of the Provost of Sales occupied the

attention of the court for several days. The prince,

who like a wise man as he was, knew how to appre

ciate the worth of his subjects, spoke repeatedly of

the immense good he had effected in the Chablais,

praising his moderation and patience, and requiring

minute details from himself, of various circumstances

of which he had only heard through vague report.

The whole court looked upon him as an extraordi

nary man, admiring his virtue and learning, especi

ally his prudence, by means of which he had achieved

so much, as to leave little doubt but that the whole

district would soon be converted.

Besides public audiences, the Duke had several

private conferences with him, taking information

from him with regard to the state of his dominions

beyond the mountains. Francis spoke so judiciously,

that the Duke soon saw he was as well versed in

politics as he was experienced in the science of the

saints and the subtleties of controversy.

Descending to particulars of the mission, he told

him that the lower classes were all Calvinists, be

cause they knew nothing else; that the middle

ranks, although sincerely addicted to Calvinism,

were in reality less attached to it, than averse
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to Catholicism, that this I &amp;gt;n sprang frm llie

miserable misrepresentations of Catholic doctriii

so perpetually attributed to him; but that the chu.-fs

and ministers of the Huguenot party adhered to their

pretended reform from mere human motive^, sueh

liberty, independence, and self-intr. md tliat it

was on this account that they so
pertinari.&amp;gt;u&amp;gt;ly

shrunk from an amicable discussion with him on

religious topics, and so maliciously maintained that

he did not teach true Catholic doctrines; whieh,

notwithstanding, he had invariably expounded ac

cording to the terms of the Council of Trent the

secure rule of faith. That this opinion of his was

fully borne out by the perpetual discord which

reiirned amongst them, and which had preverr

them from ever drawing up a formula containing the

articles of their belief, according to the principles of

Calvin; to this might be added the violent measures

employed to keep the people true to the pretended

reform, for instance, the false accusations by which

they procured the death of the minister who had

returned to the bosom of the Church, the spirit

of calumny so prevalent amongst them
;
their league

with the enemies of the state; his o\vn assas

sination planned in Geneva, and attempted several

times, adding, that he mentioned this, not to solicit

punishment, because having pardoned it from his

heart, it ought to be overlooked, but only to show

that they who could have recourse to such means,

so far from being converted with kindness, might

fairly be distrusted on the essential points of religion,

which exacts so much sincerity. He added, that as

they hated Catholicity, so too did they abhor the
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principles of their political government, Calvinism

being the natural enemy of monarchical institutes,

and as warmly attached to democracy. The prox

imity of the Genevese and Swiss, the continual in

tercourse they had with them, and conformity of

religion, strengthened this aversion, which, more

over, they looked upon as a link that secured for

them the protection of their neighbours. There

was no motive more likely to attach the people to

Calvinism, than the persuasion that the mainte

nance of their privileges depended on the preserva
tion of their religion. Their ministers declared to

them that the wish to restore Catholicity was only
to enable the government to deprive them of their

political rights. He concluded by saying that if the

heretics depended on their sermons only, nothing

more than preachers would be necessary to answer

them, but, since they availed themselves of human
means for the dissemination of error, it was only

reasonable to use the same means for the re-estab

lishment of the truth.

The Duke, supposing that the Saint wished him

to apply coercion to oblige the Calvinists to return

to the Church, here interrupted Francis, and said

that this was too hazardous a point to venture upon,

nor was it suited to the present posture of his

affairs; that measures of severity would infallibly

rouse the Swiss to arms; that at the present

moment he expected to be attacked by France the

affair of the Marquisate of Saluzzo not yet being

concluded. It was therefore important that he

should give the Swiss no just pretext for joining the

French against him. But the Saint replied that he
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never had the slightest idea of such a proposition;

tind although the Swiss ha&amp;lt;l employe ! : to expel

the Faith from those countries, he would never

rtv.mnneiid the same measures for the extirpation of

vinism. By human means, he meant offic&amp;lt;

honours, protection, rewards, -which were certainly

more due to the Catholics, as the mo&amp;gt;t faith

ful and obedient of his subjects. Now, it could nut

be expected thut this would lead the Sv, . rise

against a prince so powerful as his Ilighne , the

eifeers of whose prowess they had so recently frit.

The best of their troops were already in the pay
of France and Spain, and on such adva: U3

terms too, that it was not likely they wulJ be

recalled unless for the purpose of self-defence ;
all

they now sighed for was peace, as they were still

suffering from the effects of civil war. Geneva

though insolent under the protection of France, was

wholly devoted to traffic, and this would be sorely

prejudiced by war ; and the king of France having

but just been received into the Church, would lay

himself open to suspicion, if he favoured Calvinism,

therefore there was little chance of his encouraging
the Genevese in their opposition to what a prince

might choose to do in his own states. Potentates

might take advantage of every thing in time of war,

but peace inspired different maxims; nor was it

according to sound policy to protect subjects who

take up arms against their lawful sovereign.

The Duke admired his correct judgment even in

political affairs, of which he could have had no

experience, being still under thirty years of age.

Nevertheless these lights were necessary to him,
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for without them he would have been less qualified

for the functions to which he was destined by our

Lord. Religion and the civil state are so closely

connected, that the one is seldom touched without

affecting the other; hence it is always hazardous

to trust the affairs of religion to those who will not

observe the interests of the state.

The pious prince now conceived redoubled confi

dence in the Saint; besides genera] information he

enquired of him in particular, all that could con

tribute to perfect the good work. He desired him

to commit his opinions to writing, and to call on him

the next day, in order that they might be examined

in presence of the Pope s nuncio, the grand chan

cellor, and the state council.

On the following day, Francis made his appear

ance in the audience chamber, and was presented by
his Highness to the nuncio, as an apostolic man,

who had rendered great service to the Church.

The nuncio being well informed of all that he had

accomplished, listened to him with great condescen

sion, and warmly commended him. Then being

introduced to the council of state, he repeated what

he had written to the Duke, or had represented to

him in private interviews. He presented the

memorial which he had drawn up; which in sub

stance contained the following articles :

&quot;

Immediately required eight preachers, with a

revenue of a hundred golden scudi per annum,

which might be taken from the stipend allotted to

the ministers:

&quot; It would be well to unite several parishes into

one to save the expense of supporting all. The revenue

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



S. : 13 DE SALES.

of the parish priests to he fixed at a hundred and

ty golden scudi, which would enuhle them to

maintain a viear; lifteen or sixteen of these would

be suilk-ieiit, but not more than are necessary.

&quot;It is expedient that tin- Church offices should be

complete at Thonon; then-lore besides the rector,

there .light to be at least six pr:
vith a revenue

of four hundred golden scudi. The expenses hitherto

incurred, amounting to two hundred scudi, ought

to be refunded.

&quot;A catholic schoolmaster ought to be established

in Thonon, till such time as a college of the society

of Jesus can be introduced th-

&quot;

It is of the utmost importance that all the

ministers should be driven out of the country,

especially those of Thonon, who are bolder and more

extravagant than the rest.

&quot; Also to deprive by public edict, the heretics of

all charges and dignities whether civil or military.

&quot;

It is expedient that the governor of the province

should impose heavy penalties in punishment of

those delinquencies which heresy has established

into custom.
&quot; And also to ascertain minutely what property

belonging to benefices and religious houses, have

been usurped by the heretics and ate unjustly held

by them. This property would raise a sufficient

fund for repairing the churches, and for the main

tenance of the priests. But nothing requires more

prompt consideration than the restoration of the

Church of Allinges, and appointing one for the

converts of Thonon, together with priests to ad-
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minister the sacraments and preach the word of

God.&quot;

The zeal of the Saint did not stop here. He

represented that there was a consistory in Thonon,

composed chiefly of laics, at which an official of his

Highness assisted, though without having a decisive

vote. This tribunal, which was the only good thing

introduced by the heretics, had power to punish, by
correction and light penalties such vices as the

magistrates usually overlook
;

for instance, intoxica

tion, excesses committed at balls, banquets, games,
and dress, immodesties, oaths, blasphemies, disobe

dience in children, disputes between married people,

and the like. He requested his Highness to leave

this tribunal standing, as being very useful in

correcting abuses; but to give an order that the

president of this consistory should be one of the

preachers deputed by the Bishop, in order that the

corrections should be made according to the spirit

of the Gospel ;
and that one half of it should be

composed of ecclesiastics, leaving the decisive vote

to the official appointed by the sovereign. The

pecuniary penalties to be applied to the repair of

the churches, and the relief of the poor.

He moreover suggested the prohibition of heretical

publications, as tending to nourish the people in

error and insubordination. They abounded in con

sequence of the close vicinity of Geneva. In pro

portion as these were suppressed, Catholic works

should be substituted, such as would improve the

people, and counteract the pernicious effects of the

others. It was of importance to the benefit of the

state, that a love of virtue should be instilled in the
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minds of the people, who are never more sul ve

to their rulers than when tliry are faithful to (iod;

the most virtuous citizens always being the most

loyal. That Catholic bouk&amp;lt; nii_rht be sold at a

cheaper rate, he requested the Duke illi&amp;gt;h a

C utholic printing press at Annrcy. LM\intin_r it sueh

privileges and prerogatives as should enable it to

cover its expf!;---: it miurh
I
be helped with

a pension taken from the reven abbey,

with the Pope s consent. In fact, a hundred scudi

which the monks of Talloira pay annually to a

layman for the alleged priv: -f cutting wood,

might be applied to this purpose.

Lastly, he added, that lie knew there were many
who were deterred from being converted, (thoucrh

they wished it) by the dread of poverty; therefore

conversion would be greatly promoted by opening
a house of mercy at Thonon, for those, who having
a trade, were unable to procure work, or to provide

for their subsistence in any other way. There were

rich abbeys enough in Savoy, serving no other

purpose than that of discrediting religion, because of

the disorderly lives of the inmates. Some of their

revenues might be applied to this good work. A

seminary was likewise necessary. Geneva wag

famous for its schools, which attracted gentlemen
from all quarters, to the great benefit of the sect as

well as of trade. To give a better idea of the

spiritual destitution of the country, he need only
state that previous to the rebellion, there were

between the river Durance and Geneva, fifty-two

parish Churches, and nineteen in the Bailiwick of

Ternier, without reckoning abbeys, priories, and
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chapels. The whole of the property belonging to

these Churches had been seized by the Bernese. A
few ecclesiastics still retained a small share, whilst

others, by order of the Pope, had joined the ranks

of SS. Maurice and Lazarus, erected for this purpose
in commendam. If there were no other means of

restoring and maintaining the Churches and parochial

clergy, the revenues of the former should be taken

for the purpose. The principals of the institute

were therefore summoned, Thomas Bergara and

Joseph di Ruffia, cavaliers of great experience, who

promised provisionally to maintain six curates,

authorizing the provost to choose them. The holy
man foresaw that some of the councillors would

oppose his propositions, and had therefore prepared

himself to defend them, which he did so effectually,

that the Duke granted all he required, with the

exception of two articles, viz., the expulsion of the

ministers, and depriving the heretics of charges and

dignities, promising, nevertheless, that in a short

time, even these should be carried into effect. Thus

ended the conference, much to the honour of

Francis; every one admiring his modesty, prudence,

and wisdom.
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xvln.

FRANCIS TAKES LEAVE OF HIS IIKiHM .. AND KI.TI!:

TO THE CIIAHLAIS. REGAINS POSSESSION OF THE

CIU KCH OF SAINT HY1TOLITUS.

Fi: ANCIS felt a holy impatience to return to the

Chablais, not only to resume his task -with fn-&amp;gt;h

ardour, but likewise to obviate the inconveniences

which he feared his absence might occasion; and

therefore he endeavoured to hasten the iiting

the patents promised by his Highness. lie had

several other interviews with the Pope s nuncio, to

whom he particularly mentioned the order he had

received from his Holiness to seek out Beza,

together with the motives which hud induced him

to defer complying with the order till after his

return. The nuncio not only approved of his

decision in this particular, but promised to justify

him to the Pope, and to become his advocate at the

courts of Rome and Savoy, that he might the sooner

obtain what he required for the success of his

mission. He encouraged him to go on with the

same assiduity and zeal as he began, assuring him
that his labours were known to his Holiness, and

were most gratifying to him. All tilings being

arranged for his departure, he had a last audience

with the Duke, who remitted to him the patents he

required. They consisted of a letter to the magis
trates of Thonon, and another to the governor of the
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province, -wherein lie signified it to be his will that

the mission should be supported to the utmost of

their power; and in another letter he gave orders

to his officials, to pay the expenses already incurred,

and those to be hereafter incurred, in support of the

same.

He made farther enquiries as to the state of the

city of Geneva, and received from the holy man, ail

the information he desired. The Duke expected
that Francis would take advantage of his friendly

dispositions in his regard, to ask something for

himself, or at least to have his expenses re-imbursed ;

but rinding that he made no allusion to anything

of the sort, he himself made the proposal. Francis

then took occasion, not to represent any personal

interests, but those of the chapter of the Cathedral

of Geneva; stating the needy conditions of the

canons, who, since the alienation of their revenues

by the heretics, were reduced to such straits as

not to have wherewith to support themselves in

frugal respectability. They were compelled to

officiate in a borrowed church; though thanks to

Divine Goodness, there was not a cathedral in

Europe where the Church Office was more solemnly

performed, considering their poverty, which was

very great. The first year they were helped by
Paul III., who granted them half the fruits of the

vacant benefices
;

it being only reasonable that the

other churches should contribute towards the

maintenance of the mother Church. Pius IV. and

Gregory XIII. had exempted them from the pay
ment of all tithes; nevertheless, in the course of

three years, they were most rigorously exacted by
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the officials, to the great inconvenience of the canons.

He therefore entreated his HighlMM to permit them

to enjoy this immunity, as well as some oth&amp;lt;T

privileges which he specified. The duke acceded to

all these just demands, giving orders that the neces

sary patents should be expedited. H m&amp;lt;&amp;gt;iv&amp;lt;&amp;gt;vT

assured the holy man that he would soon send one of

the senators to signify his will to the people of Thonoii ;

one who should in person second all his good desigi

deferring until then the confirmation of the two

articles referring to the ministers and offices. He

then took leave of him with a thousand marks of

esteem and affection.

The winter was becoming more and more severe,

therefore all his friends at court were most anxious

to detain him at Turin till the spring. Even the

Duke and the nuncio recommended him to defer his

return; but Francis was not one to consider himself

when the interests of God were in question. The

only precaution that he took, was to cross the

mountains called little St. Bernard, which were

not quite so rocky as the Alps of the great St.

Bernard. He reached Thonon in safety, though not

without having much to suffer; and lost no time in

visiting all his Catholics, giving them an account of

all he had done in their behalf. Mutually gratified,

he rejoiced to find that they had lost none of their

zeal and constancy; whilst they were equally de

lighted that he had been received in court with such

distinction, and had obtained so much to the benefit

of religion in Thonon and the province. He spent
several days in fasting and prayer, to obtain from

God constancy for himself under the opposition to

VOL I.- 1 7.
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which he foresaw he would be exposed, and due

submission for the people, in order that lie might
not relent in his zeal, nor they compel the sovereign

to have recourse to rigour, to enforce the execution

of his orders.

Francis and the Catholics were most anxious that

the church of St. Hyppolitus, surrendered to them

by the Duke, should be promptly restored, that he

might officiate therein at the approaching Christmas

festivals. He therefore hastened to deliver the

Duke s letters to the governor of the province, and

to the syndics of Thonon. A report had already

been circulated that the Mass was to be restored,

and the heretics, in their fury, declared they would

do their best to prevent it. The governor promised

his assistance, according to the orders of his High

ness, and desired Francis to let him know promptly
and minutely, if he met with any opposition on

the occasion ; but the syndics no sooner read

the Duke s letter than they themselves excited

a sedition. The Calvinists ran to arms, and im

mediately closed the gates of the town, to prevent

the governor and the country people from coming
to the assistance of Francis and his friends. One

party invested the Church, to hinder him from

taking possession of it, whilst the others marched

round the town, threatening to massacre all the

Catholics, and to burn Francis in the market-place.

The Catholics seeing the danger to which their

pastor was exposed, likewise took up arms, and

acknowledging no other ruler than the Saint (view

ing in him the sovereign, whose orders he was

obeying) were determined to sell their lives at a dear
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rate. The authority of the prince gave them

courage; and though far inferior to the Calvinists

in number, were evidently not to be despised. It

seemed as if some man of authority directed them

(but in an under-hand way), for they took up their

post most advantageously, and in regular order, so

that even a smaller number would have been able

to stand their ground. The safety of Fran,

their iirst concern; they surrounded his lo&amp;lt;l_
r in_ ,

and though he told them that he would on no

account oppose force to force, and that he should

deem himself most fortunate to die in so just a

cause, nothing would induce them to withdraw.

M You are too susceptible under insult,&quot; said he to

them;
&quot;

it is very clear that you are as yet mere

novices in your religion, which orders us to die for

our neighbour, whereas you would kill him. Are

these the miracles of the Church you have forsaken ?

The Apostles raised the dead; but you would slay

the living. They cured the cripple, but you would

cripple the healthy. Oh, no! shew yourselves to be

the worthy children of Christ, by suffering injuries

and blows; for it is far more glorious to suffer for

His love, than to avenge oneself for the glory of the

world.&quot; Thus fortified by the grace of the Lord,

he went forth at the head of his little troop, to meet

the enemy; who though vomiting a thousand im

precations upon him, did not dare to touch him;

restrained either by the majesty and sweetness of

his aspect, or by the fear of those who accompanied

him, or by some superior power. Towards evening

Le was able to enter the church, and having work

men ready at hand, they began operations at once.
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No sooner were the heretics aware of this than

they resumed their arms and surrounded the church ;

when there was every appearance that the two

parties would proceed to blows. Francis placed

himself immediately between them, at the risk of

his life. His presence restrained the Catholics, and

checked the fury of the Calvinists. The syndics

insulted him, calling him a disturber of the public

peace; and telling him that it was not lawful for

him to say Mass in their city against their consent;

as it was settled at the treaty of Noyon, that

they should enjoy liberty of conscience. The Saint

replied:
&quot;

It does not belong to you to pass judg

ment on my actions. I have full power from his

Highness,&quot; (here he produced his authorization),
&quot; as

you well know; and it behoves me to inform you,

that come what will, your heads will pay the pen

alty of any injury inflicted on me and mine;&quot; then,

raising his voice so as to be heard by those at a dis

tance, he told them that if he had taken the church

on his own authority, they would have some right

to oppose him, yet even then, it ought to be done

according to the ordinary forms of justice, and not

with weapons in their hands, as they were not

allowed to use them, unless by permission of the

prince, in his service, certainly not in opposition to

his intentions. They might judge from the letters

they had received, whether he was acting by orders

of his sovereign; and if so, they were bound by
their office to second him, and not oppose him. It

was with their consent that the citizens had taken

up arms, perhaps even by their command. Let

them beware lest their disobedience drew upon them
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the destruction of the town. It was not his inten

tion to become their accuser in th; . ii -v^rt he-

less, he had orders from the Duke to inform him of

the manner in which they received these his formal

decisions. ll\&amp;lt; Ili_rhiie-&amp;lt; had no idea of depriving

them of liberty of conscience; but reason su
,

that having *&amp;gt; many other places of public &quot;worship,

it was but just that they who professed the. r.-ligioa

of the sovereign should at least have one church

wherein to assemble. He was depriving them of

nothing of their own, since it w !l known that

tli church of St. Ilyppolitus had fr centuries been

dedicated to Catholic rites, and that they were merely

requiring possession of what had been w: ; from

them by violence, so that if the Catholics n&amp;lt; ide

use of the same means (which they did not), the

Calvinists would have no right to complain of them;

he concluded by conjuring his hearer*, for the love

which they owed their common country by the

solicitude with which they ought to guard it, to open
their eyes to the miseries which they would entail

on themselves by persevering in contumaev, and

opposing themselves to the express orders of their

sovereign.

His own followers loudly applauded this speech,

to which the heretics responded by calling him a

magician, an idolater, a papist, the enemy of his

country, and there was every appearance that the

infuriated mob would bring matters to a crisis, when

some of the more moderate proposed an accommoda

tion ; whereupon the rest laid down their arms. The

leaders repaired to the house where Francis lodged,

at no great distance, when several arrangements were
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suggested, but as they all implied a suspension of the

prince s designs, at least till they could apply to him,

Francis rejected them all with a courage that aston

ished them. He insisted on the provisional execu

tion of the Duke s express command, saying,
&quot; Even

if he should be inclined to favour you, and should

deem your pretensions lawful, it shall be no benefit

to you to have taken up arms to compel me and

mine to obey you.&quot;
In despair of bringing him to

their terms, the councillors threatened to have him

assassinated by some one who should send for him

under the pretext of a desire to be converted to

his faith ;
to this the Saint replied, with an energy

that completely confounded them,
&quot; You ought to be

well aware that there is nothing I should like

better than to give my life in so just a cause; my
only regret would be the ceitainty of the terrible

vengeance that would follow. Be wise then in time,

and endeavour to bring your people to obedience

arid submission, lest you provoke the just indigna

tion of your prince.&quot;
The councillors declared they

would not answer for what might ensue, and de

manded a public acknowledgment of their opposi

tion, whilst he, on the contrary, protested against

them, as guilty of rebellion and high treason: and

thus finished the contest.

However, when the principal inhabitants began

to reflect on the probable consequences of the affair,

they tried to appease the people by telling them that

they were resolved to write to the prince, hoping

that when better informed, he would do them jus

tice, and in the meantime to show their respect for

his commands, it was judged advisable to leave
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them to be carried into effect without further oppo
sition.

Letters were accordingly written by both part

the tumult ceased, and the Saint remained in
j

aide possession of the church; immediate repairs

were begun, in order that it mi^ht be ready for the

neu- horn Saviour, and that the Cathulu-s mi_r lit a--i4

at the holy offices within its walls at the followii.

Chri-tmas tWtivals.

The niifht preceding the solemnity, the Catholics

assembled in great numbers, even from the neigh

bouring villages. The Church was prepared with

more neatness than ornament, and the Saint cele

brated holy mass, which had not been done since

1535. The concourse was so numerous, that com

munion was administered to at k-a&amp;gt;t eight hundred

persons. At the conclusion of the mass, he preached

with such a deep feeling of devotion, that all hearts

\vere influenced with love for the precious Babe of

Bethlehem, born for the redemption of mankind.

At daybreak he said his second mass, and the

third about nine o clock, an equally large assembly

assisting at it. To him, these indeed proved festi

vals of multiplied consolation, for the inhabitants of

three villages came in a body to abjure heresy at his

hands, namely, those of Allinges, Messing, and

Breno. Acting on the faculties given him by the

Bishop, he appointed curates to these villagers, and

obtained several immunities for them by applying to

the Duke.

He sent his cousin and coadjutor of the mission,

Lewis of Sales, to Breno, of which he happened to be

the temporal lord.
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So immense were his labours at this time, that it

is difficult to believe how one man can have accom

plished so much. In proportion as the number of

Catholics increased, so did the conferences and in

structions increase, and it was he who had to give

them; it is, however, a characteristic of charity to

do that which seems impossible. The heretics them

selves were astonished how one man could undertake

and accomplish so many things. Preaching, hear

ing confessions, holding conferences, visiting the

sick, writing, assisting at funerals, going in quest

of the poor in the vilest of huts, measuring his

labours, not by his own strength, but by the neces

sities of his neighbour and the immense charity of

his heart.

Although his days were spent in these laborious

functions, his nights were not devoted to repose; he

had taken upon himself the care of the church of

Thonon, until he received further information from

the bishop ; now, he not only spent a great part of

the night in writing, studying, praying, and in

structing, but very often without so much as taking

off his clothes to lie down ; he even availed himself

of this time to carry the Blessed Sacrament to the

sick, in order that it might not be exposed to the

insults of the heretics by day.

He could have obtained precise injunctions and

prohibitions from the prince against whoever should

dare to disturb the exercises of religion; but he

judged it better to forbear for a time, in order not to

exasperate the Calvinists against himself, which

would only have hindered the progress of the faith.

Indeed, it is surprising how considerate he was in
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their regard, especially when we know that his con

sideration cost him so much, lie does not seem to

Lave felt the effects of his labours at the time, hut

they most undoubtedly shortened his life; old ;

to which he did not attain, would probably h

betrayed the toils of his youth. HH friends :

quently warned him to take a little care of himself,

to which he invariably answered, that it was not

necessary that he should live, whereas it was neces

sary that the Church should be saved; that, sup:

ing he were carried off by an attack of pleurisy, he

should get to heaven all the sooner, but that if he

lived, he should at Iea&amp;gt;t have the consolation of not

having looked to the pain for the sake of the conso

lation which accompanied it; that the example of

Jacob confounded him, and that the God of Jacob

well deserves all our love.
&quot; In a word,&quot; he says,

&quot;love renders labour sweet, and those things e

which appear impossible; those who love, can well

understand that where there is true love no toil can

weary us.&quot;

God blessed his zeal, for the number of Catholics

daily increased. It is affirmed that, through his ser

mons, as many as eight thousand persons were con

verted in one day, and this it was that rendered his

labours so sweet. As the agriculturalist rejoices

under the fatigues of a plentiful harvest, so did he

exult in his heart, as he saw the wheat of the elect

increase, the wheat which was to fill the granaries of

the heavenly Jerusalem.

But it was not his labours alone that sanctified

him; love, and the interior spirit with which he

laboured, contributed yet more to his sanctification.
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He partially describes the variety of his labours in

one of his letters, and then adds,
&quot; In reality these

functions are various, but the intention with which

they are done is but one; it is love alone which

stamps the difference on the price of our actions and

exercises. Our Divine Saviour was equally the

beloved of His Father in the garden where He hum
bled Himself, at the marriage of Cana where He was

exalted, on Thabor where He was transfigured, and

on Calvaiy where He was crucified, because in all

these circumstances He honoured His Father with

the same heart, the same submission, and the same

love; let us then endeavour to have a true love,

which may make us seek nothing but the good

pleasure of our Lord; this will render our actions

beautiful and perfect, however common and insigni

ficant they may seem;&quot; a practical instruction to be

despised by no one who is engaged in multiplicity

of occupations.

CHAPTER XIX.

THE SAINT RECEIVES AN ANSWER FROM THE DUKE.

WRITES SEVERAL TRACTS. CONVERSION OF THE FIRST

SYNDIC, &C.

FRANCIS wrote both to the Duke and to the

apostolic nuncio, informing them of the difficulties

raised by the people of Thonon, soliciting a prompt
and favourable answer, fearing lest the intrigues of

some of the courtiers might be directed against the

good cause. But there was no need of pressing the
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Duke on a point where his authority had so mani

festly been despised by the Thononese. He testified

his displeasure by not answering their letter, whilst,

on the contrary, nothing could have been more

favourable than his answer to the Saint, whose zeal

and prudence he commended. He approved all that

he had done, or purposed to do, for the re-establish

ment of the Catholic religion, adding, that he had

given orders to Lambert the governor, to assist him,

declaring, moreover, that he was willing to succour

any minister who wished to become a Catholic, as

requested; finally, he ordered him to show this

letter, which was dated 7th January, to the syndics

and to the council. This mortified the people of

Thonon to the last degree; as if they had expected

no reproof, and as if the sovereign, whose authority

they had contemned, was to show no resentment on

the occasion.

Their mortification was increased, when, a little

later, the regiment of Count Martinengo, lieutenant-

general of the Duke s forces, came and took up its

quarters at Thonon without giving any previous

notice, remaining there till further orders were for

warded from court; this was done by His Highness,

expressly to keep the people in check, and to testify

his indignation. The soldiers arrived during Lent

with what spiritual profit to themselves, will be

shown later.

In the meantime, the restoration of the public

exercises of religion brought new conversions every

day, yet they were not so numerous as the insatiable

zeal of the holy man could have desired, who, per

ceiving that the inhabitants did not attend his ser-

Private Use Only



268 S. FRANCIS BE SALES.

mons, or at least but very seldom, he resolved to

address them through books. &quot;

Thus,&quot; said he,

&quot;1st, If you will not come to me, these books shall go

to you, and shall convey to your hearts what you will

not come here to fetch. 2nd, They will satisfy those

who, not knowing how to answer my arguments, say

they should like to introduce them to the ministers,

to see whether they would not then appear in a differ

ent light, or whether they would not be completely re

futed ; every one will be at liberty to present them to

whom he pleases. 3rd, As the eye is a better judge
than the ear, they will be able to consider them atten

tively, as they hold them in their hands. 4th, That

they may see that I am ready to say at Annecy or

at Rome the same things that I say at Thonon.&quot;

This last remark was intended to remove the erro

neous opinion of some who did not believe him to be

a staunch Catholic, merely because he did not teach

those doctrines which the Calvinists falsely ascribed

to Catholics; meaning, for instance, that he said

our works are of no value, unless they are coloured

with the blood of Jesus Christ, which gives them all

their worth ;
that in the adorable Sacrament of the

altar, under the species of bread and wine, there are

substantially, really, and truly, the body and blood

of Jesus Christ, but not carnally; that the saints

have no further power than that of mediators, and

that there is the same difference between them and

God, as there can be between the creature and the

Creator; between that which is finite, and that

which is infinite, and other such truths applied to

the faithful in so very different a sense by the min

isters. He wrote successively various tracts on the
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chief points of controversy, briefly and in his usual

stvlc, as easy to be understood, as they were sublime

in their teaching, obtaining all the success he had

expected. lie dedicated them to gentlemen of the

city of Thonon, in a letter which served as preface,

worthy of his excellent heart, because filled with sen

timents of humility and of charity for the people.

Hi^ inces&amp;gt;ant occupations and his infirmities did not

allow him to complete the work in the manner he

could have wished, so that several of the pieces are

mere fragments, which were never filled up, unless,

indeed, some of the papers were mislaid. There is

a small volume of these controversial tracts, col

lected by Father de Cau-ji, a minim. One of the

first treats of &quot;true and false missions,&quot; where he

proves that Luther, Calvin, and other ministers of

the so-called reformed Church, had no true mission,

refutes their absurd notion of a Church with an in

visible mission, demonstrates the error of those who

affirm that the Church contains none but the pre

destinate, and that it can and does suffer an inter

ruption. A second treats of the &quot; rules of faith,&quot; in

which, after demonstrating that holy scripture forms

the real rule of our belief, he proves that the heretics

have corrupted it by discarding some of its books

to suit themselves, and that they have profaned it

by translating it into the vulgar tongue, essentially

deteriorating the majesty of the divine word, and

gives examples from the translations of Clement

Maroth and Theodore Beza, in the psalms of David.

He next reproves the grounds on which the minis

ters strive to justify the translation, and the use of

it in the vulgar tongue. He then treats of tradi-
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tion, which forms the second rule of faith, showing

that in all ages it has been received by the Church,

and that the heretics are guilty of great rashness in

rejecting it. In a third, he treats of the rule of

faith of &quot;

explanation and application.&quot; He estab

lishes the primacy of St. Peter and his successors, on

the authority of scripture, the fathers and councils ;

he shows in what sense Catholics teach that St.

Peter was the foundation-stone of the Church,

namely, secondarily and subordinately to Christ ; for,

if St. Paul says there can be no other foundation than

Christ, he likewise says that the faithful rest on the

foundation of the apostles; he next adduces fifty

prerogatives,
attributed by the holy fathers and

councils to the Bishop of Rome. This tract discloses

the profound respect which he bore to the Holy See.

In the second part, after deploring the injurious

attacks of heretics upon the Church, by refusing to

recognise her as the rule of faith
; upon the general

councils by despising their authority ; and upon the

holy fathers by trampling on their credit
;
he proves

that the Church must be, and ought to be visible,

and have a visible head competent to decide contro

versies; likewise, that she should be &quot;one in her

doctrine, holy and spotless, endowed with the gift of

miracles and prophecy, universal, ancient, perpetual,

fruitful and apostolical.&quot;
And as all these qualities

are wanting to the misnamed reformation, he con

cludes that it cannot be the true Church, nor does it

teach the rules of Christian perfection. In the

fourth place he speaks of the sacraments, their nature

and form, and of the intention necessary in those

who administer them, (we have to regret the irrepa-
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ruble loss of the remainder of the tract,) and then lie

authoritatively and argumentatively proves the exis-

tence of purgatory.

Although these treatix 1 - were never completed and

touched up by the muster-hand of the holy man,

they are full, nevertheless, of excellent instruction;

and whoever compares them with his other works,

will readily admit that they are worthy of the admi

rable pen of St. Francis, and are m&amp;lt; t ul to those

who are engaged in the conversion of heretics.

His style is sweet, Christian, and full of tender com

passion for erring souls; treating, them with charity,

and, according to the example of the angelical doc

tor, without asperity of expression, and without in

discreet zeal, which, generally speaking, only confirm

the erring in their obstinacy, instead of inducing

them to seek and love truth. When the people of

Thonon read these tracts, they not only conceived a

high opinion of the learning of the author, but also

quite changed their idea of the Catholic Church,

to which, in progress of time, they united them

selves.

There were in the Chablais a great number of

persons possessed by the devil, experience showing
that they always abound in heretical countries. This

proves the justness of a remark made by Martin Rio,

to the effect, that heretics are much given to magic;

they who rebel against God easily league themselves

with the devil. Francis relieved many of these by
exorcism, having a special grace in this respect, to

the no small annoyance of the ministers, who could

never expel the devil from human bodies. To dis

credit him, they renewed their former calumnies,
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proclaiming him a magician, though their assertions

did not meet with general belief, his most exem

plary life being the most convincing proof of the

contrary. Their next assertion was, that the people

he delivered were not really possessed, that their con

tortions, &c., were merely the effect of imagination;
whilst others, in fine, denied the existence of the

devil altogether, or if there was such a being, at least

he had no power over the human body. This opi

nion was supported by a certain doctor of Paris, who
had the audacity to dedicate a work to the king of

France, in which the impiety, if not the atheism of

the author was avowed, for he directly impugns
the use of exorcism, against the very ancient and

uniform teaching of the Church.

Seeing that no one else took up the cause, the

Saint composed a work, which, if it was not printed,

is only owing to his humility ; in nine short chapters,

not the less clear in consequence of their brevity,

he says all that could be desired on such a subject.

He first demonstrates the relation there is between

the human and the angelic nature; how Satan holds

communication with man since the fall of Adam, and

how far his communication extends
;
he then tells us

that the communication, by means of which Satan

allies himself to man, is more frequent since the in

carnation; that though it produces warfare in the

soul, and torture to the body, God has provided a

remedy to this serious and frequent evil. He next

discusses the precise qualities of the vexation occa

sioned by the devil in those of whom he has posses

sion; of the dispositive and immediate causes sub

servient to the malignant fiend, in his attacks upon.
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the human body; of the designs of Satan both against

the individual possessed, and against the Church,

which undertakes to e\| ! him from the posse &amp;lt;-d,

and he concludes by saying that as (iod - unds

to the fury of the devil, when tormenting tlie inde-

inoniated, so does He likewise limit }\\.- malice, wh

In- trie- to deceive the Church by his artifices; and as

the patience of the one surpa-ses hi- power, BO does

the prudence of the other triumph over hi- t;

that if the devil, the prince of darl. his

deception unveiled, his followers who are in and of

the world, take up two weapons at his instigation,

viz., force and calumny iu older to fight against the

church, and although she may not I rms to con

tend against force, at least has that which can

repel calumny innocence in action, sincerity in

speech, and authority in her judgment
About this time, Viret, the minister at Thonon,

enraged at seeing the Mass revived in the city, was

incessantly preaching and declaring that the papist s

Mass was downright idolatry, and the abomination ot

desolation foretold by Daniel; he asserted that the

real presence of the body of Jesus Christ in the

Eucharist, destroyed the symbol and analogy of

faith. But in speaking of these things, he affectedly
used terms of logic, of which he evidently did not

understand the meaning, and applied them so inop

portunely as to excite the laughter of those who
were pretty well informed; whilst the vulgar and

ignorant, admiring what they did not comprehend,

imagined their minister to be a very learned man.
&quot; There was

danger,&quot; says Charles Augustus,
&quot; that Viret, inflated by so much praise, might burst

;

VOL. i. 18
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but Francis soon averted the danger, by publishing

a short and devout meditation on the Apostles

Creed, where, in as many paragraphs as there are

articles, he clearly proved the mystery of the Eu
charist to be in conformity with all that the apos

tles propose to our belief in the Creed.&quot; This medi

tation soon circulated so widely as to be printed in

Paris and in other places; it is worth remarking,

that towards the end, he added an anagram of his

own name in French, signifying that the strength

of faith was incapable of diminution, Francoy de

Sales. Foy sans decaler.

A little later, still worse befel Yiret, than the

notion of having discovered that the mass and the

Eucharist destroy the analogy of faith, and the morti

fication of seeing it so clearly proved, that so far from

destroying them, they are in accordance with every

article of the Apostolic Creed ; whereupon he rashly

accused of blasphemy, a proposition of faith, used by
the Saint in one of his sermons. Several letters were

written on both sides, (for the minister had not

courage to venture on a personal encounter,) but he

wrote so much, and perhaps so hastily, as to fall into

one of the heretical propositions of Jovinian, with

regard to the virginity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
in consequence of which he was obliged publicly to

retract his words.

All these writings, seconded by the incredible la

bours of Francis, so far excited the people of Thonon,

that several embraced the Catholic faith; amongst

others, the first syndic, named Peter Fournier. This

conquest was highly gratifying to the holy man, who

was well aware that men of authority are usually
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imitated by many other*; he resolved, therefore, to

conduct tins neophyte with public solemnity to tin

church. Assembling all the Catholics, they Join

into a procession and walked along to the church,
Fournier being at the right haul of Francii;

reaching the square, the heretics who were lying
there in wait, discharged a shower o;

of which even struck the Saint. Xotwithstandin

this, the Catholics advanced steadily, and oil arrivin

at the church porch, Francis turned round and

accosted the mob; the sweet, per&amp;gt;uasive power of his

words, and the dazzling brilliancy of hi- -, so

completely subdued the outburst of popular furv,

that those who were accustomed to witness such

:ies, ascribed it to nothing less than a miracle.

Foumier made his abjuration, his confession, and

received communion, and, animated by the zeal

which the holy man usually inf u-el into his neo

phyte-, lie protested that he would not suffer the

city to be any longer styled an heretical city, seeing

that it might justly be called Catholic, now that

the majority and the most respectable of the inhabi

tants belonged to the Church, lie deemed it expe

dient to write to the Pope, who took so lively an

interest in the affairs of the Chablais, as was testified

by his letters to the sovereign and the bishop; the

council was assembled, when the holy man, with his

usual tact, overcame all opposition, and was com

missioned to write to His Holiness, which he did, to

the great satisfaction of the pontiff, who was so

exceedingly zealous for the progress of religion.

The letter was us follows :
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&quot;Most Blessed Father!

&quot;

Loving us as your Holiness does, with so much

solicitude and charity, although we were but stray

sheep, and are but lately returned to the fold, as

we are assured by letters from our friends at Rome,

and by the arrival of the archbishop of Vienna, this

does but demonstrate the truth of what we have all

along heard from him, who, by the gospel, has regene

rated us to Jesus Christ, namely, that there is here on

earth a sovereign pastor, to whom our Saviour com

mitted His flock, in such distinct terms as evidently

to show that He entrusted them all to him, to him

consequently does it appertain (in addition to daily

supplications) to take charge of all the churches ; most

sincerely then do we recognise in your Holiness, the

pre-eminence of the apostolic priesthood, together

with the zeal proportioned to so high a dignity.

Greatly do we rejoice to see your Holiness so well imi

tate the glorious St. Peter, at the same time that you

occupy his chair; especially inasmuch as you would

not only govern the sheep, but would wish to suc

cour all, and particularly us. Prostrate, therefore,

at the feet of your Holiness, we return you infinite

thanks for this favour, beseeching you to continue

those benefits which spring from your truly aposto

lic spirit in our regard, and never to allow your

paternal clemency to be wanting to us. Thus will

your Holiness truly be most blessed in your immor

tal reward, as you already are exalted by the dignity

which you possess. May God long preserve you,

according to our prayers, for the advantage of His

Church.
&quot; From Thonon,&quot; &c.
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( EAPTEB XX.

ARRIVAL OF TROOPS. ri:ANCI&amp;gt; &amp;lt; i CIIAMHEKY.

WHILST Francis wa-: wholly intent on &amp;lt;

the schemes of the Calvinist f whom daily

embraced the faith, and in strengthening the n&amp;lt;

convert?, exposed to great persecution luini-

neering spirit and deceit of the heretics, the holy
season of Lent came on, a season not even known by
name to the inhabitants of the C iiablaU. Th holy
man i it by the distribution of ashes and

preaching. Not satisfied with preuehinir in his own

church, he carried the word of God through the

neighbouring hamlet-. Every Sunday he assemb!

the children and adults of both sexes in the after

noon, instructing them in the rudiments of religion,

in an easy and familiar manner. Twice a week he

gave lessons on cases to the clergy and others who
wished to be instructed.

The faith seemed to rise in common opinion, as

people saw the provost redouble his exertions and

bear up so nobly under them; they felt convinced

that Almighty God gave him strength, which he so

entirely employed in His service, whereas Viret

was quite overtasked by his one weekly sermon on

Sunday.
Lent was half over when the Count of Martinen-

go s regiment arrived at Thonon, at a moment when
/-Francis was in the country; the heretics were
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astcmnrlecl, imagining the soldiers were come to pay
them off. Well was it for the former that it was a

saint whom they had injured, one whom they well

knew they could insult with impunity, for never

would he avenge himself. As soon as he returned,

the officers went in a body to visit him, informing
him that they had orders from His Highness to un

dertake nothing without his concurrence; to regu

late themselves according to his desire, and to act as

he believed circumstances to require. Francis, who

never had recourse to human measures for what

concerned his ministry, excepting in extreme cases,

availed himself of this civility, to beg they would

enforce strict discipline amongst the troops, and

would let them be as little burdensome as possible

on the inhabitants. Perceiving that they came in

crowds to his sermons, attracted by esteem of his

person, as well as by the power of his arguments

and the eloquence of his discourse, he changed his

method, and instead of confining himself to points of

controversy, of which his sermons had hitherto

chiefly been composed, he began to preach on moral

doctrines, such as might benefit both the converts

and the old Catholics, as well as the soldiers. He
dwelt now on the fundamental truths of religion and

the maxims of eternity, which are applicable to all

states ;
he did it so successfully that every one ran

to hear him, his style being adapted to every capa

city. Our Lord blessed his pious designs. In a

short time as great a change was wrought both in

officers and men, as had been before observed in the

garrison of Allinges. There were few who did not

make general confessions of their whole lives to him,
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and he distributed the paschal communion to all on

IL.ly Thursday, Saturday, and 1 -day. It not

unfrequently happens that these changes are of no

long duration; old habits i: -tune their

swav, either from negligence in combating them, or

because occasions and bad example are so common

in the arms . Francis, foreseeing these inconveni

ences, prescribed preventive remedies, gave salutary

counsels proportioned to each one s strength, and

that they might have no excuse for neglecting them,

they requested him to commit them to writin

which he did. Once he met with a soldier who was

on the brink of despair, in consequence of havi:

communicated, after inadvertently breaking his fa-t,

which he was assured by some of his companions

was a mortal sin; we could hardly describe the

compassion of the holy man, on witnessing the des

ponding condition of the other, or the gentle tender

ness with which he strove to assuage his grief and

remove his scruples; from that time the soldier

could never say enough in praise of the Saint, whom

he called the refuge of sinners and the consoler of

the afflicted; he became more than ever anxious to

assist at his sermons whenever his military duties

permitted.

News reached the Saint that the Count of Martin-

engo intended visiting Thonon, to confer with him

on matters pertaining to the total conversion of

the Chablais. He took all necessary measures with

his neophytes, and when he heard that the count

had arrived at the fort of St. Catherine, he mounted

his horse, and rode at full speed all night, in order

to meet him there; but on reaching Viri, he was
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informed that he had started for Chambery. Beino-

in the neighbourhood of Annecy, the Saint went to

see the good bishop, and gave him an account of all

his proceedings. From thence he repaired to Sales

Castle, to gratify the wishes of his parents, who
had long been most anxious to see him. His stay
was but short; no longer than was necessary to

satisfy the claims of duty and respect, and to write

a few memoranda which would be useful to him in

Chambery, whither he repaired to meet the count,

and his old friend Faber, from whom he received

certain patents, whereby the prince authorised the

bishop of Geneva to avail himself of the beneficiary
fruits of the Chablais, Ternier, and Gaillard, for the

maintenance of the curates deputed, or to be deputed
to the various parishes. An arrangement which was

only to be considered as provisional, until such time

as the Pope s consent could be obtained.

He was received at Annecy, Sales, and Chambery,
in a manner suited to the reputation which his mis

sionary success deserved. Whilst he was hastening
the execution of the Duke s orders, some deputies
from the heretics arrived, to remonstrate against

the concession demanded by Francis, complaining
of having to surrender a small part of that which

they so unjustly possessed; and by way of gaining

time, they tried to bring on a law-suit. But the

provost, firm to his purpose, overruled all their

opposition; and moreover obtained a suspension of

the payment of the ministers, from the funds belong

ing to ecclesiastical benefices. Having received

various sums of money, he appointed some parish

priests in different parts of the Chablais
;

all men of
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sense and judgment. This affair occasioned him no

small trouble, whilst at th same time it atl onled him

ft corresponding amount of consolation; 1 ; for

ward to the abundant harvest, which in eilcct v,

duly gathered. Thus by de \\MS the fair face

of the Chablais renovated. He went to licllcvay,

in company with Chevalier (one of the two at \vh&amp;gt;

theses he had assisted in Annecy) intending to

iabli&amp;gt;h him there as curate; but th ill

received by the inhabitants, who were still m

obstinate in Calvinism, that they could procure no

lod&quot;hi&quot;% no food, nor even so much as a seat on
O O&quot;

which to rest themselv They were obliged

content themselves with a bit of dog s bread, made

of bran, and a little new-made che&amp;lt; . This with

some plain water, was all they could procure; and

this not without great ditliculty.
With no other

table than the ground, and no other table-cloth than

his cloak, the Saint had the consolation of imitating

the poverty of Christ and His Apostles, as well as

their toils; nor was this the only time he met with

inhumanity at the hands of the Calvinists, in the

course of his mission.

On returning to Thonon, he was wholly intent

on providing for the sustenance of the curates, and

removing intervening obstacles. He wrote to the

Duke, to the nuncio, and to the supreme senate of

Savoy, concerning the conduct of the monks of Aux,

and Abbundanza, who filled the whole country with

their scandals, giving the heretics good cause to

complain and reprove; and destroying more in one

day, than others could build up in a year. Hoping

to escape the consequences, these monks endeavoured

Private Use Only



232 S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

to defame him, by informing the Duke and the

nuncio that his charges against them were the effect

of mere e
tnvy ; but, certain of the pure intentions,

the discretion and zeal of Francis, (being then

unable to attend to the reformation of the religious,)

the sovereign compelled them to maintain a good
number of preachers in the Chablais

;
and to afford

an abundant annual alms to the nuns of St. Clare,

driven by the heretics from Geneva, and then estab

lished at Evian.

Of his after labours in reducing the monks to

a life of regularity, and of his success, though not

without much toil and suffering, we shall treat

elsewhere.

CHAPTER XXI.

FRANCIS VISITS BEZA IN GENEVA.

WE have already said that the negociation alluded

to in cypher, in the brief sent by the Sovereign

Pontiff to the provost of Sales, referred to an attempt
at the conversion of Beza. It was so explained by
Father St. Esprit, who warmly urged Francis to enter

into the measure, to repair to Geneva, and to use

his best endeavours to win the arch- minister back

to God and to the Church. He was then the head

of the Calvinist faction, and the oracle of the

Genevese. The Saint was most eager to comply with

the order, and accordingly on his return to Thonon,

went to visit Beza at Geneva. He went several
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times; but I think it bettor to ivlate all the partieu-

lais at once, in order not to interrupt the course ot

cur
hi&amp;gt;tory; although some of the details no\v given,

occurred prior to liis journey to Chambery.

In truth it was no matter for Francis to

obtain an interview with IV/a. lie was tl.

years of age, and was always surrounded by

so many persons, that it seemed impossible to see him

in private. His house was t
:p&amp;lt;nial

r-&amp;lt;ort ot

numbers, either because the Genevcsr distrusted him,

or because they delighted in his agreeable convex

ti ii. Moreover, Francis w;
,

and was most

cordially hated by the Genevese; so that it v.

dangerous for him to trust himself anmu-j.t them.

The object for which he went, added to the danger,

because so delicate a business could not possibly

concluded in one visit; repeated vi&amp;gt;its might excite

suspicion; and if the design became known, the life

of the Saint would in all probability have paid the

forfeit. Nor was it impossible in a populous state,

to effect the murder so secretly as to pass it over

unnoticed, especially as subordination was not so

well maintained at Geneva as in a monarchical state.

There were plenty of persons in that city quite

capable of such an act, for it is but too well known

what blind zeal can do, when animated by so power

ful a motive as that of religion. Francis foresaw

the risk, and explained it to such of his friends as

he entrusted with the secret, all of whom had the

same apprehension, and therefore they all endea

voured to persuade him not to venture amongst

such a perverse set of people. They reminded him,

that, having assassinated the Gospel, the heretics
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would glory in assassinating the preachers of it;

and that, after casting the relics of deceased apostles
into the lake, (during the rebellion they threw the
skull of St. Peter which was enshrined in the cathe

dral, into the lake,) they would treat living apostles
still worse. But as this was an affair in which the

glory of God was concerned, and as it had been

imposed on him by the vicar of Jesus Christ, Fran
cis made slight account of all these dangers. He
disclosed his plan to the bishop, the chapter, and a

few virtuous discreet persons, recommending himself

to their prayers, redoubling his own fasts and

prayers, persuaded that the conversion of an obsti

nate sinner can only come from the Father of lights,
who from stones can raise up children to Abraham.

Having earnestly recommended the success of his

enterprize to God during several days, remitting to

Him the care of a life which he was risking in His

service, he started for Geneva, full of zeal and confi

dence. God was satisfied with the sacrifice of his

heart, but seems to have been unwilling to purchase
a martyr at the expense of an apostle, who was
destined to do still greater things for the glory of

His name. Francis went, saw Beza, spoke to him,
and convinced, if he did not convert him; and he did

all this with so much circumspection, as to cheat

the vigilance of the Genevese, although a hundred

eyes were always open upon Beza, who was an object
of general esteem.

Francis was fortunate enough to find Beza alone

when he entered his house; prudence then required
that he should avail himself of the opportunity.
After the first compliments of

civility, which the
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aged man accepted with due courtesy, he conversed

on various different topie-;, until, charmed by the

eM-_r :v_ring sweetness of the Saint s manner, P

invited him into his private closet, which Francis

app&amp;lt;
;i;vd to look upon as a great honour. Think:

that h - had now no time to lose, he said to Beza,
* As I have the misfortune of only being known to

you upon the representation of my enemies, I trn&amp;gt;t

you will not form your opinion of me upon the

mere report of those whose interest it is to &amp;lt; lit

me; no one can love sincerity better than I do;

believe me, then, I am not come here with the inten

tion of surprising or deceiving you; still less should

I think of betraying what may pass between us.&quot;

lie then added, that a little attention to his counte

nance and manner, would satisfy him of his candour

and honesty of purpose; for that his countenance

was but the reflex of his heart and mind;
&quot;

besides,

said he,
&quot;

if I wished to deceive some one, I should

not be so unadvised as to attempt it, upon a person

so learned, so clever, and so highly spoken of as

yourself.&quot;

And in fact, the Saint s physiognomy and whole

bearing were so noble, that no one with the slightest

pretension to discrimination, could suspect him of

any malicious purpose. It was necessary to the

success of his undertaking, that he should win Beza s

confidence, which could not be done unless he dissi

pated the bad impressions made on his mind, by the

sinister reports circulated to his prejudice in Geneva.

Beza likewise professed frankness and sincerity.

Now as we naturally love others whose character

corresponds with our own; and as a similarity of
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disposition is the best key for unlocking hearts, the

heresiarch was pleased with the Saint s introduction

of himself, and answered that he had always con

sidered him to be a man of great merit and of noble

mind; that his very enemies admitted his vast

amount of learning, which he himself also greatly

admired, though he deeply regretted that it should

be employed in so poor a cause as catholicity.

This remark just enabled Francis to open the con

troversy, which he did by conjuring the other to

tell him sincerely whether he thought a man could

be saved in the Catholic Church ? This question,

though the natural consequence of Beza s own

words, disconcerted him a good deal. After a brief

silence, he asked for time to consider; and passing

into an adjoining cabinet, he walked backwards and

forwards for a quarter of an hour, but so interrupt

edly, that the Saint conjectured his conscience was

pricking him; his very countenance betraying the

agitation of his heart. In the meantime Francis

took up an old book, appearing to read, but in reality

he was secretly praying that God would show mercy
to a man who had already received innumerable

graces, and whose age seemed to tell that he must

soon be summoned to the bar of Divine justice. At

the same time, he rendered thanks for being himself a

member of the true Church, in which he hoped to

live and die. At length the aged man came forth,

and after apologising for the delay, he said that he

would confidentially open his heart to him, since

they were alone, and since he knew that he might

trust him with his real sentiments: &quot;

I do believe,&quot;

said he,
&quot; that a man may V*&amp;gt; ecure of salvation in
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the Church of Rome.&quot; To which Francis rcpl

&quot;then why establish your pret
. reform \vitli

so much war, incendiarism, and desolation? X&amp;lt;&amp;gt;-

tliing but tlie impossibility of being saved in the

Church, could authorize separation from it, and all

those baneful consequences which follow the intro

duction of Calvinism in every state. He add. -I

that since a man might be saved in the Catholic

Church, it might lawfully be inferred that it v,

the true Church, l&amp;gt; , a&amp;lt; at the time of the

delude, none were saved who \vere out of the arkO *

of Xoah, so now was salvation impossible out of the

K unan Catholic Church, of which the ark was a

figure. Beza rejoined that the Roman Chuivh

:;U X&amp;gt; d souls with her numberless ceremoni

which occasioned difficulties; for example, teaching

that good works are necessary to xilvation, hence

confusions ensue, and the former are shunned by

saying they are only a matter of decorum. When
the people are taught by faith that good works are

necessary to salvation, yet omit them through

cowardice or any other motive, they miserably damn

themselves, because they violate the dictates of their

own conscience; &quot;therefore,&quot; he said, &quot;we have

smoothed the path to heaven, and have made it

pleasant by establishing as a fundamental truth,

that faith (without works) is requisite to salvation;

and for this, we have fought even unto blood, for

the propagation of our reform, that we migh rescue

the people from the tyrannical necessity of good
works ; besides, the separation is attributable to the,

Catholics, who excommunicated, rejected, and ex

pelled us from the bosom of the Church, and con-
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dernned us as heretics with whom they would hold

no commerce.&quot;

The Saint answered that by denying good works

as necessary to salvation, we were plunged into a

labyrinth from whence it was not easy to escape.

This doctrine overthrows all laws, natural, human,

and divine, which threaten transgressors with

punishment, and promise rewards to the good.

Christ in His gospel, when stating the sentence

which is to decide the fate of every one, speaks not

so much of sins committed as of good works omitted;

the same is to be observed in the case of the withered

fig-tree, in the parable of ten virgins, and in that of

the buried talent. And as for the separation of the

Calvinists from, the Church, by their expulsion, the

Church did not have recourse to this measure till

obliged by the obstinacy of those who would promul

gate doctrines at variance with those handed down to

her by antiquity. Every well regulated society has

its judge, which, without appeal, undertakes to decide

controversies; that the Calvinists themselves re

cognise this authority in their national synod, in the

same manner as the Catholics recognise it in a

general council; that all private individuals, of

which society is composed, are bound to submit to

this supreme authority, however constituted ;
unless

indeed, we are to live amidst perpetual strife and

contrariety of opinion. Now, if some few persons

refuse to submit to the decision of this authority,

and separate themselves from the rest of society, to

establish another amongst themselves, society is not

to be accused of causing the separation, since it does

but avail itself of its own right to interpret the law,
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and declare tli.. M; to l&amp;gt;e schismatics and heretics, who
Ives from the body of tin- Faithful.

Now il these general maxims apply to the MM in

question, it is evident that th- Church did not
cause the schism, although by her excommunications
she expelled the Calvinists from her bosom. Instead
of recognising in her the power of judging and

deciding which Christ had conferred upon her, (t

did they still recognise this they would belong to

her communion,) they set themselves up as judges
in their own cause; accused her of fundamental

errors, and of having corrupted the word of God :

they had even done worse, destroying churches, up
rooting the ancient venerable faith, laying violent
hands on the clerical functions, depriving the lawful

pastors of a good part of Europe, establishing others
in their stead, notwithstanding all the opposition of
the Church, which even Beza admitted to be the
true Church, inasmuch as he did not dare to deny
the possibility of salvation in it. Finally, he added,
&quot;

it would be worth something to see how the Cal
vinists would treat any one who ventured to do half

as much against their creed as they have done

against the Catholic Church.&quot;

Beza replied, that they would not condemn the
Catholics without hearing them, as the Catholics had
done towards them, and that if they had to condemn,
they would at least follow the true rule of faith,
which the Council of Trent had not done. To this

Francis observed, that when the condemnation of

dogma and doctrine was in question, there was no
need of hearing the authors, otherwise no book, no
matter how impious, could be condemned unless the

IT- - TVOL I. 19.
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author s name were stamped upon the title-page.

It was easy to see, from the work itself, whether it

was conformable to faith or not. The Council, how

ever, had repeatedly invited the Protestants, and

promised them safe-conducts, and had waited for

them so long, that the fault was evidently all on

their side; but as none of them appeared in person,

their own publications were examined instead; that

if these were not understood according to the real

meaning of their authors, the condemnation of them

was not to be omitted merely because they obsti

nately chose to keep away from the Council; all

well-regulated tribunals act upon this principle, even

the Huguenots themselves would do so in similar cir

cumstances. Beza said that the Protestants had

good reason for staying away from the Council,

although they were offered passports, because it

was notorious that the Catholics hold it as a maxim

that they need not keep faith with heretics; they
had a proof of this when the Hussites were burnt at

the Council of Constance, although they had been

provided with safe-conducts; after such an instance,

they whom Catholics look upon as heretics could

never rely on any proffered pledges, since those

given by the Emperor Sigismund had been violated.

The Saint replied, that it was an old calumny to

attribute to Catholics the impression that they could

with safe conscience break faith with heretics; but

as the accusation had so often been refuted, he was

astonished to hear it brought forward again; that,

quite the contrary, Catholics teach that faith is to be

kept with whomsoever it has been pledged. The

instance of the Council of Constance was no disprooi
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of this: the enemies of the Church had so distorted

this fact, that few persons properly examined it.

He admitted that the safe passport of the emperor
had not been observed; but this had happened lie-

cause Constance was a free city, of which its own

magistrate was sovereign, and it belon &amp;gt; the

magi -Irate to give a valid note of safety; but inde

pendently &amp;lt;&amp;gt;f this reason, the safe-conduct actually

ven was only conditional, as mav be seen by refer

ence to the Acts of the said Council. IVow the

IIussit&amp;lt;-&amp;lt; expressly violated these condition-; and

after recognizing the Council as judge of eonti

:-sy, they opposed it as soon as it condemned them.

That many other proofs might be adduced to si

that Catholics have never taught this doctrine,

recklessly attributed to them; that, supposing the

case in question to be as Beza asserted, that single

instance was not to be taken as the general rule of

the Church, since she constantly affirmed the con

trary, and maintained it in practice. Beza made no

reply to these arguments, of which he must have

felt the force; and the Saint asked him which rule

of faith it was that the Council of Trent had not

followed? The heresiarch answered: That of

Holy Scripture only.&quot;
Francis saw it was uselett

to enter upon this discussion, and therefore re

marked, that Scripture admits of many interpreta

tions; ho\v, then, are we to know the right one?

It is necessary that there should be in the Chur
an authority having the right to explain it, and r,o

determine the meaning of it: this is surely conform

able to faith. Hereupon Beza, in few words,

broached many errors; saying that Scripture is not
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obscure, that all the faithful have sufficient light to

understand it, and that the Holy Ghost renders it

intelligible by interior inspirations. Francis had

just expected this answer; and as it touches upon
the rule of faith, the foundation of all disputes,

which if not well established, all that rests upon it

falls to pieces, -he enquired of Beza,
&quot; How comes

it, then, that, if Scripture is so clear, and so easy to

be understood, the eunuch of Queen Candace ap

pealed to Philip the deacon for its meaning? How
is it that Daniel and St. John the Evangelist de

manded an interpretation of the angel of what they

saw ? The Protestants themselves are daily publish

ing books and commentaries, contradictory one to

the other. Luther, whom his followers look up to

as one inspired by God, understood the words refer

ring to the Blessed Eucharist in one sense, and Cal

vin in another; the former admitted the reality, at

least in the act of reception, whilst the latter only

accepts the words in a figurative sense. How do

you prove that Calvin was inspired, and that the

Church is not the Church which Scripture calls

the pillar and ground of truth 1 Name the counter

signs which lead you to infer that these inspirations

proceed from the Holy Ghost rather than from the

spirit of darkness, who often transforms himself into

an angel of light, to seduce the faithful. Moreover,

what assurance have you, for instance, that you are

not mistaken when you tell me that you have these

inspirations ? How do you know that they really

are inspirations? Embarrassed by these questions,

which so well demonstrated the falsity of his propo

sitions, Beza replied, that since the understanding of
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Scripture was necessary to the Chinch, tlie IIly

Ghost, who invisibly governs her, renders it intelli

gible, by inspiration, to the faithful AY ho &amp;lt;

the Church; this being the way in which Cod eii-

li-htens the mind and touches the In-art. This v,

hut tin- same an&amp;gt;\vri\ therefore the Saint
}

1

in his question^:
&quot; J)oes the Holy (iho&amp;gt;t give in-pi-

rations in all who read the Scripture with a sincere

desire of understanding it, or only to a few? to

a//, how happens it that the Catholics have
n&amp;lt;&amp;gt;ne,

and that they are obliged to apply to the Church

for a correct interpretation of it? On what groun-

can you allirm that each separate individual under

stands the truth, and yet, when taken collectively,

have no such certainty? If, on the other hand, all

have not these inspirations, but only a few, there

must necessarily l&amp;gt;e seme certain signs whereby they

may be known; for no sensible man would believe

on the bare word of another in a matter of such

deep importance. The Saint proceeded to say,

that it followed, as a natural consequence of his argu

ments, that the Calvinists, so far from being the

reformers of the faith, did not even know the true

rule of faith. lie proved, that if these inspirations

are to be taken as the rule, the Holy Ghost must

inspire contradictory doctrines and so would no

longer be the God of peace (Deus pacis), as St. Paul

calls him, but of dissension (sed dissentionis). Thi-

contrariety was evident enough, Luther denying
the Epistle of St. James to be canonical, whilst Cal

vin admitted that it was so; the same might be

said with regard to other books and points of doc

trine.
&quot; Now if the Calvinists say he is in error,
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why may not Luther say the same of them ? Which
of the two are we to believe? How can any one

suppose, after the forma] promises made by God to

the Church never to abandon her, that He should

have allowed her to remain for such a length of

time without the light necessary to believe and to

teach that which is right? If He gives light, He

certainly gives it to the Church
;
hence St. Austin

protests that he would not believe the Gospel, unless

the Church proposed it to be believed. Now, he

lived in an age when, according to your own admis

sion, the faith was still pure; and is it likely that

the Holy Ghost would have hid Himself from the

faithful for many centuries, to reserve His inspira

tions for a few private individuals in these latter

years, leaving in error so many saintly men who

were solely occupied in seeking after truth, and

this, that He might afterwards reveal it to Calvin,

for him to teach it to others?&quot; Francis concluded

that the Calvinists had no reason to accuse the Cath

olic Church of teaching false doctrine, nor the Coun

cil of Trent of not having followed the true rule of

faith in deciding controversies, seeing that they

themselves do not so much as know what is the true

rule of faith. The supposition that Holy Scrip

ture is so clear as to be easily intelligible to every

one without extraordinary succour, and granting

each individual the liberty of interpreting it at plea

sure, is the sure means of never agreeing on any

single point, and to admit private inspiration (be

sides the inconveniences already adduced) is to open
a direct road to fanaticism, tempting men to be

come visionary. In proof of this, he selected an
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instance from amongst many, whi&amp;lt;-h lie had fre

quently heard related by Emmanuel Philihrrt, Duke

of Savoy. AVhen. he assisted at the Colloquy of

i
.

&amp;lt;%
the most celebrated ministers (and there

^re great numbers collected from the various pro

vinces) could not agree in producing their confusion

of faith; consequently, one rejecting what the otli

proposed, none being willing to yield, yet each one

having a different opinion on thU mst important

point, they quitted the assembly one after another, to

the scandal of their own followers, and the ridicule

of the Catholics. The Duke therefore inferred from

this, that the Calvinists not only do not understand

the whole of Scripture, but that not even the Prin

cipals of the sect can agree amonirst thorn-elves with

regard to what is the true and legitimate meaning

of it; and that their inspiration, of which they

boast, must be of a very contradictory tendency,

since it will not enable them to establish anything

like uniformity of belief; that the Protestants, in

fact, only consent to agree on one single point,

namely, hatred of Catholicity, leaving in peace all

other sects, though they condemn them as false, im

pious, and heretical.

These historical facts touched Beza to the quick,

who, though he piqued himself on his moderation

and self-possession, could hardly restrain his impa
tience. He could not contradict the statement made

by the Duke, because it was too notorious to be

denied; therefore all his resentment fell on Francis,

and his abuse showed how much he was irritated.

But the holy man, always equal to himself, meekly
and humbly told him that he was not come to his
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house to disturb and annoy him, and that for thd

future he would not introduce controversy. The

apology of Francis was a subject of confusion to the

heresiarch, who, perceiving his own failing, entreated

him to excuse him, and to attribute his warmth to

zeal for his own religion, saying, that a man was not

master of the first emotions of his heart. He con

jured him to continue to honour him with his visits,

which would always be most gratifying to him.

Thus ended the first conference of our Saint with

Theodore Beza, which took place on Easter Tuesday,
1597, and lasted three full hours. In passing

through the ante-chamber, Francis met some ot

Beza s servants and acquaintances, to whom he was

known, who not only looked at him very spitefully,
but even said, loud enough for him to hear them,
that he was a man quite capable of raising a sedition

;

but the Saint passed on as if their words did not con

cern him, and retiring first to the hotel, he then

returned to Thonon.

CHAPTER XXII.

FRANCIS CONSULTS THE POPE WITH REGARD TO BEZA.

THE advantage which Francis had gained over the

head of the Calvinist party gave rise to no vain-glory
in Francis, who was wholly intent on the means of

gaining him to Christ. In the meantime, in inform-

ing the Sovereign Pontiff of the state of religion in

the Chablais, he told him that he found Beza in sen

timents not wholly averse to
Catholicity, since he
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owned that ion nii jht be found in the 1J- nmn

Church, and that lie thu&amp;lt;_rht the credit in which he

was hrld, together with wealth, contributed nnic i

in binding him to hrtv&amp;lt;v. II- ! ,t His Holi

ness to inform liim of his intentions, as the conver

sion of Be/a was a work wortliv of his Pmititica

and to be procured at any cost. lie owned that he

discovered in him a heart of ston \vn old in &amp;gt;&amp;gt;b-

duracv: therefore his conversi &amp;gt;n would be difficult.

He did not, however, d-sp-ur of it, if lie could only

him frequently, conveniently, and with y ;

for this
]&amp;gt;im

se he thought it would be ndv . to

hold a disputation with the inn. i:i Gem
it -elf, in ea-e 1 1 is Holiness approved of it: in difficult

and important matters it is necessary to incur some

ri&amp;gt;k. The Pope answered this letter with a Bi

dated 2!&amp;gt; May, 1597, in which he commend^ his xenl,

worthy of a true servant of &amp;lt;*od, called to work in

the Lord s vineyard; congratulates with him on the

progress of religion in those countries, attributing it

to his apostolic labours and diligence, and encoura

ing him to persevere therein, lie enjoins him to

persist in striving to accomplish the task entrusted

to him, which, although so difficult, was not to be

entirely despaired of; and concluded by saying, that

since it was the work of God, and was undertaken

with a hope of divine assistance, so it ought to be

pursued with full confidence.

Animated and stimulated by this Brief, the Saint

leturned twice more to Geneva, to confer with Beza.

The last time he was accompanied by his intimate

friend Faber, then declared President of the Genevese

by the Duke of Nemours. Francis perceiving that
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the whole visit was gliding away in ceremony and

compliment, quite foreign to his purpose, and more
over being fearful of interruption unless he at once
entered upon the important subject, enquired what
books those were, laid aside in a corner of the room,
and so thickly covered with dust as

plainly to

show that they were not much used by the heresi-

arch. Beza answered that they were the works of

the holy Fathers, of which he made no great account:
&quot;and I, said the Saint, &quot;could not

easily express
how highly I esteem them.&quot; Taking up one ot

them, he wiped off the dust with his cloak, and

opening it, found it to be by Saint Augustine. It

seems to have been directed by divine dispensation;
for he soon fell upon a passage which gave rise to a

long argument on grace and justification. Beza
asserted that there was no necessity for man s co

operation with the motions of grace ; for that God

continually presses the hearts of men, and compels
them to work

; but the Saint, whose experience had

taught him how sweet and persuasive are the attrac

tions of grace, proved the contrary by this simili

tude : As a well-constructed clock denotes all the

hours of the day, through the agency of the main

spring, which it would not do without this impelling

power; so with regard to the justification of man,
God first touches and urges him on to compunction
of heart, and then man, by the effort of free will,

seconds the impulse given by God; that is to say,
he concurs with grace, and going on with it, perfects
all the other acts requisite to justification; there is,

however, this difference between the clock and the

motion of our hearts, that in the former the main-
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spring neoe^arily moves the whr.-K whereas

moves without doing violen-v to our 1 nv-will; in

stead of
iiniJn&amp;lt;i,

it docs Imt iitti tict with the chains

of charity and of Adam, as holy Scripture exp:

it; it ut tracts us with its chaste caresses and ddi_r li

proportioned to the heart of man, to which liberty

is natural. This is what holy Scripture impl

when it tells us that God has placed lire and wa:

before man, and that it is in his power to choose

which he pleases. According to philosophy, this

choice implies an entire and total liberty of deter

mining for oneself, without being compelled by

grace; for if the case were otherwise, how could

God declare
&quot; Blessed is he who could tr; ss,

and hath not transgressed; and who could have

done evil, yet hath not done it?
1

Both the Old

and New Testaments prove this truth, and the

Fathers of the first five centuries are all in favour

of this assertion.

Be/a admired the ready tact of the holy man,

which could in a moment find similitudes and argu

ments suited to his purpose. After discussing several

most important points (in which if he did not yield

he certainly wavered), he took Francis by the hand

in a most friendly manner, and pressing it, said: &quot;If

I am not in the right path, I daily beseech our Lord

in His infinite mercy to bring me back to it; words

drawn from the very bottom of his heart, as much

by the power of the Saint s wisdom as by the amia

bility of his demeanour. He repeated his words in

the same familiar way before Faber, Boland, and

some others
;
and thus they separated. It was these

expressions which induced Francis to go again to
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Geneva, and seek a private interview with Beza,

where, without witnesses and without disputation, he

could frankly tell him his sentiments. In effect, on

his arrival he told him at once that he was not come

to argue, but to speak with open heart on the most

important of his affairs, namely, his return to the

Catholic Church. He entreated him to take in good

part what he was going to say with all freedom, and

to attribute it to the esteem and affection which he
felt for him, and to zeal which induced him to speak
on a point whereon his eternity depended. Beza,
won by the cordiality of the Saint, replied, that he

was convinced of the sincerity of his intentions:

that he wished him to speak with all freedom, as it

was impossible to refuse him his esteem and confi

dence, though it was in vain to hope for that which
he would never obtain. Francis, taking advantage
of the favourable dispositions of the other, answered

by beseeching him to reflect that old a^e warned
him of approaching death, and ought to remind him
that the time of mercy was passing away, to give

place to the time of justice; and this ought to deter

mine him to return to that faith which he had im
bibed with his mother s milk ; that he was not to

suppose that the early lights which he had in the

bosom of the Catholic Church were extinguished,Vj

and that it was now the time to profit by them; that

God well knew the motives which had induced him
to forsake the creed of his ancestors, for that nothing
was hidden to Him. He owned that his conversion

would draw upon him the hatred of the Calvinists,

but it would secure him the love of the ansrels,C *

and it was glorious to be persecuted for Christ s
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sake. That he inijiht have no fear of lieinij impov-
.ied in consequence of his cluing &amp;lt;&amp;gt;t religion, he

was commissioned by the I ope to otl .-r Iiiiu an annu

ity of lour tli)iisaii(l gold -n scudi, and to give him

double the value of such of his furniture and Iv

a^ he might be unable to IY from &amp;lt; ^ pro-

mi&amp;gt;ing, moreover, every security that he might re-

quin-, a-Miring him that lie did not make t
;

oilers by way of bribing him, for every one knr\v

(and Francis better than any one else) that he was

not a man to regulate his creed according to his in

terests; but that His Holiness did not think it right

that, it lie abandoned Calvinism, he was to lose it- ad

vantages, hence he offered what would suffice for liis

maintenance, and compensate lor the losses to be in

curred. His H..linos was anxious, too. that he &amp;gt;hoiild

improve his condition, as well as his faith. Fra

added, that he was now speaking to him perhaps lor

the last time on the part of God, conjuring him most

earnestly to reflect on his proposals, for which, if not

accepted, he would some day repent in vain. lie

had owned that a man might be saved in the Catholic

Church; therefore he ought to return to it for

greater security, since the Catholics, amongst whom
there were so many and learned men, did not allow

as much of Calvinism; that, in so important an

affair, one ought to choose the safest side, without

considering one s reputation, since it is meritorious

in him who has strayed from the right path to en

deavour to re-enter it; and even supposing that he

should on this account sink in the estimation of the

Calvinists, this could be nothing in comparison with

the loss of his soul.
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Beza remained silent, and with his eyes fixed on

the ground, listening to the Saint with great atten

tion, and there is reason to believe that the re

proaches of his conscience were working upon his

heart, whilst the words of Francis were sounding in7 O

his ear. The Saint wondered what his irresolution

would lead to, and judging others hearts by his own,

was hoping that Beza was about to submit to the

known truth
;
but rarely does it happen that a man

obstinate in malice, and long adicted to evil habits,

becomes converted in his old age; and still more

rarely are the authors of heresy converted. History

records, as far as I know, no other instance of such

conversion, but that of Berengarius. For this,

graces of the highest order are required, and the

demerits of such a man are too great for one to

expect these graces. Beza is a proof of this. His

final answer was, that, though he believed salvation

was attainable in the Catholic Church, he did not

despair of salvation in the communion to which he

then belonged. Francis deemed it inexpedient to

press him further at that moment, to leave him time

to reflect on the proposals he had made, trusting

that a few more visits would satisfactorily conclude

an affair which seemed to be going on so well. But

the time was passed; the Saint s visits raised the

suspicions of the Genevese, who set watch round

their minister, and plotted the massacre of Francis

if ever he ventured there again. Some writers

affirm that the wretched man (having neglected

present opportunity) later strove in vain to obtain

an interview with the Saint, which was peremptorily

refused by those who surrounded him; and that
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repenting of his apostacy, he retracted his errors in

presence of some of the ministers, in consequence of

which, his attendants iravc out a report that intense

pain following his previous deep studies had made

him rave. But a&amp;gt; lie died in the hands of the t al-

vinists, it is dillieult to say how the ca&amp;gt;e really stood.

It is certain that he cleared lie might be buried in

the cloisters of St. Peter, in ( n-m-vu u- he W9B\ and

lie was the first whom the Calvini.-ts buried the;

though it is said that they afterwards removed the

body within the city walls, lest the Savoyards &amp;gt;lumld

disinter and burn it, as they affirmed to be the case

with regard to the remains of Calvin.

There is, however, iva-ou to believe that as the

wit.li to live licentiously had led him to
apo&amp;gt;tati.

as is very evident from some of the w&amp;lt;&amp;gt;rk&amp;lt; he com

posed when in the prime of life, so was he retained

in heresy till hi- death, by the liberty of : ving

the passions which Calvinism tolerated. The Lord

Des Hajets, Governor of Montargis, a great friend

of Francis, being at Geneva, became intimate with

Beza, whose joviality and pleasing conversation

attracted him; Beza on his side being equally

pleased with Des Hnjets. One day when the two

were together without other witnesses, Des I la jets

familiarly asked him what was the most powerful

motive and reason of his adherence to the reformed

sect. Beza was silent, (shame made him so,) but

summoning a beautiful young lady who lived in his

house, said,
&quot; there is the motive which convinces

me, and which binds me to my religion.&quot; The

gentleman was astonished at these words, for as Beza

was then advanced in years, he had not suspected
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him of being adicted to a vice which so fearfully

blinds the intellect, hardens the heart, and which

has caused even the wisest man to apostatize, as

holy Scripture tells us. Des Hajets recounted this

incident himself to Giarda, one of those who wrote

the Saint s life in Italian.

CHAPTER XXIII.

GOOD DE&DS OF THE SAINT IN GENEVA. IS CHALLENGED

TO A CONFERENCE BY THE MINISTERS. CONVERSION

OF ONE OF THEM, ETC.

IF Divine Justice led the Saint to Geneva that

he might confound one impious man, divine mercy
destined him to console some faithful souls; hence

those journeys, dangerous as they were, which proved

useless to Beza, were not so to others, better disposed

than he was. God was pleased to reward the

labours of the Saint, although they seemed unavail

ing, as far at least as the chief object of them was

concerned. We will relate some of his acts in

Geneva, of which the greater part are unknown to

us, having been peformed in secret.

As he was leaving Beza s house after his first

visit, he met a soldier belonging to the garrison of

Allinges, who told him that at the house of Abra

ham Joly, there was a Catholic acquaintance of his,

at the point of death. The Saint immediately

went to him, he turned to the persons who were

in the room, and with an air of mingled majesty
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and affability desired them to leave the place. No
one ilan-d to refuse, although they suspected his in-

;tion; he heard the poor man s confession, which

was a long one, and pronounced the w.&amp;gt;r.l- &amp;lt;&amp;gt;t tbto*

Uuion, to the inr.ii -use consolation oi the dying

Catholic, just as his last breath h
111115

on liis lip.

It is believed that he very frequently admini^ti T-

ed the sacraments in Geneva, for he u-cd to curry

some consecrated particles in a small case hung
round his neck, and thus gave communion to t!

Catholics in secret. The first time that he went to

see Beza, on arriving at the inn, he asked for a pri

vate room where he could take a little rest; when a

Catholic girl, a servant in the house, took the op

portunity of speaking to him, and of making her

confession. She knew him only by repute and by

sight, having been present at the disputation between

him and La Fay. After the absolution, the Saint asked

her whether she would wish to communicate, which

he found she might do, as she had not yet broken

her fast. The good girl supposed this to be im

possible, seeing that the Saint could not celebrate

Mass in the town, and she never dreamt of his car

rying the Blessed Sacrament about with him; in

fact, she thought communion could only be given in

the Mass, and with the assistance of a clerk; but he,

seeing how much she desired it, explained to her,

that under actual circumstances neither Mass nor

clerk was necessary. He made her prepare herself,

and dividing one of the five hosts which he had

brought for other persons, he told her that their

guardian angels would act as clerks; he then gave
her holy communion, a happiness of which she had

VOL. I. 20.

Private Use Only



306 S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

long been deprived. It would be difficult to describe

either her consolation or his, notwithstanding the

serious risk to which he was exposing himself; for a

cruel death would have been the inevitable conse

quence had the Genevese detected him in the act of

administering the sacraments within the precincts of

their Babylon. This young woman, who was called

Anne Jaqueline Favre, and was afterwards the first

portress or touriere of the order of the Visitation,

was favoured by God with many lights, was endowed

with remarkable innocence, and was much esteemed

by our Saint, who used to extol her as a person of

great virtue. We shall have occasion to speak more

of her hereafter.

Don Lorenzo Bertrand relates, that when the

Saint was taken to see the council chamber, he

perceived a portrait of Calvin, under which were

these words:

&quot; Hoc vultu, hoc habitu Calvinum sacra docentem

Geneva felix audit ;

Cujus scripta piis toto celebrantur in orbe,

Malis licet rigentibus.&quot;

&quot; With such a countenance and such a mien,

Calvin unfolded once the sacred page

To blest Geneva ; all good men approve

His doctrines, tho the wicked foam with rage.

His zeal could not conceal the anguish occasioned

by such ill-bestowed praise. Moderating himself,

however, he asked his companion s permission to

read the eulogy in a different way; he did this

because there were some Calvinists present; and

then, by the mere change of three words, he com

pletely turned the meaning, saying:
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&quot;

lino vultu, hoc habitu Calvinuin in^tna ilocentem

n-vii drini ii- audit ;

Cujus seripta pii&amp;gt;
toto damnantur in orbc,

Malis liiTt rigentibus.&quot;

&quot; With such a count -.IM\ Mich n mien,

.vin priM-vtrd om-e tin- &amp;gt;acml page
To Iliad (iriieva ; all ^&amp;lt;\ men condemn

His blasphemies; the wicked foam with rap

Tint now all the ministers of the various provin
ces assembled to consult together on the Lest means

of arresting the conversions, now become of daily

occurrence. They decided on challenging him to a

public dispute, trying to persuade each other that

his succev-es were more owing to his eloquence and

fluency of speech, than to anything else. The Saint,

wa* informed of their plans, and was most anxious

to have them carried into effect; and would give
them no peace until they appointed the day and the

place of meeting, Thonon was decided upon; but

when the day came, the ministers did not make

their appearance; alleging such frivolous pretexts,

as well showed that cowardice was the real cause of

their absence: he then offered to meet them at

Geneva, whither he was willing to repair, accom

panied only by six priests; challenging the whole

body of ministers there, and offering to use no other

books than those printed at Geneva; although he

knew that most of them had been mutilated or

falsified by the Calvinists, to suit their own pur

pose. His proposal terrified them: all were silent;

and with the exception of one, all of them with

drew.

This one was a minister of the Pays de Vaud,

subject to Berne, who, stimulated by the hope of

rising in the opinion of his party, or ashamed that
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his colleagues should shrink from encountering the

Provost of Sales, went to Thonon, and, 4o his own

great advantage, was convinced: the piety and

learning of the Saint cleared his mind, and expelled

obstinacy from his heart; he openly acknowledged

the truth and sanctity of the Eoman Catholic

Church, and returned home quite a different man.

The Bernese perceived that he was wavering (his

public abjuration had been deferred to a more con

venient time), and accordingly they brought him to

trial, and quickly sentenced him to death.

Francis was most anxious to bring the Huguenots

to a public disputation, and tried every means to bring

it about, but to no purpose: the ministers were as

bold in provoking him to a dispute, whenever he -

was at a distance, as they were ingenious in invent

ing plausible excuses against doing so, whenever he

was close at hand.

We will conclude this chapter with a trait of

Francis, trifling if considered only in itself, but

worth a treasure when considered in its origin, as

being a sign of deep humility, and as showing how

well the Saint could unite heroic action with the

practice of the ordinary virtues, (or, as he would

call them, the little virtues,) a point which he

afterwards much insisted upon, and which is most

useful to those who piactise it. One day he was

sitting alone in his room, mending his coat, and had

forgotten to lock the door; a gentleman unexpect

edly entered, and was much surprised at finding

him so employed; nor did he fail to tell him that

such an act was degrading to his rank and charac

ter :

&quot;

Indeed, my lord,&quot; rejoined Francis, &quot;I see no
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impropriety in mending \vitli my own hands, a

rent which I myself have mac This act and

N words contributed much to strengthen the

gentleman in the faith, for he was one of the Saint s

converts: so true it is that humility is esteemed and

admired even by those who only know it by num.
;

it is a virtue which serves as the basis of faith, as the

angelical Doctor, St. Thomas, teaches. To avoid r

tition, we may add that later, when he was bishop,

the Duke of Nemours caught him stitching some

of his clothes, and good humouredly joked with him

&amp;lt;&amp;gt;n the occasion; he answered that every Christian

ought to wear the livery of Jesus Christ, that is to

say. His poverty, which he had no other opportu

nity of practising, than in such little lowly acts as

those.

CHAPTER XXIV.

CONTINUATION OF THE MISSION. FRANCIS WRITES IN

DEFENCE OF THE HOLY CROSS.

IN July of this year when Francis assisted at the

synod assembled by the bishop in Annecy, he judged
it necessary to make an exact relation of the affairs

of the Chablais to all the clergy of the diocese; and

he did it so minutely, that every one was convinced

he ought to have some further assistance, it being

utterly impossible that he alone, with the scanty

help he then had, could superintend so vast a pro

vince. Great was the applause with which his

recital was greeted; the bishop could not sufficiently
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express his delight, whilst the rest praised his

apostolic labours, and blessed the Lord for such a

number of conversions.

He asked for and obtained some coadjutors, who

were to be either of the Society of Jesus, or Capu
chins. He returned with these to the Chablais;

but before dispersing them through the various

localities of the district, he conferred with them at

Annemasse, upon the means best calculated to pro

mote conversions. It was decided that Father

Cherubino, of Moriana, preacher to the prince,

should be consulted, and requested to solicit whatever

was judged necessary, from his Highness. In the

meantime he left the Jesuits in the Bailiwick of

Termer, and the Capuchins in that of Gaillard;

these were afterwards joined by members of other

Orders, chiefly Dominicans ; whilst Francis himself

went back to Thonon.

Having received a favourable answer from Father

Cherubino, he resolved without loss of time, to in

troduce the devotion of the Quarant ore, at

Annemasse, He imparted his design to the bishop,

and to his coadjutors, who, having approved of it,

he ordered at the same time, a sort of drama,

representing the sacrifice of Abraham; he did this

to allure and please the people; the play was the

joint production of the two Lewis of Sales, the one

his cousin, the Canon, and the other his brother,

who, besides philosophy and laws, was likewise an

excellent poet.

On returning from court, Father Cherubino

assured Francis that the Prince could not possibly

be better disposed towards their plans; and arrange-
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ments were accordingly made for the (Juarant* ore,

to commence on the seventh of September, which

IV 11 that year on a Sunday. Th. C atliolics assem

bled in such numbers, that the Gcnuvcsc, in alarm,

sent out troops to close the passes, as if they anti

cipated a tumult. When this news reached Thmm,
the neophytes were so panic-stricken, that when it

was time to form the procession, not one of them

had the courage to be the cross-bearer; but the

hit, with his usual fortitude, was resolved that

the procession should take place, and accordingly,

desired Roland to walk forward with the cross.

The hymn of the Holy Cross was intoned, and

Francis, in surplice, closed the procession. This

generous proceeding, and the presence of the Saint,

encouraged the people; and thi-ugh when they iirst

set out, the Saint closed the procession, they were

soon joined by so many other people, that instead of

being at the end, he was in the middle of the line.

In this manner they walked a distance of five

leagues, over no easy road, singing psalms, hymn-,

and litanies. Scarcely had they reached Anne-

masse, than they were met by the Confraternity of

the Holy Cross, from Annecy, come to assist at the

solemnity. Francis welcomed them most cordially,

and had the satisfaction of finding the members

increased in number, and all very fervent; this

confraternity had walked along, singing the litanies

with great devotion, and gave much edification by

the modesty and order in which they pursued their

way, the greater part being bare-foot, and carrying

their rosaries in their hands. After embracing his

cousin, the Canon, who was the Prior of the Bro-
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therhood, they all went direct to the church, which
still bore evident marks of the ill-usage it had receiv

ed from the hands of the heretics, who had reduced
it almost to a ruin. The Catholics did their best to

repair the damage, by covering it, and stopping the
holes with tapestry, sail-cloth, and what else they
could procure; the day closed with a motett, sung
in honour of our Blessed Lady.
On the following morning the bishop celebrated

solemn Mass, having gone over expressly to add to the

solemnity of the ceremonies. After the Gospel,
Francis preached with his usual devotion and elo

quence, and then opened the sweet devotion of the

quarant ore. Each one had his hour appointed for

adoration
; the Brotherhood of the Holy Cross coming

first in rotation. Several processions came from the

neighbouring villages. Francis made a discourse to

each fresh set as it arrived, so that, during the three

days, he preached twelve sermons. The bishop had
the consolation of witnessing the abjuration of two
entire villages, one of which contained seven hun
dred persons, and the other three hundred. Clothed
in white, they made a renunciation and abjuration
of the errors which they had hitherto professed.

In this manner were the ecclesiastical functions

restored, actually within sight of Geneva, in a pro
vince where for many long years, nobody would
have ventured to attempt such a thing ; and the
Church regained possession of places from wine 1-

heresy had rudely expelled her. The decorum and
magnificence of our religious ceremonies contributed
not a little to the conversion of many; for they not

only honour the majesty of God, but they touch the
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hearts of the people. To effect this, of course they

must be accompanied by an interior spirit, and be

done with earnestness. If the hair of one s head,

that is to say, the vilest part of man, is cared tor,

and cut with regularity, who could be K.ld etiou-li

to transgress the rules which, in the service of God,

retuler the worship which we owe to Him, more

uniform, more majestic, and more respectful?

The ceremony concluded with a solemn Te

Deum, sung with music, and the people were filled

with heavenly benedictions. But the holy provost

was not yet satisfied; tukinir advantage of the vast

concourse of people, he would solemnly erect a

Cross, of which he had already raised several in

various parts of the province, to the great annoy

ance of the heretics.

Before Calvinism had gained possession of Geneva,

there was a famous cross on the way-side, named

Philibert s cross, from him who erected it. It was

entirely of stone, having a crucifix on one side, and

an image of our Blessed Lady on the other. The

heretics had broken this to pieces, as they did with

all the rest; but the Saint thought the present a

good opportunity for repairing it; the three steps

still remained, on which a pillar was placed, and a

wooden cross attached to it, time not allowing him

to procure a better. As soon as the cross was fixed

on the column, he solemnly blessed it, and some

hymns were sung in honour of it. The ceremony

took place in presence of a large assemblage of peo

ple; many went even from Geneva; the Catholics

out of devotion, and others out of curiosity. As

the bishop was unwell, Francis officiated on the
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occasion. A metal plate was added, bearing an

epigram in French, composed by Francis, signifying
that the Catholics did not adore stone or wood, but

Jesus, who died upon the wood, and whose death

has rendered the cross worthy of veneration, em
bellished as it was by the blood of Jesus. He
afterwards wrote some theses in defence of the

respect shown to it by Catholics; and these tracts

were circulated throughout the Chablais, and even

in Geneva.

This proceeding, which filled the angels with joy,

enraged the devils, who roused one of their agents,

(that is to say, one of the ministers of Geneva,) to

write against the honour paid to the cross. La Fay
contrived to have a work published, though without

the author s name, full of errors and false proposi

tions, and well calculated to confirm the prejudices

of the heretics, as well as to mislead incautious

Catholics. The Saint undertook to refute this work,

at the request of the Bishop and of the Confrater

nity of the Holy Cross, entitling his book &quot; the

Standard of the Holy Cross.&quot; The treatise was

divided into four books ; in the first he treats of the

name of the cross, its power, and of the reasons why
it ought to be honoured, drawing his proofs from the

early writers, from the Sacred Scripture, and from

the preservation, invention, antiquity and dignity of

the same. He shows that the cross is a memorial,

representing to us the infinite charity of Jesus Christ,

who would shed all His blood for us ; he called it a

shield, and a remedy against all evils, a holy means

of honouring Jesus Christ crucified, whom it places

before our eyes. In the second, he speaks of the
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manner in which the cross and crucifix: were depicted

by the ancients; of the apparition to Constantino

the Great, of the very ancient use of the cross in

holy things, of the salutation and invocation of it,

of the titles which the Church L ives it. !! im-n-

tin- one authority, Arnol&amp;gt;ius u famous writer of

the ear!
&amp;lt;;

he then alludes to the similitude

tli - between it and the l&amp;gt;ra/.eu serpent, and .f

the chastisements wherewith Almiirhty God has

Mietimes punished thos- who profane Hi- holy

wood. In the third book he defines the sign of the

cross, showinir that it is the device of a Christian;

and that it was even used in the old law. He treats

of the Church ceremonies, and shows how u&amp;gt;el ul is

the sign of the cross in blessings and -ms, and

of its power nuain-t the devils on many occasions.

In the fourth book he treats of the honour and

prayer du to the holy cross; he shows how we may,

in one sense, worship even created things, though in

another sense, worship is due to God alone. lie

shows that the Catholics are unjustly blamed on

account of the respect they show to it and to holy

things, because it is not absolute, not having for its

end those objects taken materially, but only relative

ly,
as being interiorly referred to God. He concludes,

that as in the days of the apostles, the cross of Christ

was persecuted by His enemies, (which Francis could

not write without tears,) so now will there always

be some to oppose the honour shown to it, (and he

particularly names, as being most opposed to this

veneration,) the Talmudists, Samaritans, Mahome

tans, and Wickliffites ;
nor can we be surprised, that

as the reign of Antichrist draws near, his forerun-
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ners should always be in the field. The Church,

however, aims only at knowing and preaching Jesus

Christ crucified. She does not see Jesus without

the cross, but with the cross, and on the cross; and

he concludes by protesting with the apostles, that

he never would glory in aught, save in the cross

of our Lord Jesus Christ. This little work was

not given to the public as soon as he could have

wished, because our Lord was pleased to favour

him with the cross, by sending him an illness, as he

himself says in the dedication, which is addressed to

the Duke of Savoy, but when it did come out, none

of the heretics ventured to answer it. The Catho

lics had good reason to look on this as a proof of the

excellence of the book, a book which equally shows

the keenness of the intellect, and the piety and

learning of the Provost of Sales. From a letter

however which he wrote to Madame de le Flechere,

in 1609, we find that at last one of the ministers had

ventured a reply ;

&quot;

But,&quot; adds the Saint,
&quot; he did

it in such a manner that my friends will not let me
think of noticing it, they tell me that the book is its

own best defence, and that nothing further need be

added. The work was reprinted at Paris, under

the title of &quot;

Pantologia,&quot; that is, universal speaker;

but the Saint, who abhorred those grandiloquent

titles, was excessively mortified when he heard of it,

and said, An architect must be a fool, who should

make a door larger than the mansion.&quot;

During the time of the quarant ore, Father Che-

rubino said in one of his sermons, that the Catholic

missionaries positively must bring about a public dis

putation, whereupon the ministers wrote to say they
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were prepared for it. Nothing remained to be done,

but for the canon of Sales to go over to Geneva, and

make the necessary arrangements of time and place.

But even then they contrived excuses and p;

for withdrawing from their promise; they actually

retracted in writing, what had been done by their

own orders. So much did they dread the

and moderation of the Saint and his companions.

CHAPTER XXV.

HE GOES TO MORIANO. HIS ILLNESS KECovr.RV

DEVOTKS HIMSELF TO SERVE THE PESTIFEROUS. RE

TURNS TO THON

THE holy missionary was not satisfied with his

labours, unless they were incessant. Towards the

end of the year 1597, the Duke of Savoy went to

Moriano, to oppose Lesdiguiures, then a heretic, who
at the head of his heretical troops, had entered the

states of His Highness. This prince, who was as

valiant in war as he was religious in peace, easily

regained what his enemies had taken by surprise,
and then stopped at Barraux, to complete the forti

fications he had ordered there. Francis thought this

a good opportunity of consulting him, and started

suddenly from Thonon. On his arrival at Barraux,
he represented to the Duke the state of religion in

the Chablais, which was rather damaged by the war.

He solicited and obtained various things, the piety
of the prince granting all that his discretion sug-
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gested. When he was on the point of taking leave

on his return to Thonon, the Duke requested him to

have a discussion with an obstinate heretic who

fought under his banner
;
this was Maurice de Broti,

colonel of the regiment of the Chablais. His High
ness bade him in his presence declare to the Provost

of Sales the motives which bound him to the sect or

Calvin, and he obeyed. Scarcely had the dispute

begun, than the Duke, feigning other business, left

the two champions in his own room, whilst he had the

patience to remain listening at the door for full three

hours. When De Broti had not another word to say
for himself, the Duke entered the room again, say

ing, &quot;Well, which of you two is the victor? De

Broti, do you yet perceive the truth of our reli

gion?&quot;
The Colonel replied that he knew little

more of theology than the name, that he was un

equal to carry on a war, for which he had no wea

pons, either offensive or defensive; that he felt the

full force of the provost s arguments, and would

consult his ministers upon them; and he entreated

His Highness to be convinced that he would give

his assent to the truth, and embrace it wherever he

discovered it to be. The Duke clearly saw that

Broti was wavering, and was more than half con

vinced. He had great hopes therefore of his con

version, which, in effect, occurred a few months later,

to the great delight of the prince. Francis then set

out on his return to the Chablais, carrying with

him the increased esteem of his sovereign.

Almost immediately on his arrival at Annecy, he

was seized with fever, and he who was more solicitous

for the welfare of the people of Thonon than for his
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own life, recommended his dear flock to the care of

Father Cherubino, nnd then resigned himself with

all patience to his sufferings, exhibiting the resigna

tion of a saint. The complaint gained ground daily,

and his life was despaired of, to the immense regret

of the Catholics of Tin -non, who well knew that th-

were the innocent cause of his illness, and that it

had been brought on by his over exertions for their

welfare and their conversion. The Bishop &amp;gt;.

absent from the city at the time, and when the

news reached him, it so far distressed him, that he

likewise fell ill. But God, who destined him to do

still greater things for His glory, soon restored him

to health and strength, and this at the very time

when the plague began its ravages in Savoy. lie

at once began to devote himself, together with the

Father Guardian of the Capuchins, to the service

of the pestiferous, to the evident risk of his own

life.

The Saint seems to have been impelled by strong

motives of charity to undertake this work. &quot;

It is

only reasonable,&quot; said he,
&quot; that I should hasten

there where necessity is most pressing. In the

Chablais I know there are many persons far more

competent than myself to convert heretics; I can

therefore easily be dispensed with there; but the

plague-stricken are in great danger of being forsaken

by every one; the fear inspired by this scourge,

makes strange impressions on the minds of men,

insomuch that parents forsake their children, hus

bands their wives, and what is still worse, pastors

abandon their flocks, in consequence of which the

latter die without sacraments, deprived of those helps
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appointed by God to facilitate their passage to a

blessed
eternity.&quot;

He considered, too, that it is but

seldom that we have the opportunity of practising

wholly disinterested charity, and, consequently, that

it was his duty to embrace the present opportunity;

since life is but of little importance, whilst dying

well is of the utmost consequence. He likewise

recalled to mind the sayings and the examples of the

saints, more especially the fresh remembrance of

what the holy Cardinal Borromeo had done for the

Milanese, who, being satisfied that it was a work of

perfection to assist the pestiferous, needed no further

reasons to oblige himself to stay at Milan, and serve

them with his own hands.

When the good Bishop of Geneva became aware

of the Saint s determination, he resolved to defeat it,

well knowing how necessary his life was to the wel

fare of the diocese, and his presence to the province

of the Chablais ; urged by the love of a father for so

dear a son, he made use of his authority as bishop,

and gave him precise orders to join him immediately

at Annecy. Francis, convinced that he was obeying

God when he complied with the will of his supe

riors, and that he could never succeed in any under

taking prescribed by himself, without special voca

tion, went to the bishop, and explained to him the

motives which induced him to dedicate himself to

the service of the pestiferous ; but when he saw that

his prelate disapproved of them, he submitted at

once, and in obedience to his orders returned to

Thonon, where he was received as an angel of the

Lord. And we may here remark that such was the

invariable conduct of the Saint; never did he adhere
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t&quot; }\\&amp;lt; own opinions d&amp;lt; --tinaey to opp
Oneself to the will of superiors. Certainly uoth;

&amp;gt;us than t&amp;gt; path
we have chosen lor oursehvs ami under tin- pretext

;iter
]

withdraw from o! , :nl

the known will of superiors; nevertheless, it |

times happens that we imagine our.&amp;gt;clv upon
i]. tlii:iir-, when in reality th itimi onlv pro-

;roni our own will and far, Thi- U a dan

gerous illusion, which often damage-; our ow:

others souls, destroying the fruit of the most holy

enterprises.

1. re the Saint returned to Thonon, : ain

Geiievt-e thr.)]o^i:in. who had ventu di-pute

with Father ( iierul)in, took hini&amp;gt;elf oil
; for. hav-

iuLT leeu convince. 1 ly the rajiuehin, he thoiiirht it

.void a in
5
with the 1

t, \viio was

looked Upon ,i&amp;gt; a still m.-re able cont:

This Ilkdit prejudiced the Calvinist cau-e, and many
conversions were the consequence of it. Amongst
others, that of Ferdinand Bouvier deserves special

notice; lie belonged to the Paysde Yaud, but resided

at Thonon. lie had read the work against the Mass

written by Mornay, and took it to Francis, to see

whether he could answer it. Not finding him at

home, he left the book upon the table, marking
some of the leaves where he thought tL _u-

ments most unanswerable! The Saint soon return.

and immediately begin to examine the bo
&amp;gt;k,

fiom

which he tore five or six leaves filled with the

most horrible blasphemies; the gentleman took

an early opportunity of calling again, when Francis

apologised for having so ill-used the book, and
. l.Zl
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assured him that he was ready to show him that not

a single page in it was free from falsehood, as in fact

he did, and then proved the truths of Catholicity so

clearly, that the heretic was convinced; he asked

for time, however, to write to the ministers of

Geneva to see whether they could defend Mornay,
but finding that none of them could invalidate the

Provost s arguments, he promised to make his abju

ration, which he afterwards did, with abundance of

tears, in the hands of the Bishop.

About this time a furious storm was raised against

Father St. Esprit, the Capuchin. He happened to

hear a sermon somewhere out of town, delivered by

Viret, and as the latter quitted the church, the

father asked him for the proofs of some of the asser

tions made in the sermon. As usual with those

Calvinist ministers, Viret s only answer was a volley

of abuse, which obliged the father to speak somewhat

in a high tone. This enraged the congregation, just

then issuing from the service, who threatened to put

an end to him, and one, more audacious than the

rest, called him a hypocrite, violently seized him and

separated him from the minister; even the women

took up stones to pelt him. Fortunately, at this

very moment the Provost came up, and by the im

posing majesty of his countenance, arrested the fury

of the people, and then, by the gentleness of his

expostulations, he appeased them; he reminded them

that he had been sent there by the prince to preach

and to argue, but that they were seriously damag

ing their own cause by having recourse to stones in

stead of argument. He thus rescued the good

father from his danger, but he privately advised
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him iin to use bitter and cutting cx-pr

sions. &amp;lt; . Saint himself was so caution-; in this,

particular, that he never rai-.-d his voice, and never

employed an injurious epithet; once only did he

in the ardour of preaching, apply an opprobrious
: m to Calvin, to the astoni&amp;gt;hm&amp;lt;-nt of his hcan

who had never known such another instance; and

lie deeply regretted it, although he had uttered it

without any extraordinary emotion; imitating in

this respect, those two great lights of the Church,

Aiurustin and Thomas, who spared the ernnu, whilst

they sedulously endeavoured to confute their erro:

There were some religious, who, seeing him

composed in the very height of disputation, fanci

him but ill calculated to bring about the conversion

of heretics, as if abuse and incivility were more con

vincing than argument; but it is doubtful to me,
whether they ever converted as many as the Saint,

who, when reproved for his over gentleness, used to

allege as his sole excuse, that he had never em

ployed invectives without regretting it. Kxperience
had taught him that his mode of proceeding suc

ceeded best, for having to deal with self-opinionated

and proud people, he knew they could not bear con

tempt, and were even unwilling not to be made

much of; that little was to be done, unless their

good will could be gained ; that the example of Jesus

( iirist, so mild, so humble, and so patient, taught
him to act as he did; and that it was better to

employ the time in expounding the truths of re

ligion, than in confuting the falsehoods of heresy,

concluding that men are always more willing to be

led by love and charity, than by severity and rigour.
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Now, as he was a perfect imitator of our Blessed

Lord, so did He deign to confer on him the power of

working miracles; just at this time he raised a dead
child to life the case was as follows: He had been

long endeavouring to convert a lady who was very
obstinate in heresy, and one day he happened to

meet her when she was almost distracted with grief
on account of the death of an infant son. Pier grief
was materially aggravated by the fact of the child s

having died without baptism, which she herself had

unfortunately deferred. As the misfortune was

irremediable, she was inconsolable, and was actually

giving the necessary directions for the funeral, when
she met the Saint, the universal consoler of the

afflicted. She threw herself at his feet, conjuring
him to help her, and promising to become a Catholic

if he would recall her son to life, even were it

only for time sufficient to administer baptism. The
Saint accepted the condition, and impelled by his

zeal for souls, he prayed so fervently that God coi

descended to his desires. The child returned to life,

was baptised, and survived two days; the reader may
easily guess what must have been the consolation of

the parents, who, in gratitude to God, became Ca

tholics; many eye-witnesses of the miracle were like

wise converted. Father Cherubin announced the

fact from the pulpit.

This was but another instance of the verification

of our Saviour s words, that they who trust and

Lave faith in Him, shall work wonders like unto

His, in testimony of the truths of religion miracles

being the letters-of-credit which He gives to those

whom He destines to the conversion of infidels.
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.xvi.

u:\xr ORE [\ THOXOX. AUUIVAL OF THE DTKI: AND

OF CAi:;-i.\AL in M:

. Fu.v ullv convinced that
i

tli&amp;gt; leMaMiivil ceremonies which do such honour

the niajr (MM!, arc al&amp;gt;&amp;gt; n in

in
&amp;gt;ving

the hearts of men, ally of !) . who

have nothing of the sort to give outward expr*

to th&amp;gt; ir laith. After consult i;iLr his col; nd

:ainin:r their approbation, lie deemed it turn-able

to appoint the devotion of the (,). : e, and have

it celebrated twice a year at Thoiion, hopinjr thus to

repair in some degree the insult- to the ado

rable Suerament, and also to give the Calvini&amp;gt;ts an

opportunity of admiring (if nothing more) the beau

tiful order observed in the functions of the Church.

The Bi?hop of Geneva approved of the idea, and it

was carried into effect with great solemnity and

magnificence. As many as forty processions from

different places, went to do homage to our Lord

in the Blessed Sacrament, which was expo-
in the Church of St. Ilyppolitus. We may im

agine how vast must have been the concourse of

people, since all these processions were in addition to

the usual congregation. There were pious plays to

gratify the people, besides a sermon every hour,

sometimes in the church and sometimes in the

strc-jt-j, and places where the procession halted.
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Prayers, alms, confessions, communions, and recon

ciliations were without number; and what was still

better, upwards of nine hundred persons abjured

heresy, and were admitted to the fold of Christ.

The Duke was at this time in Savoy, and wishing
to assist at the ceremony, would gladly have had it

deferred
; but as it had been fixed, and the invita

tions given for the twentieth of September, it was
deemed expedient to continue it on his arrival, rather

than fail in the appointment. His Highness had^2

crossed the mountains to meet the Cardinal di

Medicis at Thonon, who was returning from France,
whither he had gone as legate a latere. After ten

years of war and strife, peace was concluded by the

treaty of Vervins. The Duke of Savoy was likewise

included in the peace, but the question of the resti

tution of the Marquisate of Saluzzo was undecided.

The Duke occupied it during the turmoils of France,
to prevent the heretics from getting possession of it,

who would then have had every facility for infesting
his states, besides which, he had other claims to it.

The decision, within a year, was submitted to the

Pope, who was to decide to which of the two princes
it should be ceded. Policy therefore warned the
Duke to show all honour to the Legate, to render
him favourable to his pretensions upon the marqui-
sate, not doubting but that His Holiness would be
influenced by the opinion of the Cardinal.

The Duke, therefore, went to greet him on the
confines of his states, and then to give him the

meeting at Thonon. And here we may admire
Divine Providence, which directed various events

to the glory of our Saint, and for the general con-
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version of the ChahlaK much promoted by the m. -el-

ing of these two illustrious
}&amp;gt;

: . f r hud it nut

been from a fear of tlie contagion whirh then pi

vailed in Savov, the legate would not have
pa-&amp;lt;c:d

through Thonon, nor would the Duke have made

1 m_r a sojourn there. The latter arrived just at the

i-lusion of the &quot;

quarant ore;&quot; his presence was

a terrible blow to the here t&amp;gt;.-, who had been Hatt

ing themselves that something or other would occur

to prevent his coming, but when they really saw

him, they were pretty sure of what would follow;

their first audience confirmed their appfehensioi

.owed himself as courteous to the Catholics

as he was cold and reserved towards the Calvinists.

The Duke immediately turned his thoughts to a

repetition of the &quot;

quarant* ore,&quot; as a pleasing re-

&amp;gt;tion to the Cardinal, and he gave orders for the

decoration of the chmvh of St. Augustin, where

the procession was to commence, and that of St.

Ilyppolitus, where the solemn function was to take

place.
The best painters in Italy were employed,

and all his most valuable effects were contributed

towards their embellishment. Triumphal arches

were erected at the gates, and in the public places

tli rough which the legate had to pass, and the city

palace was magnificently prepared for his reception.

On being informed by a courier that the legate

was approaching Savoy, His Highness entered a

boat and sailed up the Rhone, to meet him on the

very borders of his dominions; and after welcoming
and complimenting him, the Duke returned to

Thonon by a shorter road than the Cardinal, intend

ing to give him a public entry into tlie city on the
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following day, which was the last of September.
First went forth the clergy, with the Bishop of

Geneva at their head, accompanied by several other

bishops of Savoy and Dauphiny, who advanced as

far as a league from Thonon ; they were followed by
the Duke, with his court, his guards, and all the

flower of the Savoyard nobility. Having met and

saluted him, he conducted him in the first place to

the church of St. Hyppolitus. After spending a long
time in prayer, he was taken to the palace where he

was to lodge, but he went thither through the most

private streets, requesting His Highness to permit
him to retire without pomp, as he wished his first

passage under the triumphal arches to be made when

he was following the Blessed Sacrament, as indeed

it was fitting that it should be carried in triumph

through a city from whence it had for so many years

been banished.

When the legate reached his apartments, he

received all the City deputations; but the Duke,
who was always at his side, perceiving that Francis

kept himself quite behind all the courtiers, stepped

forward, and taking him by the hand, led him to

the Cardinal, and presenting him, said,
&quot;

My Lord,

I present you the apostle of the Chablais; in him

you behold a man blessed by God, and sent to us by
heaven. Inflamed with zeal for the salvation of

souls, he was the first to come and sow the word of

God in these provinces. At the risk of his life he

has planted crosses arid re-established the faith

here, from whence it had been so long banished. 11

I have used the sword of secular power to second
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his enterprises it cannot be denied but that all

the honour of the work is due to him/

The humble Franeis knelt, and bent forward to

kis&amp;lt; the border of ti
; Ilt Il(1 pr^veii-

ted this, and raising him, embr;;e ( d him,
&amp;gt;ay

that he w:i- already aw; re of i

obl ued to him for his /eal. lie exliorted him to p r-

ere in the good won. iim that i J.I

e (as he was in duty bound) to inform :

Tope of all that he had done. The Saint replied in

ins of Mich extreme :

,

as to render him-

still m..re e.-timabl.- I the Cardinal. All these

honours overwhelmed the Saint with confusion; but

were like d rs to his enemies the Ilugueno-

who never expected that the Duke could thus

favour and di- one who was the object ot

their hatred and envy.

The rest of the da-. spent in making the

m&amp;gt;&amp;lt; preparations for the procession which was

to open the &quot;

quarant ore; and which was to

take place the next day, at the expense of the Duke.

On the following morning the Duke repaired to the

Cardinal s lodging, and conducted him to the church ;

Avhere in his pontifical dress, and with his mitre on

his head, he received the abjuration of Peter Lepetit,

a Calvinist minister, and of several other distin-

irui-hed personages, who had been converted by the

Saint, but whose public reception into the Church

had been purposely delayed for this solemn occasion.

Lepetit discoursed for a whole hour, giving the

motives which had induced him to renounce Calvin-

i&amp;gt;m and embrace Catholicity; when the absolution

was given, t\vo choirs of music gave out a solemn
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thanksgiving; then the bishop sang Mass, after

which the procession of the Blessed Sacrament was

formed; the canopy being borne by the Duke 01

Savoy, Prince Amadeus of Savoy, and two ambassa
dors from Friburg. The Blessed Sacrament was
followed by the legate, the nuncio, and three bishops
with their respective retinues; all carrying lighted

tapers, and accompanied by an immense concourse

of people, many attracted by devotion, and no small

number by curiosity. After the procession, of

which it would be impossible to describe the mag
nificence, Father Cherubin preached; and during
the three days that the devotion lasted, our Saint
delivered ten sermons. The next day, the Duke
and his whole court communicated. Towards

evening the Confraternity of the most Blessed

Sacrament proceeded from the church, carrying a

large wooden cross, to a country-place where there
had formerly been a very handsome cross, and
erected it in presence of the Duke, the bishops and
the Saint, amidst the exhilarating strains of a fine

band of music. The Duke himself would assist in

erecting it
;
he knelt down on the ground, kissed it,

and threw his arms round it with tender devotion,
to the great edification of all the spectators.

It would be difficult to describe the annoyance of

the heretics, as they witnessed the progress of Ca

tholicity. They knew nothing of cardinals and

bishops, except from the caricatures drawn by their

ministers, and the calumnies which they invented

against them; but when they saw the modesty and

piety of the legate, the bishops and their suites, they
were excessively mortified; more especially as, pre-
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vious to the legate s arrival, the enemies of the

Churcli had publicly announced that his pomp,

luxury, and delicacy would clearly d him to be

a true minister of antichri-r. But lie, though

fatigued by a long journey, assisted at all the pray-

by day and night, a^ well as at th&amp;gt; sermons; was

ever ready to receive the abjuration of heretics, dis

tributed abundant alms, and -nr i-yed his influence

in obtaining favours from the Duk :neritori&amp;gt;

JOM, and the like. The calumnies were but too

well e iifuted; for all who approached him found

him always occupied in matters of piety, or beneficial

to his neighbour, not allowing himself a single mo

ment for recreation.

Francis had expect -d that the legate would spend

some time in Thonon; but was informed that he

would quit at the conclusion of the quarant ore.

Deeming his presence and authority necessary for the

re-establishment of the faith, he went to him, and in

the name of the Church in the Chablais, entreated him

to prolong his stay at Thonon at least for a few days

more; but the cardinal, who had received express

orders from the Pope to hasten his return to Koine,

was unable to gratify the holy man. He told him,

however, that he need not be uneasy, since the

prince was so extremely well-intentioned; adding,

that having recommended the affair to his
Highri&amp;gt;

and the nuncio, he hoped to be more useful to him

at Rome than at Thonon, especially as there were

several matters requiring the concurrence of his

Holiness.

lleconducted with the same honours as had marked

his arrival, he took his departure on the day pre-
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fixed, after having warmly recommended the affairs

of religion; the issue proved how advantageous the

Saint s precaution was, when he asked him to speak
in behalf of the Catholic cause.

CHAPTER XXVII.

FRANCIS BEFORE THE PRIVY COUNCIL.

AFTER the legate s departure, the ambassadors

from Friburg were admitted to an audience with the

Duke. They had no further commission than that

of complimenting his Highness in the name of their

cantons, on the gratifying progress of the faith in the

Chablais, and to exhort him to complete a work so

honourable to the zeal of a great prince. But when
the ambassadors from Berne and the deputies from
Geneva were introduced in their turn, they made

very different propositions. They began on some

unimportant topics, under pretext of which they had
been admitted; but soon began to harangue with

great warmth in favour of liberty of conscience, en

treating the Duke to adhere to the treaty of JNyon,
and to give them a precise answer, saying that they
were ordered by their superiors to ascertain his real

intentions. The Duke answered that he had no
intention of leaving Thonon, without first regulating
the affairs of religion; but that he had yet to consult
his council upon the subject; after which he assured
them he would let them know his determination.
At the termination of the audience he assembled his

councillors, amongst whom he would have Francis
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of Sales to take a sent. He 1 his motive I

summoning them, as well I test &amp;lt;&amp;gt;! the

ambassadors; nil 1 t: their ju it,

as to what would be most -

i such ciivu:

stanees. Opinions were divided on the sul.je ,-t, but

commended tlr.it alia uld remain

in their present state, i: ie

Swiss at a moment when the i trms mi Jit

direeted against Savoy, on account of ; ;te

of Saluxzo. They advised hifl Elighi

the cxeentim of his plans, and to continue lal) mri

in the c*
: n of the Calvinists

liy -e of the

sani - me no

one would have any : to complain, wliilst, more

or less, the oliji-et would be
g;i

:e slowly it

i&amp;gt; brae, hut, at t; time, more sutely.

The Saint s opinion was dianietrieally opposite to

this, which he contested with much vivacity. A-

soon as the Duke made him a si;_rn to speak, he

Ftronfrly represented that uniformity of belief was

the best support of the state; and this more espe

cially when Calvinism was in question, the princi

ples of which are far from inspiring those sentiments

of respect and fidelity which are due from subjects

to their sovereign. He added, that this her

unlike some others, is not satisfied with impugning
some speculative point of faith, leaving its founda

tions, its morals, and polities intact; on the con

trary, Calvinism upsets everything, ; ^ inS t ^ie

authority of sovereigns little more than that of the

Church; hence it is but seldom that it rebels against

the latter without rising against the former. For a

proof of this they had only to look at the republic-
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anism of the Low Countries, and in Scotland the

authority of the sovereign was all but annihilated.

Attempts to the same effect were made in England,

whilst the demand of Nantes had done little less

than establish a republic in the middle of a king

dom, where the royal authority had ever been par

ticularly respected, until heresy had insinuated

itself there. &quot;But,&quot; continued he, &quot;without look

ing to distant countries for confirmation of my asser

tions, you need only to cast your eye on Geneva and the

Chablais to comprehend what Huguenots are capable

of. You may still see the devastating effects of their

revolt.&quot; Hence he inferred that it was risking all if

they were tolerated, and nothing if they were banished.

A Catholic sovereign is always looked upon by them

as the enemy of their sect, therefore he is always

odious to them; and they are ever ready to league

with his enemies, in order to secure their protection

on every occasion. It was evident that heresy is a

monster which is never submissive, except when it

is depressed and humbled. They need not fear

that the people would abandon their homes and

property to go and implore succour in foreign lands ;

but that even if a few should do so, they would

soon return and appeal to the clemency of their

prince. Finally, he said, that after what had been

done, it would be hazardous either to retreat, or to

stand still, because the heretics would ascribe this

to want of courage, and would lead them to under

value the authority of the sovereign; nay, it would

encourage them to usurp authority themselves, and

call in the aid of the Swiss and Genevese. It was

therefore expedient to let them know that they
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might hope for everything from his own goodne-

not from those strange intercessions, &amp;lt;&amp;gt;n which they

declared their hopes to be ground
So far the Saint had only adduced political mo

tives, and, as it were, mrain-t his will, in ivj.lv to

those who recommended other meuores; lut, till-

as his heart was with a sincere piety, which she:

through all his actions, he ended his add re-- hv tell

ing the Duke that when the in

in question, some reliance was to be placed in Provi

dence; that if Constantino, Th&amp;gt; is, and &amp;gt;tl.

princes who had expelled idolatry from their &amp;gt;tat-

had always listened to the dictates of human pru-
:ice and worldly policy, paganism and

infidelity

would still reign, instead of being little more than

known by name; that, it is God who sup} :id

establishes thrones, and when the s who fill

them, employ their power in making Him reiirn in

the hearts of their subjects, II v. .iikl in return

pour blessings on their kingdoms, thus recompens

ing their zeal for the propagation of religion.

The holy man, perceiving that some of the coun

cillors were still unwilling to yield, and were mut

tering that the country ought to be left to the min

isters, as stipulated by the treaty of Xyon. Instead

of exasperating them, he turned to the duke, and

with a holy freedom said aloud,
&quot; Most serene prince,

if you leave the Calvinist ministers in possession of

these provinces, you hazard the loss both of your

kingdom here below, and of heaven above; and a

hand s breadth of the latter is worth more than all

the kingdoms of the world; these preachers were

only suffered to remain provisionally, therefore you
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are not bound to retain them; there can be no con

vention between Christ and Belial. The Duke had

listened attentively to the whole of his address, and,

struck by the last words, exclaimed,
&quot;

It is settled:

let no one say another Avord to me on this subject.&quot;

He dismissed the council, acceding to the request of

the Saint, and decreeing the expulsion of the minis

ters from his dominions; that the Calvinists should

be deprived of all charges and dignities; that an

exact examination should be made of the ecclesias

tical benefices and revenues usurped by the heretics,

and now unjustly possessed by them, that they might
be restored and applied to the maintenance of

Catholic pastors and missionaries, the restoration of

churches, and the foundation of a college for the

Jesuits at Thonon; and lastly, that the Catholic

religion should be the only one publicly exercised

in the Chablaia and the Bailiwicks. Some of the

councillors represented that this would not be carried

into execution without strife; but the Duke, who

had given his promise to the legate, was resolute,

and signified as much to the ambassadors, reminding

them that as the Bernese, when in occupation of the

country, had, by the exercise of absolute power,

compelled the people to embrace the new doctrines;

so he, their lawful prince, having recovered his pos

sessions, was resolved to restore them to the Catholic

faith. The deputies from Berne had not expected

such a blow; they resolved, nevertheless,, to resist it

by reply. Being invited to dine with the Duke, they

renewed their entreaties that matters might be left

in their actual state ; but finding this to no purpose,

they fell back upon the treaty of Nyon, and re-
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quested that they mi-lit retain at least three of

their ministers. The Duke answered that though
the treaty was Imt provisional, he would consent

their wish, provided three Catholic priest- were

received at IVrne; this appeared the worst alt-rna-

tive of the two, they thrreiore hastily depart,
that they illicit not witness what they f.iv-a\v

would he done to the prejudice of their misnamed
reform.

CHAPTER XXVII I.

TIFF IWIM:FS CAI:I;IKI&amp;gt; INTO EFFECT CONVERSIONS IN

CONSEQUENCE. LABOURS OF ST. FRANCIS OF SALES

CONTINUED,

To carry out his intentions in favour oif
religi&amp;lt;

the Duke gave orders that all the heretics should

meet him the following day at the palace, and there

learn his will upon the subject. At the hour

appointed, he made his appearance, accompanied by
his guards, the regiment of Martinengo being mean
while posted in the square and at the gates, to

repress all disturbance, whilst the rest of the troops
formed a double file occupying the road from the

Duke s lodging to the city palace. These precau
tions terrified the Calvinists, who at once foresaw

that the Duke could have recourse to rigour if he

found it necessary, but they had no idea of his r

object. If the common people were thus awed, the

higher classes already assembled in the palace were

yet more astounded. His Highness made a sign for

silence, and then informed them that though he might
VOL [.-24.
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at once use authority to recall them to the obedience

of the Church, from which they had been driven by
theviolence and threats of the Bernese, it had been his

object to employ mildness and benignity; therefore,

for the last four years he had left them to preaching,

conferences, and the exhortations of excellent ecclesi

astics, of whom the Provost of Sales there present de

served the chief glory, as being the most distinguish

ed of them all: that it was gratifying to him to

know that gentleness and persuasion had been used to

win their good will, and convince their intellects

anxious as he was to devise such measures as would

contribute to their greatest advantage that they

had been exhorted in public and in private, not

without great profit, seeing that the majority had

already returned to the bosom of the Church ; but

as there were still some few who remained deaf to

the voice of their mother the Church, and of their

sovereign who loved them as a father, and who, by
not following the example of the rest, were ruining

themselves both for time and eternity, he declared

that he would no longer tolerate such obdurate cha

racters in his states ; their very obstinacy proclaim

ing them the enemies of God, of the Church, and

the sovereign; that he had allowed them full time

to consider what they ought to do, and he now

desired that the good should be separated from the

bad. Let those who were willing to embrace the

religion of their prince pass on to the right side,

whilst those who persisted in remaining as they

were, were to pass over to the left.

The Duke then ceased speaking, to allow the

people time to make their choice. Francis and some
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other Catholics endeavoured to convince the here

tics that their best ink-rests in every wa\ ed

compliance with the recommendation of the Dul.

their words were so ellic;. imperially those of

the Saint, that a very small number remained at

the left hand, though two or three of the most dis-

juished were amongst them. Then the Dul.

turning to those who were at his right hand, accost

ed them in such terms of affability as completely

gained them; he told them that he looked upon
them henceforth as his good and faithful subjects;

that his regard for them would oblige him to grant

any favours they might ask. He next addres.-

himself to the contumacious thus: &quot; Since you dare

to declare yourselves in my presence, the enemies

not only of myself, but of God, begone! quit my
states, without a hope of ever re-entering them. I

despoil you of your charges and dignities; I had

rather be without subjects than have such as you,

whom I should always have reason to distrust. He

then made a sign to his guards, who ordered them

out of the audience-chamber. He, moreover, desired

that his determination should be committed to writ

ing, and an edict for it to be drawn up. Pie com

missioned, under letters patent, his attorney-gene

ral to visit all the churches of the Chablais, and to take

a general inventory of all the ecclesiastical benefices

and revenues that had belonged to them prior to the

rebellion, giving also strict injunctions that these

revenues should be employed according to the will

of the Bishop, the Provost, and the dean of Geneva.

Francis, the dean, and the government official, set

out at once, and sooa returned with the necessary
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documents, from whence it appeared that there

were formerly upwards of seventy parish churches

in the Chablais, besides monasteries, chapels, colleges

and hospitals. The holy man devoted himself with

such ardour to the enterprise, combining such vigi

lance with such indefatigable toil, as seem to have

been really superhuman; and such as clearly to

show that the finger of God was there. The Duke

insisted upon the provisional restitution of ecclesi

astical property, intending to send Francis to Eome

later, to obtain from His Holiness the confirmation

of his arrangements. The dean Claude d Ange-

ville was appointed economist-general of all the

churches of the Chablais and Ternier, since the

Provost was not always destined to remain there.

In the course of the afternoon, Francis, (who had

requested the Duke to allow the obstinate ones a

little more time,) brought over the greater number

of them, but the rest, including Messrs, de Brote,

Joli, and de Prez, crossed the lake and withdrew to

Nyon. But it is much easier to meet a ready griev

ance than to submit to the privations of a long

exile. The banished men expected that the Bernese

would take up arms at their request, and so re-es

tablish Calvinism in the Chablais; but they soon

perceived that nothing of the sort was intended;

moreover, they felt that they were burdensome to

their
| hosts,

and accordingly wrote to Francis,

entreating him to obtain permission for their re

turn. In hopes of being able to convert them, the

holy man obtained safe-passports for them from His

Highness, who could refuse him nothing. As soon
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as they returned he began to confer with them, arid

had the satisfaction of converting them.

De Brote, who was determined to have no cause

for after-self-rquMai-h, showed the arguments em

ployed by Francis to La Fay of Geneva, wh MM so

little able to controvert them, that De I

1

. found

no difficulty then in abjuring Calvinism, m&amp;lt;

cially after La Fay admitted that salvation was

attainable in the Catholic Church.

After the abjuration, he and his companions were

very favourably received by the Duke, who n-j-iced

exceedingly at seeing that province with the three

bailiwicks entirely restored to the Church; most

anxiously did he endeavour to maintain them in tins

good state, providing all that was necessary to this

effect. The out-posts were well garrisoned to pro

tect them against the emissaries of Geneva; he in

sisted on the restoration of the parish churches, and

the restitution of the bells belonging to them, which

had been removed to the fortress of Allinges; and

he provided for the maintenance of pastors and mis

sionaries; he regulated the distribution of alms, to

take place from time to time, prohibited the circula

tion of heretical works, ordered that festivals should

be observed, as well as the fasts prescribed by the

Church; he expressly desired the governors and

magistrates to second the bishop, and not to permit

the public profession of any other religion but the

Catholic, taking care to punish delinquents. In fine,

the fifteen articles which Francis had presented to

him, were signed by him on the 12th of TsTovember,

thus signalizing the zeal and piety of his noble

heart.
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But nothing contributed more towards the re -estab

lishment of Catholicity than his own regularity of

conduct, and the striking example of piety which he

gave during his six weeks residence at Thonon.

He assisted at all the public prayers with a modest

recollection that edified the most embittered. He
confessed and communicated several times with great

devotion. He distributed copious alms, so judi

ciously, that the province long felt the beneficial

effects thereof. In a word, he proved that politics,

when combined with piety, can effect what they

please. That the Catholic religion was peacefully

re-established in the Chablais, Avas, under God,

owing no doubt to St. Francis of Sales, who under

went such immense labours in order to effect it.

Notwithstanding this, no small share of the glory of

this good work is due to the Duke, whom the Saint

highly extols in his preface to the &quot; Introduction to

a Devout Life;&quot; in the dedication of his &quot;Standard

of the Cross
;&quot;

and in the second epistle of the first

book of it ; commendations of great weight, because,

as we read in a manuscript containing his homilies,
1

praeclarum est a laudato laudari : It is a noble

thing to be praised by him who deserves praise.
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CIIAPTKIIS XXIX. AM. XXX.

DEPARTURE OF THE DUKE. vNCIS GOES TO SALES.

PKOPOSED FOH THE COAIUT ni:&amp;lt;I!lP OF VA.

ACCEPTS IT BY OBEDIENCE. l)AM.i:U&quot;US ILLNI

PHI-TAKES TO GO TO ROME.

THE presence of the Dub 1 seemed to be still

ni-cvssary at Thonon, in order to give stability to

tW affairs of the revived Church. Xeverthele

towards the end of the sixth we.-k, lu- found himself

obliged to depart. Alphonsus d Este, Duke of

rara, having died without issue, Cl-ineiit VIII.

attempted to unite that city with the Holy S-

alleging, that as a
f..-.ulary,

it so devolved as a matter

of riirlit; he, therefore, refused the investiture To

i sar d Este, who, as the nearest relative, laid claim

to it. Those powers that were friendly to the

house of d Este took up arms, to obtain by force,

what the Pope refused to supplication. The Pope,

wh &amp;gt; had with great promptitude taken possession of

the city,
likewise had recourse to arms to defend 1

new acquisition.
He endeavoured to uphold his

riirht by means of Censures, and his Censures by

means of the sword, so that, in a short time the

whole of Italy was up in arms. The Duke, fearing

lest the peace so long enjoyed by his states might

be disturbed hastily re- crossed the mountains, to

stand on the defensive, and to endeavour to effect an

accommodation; and such was the case, thanks to

the intervention of various potentates.
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About this same time Francis repaired to Annecy,
for both the Duke and the Bishop were anxious to

send him to Rome, to solicit the requisite authoriza

tions fiom the Pope. It was desirable, therefore,

that he should first confer with the Bishop, and

make memoranda of the different subjects to be dis

cussed. Francis was considered to be the best quali

fied for this purpose, as being most conversant with

the wants of the Chablais, the conversion of which

had cost him so much.

He returned to Annecy, after spending four years
and some months in his apostolic labours. From

Annecy he went on to Sales, to gratify his parents,

who received him with extraordinary demonstra

tions of affection and delight, exulting in his glori

ous success. In the meantime the Bishop was

meditating how he could -duly recompense the inde

fatigable exertions of the Saint, who had brought
back so many of his wayward sheep to the fold. In

the first place he ordered the Commissary of the

Ecclesiastical revenues of the Chablais to repay him
all the expenses incurred by him in the course of

the mission; but he, with a noble generosity worthy
of himself, refused to accept this re-imbursement,

saying that he would on no account consent thus to

diminish the sum destined to the parochial clergy,

and the present necessities of the Chablais, and that he

would much rather suffer himself, than see the rec

tors stinted, to the injury perhaps of those commit

ted to their care. This refusal was highly admired

by the Bishop, who well knew the circumscribed

state of the Provost s finances
;
he extolled his sanc

tity, and resolved to choose him for his coadjutor.
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hud already mentioned this idea to several de

vout and prudent personages connected with the

diocese, who unanimously udvi&amp;gt;ed his Lordihip to

take advantage of the Provost s journey to Rome,

and secure the Pope s consent to the pp-jeer.

Nothing further remained but to propose it to the

Saint himself. Whilst the bishop was Wltchi

a favourable opportunity for doing this, a dream

quickened his decision. One night he dreamt that

wolves were furiously worrying his rlock, and in

spite of his utmost exertions, succeeded in carrying

off some of his lambs, for he had no one to assist

him in repelling the attack. So thoroughly was his

mind agitated by what it beheld, that he thrice

cried out aloud for help, which awakened one of his

chaplains, who hastened to him, and found him

plunged in distress. When informed of the circum

stance, he endeavoured to console him, reminding

him of the zeal, learning, and sanctity of the Pro

vost of Sales, who belonged to his diocese; therefore

he had nothing to fear, Francis alone being equal to

many, whilst there were several more ecclesiastics

whom he would ever find ready to assist him in

emergencies. Hereupon the Bishop exclaimed,

&quot;Where are you, my son? Why do you not come

to the support of my old
age?&quot; Having regained

his composure, he dismissed his chaplain, and passed

the rest of the night tranquilly. On the following

day, when the Saint went to converse with him on

the affairs of the Chablais, the good prelate opened

his heart to him, saying, that when he reflected on

his obligations to him, for having with so much toil

wrested three provinces of his diocese out of the hands
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of ihe heretics, and when he reflected on his age
and infirmities, which prevented him from labouring
at a time when the diocese was so much enlarged as

to require more assiduous zeal, and more indefatiga

ble vigilance than ever; on all considerations, then,

he needed his aid, and wished to have him for his

coadjutor in life, and his successor at his death. He
doubted not that his humility would make him

fancy himself inadequate to such a post, but this

very idea would only prove that he was the more

worthy of it. As for himself, he owned that he

should tremble at the thought of offering it to any
one else, but offered it to him with pleasure, fully

convinced that he would exactly fulfil all the obli

gations annexed to such a charge. He besought
him to render this service to himself and to the

diocese, or rather to Jesus Christ, who, through
him had elected him, that, by consenting, he would

free him from all the anxiety which he felt when
unable fully to discharge all the duties of his ministry.

The humble Francis was astounded at such a pro

position; the confusion of his ideas for some time

suspended his utterance, but, regaining his usual

peace of heart, temporarily disturbed, he answered

the bishop, that as long as he lived he would always
find him ready to devote the little talent which he

possessed to the relief of his Lordship, but that he

certainly had neither merit nor qualification suited

to episcopacy. He expressed himself deeply obliged

for the proffered favour of a dignity which every
one reveres, which many covet, but of which none

can over-rate the charge; that he was so persuaded

that episcopacy was a burden oppressive even to an
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angel s shoulders, that he could not
p&amp;gt;&amp;gt;?il&amp;gt;ly

desire

it, und he concluded hy saying, that seei h an

immeasurable distance between the dignity and

his talents a detieieney which he better under

stood than any one else, he entreated him to look

elsewhere, and choose some one more deserving

the honour and eminent dignity than himself, ob

serving that the diocese was not without its worthy

men.

The Bishop had foreseen that the humility of the

aid make him refuse the coadjutorship, and

therefore was prepared to contest the point Avith

him. lie therefore said that he knew there would

be presumption in thinking oneself al&amp;gt; rthily to

discharge so holy a ministry, which can be more

safely refused than accepted. But, mi^ht there not

likewise be obstinacy in refusing it Avhen God calls

to it? Moses, in humility, excused himself from

undertaking the guidance of the people of Israel,

but afterwards accepted it in obedience, and not to

oppose the will of God. And in this point he may
be proposed as a model to all Avho are destined to

govern souls; to undertake this without a vocation

from God is presumption, but Avhen called, there is

merit in submitting oneself, hoping for those aids

Avhich the Almighty never refuses to those Avho

trust entirely in Him. He bade him look at the

example of the saints, and conform himself to it, for

he could assure him that he had not selected him

Avithout first consulting God, and the best informed

and the most Avorthy persons of his diocese, and

that he felt more and more certain that God Avould

have him to be the pastor of His
people.

He con-
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eluded by citing the opinion of St. Gregory, who,

though he advises us to shun dignities, requires
that we should place our back beneath the burden,
when raised to it by persons who are beyond the

reach of suspicion, and in the manner prescribed by
the holy canons. He assured him that plebeians,

patricians and clergy, wished to have him made a

bishop, whilst his bishop and his sovereign were

conjointly endeavouring to impose the charge upon
him. It was evident, therefore, that by these means

God intended to place him on the candlestick, that

he might completely exterminate heresy out of the

diocese.

The Duke was indeed most anxious that Francis

should be a bishop, and when he was informed that

Monsgr. Granier was dangerously ill, he, of his own

accord, expressed the wish that the provost of Sales

should be his successor; so that when the Bishop of

Geneva applied for the Sovereign s consent, his

Highness instantly granted it; as if he had foreseen

that Francis would be the person selected. Not

withstanding all this, the holy man could not lay

aside his fears
; declaring that he could not make up

his mind to accept so perilous a dignity; feeling

that he had not strength to carry it. He referred

to the many examples of those who had been ruined

by elevation, though illustrious for virtue in their

private station, This it was that terrified him, and

therefore he implored the bishop to leave to Provi

dence the care of finding him a successor.

As Francis thus persisted in his refusal, the bishop

thought it best to say no more that day; he merely
recommended him to consult God in an affair of such
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importance, lest sell-love should be tin- motive which

made him so pertinaciously refuse to feed the Lord s

Hock, to take charge of which is Mirely the effect

of divine love. He thus took leave of him for the

time, but renewed his instances thr&amp;lt;mirh the medium

of their friends, who willingly them-

to extort a consent, which it was easy to fore

tell would be of such advanta. ;lie dioce- . 1 ids

would easily be inferred from his previous career,

his learning, his zeal, and the piety which breath*

in his every action. JUit the holy man was im

movable; so, to escape the entreaties which molested

him so much, he withdrew to Sale This was

precisely what the bishop wished, tl link ing that he

uld be unable to resist the authority of his pa-

rent*. lie followed him, therefore, to Sales, and

renewed his entreaties in their presence, but Francis

persevered in his refusal, adducing all those reasons

which are so opposed to the spirit of the world,

saying, that whoever accepted such a post, ought to

be very certain that it was the divine will, at which

worldlings scoff, even intriguing to secure such a

dignity. He called the title of bishop a title of

labour, though worldlings call it one of dignity,

and concluded, that under the mitre were a thou

sand anxieties, involving the obligation of feeding

the sheep of Christ, though worldlings think but of

the splendour of the one, and of nourishing them

selves with the milk of the other. The Bishop was

therefore obliged to return without gaining his

point, to his own great regret, and to the regret of

all good people, who deemed the refusal prejudicial

to the interests of the Church and of souls.
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Monsignor Granier was most anxious to obtain

from the Provost of Sales a consent, which he felt

convinced would prove the safety of hi& diocese; he

knew that he could securely entrust it to his vigi

lance; he used his best endeavours to this purpose,

but seeing that all was useless, he despatched his

head chaplain, a very worthy ecclesiastic, over to

Sales, with orders to use every possible persuasion

to gain the holy man s consent, and then, if he still

refused, he was to command him in the Bishop s

name, and in virtue of holy obedience, to submit.

The priest, named Peter Critain, was the particular

friend of Francis. He undertook the commission,

and made all the representations he could to shake

his purpose, but the Provost still held out, and

excused himself by saying that a coadjutor would so

materially diminish the revenues of the bishop,

which at present were scarcely sufficient for the

decent maintenance of his establishment, that he

could not consent to see him reduced to still greater

straits.
&quot;

Moreover,&quot; he said,
&quot; I am not born

to command, but to obey. It will be better for his

Lordship to make use of me in whatever way he can
;

he will ever find me most ready to serve him, instead

of obliging me to accept a charge wholly beyond my
strength ; whereas there are so many in the diocese

much better qualified than I am.&quot; Then Critain,

setting aside his reasons on the score of insufficiency,

told him that he was commissioned by the bishop, to

order him in virtue of holy obedience, to accept the

brevet containing the placet of His Highness; here

upon he placed it in his hands, conjuring him to
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submit, seeing that this was so manifestly the will of

God.

At these words his repugnance to the dignity

mod, as it were, subdued l&amp;gt;v tin- authority of the

Church and of God, with winch the prelate was in

vested. Ho walked up and down the room tor some

time in silence, and with his arms crossed upon his

breast; then he said,
&quot; Lot us go over t :vns and

celebrate the Mass of the Holy Ghost. I will serve

yours, and you mine, and when wo have thus

prayed, wo will do what &amp;lt; mil
in&amp;gt;ph They

wont to Thorens accordingly, and it was observ

that whilst the Saint was sayii;- .Mass, his face shone

with remarkable brilliancy, the vestiges of which

wore appaiont, even after his thanksgiving. His

dread of the dangers which he foresaw, will enable

us to guess how groat was the fervour of his prayers,

whilst on the other hand he was disposed to obey;

nevertheless, he knew how much his obedience would

cost him; but at length, finding his heart restored

to peace, he conceived it to be the will of God that

he should obey, so after Mass when Critain asked

what answer he was to give the bishop, Francis

replied, that if he might be believed, it was his wish

to hold the last place in the house of God ; that he

had done violence to his own principles when he

accepted the Provostship, which he had only done

to appease the remonstrances of friends: that even

this dignity was beyond his deserts, nor could he

conceive how his Lordship could compel him to

accept a prelacy, of which he was even more unwor

thy. However, if the bishop really desired it, he

was ready to obey in spite of all his repugnance, and
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that he would beseech the Lord to forgive the fault

he was committing in choosing a person so ill quali

fied for this important charge, and not to impute to

himself the failings which his incapacity would occa

sion. In conclusion, he entreated Critain to keep
silence on all that had passed between them. But

he, exulting in the joy which he knew he should

impart to the good bishop, related it all in confi

dence to the parents of the Saint and to the canon

of Sales. Then returning to Annecy, he repeated
all that had occurred to his Lordship, who, so far

from believing that this election would inculpate
him before God, publicly declared (as soon as he

knew that Francis had consented) that he believed

the best act of his life was that of choosing his dear

son the Provost of Sales to be his coadjutor. The

whole diocese rejoiced at the event. Geneva alone

was in dismay, seeing that now all chance of restor

ing Calvinism in the Chablais was at an end, with

the prospect moreover of fresh losses and discomfi

ture. The clergy, the nobility, and the people,

returned thanks to God, ascribing to Him the suc

cess of the negociation, whilst the thoughts and feel

ings of Francis ran in quite another direction.

In fact, no sooner had he given his consent, than

he was overwhelmed with a deeper sense of grief

than he had ever before experienced in his whole

life. His mind was concentrated on the considera

tion of his new state in which he was placed by obe

dience, and though he had accepted it only as

being compelled by obedience, its dangers did not

seem to be lessened on this account. He felt as if

he were cast upon the sea in the midst of a terrific
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storm, exposed to a thousand shoals, where those

were to be most apprehended which were best con-

dfd. In the bitterness of li :rt, lie inces

santly repeated, &quot;Lord, wre u-, \\v
p.-rishl&quot;

Visits of congratulation, of which he received so

many, wore like martyrdom to him. JVop!,. w ,

surprised at his aillietion; but 1. i thorn that it

was more than enough to have to an-uvr to Grod i

his own soul, without being held r ible for the

souls of many others.

Ho went over to Annccy, where he deplorinirly
remonstrated with the bishop for imposing such a

command, beseeching him it he would not have com

passion on his weakness at least to consider the ter

rible account he would have to give to God for this

Unfortunate election; and u raring that there was still

time to repair the mistake, if he would but take back

the brevet and relieve him from the obedience. The

bishop embraced him
affectionately, exhorted him to

confide in the Lord who called him, assured him
that there were evident signs that God required
him to be a bishop, and therefore he might expect

special helps from Him, sufficient to render him a

Saint. He would not take back the brevet, bavin*o

already given notice to His Holiness through the

medium of Cardinal de Medici, with whom he had

discussed the matter at Thonon, in the hope that the

Pope would approve of it, not only on the score of

personal esteem, but likewise to gratify the wishes

of the cardinal. He therefore desired Francis to

prepare for his journey to Koine, to obtain the requi
site authorizations for the plans proposed in the

Chablais; his presence and tact being necessary to

VOL. I.
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explain matters of much importance to the well-

being of the converts.

All these exhortations, however, did not remove

the idea of the dangers which would beset him in

the episcopal state; they haunted him to such a

degree as to deprive him of sleep; his blood became

heated, and a violent fever set in, which soon reduced

him to death s door. The Countess of Sales, in her

affliction, reproached herself for having concurred in

extorting the fatal consent, which it was likely

would cost the life of her son. She went to attend

upon him, and would never quit his bed-side. All

his friends and acquaintances were exceedingly

grieved at the prospect of so irreparable a loss to the

diocese, all having well-grounded hopes that an

election in which the finger of God so visibly ap

peared, would turn to the advantage of the Church.

His malady gained ground daily, and the doctors

despaired of his life. His mother was commissioned

to announce this to him, which caused her a grief

which it would be impossible to describe. Being a

lady of remarkable virtue, she first adored the dis

pensations of Divine Providence, and then in terms

dictated by prudence and maternal love, she told

her son that his complaint was in such a state, that

he might now prepare to go and enjoy the reward of

his labours in heaven. Francis seemed astounded at

the intelligence. The sorrows of death and the fears

of hell assailed him. He thought he had not as yet

done meet penance for his sins; and with many

groans he began interruptedly to ejaculate the

words of Job and Ezechiel. &quot; Suifer me a little

while, Lord, that I may bemoan my grief before I
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go to the land of darkness, from whence there is no

return; the land that is covered with the shades

ith; for I have sinned, ami have nut et

penance. Too grievously have 1 sinned. I will

,ik in the bitterness of my soul, and I will say

to God, Do not Thou condemn me; where -hall I

hide myself from Thy anger? In the midst of u.

da} 11 I go down to the gates of hell? Shall

my life be thus cutofFby the \\va\vr bei .re it U fully

spun out?&quot; Then, with holy David, he added,

&quot;Reprove
me not, O Lord, in Thy wrath; convert

me to Thee, and save my soul, for there is no o:

who is mindful of Thee in death. Kvery niirht I

will water my bed with my ; Thus did the

holy man pray, resolving to put his affairs in &amp;lt;

and to regulate his life better in the event of 1.

recovery. All at once a heavenly light beamed up

his mind, and he consoled himself with this w!

reflection, which I could wish to see engraven in the

minds of all who fear death. &quot;

I can only hope for

salvation from the Lord: divine mercy will be as

necessary to me later as it is now, and will be as

favourable to me at this time as at any other.

Hence, encouraging himself, he said, &quot;All the ways

of the Lord are mercy and truth. O my soul, why
art thou afflicted? Hope in God, for I will now and

for ever confess that He is my Saviour and my
God !&quot; These thoughts and expressions restored

calm to his heart, and he thenceforward found con

solation in that which afflicted all his friends.

His peace of mind increased with his bodily pains,

and his confidence in God was never greater than at

the moment when his life was despaired of.
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Amidst the universal regret on account of his

illness, that of the good bishop was so excessive as

to throw him into a dangerous illness. He wculd be

informed not only from hour to hour, but almost

from moment to moment, how the invalid was going

on, and ordered one or other of his attendants to

remain constantly with Francis, and to bring him

word what remedies were prescribed, and what

effects they produced. The Chapter of the cathedral,

in dismay at the prospect of losing a head which was

such an honour to it, went in a body to bid him a

last farewell, and receive his blessing. Whilst each

of the canons stood weeping at his bed-side, entreat

ing him to give them some brief instruction, the

holy man, summoning up his remaining strength,

spoke to them so efficaciously of the vanities of the

world, of the uncertainties of this life, and of the

beauty of virtue, as to excite their astonishment,

all of them acknowledging that he had never spoken

with more elegance and strength of mind. He gave

appropriate advice to each one in particular, disclos

ing their imperfections to them, and prescribing

salutary remedies proportioned to each one s neces

sities. Having thanked them, and recommended

himself to their prayers, he gave them his blessing,

and they withdrew, deeply moved and grieved.

Scarcely had they left him, when he swooned, and

for the space of an hour was thought to be dead, all

attempts to revive him proving useless. But his

soul was not asleep, for at that very time the devil

was assailing him with ferocious temptations, sug

gesting to his mind, weakened as it was by bodily

infirmity, the most subtle arguments 01 the schools
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apainst the real presence of our Divine Lord in the

Blessed Sacrament; nor could lie at the moment &amp;lt;:

cover any solid :i
; but at length, by invoking

the holy name of Jesus, and pro: that he would

belie- \ :i what he could not understand, he suc

ceeded in dispelling the temptations. On recovering

himself, he recollected the solution of the subtl

but he would never disclose them, fearing lest they

might prove a stumbling-block to weak min -&amp;gt;e-

cially as there are many who can comprehend difficul

ties, but are incapable of seizing the force of repl;

Once only lie mentioned to his brother Lewis, with

whom he frequently discussed theological topics,

what had happened to him on this occasion, but recol

lecting himself he also pointed out wherein e ;ed

the equivocation, and forbade him ever to repeat it.

As he appeared to be somewhat better the next

day, the musicians of the cathedral went to visit

him, and by way of recreating his mind a little,

offered to sing a motett. He accordingly begged

they would sing that of St. Mary Magdalen, begin

ning with,
&quot; My heart burns to see God.&quot; It would

be impossible to describe the emotions of his heart

as he was listening to the music. He next asked

them to sing the psalm,
u As the hart pants after

the fountains of water, so does my soul desire Thee,

O God.&quot; When the musicians retired he shed

abundance of tears, and then recitated the * Mise

rere, after which he again fainted. The doctors

determined on trying an experiment in order to

revive him, and one of them mixed a quantity of

potable gold in some broth, when the Saint, who was

not entirely unconscious, asked him what lie was
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doing. By way of answer the doctor made use of these

words of our Divine Lord,
&quot; That which I do ye

know not now, but ye shall know it later.&quot; Where

upon, the sick man, in whom virtue was strong,

although his body was weak, corrected him, telling

him that he ought never to profane the words of

Christ, nor employ them excepting to holy purposes,

nor utter them otherwise than with great respect.

The golden mixture soon produced its effect, so

that the bishop s servant who came to make his

enquiries, was able to congratulate with him, and to

tell him that the doctors pronounced him improved.

This good news was such a solace to the worthy

prelate that he was soon able to leave his bed.

Francis too progressed favourably, and in a few

days recovered both health and strength. God,

who destined him to great things, prolonged a life

which was to be entirely devoted to His service,

and that of the Church. His cure was considered

miraculous; every one returned thanks to God;

and it was then clearly shown how much the joy,

both of clergy and people, depended on the life of

the holy man.

But now restored to health, and willing to show

his gratitude to God, he redoubled his labours, and

began to make the preparations necessary for his

journey to Rome.

CHAPTER XXXI.

HIS JOURNEY TO ROME.

HAVING recovered his strength, Francis started

for Rome, accompanied by the bishop s nephew,
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Signer di Chise, canon of the cathedral. The

bishop hud made this arranjvment, sii&amp;gt;pt&amp;gt;rtinir
that

when once at Iconic, tin- lily man would irive him

self no concern about the oo-adjntonhip, or rath

that h.- would do his best to be relieved nf it. And

here we cannot but admire tin. di&amp;gt;i conduct

of the uncle and of the nephew. The
hi&amp;gt;hop mi^ht

certainly have chosen the canon for his successor;

he had for several yea tisfactorily assisted him

in the government, of his diocese. 1I&amp;gt; was a man

undoubted merit, and the Pope and the Duke would

prol&amp;gt;aMv
have ratified the choice. But the good pre

lateconsulted notfleshand blood. Seeing that Francis

surpassed him in worth, he gave him the pr -re,

and the canon bad suilicient virtue not to complain;

on the contrary, he volunteered to press the cause

forward, and to proceed to Rome expressly to pro

mote that which would make Francis his superior;

whereas it might seem that he ought to be his subject.

Whilst the bishop was tasting that holy joy, with

which God, even in this life, recompenses those who

prefer His Divine service before all other things,

and was calmly awaiting the favourable issue of the

affairs recommended to the two travellers, they

crossed the Alps, and remained a few days at Turin,

to negociate with the Duke and the Nuncio, who gave

them letters of introduction to the ambassador of Sa

voy, and to Cardinal Aldobrandini, requesting their

influence; then pursuing their journey, they halted

at Modena, where they found the president Faber,

who was then in Italy, arranging affairs for the Duke

of Nemours. Whilst the Saint, like another Enoch,

was walking with God, and intent upon the interests
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of God, the devil raised a new scheme, As he could

not endure the man- God, so neither would he leave

without temptation a man who lived like an angel.

As Francis was about entering a town, his horse

fell, and the Saint rose from the ground with his

dress covered with mud. He was obliged to stop

at the first inn he reached, and not having a second

suit of clothes, by reason of his voluntary poverty,

a French gentleman, who happened to be travelling

with him, lent him one of black velvet to put on

whilst his own were cleaned. Unwilling to appear

abroad thus elegantly equipped, he remained alone

in his own room, whilst his companions sallied forth

to see whatever there was in town worthy of obser

vation. His door was suddenly opened, and a lady
of modest deportment and of great beauty, entered

the room. The cavalier s dress prevented her from

suspecting Francis of being an ecclesiastic, and,

struck by his handsome appearance, she immedi

ately conceived guilty projects, and made her pro

posals accordingly. Francis was astounded at find

ing such wantonness coupled with such exterior

modesty; and answered in a manner to have made
her enter into herself, had she not been a woman
of unbounded effrontery. She ridiculed his correc

tive admonitions, and continued inciting him to

sin; whereupon he was sadly embarrassed, wishing
on one side to spare the reputation of the guilty

woman, and on the other to extricate himself from

so perilous a position. He threatened, and then

advanced towards the door, but the female detained

him, precisely at the moment when Roland was

entering the room, who at a glance perceived the
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object of the guilty -woman, and the purity and

triumph of the ue\v Joseph. Anxious to conceal

what had occurred, Franc; vant for

his prolonged absence, and bade him conduct the

lady to her own apartment, as she had made a mis

take, and had entrivd the room d him,

instead of the one intended lor herself, lint Ro

land saw that malice, and not inadvrr had

brought her -where she was. On resuming their

journey, Roland repeated the affair to his com

panions, expressing his surprise at the Avoman who,

at first sight, looked very modest, and had excited

his respect. Francis, ever ready to - ; his

neighbour, replied that possibly she mi_rht be what

she seemed, but that each of us may encounter

certain moments of danger, when we are scarcely

master of ourselves; God so permitting, in order to

discover our weakness to us, to inspire us with

diffidence of self, and to oblige us to have recourse

to Him. Hereupon he took occasion to speak of

the dangers to which young persons are apt to

expose themselves, by a too free intercourse with

those of a different sex; saying that all caution was

advisable even when necessity or convenience de

mands this intercourse: the fear of God, and care of

their reputation prevent many from treating with

suspicious persons, who nevertheless easily confer

with virtuous females, fearing no ill consequences

where we find a conduct that wins both esteem and

affection. He added that this was one of the most

crafty artifices of self-love, because, regard for the

virtue is often insensibly transferred to the person,

and the heart, imagining the first beginnings of the
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vicious affection to be nothing more than the origi

nal esteem of the individual s virtue, a chain is woven

by degrees, and not discovered until it is too strong

to be broken. He strongly insisted on attention to

the admonition of the apostle, who warns us to be on

our guard, lest what began in the spirit should end

in the flesh. He admitted that it was but seldom

these pernicious effects went so far as to become

exterior faults, but notwithstanding this, no precau
tion could be too great in guarding against these

dangers, God being more jealous of the heart even

than of the body; nor will He endure a rival. And

although they may be free from abominable guilt,

He holds Himself at a distance from those who

attach themselves unduly, even to persons whom

they deem virtuous. With these, and other simi

larly edifying conversation, as circumstances gave

rise, he beguiled the tedium of the journey until

they reached Rome, where, by the advice of the

President Faber, the Saint procured a lodging near

San Salvatore in Lauro.

CHAPTEE XXXII.

S. FRANCIS IS FAVOURABLY RECEIVED BY THE POPE, AND

EXAMINED FOR THE BISHOPRIC.

ON his arrival at Rome, Francis lost no time in

paying his respects to Cardinal de Medici, who

welcomed him with extraordinary demonstrations of

esteem and affection. He enquired about all the
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Saint had boon doing in the Chahhus since 1 ni-

nence had been there, and examined the memorials

which were to be presented to His Ilolii. ell

as his own verbal requests, promising the Mippnrt

of his influence, and oH erini: to introduce him him

self to the Pope. He ace ly conducted him on

the appointed day to kiss the feet of His Holiness.

ie Pope then had the iction of conversing

with that great man, of whom he had heard so

much. lie questioned him minutely on those, topics

which most interested him, and the Cardinal again

repeated the numerous conversions, of which h&amp;lt;- him

self had been an eye-witness, his apostolic labou

his zeal, his piety, and then concluded thus: &quot;If-

then, most holy Father, is the apostle of th-- ChaM.

and the prep of re-nascent Catholicity in those coun

tries.&quot; The humble man embraces toil, but cannot

endure praise, which is its first reward. The holy

man attributed all the success of the mission to his

bishop and his associates, acknowledged the many
favours obtained from God, and then informed him

of all that was yet requisite towards the maintenance

of the new church of the Chablais, and generally of

the state of the diocese, according to the information

taken, and the notes drawn up, which were reduced

to ten heads.

1. To compel the Knights of SS, Maurice and

Lazarus to maintain the curates.

2. To unite some benefice, even cloistral, to the

theological prebends, which no one would accept,

because they were so poor and laborious.

3. Permission for the bishop to impose some tythe
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or pension on the abbeys or priories, towards the sup

port of poor curates who had not sufficient income.

4. Faculties to grant dispensations within the

fourth degree of relationship for contracting mar

riage, many of his diocesans being too poor to apply
to Rome, and in some villages almost all the inhabit

ants being interconnected. He moreover requested

power, at least in foro conscientice, to dispense those

already married.

5. To empower the bishop, his vicar-general, and

ten or twelve others deputed by him, to absolve

heretics, or those who have relapsed into heresy, in

order to facilitate conversions, and this to be granted
in perpetuity. Moreover, to permit the reading of

heretical works to the said deputies, that they

may be able to confute the falsehoods published
in them.

6. To exempt the bishop from the payment of

tythes, in consideration of his scanty revenue, and

the heavy expenses which he is obliged to incur,

as they might be exacted instead from the richer

benefices.

7. Permission for the canons of the cathedral, who

for the most part are doctors, and of noble birth, to

have (besides the canonry) a parish to rule by means

of competent vicars, the revenues of the canons

not surpassing sixty ducats annually.

8. To exempt some of the villages from burdens

which savour more of paganism than of the liberty

of the Church, though they are in favour of the

bishop; such as heirship to those who die without

issue, who are prohibited from making a will, even

in favour of their poor relatives; such as obliging
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the inhabitants of certain villages to watch at night

in the mar-hes to prevent the croaking of the frogs

whilst the bishop slept; such as preventing the wear

of black garments, and confining the people to the

of grey. Power for the bishop to relieve his

subjects from such burdens, substituting in exchange
a small tax, as the bishop ought to be content to be

the father of his people, without exacting services

discreditable to his ministry.

9. To empower some prelate to reform certain

abbeys and monasteries of the diocese, where reli

gious discipline was so far degenerated as to tolerate

scandal in the inmates.

10. To unite the priory of St. Ilyppolitus in Tho-

non, to the revenues of the chapter, permitting the

canons of the cathedral to remove thither from

Annecy, where they had found shelter with the

bishop, obliging all to go to Thonon for residence,

where they would be better able to labour for the

conversion of heretics.

Such were the articles submitted by the Saint to

the Pope. We know not why the last was not car

ried into effect, as all the others were in due time;

His Holiness immediately consented to some of them,

the rest were referred to the consideration of Cardi

nal Baronius, and the archbishop of Bari, the nun

cio at Turin.

But not one of the requests was so gratifying to

the pontiff as that presented by Canon Chize in the

name of his uncle, namely, of bestowing the coad-

jutorship of Geneva on the Provost de Sales, His

Holiness foreseeing that such an arrangement would
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turn to the immense advantage of the faithful, and

to the discomfiture of heresy. The petition stated

that the Bishop of Geneva being upwards of fifty

years of age, twenty of which had been spent in the

government of that diocese that being liable to

infirmities which disqualified him for ruling so vast

a bishopric, comprising six hundred parishes, whereof

sixty-four had recently returned to the commu
nion of the Church, and that these required the con

secration of churches, altars, and cemeteries, with

other functions beyond his strength ; that, convinced

moreover of the nobility, piety, learning, and sanc-

titv of Francis of Sales, Provost of the cathedral, he

besought His Holiness to constitute him his coad

jutor and successor, allowing him at the same time

to retain his provostship, (the annual income of

which was only eighty ducats,) and the curacy of

Petit-Bornand, whose revenues did not amount to

two hundred ducats, and to have a fourth part of

the Episcopal revenues that this appointment was

desired by the sovereign, the bishop, the clergy, and

all the people who had witnessed his heroic conduct,

preaching in the midst of heretics at the risk of his

own life, the consequence of which had been numer

ous conversions; finally, observing that as he pro

gressed every day, the favour would be agreeable

both to God and men.

This petition was presented to the Pope when

Francis was absent; upon which his Holiness

remarked that he had never alluded to the coadju-

torship in his audiences, and accordingly sent for

him, and opened the subject himself, saying that he

admired this great humility joined to such distin-
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guished merit; he expressed himself highly gratified

with the Bishop s choice, extolling it in pr.-sence

of the Cardinals, and desiring tlie holy man to

return three days hence, to be examined in his

pre

Francis was somewhat startled at this order, the

]&amp;gt;i&amp;gt;li&amp;lt;&amp;gt;ps

of Savoy, like those of France, bri:

exempted by privilege from this examination. 1

did not deem himself bound to represent this circum

stance to his Holiness, but mentioned it to the

Count di Verva, the Duke s ambassador at Home;
not from any apprehension of the examination, but

that lie might not give umbrage to tlie Gallican

l.i shops, and that no innovation might result from

the circumstance. The amba^ dema: an

audience of the Pontiff, who, suspecting the. raii-e

of it, prevented him by saying that he had desired

the Coadjutor of Geneva to appi-ar l
:

&amp;gt;r his examina

tion on the following Monday; not because he in

tended to examine those b^hops nominated by the

Duke of Savoy, but for his own special satisfaction,

wishing to judge for himself of the talents of a man
whom lame so distinguished above others, and also

that he might be able to do honour to this faithful

servant of the Lord. He likewise added that lie

had discerned in him, in the course of private con-

Y -r&amp;gt;ation, a deep fund of learning, which a public
examination would bring to light, and would also

raise him in the estimation of the College of Cardi

nals and of all Rome.

This explanation satisfied the count, who accord

ingly informed the Saint that he had better prepare
himself against the appointed day; but the brief
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interval of time, together with, multiplicity of other

affairs, prevented him from having recourse to

books. He made his preparation therefore at the

foot of the crucifix, with fasting, and by the Sacri

fice of the Mass. Having recommended himself to

the prayers of his friends, he repaired on the day

fixed to the place of examination ;
and as he passed

the church of St. James Scozza-Cavalli, he entered,

and kneeling down, offered up the following prayer,

with many tears and deep feelings of humility:
&quot;

my Lord, if Thou foreseest that I shall become a

useless servant in the episcopacy, and that I shall

not be fit to govern souls that are so dear to Thee,

I beseech Thee not to permit me to answer correctly ;

but rather so ordain that my ignorance may be

manifest, that I may be covered with confusion in

presence of Thy vicar, and that this examination may

be a source of ignominy to me. It was in these

holy dispositions that he entered the appointed hall,

where the Sovereign Pontiff was seated on his

throne, surrounded by eight of the cardinals,

amongst whom were, de Medici, and Borghese,

both afterwards Popes, Frederick Borromeo and

Baronius, besides twenty archbishops and bishops,

several abbots, generals of religious orders, and

doctors. The Saint felt undismayed in presence

of the imposing assembly, representing the terrestrial

Jerusalem, for he was accustomed to treat with the

Divine Majesty, and to walk in the presence of the

most Blessed Trinity, and of the Blessed spirits.

The case was widely different with a Spanish prelate,

who was to undergo his examination the same day.

He had been for several years a lecturer in canon
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l;i\v, and was by no im-ans deficient in learning.
II.- had every rea-on, thero lore, to expect M and

honour; nevertheless th&quot;
pre^en&amp;lt;-e

.f the I ud

his distinguished followers so appalled tli man,
that he dropped down as one dead. He \vus con

veyed ho:ne, but nothing could restore liim; the

Pope sent his o\vn phy^i -ian-, together with an

assuraneo that he \va- so well convinced of his com

petency to the bishopric, that lie confenvd it on
him without examination; but the blow proved
fatal, remedies were useless, and he died that very
day. Now, as this untoward event occurred at the

time when the examination of Francis was about to

commence, no one could have been surprised had
he been unnerved by it. The Lord, h-&amp;gt;\\

supported him, as He always does the humble, and
his fortitude and presence of mind became the theme
of general admiration.

THE EXAMINATION- OF ST. FRANCIS OF SALES.

When the examination began, the Saint was on
his knees before the Pope. After the general inter

rogatories, the examiner asked him which of the

sciences he had studied. He replied, that he had
studied laws and theology. He was next asked in

which of the two he would wish to be examined.

He left the decision to His Holiness, but was told

that he was to decide it himself; to which he replied,
that as this was the case, he would endeavour, with
the aid of God, to answer upon questions of theology,
as being the most suited to his vocation. Then the

Pope, who was a very learned man, began the exam
ination, which was afterwards carried on by the rest,

VOL. I. 24
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until thirty- five questions of the most sublime

theology had been proposed to him. He answered

them with such order, clearness, and modesty, as to

win the esteem of every one. Amongst the rest,

Bellarmin, who was not as yet a cardinal, asked him

in what the vision of God formally consisted.

Hereupon a long dispute ensued, Bellarmin contest

ing the Saint s arguments; but he maintained his

point so ably, that his opponent at length concurred

with him. The Pope, who had opened the examina

tion, would likewise close it. He asked him,

whether bishops could dispense from the irregulari

ties incurred by occult sin. The Saint answered

affirmatively, according as it was decided by the

Twenty-fourth Session of the Council of Trent,

Cap. VI. de Reform.; and removed some objections

which the Pope made against this -opinion ; where

upon he asked him whether bishops could absolve

from heresy? Francis again answered affirmatively,

alleging that the Council had likewise so decreed in

the chapter cited. Then His Holiness (who by a Bull

had recently, for just reasons, revoked this power

which the Council had conceded to the bishops)

said to him,
&quot;

Son, it is not thus that we understand

it.&quot; The humble Saint bowed profoundly, and with

the submission of a true and obedient son of the

Church, replied,
&quot; Most Blessed Father, if your

Holiness does not so understand it, neither will I

thus understand it henceforward. The whole

assembly applauded this act of humility, after

having admired his eminent learning; whilst the

Sovereign Pontiff, as if impatient to express his

delight, rose from his seat, declaring he had never
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experienced as much satisfaction from any of the

examination^ at which he had assisted. lie warmly
embraced him, bathing his cheeks with joyful tears;

saying, as he gave him the kiss of peace,
&quot; Drink

water out of thy own cistern, and the streams of

thy own well. Let thy fountains be conveyed
abroad, and in the streets divide thy waters.&quot;

Prov. v. !.&quot;. lie then declared him co-ad ju tor to

the bishop of Geneva, and bishop of Nicopolis; giv

ing orders for expediting the rc^ui^te bulls. The
cardinals and prelates, as well as his Holiness, loaded

him with praise, so that the Saint, who had hi smiirht

the Lord to put him to confusion if it were not 1 1 i&amp;lt;

will that he should be a bishop, returned covered
with glory, and esteemed by the whole Court of

Rome, unquestionably the keenest in detecting in. Tit,

and the least likely to be misled in its decisions.

A\\- may here remark, that when tin; Pontiff,

moved as we may piously believe by the Holy Ghost,

applied to him the above-cited text from the

Proverbs, telling him to drink of the waters of

his cistern, and from the spring of his well,

ordering him to expand and overflow his waters,
that so all places might thus be irrigated, his mis
sion was not to be limited to a single diocese, like

that of other bishops, but was a general and uni

versal mission like that of the apostles; for the Pope
sent him in the name of Jesus Christ to cast abroad
his wisdom through the whole world, which is pre

cisely to disperse the waters of wisdom, of which,
like a fountain, he was full, in order that every one

might drink at pleasure. And it would seem that

the providence of God approved the commission of
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His vicar, since He destined him in these latter ages
to revive piety in every place and state. He was

no private Saint his labours benefitted many pro

vinces, whilst his works, on all subjects, imparted
his learning to every grade, and to all the sons of

the Church. Having restored religion, he founded

new congregations, reformed the clergy and monas

teries, inspired piety and devotion in the people, and

smoothed the path to heaven, truly making himself

all to all that he might gain all to God.

We must not pass unnoticed two letters which

the Saint wrote from Eome to his cousin the canon

de Sales, in one of which he tells him that he was to

be examined in three days, after which, as soon as

he could find leisure, he would inform him whether

God showed him justice by humbling him, or mercy

by enabling him to answer satisfactorily, adding,

that in either case it would become him to bless the

Lord. March 20, 1599. In the second, he tells him
that God had not subjected him to confusion in his

examination, although looking only at himself, he

had expected it. He then adds, &quot;I assure you, the

Vicar Chize quitted the consistory in higher spirits

than myself. This friend is but too anxious to write

to Savoy to give an account of the paternal goodness

with which His Holiness has honoured me, and which

obliges me more than ever to be an obedient son and

an affectionate servant of the holy Eoman Church*

Whatever our friends may write of me, remember it 13

the characteristic of benevolence to exceed in speak

ing well of one s friends, as it is of one s enemies to

exaggerate defects; in fine, what we are before God,

that we are, and no more. 26th March, 1599.&quot;
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CIIAPTKU XXXIII.

OF THE FKIKN-nsmrs WHICH UK FOKMKD I\ ROMS

UK KKTriJNS T ril.l MoNT JlV WAV 01

Tin: great achievement-, u w-ll as the eminent

learning of Francis, were much discussed at the

court of Koine, and led him into the society of the

most distinguished j .^es there. He fr
rly

visited the Cardinal di M-- lici, af:

under the name of Leo XL, who had so hiirh

opinion of him, that after hi.-, i-leeti-n to the chair of

St. Peter, he intended raising him to the eaiditialate,

as he certainly would have done, if death had not

carried him off twenty seven days after his d vatioii.

rdinul Borgheae, who likewise was Pope under tlie

name of Paul V., contracted a close friendship with

him, which proved of great advantage to the Saint;

for, as affairs proceed very deliberately at ].

this cardinal contrived to accelerate the business of

Francis, as he wished. He inquired minutely into

the recent events of the Chablais, and of the means

likely to bring back Geneva; in all of which lie

found in the Saint as much to admire as to revere.

Cardinal Baronius, to whom the Pope had refenvd

him for consultation on several matters, was never

weary of conversing with him, often going to his

house to take him up in his own carriage. One day
when the Cardinal invited him to sit by his side

in one of the principal seats, the humble Francis,
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modestly but firmly declined, and remained standing,

saying that it became him to act as a scholar towards

his master. &quot; I will sit at the feet of Gamaliel.&quot;

Baronius presented him with a copy of his Annals

just then printed. Father Bellarmine frequently
visited him, and was one of his most intimate friends,

as we gather from their epistolary correspondence

at a later period, after Bellarmine was honoured

with the purple.

But of all his friends in Rome, none was more

according to his own heart than Father Juvenal

Ancina, a native of Fossano, and a priest of the

Congregation of the Oratory. He was made bishop

of Saluzzo at the same time that Francis was

appointed to the coadjutorship of Geneva. Juvenal

had been present at his examination, and when a few

days later he visited the Saint, he congratulated

him on his success. Francis acknowledged the

compliment in terms dictated by solid piety and

modesty, whereupon Ancina exclaimed,
&quot;

Ah, my
lord, I rejoice much more in knowing that you are

truly humble than that you are truly learned.

It would be difficult to find two distinguished

personages more congenial than Francis and Juvenal.

Conformity of disposition, of manners, and of state,

linked them intimately together, and this union

which was maintained through life, is, as we may
piously conjecture, continued in heaven. Both

excelled in learning and piety, and they resembled

each other in heart and mind. Solely intent on the

functions of their ministry, they both possessed

meekness, simplicity, a contempt of riches, and were

both universally beloved. Such was their love for
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the poor, that to relieve them they often deprived

themselves of absolute necessaries. It is no
won&amp;gt;K&amp;gt;r,

therefore, that this uniformity of character should

have attached them to each other.

Francis became acquainted with several other

fathers of the said congregation, particularly Thomas

Bosio and Peter Consolino; he moreover frequently

convi-rsfil familiarly with them all, and ( &amp;lt;H!

such an esteem for the institute, that he afterwards

introduced it into Thonon, as will be seen later.

Wr Irani tlic sentiments of Francis on finding

himself treated so kindly and respectfully in a city

which is styled the capital of the Christian world,

from the following confidential communication to

one of his friends.
&quot; How happy do I deem those,

who, like the great Cardinal Borromeo, know how

to live disengaged from self! who seek true glory,

yet who care not to acquire it excepting in Him who

was crucified ! This is to be truly great and generous.

All the rest is nothing. The honour of the world

is a continual fever, it has its intervals, and spring

ing as it does from human causes, cannot be eternal.

That vain applause which our feelings so eagerly

covet, and which rob us of the good use we might

make of it, is so frail that a slight shower suffices to

wash it away. Pindar had acquired a vast poetical

fame, but forfeited it by one bad verse that slipped

from his pen. This should teach us not to seek

glory except in the exercise of faith, hope, and

charity; these are our richest ornaments here

below, and charity will be our associate throughout

eternity. In the meantime I beseech our Lord

never to permit me to have any other honour than
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this; all the rest is vanity, torment, and affliction of

spirit.&quot;

Thus do the Saints speak and act. Hence Francis

was neither flattered by the praises, nor enchanted

by the delight of conversing with so many illus

trious men. To satisfy the cravings of his insatia

ble zeal, he was wholly intent on procuring the

briefs of which he stood in need
;
and having obtained

them, he hastened to take leave of His Holiness, and

receive his blessing. The Pope desired him to have

immediate recourse to himself in all cases requiring
the apostolical authority. He entrusted him with a

brief for the Bishop of Geneva, in which he congra
tulated him on his admirable choice in the person of

his coadjutor; and in another brief granted certain

privileges tending to promote the conversion of the

whole of the Chablais.

His Holiness was still further struck with admira

tion of Francis, when he found he did not so much
as mention

(still
less ask for) the bulls for the co-

adjutorship, leaving it all to Providence. When,
however, he was on the point of leaving Rome, he

left the care of this business to a gentleman of Tal-

loire, named Quoex, more that he might not appear

disrespectful to the character of the episcopacy than

anything else, and not to be negligent in an aifair

which every one declared to be the work of God,
than from any desire to have them. Later, when
he had occasion to write several times to Quoex
on other business, he never once alluded to his

coadjutorship bulls, which in effect were not re

ceived till a much later period. His friends re

minded him that the delay was occasioned by the
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non-payment of the usual fees to the Hataria, he

having left no money in Rome tor this pit: lUit

he replied, that having taken pains t : e np

a commodity quite different tVom money, lie neitl.

w itld nor could disburse any for sueh a pu.

He \\-as tld that his t rien do it for him.

&quot;

&amp;gt; iid the Saint, &quot;I will not he a bishop at the

expense of my friends. If (iod intends me to

one. He will know how to arrange the liting

the bulls, without my disbursing anything. And

SO it proved, for the 1 ope gave oiders to have them

drawn up and forwarded to him gratuitous!;

The Saint left Rome in company with th .&quot;ii

di Chize, and returned by the way of LO to

vi.-it the holy B He \va&amp;gt; lodged by the Fathers

of the Society of Jesus, who honoured him highly,

as did also the bishop, who showed them the manu

scripts of the works he was e ^g. Here, t ;

second time, did he give vent to the holy affections

of his heart, returning thanks to the great Mother

of God for the conversion of so many heretics, re

newing his vows, and consecrating the remainder of

his days to the service of the Lord, who, having so

recently delivered him from a dangerous illness, de

manded, no doubt, in return, all the affections of his

soul for Himself, and all His labours for His glory.

As he was examining the many treasures belong

ing to the Church, he said he wished His Holiness

would devote some part of them in waging war

against the enemies of the faith, and other works

of piety; as we might easily believe our Blessed

Lady would take delight in seeing the offerings

made to her subserve to the liberation from the

Private Use Only



378 S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

hands of the Turks, of so many souls redeemed by
the blood of her Son, yet left in such imminent

danger of perishing; whereas, the treasures heaped

up in the holy house, as they were, served to allure

the corsairs, who would perhaps some day or other

contrive to carry them off.

From Loreto he passed on to Bologna, where he

was favourably received by the archbishop. At

Milan he had the satisfaction of meeting with a copy

of the life of St. Charles, (not then canonized) and

on reaching Turin, he halted, to await the return of

the nuncio, who was making the visitation of Pied

mont, but was expected home in a few days. The

Canon di Chize, however, went forward, to give an

account of their journey to the bishop.

Francis lost no time at Turin ;
he presented his

Bulls to the Duke, requesting the execution of

them. The petitions presented to His Holiness

were according to the Duke s orders, all having
been drawn up as was arranged before he left

Thonon. He therefore expected that the Duke

would look on this as his own work, and would

consider the conversion of the Chablais as the most

glorious event of his reign, and that, consequently,

he would approve of the decisions of His Holiness.

But it is no new thing in this world to see private

interests succeed to the prejudice of such as are

general. The Saint had to encounter powerful op

position, which was only overcome by the force of

his reasons, adduced with all the charms of his per

suasive gentleness, which nothing could withstand,

as the following chapter will testify.
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CHAPTER XXXIV.

OPPOSITION OF THE KNIGHTS OF SS. MAURICE AND

LAZARUS.

To make the following details more intelligible,

we must go back a little, and examine foregone

events. When Catholicity was banished from the

Chablais and the Bailiwicks by the people of Geneva

and Berne, Gregory XIII., who foresaw that it niijzht

one day be restored, also foresaw that if the heretics

did but gain possession of all the Church revenues,

this would be a great obstacle to the said restoration.

Accordingly, to obviate this inconvenience, he united

the revenues with those of the military Order of SS.

Maurice and Lazarus, the two orders&amp;gt; through the

application of Duke Emmanuel Philibert, declared

Grand- Master by the Pope, having become one, and

resumed their former vigour and lustre. The measure

was certainly prudent, as it was of importance that

the property should be entrusted to those who could

protect it against the enemies of the faith. This Or

der was distinguished in military annals, comprising

within its ranks, at this very time, the flower of

the Savoyard nobility, and had always been ready
to oppose the violence of the Calvinists, who were

thus held in check, and were fearful of drawing on

themselves all the arms of Savoy and Piedmont.

The annexation of the Church revenues had ma

terially enriched the Order, whilst the patronage of
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the Duke, who conferred the honours of it, Avas pro

portionately increased.

It now became necessary to prevail on his highness
to consent to the severance of the property of the

abbeys, curacies, and priories of the Chablais, from

the property of the Order, that it might be restored

to its original proprietors. Francis had the courage
to make the proposal to the Duke, and proved that

this was necessary to the maintenance of the faith,

and he so earnestly pressed the affair that before

going to Rome he obtained what he wished. But

when he thought all was settled, and that the Duke
had only to give his orders to the senate, and to the

chamber of peers, to verify, in the form usual north

of the Alps, the Pontifical Bulls, the Commendatories

of the order appealed to his highness, beseeching him
to suspend the execution. Thus the provost seemed

compelled either to give up an enterprise on which

depended the preservation of religion in those pro

vinces, or else to array against himself the enmity
of all the nobility of Piedmont and Savoy. To this

we may add, that the Duke, as Grand-Master, had

his own private interest against permitting the

execution of the bulls, being both judge, and a

party concerned in the affair. It was a delicate

conjuncture, for a person of Francis s character, who

found himself entrusted with the interests of God,

which he could not sustain without prejudicing the

interests of his sovereign. Certainly there appeared
but little chance of a satisfactory conclusion of the

affair. How could he expect it, seeing that the

measure must necessarily be approved by the royal

council, some of the members of which were actually
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commendatories of the Order, whil-t others were

connected with th :u either by the ties of consan

guinity or of friendship? Many of the councillors,

moreover, luid no great all .vtiun for our Saint, who,

against the plurality of A had at otlier times

obtained -what he desired from UN Ilighn- . It

WU
;&amp;gt;rol&amp;gt;al&amp;gt;le, therefore, that many would l&amp;gt;e glad of

the opportunity of opposing his design, which they
-isted even from the first. Anv one would

have been deterred by lesser difficulties than these;

but these were not the only ones he had to contend

gainst,

The opposition of the knights appeared well

grounded, because the bull of Gregory XIII. ex

pressly declared that in the event of the re-estab

lishment of religion in the Chablais, the com-

mendatoriea should not be bound to do more

than allow the curates a sufficient maintenance,

retaining the rest of the revenues for them-elvea.

This stipulation had been partially carried into

effect in 1598, therefore the knights affirmed that

nothing further could be required of them. In con

sequence of the representations of the Saint, Clement

VIII., regardless of this article, declared by his bull,

that the effects made over to the Order by Pope

Gregory, should be entirely restored to their ori

ginal purposes, and that none of the ecclesiastical

benefices should be retained by the knights. Con

trary to the usual custom of the Roman court, none

of the parties interested had been cited or heard;

the Pope had been satisfied with the consent of the

Duke, as Grand Master of the order. This was a

fresh pretext for demur. Time was demanded in
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order that they might lay their claims before the

Pope, which would be the very thing to entangle
the affair, and to prolong it, so that it would be im

possible to see when it would come to an end.

Francis dreaded these delays, well knowing that

to defer providing learned and pious pastors for the

new-born congregations would be highly injurious to

the interests ofthe faith
;
nor could he hope to procure

such if they were only to receive what the knights
would deem a sufficient income, all laws requiring
that they who labour in the Lord s vineyards should

be supported, and the apostle assigning a double por
tion to those who, labouring the most, deserve the

best. He knew too that it would be difficult to find

men who could or would undertake such a task

solely for that reward which is to be expected from

the Lord. How were they to be provided with

books, ecclesiastical and household furniture, and

bestow alms, if they were barely to receive a suffi

ciency ? He was convinced that they would be una

ble to subsist, and that their ministerial functions

must be interrupted to enable them to procure tem

poral necessities, in consequence of which they would

abandon their posts as soon as they found a chance

of improving their condition. Francis was indeed

in a state of great perplexity, nor was the Duke less

so, He could not deny having consented to the

arrangements as negociated at Rome, and having

approved of the dismemberment of the revenues as

necessary; moreover, his great regard for the Saint

made him unwilling to abandon him after having

encouraged him to undertake the affair. But

princes have their own interests, and have many
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things to look to, as much and perhaps more than

other people. It was very probable that France

would soon take up arms against him on the sub

ject of the marquisate of Saluzzo, hence it Avould

be imprudent to offend his imblrs, whose aid lie

would then require. He imparted his dillieulties

to Francis, as well as the complaints of the knights,

and dt-sired him to furnish his reply to them

in a couple of days. 1 iiuiinir himself exposed to

the contradictions of men, the Saint had recourse

to God, his ordinary refuge, and one which he had

so repeatedly found efficacious. Ai the foot of the

crucifix he filled his heart with light and strength,

and then made his appearance in the royal audi

ence chamber, where he presented his answer, lie

opened it with a species of apology, and of protest

that he pretended to no right over the property

mentioned in the bull, and that he had no other

interest in it, than that of zeal for the augmentation
of the kingdom of God; that it was far from his

wish to take part against the knights, whom he

honoured, looking on himself as the humble servant

of all, and of their order. Nevertheless, in obedi

ence to his Highness, he undertook to explain the

intentions of the Pope. He showed that it became

his Highness to support a measure obtained at his de

sire a measure tending to the advantage of his sub

jects, and which he, Francis, as merely his minister,

was bound to carry into effect that the welfare of

the people ought to be the first law; and as one soul

and one Mass were worth more than all the patronage
of the Duke, the bull of Pope Clement ought to have

its full force, even though the knights had neither
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been cited nor heard, because the bull of Pope Gre

gory, (their sole pretext of demur) was comprised
within it. His Holiness had for most important
reasons derogated from it it belongs to bishops in

consequence of faculties imparted to them by the

Council of Trent, to assign suitable revenues to the

parochial clergy, even by taking the fruits of the

benefices, Pope Gregory s bull itself conferring

this faculty this dismemberment was absolutely

necessary, and was scarcely sufficient for actual

emergency. He concluded by entreating the Duke

to give immediate effect to the bull.

The Duke desired the knights to give due consi

deration to this reply. Being unable to controvert it,

they sought by procrastination to prevent the bull

from being carried into effect, which was also the po

licy of his Highness, who hoped at a later period to

be able to gratify Francis with safety to himself. In

the meantime he ordered a handsome sum of money
to be given him, to reimburse him for the heavy ex

penses he had incurred in the course of the mission;

but the Saint, with his usual disinterestedness, not

only refused to accept it, but willingly offered to

continue the expense until the case should be adju

dicated.

He clearly proved to his Highness that to delay

the execution of the bull, was to ruin the good work

already accomplished with so much difficulty. He
likewise represented that his prolonged sojourn at

Turin was detrimental to the affairs he had to trans

act beyond the mountains, and therefore entreated

him to depute some official person who, together with

the bishop, might be empowered to apply the revenues,
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at lea^t according to the intentions of the bull, and

according to the necessities of the country; he con

cluded by tolling his Highness that he left to his

zeal and piety the arrangements necessary for the

foundation of a college for the Jesuits in Thonon, as

had been already determined.

At length, overcome by his own piety, as rmirh

as by the solicitations of the Saint, the Duke gave
orders that letters patent should be expedited,

declaratory of his will that the bull should be car

ried into effect; and he deputed Charles de Roc-

chette, first president of the senate of Savoy, and
the Chevalier Joseph de Ruffia, grand-prior of the

province of Piedmont, to take the necessary steps
in concert with the bishop. Having gained the

cause, which truly was the cause of God, Francis

took leave of the Duke, and after dispatching some
other affairs with the nuncio, he set off to Cham-

bery, where the bull was submitted to, and passed
the senate; from thence he proceeded to Annecy,
where he was welcomed by the bishop and by all

the clergy, with the esteem and affection due to his

merits and his labours.

He had obtained from the nuncio an exemption
from the payment of the tithes for the Bishop of

Geneva; that theologians might enjoy the benefit of

prebends, and that a preacher should be established

at Evian on the revenues of a prebend of the abbey
of Abondance, as had formerly been the case, and
as was now settled by the negociation committed to

the bishop by the Pope. And here we see the fore

sight of Francis, to whom was due the support as
VOL I. 25.
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well as the re-establishment of the faith in the Chablais,

and which cost him an incalculable amount of toil

and application.

Whilst he was sedulously occupied in carrying
out the intentions of the bull and in restoringO

parishes, he heard that his Highness was just

arrived in Chambery, on his road to France, where

he hoped to come to terms with the king on the

subject of the marquisate of Saluzzo. The Saint

immediately started thither, and made fresh requests
in favour of religion ;

these were so reasonable that

the prince acceded to them. They compelled the

purchasers of church property to restore what they

possessed, or had acquired from the heretics in the

first invasion, because, as he said, the conversion of

the Chablais had rendered these alienations completely
invalid. The interests of God and of religion were to

be opposed by the interests of those who would suffer

by these restitutions; to this may be added the bad

faith of the purchasers, for how could they acquire

this property from those whose only right was that

of might? The less guilty in this respect were in

demnified, the Saint suggesting various lawful and

just measures for this purpose. He thus recovered

the priory of Thonon and Drallians, the deanery of

Anthy, the curacy of Annoy, and some other bene

fices.
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CHAITKi: XXXV.

FOUNDATION OF THE IK-LY HOUSE AT

TUB Saint s design of transferring the cathedral of

Geneva from Annecy to Thonon being &amp;lt; !

was not disturbed on this account, though lie knc\v

his neophytes would suffer in consequence. Hut lie

immediately turned his mind to another great work
of piety the foundation of a college; tin- plan v.

approved and seconded by the Duke, the Bishop, and
thers Cherubin and St. Esprit, the associates of

our Saint.

One of the greatest benefits resulting from the

indefatigable zeal of St. Francis of Sales, was the

foundation of the IL.ly House at Thonon, (as this

college was called,) a foundation due as much to his

solicitude, as to the munificence and piety of Charles

Emmanuel.

The holy man perceived the convenience of the

city of Geneva, where the concourse of strangers
was great, and the neighbourhood could not well

be deprived of it and its commerce, without bei:

driven back on Lausanne, the second stronghold of

apostasy. There was no other place throughout the

country where youth could go to study the sciences,
the liberal arts, or mechanics, while residence

there exposed them to the loss of faith; he saw,

moreover, that amongst the Catholics there was no
etreat for the new converts, whose property was
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confiscated by the Calvinists
;
those Catholics, on the

contrary, who embraced Calvinism, at once found both

riches and wives in Geneva, advantages which enticed

many to renounce their faith. He determined, then,

to found a house in Thonon, where all the arts and sci

ences should be taught, and where those who abjured

heresy could be trained and educated on Catholic

principles, and which would be most useful to souls,

especially if every one contributed thereto according
to his means. He proposed his plan to his compan
ions and to the bishop, who encouraged him to solicit

the approval and concurrence of the prince, who at

once consented to the proposal, and was most anx

ious to see it carried into effect. Nothing more was

needed but the authorization of the Pope, who
remitted the affair to Cardinal di Giuri, and he

pursued it with great ardour. At length all delays
and difficulties attendant on such matters in the

court of Rome, were removed, and Clement VIII.

expedited a bull, dated 13th September, 1599,

whereby the Holy House was instituted. In it it

was decreed that the house should be governed by a

prefect and seven secular priests, who should be

obliged to observe the rules of the Eoman Fathers

of the Oratory, and granted to the college the pri

vileges, immunities, and favours enjoyed by all other

universities, especially those of Bologna and Perugia.

That the house might not be unprovided with neces

sary sustenance, to the college funds were added

three conventual priories, namely, of San Joyre, of

Nantua, and of Contamina, which were then in com-

mendam; although this union was not to take place

till after the death of the actual possessors.
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r

It was afterwards taken under the protection of

the Holy See, and of one of the cardinals of the

Roman Church, namely, Baronius, whilst Francis,

who was the author of the foundation, was nam&amp;lt;

prefect; he, together with other ecclesiastics, was

empowered to draw up such statutes as he deem-

expedient, and to change them us times and circum

stances should require. In fine, plenary indulir

were granted to all who should enter to live in that

house, on the day of their entrance, or for visit it

the church on the festival dedicated to our Blessed

Lady.
I laving received this bull, Francis began to form

the house; he gave the church of St. Hyppolitus to

the college, changing its title into that of &quot;Our

Lady of Compassion,&quot; and assigned the Church of

St AuLTiistin, dependant on the said priory of St.

Hyppolitus, to the fathers of the Society of Jesus.

The prince contributed twelve thousand scudi

towards the building, and a gentleman, a recent con

vert, gave eight thousand. Then, with the partici

pation of the bishop, (without whose consent he

never did anything,) of the Archbishop of Vienne,

of the abbot of Abondance, of some canons of the

cathedral of Bergara, knights of SS. Maurice and

Lazarus, of the Capuchin fathers, and of some other

missionary companions, he drew up the statutes,

endeavouring to accommodate them to those of

the Oratory, yet changing many things to meet

the different object for which the new college was

intended.

The rules are so prudent, that by observing them,

this little congregation has hitherto maintained its
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credit, notwithstanding all the opposition of

malevolent. There are a prefect and a rector who

are perpetual. A sacristan and treasurer are elected,

and are changed from time to time. The rector has

the charge of souls. But the college is likewise

governed by two other religious communities, viz.,

the Capuchins and the regular clerics of St. Paul,

who replaced the Jesuits. Thanks to these mea

sures, the profound erudition and the ardent zeal

for the conversion of heretics, which so peculiarly

distinguished the apostle of the Chablais, his piety,

his sweetness, his charity to the poor, have long sur

vived him.

Under the wise direction of these three bodies,

which form but one, and have but one heart, the

house of the arts still flourishes, though originally

founded chiefly for the sake of the new converts, who

were educated in piety, as well as formed to some

useful profession. This preference is still given to

neophytes, who wear a purple dress, and are pro

vided with all necessaries. Tfrey are admitted from

the age of nine to twenty, and number from fifteen

to twenty individuals of either sex. There are

separate apartments appropriated to different manu

factures taught by competent masters, according to

each one s capacity ;
the object being to train them

to utility as well as piety.

This little community was no sooner erected than

it was joined by the Capuchin fathers, whose labours

so materially assisted St. Francis of Sales in bring

ing back the stray sheep to the fold of Jesus Christ.

Their salutary instructions both in the pulpit and
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the confessional were now devoted to the conversion

of sinners and the sanctification of souls.

As the harvest at this period was abundant, it

became necessary to call in additional labourers, and

to procure professors to teach the Belles Lettres and

sciences in the new college of Thonon, endowed with

regal munificence by the Duke. The J&amp;lt; were

called, but they withdrew, I know not for what

cause, and then St. Francis exerted himself and

succeeded in procuring some of the Barnabite

fathers. Their church is one of the most magnifi

cent, ami the college one of the best regulated that

we know of. Perfectly fulfilling the duties of faith

ful ministers, they are solely occupied in promoting
the glory of God and the salvation of soul*. They
teach scholastic and moral theology, philosophy,

rhetoric, and humanities. Three paid regents in

struct the youths in the principles of grammar in

three different classes. They moreover officiate in

their church in the most edifying manner, and main

tain four missionaries, who, by appointment of the

Bishop of Geneva, spend six months of the year in

giving missions through the various parishes of

the province, remaining at their own expense five or

six weeks in each. They are no encumbrance to the

people, accepting no presents and no alms for Mu&amp;gt;ses.

Not content with proclaiming the word of God three

times a day, they likewise endeavour to relieve the

miseries of the people, by distributing abundant

alms. From all this we may infer how great an

advantage has been conferred in this royal founda

tion, by means of which the glory of God is propa

gated, whilst the faithful are greatly edified.
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Through the protection of the Saint, now in

heaven, we trust that this work, which owes its

origin to his solicitude whilst on earth, may be per

petual.

CHAPTER XXXVI. AND XXXVII.

CONTINUED LABOURS OF ST. FRANCIS. WAR IN

SAVOY.

WHILST Francis was continuing his labours, he

received the congratulations of all good people, who

rejoiced in the prospect of having him for their

pastor; nt&amp;gt;r was the bishop ever tired of reperusing

the brief sent him by the Pope. He had several

copies taken, for it contained high commendation of

the Saint, as well as of his own choice of him for a

coadjutor. As Hilarion Furier, one of the bishop s

chaplains, was copying it, the prelate said to him,

somewhat prophetically,
&quot; Take notice of what you

see him do, because the day will come when you
will have to answer juridically on these matters;&quot;

and so it happened when the cause of the Saint s

canonization was introduced.

Just at this time we read of an incident deemed

miraculous, though it could not much raise him in the

opinion of the people, for they already looked upon
him as a saint. He overheard a lady in an adjoin

ing house shrieking under the pains of parturition,

and whose life was in danger. He sent his brother,

John Francis, with a girdle which he had brought
from Loreto, desiring that it should be applied to
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the sufferer. No sooner was this done by the

matrons who assisted her, than she was immediately

delivered, to the astonishment of her friends, who

attributed it to the prayers of the Saint; for he

had remained in deep recollection and prayer during

the time she was in danger.

Equally honourable to him were two letters

written by Cardinal Aldobrandini, the Pope s

nephew, who was commissioned by his uncle to

attend to the aiFairs of the bishopric; they were

transmitted through the nuncio at Turin, and were

to the following effect. In the first, he says,
&quot; The

remedy proposed by the provost of the church of

Geneva, to appease the conscience of the people of

Thonon on the subject of usury, is not unsatisfac

tory to our Holy Father. He says that it will be

expedient to take advantage of some solemn festival,

to which an indulgence is annexed, and exhort the

people mutually to forgive and remit the usuries of

which they may have been guilty amongst each

other, and to do this as a free donative, the confes

sors using their best endeavours to promote this

reciprocal remission. Now this plan is gratifying to

His Holiness, who confers all power and authority

for carrying it into effect. This and other letters

will satisfy the desires and ardent zeal of the pro

vost, who, I can assure you, is highly commended by
His Holiness.&quot; In the second we read, &quot;Our Holy
Father finds from the letters of the coadjutor of

Geneva, that it is necessary to validate many mar

riages contracted by the people of Thonon, within

the prohibited degrees of consanguinity; where

fore, opening the bosom of his mercy and clemency
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for the salvation of these souls, he concedes and

confers, by these letters which he orders me to write,

all due authority upon him, to take the necessary

expedients.&quot;

In consequence of these two letters, the nuncio

wrote and told him that he had full power to

remedy the disorders arising from these two cases;

conceding as sub-delegate, the said power and

authority. He availed himself of these powers, to

the benefit and consolation of many souls, who had

been entangled in a miserable intricacy, from which

they saw no means of escape.

For the complete accomplishment of the pontifical

bull, and of the patents of his Highness, which had

been admitted by the senate and the chamber of

peers in Savoy, the bishop called a synod, citing all

to appear at it who had any claim to the benefices of

the Chablais, and to give an account of such claims ;

but so few made their appearance, that the bishop

at the suggestion of his holy coadjutor, decided on

repairing to Thonon for the better arrangement of

the affair; they set out, therefore, accompanied by
the vicar-general, Chize, D Angeville the dean,

and some others, including De Rochette, the pre

sident, deputed by the Duke, as we have already

said.

The Saint pressed the prompt execution of the

measure, repeatedly reminding them, that since the

sheep were brought back to the fold, it was but just

to provide for the pastors who were to watch over

them.

Whilst they were concerting measures, and hop

ing to bring them to a speedy conclusion, war broke
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out in Savoy, and obliged them all to return to

their respective residences. The new converts would

have been seriously injured by this circumstance, if

the Saint with his usual zeal and vigilance, had not

exerted himself in order to avert the evil conse

quences of it.

Tilings can never be so well regulated in thiso o

world, as not to be liable to the shocks of contra

diction, as St. Francis of Sales fully experienced in

the year 1600. Thirty-five curacies were filled up,

churches were repaired, and religion triumphant h

-.riven a new aspect to the Chablais, insomuch that

the people being now undeceive 1, began to do of

their own free will, what before had merely been

done under the influence of human respect; but all

at once, heresy which is ever ready to seize any

opportunity favourable to it -gns, was on the

point of re-entering this fair province in the wake of

the war declared by Henry, king of France, against

Charles Emmanuel, Duke of Savoy, for the recovery

of the marquisate of Saluzzo.

Taking advantage of the civil and religious war

which distracted France during the reign of Henry
III., the Duke of Savoy took possession of the mar

quisate, on the plea of some ancient claim, as well as

to prevent the heretics from the conquest of it, for,

once in their power, it would have been a key to

open to them the door of Italy. When Henry IV.

ascended the French throne, he insisted . on the

restoration of the marquisate, whilst the Duke, on

his part, resolved to maintain his conquest. This

point could not be adjusted at the treaty of Ver-
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vins, and had been remitted to the arbitration of the

Pope.

The Duke suspected that the Pope was leaning to

the side of France, and manifested his distrust in a

manner offensive to His Holiness, who therefore

refused to arbitrate, and left the parties to settle

their differences as best they could. The Duke
went in person to meet the king, who received him
with every demonstration of esteem and respect, but
to all his commendations on the high merits of the

prince, he added these words,
&quot; But he retains my

marquisate.&quot; The Duke was convinced therefore

that he had no time to lose, as his Majesty was

already preparing arms against him, and he hastily

recrossed the Alps to raise his own troops, and be in

readiness for the encounter.

Lesdiguieres followed him almost immediately,
whilst the Marshal de Biron entered Bresse. Two

provinces were quickly subjected to the king, owing
to the treachery of some, and the cowardice of others

entrusted with the protection of the passes. The

king himself entered the provinces of Faussigny and

the Chablais, which not even thought of defending
themselves. As he approached Geneva, the Protes

tants there sent to offer their troops to aid him

towards the conquest of the whole country. His

Majesty accepted the offer the Calvinists eagerly

re-entered the Chablais to wreak their vengeance on

the Catholics, though under the pretence of second

ing France. We may easily imagine how religion

was threatened ; the Duke s troops being shut up in

the towns, and the country left to the mercy of the

heretics. The priests were driven away, and bene-
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fices were seized by the Calvinists, whilst the neo

phytes, still weak in the faith, could hardly be ex

pected to withstand such a persecution.

Though Francis had more reason than any one

else to dread the heretics who hated him to the very

death, he resolved to stand forward against them, as

a wall to the house of Israel. His first thought was

to write to Cardinal Joyeuse, who ha ;it power
in France; and then, with consent of the bishop,

to repair to Grenoble, and procun- Ifttors of recom

mendation from the Duke of Nemours to the king,

beseeching him not to allow the Calvinists to preach

in the Chablais, or in any way innovate the existing

ition of religion there. Having obtained the

letters, he returned to Annecy, and entered the town

by one gate as the king was entering it by another.

He drew up several memorials to present to his

Majesty, together with the letters from the Duke of

Nemours; they were presented by the Bishop ot

Grenoble, who was received by the king with all the

courtesy usually shown by him to persons of merit,

especially prelates. He assured the bishop that for

the love of God and the Church, and also from

respect to himself, (for he knew he had ever faith

fully discharged his pastoral duties,) he would not

permit anything to be done to the prejudice of reli

gion in the Chablais. Words worthy of his most

Christian Majesty, and words which restored the

good bishop s courage.

No sooner had the king quitted Annecy, than a

report reached the town, that the property and

benefices possessed by the order of SS. Maurice and

Lazarus, had been confiscated for the benefit of the
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king. His Lieutenant- General Monglan Lad given

this order at the suggestion of the heretics, whose

errors he had embraced. So great an evil as this

required a prompt remedy, which no one but Francis

was able to effect. His presence only could console

and animate the neophytes, and recall the dispersed

pastors. He started for the Chablais, and had not

walked more than an hour, when he was taken pri

soner by the soldiers, who suspected from his ap

pearance that they had picked up a rich prey; they

accordingly led him to the Seigneur de Yitry. In

this event man had one design and Almighty God

had another. When de Vitry found out who he

was, he seemed almost ready to worship his prisoner;

he gazed on the servant of God with veneration, and

listened to him with pleasure, noticing that he

breathed an air of sanctity. He undertook to carry

the king s intentions into effect, giving precise orders

that their houses should be restored to the parish

priests, as well as their property, and thus the here

tics were humbled. De Vitry desired the captain of

the king s guards, then serving under him, to pre

sent the holy man to the king, who was then in

Chambery, assuring him that the monarch would

welcome and favour him, as his merits deserved;

but the Saint gratefully declined the offer, saying

that though he had the highest veneration for so

great a king, he did not think he ought to visit him ;

that at present such a step would expose him to

censure, but at another time he would be glad of

the honour. He was now in arms against the Duke

of Savoy, whose subject Francis was. It was to be

hoped that peace would soon be restored, and then
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it would indeed be gratifying to him to pay his

respects to his Majesty. 1 )e Vitry admired the pru
dence and modesty of the Saint, praising in a
x
ivoyard what, in similar circum.-tunce?, h- w.-uld

be glad to notice in the subjects of the king, lie

took leave of Francis with r. and deemed him
self fortunate in making an{uuintanee with a man
so accomplished and so well adorned with every
virtue.

Taking advantage of the Marquis de Vitry s good
will, he obtained from him the require patents, and
then set out to make the general visitation of the

diocese of Geneva, more especially of the parishes of

the Chablais; and he suce.-. .l.-d so well, notwith

standing the war, that he everywhere restored order,

appointed missionaries to counteract the designs of

the Calvinists, and re-established all the parish

priests.

He went first to Allinges, and it was astonishing
to see with what courtesy he was received by
General Monglan, although a heretic, who then was
in command of the fortress. Letters from de Vitry
and the bishop, informed him of the rank and merit
of the holy man. Not only did he readily comply
with the will and orders of the king, but he like

wise approved and commended them. At the re

quest of the Saint he granted safe-conducts to the
curates and other priests; thus showing the esteem
he entertained for so illustrious a personage; he
moreover restored the sequestrations, and forbade the
ministers who accompanied the troops from dissem

inating their doctrines among the people.
On quitting Allinges, Francis gave himself up to
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labours and journeys for the advantage of religion;

ever on the move, recalling and encouraging the

clergy, dispersed and intimidated by the war. He
raised the spirits of the inmates of the Holy House,

worked wonders everywhere for the support of

religion assailed in the very provinces where he had

planted it with so much toil. It was looked upon as

quite miraculous that this war proved of so little

advantage to the heretics, and under God, the glory of

this was ascribed to St. Francis. It must, however,

be admitted that the king likewise contributed

thereto; he separated his interests from those of

God, and would not allow religion to be interfered

with, insisting on its being maintained in the same

state as it was previous to the war; he resisted the

solicitations of the Calvinists, who fought in great

numbers under his banner, nor would he on any
account consent to the re-establishment of their

errors.

Francis being recalled by his bishop, repaired to

Annecy towards the end of October, and put the

finishing stroke to the affairs of the Chablais, uni

ting some of the smaller parishes, which singly

were not able to support a curate, assigning com

petent revenues to them all. He made arrange

ments with the owners of the benefices, who were

bound to furnish the parochial clergy with a

moderate competency.

Thus, after infinite toil, dangers, sufferings, vigils,

anxieties and journeys, the Catholic faith was

restored by St. Francis of Sales in the finest pro

vinces of the kingdom of the Allobroges, so that

with good reason he is styled the apostle of that

country.
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CIIAPTKi: XXXVIII.

PEACH KES HIKED. UK PHI THE LENT AT

ANXiCY. D2AT1I Ob1 HIS l-AllIllll A SHORT SKI.ldl

OF HIM.

Ar the beginning of the seventeen th century, so

fruitful in remaikable events, the-e things took

place at Annecy, and Cardinal Aldubrandini endca-

ired to make pea the kinir and the

Duke. The successes of the former alarmed the

whole of Italy; all the princes were anxious that

the banners of the fortunate kin- should be curried
\j

to some more distant locality, and that a war which

threatened the ruin of their states should be brought

to a close. Our Lord was pleased to bless the medi

ation of the Legate Aldobrandini; peace -was con--

eluded and proclaimed at Lyons on the 17th Janu

ary, 1G01. The king ceded the marquisate

Saluzzo to the Duke, and the Duke surrendered

Bresse and his other territories beyond the Rhone as

far as Geneva to the king, so that the arrangement

was advantageous to both parties; nevertheless, it

was said that the king had bargained like a mer-.

chant, and the Duke like a prince; because the

marquisate, considered in itself only, was inferior in

value to the countries ceded by his Highness; but

this treaty quite shut the king out of Italy, and

rendered the Duke wholly independent of France.

Peace having restored tranquillity and good order

VOL I.-26.

Private Use Only



402 S. FRANCIS DE SALES.

in Savoy, Francis was requested by the syndicate to

preach the Lent at Annecy. The people, Avho had

so long loved him, eagerly desired to behold him again

in their pulpit, having been deprived of his sermons

during his missions in the Chablais. Although after

such inconceivable fatigues, he must have stood in

need of repose, his affection for the city would

not allow him to refuse what was so earnestly soli

cited. In imitation of our divine Saviour and of

the Baptist, he prepared himself for preaching by a

retreat, in which he disciplined himself by prayer

and study; but his retirement was interrupted by the

intelligence of the dangerous illness of his father the

Count of Sales; the alarm of his family was aggra

vated by the advanced age of the invalid. Francis

immediately hastened to Sales, and found him in

evident danger; the presence of his son highly con

soled him, for from the date of his elevation to the

priesthood, and from respect to his well-known

virtue, he looked up to him as a father. He made

his general confession to the Saint, received the

Viaticum from him, and all the assistance needed to

a happy death; he was never weary of hearing him

discourse on spiritual things. Night and day was

Francis at the beside of his dying father, and though
his heart was penetrated with the deepest grief, he

had sufficient self-command to be able to console and

support his sorrowing mother and the rest of the

family,

Almighty God, however, spared him the most

bitter drop of grief, by so disposing things that he

should not be present at his father s death. The

invalid appeared to rally, and his physicians affirmed
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that, if lie did not quite recover, at all event- Francis

iniglit safely leave him during Lent. Kelvin^ on

the opinion of the doctors, the Saint, with his

father s full consent, returned to Annecy, and began

liis Lenten sermons with his accu-tnnK-d ardour and

success. God blessed his apostolic laboui Not

only did his heuvrs frequently apply to him the

wonts of the Jews in allusion to our Saviour,
&quot;

!!

ak&quot;ih as no man hath ever spoken;&quot;
tin -v were

lik moved to repentance, and would privately

repair to him and restore usuries lay Ci

ties and confess their sins, so that the writers of the

time tell us that the city of Annecy resembled a

well-regulated religion- h.tuse.

On the 5th of April, when the Saint was on the

point of entering the pulpit to preach on the gn-pi-1

of Lazarus dead and raised to life, i. as brought
him of his father s death, and of the allliction of ti.

bereave 1 mother and family, who were anxiously

awaiting his arrival at home, both for their own

consolation, and that he might give the necessary

directions for the funeral, and so forth. This pain

ful intelligence was more than sufficient to disturb

any other heart in a conjuncture when he stood in

need of all his presence of mind. lie loved his

father with all the affection of a dutiful son, and

was loved by him more than any of his other children;

and yet, after recollecting himself for a moment, and

offering the sacrifice of one so well loved, he made

an act of resignation to Divine Justice, (which con

demns all mankind to die,) adored God who lives for

ever and ever, and then had the courage to enter the

pulpit, preaching with so much calm zeal, that no
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one had an idea of his grief, until at the close of his

discourse he requested the prayers of his audience

for the dear departed, and their consent for him to

go and pay the last honours where they were so

justly due.

Francis was not one of those who parade their

firmness and glory in being insensible to the dictates

of nature; nevertheless, every one admired his

fortitude in such trying and, for the moment, un

looked-for circumstances; but still greater was their

surprise and admiration when, having devoted the

remainder of Friday and the following day to his

duties at home, they saw him enter the pulpit on

Sunday, so that no sermon was omitted in conse

quence of his afflicting loss, for Saturday was always
a free day.

He proved the truth of the apostle s words, that

the just man lives by faith, for faith supported him

under all the trials of this life; and though it did

not prevent him from feeling the stroke, at least it

imparted such fortitude as to save him from disquie

tude of soul. To the generality of mankind, this

seems insensibility, but it is virtue; it seems hard-

heartedness, but it is respectful submission to God s

orders. The sterling worth of the Count of Sales

made him beloved by all; his loss therefore must

have been a poignant grief to his affectionate son,

but the will of God sweetens every bitter, and to

His will the will of Francis was ever inseparably
united. The reader will tolerate a short digressionO

in the following slight sketch of the father of our

illustrious Saint.

Francis, Lord of Sales, was the son of the third
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Lord John, and of Claudina of &amp;lt;

:isi&amp;gt;n:iv. He
born in the year 1/)1&amp;gt;%

2, precisely one hun-l

rs before the deatli of his son. 1 i . !k- r \.

wrredevi.ted to study, and he was appointed ]

prince of Lu urg, Count of Mar
who possessed many lands in Savoy. At this court

lie acquired the noble accomplishm.-nN In-lit

uk, and received honourubl. -intinents

.tron. He afterwards served hi- ,,

. i&amp;gt;tian MajeMy in the cavalry of the Duke

-tamps, and distinguished hiiiiM/lfat tl

ier and Landrecy, as well as on other occ

f.r which lie was honourably rewarde !. ing
invited to si-rve the Dtikeo:

the French court, and proved himsi-lf an able diplo
matist in various embassies entrusted to him.

irning to his own ciiiitiy, he m:irrii.-d Frances de

Fionas, a damsel of distinguisht-d rank, beau:

virtue; he having comjilcted the fortieth year of

his age. Later than this, he gave proofs of his

valour and prudence, and was
accordingly admitted

to the counsels of his sovereign. In l.Vi/i he

appeared at the head of the nobility of the Genevese
and Fuussigny, in the city of Annecy, when James
of Savoy, Duke of Nemours, held the states-general
of the country, and showed his experience and wis

dom in unravelling the most intricate affairs, draw

ing upon himself the commendation of the prince
and the applause of all. By command of Emmanuel
Philibert, Duke of Savoy, he entered Annecy, and
rescued it from fire and sword, delivering it from
the troops of Count Jiaconis, who were bent on its

destruction. Laden with years and merits, and
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blessed with a numerous progeny, he sought repose

in his castle of Sales. He was endowed with an

elevated mind and solid judgment, he was courageous

in enterprise, moderate at table, sparing of his words,

courteous in manner, eloquent in discourse, the enemy
of vain display, and he was respected by his equals

and beloved by all. He was remarkable for his libe

rality to those who required it, and most charitable

to the poor, administering justice to all under him

with unswerving rectitude.

But there was nothing in which he more signa

lised himself than in his love for the Catholic reli

gion. Such was his contempt for heresy, that he

used to say nothing should induce him, to embrace a

religion which he had seen born, alluding to Cal

vinism, which he said was his junior by twelve

years. We have already mentioned his kindness

towards converts and poor Catholic families. He
communicated at least once a month, a most unusual

thing in those days, and during his last illness

received holy communion three times. From the

first year of his son s ordination, he placed himself

under his direction, to the great advantage of his

soul. When he found himself at the point of death,

he summoned all his children then at Sales, and like

the ancient patriarchs, gave suitable advice to each

one and his blessing to all, constituting Francis

Coadjutor of Geneva, their eldest brother, to be their

father in his stead, and enjoined them to obey him,

remitting the care of his family to his consort the

Lady of Sales. He calmly and holily expired at the

age of seventy-eight, fortified with all the rites of

the Church, with the crucifix in his hand, and
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assisted by the vicar of Thorens. He was buried

with all due honour in the parish church of Thor

followed to the grave by his children, relatives,

dependants, a vast concourse of the nobility, and

what is still more, by multitudes of poor who received

an abundant alms both of food and clothing on the

occasion. The Dominican fathers from Annecy
assisted at the solemnity. From the year 14ti!f

they have been under the obligation of accompany

ing the Counts of Sales to the tomb.

He and Frances de Sionas his wife had thirteen

children, seven sons and six daughters, of whom

only eight survived their infancy. Francis, the !

born, has been the glory of the house of Sales, dear

to God and man; and if the Church triumphant
received him into glory, the Church militant vene

rates him as one of her greatest saints.

Gallois, a man of great piety and prudence, mar

ried, and had seven children, who left no issue. He
died young, in the arms of the holy bishop, who

was his director. Amongst his children, Joseph
deserves mention; he was a religious of the order

called Barnabites, and expired just after celebrating

]\Iass at the altar of his saintly uncle, recently

canonized, saying, like the holy old Simeon,
&quot; Now

will I depart in
peace,&quot;

as if he had only waited for

this happiness. On descending from the altar, he

went to his bed, asked for and received Extreme

Unction, and then calmly resigned his soul to

God.

Lewis was much honoured by his sovereign, and

on many occasions signalized his piety towards God,

his fidelity to his prince, his charity to the poor, his
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prudence and his valour. lie was tenderly loved by
his saintly brother, whom he honoured as a father.

He was twice married and had several children, one

of whom was Charles Augustus, afterwards prince-

bishop of Geneva. The edifying life of Count Lewis

of Sales was given to the public by the Canon

d Anteville.

John Francis was the successor of our Saint in

the episcopal chair, and the worthy imitator of his

virtues, as will be seen elsewhere.

Gasparda was married to the daughter of the

Lord of Cornillon; she was one of her holy brother s

dearest spiritual daughters; their correspondence

proves that she was a lady of great piety and prayer,
who knew how to use the world as if she used it

not. It was in one of his letters to her, that he

said we ought to live in this world with our minds

raised to heaven, remembering that in a short time

our bodies will be in the grave.

Bernard, Baron of Sales and Thorens, was by the

Saint s management declared head of the family, and

married to one of the daughters of the Baron de

Chantal. The Bishop of Bellay has left us a

description of the virtues of this admirable couple,

under the names of Chrisanto and Daria.

Janus de Sales was a knight of the order of St.

John of Malta, field-marshal and commander-in-

chief of the cavalry of Savoy. He was appointed

governor of Nizza, in which town he introduced the

Visitation Order founded by his brother. His

greatest delight was converse with the religious on

God and on pious subjects. He died in this distin

guished post, leaving behind him a high opinion of
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his virtue and valour. IIi&amp;gt; last words wore, &quot;( ) how

good siiul joyful a thinj? it is that brethren should

dwell top-ther in uni 1I 1 was tin- la&amp;lt;t but one

of the brothers, who went (as his i-difxin. es

KM u t believe) to be united with the rest lor a

blifst ul eternity.

Joanna was the youngest of the family, and v.

confided to the care of the I ; .ntal,

with whom she di&amp;lt; the &amp;lt;rreat : that

lady, as well as of her mother and of tin holy

bishop. Such were the brothers and Bisters of our

Saint

CIIAPTKK XX XIX.

EXPULSION OF THE HERETICAL ASSAILANTS FROM THE

CIIABLAIS. FKANCIS GOES TO PARIS.

THE saints find their repose in labour. Toil suc

ceeds toil like the links of a chain, rendering their

lives admirable, and their example worthy of our

imitation. Francis is but another illustration of

this assertion. No sooner had he completed his Lenten

course than he anxiously hasted to the Chablais.

He heard that the heretics had entered the province

in arms, accompanied by some other ministers, in

tending to re-establish them there. They easily

drove away the curates who had no protection or

assistance. The Saint saw that nothing but force

could keep them down, since treaties of peace did

not bind them. He repaired to Allinges, and consult

ed the governor, Baron de Brotte, who despatched
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a regiment of soldiers, and these speedily dislodged
the intruders from two villages in which they had
fortified themselves. Thus did corporal arms punish
those who had so often been discomfited by the

spiritual weapons of the Saint, though no reasoning
could divest them of their obduracy. The parish

priests were then recalled, and his sermons confirmed

several parishes in the faith.

Having adjusted this affair, he next turned his

thoughts towards Gex, one of the three Bailiwicks,
where the faith had hitherto made little progress.

Being on the other side of the Rhone, it was more
difficult of access, and was in the more immediate

vicinity of Geneva; the Calvinist ministers had

consequently greater influence there. As the coun

try had changed its sovereign, having been recently
ceded to France, Francis had no longer the same

authority as when it belonged to Savoy, although it

still formed part of his diocese. With deep regret
did the holy man reflect on the thirty-five parishes

of which the Bailiwick is composed, thus left in

error, or at least in danger of falling into it, well

knowing at the same time that he could not extend

his mission thither without the protection of the

king. He consulted his bishop on the project he

had formed of going to France, in order to secure to

himself the liberty of labouring in the conversion of

his diocesans. The prelate, who with little strength

to labour, had great zeal for the propagation of the

faith, approved the plan, though very reluctant to

lose his services and help towards the discharge of

his pastoral functions. To ensure all due respect for

his coadjutor when in Paris, he convoked a general
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assembly of the clergy of his diocese, in order that

lie might appear as the deputy for the whole of the

clergy of Geneva.

All things being prepared, he was provided with

the necessary patents of the deputation, and judging

that it was advisable to secure patronage at the

court of France, he passed through Burgundy ami

obtained letters of introduction from the Huron do

Luz. His friends wished him to be consecrate* I

before he set out, that he might appear in the cos

tume of the prelacy; but the Saint humbly replied

that as long as Monsignor Granier lived, he would

neither change his position in the Church nor the

colour of his clothes. He embarked to cross the

Saonne, against the advice of every one, for the

river was then fearfully rapid and much swollen by

long-continued rain. The vessel was, in truth, in

great danger of sinking, its preservation was looked

upon as miraculous by the president Faber and his

son Rene, who with some others were the travel

ling companions of our Saint, many, indeed, attri

buted it to the prayers and confidence of the holy

man, who, when all the rest were in consternation,

calmly assured them that no accident would belal

them, although they found it difficult to reach the

opposite shore. They succeeded in accomplishing

this at the very time when Francis was on his

knees absorbed in prayer. And whilst they, sur

rounding him, declared that God had saved many
sinners for the sake of one just man, he endeavoured

to change the thought, by telling them that their

good fortune was wholly due to the goodness of God,

in whom it behoved us always to confide, but more
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especially when travelling with a view to the promo
tion of His glory.

He was welcomed to Dijon by his intimate friend

the Baron de Luz, who treated him with great

honour, in consequence of which he was visited by
the most distinguished members of the parliament
and city. Almighty God used this opportunity of

making him known, and this contributed materially

at a later period to the profit of many souls, to the

foundation of the order of the Visitation, and to the

glory of God; for being afterwards invited to Dijon

by its inhabitants, whose esteem he had gained,
he effected vast projects, as will be detailed in due

time.

Having obtained letters of recommendation from

the Baron, who had many friends at court, and who
stood high in the good graces of the king, he set

out for Paris. His influence no doubt disposed

both the sovereign and the court to favour the

coadjutor of Geneva, of whom the Baron s letters

spoke in the most advantageous terms. As soon as

his Majesty had read them, he gave him such une

quivocal proofs of his esteem, as to awaken the

jealousy of many, who endeavoured to ruin him, and

would have succeeded had the prince been a less

clear-sighted man, or had the virtues of the Saint

been of a less sublime character; but, being what

he was, he stood beyond the reach of suspicion in

the mind of him whom base insinuations were in

tended to mislead.

On his arrival at Paris, although he placed great

reliance on the recommendations of the Baron, he

would nevertheless avail himself of the intervention
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of the Pope s nuncio, more
ially as the a {fairs

he hud to treat upon were tho&amp;gt;o L&amp;gt;f ivlL-ion. The

Bishop ( ,f Camerino \va&amp;gt; tlien acting as nuncio; the

Saint had become aecpuiinted \vith him at Koine; lie

therefore informed him of the motive of his journey
i aris, rod requested bia interest with the !.

and his mini-!&amp;lt; :-. !&amp;gt; meinberii]
i]y tin;

Ijntor of Geneva was o&amp;gt;ttvii:i-.i at the court oJ

Koine, he promised liim his as- : : nd oil .-rcd t--

accompany him to the royal presence. The two

accordingly went together, when Fr :: was

ived by the king with all the
alKibility that \

for him the re&amp;gt;;.ect of foreigners, as well as the

devoted aifection of his own -
. The Saint

his letters from the bishop and from the

Lux, and made an eloquent haranjue on the

subject of his mission. His noble bearing pleased
his

ry, and raised him in the opinion of the

courtiers. The king condescendingly replied that

he had not forgotten all the good he had heard of

him in Savoy, and assured him that, justice should

be administered; he then sent him to Villeroi, the

secretary of state.

At this epoch the Calvinists were all powerful in

France, the liberty of publicly professing their

so-called reform, granted by the edict of Xantes,
had perverted many. Great part of the nobility
was Calvinist, filling high charges and offices, whilst

the court swarmed with heretics. The king himself,

though sincerely converted, had been brought up in

that creed, and favoured it much for the sake of the

many belonging to it, who had signalized themselves

in his service, and their influence counterbalanced
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that of the Catholics, so that the demands of Francis

were strongly opposed.

He had scarcely opened the subject to Villeroi,

than he rejected his proposals, warmly contesting
his arguments. But the Saint was not to be

daunted so easily; he pleaded his cause with such

energy, that at length the secretary asked him to

commit his views and wishes to paper, that he might
examine them at leisure. He accordingly drew up
and presented his memorial, which contained two

fundamental articles. The first regarded the re-

establishment of Catholicity in that province where

the heretics would not permit liberty of conscience

to Catholics, a severity not tolerated in any other

part of the kingdom. The second was to compel

unjust possessors to restore ecclesiastical property to

its lawful owners, suggesting various means to faci

litate the restitutions, with the least inconvenience

to those who had to surrender them. The secretary

disputed both articles, saying that as Gex was but

recently conquered, and was situated so far from the

centre of the kingdom, it would be very hazardous

as yet to attempt any innovation on the score of

religion. The government would thereby render

itself odious. The new subjects would find in it a

pretext for rebellion, which the Swiss Calvinists

would readily second, all of which would turn

greatly to the prejudice of France. It would be

extremely ill-judged to do anything at present that

could excite to arms
;

after so much civil and foreign

war the kingdom sighed for peace, and the edict of

Nantes showed at how great cost the king had been

glad to purchase peace. He concluded, therefore,

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



S. FRANCIS DE SALES. 415

that
notwithstanding all his zeal for the progress of

the Catholic religion, lie was compelled, as it were,
to wait for more favourable circumstances, since it

was safer to defer an undertaking, than t&amp;lt;&amp;gt; enter

rashly upon it, when there was lit tie or no chance of

success.

The Saint maintained his ground, and said that he
could not conceive that so great a monarch as the

king of France could not attempt in his states what
the Duke of Savoy had successfully carried out in

his that he had had the honour of Icing present at

the Duke s council when the same propositions were
made with regard to the Chabluis, and that the

councillors had adduced the very same reasons in

opposing them, but that the wise and prudent
prince had not deemed them of sufficient wi-ijit to

be entertained, and that if the said
territory were

at present under the Duke s dominion, he would at

once enter upon his apostolic functions there, under
his orders and without the least fear. The people
there were but too glad to live quietly, and were by
no means in a state to rebel that even if they had
the will, they had not the means, having no leader

no ammunition or arms, no fortresses, and no expe
rience. Nor need he fear that Geneva would oppose
the king s will, for that little republic had too much
reason to court the protection of France. Neither
would the Swiss, for such a handful of territory as

Gex, think of breaking a league which formed their

own security, and rendered them formidable to their

enemies. Besides, if they did not venture to favour
the fugitives from the Chablais against the Duke,
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was it likely they would break with France for such

an object?

It was not his wish that violence should be

used towards any one, but it was only reasonable

that the state in question should submit to the

same laws as the rest of the monarchy. It was clear

that the edicts which permitted the free exercise of

Calvinism, likewise decreed that Catholicity should

be re-established in all those countries from whence

it had been banished; he therefore entreated him to

interpose for him with the king, that he might,
under his protection, labour in the territory of Gex,

as he had begun to do whilst he was still subject to

the Duke, for it was but right to promote the res

toration of a creed, which the king professed in so

edifying a manner. By so doing there could be

no doubt but that he was upholding the cause of

God, in which case God would reciprocally uphold
his throne, and that He would not permit such good
intentions to be frustrated.

These and other similar arguments finally tri

umphed over Villeroi, who promised to present his

memorial to the king; but as his Majesty set off to

Fontainebleau, the affair was thus delayed, and

Francis was obliged to prolong his sojourn in Paris

far beyond his original intention.
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CIIAPTKii XL. AXi.XLI.

ST. n:.\vcis OF SALKS IN
-

I.AI:M . HK n:!- \CIIF.S BF.FOP.E

Till-: KIXG. FL XKKAL OKATION ON THE DUKE DE

11.

IT seemed a mischance, hut was in effect a dispen
sation of Providence, that Francis should have been
detained in Paris, for God employed him in many
things of importance to His glory. Ilis reputation
stood so high, that he was just the person to suc
ceed in dillicult enterprizes; the city and the court

seeming to vie witli each other in showing him
marks of honour. They who had accompanied the

king to Savoy, related all tiny had heard of his

piety, learning, and indefatigable labours in behalf
of religion in the Chablais, the dangers to which he
had exposed himself, and the generosity with which
he had risked his life to promote the faith. Others
recounted his conferences with Beza, whom, if he
had not converted, he had at least convinced, and
had compelled him to own that salvation was attain

able in the Catholic Church; it was, moreover,
affirmed that he had placed Beza under the necessity
of returning to the Church, but that he stifled the

dictates of conscience from a mistaken notion of

honour, if from no more guilty motive.

But, above all this, the princess Mary of Luxem
bourg, duchess of Mercceur, who happened to be at

Home at the same time with Francis, could never
VOL. I. 27.
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say enough of the esteem in which he was held at

the court of Rome, in consequence of his solidity of

judgment, and his noble dignity of conduct. She

dwelt on the honour shown him by the Pope, that

just appreciator of merit, and on his power both in

word and work, so that cardinals and prelates were

in admiration of his great and varied talents. This

was the opinion of all who knew him, or held inter

course with him, and was by no means limited to

those who loved the country to which he owed his

birth. But nothing gained him higher commenda

tion than his own conduct and regularity of life.

This was so conformable to all that was said of him,

that they who praised him were readily believed;

hence every qne was anxious to retain him in France

for one of the first-rate bishoprics. In the meantime

some unexpected event prevented the regular

preacher from giving the usual sermon at the

Louvre, when, at the solicitations of Catherine

d Orleans, princess Longueville, Francis was re

quested to supply his place. He accepted the office

with reluctance, not on the plea of having but a

very short time to prepare himself, but because he

thought it too honourable. Hoping, however, that

his labours would not be quite thrown away, he at

last consented. Reflecting that the court abounded

with Calvinists, as well as with persons who gloried

in their impiety bordering on atheism, the fatal con

sequences of the prolonged war, he resolved in the

course of his Lenten sermons to combat impiety as

well as heresy. He did this with an earnest dignity

free from all affectation, in a style the most appro

priate to the divine word, as the writings of the
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prophets so well demonstrate. He devoted himself

still more closely to prayer and study, from whence

he derived his weapons for the destruction of L

and impiety. His chief book was the sacred Scrip

ture, which he always read on his knees, and with

as much respect as if Gd Himself were speaking to

him without a veil. Replenished with those grand
ideas of which this book is the fruitful source, he

entered the pulpit with a holy daring, perfectly fi

from anything of human respect. He strive to

uproot errors and vices, and to plant in all hearts a

seasonable four of the divine judgments, convincing
his auditory of the necessity there was for each one

of them to attend to his own salvation, to soften the

obduracy of his own heart, and to amend his life by

being converted to the Lord. Such was the tenor

of his first discourses, which were attended by
crowds both of Catholics and Calvinists; indeed,

it was affirmed that no court preacher had ever seen

the royal chapel better filled. From the very first,

fame proclaimed his eloquence, which made the

Countess of Perdrieuville anxious to hear him. She

was one of the most zealous and obstinate of Cal

vinists, and had baffled many very learned persons

who had attempted her conversion, supporting her

strongest arguments on four ill-interpreted passages

of Holy Writ, which had been riveted on her mind

by the ministers. The first day she went to hear

him, he happened to preach on the general judgment,
a subject by no means bearing upon controversy.
She had gone merely from curiosity, to satisfy her

self that his sermons were as efficacious as people
declared them to be

; but as the discourse progressed
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she was sensibly affected, and began seriously to

think of her conversion. In effect, after several

discussions with the holy man, she publicly abjured

Calvinism with all her family, a very numerous one;

notwithstanding the remonstrances of the ministers,

who, up to that time had engrossed all her esteem

and respect.

Paris was astounded at this conversion, which

raised the reputation of the Saint, and drew still

larger audiences when he preached ; some stimulated

by good, others by evil intentions; heretics attend

ing in vast numbers. He, regardless of their

motives, took advantage of their presence, and spoke

so well to the purpose that many of them were con

verted. Amongst the rest, the distinguished family
of Raconis, one of the most influential at court. A
member of this family went still further ;

his inter

course with our Saint so completely convinced him

of the vanity of earthly things, that he entered

amongst the Capuchins and became a celebrated

preacher. The Bishop of Evreux, afterwards Car

dinal du Perron, was so astonished that he told the

king he felt almost tempted to throw his works of

controversy into the fire; seeing that he had not

succeeded in converting this family, although he

had indefatigably laboured at the task, whereas the

coadjutor of Geneva had with little or no difficulty

won them over to the faith. Such was his opinion

of Francis, that when heretics were taken to him,

he used to say that he would undertake to convince

them with the aid of God, but that to convert them,

they must be taken to the servant of God, as he

then styled Francis, because he had the happy
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knack of winning the hearts of all who approached
him. In this he only described the .Saint as lie

really wa&amp;lt;; lor 1
bein.ir divply read in matters

of controversy, there was
particularly

captivating in liis manner. His s\v
&amp;gt;s, putiri.

and humility subdued many an ol , so that the

very Calvinists who looked upon him as the scou;

of their sect, could not help loving and esteeming
him.

He went on with equal success through the Lent,
and numerous were the conversions. The same

tiling that befell St. Austin once happened to him;
he completely lost the thread of his discourse, even
so far as to forget the subject he intended to

upon. He therefore started upon controversy, but
with such surprising power, that a lady of hi

rank audibly exclaimed, &quot;It is no longer the liishop
of Geneva who is addressing us, it is

certainly the

Holy Ghost speaking through his mouth;&quot; adding,
that the effect of this would soon be seen; and so it

was, for a Protestant young lady who was present,
was convinced by his arguments, and after a few
conferences with him, abjured her errors. And yet,
she had only gone to the sermon to ascertain whether
fame had not exaggerated the talent of the preacher;

being strongly attached to her own creed, she had
never before had a doubt upon the subject.
The zeal of Francis not only strove to bring here

tics to the faith, but likewise to win sinners back to

grace. He well knew that it was as difficult to cure
the maladies of the heart as those of the mind

; he
laboured therefore more assiduously to disengage the

will from vicious habits, than to expel error from the
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intellect; because the latter when known, becomes

odious, whereas, though we may be convinced of the

malice of an object, we have not always courage

enough to disengage the heart from it, on account of

our natural propensity to evil. Hence, to cure the

heart of the tyranny of passion, the holy man pro

portioned his remedies to each one s condition, but

depicted the evils of sin in the most vivid and

appalling colours. He terrified the soul with the

threats of the divine judgments, demonstrating the

baneful consequences of guilt, contrasting with it

the delight springing from peace of heart and purity

of conscience, together with that anticipated beati

tude, the effect of hope, produced by amendment of

life. This prudent, charitable, and firm conduct,

gained an infinity of souls to God, who would have

perished under a more austere guide.

About this time he satisfied the curiosity of a

Turk, who proposed to him his doubts on the sub

ject of the Blessed Trinity; and although we do not

know whether he was ultimately converted, it was

observed that from the time he consulted our Saint,

he never expressed an aversion to the holy Name of

Christ.

At the end of Lent, the Duchesses of Longueville

and Mercceur, who knew how slender his finances

were, sent him a handsome purse well filled with

gold. The Saint examined the purse, admired the

beauty of the workmanship, and then, without so

much as opening it, returned it to the bearer, beg

ging him to thank the princesses for the honour they
had done him in assisting at his sermons, and for

having contributed by their example to the fruit
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which h:ul been derived from them, adding that this

was till the recompense he &amp;lt; I in this world,

that h- vraa resolved to gi\ isly that which

tin- Iness of God had liberally bestowed up

him that his sole regret wa&amp;lt;,
not to h;

in a manner more worthy of such a pulpit and of

such an audience that for the rest, it was not

altogether his fanlr, hut was rather to be attribut

t-&amp;gt; want of talent than to want of will and diligence.

The gentleman reiterated his entreaties, but was not

able to subdue that magnanimous heart, ever supe-

11 earthly things an act of generosity which

w:. lied throughout Paris; for, as his charities

were great, it was pretty accurately guessed that

his finances were very low; hence his disinterested

ness and disengagement were all the mure admi

rable.

As apostolic men are thought to gain honour for

preaching with holy liberty before kings and princes,

so was this glory not wanting to Francis of Sales.

Scarcely had he finished his Lenten course, than the

business which had brought him to France, required

his attendance at Foutainebleau where the court then

was.

The king was informed by the Bishop of Evreux

of the result of his preaching; and as his Majesty

found delight in his familiar discourse, so did he

wish to hear him in the pulpit. He accordingly

desired him to prepare himself for Low Sunday,

when he treated on the affair of salvation and eter

nity, in presence of the king ; and he did this in a

manner which raised him highly in the opinion of

his auditory. The king admired his eloquence and
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learning, and publicly declared that there was no

exaggeration on the part of those who told him that

this Savoyard was a great man ; adding that he had

never heard a better preacher, and that he certainly
deserved a more lucrative bishopric than the one

which had fallen to his lot.

His Majesty continued to listen to him both in

public and private. One day when he had spoken
with unusual energy, (some of the deputies from

Geneva being present at the time,) the king, en

chanted by the force of his arguments, asked the

deputies what they thought of the good bishop s

sermon. &quot;

Sire,&quot; replied one of them,
&quot;

if the Duke
of Savoy, employed against us, reasons as efficacious

as those of the bishop, we would restore the epis

copal see, and should probably all go over to his

religion.&quot; The king said they only did him justice,

for he had never heard a preacher who so thoroughly
touched the heart, nor one whose exemplary life

better seconded his words.

Nor were these the only commendations bestowed

on him by the king; the better he became acquainted
with him, the more he attached himself to him;
he used to call him the Phoenix amongst the bishops,

saying that he had noticed, that generally speaking,
when bishops were noble they were ignorant ; and

when they were very learned they had but little

piety, so that they were seldom found without some

notable defect
; but, as for the coadjutor of Geneva,

he was at once learned, noble, and devout.

Soon after the king s return to Paris, news arrived

of the lamented death of Philip Emmanuel of Lor

raine, Duke de Mercosur. This prince had at his
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own expense levied troop- f, r tlie . and led

them againat the Turks who w&amp;lt; I
in Hun

gary. He gave such proofs
&amp;lt; i \:;l&quot;ur in his fi

campaign, that the emperor entru.-ted him with the

command of the whole army.

Having first forced, and then
prot&amp;lt;

Royal, and having st&amp;lt; o of i

undertaken by the Turks, he was returning to

France for the winter, when he fell ill at &amp;gt; m-

bur:_r , and there died in the sentiments of a true

Christian. As he was brother-in-law to the late

King Henry III., the reigning monarch ordei

all the honours usual to princes of the blood to be

paid to his memory. Thewidowed duchess, in de

affliction under a loss so justly painful to her, would

have the Saint pronounce the funeral oration. He

accepted the commission, fully ^ I that he

might, without charge of flattery, praise a prince

who had coupled military valour with unaffected

piety. He was still further induced to accept the

charge, on account of the gratitude and affection

which the house of Sales bore towards the princes

of Luxemburg. In fact, the Saint said that the

duchess might look on him as the hereditary servant

of her family; and on this plea had honoured him

with the commission, for his ancestors had for

many generations been devoted to the house of Lux

emburg.
The oration was precisely suited to the taste of

the audience, composed as it was of the chief nobi

lity of France. At the entreaties of the widow and

of the princess her daughter, Francis was obliged to

give it to the press. It drew forth much praise,
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and proved that his intellect was of the highest

order. He bestowed all due encomiums on the

deceased prince, who had often exposed his life and

lost much blood in the cause of God, but he dwelt

more especially on his piety. He regularly devoted

some time every day to meditation on the eternal

truths, and annually set apart a certain sum for the

repair or adornment of churches. He touched upon
his modesty and moderation in prosperity, as well as

his fortitude in adversity, his kindness and consider

ation for his soldiers, whom he spared as much as

possible; his benignity towards the vanquished, his

tender charity to the poor, and his justice towards

all; treating all as a father rather than as the general

of an army, who but too frequently is compelled to

tolerate and overlook injustice. He concluded by

saying that if vice dishonours a man, no matter

what his condition may be, it is still more reprehen
sible in the great, because their elevated position

exposes them to the sight of all men; hence it

behoves them to be more circumspect than others,

lest they should by unworthy conduct dishonour

their rank, and that a brutish greatness supported by

luxury cannot be otherwise than contemptible, as

our gratitude to God ought to be proportioned to

His gifts; and that, generally speaking, it behoves

each one to reflect on the fatal moment when death

will render us either happy or miserable for a whole

eternity.

This discourse which lasted two full hours, and

which was delivered in the cathedral in presence of

the court and parliament, completely won for him

the esteem of the French, insomuch that they plan-
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nod till sorts of measures to keep him amongst them.

On all the principal
he was requested to

preach; nor was there any pious meeting or impor

tant business, to which he WU not invited and his

counsel sought. His lodging was continually resorted

to by all classes, and he received every one with

affability,
no matter what their rank or creed might

K-, ffiving useful instruction and admonition to all.

It is said that during the nine months he spent at

Paris, he delivered upwards of a hundred sermons;

parishes
and religious houses being all eager to hear

him, and to profit by his advice. And, as we have

already remarked, the holy man certainly posv

all the qualifications
of nature and grace calculated

to make him excel as a preacher.
His personal ap

pearance
added dignity to his words. His ideas,

though sublime, were intelligible to every capacity;

his well-ordered method never wearied the listener;

his style was elegant, his gesticulation majestic, but

without austerity ;
his sentences were not elaborate,

for he spoke from the abundance of his heart. The

fruit of his sermons showed that his words came from

his heart, and that his heart was all charity. His

learning seemed rather to be infused by grace than

acquired by study; those who had once heard him

cotild scarcely relish the sermons of other preachers.

One of the members of parliament passed this grace

ful compliment on the sermons of the holy man :

&quot; It cannot be denied that the coadjutor of Geneva

has done great good, but he has also committed one

great evil, and which will never be cured. He has

destroyed our relish for all other preaching but his

own.&quot;
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CHAPTER XLII. AND XLIII.

HIS INTIMACY WITH SEVERAL HOLY PERSONS. CONTRI

BUTES TO THE INTRODUCTION OF THE DISCALCED

CARMELITES INTO FRANCE. IS CALUMNIATED TO THE

KING.

A HEART, over which God holds absolute sway,
and which leaves itself to the direction of grace,

generally becomes the arbitrator and oracle of its

age. Such was precisely the case with Francis

whilst at Paris. He was consulted on all affairs

connected with the glory of God and the increase of

religion.

Peter de Berulle, afterwards Cardinal, was plan

ning the foundation of a congregation similar to that
of the Oratory at Rome, and discerning the sublime

lights with which our Saint was favoured, con

sulted him on the subject, and was much helped by
him. He also disclosed to him his desire of intro

ducing into France the Discalced Carmelites of

Spain, founded some years before by St. Theresa of

Jesus. Francis, who highly esteemed the order, not

only approved the design, but promoted it to the

utmost of his power. Both projects, it is true, met
with great opposition; in effect, whatever tends

materially to the glory of God, always encoun
ters difficulties which must be overcome, before the

object can be attained. But the oppositions were

overcome, the Saint employed what interest he had

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



S. IIIANCIS DE SALES. 429

with the Pope, aul with other friends nt Kome.

Whilst these affair- under negociation, he had

occasion to become tir Uiainted with Mary Aurillot

Acnrie, better known by the name of fcv Mary
of the Incarnation; who, after her hu.-liand s

death, entered the Carmelite order in quality of

lay-sister.

Twice a week the Saint met at her hou mile,

Andrew Duval, a celebrated doctor of the S..rl&amp;gt;nne,

and the Lord de Santeuil. Although Madame

Acarie s h&quot;iise was a good league from his lodging,

he never failed walking thither through all the mud

and dirt with which the streets of Paris then

abounded. Their di&amp;gt;eu&amp;gt;sion on spiritual to;

enabled the others to discern what a superior man

he was; accordingly they all placed themselves

under his direction, to their great satisfaction, and

to the great benefit of their souls. lie felt the

advantage of guiding persons of such exalted virtue,

whilst they profited by the sublime lights whieh he

imparted to them, both in their public and private

conferences.

Such was their esteem of Francis, that Berulle

could never say enough of the fine qualities and

virtues which he discovered in him ; he used to say

that Francis was a living portrait of the Holy Hu

manity of Jesus Christ, whilst Francis, on the other

hand, called Berulle the saint of the age, whom it

was impossible to approach without profit, that he

was what he himself wished to be, and that he had

never met with any one from whom he had derived

greater satisfaction.

Speaking of Duval, the Saint said he was a man
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fit for everything, and that he honoured him as a

father. But above all the rest, Madame Acarie,

(who, from the time she became acquainted with him

till his departure from Paris, had no other confessor

but himself,) profited by his instructions; though
Francis was extremely reserved in his researches

with regard to the interior of this great soul. She

looked upon him as an angel on earth, receiving his

advice as oracles from heaven. She derived much

light from him, although she herself was at the time

a highly enlightened soul. One day as she was

accusing herself of certain imperfections, the Saint

warned her that they were not matter for absolu

tion, because being involuntary they were not sins,

and therefore not sufficient matter for the sacra-

,ment. He taught her the difference which there is

between them and sin, to the great surprise of Mary,
who had often accused herself of them, without ever

having been told by her confessors that confession

should be made secure, by accusing oneself of some

certain determinate sin.

The Saint had a high opinion of this holy soul,

and afterwards regretted not having made himself

more intimately acquainted with her perfection; for

he never ventured to enquire beyond what she of

her own accord thought proper to consult him upon.

No small proof of his discretion as well as of his

humility. Not long before he passed to a better life

he was asked whether he could give any information

upon the particular graces with which Almighty
God had favoured Mary Acarie, who was then dead,

but he replied in the negative, giving this as the

reason;
&quot; Whenever that servant of God addressed
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herself to me, my soul was impressed with so great

a respect for her virtue, that I never dared to ques

tion her; I therefore know nothing more than what

she of her own accord thought fit to say, nnd she

ke far more freely of her faults than of her vir

tue-, or of the favours she received; it is tl :-e

no wonder that I knew so little. I c&amp;lt; red her

less as my penitent than as a vessel of n,

marked
l&amp;gt;y

the Holy Ghost as one chosen for II H

service.&quot; He t:m&amp;lt; mentions her in one of his 1

&quot; The truly devout Mary Acarie was a
gr&amp;lt;

-it

of God; I heard her confession several tim- ii-

narily for the space of six months, even during an

illness; and I reproach myself much for not having

profited as I ought by her holy conversation. She

would willingly have disclosed her whole soul to me,

but the very great respect which I felt for h.

deterred me from encouraging such confident In

another letter he thanks a friend for sending him

a picture of this servant of God, an&amp;lt; that he

loved her with a respectful love, and that he was

glad to rekindle the sentiments which his almost

daily intimacy with her had excited; therefore, the

present was both useful and agreeable; adding that

he rejoiced exceedingly to hear that her Life was

given to the public, because it would be beneficial to

many, if it were a faithful portraiture of what she

had been, as he had no doubt it would be, consider

ing the worth and the ability of the man who wrote

it, (namely, Duval) ; he concluded by saying that

he loved and admired this holy soul, and loved all

whom she had loved in this life.

From the expression of the Saint, it is easy to
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infer that whenever God communicates many of His

gifts to souls, He also establishes a traffic of graces
and of virtues, binding them with a sort of depend-
ance one upon another. Hence, though Francis gave

many sublime instructions to this great servant of

God, who declared that she had never known or

heard of certain truths with which he made her

acquainted, he on his side asserted that he had pro-

fitted by the reflex of those lights cast back upon
him from this noble soul, in consequence of the

secret commerce of charity and Christian union.

The holy personages before named succeeded in

introducing the order of Barefooted Carmelites into

France, to the great edification of the kingdom.

Indeed, there are many who attribute to their

prayers the blessings and prosperity of the country

during the last century.

The house at Paris was founded by Catherine of

Orleans, Duchess of Longueville, who obtained the

king s consent, while Francis procured the neces

sary bulls from the Sovereign Pontiff. Three of

Madame Acarie s daughters were professed in it, and

were afterwards the superiors of it. Our Saint

rejoiced exceedingly in the accomplishment of the

pious mother s wishes, who had long been praying
that they might consecrate themselves to God.

In the meantime the Saint s labours increased to

such a degree as to endanger his health. He was so

fully occupied that he often could not spare time

either to eat or sleep, sparing as he always was in

both respects. But his labours were so success

ful that it was a common saying, that the coadjutor

of Geneva had the virtue and power of the princes
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of the apostles, when sinners were to be broughto
back to penance, and when heretics were to be won
over to the fold of Jesus Christ.

King Henry, who was a just appreciate! of virtue

and learning, was well aware of the great treasure

which he possessed in the person of Franc

therefor.- was most anxious to retain him in France,

pr.Mnising pensions and ecclesiastical benefices, and
even consulting him on the most delicate affairs of

his own conscience. The Saint replied with that

holy freedom which characterizes generous minds;
and although he knew how dangerous it was to

gainsay princes, and that the non licet, it is not law

ful, of the precursor of Christ had cost him his life,

never would Francis temper or temporize with vice;
he reproved him fur that which was reprehensible,
but with so much sweetness that the most bitter

remedies were acceptable from his hands. He was
never at a loss for pretexts to disturb that sort of

tranquillity which is as dangerous as a storm; on
the contrary, he spoke without fear, though witli

his usual discretion, to the king upon the necessity
of observing the laws of God. The world would
have been left in ignorance of one circumstance

highly honourable to the Saint, if the prince himself

had not been witness to it. A gentleman whom he
treated with great familiarity, asked his Majesty
what it was that made him love the Savoyard
bishop so much. He answered,

&quot; I love him be
cause he has never flattered me.&quot; .Words worthy of
a king whose admirable benevolence rendered him
the delight of his subjects. This fact proves that

it is not so much truth which is distasteful to great-
VOL. I. 28
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ness, as the manner in which it is advanced, nothing

being better suited to princes than truth. Fortune, as

one may say, lavishes every other advantage upon

them, whereas, as the Wise Man says,
&quot; A sincere

friend is heaven s
gift.&quot; Now, as there cannot be

equality between a sovereign and his subjects, none

dare assume the title of friend when a prince is in

question; nevertheless, King Henry IV. wished for

friends, and he had them. He knew how to choose,

and it was but seldom that he was mistaken in his

choice. When he did confer this honour upon any

one, he permitted him to take the quality of friend,

and to use the rights of one. The following incident

is too honourable to the king and to Francis for us

to omit it. There happened to be at court a gen

tleman named Des-Hayes, the governor of Mon-

targis, a very worthy man, to whom the king was

much attached; whilst Des- Hayes on his side, was

faithful and loyal beyond all suspicion. The king,

who was convinced of this, ranked him amongst the

few whom he styled his friends. He had observed

the very close intimacy subsisting between Des-

Hayes and Francis, and one day asked him which

of the two he loved best, himself or the Coadjutor of

Geneva. The question was embarrassing; the

gentleman, however, replied, that the condescension

of his Majesty did not make him forget that he was

his subject, that, as such, he owed him so much, that

nothing should ever make him unmindful of his

duty and obligations to him, and that he felt an un-

boundted zeal and fidelity for his Majesty; but that,

though he felt in his heart all that the most tender

and lespectful affection could inspire, he could not
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dare to call it friendship, considering the disparity
which must ever be between a monarch and hi&amp;gt; sub

jects. The king answered, that IK- was n ..t examin

ing into what was due from him in
quality uf sub

ject, because he was
fully convin.vd &amp;lt;&amp;gt;f his

fidelity,
but that he wanted him to tell him frankly whir
the two he preferred, Henry or Fran A dis

simulating courtier would not have hesitated for

moment as to his answer; he would at onee hi, .

expressed himself in terms
complimentary to the

king, and his apparent sincerity would have sup
plied the place of truth; but Des- Hayes w..uM
rather have ruined his worldly prospects than have
forfeited the friendship of the Saint; m

. } ie

deemed it alike unworthy of himself and his ailed ion
to dissimulate and lie. Indeed, had he wished to

deceive, his countenance would have betrayed him,
and have revealed the attachment engraven on his
heart.

The king, who loved frank
loyalty, enjoyed the

gentleman s
perplexity, and went on urging him to

answer, till at last Des-Hayes seeing that his Majesty
would have a straightforward answer, said, that in
truth he felt all possible veneration and attachment
for the king, but that above all he loved the Bishop
of Geneva. His reply pleased the king, who, so far
from expressing dissatisfaction, rejoined with a more
than royal condescension,

&quot;

I do not disapprove your
sentiments, but I request both you and he to
admit me as the third in your friendship.&quot; He
then told Des-Hayes that he desired the Duke
d Espernon to use his best endeavours to detain the

holy man in France, pledging his word to give him
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the first vacant bishopric, and in the interim to offer

him a pension of four thousand livres. Des-Hayes
was transported with delight, rejoicing more in the

advantage of his friend, than if it had been his own.

He threw himself at the king s feet to thank him,

who, raising him up and embracing him, said,
&quot;

Go,

and be beforehand with the Duke d Espernon. Go

yourself, and be the first to convey this news to the

Coadjutor of Geneva; go and tell him what I purpose

doing for him.&quot;

But the Duke had already fulfilled his own com

mission, and had used his best endeavours to per

suade Francis to remain in France, giving the pro

mise of pension and bishopric, but the only answer

he could extort from the holy man was, that his

Majesty did him too much honour by these offers

that his heroic character was of itself sufficient to

captivate all hearts, without offering violence to

them by means of benefits, adding, that he consi

dered it to be a fortunate thing to be a subject of so

great and beneficent a prince, and that if he con

sulted his inclinations only, he should have accepted

his favours; but as he had been called in spite of

himself to the bishopric of Geneva, he conceived

himself bound in compliance with his vocation, to

remain there to the end of his life. With regard to

the pension, he said that his own income sufficed for

his subsistence, and that more would only be an

incumbrance. When this answer was conveyed to

the king, he admired a heart thus disengaged from

temporal goods, and said there was something more

noble in this contempt of wealth and honours, than

in subjugating an empire.
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One would suppose that a virtue so universally

recognised, woul I have been beyond the reach of

envy and calumny; but there is no sanctity imper

vious to the assaults of these two monsters, nor

place where they reign more audaciously than in

the courts of princes. Merit supported by favour,

is sure to be attacked, envy being ever ready to

blacken it. Francis experienced this at the court of

France, where his reputation was attacked by a vile

calumny, invented by those who could not bear to

see his virtue recognised and proved by the king.

He was accused of machinations against his Ma

jesty and the state, of having held secret intelli

gence with Marshal de Byron, (who seems to have

been almost the only Frenchman who ever abused

the friendship of the, Grand Monarch,) and of attempt

ing to renew the conspiracy. They said his appa

rent virtue was but well-concealed hypocrisy that

everything was to be feared from him, a foreigner,

the subject of a prince who had so often warred

against France and that probably this very prince

was at the bottom of the conspiracy that Francis

possessed the art of insinuating himself into the

good graces of princes, whom he contrived to make

his friend?, and that the restoration of religion in the

territory of Gex was a mere pretext, the real motive

of his presence in France being of a very different

nature. These accusations were too vague to make

much impression on the king, though he was

extremely susceptible on such a point, as well he

might be; others, therefore, were adduced, more

likely to implicate Francis, and to make him an

object of suspicion. They said that he had been
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heard to speak in terms of esteem of the marshal

that on entering the church where he was buried he

was observed to sigh profoundly, and in one of his

sermons had recommended an affair of high impor
tance to the prayers of the auditory. As if no one

was to compassionate the marshal, or do justice to

his good qualities, which unfortunately his conspi

racy obscured, or as if Francis could have no

business in hand connected with the glory of God
and the advantage of religion to recommend to the

prayers of his congregation. At all events, his

adversaries concluded by advising his Majesty as a

measure of prudence, to seize his papers and person,

in order to prevent evil consequences, and then, no

doubt things would be discovered, of which a man

apparently so virtuous and disengaged from the

world would never be suspected.

Slender a^ were these proofs, they evidently struck

the king, who, judging it prudent to make no hasty

demonstration, commissioned those who had given

him this information, to keep a close eye on the

Bishop of Geneva, in order to clear up the matter.

It must be owned, however, that after a little

mature reflection on the sanctity of his life, and on

the utter improbability of his having any connection

with persons who could machinate against the state,

the king came to the conclusion that there was not

the least likelihood of Francis being at court for any
such unworthy purpose, and that it was impossible

for so holy a man to mix himself up with so dis

graceful an affair, no matter how great an advantage

miojht be derived therefrom.
cr*

As Francis had several friends at court, one o
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them became acquainted with the accusation raised

against him, and without delay hastened to warn

him of it. He found him at the parish Church

of St. B.Miedu-t, in the very act of entering the

pulpit to preach. \Vh.-n givut .1 is in the way,

friendship forgets all circumstance of time and place.

His friend instantly stopped him, and whispered how

th- stood. 1 innocent the Saint knew

himself to be, certainly such a piece of information

was calculated to disconcert him at such a moment,

well knowing that fearful consequences might ful-

low the suspicions of a sensitive prince. Indeed, we

frequently see that persons who are the least capa

ble of crime, are the most terrified and astounded

when accused of it. But the holy man relying on

his own innocence, on the prudence and integrity of

the king, and on the protection of Almighty God,

thanked the gentleman, entered the pulpit, and

preached with such eloquence and composure, that

his friend, not a little surprised, was experimentally

convinced of what he had frequently heard De

Berulle say, namely, that the most unforeseen acci

dents could not shake the imperturbable equanimity

of Francis. At the end of the sermon the gentleman

told him, that his composure actually alarmed him;

that he was accused of no less a crime than treason,

and therefore any delay was dangerous. He en

treated him to look to his own safety, and to endea

vour to justify himself from a charge where every

circumstance touched on his life and reputation.

The Saint replied that had he been guilty, he

would have thought of flight rather than of preach

ing, but he was easy in the consciousness of iiino-
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cence; and as lie confided in our Lord, he had no

notion of flying to the hills like the swallow. He
said that he felt so little fear that he would go at

once to the king, convinced that God would take

care of his reputation, if He intended it in any way
to contribute to His glory. His only distress arose

from the fear of being unable to justify himself

without injuring his calumniators; the gentleman

interrupted him, to say it mattered but little at

whose expense he justified himself; that his accu

sers were but scoundrels who deserved to be con

founded, and that he should be very glad to see

them unmasked. Francis forbade him to speak in

such a strain, and hoped to exonerate himself with

out implicating any one.

He had no occasion of doing so, the king s own

reflections had already disabused him. The Saint

entered his apartment with his usual serenity of

countenance, and his Majesty s quick penetration

discerned the innocence of his soul in his tranquillity

of feature, and this instantly banished every shadow

of suspicion. Before the Saint could say a word,

the king assured him there was no need of justifica

tion, that the more atrocious the crime of which he

was accused, the less was he likely to believe him

capable thereof; that he was convinced of his affec

tion, and if needful, would take upon himself to

answer for his innocence. The holy man told him

that he was so little versed in affairs of state, that

he never allowed himself to interfere in them, but

even if he could do so, most certainly nothing should

ever induce him to attempt so base a crime against a

monarch from whom he had received such favours.
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Although it was true that he was the born subject of

another prince, never had he received from him the

slightest orders contrary to the interests of his M

ty ;
and even if he had, no consideration, no authority

should ever be able to make him unmindful of his

duties, or induce him to conspire against the mean

est man on earth; much less then a_rainst one of the

greatest and best of princes. He added that they

who accused him, had no idea of his ardent zeal t&amp;lt;.r

his Majesty, for that he would gladly sacrifice his

life for the preservation of his Majesty, bending for

ward, as he said these words, to kiss the kin

hand. The king embraced him, and whispered in

his ear,
&quot;

I am convinced of what you say, but I

cannot prevent many reports from coming to my
knowledge. Let us henceforward be better friends

than ever.&quot; And with these.words he dismissed him,

never after failing to eulogize him whenever occa

sion offered, and endeavouring to benefit him by all

possible means.

Any other man, availing himself of the king s

ftvour, would have demanded justice against his

accusers; there were many specious reasons for doiii

this ; respect due to his character seemed to require it.

But Francis, on the contrary, had resolved to obtain

their pardon, if the king had expressed any inten

tion of punishing them. But princes are obliged to

overlook many things, and though like Henry, they

may have a deep sense of justice, there are many
motives to prevent them from always carrying it into

effect.

No sooner had Francis quitted the presence-

chamber, than the king asked Des-Hayes the amount
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of his income. He was answered that formerly

Geneva was one of the richest bishoprics, but that

since the rebellion the revenues did not exceed four

thousand livres, because the heretics had seized the

episcopal property. His Majesty observed that this

was indeed a small income for such a man, and

desired him to go in his name and offer him a pen

sion, giving immediate orders for the grant to be

expedited. Des- Hayes joyfully accepted the com

mission, and Francis who had already refused a much

larger offer, thinking that it might be imprudent to

persist in declining the favours of so generous a

prince, begged Des-Hayes to thank his Majesty, and

to assure him that he could not, with justice to his

own feelings, refuse a gift which did him so much

honour. However, as he then stood in no need

of money, he entreated his Majesty to allow it to

remain in the treasurer s hands, to whom he would

apply when in necessity. The king at once under

stood that this answer was nothing else than a gen
teel refusal, and so much pleased with it, that he

declared that he had never been thanked for a favour

in more graceful and prudent terms.

He incessantly pressed him to remain in France,

employing the influence of his most intimate friends

for this purpose, especially the Duchess of Mercoeur,

the princess of Longueville, Des-Hayes, and some

others, but all their persuasions were to no purpose.

The holy man declared that he should ever be most

submissive to the wishes of his Majesty in other

respects, but as he had been called to the bishopric

of Geneva, it was his duty to serve it and the coun

try to which he owed his birth.
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Thus it was that lie despised the world and

honours, and disposed himself to receive a crown of

glory. All these refusals continued the king more

and more in his opinion of the sanctity of the

servant of God. His M of him repea

tedly, and once said, The Bishop of &amp;lt; ;i is a

man of God, to whose glory he directs all things.

He knows not how to flatter, and, sincere as he

always is, he is at the same time most unpretending.

er does he deceive; but he honours every one

according to his merits.&quot; Another time he pro

tested that he loved him, because he saw every

virtue in him, without the admixture of a single

vice or defect. On other occasions he said, &quot;It

were to be wished that the Bishop of Geneva could

he in seveial places at once, for the universal good of

the Church and of Franc* That, in considering

him, one beheld the perfection of angels devoid of

the failings of men; and that as the rays of light

which spread throughout the atmosphere, are never

theless concentrated in the solar body, so in Francis

were reunited the many varied virtues which are dis

tributed amongst the rest of the just. He moreover

said that Francis was devout without scrupulosity,

and cheerful without dissipation; hence he knew no

one more likely to restore its lost lustre to the

ecclesiastical state, or check heresy and the novel

opinions which infested his dominions ; that he pos

sessed piety, learning, humility, gentleness, charity,

and the other qualifications necessary to maintain the

interests both of Church and state.

The favour of the greatest monarch of his age,

had no other effect on our Saint than that of giving
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him fresh motives to glorify God, from whom, as Le

knew, proceeded all the good that was in him, and

therefore was he careful to refer all the glory of it

to Him alone. By way of humbling himself, he

used often to think (as he himself owned to a friend)
on the beautiful sentence of St. Hugh, Bishop of

Grenoble :
&quot; The evils which I commit are real evils,

and are truly my own, whereas, my good works
are neither purely good, nor are they purely my
own.&quot;

CHAPTER LXIV.

HIS RETURN TO SAVOY. DEATH OF MONSIGNOR

GKANIER.

SAINTS are accustomed to look on all events as

particular dispensations of Providence, which often

adopts imperceptible means for the attainment of its

own ends. St. Francis of Sales looked upon the

calumny alluded to in the foregoing chapter, as an

admonition from God to take his leave of the court.

He was well aware of the soundness of the reasons

which had hitherto detained him at court, a place
where no ecclesiastic should stay without weighty
motives; he saw too the blessings which the Lord

bestowed on his labours; yet, notwithstanding all

this, he resolved to redouble his endeavours to pro
cure a prompt settlement of the affairs connected

with the Church in the territory of Gex. He again
referred the question to the king, who would gladly
have acceded to all his wishes at once, if political
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motives had not obliged him to stop halt \vav. He
assured him, however, that in due time all his views

should be carried into effect; telling him that if he

distrusted the zeal of every other man, he was secure

of that of the coadjutor of Geneva, and that it would

ever produce great effects for the service of God and

the state.

Francis, who was more alive to the advantages of

religion than to his own, returned him most humble

thanks, and promised to avail himself of the royul

ur with such discretion, that the evils so much

dreaded should not ensue. lie next represented

that it would be necessary for him to carry letters

to the Baron di Luz and the parliament of Dijon,

authorizing them to regulate any difference, and

remove any obstacles which should impede his pro

jects; and he concluded by supplicating his Majesty

to take under his protection and safe keeping all the

ecclesiastics of the territories of Gex, Bugey, and

Valroiney. The king gratified him, and ordered the

necessary patents to be drawn up, restoring the

exercise of religion in three parishes, and directing

the parliament and the baron to assist him if nec

sary. Then after a nine months sojourn in Paris he

took leave of the king, and of the friends and

acquaintances who had enjoyed the benefit of his

affable and holy intimacy, and to their deep regret

set out on his return to Savoy. He had only com

pleted his third day s journey when he received

news of the death of the Bishop of Geneva, at which

he was deeply affected; for he looked upon him as

his benefactor, and honoured him as a father, whilst

Monsignor Granier, on his side, loved Francis as a
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son. After adoring the inscrutable designs of Pro

vidence, and the will of God with his usual spirit of

submission, he paid full tribute to the deceased, by
his tears, sacrifices, and prayers. And his tears

were all the more sincere, in proportion as he was

divested of all ambition and desire of the succession.

His dread of the episcopacy returned more vividly

than ever, and gave rise to many bitter tears,

although he deplored the good bishop s loss on the

score of his personal merits too. He was of irre

proachable life, a gentleman of ancient family, and

endowed with wonderful learning. He had been

trained from early life in the monastery of Our Lady,
at Talloire, belonging to the Benedictines, and here

he made his religious profession, and dwelt for seve

ral years. Elected prior, he governed the commu

nity for many years, delighting in the retirement of

his cell, till the Duke of Savoy, who knew his

worth, nominated him to the bishopric of Geneva.

He ruled his vast diocese for twenty-five years, with

so much zeal and charity, that he won universal

esteem and affection. He was a most zealous de

fender of ecclesiastical liberty, and resisted all

attempts to oppress it, with a courage worthy of his

rank. Austere to himself, he was satisfied with

very little, and even after his elevation to the

bishopric, he never dispensed himself from any of

his rules, which he strictly observed till his death.

He loved the poor as his children, depriving himself

of everything in order to relieve them, and although

his income was but slender, he contrived to give

abundant alms. In his latter years he suffered from

several infirmities, which only served to unveil the
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lustre of his patience. l&amp;gt;isengaged
from nil the

things of this world, and from the ties of kindred,

he gave a signal proof of the hittrr, by excluding
the Canon, his nephew, from the coadjutorship,

(though he was worthy of it, and possessed the

qualities of a good bishop,) in order to give the pre

ference to Francis as the m&amp;lt;&amp;gt;&amp;lt;t worthy, and because

he perceived in him higher merit. I1-- died at

Pollinges on the 17th September, 1601, spotless as

a -wan, having just concluded the great jubilee in

Thonon, where he had undergone immense fatigue.

His body was buried at Annecy, in the sanctuary of

the church of St. Francis, where the canons of

Geneva officiate. His memory is in benediction in

his diocese, being looked upon as one of the most

holy bishops that have filled the see of Geneva.

Nothing less than the holy man who succer

him, could have consoled his afflicted people under

their bitter Lr rief at his loss.

As so much of the journey still remained to be

accomplished, Francis saw that he could not pos

sibly reach Annecy in time for the funeral solem

nities, particularly as he was compelled to make
some stay at Lyons on business of importance. He
vvas anxious, however, not to leave so vast a diocese

long without a pastor, yet on reaching Savoy he

avoided going to Annecy, lest the arrival of the new

bishop might give rise to rejoicings, incompatible
with the respectful grief due to the late worthy

prelate. He repaired to Sales, intending to prepare

for his consecration by making the spiritual exer

cises; and this he knew could easily be done in the

retirement of the family castle. The castle of Sales,
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situated at the foot of Mount Ferreo, was one of the

most delightful in Savoy, on account of the beau

tiful gardens and shrubberies which surrounded it.

A fountain in the centre and a lake at one side of

it, added to its charms ; the mansion itself was ex

ceedingly convenient and spacious, comprising within

its enclosure several courts, halls, and galleries, the

latter affording beautiful landscape views over the

distant country.

He intended to be consecrated in the parish

church of Thorens, at a short distance from Sales,

and retired to the castle, to the great consolation of

his family, and with great satisfaction to himself;

glad to be relieved even for a short time from the

turmoils of the world; however, he was obliged to

devote a few days to the reception of congratulatory

visits from the clergy, the nobility, and others of

the diocese. In the meantime he wrote to Father

Fourier, of the Society of Jesus, requesting him to

come and direct him in the retreat of twenty days,

which he purposed making by way of preparation

for his consecration. The father arrived just when

Francis had satisfied the duties of Christian civility,

and was solely intent on prescribing for himself

rules suited to his exalted position, under the guid

ance of prayer, silence, and corporal austerities.

Although we have conclusive reasons to believe that

he never sullied his baptismal robe of innocence by

any grievous sin, he wept an abundance of tears

springing from a heart of love, over his sins, as he

weighed them in the balance of the sanctuary. The

thought of having been the enemy of God previous

to his baptism, and of having afterwards been by
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His mercy preserved from the ordinary falls of men,
filled his soul with sentiments of sorrow, gratitude,
and love. In making his general confession, he

carried to the sacred tribunal a heart sorrowfully

loving, which no doubt secured for him that kiss of

peace which our Saviour is accustomed to bestow

on penitent souls. Then, as well as on several other

occasions, he was observed to be so totally immersed

in God, that he would remain half the day kneeling

before the Blessed Sacrament, unconscious of all

that was passing around him, insomuch that gnats

and other insects stung him even to blood, with

out arousing his attention from that which en

grossed it.

As the day of consecration approached, his fears

seemed to increase. The more he examined the

qualities required in a good bishop, the more did

he believe himself to be devoid of them humility
showed him nothing but his defects; and looking on

himself as a pilot embarked on a tempestuous sea,

without skill, experience, sails, or oars, hence he

cried out,
&quot;

Lord, save me, or I perish 1&quot; But

Father Fourier reassured him, being fully aware of

the opposition he had made to his election, and

because he saw evident signs that his was a divine

vocation, such a purity of heart and other virtues

suited to the post, clear to all excepting to Francis

himself. Animated then by him, whom he looked

upon as the interpreter of the will of God, he en

deavoured to fit himself to receive the plenitude of

that spirit which is so essential to bishops; redoub

ling his fasts, macerations of the body, and prayer;

continually speaking to God by prayer, or hearken-
VOL. I. 29-
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ing to Him by reading Holy Scripture. Our Lord

bestowed many lights on him at this time, and

there are some who believe that he had then a sort

of foresight of the religious order which he after

wards founded. Finally, by the advice and counsel

of his wise director, he drew up a rule of conduct

to be followed in the course of his labours for the

salvation of his neighbours, and for the profitable

discharge of his pastoral functions. This rule of

life was worthy of a bishop, he committed it to

writing, signed it with his own hand, and would

have it countersigned by his director, in order that

the sight of it might refresh his memory, and

serve as a reproof whenever he chanced to fail

against it.

The constant fidelity with which he observed

these rules, has rendered him worthy of the venera

tion of men, and as they may be useful to every

prelate and ecclesiastic, we will transcribe them

here.

THE RULE OF LIFE OF ST. FRANCIS OF
SALES AS BISHOP.

OF HIS EXTERIOR DEPORTMENT AND DRESS.

1st, As to the exterior, Francis of Sales, bishop of

Geneva, shall neither use or wear silken clothing, or

any material more precious than that which he has

hitherto been accustomed to. But he will require
them to be clean and well adjusted. He shall have

no high-heeled shoes because they savour of vanity,

More Free Items at www.catholickingdom.com



S. FRANCIS DE SALES. 1 .&quot; I

and also because they are forbidden by the statutes

of the Church. He is never to enter the church

without his rochet and cape, and shall wear the

latter out of doors as well as at home, as much as

possible. Whenever the weather allows it, he shall

wear his cap walking through the town, and always
in the church. He shall wear no ring on hi&amp;lt; fin _r &amp;lt;T

xcept the pastoral ring, worn by bishops in sign ot

their spousal contract with their Church, no L

than that given by the husband to his bride. His

sash may be of silk, but not of a high price, and his

beads shall be suspended to it. He shall not wiar

perfumed gloves, nor silk and wadded muffs, but

only such as are genteel and decent, according to

necessity. The strings of his shoes and of his liner

upper stockings shall not be of silk. The tonsure

on the crown of his head shall be so distinctly
marked as to be easily seen. His beard shall be

rounded and without moustaches above the upper

lip.

OF HIS SERVANTS, AND OF THE GOVERNMENT OF HIS

HOUSEHOLD.
.

He shall take care to have no useless or superflu
ous servant. He shall keep two ecclesiastics, one to

act as master of the house and attend to business,

the other to assist him at the divine offices . One

possibly might suffice, but for the present he shall

have two, on account of Andrew di Soasea, doctor

of canon law and bachelor of theology, who, being a

good preacher, may produce much fruit in the dio

cese. They shall dress in the Roman fashion, with
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great modesty, or else like the priests belonging to

the seminary at Milan, that dress being convenient

and inexpensive. A secretary and two chamberlains,

one for himself the other for the family. One cook

and his assistant, and one lackey, dressed in tawney-

coloured livery with purple trimmings. None of

them shall wear feathers, swords, or any gay colours,

nor moustaches, nor their hair long and flowing.

They shall confess and communicate on the second

Sunday of every month, according to the statutes of

the confraternity of the Holy Cross, of which they

shall be members, and they shall communicate at

the bishop s Mass. They shall daily assist at Mass,

and on festivals at all the divine offices in the

cathedral. They shall rise at five o clock in the

morning, and the days on which they go to matins,

at four. They shall retire to rest at ten at night,

before which they shall assemble altogether to recite

the litanies. The bishop shall say the prayers, and

after the examination of conscience, all shall retire.

There shall be a little oratory in every room, a

vessel of holy water, some pious pictures, or an Agnus

Dei.

OF THE RECEPTION OF THE BISHOP S VISITORS.

Two rooms shall be carpeted, one to receive&quot;

strangers, and the other for matters of business.

There shall always be some one to receive and intro

duce those who come, with civility and courtesy, tak

ing care to offend no one whomsoever. It would be

something most audacious if the prelate s servants

should treat the inferior clergy with disrespect;
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therefore, those who serve the Bishop of Geneva
must take care to treat every one civilly, more espe

cially priests.

OF MEALS.

With regard to his table, it shall be moderate and

frugal, us the Council of Trent advises, but clruri

and m-iit; priests shall sit at it, and as far as possible,
shall have the first seats. They shall all bless the
table in turn, and make the thanksgiving after it.

But on solemn festivals the bishop shall pronounce
th- bluing and grace afterwards; as on all days
he shall say the prayer

k Benedic Domine nos,&quot; &c.,

because the lesser ought to receive the biasing
from the greater. Some pious book shall always be

1 during half the time allotted both to dinner

and supper; the rest of the time shall be spent in

suitable conversation. He shall dine at ten o clock,

and sup at six. On fasting days he shall not sit

down to table to take his collation, and the dinner

hour shall be at eleven, and the collation at

seven.

OF ALMS GIVING.

It will be advisable to give alms on the same

days that the late bishop was accustomed to distri

bute them in public. They shall be more abundant
in the winter than in the summer, especially after

the Epiphany, when the poor are more destitute.

Vegetables shall be distributed. I know not

whether it would be advisable for the bishop to do
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this in person when he can do it conveniently, for

instance, on Holy Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.

On Holy Thursday he shall give a dinner to the

poor, either before or after the washing of the feet.

It would be well to make known the alms bestowed

on religious of the mendicant orders, and on hos

pitals, for the sake of example, and to excite the

people to charity. As for private and extraordinary

alms, prayer will teach what should be done in this

respect.

FOE FESTIVAL DAYS.

On all feasts of precept, the bishop shall assist at

first and second vespers, at the High Mass, and all

the offices recited before and after it. On solemn

festivals he shall likewise assist at matins. He shall

celebrate and perform the services of the night and

day, at Christmas the Epiphany, Easter, Pentecost,

Corpus Christi, SS. Peter and Paul, St. Peter ad

Vincula, (patron of the Church of Geneva,) the

Assumption of our Blessed Lady, All Saints, the

anniversary of his consecration, and throughout the

octave of the Blessed Sacrament. He shall preach

on the previous Sunday, to warn the people to gain

the indulgence; on the Sunday within the octave,

and on the octave day, when he shall give benedic

tion at the church of St. Clare, both for the consola

tion of the nuns, and because it is well frequented ;

and this will be the last benediction given in the

city. As much as possible he shall assist at the

exercises of the Confraternity of the Holy Cross,

the Rosary, and the Holy Cord, but especially
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the first named, on account of the communion,

which he shall give himself as often as he can.

So much for the exterior.

REGULATIONS FOE THE INTERIOR. OF STUDY AND

PRAYER.

With regard to study, he shall endeavour daily

to learn something useful and suitable to his state.

Generally speaking, he may apply to this purpose

some time between the hours of seven and nine in

the morning. After supper some spiritual book

shall be read for an hour, which shall serve for

study and for prayer. In the morning, after his

usual acts of thanksgiving, invocation, and oblation,

he shall spend an hour in meditation on the subject

before prepared. He must always walk in the pre

sence of God, and invoke Him on all occasions, lie

shall draw his ejaculatory prayers either from his

morning s meditation, or from divers objects that

present themselves. They shall be vocal or mental,

as the Holy Ghost shall excite. He shall make a

short collection of them, as aspirations to God, our

Blessed Lady, and the saints to whom he has a par

ticular devotion. He shall ordinarily recite the

divine office either kneeling or standing. Matins

and Lauds shall be said over night. Prime, Tierce,

Sext, and None, between six and seven in the

morning. Vespers and Complin before supper.

The Rosary of the Madonna after Vespers; having

bound himself by vow to the daily recital of it.

When he foresees that any urgent affair will inter

fere with his arrangements, he may anticipate the
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hour of Vespers and the Kosary. On the iestivals,

when Vespers and the Hours are said in choir, he

may say the Rosary during High Mass.

OF THE CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY SACRIFICE.

Every morning at nine o clock he shall go and
offer the most holy sacrifice of the Mass, unless hin

dered by some very pressing necessity. To cele

brate with the greater devotion, he shall make a

compendium of various conditions and affections, by
means of which devotion to this great mystery may
be excited: and he shall ponder them as he leaves

his room and walks along to the altar. On reaching
the

sacristy, he shall make his preparation, which is

to be neither too short nor too long, in order not to

weary those who wait. The same may be said of

his thanksgiving after Mass
;
and he shall maintain

a secret gravity whilst celebrating. On going to

and fro, he shall avoid speakmg to any one, more

especially on worldly affairs, the better to preserve
the spirit of recollection. On days of devotion it

would be well that he should celebrate Mass in the

churches, that when the people assemble they may
always find the bishop at their head. The same may
be said of the fasts of the respective churches, and
when there are indulgences. At night he shall say

evening prayers with the rest of the family.

ON CONFESSION AND WORKS OF PENANCE.

He shall confess every second, or at the most,

every third day, unless necessity ordain otherwise;
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and this to the most able confessor IK- ran meet with,

whom he shall not change without i. iy. lie

shall sometimes eonfess in the church, to be seen by
all, to serve as an example, Ut-Mdes the lasts pre
scribed by the Church, he shall last on all Fridays,

Mirdays, and the vigils of our Lady s ft

OF HIS ANNUAL RETREATS.

Every year he shall make a retreat for the space
of eight days, and more when he can, during which

he is to purify his soul and to examine the success

and progress of the past year. After noticing his

principal failings, lie shall acknowledge them to his

confessor, with whom he shall confer on his bad

habits and inclinations, and on the diiliculties he

meets with in the practice of virtue. He shall make
extra prayer, chiefly mental, and shall apply the

Masses which he himself celebrates, and those which

he causes to be celebrated, with the intention of

obtaining from God the graces he stands in need of

for the government of himself and of his diocese, and

shall renew all the good purposes and designs given
him by God. For this purpose he shall, before

making his confession, read over the memoranda of

his former resolutions, making notes and addino-

such points as experience shall have taught him.

The time for this recollection cannot possibly be

determined. The period of the Carnival would do

well, in order not to be obliged to witness the dissipa
tion and frivolity of the people, and also because he

would then go forth from the desert to preach and
do good works, according to the example of our
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Lord Jesus Christ, and of His precursor the holy

Baptist. When there should seem any chance of

drawing the people from dissipation by means of

some notable devotion, he might choose for his

retreat some week between Easter and Pentecost,

in order that the spirit of God acquired during such

exercise, may work well during the following solemn

festivals, and during the octave of the most Blessed

Sacrament. At this time too the world is some

what less engrossed with business, and the season is

favourable then for purifying both soul and body.

Indeed, the purification of the body may serve as a

pretext for purifying the soul.

END OF VOL. I.
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